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Editorial: 2020 has continued, so far with mild and 
wet weather. The unsettled weather which began at 
the end of September has barely let up into the first 
half of January. During the first 10 days of January I 
saw a Bloody-nosed Beetle and a Red Ant species 
on the move on Dartmoor which was a surprise. A 
number of people have seen Red Admirals already 
in this first half of the month, myself included. On 
12th January I saw a Comma flying about in Darting-
ton Gardens, the earliest date I have  seen one. 
 
 
Work at Lydford Old Railway Reserve has 
shifted up a couple of gears recently with 
significantly more tree clearing and lopping of 
overhanging branches. Heath Fritillary, which 
breeds on the reserve needs the warmest 
conditions we can provide and following re-
cent work more sunlight will reach the 
ground. John Davis, Jenny Plackett and 
Colin Sargent have liaised with the Forestry 
Commission which has done some of the 
heavy work including felling some trees that 
were dangerously leaning over the main foot-
path between sections 1 and 2. A second 
corridor into Lydford Forest has been created 
by the FC at the end of section 3. This will 
allow better circulation of Heath Fritillary 
which can be reluctant to fly over mature 
trees. A large south-facing clearing is to be 
created over the River Lyd high up the bank 
on the opposite side of the valley. This area 
has been identified to have plenty of the 
Heath’s caterpillar foodplant available. 
 
Aish Tor transect walkers appeal: Devon 
BC Transect Co-ordinator Jenny Evans is 
asking for walkers for the butterfly transect at 
Aish Tor on southern Dartmoor near Ashbur-
ton. Contact her via her email address:-    
jennifer.evans@lineone.net Training could be 
provided, if required, in transect walking and/
or butterfly identification and on the actual 
transect route. Aish Tor is well-known for 
its fritillary populations including High Brown. 

