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From the Chair
Another production of Antennae just goes to show the diversity amongst all
our members.  It’s so interesting to read all the various articles which
demonstrate our differing views on all things butterfly and moth related.

We are so grateful for all our ‘new’ and ‘old’ volunteers who work hard to help
maintain the right habitat for the local species in our area.  It is wonderful to
meet so many people who all bring their different strengths to our branch.

Who is going to be the first in 2020 to find a Purple Emperor in
Gloucestershire?  Who is going to compete in the challenge for different
moths recorded throughout each month of the year?  Who will get out their
bike and join Simon on his cycle ride through the county?  It could be any of
you!  (Although I do know one person who won’t be getting out her bike – (i)
because I haven’t got one! And (ii) it’s just too hilly!)

I notice from the ‘First Sightings’ on the BC national website that
Gloucestershire had a first with the Painted Lady being seen on 21 January.
Will 2020 produce another ‘Painted Lady Year’?  Generally butterflies seem
quite reluctant to get going but I suppose it is still quite early.  Lots to look
forward to.  Don’t forget you can take part in the national Garden Butterfly
Survey  https://www.gardenbutterflysurvey.org/ or help with a Wider
Countryside Butterfly Survey  – I notice there are five new squares up for
grabs in Gloucestershire.  All of us who take part in recording thoroughly enjoy
the experience and, of course, we all now know that being outside, connecting
with nature is good for us.  BC also benefits by receiving all the records which
help inform the way sites are managed.  A win-win for everyone.

The Duke of Edinburgh Award Scheme and rewilding at Kingshill School have
both created engagement with teenagers – some have regarded this as a
missing part of their education on the natural world.  In the past lots of work
has gone into promoting wildlife in primary schools but sadly this drops off a
sharp cliff at age 11/12.  We hope the work being carried out under the
auspices of The Butterfly Effect is beginning to address this imbalance.

The Back from the Brink has also brought a new energy into habitat
management and recording throughout the county.  We have been so lucky to
have had such dedicated members of staff during the last three years of the
project. Sadly this ends next February but we hope that the project will leave a
legacy for others to follow.

Do try and join in on one of our BC or BftB events during the year.  However,
a word of warning – do watch the website (national and local) regarding future
events which may be affected by Coronavirus, keep safe and keep washing
hands!!  Stop Press - see Page 4.
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Book early for a chance to see Welsh Fritillaries
Simon Glover

We tend to stick to visiting our Gloucestershire butterfly sites and do not
venture much out of County.  I have often wondered how the Small Pearls
were doing west of the River Wye as butterflies sensibly ignore our county
borders. I made contact with the South Wales Branch and was sorry to hear
that Monmouthshire was suffering worrying declines for Small Pearl-bordered
Fritillary which is a continuation of our experience in the Forest.

However going west is a different story! The Alun Valley near Bridgend is a
fritillary success story.  It is the last known Welsh site for High Brown Fritillary
and we have been invited to their Branch open day on the 28th June. This is
timed for late Small Pearls, Early Silver-washed, Dark Green and High Browns
all potentially flying together!  The management has been targeted by BC to
benefit the High Browns and it seems this also benefits other species.

We are restricted to 20 Gloucestershire Branch members and you will need to
email me at simon.glover@rocketmail.com to book a space.  First come, first
served.  Then 3 days before the event I will circulate instructions and times.
Note:-  It does occasionally rain in Wales so at the 3 day point we will check
the event is still on and advise if we have to change the date possibly to a
week day.

STOP PRESS

CORONAVIRUS

Butterfly Conservation has informed all branches that no meetings nor field
visits are to be allowed for the foreseeable future.  Although we have included
events, it is most unlikely that any (especially before August) will take place.
Please check website for up to date information.  Please contact Jen Gilbert
email jgilbert@butterfly-conservation.org.uk or ring 07483 039321 for details
re BftB events.  Just take time to sit down and imagine you are in these places
looking at nature on the dates given!  Most important of all, keep safe and
well.

mailto:jgilbert@butterfly-conservation.org.uk
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New Volunteers welcomed
 at Pearl-bordered Fritillary work parties

Chris Tracey

Pearl-bordered Fritillaries are now mainly confined to the largest of the
Bathurst Estate woodlands, Oakley Wood, where they did well in 2019. They
have all but disappeared from Hailey Wood to the south (a former stronghold)
and in Overley Wood a few were clinging on in the old colony in the south of
the wood.  During the flight season I had been delighted to find a new small
colony in the north end of the wood so it was here we carried out our first two
work parties of the winter with the aim of increasing suitable habitat.

Six of us made reasonably good progress at the beginning of December but at
the beginning of January with 12 volunteers, including our youngest new
volunteer Jack, who brought his Dad Rene along, we made excellent progress
felling hazel and silver birch and creating a mosaic of clearings under some
large dead ash trees.

We enjoyed those work parties so much that we fitted in an extra one at the
end of January where we were joined again by an enthusiastic Jack and his
dad as well as some old friends from Wiltshire branch.  Unfortunately rain
stopped play at midday but not before we had made some progress enlarging
last year’s best compartment.

We have had some extra help this year from the Cotswold Wardens with two
work parties led by Julian Bendle.  They did some much needed bramble
clearing and hazel coppicing.

A new interpretation board will be in place at the edge of the wood by the time
this reaches you, kindly sponsored by the Cotswold AONB.

Photo: R Blamey
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 If you can help with the survey on 16th May or if you have any casual PBF
records please let me know.  Fingers crossed for good weather on 17th May
when I will attempt to show you as many PBFs as we saw on last year’s field
trip!

First Duke of Edinburgh’s Award students
Karen and David Nicholls

Towards the end of January, Butterfly Conservation Gloucestershire
welcomed its first Duke of Edinburgh’s Award students on a Rough Bank work
party.

Having cleared the remains of the fallen beech from the central path, it was
lovely to be part of an informal gathering of volunteers and D of E students
around the trunk to enjoy cake and a photo card discussion of identification
issues surrounding the undersides of the reserve’s blue butterflies!  Thank you
to everyone who volunteered for the work party – you were so welcoming and
inclusive of the students.  On leaving, we asked the students what they felt
about the work party and were greeted with, “It was amazing!”

As a branch we are running a pilot scheme to engage Duke of Edinburgh’s
Award students in volunteering for Butterfly Conservation. This is part of the
Butterfly Effect project, which seeks to stimulate education and introduce more
active volunteers into branch work. The aim is to eventually roll out our
experiences to other branches.

We are offering placements for 15 year olds doing their Silver Award. Our
programme offers a core of volunteering on winter work parties, with a
secondary layer of activities promoting Butterfly Conservation to fill their
required average 1 hour a week commitment over 6 months. Secondary
activities might include organising a fund-raising activity, writing an article for
Antennae, or helping out at a summer event.

The D of E scheme enables us to use a proportion of students’ volunteering
time for education, which is our personal motivating factor – to help pass on
the wealth of knowledge that our Committee and Branch Members have to a
new generation.

