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Contributions to our newsletters 

are always welcome. 

Please use the contact details 

below to get in touch!   

If you do not wish to receive our 

newsletter in the future, simply 

reply to this message with the  

word ’unsubscribe’ in the title - 

thank you.  

 

Welcome to Spring! 

Photo Credits (above): 
Pearl-bordered Fritillary - Iain Leach 
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Dates for your Diary 
 

Coronavirus Updates - All events cancelled 
Butterfly Conservation is following government guidance and has cancelled all events until further notice. This 
includes both indoor and outdoor activities. We are doing everything we can to provide support and  
reassurance to our staff, volunteers and supporters in these uncertain and challenging times. We wish 
to play our part in keeping people healthy and safe. 

We will review arrangements for future months in due course in light of any updates to government  
guidance and share updates on our website and social media channels and by email to those registered 
with us.  

These are exceptional times and we ’ll work to support each other and keep you updated. We hope you 
are all keeping safe and well. Our Butterfly Conservation Scotland staff team are working from home. We 
would still love to hear from you so please feel free to contact us on scotland@butterfly-conservation.org 

For Butterfly Conservation’s coronavirus updates as well as tips on activities you can undertake whilst at 
home go to https://butterfly-conservation.org/news-and-blog/coronavirus-update  

Important—please read: 

 Updated statement for UKBMS recorders (transect walkers and WCBS recorders) relating to  
         Coronavirus Covid-19 - Butterfly monitoring activities to be suspended until further notice  
         See: https://butterfly-conservation.org/sites/default/files/2020-03/ukbms_coronavirus_guidance_24_march_2020.pdf  

 Updated guidance for butterfly and moth recorders relating to Coronavirus Covid-19. 
         See: https://butterfly-conservation.org/sites/default/files/2020-03/recorders_coronavirus_guidance_update_0.pdf  
 

   ____________________________________________________________________________________ 
 

Big Butterfly Count 
This year’s Big Butterfly Count runs from Friday, 17th July until Sunday, 9th August 2020.  
See  https://www.bigbutterflycount.org/ for more info. 
 
    ___________________________________________________________________________________ 
 

Small Copper Survey 
This year we are running a Scottish online survey 
for the Small Copper butterfly. Due to the  
restrictions of coronavirus we are simply asking if 
you happen to spot one in your garden or when 
out for a walk to log your sighting online. The 
Small Copper is a small butterfly often found in 
sunny places. It has been declining, but we can 
help it if you can tell us where you have seen it. 
Thank you! 
 
Please go to: https://butterfly-conservation.org/in-your
-area/scottish-office/scottish-small-copper-survey 
 
 
 
 
 
  
 
    ___________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
 

 

mailto:scotland@butterfly-conservation.org
https://butterfly-conservation.org/news-and-blog/coronavirus-update
https://butterfly-conservation.org/sites/default/files/2020-03/ukbms_coronavirus_guidance_24_march_2020.pdf
https://butterfly-conservation.org/sites/default/files/2020-03/recorders_coronavirus_guidance_update_0.pdf
https://www.bigbutterflycount.org/
https://butterfly-conservation.org/in-your-area/scottish-office/scottish-small-copper-survey
https://butterfly-conservation.org/in-your-area/scottish-office/scottish-small-copper-survey
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Project Updates 

Munching Caterpillars Scotland 

Munching Caterpillars Scotland has been  
working with twelve new schools this year. 
These consist of schools in Edinburgh,  
Glasgow, West Lothian and North  
Lanarkshire. Most of these schools have now 
received their first introduction workshop that 
involves a paper potting activity and planting 
nasturtiums.  
 
In January and February, the Scottish team 
had a visiting student from the States, Allison  
Monroe, who is on a Thomas J. Watson  
Fellowship. She was able to assist me for 
quite a few of my school visits, as she was 
particularly interested to find out about  
Butterfly Conservation’s community  
conservation projects. She has now moved 
on to the next leg of her fellowship,  
investigating insects in the forests of Costa 
Rica.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
If you would like more information about Munching Caterpillars Scotland or would like to volunteer on the  
project, please go to our website or get in touch with pphillpot@butterfly-conservation.org  

 

Polly Phillpot 
Munching Caterpillars Scotland Project Officer 

 

 

Allison at St. Columba’s Primary School 

The Allison Moth 

https://munchingcaterpillars.org/
mailto:pphillpot@butterfly-conservation.org
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Project Updates 

Peatlands: An important carbon store 

 
As our climate increasingly warms, Scotland’s peatlands are 
put under ever greater pressure. Long dry spells are  
predicted to become more commonplace, raising the  
question of whether future predicted climate scenarios will 
maintain the wet conditions needed in some areas for  
continued peat formation. 

