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Chairman’s Notes & AGM Report
Judy Dunmore
Firstly a warm welcome to all new members; I hope some of you came along to our 
Members’ Afternoon and, if not, will be able to join us at one of our winter indoor 
meetings. This summer has certainly been somewhat topsy turvy. When the cold spell 
finally finished I don’t think any of us expected such hot and prolonged weather. The 
effect on our local butterfly populations was somewhat dramatic. For a while there 
seemed to be plenty about but as the vegetation dried up and wilted the later brown 
species suffered. The late autumn sunshine has brought some respite with second brood 
Common Blues, Speckled Woods and the 3 whites. Some Red Admirals have been 
noted but Painted Ladies and Small Tortoiseshells have been very scarce. The signs 
for next year do not look good. In the past very hot summers have been followed by 
butterfly ‘drought’; possibly because the caterpillars could not feed properly. Those of 
us who moth trap have certainly noticed that species that are double-brooded have been 
producing smaller individuals this autumn. One piece of good news, however, was the 
sighting of Purple Emperors in both Sheringham Park and Beeston Common. Although 
very few in number we await expectantly to see how this pans out in future years.  

The good weather over the summer meant very successful field trips. To celebrate the 
50th Anniversary Year, Ann and Bob Carpenter had arranged a splendid 13 butterfly 
trips with coverage across the county giving opportunities for many new members. In 
each case the target species were seen and Ann placed reports and photographs on our 
website. They have relinquished their role now and I thank them sincerely for all their 
hard work. There were also six organised moth opening events but the weather did not 
necessarily help as clear skies are not always conducive to moth trapping.

Over the summer months Head Office upgraded the software used for our website. Those 
of you who use this regularly may have noticed a lack of up-to-date information for a 
while. This has now been resolved and there is a new and more modern look. Neil works 
very hard on our website and I hope many of you find the wealth of information there 
to be useful. The national website is also an excellent resource with lots of photographs 
and id help together with all sorts of information about butterflies and moths. If you are 
visiting elsewhere in the country next summer then do look at other counties’ websites 
for local information about sites and field trips.

We had a very successful Members’ afternoon and AGM with 66 people attending. We 
were joined by Jim Asher and Mike Dean, Chair and Vice-chair respectively of Butterfly 
Conservation Trustees. Jim Asher opened the proceedings with a short presentation from 
a national point of view. Our main speaker, the entomologist Paul Waring, talked about 
how he was turning a large over-worked garden surrounded by intensive agriculture 
into a wildlife haven. Arguably he had purchased a house in the most unlikely area of 
west Norfolk, but the results of just 18 months work were quite remarkable and inspired 
those present to think carefully about making our own gardens wilder and more wildlife 
friendly. After tea and a wonderful choice of homemade cakes, we had our short AGM. 
As usual, I gave a general overview of the year rather than asking each Officer to make a 
report. As I said, Ann and Bob Carpenter stood aside after 6 busy years on the committee 
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and Walter Sadler, our Treasurer, also resigned having successfully overseen the transfer 
of much of the Branch accounting to Head Office. Graham Phillips volunteered to take 
on this role and was duly elected. Unfortunately, although Andrew Brown initially 
volunteered to take over organising field trips, he has since decided against this, so 
we are without a Field Trip Officer. If anyone feels they would like to volunteer please 
contact me. Andy Brazil then finished the afternoon with a talk about recording and how 
the records you all send him are used. He also explained about the many other sources 
of records and how the advent of digital recording and social media has expanded in 
this field. As next year is the last year of the 10 year cycle for county-wide coverage, 
Andy finished with an update on the current situation. The afternoon concluded with 
presentations to the two winners of the photographic completion. All in all a very varied 
and interesting afternoon and I hope more of you will come along and join in next year. 
Meantime I hope some of you will come along to the winter indoor meetings.

Editorial Note
Mike Gasson
There are some further style changes in this Newsletter. The cost of full colour printing 
has reduced substantially in recent years and reached the point where there is a minimal 
difference from our established approach of restricting colour to one or two sheets per 
issue. Hence, this is the first time that we have been able to produce a Newsletter in full 
colour. It does make the editor’s job substantially easier and of course it opens up better 
opportunities to use photographs and to keep them associated with the relevant text. 

The Autumn Newsletter is generally light in the amount of copy made available for 
publication, so there is now a great opportunity for members to submit reports and 
articles that may be of interest to others. Please do think about contributing to your 
Newsletter as it will increase its interest and quality. 
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Our Website and Social Media
Our website at https://butterfly-conservation.org/norfolk holds a wealth of 
information about the work of the branch, and butterflies and moths that can be 
found in Norfolk. The site also contains information on our events and the reports of 
our field trips. On the website you can also see what is happening on our Facebook 
page and Twitter feed. 

Our Facebook page is https://www.facebook.com/ButterflyConservationNorfolk/  

Our Twitter name is @BC_Norfolk. 