Hibernating Comma 
AMANDA HUNTER 

Before (above) and after (below): 
tree-felling on section 2 

COLIN SARGENT 
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Devon BC Members’ Day and AGM October 2019                            
Chair’s report:-                                                                                                            
1. The Committee and other colleagues: During 2018/2019 your Committee 
membership has remained stable although I am pleased that, following her elec-
tion a moment ago, we have a new member in the person of Amy Walkden. Not 
only does she represent a “breath of fresh air” but she is also very young com-
pared with most of us. So, Amy, welcome. I am sure you will bring your varied 
skills to bear on our Branch activities.                                                              
This year the Committee has met on six occasions. I should like to thank my 
colleagues for all their hard work on behalf of our members and for their sup-
port for me personally. Other colleagues not on the Committee do valuable 
work on behalf of BC. The collation of records of butterflies seen by Roger 
Bristow is a labour of love as is the work done by Jenny Evans in respect of 
transects walked by members.                                                                          
2. Finance: Unfortunately, Ray Jones is not here today to present the annual ac-
counts for the year ending 31st March 2019 but you will see from the details he has 
provided that, whilst there was an excess of expenditure over income of £452.44, 
we still ended the year with a healthy surplus of £2,342.65. Some of you will have 
noted that this year we made a donation of £3,000 to the All the Moor Butterflies 
project, an increase of £1,000 over the donation made in 2017/2018. Our expendi-
ture on reserve maintenance has also been stepped up and I shall say more on 
this subject later.                                                                                                        
3. Membership: Branch membership as at mid-September 2019 was 1039 
members. For some time the Branch Committee has had concerns about how the 
Branch Newsletter is sent to members, whether by email or in paper form, and the 
need to contain costs whenever possible. We are working hard with our col-
leagues at HQ to resolve outstanding issues.                                                                                       
4. Publicity: Committee colleagues have “flown the flag” for Butterfly Conser-
vation at various events this year including at the Haytor Visitor Centre on 
Dartmoor in April, at Yarner Wood in May, at the Goren Farm Festival in June, 
and at the Yealmpton Show in 
July. Whilst public interaction 
at these events was generally 
good, especially later in the 
year, it was less so at Bioblitz-
es held at Ashclyst Forest, Hal-
don and at the Sidmouth Don-
key Sanctuary where we had a 
presence but few sales but our 
presence at the Chardstock 
Street Fair and Wembury bio-
blitz was appreciated by the 
public and was a good move.           
Langaford Farm has been the 
venue for meetings of the Dev-
on Recovery Group and Devon BC stall at Chardstock Street Fair   
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Broadreach Recovery Group organised by Megan Lowe and Mary Harold. You 
will remember that Megan outlined the importance of these meetings in her 
address at the AGM last year. Hopefully those who have attended will become 
valuable recruits to the causes of Butterfly Conservation.                                    
May I emphasise what Mary Harold has said in her Publicity Officer’s report 
2019 that volunteers are always welcome to assist at these events and her be-
lief that volunteering “… continues to be a worthwhile part of Butterfly Conserva-
tion”. Indeed the Chief Executive in her Annual Review reminds us that the work of 
volunteers in 2018/19 equates to £14 million of effort – a remarkable figure.          
5. Field Events: A remarkably full and diverse programme of events has been 
organised between February and October this year enabling members to par-
ticipate not only in volunteer work on our own reserves but also to visit parts of 
the county which they may not have had the opportunity to see before. Several 
of these were Moth events and there was also a joint event with the Dorset 
Branch at Alners Gorse BC Reserve which I attended. My thanks are due to all 
the leaders of these events who include Committee colleagues. Members’ un-
derstanding of butterflies and moths would be much the poorer without their 
generous involvement in these activities. And not only of lepidoptera! Jenny 
Evans’ walk at Welcombe Mouth in August enabled those present to witness one 
of the finest aerial displays by a pair of Peregrine Falcons that I have ever seen.   
6. The Branch Newsletter and Website: Our Branch Newsletter is a vital 
means of keeping members aware of what is happening in our Branch and what 
species of butterfly or moth have been recorded, as is our website. Pete Hurst nev-
er fails to assemble interesting articles and photographs in the former, whilst Aman-
da, Dave, Bill and Mary update the latter to the best of their ability. I wish to thank 
them sincerely for their splendid efforts on our behalves.                                       
7. Reserves Conservation Work:-                                                                            
(i) Little Breach: John Bell is retiring as our “honorary warden” at Little Breach. I 
would like to thank John for all his good work there over the years and to wish 
him well in the future. I am glad to report that Mr Rick Tillett has agreed to step 
into John’s shoes as it were.                                                                              
(ii) Lydford Old Railway Reserve: Colin has reported that it has not been a 
good year for the Heath Fritillaries but we are hopeful that the work involving 
the removal of overhanging trees will continue to bear fruit and allow the butter-
flies to expand their range.                                                                                
(iii) Conservation Work Parties: Work parties were arranged in 2018/2019 at 
Haldon, Chudleigh Knighton Heath, Ashclyst Forest, Teigngrace Meadow, Lyd-
ford Old Railway Reserve and at Miltor Mator (Kingskerswell), although that at 
Little Breach had to be cancelled on account of poor weather. Amanda Hunter 
also organised a work day at Lummaton Quarry.                                             
(iv) The Conservation Adviser: Peter Beale has been as active as ever in his 
role as Conservation Adviser this year. Quite apart from continuing to advise 
members of the public over how best to manage their land for the benefit of 
butterflies and moths he has established firm links with Mr Stuart Britton of 
Countryside Contracting in respect of the carrying out of work at Little Breach 
involving fence maintenance and bracken cutting. Thanks to an initiative pro-
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moted by Peter, the Branch has 
worked with National Trust 
Rangers and Mr Britton in scrub 
clearance on an area of Ash-
clyst Forest designed to en-
hance habitat opportunities for 
Pearl Bordered and Silver 
Washed Fritillaries, White Admi-
rals and other butterfly species. 
The cost of Mr Britton’s input 
was sanctioned by Butterfly 
Conservation HQ.                        
There has been ongoing com-
munication with South West 
Water over the management by 
that organisation of particular areas of grassland at Trenchford Reservoir for 
the benefit of certain butterfly species.                                                             
8. Additional Matters:-                                                                                     
(i) Education and Young Children: I have been delighted at some of the 
events I have attended this year by the enthusiasm and interest in moths and 
butterflies shown by several young children and their parents. If the younger 
generations are to experience some of the wonders of the world of lepidop-
tera, we owe it to them to harness their enthusiasm and encourage them how-
ever we can. So I believe having a stall at the various events where we have 
been present is important and will sow the seeds of interest in butterflies and 
moths in young minds.                                                                                      
(ii) Dr Jim Asher and Mrs K Goldie-Morrison: Dr Jim Asher is soon standing 
down as Chair of BC. I had the pleasure of meeting the Chair elect, Mrs Ka-
ren Goldie-Morrison, at a key supporters event held at Langaford Farm re-
cently. I feel sure she will be a worthy successor to Dr Asher and I wish her 
well at the helm of Butterfly Conservation.                                                       
(iii) Bob Heckford – MCT Lifetime Achievement Award in Lepidoptera Conser-
vation: I am delighted to inform you that the MCT Judging Panel have decided to 
award Bob Heckford with the 2019 Lifetime Achievement Award in Lepidoptera 
Conservation. Although a nomination was not submitted by Devon Branch in re-
spect of Bob this year, Julie Williams has confirmed that when the judging panel 
received the previous nominations made by us in 2017 and 2018 alongside the 
nominations for others made in 2019, they overwhelmingly felt that Bob was the 
most deserving and appropriate of the candidates to receive the award this year 
and decided accordingly. So, Bob, many congratulations from us all.                                                          
9. Marjory Taylor, Jenny Evans, Roger and Pam Bristow and Amy 
Walkden: Finally, may I record our grateful thanks to Marjorie Taylor, Jenny 
Evans, Roger and Pam Bristow and Amy Walkden for organising the arrange-
ments for this Members’ Day so well. 