The threat of climate change is particularly acute for  
damaged bogs where drying is already occurring due to  
attempts at drainage. A drier climate could tip the balance 
and turn these vast carbon stores into carbon emitters,  
further exacerbating the world's climate problems. As  
intense periods of rainfall are forecasted to occur more  
regularly, increasing erosion incidents with peat washed into 
streams and carbon ultimately ending up back in the  
atmosphere will also increase. 

All this puts our wildlife under threat too. Peatlands support 
unique ecosystems of invertebrates, mammals, reptiles, 
birds and flora that will be lost by constant, widespread  
drying. The Large Heath butterfly is one of those species 
under threat. A peatland specialist, it has already suffered 
declines following huge losses of good quality bog habitat 
throughout the lowlands. 

Butterfly Conservation's Bog Squad project is working to 
combat climate change through working to build resilience 
in peatland habitats. Funded by Peatland ACTION, trust 
funds and our Glasgow & SW Scotland and East Scotland 
Branches, the Bog Squad works with volunteers across 
Scotland to carry out restoration work. Artificial ditches are 
blocked and water-sapping scrub is removed helping 

sphagnum mosses, the driving force behind peat formation, to flourish again. Over time wet conditions begin 
to build again within the bogs, making them more resilient against dry spells.  

For six years Bog Squad volunteers have been putting 
in huge efforts to save our peatlands and their habitats. 
Restoration work has been carried out at 25 bogs with 
over 325 hectares of bog improved. Nearly 300  
individual volunteers have joined in to carry out this vital 
work.    

Scotland’s peatlands are unique, beautiful places of 
great international value and irreplaceable wildlife. To 
combat climate change, we all need to get involved and 
Butterfly Conservation's Bog Squad volunteers are  
certainly doing that. 

If you would like to get involved, please contact David 
Hill, Peatland Restoration Project Officer at 
dhill@butterfly-conservation.org or our Stirling Office on 
01786 459813. 

David Hill 
Peatland Restoration Project Officer 

 
 
 
 
 
 
Photo Credits: Large Heath by Alistair Graham. Others by David Hill. 

https://www.nature.scot/climate-change/taking-action/peatland-action
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Project Updates 

Helping Hands for Butterflies 

Online learning to show you how to identify and record butterflies 

Due to the coronavirus outbreak, many of our volunteer training workshops have had to move online. I’ve  
created three new learning presentations which I’ve put into a playlist made available through Youtube which 
will show people how to identify and record butterflies using apps, websites and on butterfly transects.  

Here is the playlist link: 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=FmiOP81yPm8&list=PLFXQdkoQvVDFZvkNpn6U9-mMTIjjixp2W 
 

Help monitor the Small Blue Butterfly 

The Small Blue is the UK’s smallest butterfly  
species, and in Scotland is mostly restricted to the 
coast, apart from a few inland sites. Its populations 
here appear to be declining, but we have relatively 
few sites where this species is monitored year-on-
year. To help us understand more about the species, 
a new butterfly transect has been established at  
Carnoustie (just south of Arbroath). A transect is a 
walk to record butterflies along a set route,  
undertaken each week between April and the end of 
September. For the Small Blue one in Carnoustie 
though, we only need to record during the flight time 
of the butterfly (May and June).  

As all workshops are currently cancelled, if anyone 
is interested in finding out more and/or getting  
involved online resources will be made available.  

If you’d like to help with the transect please email 
Anthony on amccluskey@butterfly-conservation.org 
 

New Transect newsletter 

We will soon be sending out a new newsletter to support people who are walking butterfly transects in  
Scotland. This newsletter will provide updates on the transects which need walkers, as well as providing tips 
and advice on how to carry out transects. There will also be stories from around the country, with other  
volunteers sharing their experiences monitoring butterflies.  