Both sources of social media are growing in numbers and the communities are 
supporting each other with sighting and id information. Please contact either Neil 
(nrwildlife1@gmail.com) or Kiri (kiran@kiri-online.co.uk) if you need any help 
with social media.
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Field Trips and Events 2019
Wednesday 9th January – 7.30 pm Blakeney Scout Hut
NOTE DATE – Members Open Evening
A chance to show your butterfly, moth and other wildlife photos from 2018. A laptop 
and digital projector will be available.
Postcode NR25 7PQ – see website for map
Contact: Greg Bond  Tel. 01263 579520

Wednesday 6th March – 7.30pm at Blakeney Scout Hut HQ
‘Creating your own butterfly and moth Reserve’ – an illustrated talk by Andrew Brown
Postcode NR25 7PQ – see website for map
Contact: Judy Dunmore  Tel. 01263 822550

Friday 22nd March – 7.30pm United Reform Church, Ipswich Road, Norwich
‘Butterfly Counts’ – discover the joy of undertaking a weekly transect and what 
the Wider Countryside Survey is about.  Alan Dawson and Christian King will be 
explaining the schemes together with members who volunteer.  Andy Brazil, county 
recorder, will also be there to answer questions.
The Hall is south of the ring road, access via Lyhart Road.  
Postcode NR4 6QR – see website for map. 
Contact: Jane Uglow  Tel. 01362 822001

Wednesday 1st May – 7.30pm at Blakeney Scout Hut HQ
‘A Greek Odessey – Butterflies of Hungary – an illustrated talk by Ann Carpenter
Postcode NR25 7PQ – see website for map
Contact: Ann Carpenter Tel: 01508 488337

Saturday 11th May – 10.30am Field Trip to Cut-Off Channel at Stoke Ferry
Target species – Dingy and Grizzled Skipper
Directions:  From Mundford take the A134 to Stoke Ferry. At Stoke Ferry roundabout 
take 2nd exit into village, turn left just after the church, continue and turn left into 
School Lane and meet at the end  
TL696990 – see website for map
Contact: Andy Brazil  Tel. 07759892597

When organising the field trips we take every care to ensure that our events present no 
greater hazard than any other countryside walk. However please note the following:

Clothing – generally stout shoes are needed, a sun hat and sun screen are advisable in 
hot weather; insect repellent can be useful.

Refreshments – bring plenty of liquids in hot weather and a packed lunch where 
appropriate.

Weather – if the forecast is poor, contact the leader to check if the event is going 
ahead.
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Silver-studded Blue 2018 Season
Alan Dawson
This year, just like 2017, was an early year – the first sighting at Buxton Heath was on 3rd 
June, then they were seen at East Ruston on 10th June and at Kelling on 11th June. They 
had more or less disappeared by mid-July at Buxton Heath and Kelling but kept going 
into the last week of July at East Ruston.

Kelling Heath – once again John Wagstaff did a wonderful job at Kelling, both in terms 
of recording and in looking after the site and guiding its management so sensitively. The 
sighting of Silver-studded Blues on Telegraph Hill in 2016 was not repeated in 2017 but 
they made a welcome reappearance in 2018. Some new areas were found and there was 
an encouraging spread in the area south of the railway line where management work has 
taken place. As ever, many thanks to John and the Kelling Heath Trustees for looking 
after the site. As shown in the table there was an impressive increase in overall peak 
numbers.

East Ruston Common – Darrell Yaxley and Stephanie Anderson continued the recording 
for this site. In addition, Stephanie and her husband continued the full UKBMS transect 
so that we again have two measures of the population at East Ruston and two UKBMS 
transects (along with Buxton Heath) recording Silver-studded Blues. The site index for 
Silver-studded Blue on the transect for 2018 was 356 (346 in 2017, note that the way 
the site index is calculated is different from a total count, so the numbers can look quite 
different). The peak count was also quite similar to last year.  Thank you to the recorders 
and to Natural England for site management

Buxton Heath – As usual the Silver-studded Blues were recorded on the UKBMS 
single species transect. Because of the very inconvenient time that I took a holiday this 
year, Derek Longe very kindly did most of the recording and also did some informal 
surveying of a wider area of the Heath. This year the species has continued its spread 
from its stronghold along the northern path of the Heath and the parallel ride in the 
Forestry Commission section, coming a long way south down the main North-South 
path as well as Eastwards along the main northern E/W track. They were found just 
East of the carpark. They are now spread over such a wide area that total count has 
become very difficult, and we are relying on the Site Index from the transect to follow 
the population. However, the transect numbers showed a very healthy increase. Thank 
you to NWT, Forestry Commission and the Buxton Heath Wildlife Group for their work 
looking after the site.

Cawston Heath and Reversion Field – After a disappointing blank year in 2017, Mike 
Wright counted 8 males and 2 females on 25th June – a really encouraging result.  