The D of E scheme presents us with an ideal opportunity to reach out to the
many adolescents who are very interested in environmental issues and clearly
want outlets to do something to make a difference. Also some youngsters
needing to find well organised volunteering placements to complete their
Award get the opportunity to experience our environment and wildlife.
Something they might not have considered doing before.
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It is enjoyable working with young people who are so full of energy and
enthusiasm and ask such perceptive and probing questions.  For further
information about the scheme please contact David or Karen on

.

Prinknash Update
Sue Smith

Work has continued at the Butterfly Nectar Garden at Prinknash during 2019.
We are now planning our new season planting and open days for 2020.
Three developments have taken place during the last year.

� An area just below the café was sown with wildflower seed as part of
the Butterfly Effect.  Volunteers worked hard in the mud (!) to prepare
the ground and sow the seed.  New shoots are now beginning to
show.  It will be interesting to see how it develops, although it is
possible we may have to supplement the seed sowing at some point.
Further areas are planned for plug planting in the area.  Thanks to
Matt Brierley who organised this.

� Together with Stroud Valleys Project (SVP) and with agreement with
the monks, the garden has been accepted into the National Gardens
Scheme (NGS) and will be opening on Weds 9th September for a
small fee (£4.00).  The money will go towards the three charities -
NGS/SVP/BC.

� The Bird and Deer Park closed last summer. The birds went to
Slimbridge and the animals went to a wildlife charity in Honeybourne
near Evesham.  The monks have no plans for this to become another
commercial enterprise.

We look forward to continued collaboration with both Stroud Valleys Project
and the monks.

mailto:dofe@gloucestershire-butterflies.org.uk.
mailto:dofe@gloucestershire-butterflies.org.uk.
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Bike for Butterflies
Simon Saville

In June -July I will be
cycling the 1,200
miles across the
length of the UK from
Land’s End to John
O’Groats. I’m doing
this challenge to
highlight the decline
of butterflies and
moths, the
importance of
connecting with our

natural world - and importantly, to raise funds for BC.

You may know me as Chair of the Surrey & SW London Branch of BC, or as a
Trustee for the last year or so. Cycling has always been an interest of mine, and
I have long held a fascination with the Land's End to John O'Groats ride. Having
retired early, I wanted to take on something that would challenge me - something
that I wasn't sure that I could accomplish. This seemed the ideal opportunity:
being 61 years old, it feels like "now or never”.

I aim to raise awareness of the crisis that faces our wildlife, to promote Butterfly
Conservation and the fantastic work it does with its volunteers, and to get people
to engage with nature, especially near where they live and work. The point is
that everyone can do something to help in protecting the UK’s nature: every
small action or donation counts.
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My ride uses the National Cycle Network set up by Sustrans, and I am visiting
as many BC reserves as I can.  I shall be calling in at Rough Bank on Thursday
18th June and would like to meet as many members and local volunteers as
possible.  Gloucestershire BC will be holding an open day at Rough Bank with
guided walks, information and light refreshments.  I aim to be there from 11 am
to 3 pm when I will be heading off for Worcester.  Do hope you can come.  I
welcome folks to join me on their bicycles, whether for a couple of miles or longer.
Planning of detailed events is still being finalised, so look out for more information.

Butterfly Conservation is promoting the ride and it has appeared in the Spring
2020 edition of Butterfly magazine, and at www.butterfly-
conservation.org/bikeforbutterflies.

Of course we want to raise money, and I have set up a JustGiving page:
https://www.justgiving.com/fundraising/bikeforbutterflies. We will be promoting
the ride with the hashtag #BikeForButterflies.

Stop Press: Unfortunately this event has also been postponed until further
notice.

http://www.butterfly-conservation.org/bikeforbutterflies
http://www.butterfly-conservation.org/bikeforbutterflies
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Discovery of Small Blue Colony
Andy Lucas

We live in Upper Swell near Stow on the Wold and
are surrounded by mono-culture agriculture and
sheep grazing. I was therefore surprised towards the
end of May 2019 to find a fresh Small Blue flying
around in our greenhouse. We have wild flowers but
no Kidney Vetch and as the Small Blue generally
stays in small colonies this was a mystery.

The following day there were two more Small Blues
in our garden attracted by the damp vegetable
patch. I could not think where these might have
come from as there were no obvious suitable
breeding sites on the farmland around us. So I
visited a previously identified butterfly site (key site
248) over a mile away opposite what used to be the
Donnington trout farm.

There were Small Blues flying around the gate and settling on the damp road
verge which looked promising. I walked into the field a few metres and was
confronted by Small Blues flying everywhere. I started counting but gave up at
a hundred after about 5 minutes. They were not in one small area but flying
over the whole of the site with many in the act of procreation. A few even
landed on my sweaty arms as I was lying down taking photos. There must
have been many hundreds.

There was some Kidney Vetch where they were flying but this did not seem to
reflect the large number of butterflies. However, on the opposite side of the
valley/track the grass was shorter and there were many flowering Kidney
Vetch plants. I saw a few faded Dingy Skippers, one Small Heath and my first
Meadow Brown of the year.
I have looked at this site before but later in the summer and it’s always full of
the Browns and Marbled Whites but these spring butterflies were a pleasant
surprise. The site is cut by the farmer later in the year so whatever they are
doing is very beneficial.

I did not have permission to be on the land so Tricia wrote to the farmer on
behalf of BC and explained the situation regarding the butterflies.  The owner
then contacted me and gave permission to visit again. I returned a couple of
weeks later and still observed a large number of Small Blues although these
were now looking faded. However, Marbled Whites and Meadow Browns were
now prolific together with a few Common Blues.



11

I informed the owner that whatever cutting regime they were using was very
beneficial to the wildlife and especially the Small Blues so hopefully this will
continue.

Painting Butterflies
Brian Hackland

There are many different ways to illustrate the world about us.  Photography is
perfect for freezing a moment, producing a faithful image.  Painting, by
contrast, offers the chance to present different versions of ‘truth’.

I trained, originally, as an entomologist but spent my working life in the public
sector.  Retirement gave me the opportunity to combine the remembered
pleasures of school art classes with my interest in the natural world, and I
joined a group in Wotton-under-Edge led by professional artist Rob Collins.
Rob’s mantra is “Everyone can paint”.

I use painting to try to capture the beauty and diversity of living things. It’s an
exciting process.  Each painting starts as an idea, seems impossible and then
miraculously comes alive!

Box of Painted Butterflies by Brian Hackland
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As an entomology student I was required to catch and mount a collection of
insects.  I was reminded of this when I was reading a book about Victorian
butterfly collecting, and I came across a quote from Philip Larkin’s poem
“Autumn”:

“And the case of butterflies
so rich it looks

As if all of summer settled there
and died”

This inspired the box of painted butterflies that regularly visit our garden
(shown here).  How much better to paint such beauty than to kill it.

Small Tortoiseshell painted by Brian Hackland
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A good workout
Helen Carver

I am 70 years old but I'm always up for a challenge - that keeps me young!
Today I know how to correctly handle a draw saw and bow saw!!

I joined Butterfly Conservation in 2010.  I had retired from full time work and
had already thought about volunteering to support nature and to be outdoors.
I happened to attend an organised walk and was inspired to get involved with
volunteering.