To sign up, email Anthony on  amccluskey@butterfly-conservation.org 
 

Anthony McCluskey 
Helping Hands for Butterflies Project Officer 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Small Blue by Iain Cowe 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=FmiOP81yPm8&list=PLFXQdkoQvVDFZvkNpn6U9-mMTIjjixp2W
mailto:amccluskey@butterfly-conservation.org
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Project Updates 

Saving the Northern Brown Argus in the Scottish Borders 
 
Since 2016 Butterfly Conservation volunteers have been undertaking  
detailed surveys of Northern Brown Argus colonies in the Scottish  
Borders, determining the status of many sites and assessing threats to 
habitat. So far 100 sites have been assessed and around 50 remain to be 
surveyed. The survey is continuing in 2020 and we are looking for new 
volunteers to help! 

Unfortunately, changing agricultural practices and new tree-planting 
schemes threaten key habitat for Northern Brown Argus in the Borders. 
Many sites are being invaded by bracken and gorse following removal of 
grazing stock and good quality unimproved grassland has been lost to 
new forestry plantations. This means it is increasingly important to know 
where colonies are as sometimes we may be able to intervene and help if 
habitat is threatened. 

The main aim of the survey is to establish if Northern Brown Argus is still present at known sites and to  
collect some simple information about habitat condition. 

To take part in the survey please get in touch with David Hill dhill@butterfly-conservation.org or on 01786 
459813.  

We will provide a list of survey sites to choose from, maps, a survey form and full guidance on taking part in 
the survey. 

The Saving the Northern Brown Argus in the Scottish Borders project is supported by The National Lottery 
Heritage Fund and Butterfly Conservation East Branch members.                                                                      

David Hill 
 
 
 
 
 
  ____________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 

   

    Iain Cowe 

mailto:dhill@butterfly-conservation.org
https://www.heritagefund.org.uk/
https://www.heritagefund.org.uk/


7 

Conservation News 

Not Coul 
We all breathed a huge sigh of relief when we received the decision from the Scottish Government that it has 
refused permission for the golf course at Coul Links. The prospective developers were apparently ‘stunned’. 
They do have until April 3 to lodge an appeal, but this can only be on procedural grounds, and apparently 
one of the main backers of the idea has already walked away from the project. Amongst other things, the  
inquiry reporters concluded that the proposed golf course development would have had the potential to  
significantly adversely impact the invertebrates at Coul Links. They agreed with us that the application site 
contains an unusually rich assemblage of butterflies and moths, including some rare species. Ministers  
accepted this, and the reporters’ conclusion in respect of the impacts. 

It is of course deeply worrying that the idea should have got so far. Theoretically protected by UK, European 
and International legislation, one would think that the Highland Council, SNH and Scottish Government would 
have firmly warned the developers off right at the start. But, as is often the case, the developers and their 
ecologists said they would make the dunes even better. In the event they failed to prove their case and must 
now be counting the cost of their bad advice. 

Of course, we also put a lot into the case. We are very grateful to those of you who contributed to the Coul 
Links crowdfunder we launched last year, which raised over £13,000. However, some of this was needed to 
cover the legal costs, and at a very rough estimate BC contributed at least 75 days of staff time. This does 
not include time generously given by Dr Mark Young, our expert witness who made such an authoritative 
contribution to the Inquiry. Moreover, RSPB put a huge amount of time into the campaign and without them I 
doubt whether we would have won. 

Paul Kirkland 
Director (Scotland) 
 

   ___________________________________________________________________________________ 

Coul Links - Andrew Weston 
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Conservation News 

Two New Species of Butterfly in Fife in 2019 
County recorders don’t often receive records for new species so we were delighted to be sent the first record 
of Small Skipper in Fife in July 2019.  

When we started to go through records coming in through iRecord later in the year we were delighted to find 
a new record for Wall in Fife as well. 

The same recorder Diane Wilson had made both discoveries in the same summer. 

The Small Skipper was recorded at Carlingnose 
Reserve at North Queensferry very close to the 
north end of the Forth Road Bridge. The  
sighting was on 24th July 2019 and supported 
by several clear photographs. From the images 
we concluded that it was a female.  

Further searches at the same site a few days 
later did not produce any more sightings but 
there will be a chance to look again this  
summer.  
 

Photo: Diane Wilson 

 

 

 

 

The Wall was recorded south of Kirkcaldy near Seafield on 15th August 2019.  

Another confirmed Wall had been recorded at Loch Leven just over the County boundary in Perth and  
Kinross in June 2019. 
 

 

 

 

Photo: Diane Wilson  

 

 

 

 

 

The only previous record in Fife was in May 1870 at Newport-on-Tay in the northeast corner of the County.  
There are thought to have been Walls as far north as Aberdeenshire in early Victorian times.  