The table on the next page shows a summary of the peak counts (Site Index in the case 
of Buxton Heath – as in the previous years). Overall the numbers show some very 
encouraging increases
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Chalkhill Blues at Wareham Camp, 2018
Alan Dawson
We continued the annual survey of Chalkhill Blues at Warham Camp again this year. The 
butterflies have had a roller-coaster ride over the last few years, going from enormous 
numbers in 2013 and then dropping dramatically to last year’s rather meagre total. It 
must be admitted, though, that due to time constraints the 2017 count was done when 
the weather was far from ideal. This year, of course, given the drought and heat wave, 
there were no weather problems apart from it being too hot. As in previous years we had 
six people counting and one keeping score, firstly doing a circuit round the inner ditch 
and banks, then another circuit round the outer ring, after which heat exhaustion set in 
and the pub beckoned. Given the drought conditions, the vegetation was in surprisingly 
good condition, although the sward was quite long and scorched in parts and worryingly 
there was no sign of rabbit activity. The weather conditions were pretty much ideal for 
butterflies to be flying so it was to be expected that the count would be higher this year 
than last and indeed numbers were very significantly up as can be seen from the table.

2009 2010 2011 2012 2013 2014 2015 2016 2017 2018
Males 22 220 853 1382 6133 2422 2044 220 145 509

Females 2 20 71 94 892 341 195 27 13 61
Total 24 240 924 1476 7025 2763 2239 247 158 570

The numbers shown in the table include 5 mating pairs. It seems unlikely that 
the increase since 2017 is solely due to the weather conditions and that there is a real 
increase in the population this year. Past experience suggests that the ratio of males to 
females of around 10:1 means that we were quite close to the peak flight time. Given that 
Chalkhill Blues over-winter as eggs, hopefully the scorched vegetation of 2018 should 
not affect next year’s population too much, but time will tell.

Peak Count Summary
Site 2012 2013 2014 2015 2016 2017 2018

Kelling Heath 163 562 324 303 339 325 520
Buxton Heath 214 422 249 211 403 393 779

East Ruston Common 47 204 160 231 252 248 246
Cawston Heath Reversion 0 5 2 7 5 0 10

It was a good year all round for Silver-studded Blues in Norfolk. Hopefully the very 
hot dry weather during the flight season will have encouraged a lot of activity amongst 
the ants that the butterflies depend on, and that there are now a lot of eggs safely tucked 
away underground ready for next year.
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John Geeson
Although widespread in mainland Europe, Heath Fritillary Melitaea athalia is one 
the UK’s rarest and most localised butterflies, and one of only a handful of species 
afforded special protection under the The Wildlife and Countryside Act. Its distribution 
is confined to a cluster of woods in East Kent and a few colonies in the far South West 
– in Devon and Cornwall, although there is an ongoing project to nurture re-introduced 
colonies in some woodlands in the South of Essex, which are the closest populations 
to Norfolk. Management of these woods requires a continuous regime of coppicing to 
increase open sunny areas where the preferred larval food plant Common Cow-wheat 
Melampyrum pratense can thrive.

On June 19th 2013, I visited one of these sites, Little Haven Wood near Rayleigh, with 
the late Peter Kitchener, and we saw 40-50 individuals in a large open area of coppiced 
Sweet Chestnut. This woodland is managed for the butterflies by Essex Wildlife Trust, 
with some input from Butterfly Conservation. On a calm humid day, when the sun 
eventually broke through, the butterflies were extremely obliging rarely flying more 
than a metre or two and basking on low foliage just waiting to have their photographs 
taken.

On exactly the same date in 2018, together with my friends Sue Bryan and Patrick Frew, 
we included looking for Heath Fritillaries on an “insect day “ in Essex. We had gathered 
that despite ongoing management work, the Little Haven colony had seriously declined 
(apparently due to the butterflies “eating themselves out of house and home”), but we had 
been advised that the much larger Hockley Wood nearby, managed by Rochford District 
Council (again with help from Butterfly Conservation) held a healthy population. Soon 
after entering the wood at c.1000, we found two rides recently widened by coppicing 
work and with extensive carpets of Cow-wheat “alive” with our target butterflies, and 
we estimated that there were over 100 individuals in the small area which we explored. 

Again photography was very easy indeed as they basked on grasses and bramble leaves, 
or were occupied with their courtship routines. Along these rides we also saw a few 
White Admirals and Holly Blues along with plenty of the usual common “browns”.

The survival of these colonies is obviously quite precarious, as the changing fortunes 
of the Little Haven population demonstrates, but it is hoped that all of the management 
efforts in recent years will ensure that they continue to flourish in the long term. 
Visitors should be careful not to trample on the food plants, and where possible to take 
photographs from well-marked footpaths or from the edges of the rides.

Heath Fritillaries in Essex

Fig. 1: A group of Heath Fritillaries.
Fig. 2: Heath Fritillary showing its underside.

Photos by John Geeson 
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Roland Rogers
We were sad to hear of the death, early this year, of Mike Hall.  Mike was a knowledgeable 
and enthusiastic recorder and student of insects generally but particularly moths and 
butterflies. In spite of the disability of losing one arm he produced an impressive range 
of publications including our branch Atlas of Norfolk Butterflies 1984-88. He ran a moth 
trap in his garden pretty well every night. By this means he accumulated an impressive 
amount of information about the rise and fall of moth numbers over the years.