I recognised that, having completed 40 years full time work, I needed to
restructure and develop new interests.  I was mindful that volunteering in the
natural environment is known to be beneficial for personal wellbeing.  Now it's
10 years later!  What matters to me - and I am sure it relates to others - is that
it is so pleasing to feel you make a difference.  Maybe a small contribution, but
it is significant when combined with the efforts of your volunteer team.

It feels good when, over time, you improve/maintain habitat. I have a positive
feeling - we have a purpose.  A purpose to support butterflies and moths that
currently need our help!

I have met new people, all with a common interest.  It is good to greet each
other on volunteer work parties and go about the given tasks of the day.  We
have a break... coffee/tea, chat and CAKE!

The work is physical but you stay as long as you wish.  It is certainly a good
work out! - but helpful for your mobility, balance and muscles!

HIGHLIGHTS:

It is good to visit a BC Reserve on a non- volunteer day.  One can really
appreciate the results of the work the volunteer group have achieved.   My
friend Andrew - also a BC volunteer - and I visited the Bill Smylie Reserve
during May/June, the objective being to have a sighting of the Duke of
Burgundy butterfly.  I confess I never knew about this butterfly until I joined BC
but by now I had put hours into helping to create its habitat.  We nearly gave
up hope of a sighting when I noticed a smooth patch of grass lower down the
slope by a hawthorn bush.  This, we thought, was where the grass sward was
previously flattened by a photographer lying flat to obtain a picture of this
elusive butterfly.  We have learnt that the Duke of Burgundy are fiercely
territorial so we reckoned that there must be one around this bush.  YES!
There was!  What a thrill!
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I also volunteer to do a Wider Countryside Butterfly Survey.  These are
surveys in random square km in the UK.  There happens to be one of these
chosen squares  near Tewkesbury where I live.  I was asked to do it by the BC
Branch. I can cycle there. I have been surveying this square since about 2016.
It needs to be done in July and August, but I tend to do it in May and June as
well.

Tewkesbury is not a hot spot for butterflies.  There are reputed to be Small
Tortoiseshells, but I have seen few.  Sadly I had not seen many butterflies at
all in this survey.  The last sector [10] is along the A38.  There is a pedestrian
pavement and grass verge [unmown].  The A38 is a busy road with constant
traffic.  I was nearly at the end of sector 10 when I caught site of a butterfly
resting on rough grass by a 30 mph sign.  I stooped down and was astonished
to recognise it as a female Common Blue. OR IS IT a BROWN ARGUS? On
the verge of the A38 in sector 10!  I was so excited! I knelt down to take a
picture. It was very obliging and rested so still with its wings open, just the
breeze moving it.  I knew to get a definite ID I must get a picture of its
underwing. This felt urgent!  It seemed ages and my knees hurt, as I waited
for it to close its wings.  Eventually it did and I got some pictures.  Yes! after
careful consultation with my butterfly books, online butterfly sites and showing
the picture to my BC colleagues.  It was a BROWN ARGUS!  What on earth
did it think it was doing in Tewkesbury in sector 10 right by the A38!

Motorists and visitors entering Tewkesbury at this time and observing a
resident kneeling on the grass verge by a 30 mph sign must have thought
Tewkesbury town people to be very devout!



15

Gloucestershire Butterfly Transects 2019 – a Comparison
Chris Wiltshire and Vic Polley

There are currently 34 transects within the two vice counties of
Gloucestershire but I have only used the data from 24 of them for this article
because two were not done in 2019 and of the remaining eight I have either
not received the data, there were too many missed weeks or too many errors.
The 24 that I have used do include some missed weeks and I have used the
actual counts rather than the annual index but they all follow the standard
transect recording method.

In the attached table the butterfly species are listed in taxonomic order in the
rows while the transects are listed in alphabetical order in the columns.  The
transect with the highest annual count for a species has that figure in bold
type.  If a cell is left blank it indicates that that particular species was not
recorded on that transect in 2019.  Towards the bottom of the table there is a
row labelled “Total” which gives the total number of butterflies counted in
2019.  The row below that shows the number of species recorded on the
transect.  The bottom line gives the rank based on the total count.  To the right
of the table is a column labelled “found on x transects” which indicates the
number of transects on which that species was recorded and this figure is
expressed as a percentage in the final column.

Looking at the Skippers highlights a common problem – that is distinguishing
between Essex and Small Skippers; some recorders are able to do this
although many just use the Small/Essex Skipper heading and lump them
together.  The Large Skipper occurred on 23 of the sites while the Grizzled
Skipper was recorded on just three.  The Whites were well represented being
present on most transects but the Wood White was absent from the counts.

Green Hairstreak was found on over half of the sites but the only other
Hairstreak to be recorded was the White-letter and only on Lineover, a very
good site for them, and Miserden.  The Small Copper and Blues were on more
than half of the sites except for Chalk Hill on 12 and Adonis on nine.  It should
be noted that Large Blue occurs on Daneway Banks but that is one of the
transects that failed to send in any data this year.  The Duke of Burgundy was
recorded on four transects including Miserden for the first time since the
1990s, perhaps all the hard work to get that site back into condition has paid
off at last.

Small Tortoiseshell did least well of the Vanessids but was still found on 21
sites.  Just four species of Fritillary were noted on transects with Silver-
washed on 19 of them, Dark Green on 14 and just one each for Small Pearl-
bordered and Marsh Fritillary.
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Of the Browns most did very well scoring 100% except for the Marbled White
on 21 transects and the Small Heath was only noted on 17 but the Wall was
only seen on the Masts Reserve.  The Browns in general showed an increase
in abundance and had record breaking high numbers on many sites.

Just ten species occurred on all transects and they were Large and Small
White, Red Admiral, Painted Lady (yes it was a Painted Lady year), Peacock,
Comma, Speckled Wood, Gatekeeper, Meadow Brown and Ringlet.  A total of
37 species were recorded and the transects recording the most species were
Rodborough Common and Stinchcombe Hill B with 31 each while the
transects recording the fewest were Chase End Hill and Westonbirt Silk Wood
with 18.  In terms of overall numbers Coombe Hill ranks number one with a
whopping 5,530 butterflies counted and Rough Bank came second with 4,876
counted.  At the bottom of the league was Nagshead  (Forest of Dean) with a
very modest 234 butterflies but it wins the prize for the longest running
transect in Gloucestershire having been set up in 1977.

How to get in touch

Branch website: www.gloucestershire-butterflies.org.uk

There are branch facebook and twitter accounts through which you can 
find out about events and first sightings etc.  If you have any interesting 
photos or news relating to butterflies or moths then this can be posted in 
the usual way.

Facebook: www.facebook.com/BCGloucestershire

Twitter: www.twitter.com/BC_Glos

If you are not familiar with using facebook or twitter we have two branch 
members who will post it for us. They can be contacted by emailing:

twitter@gloucestershire-butterflies.org.uk
and
fb@gloucestershire-butterflies.org.uk

There is a special Glos moths Facebook group.  This is a closed group 
but to access please email Peter Hugo at mothofficer@gloucestershire-
butterflies.org.co.uk
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Moth Night 2020
Steve French

The date for Moth Night 2020 has been set for 27 - 29 August.  The theme for
this year is to be the various "Red" Underwings:

•Red Underwing (Catocala nupta): The commonest of the four. Well
distributed throughout the county and comes readily to light.