Thank you for your attendance today and I hope you enjoy our programme. 

Work day at Chudleigh Knighton Heath Nov. 2019 
PETE HURST 

Jonathan S Aylett 
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Moth report for 2018  - Barry Henwood                                                         
Moth recording is going well. In fact the number of records received is stagger-
ing. The table below gives a breakdown of the 90,420 records submitted to me 
during the year. 

When these records were imported, the Devon moth database passed the 1 
million mark. The millionth record was a V-Pug, Chloroclystis v-ata recorded by 
Kevin Johns in Newton Abbot on 11 July.  This is now such a significant data-
base that it has been used to help research on Cuckoos which are dependent 
on large hairy caterpillars. 
Space is insufficient for a comprehensive report, but here are some highlights:- 
Lyonetia prunifoliella had rarely been recorded in the UK before 2017 when 
over 100 larval mines were recorded on Blackthorn in Devon.  The species ap-
pears to be established with further mines recorded over a wide area in 2018. 
Ancylis upupana was recorded new to Devon from the Axmouth-Lyme Regis 
Undercliff and 11 days later it was recorded at the other end of the county at 
Warleigh Wood. 
Agrotera nemoralis is a moth established in Hornbeam woods in the south 
east of England. In recent years a resident population has been discovered 
across the Tamar at the Mount Edgcumbe estate.  A single moth was recorded at 
Warleigh Wood in 2018.  It is possible that it may prove to be resident there in view 
of its proximity to Mount Edgcumbe, albeit separated by a wide expanse of water. 
Box Moth Cydalima perspectalis is a native of the eastern Palearctic region 
including China and Japan, but almost certainly got accidentally introduced into 
Europe via the plant trade. It is now abundant in 
France and resident in south east England.  It 
was recorded in Devon for the first time in 2018, 
when there were 15 records. These may have all 
been migrants from Europe, but it is worth looking 
out for larvae on Box. 
Oleander Hawk-moth Daphnis nerii was record-
ed at Tipton St John. This is the third Devon rec-
ord of this beautiful migrant moth since the 1960s, 
the previous two being in 2016. 
                                                     (continued) 

  Pre-2018 
 records 

2018  
records 

Total  
submitted  

during 2018 

Accepted at species level 13,356 73,397 86,753 

Accepted at supra-specific 
level 

227 1,744 1,971 

Not accepted 943 672 1,615 

Butterflies 2 89 91 

Total 14,528 75,902 90,420 

Box Moth BARRY HENWOOD 
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Jersey Mocha Cyclophora ruficiliaria is another new colonist. The first Devon 
record was 2011, then there were none until 2015 when it was recorded annual-
ly in single figures until 2018 when the records shot up to 35, more than twice 
the number of all previous Devon records put together. In sharp contrast False 
Mocha Cyclophora porata, a similar species which shares the same foodplant 
oak has been rapidly disappearing, the last record being 2014. 
Little Thorn Cepphis advenaria was known in Devon from a single record at 
Starcross in 2009. In 2017 two were recorded at Bere Ferrers with further rec-
ords there in 2018, when it was also recorded at Bere Alston and South Brent.  
Olive Crescent Trisateles emortualis was recorded at Noss Mayo, probably a mi-
grant individual because as a resident species it occurs mainly in SE England. 
Clifden Nonpareil / Blue Underwing Catocala frax-
ini appears to be rapidly colonising Devon.  Previous-
ly a scarce migrant, it is now well established across 
southern England. The first Devon record was 1895, 
then none until 1973 followed by 2004 when there was 
one record per year until 2007 when there were two. 
This was followed by two in 2011 and it has been seen 
annually since 2013. There were one or two each year 
until 2016 then 10 in 2017 and 19 in 2018. 
Dusky-lemon Sallow Cirrhia gilvago was recorded at 
Ide; there are only 8 previous Devon records, the last 
being 2004. 
Pale-lemon Sallow Cirrhia ocellaris was recorded at 
Noss Mayo, the third Devon record, the previous two 
being in 2011.  This is almost certain to be a migrant 
individual. 
Radford’s Flame Shoulder Ochropleura leucogaster 
was only previously known in Devon from 3 records, but 
in 2018 there were 7 records.  Although these are assumed to be migrants, it 
seems possible that this species will become established as a resident species. 
Dotted Rustic Rhyacia simulans was recorded at Noss Mayo, representing the 
first confirmed Devon record. It was probably a migrant individual. 
 
 
 
Devon BC Transect Co-ordinator: Jenny Evans gave an illustrated report on the 
2019 transect season  with previous years as a comparison. A notable statistic was 
2 consecutive years of lower nos. of Heath Fritillary at Lydford Old Railway Reserve. 
 