Mike was generous with advice to beginners like me. Once, when photographing a 
moth that folded its wings over the abdomen, I noticed that the whole wing was shown 
sometimes on the left side and sometimes on the right. I mentioned this to Mike who 
suggested that alternating the wing folding evened up the wear. I tested this on several 
species by disturbing them from rest and noting the wing folding on landing. In each 
case they alternated. A notable example was a Broad-bordered Yellow Underwing which 
alternated five times before it got fed up with being disturbed and flew off.

Mike was also a keen gardener in “The Good Life” tradition. Here again, advice was 
forthcoming. When I was thinking of growing potatoes I recalled the old gardeners’ 
practice of always planting main crop potatoes on Good Friday. This seemed odd as the 
date of Easter can vary by about a month. When asked, Mike said that planting of seeds 
should take account of  phases of the moon. As Good Friday’s date is related to moon 
phases the time-honoured practice was entirely logical.

For his knowledge and sense of humour Mike will be greatly missed.

Mike Hall

Fig. 3: Male Heath Fritillary.
Fig. 4: Female Heath Fritillary.

Photos by John Geeson (Fig. 3) & Peter Kitchener (Fig. 4)

See Heath Fritillary article on previous pages

Judy Dunmore
Whilst at the National AGM in Nottingham I met with Jim and Joel Ashton – known 
as the ‘butterfly brothers’. They are passionate about wildlife and run a landscaping 
business dedicated to nature conservation; you may have seen their advert on the inside 
back cover of the latest ‘Butterfly’. I am delighted to say they have agreed to be the main 
speakers at our next Branch Members’ Afternoon, which will be held on Saturday 5th 
October 2019. It should be fascinating so make a note of the date now.

A Date For The Future
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Round-up of the 2018 Field Trips
Ann Carpenter
This spring and summer we arranged 12 trips and then became involved in another one 
which, if you were of a superstitious nature, and knowing our luck with the weather, you 
might think was a very bad plan. The extra walks were to mark the 50th Anniversary 
of Butterfly Conservation so surely good fortune must shine upon us. We selected a 
mixture of our favourite places, together with one or two new sites and tried to cover as 
much of Norfolk as possible plus two visits to Suffolk.

In May we went to Foulden Common and were joined by 27 people. The weather was 
perfect and we found both Dingy and Grizzled skippers. A very good start. Shouldham 
Warren, near Marham was a new site to us. We only had eight people, probably because 
it was the day of the Royal Wedding. It was a beautiful spring day and we were surprised 
at the high numbers of Small Coppers and Orange-tips along the banks of the drains. It is 
a site well worth visiting for dragonflies as well. The last May walk was on Mid Harling 
Heath and 11 people turned up on another lovely sunny day. We found good numbers of 
Common Blue, Small Heath and Orange-tips and a Brown Argus amongst other species. 
Each of these walks we found ten species of the early butterflies and the habitats were 
all looking fine in spite of the awful late winter weather.

In June we went to Bure Valley Marsh at the invitation of the warden, Will West from 
Natural England. This event attracted 23 people on another warm and sunny day and we 
got excellent views of the Swallowtail butterflies. Four of the group had never seen a 
Swallowtail before and they were really delighted with the photo opportunities they got 
that morning. This privately-owned site is worth further visits and Will said he would be 
delighted to show us round.

The Carlton Marsh trip in Suffolk took place on, I am sad to say, a cloudy and drizzly 
June day, well you can’t expect miracles. We only managed five people on this event, 
but the weather did not detract from the fact that this is a special place for wildlife and 
I will certainly go back next year. A few days later we went to Bradfield Wood, also 
in Suffolk, it was bright and sunny, but with a horrid northerly wind blowing. This 
time there were six of us. We were advised by the staff at the centre that there was not 
much about. Not a good start to the day. However once inside this wood along the very 
well-maintained rides, you could be in a different place. It was warm, no wind and lots 
of Large Skippers and Meadow Browns. Then Bob saw a White Admiral and closely 
following that the first Silver-washed Fritillary of the season for us and the wood for the 
year. Then of course there were more. What a perfect end to the trip. 
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Fig. 1: Dingy Skipper, Foulden Common.
Fig. 2: Grizzled Skipper, Foulden Common.

Fig. 3: Swallowtail, Bure Valley Marsh.
Fig. 4: Male Silver-washed Fritillary, Bradfield Wood.

Photos by Bob Carpenter
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The Buxton Heath trip attracted 24 people 
on another perfect summer’s day. The Silver-
studded Blues were on the heather, all along the 
main path and we found another 10 species that 
morning. The July walks started with Foxley 
Wood, following a very successful moth trap 
opening session in the car-park. The warden, 
Daniel Maidstone, took 16 of us looking for 
butterflies. Unfortunately, it was cool, windy 
and overcast, which did not augur well. We 
found lots of Ringlets, Meadow Browns and 
Skippers and at last we had White Admiral and 
Silver-washed Fritillary, but photo opportunities 
were not good. We then had to miss the trip to 
Holt Country Park due to family commitments, 
but the target species were seen by those who 
joined the walk. 