•Dark Crimson Underwing (C. sponsa): A rare species (Red Data Book
category RDB3). It occurs as a breeding species in the New Forest, otherwise
is only occasionally recorded as a migrant. There are 2 Gloucestershire
records prior to 1980.

•Light Crimson Underwing (C.promissa): A rare species, only occurring in
southern counties (including South Wiltshire) with dense oak woodlands.
However, there is one historical report in the County so there is always a
chance!

•Rosy Underwing (C. electa):  A very rare visitor to the British Isles, with only a
handful of records and sadly, never recorded in Gloucestershire.

All four of these moths will come to both light and sugaring recipes. If you
don’t have a moth trap try painting or smearing a sugar mixture on a tree trunk
or gatepost. You’ll be surprised at the variety of moths attracted.

Tried and tested recipes for this include:

1. Black treacle, pale ale, brown sugar, heated in a pan then add a
smidgen of rum.

2. Strawberry jam, molasses, ale, overripe bananas, kiwi and
strawberries – all liquidized.

It’s worth experimenting with any rotting fruit and adding sugar and some rich
alcohol.

There are likely to be some local events planned for Moth Night 2020. Check
the MothNight website https://www.mothnight.info/public-events or the
Gloucestershire Moths Facebook page.
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The Large Blue Butterfly “Back from the Brink” – Painswick
Beacon

Julian Bendle

The “Limestone’s Living Legacies” Back from the Brink [BftB]
project is working across the Cotswolds to help conserve a
number of nationally rare plants and animals, all of which are
dependent on flower rich unimproved limestone grasslands.
Probably the most iconic of the 30 project target species is
the Large Blue Butterfly Maculinea arion, which became
extinct in Gloucestershire in 1964 and in the UK in 1979,

when the last surviving colony on Dartmoor died out.

It was the ground breaking research by Professor Jeremy Thomas which
highlighted the reason for the butterflies’ demise. At first Large Blue larvae
feed on the flower heads of Marjoram and Wild Thyme, but later in their life
cycle become a parasite of the red ant Myrmica sabuleti. The foraging ants,
tricked into thinking that the larvae is an ant grub, take them back to their
underground nests and here the larvae overwinter, feeding on the ant grubs
before pupation in the spring. The butterfly then actually emerges
underground and crawls above ground to inflate its wings and fly. Most Large
Blue sites support a number of similar looking species of red ant which will all
take the Large Blue larvae back to their nests. However most species of red
ant quickly recognise the imposters and kill the larvae and it is only in the
nests of Myrmica sabuleti that they survive.

Each ant species has evolved to inhabit soils with different moistures and
temperatures and Myrmica sabuleti is only found in areas with warmer soils.
Grassland soil temperatures are a product of soil type, aspect and turf height;
limestone grassland with south facing short turf having very warm soil
temperatures. In the twentieth century grazing stopped or declined at Large
Blue sites and this coupled with the effect of myxomatosis on the rabbit
population led to much taller, denser grass swards developing. The resulting
cooler soil conditions led to a massive decline in Myrmica sabuleti numbers
which led to the extinction of the Large Blue Butterfly.

The research unfortunately came just too late to save the Large Blue in the
UK, so in 1983 Large Blues were reintroduced to Dartmoor from a donor
population in Sweden. Although ultimately unsuccessful, it bred here for 21
generations, further reintroductions were later carried out at Green Down in
the Polden Hills in Somerset. Today this Somerset Wildlife Trust site contains
the largest known population of the Large Blue in Northern Europe.

Cont’d on page 22
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Winners of the Gloucestershire Butterfly
Photographer of the Year 2019

First Time Entrants - Alasdair Hills

UK Butterflies: Andrew Daw - Green Hairstreak
Overall winner Bob Smith - Pyrausta aurata (see front cover)

First -time Entrant: Alasdair Hills - Common Blue
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Overseas Butterflies: Chris Tracey - Poplar Admiral, Scarce
Fritillaries and Red Admiral

UK Moths: Chris Tracey - Rosy Footman
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Gloucestershire:
In 1992 a reintroduction was carried out at Rough Bank [before the site was
acquired by Butterfly Conservation] but failed when grazing was stopped on
the slopes. Following two unsuccessful attempts to reintroduce it to Daneway
Banks [now owned by the Royal Entomological Society and Gloucestershire
Wildlife Trust] a third attempt in 2010 was successful and the butterfly has
been present at the reserve ever since. In subsequent years the Large Blue
was reintroduced to a further three sites in the county.

Painswick Beacon:
The records show that Large Blues once flourished on the Beacon and it was
reputed to have one of the largest colonies in Britain. It was also one of only a
handful of sites in the Cotswolds that had records for more than a 50 year
period. Sadly though, like other sites in Gloucestershire, the butterfly soon
disappeared in the 1930’s when grazing came to an end.

For many years Natural England, the Painswick Beacon Conservation Group
volunteers and the Painswick Golf Club, with the support of the landowner
Selina Blow, have been carrying out conservation management work at this
Site of Special Scientific Interest [SSSI]. In the last 10 years grazing has been
reintroduced and scrub and ruderal encroachment is being controlled. In
recent years this essential work has been supported by a Biffa funded project
led by Butterfly Conservation “Conserving the Painswick Valleys’ Rare
Butterflies” and since 2017 the “Limestone’s Living Legacies” BftB Butterfly
Conservation led project.

How is BftB supporting the work of the Large Blue at Painswick Beacon?

In 2018 a highly experienced Large Blue contractor, David Simcox of Habitat
Designs Ltd, was awarded a three year contract funded by the Limestone’s
Living Legacies BftB project to deliver the Large Blue work for the project.
David has been involved in every one of the 18 reintroductions of Large Blue
in England since 1983, and his insights, skills and understanding of the
species and its habitat requirements have been instrumental in the success of
the long-term Large Blue reintroduction programme in the UK.

Together with Butterfly Conservation’s Project Officer Sarah Meredith, who
has worked on Large Blues for more than ten years, he undertook habitat
assessments to evaluate the grazing compartments, identify areas where
additional larval food-plants were required and where scrub control was
needed. In areas where suitable Large Blue habitat was identified, ant surveys
were carried out by baiting larval food-plants with trifle sponge for a one hour
period and then identifying the ants. The results were used to show the
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percentage of larval food-plants which fall within the range of foraging ants of
the species Myrmica sabuleti.

In 2017 a small experimental introduction of 180 Large Blue larvae was
carried out and although only three adult butterflies were recorded in 2018,
this confirmed that some of the larvae had successfully overwintered in the
ants’ nests.

In 2018, 532 larvae were released onto three separate areas of Painswick
Beacon, reared from eggs collected from Gloucestershire as well as sites in
Somerset. By using donor stock from both counties the chances of success
were enhanced by increasing the gene-pool and providing both earlier and
later developing larvae feeding on Thyme and Marjoram.