 
Committee elections: Amy Walkden was elected as a new committee member 
and Colin Sargent, Peter Beale and Mary Harold were re-elected onto committee. 

Clifden Nonpareil 
SHELAGH PARSONS 
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Butterfly Conservation - Devon Branch

Income and Expenditure account

1st April 2018 to 31st March 2019

Treasurer - Ray Jones

2018/19 2017/18 2016/17

Balance as at 1st April 2795.09 1929.45 1438.34

Income - year to 31st March 2019

Subscriptions 5682.00 5613.00 4644.00

Grants: - Little Breach Reserve 109.89 0.00 282.54

Donations - Individuals 396.70 242.69 602.90

Donations - Corporate/organisations 125.00 90.00 454.00

Sales Income (gross) 105.50 228.70 426.50

Other Income 0.00 0.00 0.30

TOTAL INCOME 6419.09 6174.39 6410.24

Expenditure - year to 31st March 2019

Donations to Two Moors / All the Moor Fritillary projectATMB project 3000.00 2000.00 2500.00

Donation to National Moth Recording Scheme 0.00 31.00 0.00

Insurance 18.63 34.42 47.68

Reserve maintenance - Lydford 1388.90 1300.00 650.00

Reserve maintenance - Little Breach 430.00 0.00 0.00

Reserve maintenance  - others 372.80 250.00 0.00

Newsletter expenses 1339.90 1276.60 1591.65

Members Day expenses 167.00 189.00 149.00

Meeting room hire 105.00 135.00 160.00

Purchase of Gazebo 0.00 0.00 89.99

Office Expenses 0.00 30.73 15.34

Mapmate licence 6.30 6.30 6.30

Stock purchases 0.00 0.00 565.50

Events expenses 43.00 55.70 93.00

VAT via HQ 0.00 0.00 50.67

TOTAL EXPENDITURE 6871.53 5308.75 5919.13

SUMMARY

Excess income over expenditure -452.44 865.64 491.11

Balance as at 31st March 2342.65 2795.09 1929.45

Future committed expenditure as at 31st March 2019

Little Breach reserve 627.45 947.56 947.56

Lydford reserve 47.65 336.55 384.55

Total committed expenditure 675.10 1284.11 1332.11
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Members’ Day talks:- 
 
How can we make our Urban Grasslands buzz with Wildlife? – Phil Sterling 
Phil began his talk by saying that it is good that there is an active recording ef-
fort for lepidoptera. He stated that the fundamentals of ecology are not widely 
understood including grassland ecosystems and it is difficult to persuade peo-
ple to change their habits in regard to managing grassland. Economic austerity 
measures have affected budgets for mowing verges but with climate change 
mowing could be necessary year-round for those who wished to keep verges 
“tidy”. Phil said that amenity grassland could be vastly improved by removing 
topsoil. “Thug” plants would not be able to survive in poor soils. Phil’s recom-
mendation is a maximum of 15 mm of topsoil or none at all. Phil also mentioned 
that grassland sites benefit from being “stirred up” from time to time to maxim-
ise opportunities for nature. Phil was able to apply his knowledge to the land-
scaping of the Weymouth relief road in Dorset where the Small Blue population 
has “exploded” and also Chalkhill Blue and Adonis Blue have appeared. Cut-
ting grass and collecting it reduces fertility. The Blandford bypass in Dorset has 
had cut and collect applied recently and now only needs one cut and collect per 
annum. Phil expressed his aversion to “pictorial meadows” where many colour-
ful non-native flowers may be sown. Landfill restoration sites can be an oppor-
tunity for wildlife – one such site provided habitat for Grayling and Silver-
studded Blue. Cutting and collecting the arisings can lead to great results in 10 
years and certainly in 30 years. Yellow Rattle, which helps reduce dominance 
of courser grasses is not a cure-all for good grassland, rather an adjunct to help 
the cause. It is best used where topsoil is thinner rather than seeding it into 
coarse grassland where it may not germinate. Reducing fertility is the key to 
good grassland. Where sites have gradually scrubbed up he said that sometimes 
the complete removal of vegetation can make sites ecologically more interesting. 
 