The next trip was to Beeston Common where 
once again Frances Farrow showed 18 of us 
round this excellent site. The weather was very hot and sunny and the butterflies were 
exceedingly zippy. The common was still lush and green even though we had all those 
weeks without rain and there were still some nectar plants. We found 17 species on this 
day, which was the highest total of any of our walks this year. Lastly in July was our 
trip to Pigney’s Wood. On another hot and sunny day 12 of us met in the car-park of this 
community wood recently acquired by The Norfolk Wildlife Trust. It is a truly delightful 
spot near North Walsham. You start in the wood, walk across heathland, roam through 
the meadows and finish your stroll along the canal. So many different habitats so much 
to see. The highlights of this trip were the Purple Hairstreaks, but we found 15 different 
species in total and our thanks to Stephanie Witham for showing us round.

The August walks took us first to Horsey gap where 11 people turned up on a very hot 
and sunny day. Our thanks go out to Steve Chapman who helped us get the most from 
this visit. We found 17 different species including our target species the Dark-green 
Fritillary and Grayling. The lack of nectar plants was glaringly obvious and one fears 
that this hot dry weather will have taken its toll on butterfly numbers next year. Finally, 
we visited our local wood, Long’s Wood where 12 of us met on a warm but cloudy day. 
The rides are well kept, but very dry due to the weather and of course the flowers were 
over apart from knapweed. We did find 9 different species and so concluded our summer 
programme of walks which we both thoroughly enjoyed. 

Bob and I would like to thank all those that have joined us on our various trips, for their 
participation and support and also those who given their time and shared their expertise 
to tell us about their local patch. 
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Fig. 7: Pair of Silver-studded 
Blues, Buxton Heath

Photo by Bob Carpenter

Fig. 5: White Admiral and Ringlet, Foxley Wood
Fig. 6: Female Silver-washed Fritillary, Foxley Wood

Photos by Mike Gasson
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Kate Merry
The Munching Caterpillars Project was launched in 2012 and ran until the end of 2015. 
Covering Dorset and Somerset, the Heritage Lottery funded Project was a fantastic 
opportunity for Butterfly Conservation to stretch its wings in the field of environmental 

education. Three years on from the project’s 
close, Senior Education officer Kate Merry gives 
an update on what has happened since, and what 
the future might hold.

Munching Caterpillars was a fantastic project 
to work on – fun, varied, often frantically 
busy, demanding but very, very satisfying. The 
immediate months following the project’s close 
felt very quiet by comparison as I sat, desk 
bound, completing the end of project review and 
report for the Heritage Lottery Fund. 

I felt proud of the finished report and it was good 
to reflect on all that the project had achieved; 
233 primary school workshops delivered, 99 
community events, 16 training workshops   
14,000 children reached in total. The feedback 
from those taking part in the project gave us 
confidence that the simple, engaging activities 
and workshops we devised had certainly enabled 
us to meet our main aim of enthusing young 
people in the fascinating world of butterflies, 
moths and their caterpillars – and importantly, 
of inspiring them to take action to help them.

Fast forward to 2018 and there are new Munching 
Caterpillars projects underway. The first to get 
started put an urban spin on the original project. 
‘Munching Caterpillars Goes to Town’ is being 
delivered in Bristol by Project Officer Matt 
Brierley. Working on behalf of the Somerset 
and Bristol Branch, who have part-funded and 
instigated the project, Matt has been visiting 

Munching Caterpillars:
An Update on Butterfly Conservation’s Flagship Education Project

Figs. 1 & 2: Seeing live specimens up close is always a highlight.
Fig. 3: Megan Lowe opens the moth trap.
Fig. 4: Getting up close to a caterpillar.

Photos by Kate Barrett (Figs. 1 & 4), Rob Skinner (Fig. 2) & Richard Lucas (Fig. 3)
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schools in the most urban parts of the city where his work to connect children with nature 
has had a huge impact. Matt’s workshops with the children involve planting nectar and 
food plants in the school grounds and for many of them it is their first experience of 
holding a trowel and digging the soil. Not surprising then, that their reactions to coming 
face to face with a hairy Garden Tiger caterpillar are of extreme excitement! This project 
has benefitted from a fantastic partnership with the University of West England. Student 
volunteers have worked with Matt in the classrooms and out at events, and have enjoyed 
their time with us and gained some useful experience.