Both these species were spotted along the south coast of Fife where new species tend to turn up first before 
spreading north. This pattern was evident in the spread of Speckled Wood which was first recorded on the 
coast of Fife in 2014 near Elie. By 2018 Speckled Wood had expanded north into the centre of Fife and as 
far as the north coast.  

We look forward to seeing what turns up in 2020 and hope to confirm more sightings of these new species.  

Gillian J Fyfe and Elspeth Christie 
County Recorders for Fife and Clackmanannshire 
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Conservation News 

Northern Brown Argus at Kincraig, Fife 2019 
The summer of 2019 saw the best numbers of Northern Brown Argus at Kincraig since the first year of the 
transect in 2013. The site had been badly affected by two fires in late 2013 and 2014, so this is a welcome 
sustained recovery. The flight period lasted from 26th June until the 12th of August - again the best spread of 
records since 2013. The butterfly was found along 5 out of 6 sections of the transect route, with the majority 
in sections 1 to 3, the part that had borne the brunt of the 2014 fire. 

The ‘Have you seen a Northern Brown Argus?’ information signs were renewed and upgraded at the start of 
the year, because even though they are taken down for the winter period, after four seasons their exposure 
to the elements had faded them. We took the opportunity to highlight the SSSI status of Kincraig and the  
importance of protecting the larval stages of the Northern Brown Argus on the rock-rose by staying on the 
path (and so not trampling all over the plants at the sides). Logos for SNH, Fife Coast and Countryside Trust 
and Elie Estate (one of the landowners) were added. Many thanks again to the East Branch of Butterfly  
Conservation for their financial support. 

Fife Coast and Countryside Trust also put up signs at the most worn part of the downhill section, where the 
natural tendency appears to be to walk on the soft rock-rose rather than the stony path. 

In total 109 Northern Brown Argus were recorded during the flight period, and there was an abundance of 
other butterflies during the summer - especially Painted Ladies - with incoming migrations occurring at the 
end of June (33 seen on 26th) and the beginning of August (79 seen on 2nd). Small Heath, Ringlet and 
Meadow Brown also thrived, however the Common Blue did not, with the lowest numbers recorded since 
2015. 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
The benefit of increased abundance is the opportunity it gives to observe the behaviour of the butterfly more 
closely. I was inspired by Reuben Singleton’s Training Day in the Borders in June (where Marsh Thistle is a 
favourite food plant) to record in more detail nectar sources, which this year at Kincraig included Birds ’foot 
trefoil, Geranium sanguineum (Bloody Cranesbill), Daisy, Clovers red and white, Giant Centaurea and  
Knapweeds. We had wondered why the butterfly is not seen more frequently nectaring on Rock-rose flowers, 
and the answer is that they do not apparently contain any nectar. I also found this year that actually the 
Northern Brown Argus, whilst preferring sunshine, will fly in bright, hazy or even overcast muggy conditions, 
especially if it is not too windy. 

The myth that they mainly fly in the first part of the day was exploded, they were observed on the wing  
between 9.15 am and 4.05 pm during the survey period.  

Emergence was staggered throughout the flight period - a newly emerged female was recorded on 2nd  
August. 

Towards the end of the season I had a number of discussions with Fife Coast and Countryside about  
introducing a variation to the management of the Coastal Path along the top of the cliff face, and down  
towards the beach. It was agreed to limit the strimming of the path sides in future. This should help the larval 
stages of the Northern Brown Argus. 
                                                             

Northern Brown Argus nectaring 
on Geranium sanguineum, 16th 
July 2019 
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Conservation News 
2019 Year totals 

 

Year peak in any one week 

 

We had a wonderful field trip on 14th July, attended by 17 very enthusiastic people, and as ever with so many 
pairs of eyes looking, the finds were exceptional.  Although the day was hazy, at least the heavy rain from 
the previous night had cleared away and it was bright enough. The day started with Colin Edwards revealing 
the contents of a moth trap from the night before.  

We saw a total of 51 Northern Brown Argus,  
including a mating pair which had all the cameras 
busy. Other highlights included the first ever  
Narrow-bordered Five-spot Burnet seen at Kincraig, 
plus Latticed Heath and a very entertaining  
Hummingbird Hawkmoth which constantly traversed 
the face of the cliff, nectaring on the Vipers Bugloss. 
Butterflies seen included Meadow Brown, Ringlet, 
Green–veined and Large Whites, Red Admiral and 
Painted Ladies, but sadly no Common Blue, which 
had had a poor year in general at Kincraig. Egg 
searches were carried out on the rock-rose along 
the path sides and several were rewarded with  
finding their first Northern Brown Argus eggs. 