In 2019 no more larvae were released and despite poor weather during the
adult flight period [cool, wet and very windy] I was lucky enough to record
eight Large Blue in flight as well as several other people who recorded them
on different days. Whilst the adult butterflies were very elusive, egg surveys
carried out by David and Sarah estimated that more than 11,000 eggs had
been laid across the site, equating to over 200 breeding females. This
suggests, although it is still early days, that there might be the beginning of a
proper colony; which hasn’t been seen on Painswick Beacon for nearly 90
years!

In addition to funding the dedicated work carried out by David Simcox, the
Limestone’s Living Legacies BftB project team has also delivered the following
aspects of the Large Blue reintroduction project at Painswick Beacon:

- Providing advice and support to the Painswick Beacon Conservation Group
Volunteers on conservation grazing with their newly acquired Dexter cattle.

- Purchasing a mobile cattle handling system to allow TB testing and cattle
movements on site.

- Funding the Painswick Golf Club to erect electric fenced paddocks to target
grazing to the reintroduction areas.
- Taking cuttings and arranging for our local partners from the Stroud Valleys
Project Charity to propagate Wild Thyme larval food-plants.
- Convincing the Secretary of State to consent to the planting of plug plants
into the 2,500 year old Iron Age ramparts.
- Organising and leading volunteers to plant more than 700 Wild Thyme and
Marjoram food-plants and sow some 16,000 Marjoram seeds.
- With the help of volunteers, carrying out Large Blue adult surveys.
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- Funding Painswick Beacon Conservation Group Volunteers to carry out
chainsaw, brush cutter and pesticide training to enable essential scrub and
ruderal control.
- Organising and funding contractors to install more than 300 metres of
underground water pipe to supply two new livestock drinking troughs so that
grazing can be targeted more accurately.

BFTB is supported by funders including the National Lottery Heritage Fund
and People’s Postcode Lottery, as well as many local partners.

[The Large Blue project is underpinned by science carried out by Oxford
University and CEH, implemented by a collaborative partnership between
Butterfly Conservation, CEH, Gloucestershire Wildlife Trust, J&F Clark Trust,
National Trust, Natural England, Network Rail, Prince of Wales Charitable
Trust, Royal Entomological Society, Somerset Wildlife Trust, South Somerset
District Council, Spalding Associates and the University of Oxford.]

1. Large Blue - Martin
Warren

2. Large Blue egg -
Dave Simcox

3. Ant adopting larvae -
Dave Simcox

2.

3

1
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Wider Countryside Butterfly Survey
Tricia Atkinson

This is an important national survey organised by BC Head Office where 1km
squares are chosen at random.  The recorder walks 1km through the square
in one direction and then 1km to return, recording butterflies along the route.
This is carried out just twice during the summer during July and August,
although optional extra visits may also be done.

The branch has been allocated five new WCBS squares four of which are in
the area around Stroud. These are:

SO5908 Near Ellwood Forest of Dean
SO8608 South of Painswick
SO9104 North of Oakridge
SO8904 Eastcombe
ST9599 Tarlton

All the squares are in interesting countryside.  You never know what you’ll
discover doing the recording – maybe a key species, maybe a new key site!   I
can help devise a route although local knowledge of footpaths, roads and
possibly also landowners is needed.  Please email me at vice-
chair@gloucestershire-butterflies.org.uk if you are interested. I can then send
you a map of the square with a few suggested routes.

WCBS square Ellwood, Forest of Dean
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Apatura iris in Gloucestershire
Matthew Oates

Chris Wiltshire rightly highlights the spread of the Purple Emperor in the last
edition of Antennae.  It’s one of two giants currently on the march, the other
being the Silver-washed Fritillary.  Both are moving north, and infilling
spectacularly within their known core ranges.  One is easy to spot, the other
requires techniques unique to it amongst British butterflies.

We are – at last – getting better at looking for Purple Emperors, though far too
many of us flock to known ‘safe’ sites, such as Bentley Wood and Savernake
Forest in Wiltshire, rather than exploring pastures new nearer to home.
Perhaps those honeypot sites should be padlocked during the Purple Emperor
season!

We currently have two good methods for finding colonies.  First, searching for
male territories, in afternoons.  These are normally on the leeward side of
wooded high points uphill of sallow stands.  Liz Goodyear and Andrew
Middleton have found small colonies all over East Anglia using this method.
Secondly, the males search for emerging females over areas of sallow-rich
scrub during the first half of the flight season – but once all the girls are out,
they suddenly stop doing this.  Searching for ‘sallow searching’ males during
mornings in the first half of the flight season is a good method of finding
colonies where there are sallow-lined rides or sallow thickets with open edges.

In addition, after high egg lay years (this century: 2003, 2006, 2009, 2010,
2013 and 2018) eggs and larvae can be locally plentiful, on suitable foliage.
Looking for the distinctive feeding marks of second and third instar larvae,
from early-August through to late October, can be quite productive.  Also,
searching for the hibernating larvae is currently being developed into a survey
technique – at present, it works, very patchily, for the sallows need to be in the
young growth phase which produces suitable low foliage.  This is deep end
stuff, but we’re getting there.  I've just failed to find Purple Emperor in Hailey
Wood using this method, but should have looked two or three years ago,
when the sallows were more suitable.

In December 2019 I found a hibernating larva along the GWT railway line
reserve at Chedworth.  Last autumn I found a larva at Sherborne Common in
the Windrush valley, and distinctive feeding leaves by the GWT reserve on the
east edge of Bourton on the Water.  Why the butterfly has headed up the
Windrush valley - and from where - I know not, as it is rather bleak and very
open habitat, but it has.  My daughter Millie is pledged to discover it in the
sallow-rich park just east of Moreton-in-Marsh station, close to where she
lives.  With Emperors, expect the unexpected.
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In addition, in late July last year I saw a female in the Cotswold Water Park,
albeit in Wiltshire (just).  The Water Park could soon support a reasonable
population, though the butterflies may not be easy to see there.

I am confident that if I was to drag myself away from my beloved Knepp
Wildland in West Sussex, where I saw some 2500 day-individuals in 2018, I
would find small colonies all over Gloucestershire, including in the Forest of
Dean.  If…

Why, then, has no one spotted the distinctive shark’s fin of a feeding male
down on something Vile on the hoggin rides of the Forest of Dean?  First, is
anyone looking?  Secondly, males only do that for a short period each season,
and then not everywhere – it seems that where there are veteran oaks, with
sap bleeds, the males seldom come down to feed on the rides.  My guess is
that the Purple Emperor is still in the Dean, having never left.  Liz and Andrew
have redeclared several counties and districts Purple long after the butterfly
has been declared extinct there.

My message is simple: seek and ye shall find.  Guidance, and hopefully
inspiration, are provided in my book His Imperial Majesty, a natural history of
the Purple Emperor, which is coming out on June 11th (Bloomsbury).  It
contains chapters on how to look for Purple Emperor adults and eggs &
larvae.  Let’s paint this county Purple, though to work Emperors you need to
forsake all other butterflies, and the mild winter may not make 2020 a good
Purple Emperor year.