Over in Hampshire, Project Officer Kate Barrett has begun work on Munching 
Caterpillars – Wild in Winchester. This project shifts the focus away from the classroom 
and instead aims to encourage schools from Winchester and beyond to visit our reserve 
at Magdalen Hill Down. We are thinking of it as a giant, outdoor classroom! Kate will 
be using this wonderful natural resource as a living illustration of many elements of the 
national curriculum. An important part of Kate’s work is to establish a partnership with 
the Winchester Science Centre, which sits right on the edge of the reserve. Kate will be 
training staff to use the reserve as an opportunity to cover more ecological topics with 
the hundreds of thousands of school children that visit each year.

Our most recent project, Munching Caterpillars Scotland, is off to a flying start. Thanks 
to further HLF funding, the two year project will be delivered across Scotland’s Central 
Belt with Polly Philpot based at our Stirling Office. Polly has adjusted our resources 
for use in Scotland and has brought our workshop content in line with the Curriculum 
for Excellence. She is already out visiting schools, planning their spring and summer 
workshops and activities. At the time of writing, we are just about to embark on a fourth 
project in Gloucestershire. Busy times ahead!

The great challenge has been funding these projects. We have had fantastic support from 
our Branches but fund-raising to cover the full costs of these projects has been tough. We 
will continue to work hard to ensure that our Munching Caterpillars campaign marches 
steadily on, and we have some new projects in the pipeline that we hope to be able to 
share soon. We will keep striving to ensure that there is a new generation of butterfly 
and moth enthusiasts and that we continue to offer opportunities for them to become 
captivated by these beautiful insects – just as we have. 

To find out more about education work at Butterfly Conservation please get in touch 
with Kate Merry, kmerry@butterfly-conservation.org. For more information on 
Munching Caterpillars projects past and present and for our education resources visit 
www.munchingcaterpillars.org.
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Finding Hornet Moth
John Geeson
The Hornet Moth Sesia apiformis is the largest of the Clearwing Moths (Sesiidae) found 
in the UK. Their larvae feed in the bark of mature Black Poplars Populus nigra trees, or 
the more widely planted hybrid Black Poplar clones planted for timber production or as 
windbreaks; they spend 2-3 years in the bark, always close to ground level, and searching 
stands of these trees frequently reveals their large flight holes (<8mm diameter) around 
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the base. However, finding the impressive adult insects (up to 30-35mm in length) is not 
as easy. The Norfolk Moths website (www.norfolkmoths.co.uk) shows their recorded 
distribution within the county. They emerge in mid-summer, typically in July, and can 
occasionally be found sitting sometimes in coupled pairs near to the base of the host trees 
especially early in the mornings, before they disperse up into the canopy. An alternative 
strategy may be to use pheromone attractants api or hor, with best response likely to be 
0730-1030. I managed to find a mating pair in Norfolk that are illustrated below.
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Butterfly Conservation – Norfolk Branch 
Income and Expenditure Account for the Year Ended 31 March 2018 

      
      
INCOME 2017/18   2016/17  
 £ £  £ £ 
      
Subscriptions  4,934     4,298   
Donations  1,768     1,995   
Interest  50     82   
Sales at Events  97     286   
VAT refund  11     31   
Fundraising  -       100   
Refreshments  -       19   
   6,860     6,811  
      
EXPENDITURE      
      
T & S - conservation volunteers  489     361   
Training - conservation volunteers  10     -     
Consultants (conservation)  1,251     -     
Field equipment  26     195   
Printing (conservation)  10     -     
Events - conservation (inc workshops)  81     -     
Reserve maintenance  500     667   
Printing - membership servicing  14     -     
Membership postage  78     -     
Branch newsletters - printing  1,440     1,300   
Branch newsletters - postage  1,251     901   
Purchase of stock for resale  -       50   
Cost of Sales (Calc) (3)    220   
Stationery & other office consumables  79     288   
Computers - Purchase, repair and maint'ce  837     -     
Committee expenses  29     150   
AGM expenses  77     95   
VAT paid  -       26   
Contributions to the moth atlas  471     -     
   6,640     4,253  
      
      
SURPLUS (DEFICIT) FOR YEAR   220     2,558  
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Butterfly Conservation – Norfolk Branch 
Balance Sheet as at 31 March 2018 

      
 2017/18   2016/17  
CURRENT ASSETS £ £  £ £ 
      
Stock for Sale 422   420  
Debtors 0   5  
Prepayments 91   325  
Current Account 9,870   8,373  
Deposit Account 10,000   10,000  
Cash Float    40  
VAT 197    -     
  20,580   19,163 
      
CURRENT LIABILITIES      
      
Creditors (1,568)    -     
  (1,568)    -    
      
TOTAL NET ASSETS  19,012   19,163 
      
      
Balance brought forward 1 April 2017 19,163     
2016/17 HO adjustment* (371)     
  18,792   16,605 
      
Surplus (deficit) for year  220   2,558 
      
Balance carried forward 31 March 2018  19,012   19,163 
      

 

* £325 prepayments, £5 debtors & £40 cash float 
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Moths Matter
Greg Bond
Writing this at the end of October we are coming to the end of a dry, warm summer and 
early autumn, in stark contrast with the bitter conditions of spring. The season is not 
yet over and continues to throw up surprises like the recent three Beautiful Marbleds 
bringing the County total to eight and the unprecedented cluster of Maize Moths Spodea 
recurvalis with 13 in two days in mid October taking the County total to 15! With these 
extreme rarities were decent numbers of other migrants such as Delicate, Vestal and at 
least one each of Clifden Nonpareil and Golden Twin-spot hinting at origins of the south 
coast or, more likely, France or Iberia.