All The Moor Butterflies project update – Megan Lowe 

The project is due to end in March 2020 having 
begun in January 2017. Main focus is on 5 moor-
land fritillary species plus the Narrow-bordered 
Bee Hawk moth. Megan briefly said how the fritil-
laries had fared in 2019: Pearl-bordered quite 
good; High Brown okay; Marsh okay; Heath a 
poor year; Small Pearl-bordered unclear (poor 
weather during monitoring period), but some sites 
had returned good nos. Cornwall BC members 
who monitor Bodmin Moor were given the chance 
to see NBB Hawk moth on Dartmoor as until later 
in 2019 no recent sightings of the moth had been 
made in Cornwall. Attendees of Devon Recovery 
Learning had helped with monitoring fritillaries at 
Langaford Farm and would be involved in a work 
party during the autumn. School children in Bovey 

Pair of Narrow-bordered 
Bee Hawk moths at  

Langaford Farm June 2019 
KEVIN KEATLEY 
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Tracey had enjoyed nature days at Parke in Bovey. 280 individual volunteers 
had been involved with the project and 67 work parties had been organised with 
a few more still to take place. Megan appealed for fritillary species co-ordinators 
and also surveyors for timed counts. 
 
The Magdalen Hill Down BC reserve – Andy Barker 
Magdalen Hill Down is on the eastern side of Winches-
ter in Hampshire. Hampshire has 50% of its landscape 
made up of chalk. After the 1960’s much scrubbing up 
of habitats occurred following the presence of myxoma-
tosis in rabbit populations and Magdalen Hill Down was 
covered in thick scrub by 1989 when Andy first became 
involved there. It was hoped the reserve could provide 
habitat for Chalkhill Blue, Small Blue, Grizzled Skipper 
and Brown Argus. Structural diversity was aimed for 
and rabbit grazing was part of the ongoing management 
with added grazing from livestock. The first area of the reserve (10 ha) was 
managed with permission from the church who owned it. Eventually the land 
was sold to BC. A second 12 hectare piece was purchased later followed by a 
large third parcel of 23 ha. Finally a fourth chunk of 3.6 ha (old allotments) was 
purchased. The last part is not as rich as the rest of the reserve but Andy said 
Common Blue did well there. Grizzled eventually appeared at the reserve and 
the reserve is now one of the best sites in Hants. for the butterfly. Small Blue 
has a strong population and Chalkhill Blue and Brown Argus breed there as had 
been hoped. Sightings of a few Adonis Blue have occurred in recent years. The 
rare Striped Lychnis moth is present. Skylark is found there. When some arable 
scrapes were made Corncockle came up. Hants. & IOW BC have held New 
Members’ Days on the reserve. 
 
Summary of Silver-studded Blue in Devon 2019 
– Lesley Kerry 
A difficult year for Silver-studded Blues (SSB’s). 
26 frosts in the winter with 2 late frosts at the begin-
ning of May. 
 
The start of the flight period in June coincided with a 
spell of damp, cool and gloomy weather which didn't 
really lift until July. July in contrast was the hottest 
month ever recorded (though probably not in Devon). 
 
Despite the excellent year in 2018, 2019 has proved a 
big disappointment with low numbers. Lack of specific 
management on existing sites over the last two years 
has resulted in many of the sites becoming overgrown 
and unsuitable for SSBs. For the East Devon Peb-
blebed Heaths a total of 565 SSB were seen in 2019 
(739 in 2018).                                   (continued over) 

Chalkhill Blue 
PETER VERNON 

Mating Silver-studded Blues 
DAVE LAND 
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However 11 new colonies were discovered on Aylesbeare and Harpford 
RSPB reserve following searches by a team of RSPB volunteers. 
 
In South Devon Michael Brooking recorded good numbers again (1,142), de-
spite some exceptionally high winds. In 2018 he recorded 2,121. 
 
A single caterpillar was found inadvertently by Chris Hodgson on 8th May 
while he was collecting ants. 
 
As last year the first date SSBs were recorded was 6th June at Wheathills by 
Rosemary Roberts and Gerry Curtis. 
 
For comparison purposes the recorded butterfly numbers are totalled from 
three visits only, with a minimum of 10 days apart to avoid counting the same 
individual twice, as the lifespan of an individual adult is a week or so on aver-
age. 
 

Bob Heckford receives 

Marsh Christian Trust 
Lifetime Achievement 
Award in Lepidoptera 
Conservation - Barry Henwood 
 
On 16th November 2019 at the 
national BC AGM Bob Heck-
ford was presented with this 
year’s Lifetime Achievement 
Award in Lepidoptera conser-
vation. This is the first time 
anyone from Devon has been 
presented with this award.  In 
2015 Bob was presented with 
the HH Bloomer Medal from 
the Linnean Society. This is 
awarded to an amateur natu-
ralist who has made an im-
portant contribution to biological knowledge.  No-one else has ever been giv-
en both these awards. Well done Bob. 
 
Bob is Britain’s foremost micro-lepidopterist, having added enormously to sci-
entific knowledge, which has often led to conservation measures. He is both a 
Scientific Associate at the Natural History Museum, London and a Volunteer 
Specialist with the National Trust. Bob has never worked at the Natural Histo-
ry Museum. It is an unpaid position that is reviewed annually. Most of those 
who are Scientific Associates are former members of staff. 