Hibernating Purple Emperor Larva
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Key Butterfly Site Recording in The Cotswolds
Tricia Atkinson

In 2009 Guy Meredith, a former county butterfly recorder, compiled a list of all
sites in the county where key butterfly species had been recorded.  A key
species usually requires a specific habitat such as unimproved limestone
grassland where its larval food plant grows, so is dependent on that habitat.
In these times of possible habitat destruction due to intensive farming
practices or deterioration through neglect, we felt it important to survey these
sites to see where key species still remain.  Only when we have this
information can anything be done to improve habitats in the hope of
preventing further loss of many key species. We have 17 key species in the
county including Duke of Burgundy, Wood White and Pearl-bordered Fritillary.

There are about 400 sites on the list, most of which are in The Cotswolds and
the Forest of Dean. Since 2009, over 200 sites have been visited and the
butterflies there recorded by Glos branch members. Most of the recording has
taken place in The Cotswolds although there are still over 100 sites in this
area which haven’t yet been surveyed. The map on page 31 shows the
distribution of these sites. Note that there are also transects operating on
some of the sites.  In addition we are also trying to look at the state of the
habitat on the site and are classifying them as either, ‘Good’, ‘OK but could
benefit from more management’, ‘Deteriorating’ or ‘Completely deteriorated’.
A map of The Cotswolds showing the classification of these sites is given on
page 31.

We are always looking for volunteers to visit some of these sites to record the
butterflies there.  If you can correctly identify butterflies and would like to do
some recording for us then please email me on vice-chair@gloucestershire-
butterflies.org.uk  You could investigate an old unrecorded site or go to a site
which has been recorded since 2009.  You could just concentrate on one site
or go to several sites.  The choice is yours and all records are much
appreciated. You choose the area where you would like to record and then
we’ll suggest a site or sites which need recording.  I can then send you a map
of the site or sites and a recording form.  With key site recording, there are no
constraints as with standard transect recording.  You can record wherever you
like within the site, go when you like and as often as you like, although to
catch all the possible key species it is useful to go every month throughout the
butterfly season.  Many of the sites are open access, but for some there is a
public footpath going through or next to the site and butterflies can be
recorded from the footpath.  There are a few sites without public access
although we have obtained permission from the landowner for some of these.
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See below if you would like to get involved but not sure how to record and fill
in the forms.

Key Site Butterfly Recorders’ Workshop.  Thursday 14th May 2pm
We will spend the afternoon on Wheelers Land which is a fantastic site
adjacent to The Masts section of Prestbury Hill Reserve.  It is a key butterfly
site with many key butterfly species including Duke of Burgundy, Small Blue,
Dingy Skipper and Green Hairstreak.  In fact it is better for butterflies there
than on either part of our reserve!  We will record butterflies there and fill in
key site recording forms.  This particular site falls across two 1km squares
which we need to take into account when recording.

This workshop is suitable for both present recorders who are not 100% sure
about the method for key site recording especially when a site falls into more
than one km square and also for members who would like to find out more
about it to decide whether they would like to take it on. We can use a smart
phone to find out grid refs so please download the free app
‘GridReferenceFreeOS’ beforehand.  Don’t worry if you don’t have a Smart
Phone as we can always find grid refs the old way with an OS map.

We will meet at the entrance to Bill Smyllie section of the reserve (SO993244)
at 2pm and walk down to Wheelers Land.  There is no need to book but for
more info please contact me on 01242 512584 or email at vice-
chair@gloucestershire-butterflies.org.uk.

The free Grid Reference finder app in action
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Butterfly key sites in The Cotswolds
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State of site - Key Butterfly Sites in the Cotswolds
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A Moth for All Seasons
Steve French

After almost five years of garden moth
trapping I am beginning to amass some
interesting data. It is fascinating to watch
trends develop and see how each species
fares over a period of time. Of course I realise
that in the scheme of things five years isn’t a
long time but nevertheless data is data.  Most
numerous moths, most moths in a night,
busiest month, coldest temperature
recorded….. So much data to analyse!

One question that intrigued me was
which moth had I recorded in the most months
of the year. Indeed, was there a moth that was
an all-year-rounder?  So many seem to have

such a short flight period.

The result surprised me. I was aware that some people had recorded Angle
Shades and micros such as Light Brown Apple Moth and Common Plume
throughout the year so I checked my records for those. No, a couple of blank
months for both species. Whilst pondering this great mystery during the bleak
winter months I recorded a Eudonia angustea visiting my light trap in November.
Hmmm, I checked the database. Bingo! We have a winner. Since I started
recording moths in March 2015 I had noted this species in every month in at
least one of those years.

Eudonia angustea (or Narrow Winged Grey) is a member of the Crambidae
family, specifically Scopariinae., first described by John Curtis in 1827.
Scopariinae are a tricky group of micros to ID with some very similar species.
Luckily E. angustea is quite distinctive being notably narrower than the others
(hence the common name!). Most books or websites describe the moth as being
a mainly coastal species but it appears to be quite common in Gloucestershire.
The peak month for adult moths is September but it is usually on the wing from
July until late autumn.  Early year records are uncommon but not unheard of.
Clearly some adults overwinter and are active on milder days.

I noted that the foodplant for the larvae is mosses and thought that my poorly
maintained lawn may be providing more than enough sustenance for hungry
larvae. But it seems, wall mosses are the food of choice. Luckily, I have this too.

So, which is your most regularly recorded moth? Perhaps you might be surprised
too.
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Electronic copies of Antennae
Sue Smith

It was agreed at our last committee meeting that we should give our members
the opportunity to receive our local newsletter, Antennae, electronically.  We
appreciate that not everyone will want to do this but for some it might be a
preferred option.  This means that any links in the newsletter would be very
easy to access and we would cut down on the paper used and postage, thus
enabling the Branch to spend more money on conservation and any other
projects it felt were worth pursuing.

It is planned that sometime during the summer, emails will be sent out asking
Gloucestershire Branch Members if they wish to ‘Opt in’ to receiving the
newsletter electronically.  If you ‘Opt in’ you will then receive all newsletters by
this means unless you tell us otherwise.  If you do not ‘Opt in’ you will continue
to receive the newsletters in the post.  If, for any reason, your email changes
or is incorrect, any bounce back email recipients will be sent the newsletter by
post.  It is therefore important that you keep Head Office informed of any
changes to your details.  (For information, if you want to update your general
membership preferences, go to https://butterfly-conservation.org/node/2088 )

You do not need to take any action at the moment.  This is just an advance
warning of what is proposed.  Other branches are doing the same thing in an
effort to save money which can be better used locally.  There is no pressure
on anyone to ‘Opt in’.

Volunteering Opportunities within the Branch

Membership Secretary: We are looking for an organised individual who
would be prepared to welcome all new members to the Branch by writing to
them and sending out Branch information.  Head Office sends out lists twice a
month throughout the year – the numbers of new members varies
considerably between winter and summer.  The Membership Secretary would
be expected to deal with confidential information and to liaise with Head Office
and the Branch committee.

Newsletter Editor: This requires someone to collect and edit articles twice a
year.  Branch members help with collating articles but some independent
research may be useful.  Knowledge of using a software package suitable for
such a newsletter would be useful.