Although the colony of Northern Brown Argus at  
Kincraig is the largest known, there are historical 
records from other locations in Fife.  A summary of 
these records is now available, together with a map showing locations of rock-rose in the County. Several 
areas were surveyed in 2019 and new records were received from Kinghorn, Pettycur and Burntisland. Any 
local members who would be willing to adopt an area to survey in 2020 would be most welcome. Further  
details from Hamish Johnston hamishjohnston07@hotmail.co.uk or Colin Edwards scotspine-
nut@hotmail.com 

 

Hamish Johnston 

 

Year Section 1 Section 2 Section 3 Section 4 Section 5 Section 6 Total 

2013 11 36 36 5 2 17 107 

2014 13 13 18 - - 14 58 

2015 2 4 1 - - 10 17 

2016 6 9 5 10 - 11 41 

2017 1 - 3 1 - - 5 

2018 6 12 23 15 - 3 59 

2019 26 27 44 9 - 3 109 

Year Section 1 Section 2 Section 3 Section 4 Section 5 Section 6   

2013 6 9 12 2 2 6   

2014 4 5 5 - - 9   

2015 1 2 1 - - 3   

2016 4 3 2 4 - 7   

2017 1 - 3 1 - -   

2018 2 6 11 5 - 3   

2019 7 7 12 3 - 2   

Northern Brown Argus mating pair, 13th July 2019 

mailto:hamishjohnston07@hotmail.co.uk
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Conservation News 

Lunar Yellow Underwing at Tentsmuir 
Lunar Yellow Underwing is a very scarce moth in Scotland with Tentsmuir 
being its last surviving site.  However, despite previous searches, mainly 
using light traps to attract adults, it has not been seen here (or elsewhere 
in Scotland) since 2007.  A weekend targeted mass moth trapping event 
at the site last August also failed to record any adults.  In England Lunar 
Yellow Underwing is most regularly and successfully monitored and  
surveyed via night-time caterpillar searches, usually between November 
and March.  This is something that we have only occasionally undertaken 
in Scotland, until now that is, when on the evenings of Monday 9 th and 
Tuesday 10th March we held a mass caterpillar hunt at Tentsmuir.   

In addition, to help us improve our chances of finding larvae we were  
expertly led by Sharon Hearle, Butterfly Conservation’s East England  
Regional Conservation Manager.  Sharon has a wealth of experience 
managing for and monitoring Lunar Yellow Underwing, especially at the 
larval stage, particularly at Breckland sites in Suffolk.  Sharon was taken, 
during the day, to a number of potential sites to help identify the best  
habitat for the moth so that these could be targeted in the evening.   
Unfortunately, very little suitable habitat was found and when these areas 
were searched at night no Lunar Yellow Underwing larvae were found.  
This was despite a remarkable turn out of volunteer surveyors with 18 on 
the Monday evening and 16 on the Tuesday.  This was particularly  
impressive given the wet weather on the first night and very cold  
conditions on the second. 
 

 Lunar Yellow Underwing larvae - Roy Leverton  

Night-time caterpillar survey at Tentsmuir - Tom Prescott 
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Conservation News 

 
Lunar Yellow Underwing requires fine-leaved grasses 
growing in an open, sandy sward.  This habitat is very 
similar to the requirements of Grayling butterfly that 
was formerly far more widespread and common at 
Tentsmuir.  However, concerns have been growing 
over the fate of Grayling at the site as counts from the 
regularly walked butterfly transects show it to be in 
steady decline.  Following Sharon’s visit we have  
surmised that the decline in both species is probably 
due to the very small patches of suitable habitat as 
large parts of the dunes have stabilised resulting in 
less bare sand which is probably due to a huge  
reduction in the rabbit population.  So in summary the 
current condition of the habitat is probably between 1 
and 3 out of 10, whilst volunteer commitment is 11 
out of 10! 

In order to try and enhance the situation a local team 
of Butterfly Conservation Scotland volunteers from 

our East Branch are working in partnership with Forestry and Land Scotland (FLS), and Scottish Natural  
Heritage (SNH) to start to restore suitable habitat which following Sharon’s visit we are now more confident 
we know what to do.  This may include raking small areas to create bare ground as well as limited harrowing 
on some of the more inland dune grasslands and more large scale ground disturbance in some of the forestry 
clearfell sites.   