It has in fact been a good year for migrant moths in Norfolk with decent numbers virtually 
all autumn of charming Hummingbird Hawkmoths and hulking great Convolvulus 
Hawkmoths, the latter being especially attracted to night flowering tobacco plants 
Nicotiana. Tree-lichen Beauty Cryphia algae was first recorded in Norfolk in 2008 with 
no further records until 2013 but went mad this year with several all the way along the 
north coast. Another species spreading north, Clancy’s Rustic finally made it across 
the border from Suffolk this October, as did a couple of L-album Wainscots and a third 
Cypress Carpet, while only the second county Angle-striped Sallow this century was 
happily (for me, if not the moth) in my trap in August.

The late mild weather has also seen a number of 
unexpected presumed second brood moths, such 
as Buff and Orange Footmen and Short cloaked 
Moth as well as good numbers of Merveille du 
Jour (great name, isn’t it!), Lunar Underwings, 
Black Rustics but, from a personal point of view, 
far fewer sallow species. Catches from individual 
traps during the warm, dry spell were reported 
in the hundreds, often with three-figure species 
counts as well. With more yet to come, it will be 
interesting to see how 2018 finally shapes out 
and whether the more organised surveys such as 
the National Moth Night and the weekly Garden 
Moth Survey reflect this apparent abundance. It 
will also be interesting to see if this is a false 
dawn in the long term decline of moth numbers 
in Norfolk or whether we might yet be able 
again to drive at night through at least a light 
snowstorm (of moths, that is).

With the growing number of recorders running moth traps, interest is inevitably growing 
in exploration further afield and our moth events this year have been well attended. It’s 
amazing what having decent weather can do and we weren’t rained off at all this year, 
though a crop fire did rather put a dampener on our visit to Weeting. Nothing especially 
rare was recorded this year but the numbers of moths and species at both Catfield, on 

Merveille du Jour
Dichonia aprilina

Photo by Mike Gasson
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the Open Day and NWT’s Foxley Wood were challenging, to say the least. We try to 
organise it so everybody present has a chance to see any or all of the more interesting at 
least part of the catch, but the moths don’t always oblige! Nevertheless, with a spread 
of events encompassing fen in Catfield, diverse and ancient woodland at Foxley, the 
at least semi-organic Abbey Farm and the grounds of Hoveton Hall and gardens the 

variety of species recorded was impressive. We 
are currently developing a new agenda of visits 
for 2019 and I would urge anyone interested to 
come along if you can.

It’s not often that moths make the national, or 
even local, press but this has happened twice 
recently. A couple of years ago there was of 
course the threat to our cherished sprout crops 
which the tiny immigrant Diamondback moth 
posed after it arrived in spectacular numbers, 
then this year there has been the admittedly 
unpleasant effects which the caterpillars of the 
Brown tail moth can have, with some fairly 
draconian measures being taken against them. 

Moths can of course be substantial pests, witness 
the effect which the Horse chestnut leaf miner has 
on the leaves of its host tree and the arrival of the 
Box tree moth is likely to have a serious effect on 
its host plant. Both Oak and Pine Processionary 
moths are serious pests but happily do not seem 
to be spreading much, while abroad species such 
as Scarce Bordered Straw, welcome as a scarce 
migrant in the UK, including Norfolk, can be a 
major problem for cereal crops – think night-
flying cabbage whites!

Finally, on the subject of leaf mines, many people now are looking more seriously at 
these. The moths themselves are tiny and either don’t occur or are easily overlooked in 
moth traps, so from a recording point of view identification of leaf mines can substantially 
fill in gaps locally. A quick check of the Norfolk Moths website bears witness to this 
with several new species being recorded in the County each year and range expansions 
being regularly noted. It’s not for everyone, but certainly provides valuable information 
for e.g reserve wardens or managers which they would not otherwise get. Information 
on identification is not as easily come by as the moths themselves but websites such as 
http://www.leafmines.co.uk/index.htm will help.
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Reed Leopard
Phragmataecia castanease

at Catfield Fen
Photo by Mike Gasson
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Catfield Fen in 2018
Mike Gasson
Our Open Day in June was very well attended, although the weather was not so good 
for seeing the Swallowtails. The moth traps fared better, yielding a massive and varied 
collection to interest a big group of enthusiasts. Thanks to Mick A’Court for setting 
and bringing in moth traps from all over the fen and to Greg Bond for the marathon 
identification session. Boat trips were again popular with Keith Bacon doing a sterling 
job as captain and guide. 