If you would like to know more about either of these opportunities, please
contact chair@gloucestershire-butterflies.org.uk, 01453 882127.
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Dates for the Diary Spring and Summer 2020
Butterfly Conservation has informed all branches that no meetings or 
field visits are to be allowed for the foreseeable future.  Although we 
have included events, it is most unlikely that any (especially before 
August) will take place.  Please check website for up to date information.  
Please contact Jen Gilbert email jgilbert@butterfly-conservation.org.uk
or ring 07483 039321 for details re BftB events.  Just take time to sit 
down and imagine you are in these places looking at nature on the dates 
given!  Most important of all, keep safe and well.

Thursday 23rd April 8pm: Butterfly Recorders’ Meeting
United Reform Church Hall, 94 Salisbury Avenue, Warden Hill, 
Cheltenham GL51 3BY. For present and prospective butterfly 
recorders happy to record in area of the county north and east of 
the Stroud area.  Even if you are not a butterfly recorder you are 
welcome to come along to see what it is all about!  No need to 
book, just turn up, preferably with an OS map if you have one.
Contact: Tricia Atkinson 01242 512584. 07866 822254 
Friday 1st May 8.30pm-10.30pm Rococo After Dark (BtfB)
Painswick Rococo Garden. Join us for an evening walk to discover 
the Rococo Garden’s resident bats and other nocturnal wildlife. 
Booking essential: jgilbert@butterfly-conservation.org
Tuesday 5th May 8.45pm-10.45pm Rococo After Dark (BtfB)
Painswick Rococo Garden. Join us for an evening walk to discover 
the Rococo Garden’s resident bats and other nocturnal wildlife. 
Booking essential: jgilbert@butterfly-conservation.org
Thursday 14th May 2pm: Key site butterfly recorders’ 
workshop
Wheelers Land. Meet at entrance to Bill Smyllie section of reserve 
SO993244. No need to book.  See page 28 for more details.
Contact: Tricia Atkinson 01242 512584. 07866 822254 
Friday 15th May 8.45pm-11.15pm Woodchester Park After Dark
(BtfB)
Woodchester Park.  Join us and the National Trust for an evening 
walk to discover the bats and other nocturnal wildlife of 
Woodchester Park. Booking essential: jgilbert@butterfly-
conservation.org
Sunday 17th May 11am: Oakley Wood, near Cirencester 
Meet at SO 976046 in woodland layby at north end of Oakley 
Wood between Park Corner Farm and Daglingworth.  Nearest 
postcode GL7 7HX.
Field Trip to see Pearl-bordered Fritillary and Drab Looper Moth
Contact: Chris Tracey 07790 430787
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Tuesday 19th May 10.30am: Selsley Common 
Meet at the middle car park on top of Selsley Common SO 828027
Field trip to see Duke of Burgundy and Small Blue.
Contact: Andrew Brown 01453 751505
Wednesday 20th May 10am-1pm Rock-rose Pot Beetle ID and 
Survey Workshop (BtfB)
Breakheart Quarry Community Project, Dursley
Join us to learn how to identify and survey for the Rock-rose Pot 
Beetle, one of BftB’s rarest & most elusive species. Booking 
essential: jgilbert@butterfly-conservation.org
Friday 5th June - Saturday 6th June:  Hartpury Orchard Centre 
Bioblitz.
Moth trapping event on the evening of Friday 5th (arrive anytime. 
Traps will be set after 8pm) followed by a full days BioBlitz on 
Saturday 6th June (starting around 9am). Plenty of scope for 
searching for day flying moths, butterflies (and other insects) on 
the Saturday. All welcome! SO 785254. 
Contact:  Steve French 07531 316893.
Sunday 14th June  9.30am-1.00pm:  Yew Tree Farm, Thrupp 
Lane, Thrupp, Stroud GL5 2EF
This event is part of the Stroud Festival of Nature which is ongoing 
throughout the summer.  Moth traps and exploration of the farm’s 
habitats and wildlife with Stroud Wildlife Survey Group and Local 
Forest School and Butterfly Conservation.  Children’s activities, 
tea, coffee and cakes available. Contact: Sue Smith 01453 882127
Sunday 14th June 10am-4pm Wild Writing! (Btfb)
Bisley Village Hall & Rough Bank. Join BftB and David Gilbert, 
writer and poet, to discover Gloucestershire’s wildlife and learn 
how to write about what you see and feel. Leave with a better 
knowledge of wildlife and your own piece of nature writing. Booking 
essential: jgilbert@butterfly-conservation.org
Thursday 18th June: Rough Bank – Open Day and Simon’s 
Big Cycle Ride
Open day with guided walks and refreshments ready to welcome 
Simon Saville (BC Chair of Surrey & SW London branch) who is 
cycling from Land’s End to John O’Groats to raise awareness and 
funds for BC.  He would like to meet local members and if anyone 
would like to ride part way with him, they are welcome to join him!
Meet at the car park at SO914087 about 0.5 km south of The 
Camp village. Contact: Sue Smith 01453 882127.
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Sunday 21st June 12.00-4pm – Open Day at the Monastery 
Butterfly Nectar Garden, Prinknash
See the wonderful world of moths caught in the moth trap the 
previous evening and follow the “moth trail”. Enjoy the early 
summer flowers. Free entry.  Located in the grounds of the 
Prinknash Monastery, Cranham GL54 8EX (NB the Bird and Deer 
Park is now closed).  Parking and café on site.
Contact: Tricia Atkinson 01242 512584 or Sue Smith 01453 
882127.
Sunday 28th June 11am: Alun Valley, Wales
A visit to the glorious Alun Valley near Bridgend in Wales to see 
High Brown Fritillary and Small Pearl-bordered Fritillary.  Numbers 
restricted.  Car sharing to be arranged.
See page 4. Contact: Simon Glover 01594 517151
Sunday 5th July 11am-5pm: Stroud Festival of Nature, 
Stratford Park, Stroud GL5 4AF
Free family event with activities and games and a chance to meet 
experts involved in all types of nature conservation.
Friday 10th-Sat 11th July. Hartpury Orchard Centre Sponsored 
Moth Night 8.30pm to set up traps – 9am Saturday for “show 
and tell” opening of the traps
Help raise funds for this important heritage charity and wildlife 
haven by asking your friends and family to sponsor the number of 
species caught in a single night. Bring your own trap or simply 
sponsor another moth-trapper on the night. Full details will be 
published on the Hartpury Orchard Centre and Gloucestershire 
Moths Facebook pages nearer the time. Funds raised will be 
shared between the Orchard Centre and Butterfly Conservation.
Contact: Steve French 07531 316893.
Saturday 11th July 2pm:  Prestbury Hill Reserve 
Meet at entrance to the Bill Smyllie reserve SO993244
Target species:  Dark Green Fritillary and other mid-summer 
species.
Contact: Tricia Atkinson 01242 512584. 07866 822254
Sunday 12th July 12.00-4pm – Open Day at the Monastery 
Butterfly Nectar Garden, Prinknash
Come and learn about the Big Butterfly Count and follow the 
butterfly trail.  Enjoy the summer flowers.  (See entry 21st June for 
details.) Contact Tricia Atkinson 01242 512584 or Sue Smith 
01453 882127 
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Sunday 26th July 10am: Butterfly ID day at Painswick Beacon
An indoor session in the morning at The Royal William Hotel, 
Cranham, GL6 6TT, followed by a walk on Painswick Beacon for a 
byo picnic and to try out ID skills.  £5 per person to include 
tea/coffee on arrival.  Spaces limited so priority will be given to new 
members and potential butterfly recorders.  
Booking essential. Contact: Tricia Atkinson 01242 512584 vice-
chair@gloucestershire-butterflies.org.uk
Wednesday 29th July 11am-3pm Big Butterfly Count at the
Museum in the Park (BftB/Glos BC event)
Stratford Park, Stroud. Join us for a fun family event & get involved 
with this year’s Big Butterfly Count. We’ll have arts, crafts, learn 
about our UK butterflies and then do your own count at home. No 
booking required.
Wednesday 12th August 12-4pm: Open Day at the Monastery 
Butterfly Nectar Garden, Prinknash
A fun day for the children during the summer holidays.
(See 21st June entry for location details etc)
Contact Tricia Atkinson 01242 512584 or Sue Smith 01453 882127