We are therefore keen to seek volunteers to help with this work by assisting with survey and monitoring as 
we need a better picture of the current distribution of Grayling and monitor changes in habitat and/or get 
physical in the dunes to improve the habitat.  If you are interested in getting involved please contact either 
Tom or Colin.   

Tom Prescott 
Email: tprescott@butterfly-conservation.org Tel: 01540 661469.  Mob: 07979 785665 

Colin Edwards 
Email: scotspinenut@hotmail.com  Mob: 077200 49774 
 
    
   _______________________________________________________________________________  

Ideal habitat for Grayling and Lunar Yellow Underwing  

-Tom Prescott 

mailto:tprescott@butterfly-conservation.org
mailto:scotspinenut@hotmail.com
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Conservation News 

Photographing butterflies in action 

I’ve always been interested in the behaviour of butterflies – what they do and why. Nectaring, basking,  
mating or resting are easy enough to photograph. There’s time to focus accurately, compose the shot  
aesthetically, and maybe to try again if the first attempt isn’t right. Shots involving flight are different. It’s hard 
to keep a fast-moving butterfly in the frame if it is flying erratically, let alone fiddle with the focus. Even  
deciding when to press the shutter can be difficult. The quality of a shot is largely due to chance and the  
failure rate is high. That makes the rare successes all the more rewarding, a pleasant surprise that  
compensates for any number of ‘deletes’. Just as well the cost of film is not an issue with digital cameras.  
 
As a boy I was puzzled why the female ‘cabbage whites’ in our garden lifted their abdomen towards an  
amorous male, yet this never resulted in mating. Instead, the male soon lost interest and resumed his quest. 
Counter-intuitive though it seems, this raising of the abdomen is the female’s sign that she has already  
mated and does not require his services. What looks like a come-hither is really a brush-off. The male  
benefits too – it saves him from wasting his time. Often the hello-goodbye encounter lasts only a few  
seconds, but it should be possible to photo. After many failed attempts I did get shots of Green-veined 
Whites, by far the commonest of the genus in my Banffshire garden. 

 

 

 

 
 
Fortunately for the males, the female doesn’t always say no. 
When mating, Green-veined Whites are among those species 
that react to disturbance by taking wing. The male carries the 
female so effortlessly that the pair may look like a single  
butterfly. This was another image I was keen to get, having 
seen the behaviour many times over the years while doing 
butterfly transect counts. Photographing it proved much  
harder. 
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Conservation News 

Spring 2019 was easily the best-ever for Speckled Wood at my site. It’s usually single-brooded here,  
overwintering as a caterpillar and not flying until July. After the warm autumn of 2018, many overwintered as 
pupae, then emerged in early May in unprecedented numbers. Territorial males were everywhere, constantly 
engaged in spiralling dogfights with trespassing neighbours before returning victorious to a favourite perch. 
Photographing these aerial battles would be a real challenge! And so it proved. It took many attempts even to 
get both butterflies in the frame. Not that the two distant smudges were identifiable as Speckled Woods or 
even butterflies. If at first you don’t succeed…perhaps you never will. These shots are the best of a very poor 
lot. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
    
 
 

 
 

 

Last summer was disappointing overall, but there were a 
few brief hot spells. In July I went to the Banffshire coast, 
hoping to photograph Dark Green Fritillaries. There were 
lots, but far too active in the heat, with males incessantly 
chasing each other along the cliffs. One flight shot was the 
only reward – it’s the leading butterfly’s shadow that makes 
it for me, even though one is out of focus… 

 
 
 
 

 
 
All too soon it was August. Scotch Argus 
was also having a bumper year. There 
were dozens on our boggy hillside: males 
patrolling, females nectaring on devil’s-bit 
scabious. Do they use the same rejection 
behaviour as the whites? I focussed on a 
nectaring female and waited, knowing that 
a male would soon come by and try his 
luck. The shot is inconclusive, but perhaps 
the females don’t signal rejection with their 
abdomen. Instead, she fluttered her wings 
vigorously. And is the male testing her 
scent with his antennae? It’s another  
question to check out this coming summer. 