Bob, centre receiving his framed presentation of 
Richard Lewington illustrations of micro moths 

with Jim Asher, BC Chairman, left 
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He is often called upon by several of Europe’s 
leading Microlepidopterists for linguistic checking 
of papers written in English. 
 
He has added 17 species to the British list: Ec-
toedemia heckfordi, Infurcitinea cap-
tans, Phyllonorycter staintoniella, Tebenna mical-
is, Coleophora prunifoliae, Metalampra italica, 
Bryotropha dryadella, Syncopacma albifrontella, 
S. suecicella, Batrachedra parvulipunctella, Stathmopoda diplaspis,S. auriferel-
la, Anatrachyntis badia, A. simplex, Adoxophyes privatana, Celypha rurestra-
na and Bactra lacteana.  Only one of these was found at light! Several were 
found as larvae. 
He has five species named after him. He found Ectoedemia heckfordi, in the 
larval stage, new to science in woods near Buckfastleigh. Its current world distri-
bution comprises five 1-kilometre squares in south Devon and one specimen 
from Austria. He has also had Bryotropha heckfordi and Megacraspedus heck-
fordi from Spain named after him, the former because of his contribution to 
knowledge of the biology of that genus (he had also found adults before it was 
described), the latter as a result of finding the first specimen about 19 years 
ago, realising that it was undescribed but did not have more material to describe 
it and waiting until 2019 for it to be named in a major publication. He also has 
Cosmopterix heckfordi from Kenya and a fly, Phytomyza heckfordi, which he 
reared new to science from Scotland. 
 
He has added two species new to Spain and 
one species new to Croatia, all discovered in 
the larval stage (and subsequently reared). 
 
He wrote part of volume 4 of The Moths and 
Butterflies of Great Britain and Ireland and was 
a joint editor, with Stella Beavan and David 
Agassiz, in 2013 of the Checklist of the Lepi-
doptera of the British Isles. He has published 
over 270 notes and papers in entomological 
journals. These include accounts of the larvae 
of 25 species of micro-moth which were un-
known or undescribed in Britain but known 
from mainland Europe and a further 23 spe-
cies of micro-moth whose larvae were un-
known or undescribed in mainland Europe.  
 
As well as finding larvae of micro-moths, Bob has 
found larvae of a fly, Cerodontha unisetiorbita, in 
leaves of bamboo that proved to be an adventive 

Ectoedemia heckfordi 
DR. ERIK VAN NIEUKERKEN 

Moths painted by Richard Lew-
ington on Bob’s plaque including 
some of the species new to the 

UK that Bob has discovered 
BOB HECKFORD 
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new to the British list. He was also the 
first both in Britain and Europe to rear 
another fly, Thripomorpha coxendix, from 
a seedhead of teasel that he collected 
during a Bioblitz at Highgrove, Doughton, 
Gloucestershire, the family home of HRH 
Prince Charles.  
 
Bob has reared a number of parasitoids 
from found larvae. Of these 4 were new 
to Britain and one was new to science. In 2015 he reared the second and third 
known specimens of a chalcid, Microlycus harcalo, that was described from one 
specimen in 1852 and not seen again anywhere until his rediscovery in 2015. 
 
He has worked closely with Torbay Coast and 
Countryside Trust to conserve Infurcitinea al-
bicomella (at its now only known British site which 
he rediscovered in 1990) and Coleophora li-
nosyridella (at its only known British site where he 
found the larva feeding on the very rare Goldilocks 
Aster; the other area for the moth is the Thames 
Estuary where the larva feeds on Sea Aster), and 
with the National Trust and BC to conserve Synco-
pacma suecicella and S. vinella.   
 
It would take a book for me to have enough space 
to tell all the many wonderful tales of Bob’s discoveries. As an example, Plu-
tella haasi was only known in Britain from one specimen found somewhere on 
Beinn Eighe, Wester Ross, Scotland, in 1954, until 2009 when Bob rediscov-
ered it there and then discovered its foodplant, Arabidopsis petraea. He subse-
quently found many larvae there and at 3 other localities including two new vice
-counties. In Europe it is known from only five localities in Norway and an adja-
cent one in Sweden and larvae have not yet been found in either country. 
 
 
Brown Hairsteak eggs found at Orley Common: A couple of decades ago 
Orley Common at Ipplepen near Newton Abbot was considered one of the best 
sites in Devon for seeing Brown Hairstreak, though field meetings there in the 
flight season did not always produce sightings of this elusive butterfly. Since 
then the site has had its special open limestone grassland area vastly expand-
ed and the large swathes of  flowers are well worth seeing in summer. Inevitably 
Blackthorn, the hairstreak’s food plant is not so common there now and there are 
fewer sightings of Brown Hairstreak being reported there. I had not heard about any 
in recent years so was pleased to hear from Kevin and Jacki Solman that they 
found 2 eggs of the species overwintering on Blackthorn at Orley last November. 