Saturday 15th August 11am-4pm Grassland Celebration Event
(Bftb) Stinchcombe Hill
As the Limestone’s Living Legacies project draws to a close, join 
us to celebrate everything about our fantastic Cotswold 
grasslands. We’ll have activities, arts and crafts and guided walks 
for you to discover the wonderful scenery and special species of 
Stinchcombe Hill. No booking required.
Saturday 15th August 2pm: Nottingham Hill/Longwood 
Common 
Meet at parking area on Bushcombe Lane SO983279 (51.9501, -
2.0258) GL52 3PN
Target species: Wall Brown, Chalk Hill Blue, Brown Argus
Contact: Tricia Atkinson 01242 512584 
Thursday 27th August – Saturday 29th August National Moth 
Night
Target species: Red Underwing Moths – Red, Light Crimson, Dark 
Crimson, all of which come to sugar solutions so you can all try this 
at home! – see article P 18
Sunday 30th August  2pm: Rough Bank
Field visit to Rough Bank to look for second brood Adonis Blue and 
other late summer species.  
Meet at the car park at SO914087 about 0.5km south of The Camp 
village.Contact: Chris Wiltshire 01453 545509



38

Wednesday 9th September: 11am – 5pm: Prinknash Open Day 
for National Garden Scheme
The garden which is jointly managed by the Stroud Valleys Project 
and the Gloucestershire Branch of Butterfly Conservation has 
joined with the NGS to open the garden on this day.  Experts will
be on hand to talk about the management of the garden.  A small 
charge of £4 will be made for entry on this occasion.  Any profits 
will go to the NGS/SVP/Glos BC.  Tea and cakes available at the 
Prinknash café and plenty of parking available.  
Friday 11th September 7.30pm-9.30pmRococo After Dark
(BftB) Painswick Rococo Garden
Join us for an evening walk to discover the Rococo Garden’s 
resident bats and other nocturnal wildlife.
Saturday 12th September 10.30am-3pm Moth Madness 
Painswick Rococo Garden (BftB)
A fun family event all about moths. We’ll have moths caught 
overnight to see up close, moth arts and crafts and even a fun 
moth challenge! No booking required but garden entrance fees 
apply.
Tuesday 15th September 7.30pm-9.30pm Rococo After Dark
(BftB)
Painswick Rococo Garden. Join us for an evening walk to discover 
the Rococo Garden’s resident bats and other nocturnal wildlife. 
Booking essential: jgilbert@butterfly-conservation.org
Saturday 24 October 11am-5pm: Branch AGM and Members’ 
Day Meet at Christchurch, Heron Way, Abbeydale, Gloucester 
GL4 5EQ
Speakers: Jen Gilbert and Julian Bendle – Reports on four years of 
Back from the Brink project in Gloucestershire,  Matt Brierley –
Report on the two-year project The Butterfly Effect.  Both of these 
projects are ending in February 2021 and December 2020 
respectively.

Indoor or outdoor workshop

Informal meeting – usually means refreshments available

Butterflies and/or Moths Field Trip or butterfly garden
Nature with the family

Bats

Mainly for flowers, also for butterflies
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Gloucestershire Branch Committee

Chair/Secretary Sue Smith Tel: 01453 882127
    email: chair@gloucestershire-butterflies.org.uk

Vice Chair/  Tricia Atkinson Tel: 01242 512584
Membership  email: vice-chair@gloucestershire-butterflies.org.uk

Treasurer   Serena Meredith Tel: 01242 524138
    email: treasurer@gloucestershire-butterflies.org.uk

County Butterfly Chris Wiltshire Tel: 01453 545509
Recorder   The Brambles, Stinchcombe Hill, Dursley GL11 6AQ
    email: butterfly-recorder@gloucestershire-butterflies.org.uk

Asst County  Vic Polley  Tel: 01453 842896
Butterfly Recorder email: vic@gloucestershire-butterflies.org.uk

Moth Officer/  Peter Hugo Tel: 01453 882134
Branch Contact email: moth-officer@gloucestershire-butterflies.org.uk

Forest of Dean  Simon Glover Tel: 01594 517151
Cons. Officer email: fod-conservation-officer@gloucestershire-butterflies.org.uk

Newsletter  Chris Tracey Tel: 07790 430787
    email: newsletter@gloucestershire-butterflies.org.uk

H & S Co-ordinator Dave Sims Tel: 01453 819010
    email: healthandsafety@gloucestershire-butterflies.org.uk

Minutes Secretary Juliet Bowman
    email: minutes@gloucestershire-butterflies.org.uk

Prestbury Hill  Tricia Atkinson
Reserve Contact email: vice-chair@gloucestershire-butterflies.org.uk

Committee  John Coates Tel: 01242 510946
Ruth Wollen email: ruth@gloucestershire-butterflies.org.uk

    Andrew Daw email: andrew@gloucestershire-butterflies.org.uk
    Ken Cservenka email: ken@gloucestershire-butterflies.org.uk

Helen Taylor email: helen@gloucestershire-butterflies.org.uk

Moth Recorders:
VC33   Robert Homan

email: vc33-eastglos@gloucestershire-butterflies.org.uk

VC34   Michael Bradley
    email: vc34-westofsevern@gloucestershire-butterflies.org.uk

VC34 Neale Mellersh
email: vc34-eastofsevern@gloucestershire-butterflies.org.uk

Webmaster  Bob Smith Tel: 01453 882127
    email: webmaster@gloucestershire-butterflies.org.uk
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Butterfly Conservation
Company limited by guarantee, registered in England (2206468)
Registered Office: Manor Yard, East Lulworth, Wareham, Dorset

BH20 5QP
Butterfly Conservation is a charity registered in England & Wales (254937)

and in
Scotland (SCO39268) VAT No GB 991 2771 89

Tel: 01929 400209
E-mail: info@butterfly-conservation.org

Web site: www.butterfly-conservation.org