A lot of work is taking place behind the scenes with a big push to get external grant 
funding to increase monitoring and undertake some major site improvements. A new 
approach to assessing Swallowtail larvae, based on methods perfected on the RSPB 
reserves was started this year. This will be continued and should lead to some useful 
information on breeding status within the fen.

The biggest and in some ways saddest news though is that two key people are moving on 
this year. Andy Hewitt has been our marshman at Catfield Fen for many years and really 
is part of its history. We will miss his expertise in sedge harvesting and his contribution 
to site management. Richard Mason has led the strategic and day to day management at 
Catfield for several years along side his role as site manager at nearby Sutton Fen. He 
has been a great supporter of Catfield and made an invaluable contribution to its well 
being. Richard has just fulfilled an important ambition in taking on a site manager post 
with RSPB’s flagship reserve in Abernethy, Scotland. We thank them both for being 
such an important part of BC Catfield Fen and wish them the very best for their futures.

As mentioned last year, we are still hoping to organise a small volunteer group to 
contribute to management and monitoring tasks at Catfield Fen. Please let Mike Gasson 
know by email (moorend@globalnet.co.uk) if you are interested and we will keep you 
informed of developments. 
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Photographic Show Winners 2018
Some of the entries from the 2018 Photographic Show are included in the portfolio on 
the following pages. The British Class was won by Graham Phillips with an image of 
Silver-studded Blue taken on Buxton Heath (Fig. 1 next page). The Overseas class was 
by Judith Wells with a photograph of Grass Jewel and this is featured on the front cover 
of the Newsletter. Judith had three entries in this Class and her other two images were a 
tie for second place with just one vote separating them from her winner. These images 
are included in the portfolio (next pages Figs. 4 & 8). 

Do think about entering something next year as the event’s success depends on having 
a good number of photographs.

Fig. 1: Open Day at Catfield Fen
Fig. 2: Andy Hewitt in 1994 harvesting sedge on Catfield Fen 
Photos by Heather Goody (Fig. 1) & Roland Rogers (Fig. 2)



Some Entries from the 2018 Photographic Competition
Fig. 1: Silver-studded Blue on Buxton Heath by Graham Phillips.
Fig. 2: Large Copper in Romania by Harry Faull.
Fig. 3: Silver-studded Blue on Buxton Heath by Graham Phillips.
Fig. 4: Two-tailed Pasha by Judith Wells.
Fig. 5: Little Tiger Blue in Greece by Harry Faull.
Fig. 6: Purple Emperor in Fermyn Woods by Harry Faull.
Fig. 7: Cardinal in Greece by Harry Faull.
Fig. 8: Black-veined Whites by Judith Wells.
Fig. 9: Painted Lady in Suffolk by Harry Faull.

1
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Judy Dunmore
This year Giles and I joined around 300 other BC members for the Annual Members’ 
Day and AGM at Nottingham on Saturday November 10th, celebrating 50th years of 
Butterfly Conservation. The morning started with the AGM which set the tone for the 
day with a mixture of nostalgia, reports on the past year, future aspirations and the 
challenges ahead. It was really good to hear direct from Head Office staff and Trustees 
on how the charity has grown and progressed over the years and also their ambitious 
plans for the future. The AGM was followed by a full and varied day with very 
interesting talks and presentations. The first talk dealt with the effects of street lighting 
on moths and was followed by a presentation about landscape-scale conservation. After 
lunch there was a very interesting talk about 50 years of moth conservation and another 
plotting the development of BC’s Magdalen Hill Down Reserve near Winchester. The 
afternoon concluded with a keynote speech by Professor Jeremy Thomas, who did the 
initial research on the Large Blue butterfly, on 50 years’ of research-based conservation 
of butterflies. It was a shame there were not more Norfolk members attending as it 
turned out to be such a great day.

A Great Day

Judy Dunmore
Field Trip Organiser: We looking for a volunteer to take on this role. Initially it involves 
arranging a varied summer field trip programme, liaising with other organisations for 
access if necessary, finding a leader (if you are not doing it yourself) and producing the 
necessary details for inclusion in our Newsletter. This is a vital role within the Branch but 
need not be particularly onerous. On average we have around six trips a year including 
possibly one outside the county. If you feel you could take this on please get in touch.

Events Co-ordinator and/or Display Organiser: We are still in need of someone to 
oversee our attendance at public events. Each year we receive various invitations, many 
of which we have had to turn down for lack of an organiser. This person would hold 
our stock of leaflets and sales goods and deal with replacements where needed as well 
as liaise with event organisers and ensure there are sufficient people to man the stand

We have display boards and the photographs etc often need to be changed depending 
on the particular event. It would be good if someone with a flair for design could have a 
look at these boards and update the content – this could be a separate volunteer.

Attendance at such Public Events is key to our aim of spreading the message about 
conservation and recording of butterflies and moths, as well as raising funds for the 
branch. Please consider if you could help in any way and get in touch with me.

Can You Help?
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One of the dykes at Catfield Fen showing the extensive growth of Water-soldier 
this year

Photo by Heather Goody 
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