Plutella haasi above and 
Tebenna micalis, right 
painted by Richard Lew-
ington  BOB HECKFORD 

 

Syncopacma suecicella 
BOB HECKFORD &  
STELLA BEAVAN 
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Long-tailed Blue in Devon in 2019 
Many people made the pilgrimage last year to 
the beach near the river Axe at Seaton to see the 
transient Long-tailed Blue colony discovered by 
Luke Harman in August. Larvae were found and 
fresh adults photographed in the following 
weeks. The species can breed rapidly - within  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
about a month in warm weather. 
The butterfly is an immigrant and 
2019 proved to be the best ever year 
for it in the UK. 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
Monarch sighting: Lesley Highton reported seeing a Monarch butterfly in 
Devon at Southole (SS 222199) on 2nd October 2019. One was seen at Lyme 
Regis at about the same time (information from Roger Bristow) . 
 
 
Night-time Painted Lady: Dave Holloway 
reports that whilst on his night shift at work in 
Plymouth on September 30th last year, he saw 
a Painted Lady that had been attracted to a lit 
window. The time was 00.45 hours. It eventu-
ally settled on the window ledge under the 
external lights where it remained until circa 
02.15 hours! He had initially thought it to be a 
moth and was very surprised to see a butter-
fly. He speculated it could have been a new 
arrival from the continent as prevailing winds 
had been blowing from the south. 
 
 

Broad-leaved Everlasting Pea plants - 
foodplant of Long-tailed Blue -  on the 
beach at Seaton COLIN SARGENT 

Long-tailed Blue at Seaton 
COLIN SARGENT 

Painted Lady PETER VERNON 
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Ashclyst Forest BC Conservation 
workday 24th November 2019 – 
Amanda Hunter, BC volunteer 
 
Although it was a gloomy morning I 
decided I would attend the BC work-
day at Ashclyst because I wanted to 
know more about these wonderful 
woodlands.  On our twitter account 
@BCDevon this year a member 
shared a photo of a Silver-washed 
Fritillary valezina form seen here in 
August this year (I’ve not seen one of 
these yet but maybe in 2020 ….) and 
there are always good numbers of 
White Admirals and other summer butterflies recorded here during each summer. 
 
On arrival at the Forest Gate car park there was some confusion as members of 
the Devon Orienteering Club were also on site, but fortunately BC member Pete 
Hurst and NT Ranger John Hurbert were on duty at the car park gate to round up 
the conservation volunteers and Pete walked us to the coppicing site which was just 
off the ‘Purple Route’ in an area favoured by Pearl-bordered Fritillaries (and easy to 
see why as the ground showed plenty of violet leaves amongst the leaf litter).   
NT Forester John explained (whilst also providing a very welcome cup of tea to 
the volunteers) that the forest was currently recording a diminishing number of 
wildlife species and, as all the trees were mainly the same age, a decision had 
been taken to coppice small areas to encourage better numbers and variety of 
wildlife.  In addition to helping the Pearl-bordered Frits these new clear areas would 
especially benefit butterflies 
like the White Admiral, who 
love open forest rides and 
sunny glades but still need the 
darker denser areas sur-
rounding them in which they 
can lay their eggs on the older 
honeysuckle plants that best 
support their larvae. 
 
After the tea we set about 
our coppicing task and some 
of our members got great 
enjoyment from shouting 
‘timber’ at appropriate inter-
vals.  I kept to the small stuff 
as I can’t cope with the larg-

Work party at Ashclyst Forest  Nov. 2019   
AMANDA HUNTER 

Making enclosures of brash from coppiced material 
PETE HURST 
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er sawing tools but I was still able to contribute to the task by cutting back the 
more recent hazel regrowth which was still thin enough for me to be able to 
use my loppers.   
 
It was very good to welcome a new volunteer to our regular ranks, thanks To-
ny for your company and your tales of conservation in New Zealand which 
everyone found very interesting.  Also good to add Ashclyst to our list of winter 
work sites and to be able to work in co-operation with the National Trust in im-
proving the site for butterflies in years to come.  I was especially pleased to 
discover  that John had decided that they would not burn the brash that we cut 
down but were forming them into ad hoc fencing which might deter the deer 
from some areas.  These ‘fences’ would become wonderful refuges for all 
types of insects as they slowly decompose.  
 
I left at lunchtime as half a day of conservation work is generally enough for 
me – the rest of the group were still happily expanding what had become quite 
a large open area by this time.  I hope to be able to find it again when I visit in 
the summer just to see how the butterflies are enjoying it! 
 
Entomological Crossword 
By Paul Butter  (answers overleaf) 

                          

                          

                          

                          

                          

                          

                          

                          

                          

                          

                          

                          

                          

1 2 4 5 6 

7 8 

9 10 

11 12 

13 14 15 16 

17 

18 19 20 21 

22 23 

24 

ACROSS 
  1. Vanessa is well made up (6,4) 
  9. Mother’s usual routine? (7) 
10. Kinds (5) 
11. Fiery Welsh sorts have these wings (5) 
12. Satyr has lovely curly locks (7) 
13. See 2 Down (5 & 6) 
15. Second-hand net may have this bit missing (6) 
18. Twice banded moon struck moth to be specific (7) 
20. Stain is mixed to produce a beauty (5) 
22. Small moth, sounds like a mini strainer,  
       generically speaking 
23. What a lot of caterpillars might do if poked (7) 
24. Very small setae perhaps? 

DOWN 
  2. & 13 Across A meticulously tinted moth from a certain perspective (5 & 6) 
  3. Hazel tussock (3 - 4)  
  4. Definitely trapped part of passing beetle (6) 
  5. Rare immigrant moth speaks in ancient tongue (5) 
  6. … White is Orange Tip’s foreign cousin (7) 
  7. A fine colour for gamma (1, 4, 6) 
  8. How to find more about insect you are looking up (3, 3 5) 
14. Well describes Mocha’s markings (7) 
16. Generically a forester but not a scarce one (7) 
17. A question one might pose to a Scarce Silver Y we hear (3, 3) 
19. The British Wood White that is no longer here (5) 
21. Moth burning bright in the gardens of the night? (5) 
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 Entomological crossword (page 17)  
                      Answers 

The ever popular DVD’s produced by the 
late John Butter that showcase some of our 
county’s wildlife with reference to conserva-
tion as shown at numerous Members’ Days 
are available to purchase via Paul Butter 
paulndbutter@gmail.com 

 P A  I N T E D L A D Y  

A  N  U  L  A  A  U 

N  I G H T L Y  T Y P E S 

 I  L  T  T   I  P  E 

C L E A R  R  I N G L E T 

E    E  A    E  H 

S H A D E S  H A N D L E 

I  N    A  D     I 

L U N A R  I S  S A T  I N 

V  U  E  K  C  I  D 

E U L  I A  W R  I G G L E 

R  A  L  H  T  E  X 

 O R T  I N Y H A  I R S  
 

            

    

  

  

   

      

            

   

   

         

      

   

They cost £10, payable to the 
Brookwood Trust. Available titles are:- 
Seasons (John’s last DVD shown at the 
2018 Members’ Day), Of Birds and 
Beasties, Some Like it Hot (covering the 
UK’s 6 native reptiles), Woods for Wild-
life (shown at 2019 Members’ Day). 

     Small Tortoiseshell in 2019 

The once very common, now less 
frequently encountered Small Tor-
toiseshell may have had a better year 
in 2019. At the end of summer, Rog-
er Brothwood reported “a good quan-
tity of pristine Small Tortoiseshells” 
on his Bovey Tracey garden Buddle-
ias. Rick Tillett equally saw  respecta-
ble nos. in his  garden in Plymtree 
around the same time (Aug/Sept) 
when he estimated up to a dozen or 
even more at the peak. I myself only 
had singletons in the garden but I did 
chance upon a hibernating one inside 
a house in November. 

PETER VERNON 

    Spare a thought for grassland… 
 
In the public drive to plant trees to help re-
dress climate change, remember how im-
portant grasslands are for many butterflies 
and moths. Wildlife-rich grassland has di-
minished to a fraction (maybe 3%) of what 
it once was. About half of the British butter-
fly species can be found in grassland habi-
tats and these habitats are equally im-
portant for many moth species especially 
dayflying ones. Planting trees in grassland 
that is already biodiverse will not help in the 
push to conserve biodiversity. For any tree 
planting in grassland sites it is better to 
focus on perhaps amenity areas that have 
a history of frequent mowing or possibly 
rough/rank grassland that is not flower-rich. 
Newly-planted woodland will be more bio-
diverse if grassland/grassy margins and 
glades are incorporated. 
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Greenacre, 6 Lakeland, Abbotskerswell TQ12 5YF                         barryhenwood@gmail.com      
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Non-committee posts for Devon BC:- 
 
Roger Bristow - County Butterfly Recorder                                 01395 578003 
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Rick Tillett - Little Breach Reserve Officer                                  07745 491382 
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Jenny Evans - Transect & WCBS Co-ordinator          jennifer.evans@lineone.net 
 
Lesley Kerry - Silver-studded Blue Co-ordinator                         01395 567880          
                                                                          lesley.kerry@ymail.com 
 
Amanda Hunter -  In Your Area Webteam Member        amanda.bc@clara.co.uk 

 
Bill Potter - In Your Area Webteam member                 w_ j_potter@hotmail.com  
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Angle Shades top  left, 
Black Arches top right  
LINDA GERRARD 

 
 

White Admiral, left  
MIKE GODFREY 

 
 

Scalloped Hazel 
moth 

larva, right 
PETE HURST 

 