Roy Leverton  
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Conservation News 

Scottish Conservation Strategy – We need your help 
In March 2019 we launched our draft Scottish Conservation Strategy at our Spring Recorder’s Gathering 
(SRG), at Battleby. This was followed up with an article in our Spring 2019 E-newsletter https://butterfly-
conservation.org/sites/default/files/2019-03/E-news%20Spring%202019.pdf listing the 106 priority species 
(10 butterflies, 55 micro-moths and 41 macros) that will become the focus of our future work.   

To recap, each priority species is allocated to one of three priorities High (H), Medium (M) or Low (L).  In 
addition, high priority species (H) have also been ranked into two threat categories  

 A - Action urgent across UK range 
 B - Action less urgent across UK range, but may be required at the country/regional level  

The highest priority species are thus labelled HA, the next level being HB, the remainder M.  The 106 priority 
species comprise; 

 HA  23 species (3 butterflies, 12 micros & 8 macros) 
 HB  37 species (2 butterflies, 19 micros & 16 macros) 
 M  46 species (5 butterflies, 24 micros & 17 macros) 

We are putting information about these species on our website over the coming months in order of  
prioritisation. You will find a link from the Scottish welcome page https://butterfly-conservation.org/scotland  

It was our intention in 2020 to focus our efforts on the following fourteen species by running training days, 
field trips and/or promotion of surveys.  However, COVID 19 has scuppered these plans but we still intend to 
provide suitable information on our website so that you can “self-survey”. 

The species for targeted action are; 

 Cairngorm Specials - Dark Bordered Beauty (HA) & Kentish Glory (HA) 
 Bearberry Specialists - Small Dark Yellow Underwing (HA), Netted Mountain Moth (HB) &  
         Coleophora arctostaphyli (HA) 
 Wood Munchers - Welsh Clearwing (HA) & Goat moth (HB) 
 Ash Dependent - Barred Tooth-striped (HB) 
 Scarce Burnets – Forester moth (HB) & Mountain Burnet (HB) 
 Single Site Micros - Choreutis diana (HA), Eana argentana (HA) & Ethmia pyrausta (HA) 
 Borders NBA – Northern Brown Argus (HB) (see David Hill’s article in this Newsletter) 

Information on Barred Tooth-striped, being the first species to be 
on the wing of those on this list, has already been put on our 
website.  Simply follow the we need your help link from our  
Scottish home page https://butterfly-conservation.org/scotland 
where you can navigate to the Barred Tooth-striped page to find 
an interactive map, and details on the moth's life-cycle,  
identification and recording, as well as the use of pheromones and 
how to get involved.  We plan to provide similar information for 
the other species on the list, the next inline being the bearberry 
feeders. 

So please keep a regular eye on our website or contact me for 
more information.  
Email: tprescott@butterfly-conservation.org.  Tel: 01540 661994.  
Mob: 07979 785665. 
 
Tom Prescott  
 
 
 
 
    __________________________________________________________________________________ 

Barred Tooth-striped – Alan Skeates 

https://butterfly-conservation.org/sites/default/files/2019-03/E-news%20Spring%202019.pdf
https://butterfly-conservation.org/sites/default/files/2019-03/E-news%20Spring%202019.pdf
https://butterfly-conservation.org/scotland
https://butterfly-conservation.org/scotland
mailto:tprescott@butterfly-conservation.org


16 

Conservation News 

Scotland’s Common Moths Leaflet – Reprinted 
We have recently reprinted our Scotland’s Common Moths leaflet as it proved so popular that stocks became 
almost non-existent.  The new leaflet has a different feel and look to it which makes it readily identifiable from 
the original leaflet that had a Yellow Shell on the front cover. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The layout may be different but the content is very similar, however, the text has been updated to include  
recently published books and enhanced details on different trap designs and bulb types. 
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The leaflet is available on our website as a pdf https://butterfly-conservation.org/sites/default/files/2020-02/
Scotlands%20Common%20Moths%20Final%202020.pdf  

We also have several boxes of the Real McCoy to be distributed at events, venues or to family and friends to 
help spread the word about the marvellous world of moths with tips on how to start mothing. Obviously 
COVID-19 has now put pay to these plans in the immediate future but please let us know if you can help  
distribute these and we can send copies to you as and when we are able.   
Email: scotland@butterfly-conservation.org 

Tom Prescott  

 

 

   ___________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

 

https://butterfly-conservation.org/sites/default/files/2020-02/Scotlands%20Common%20Moths%20Final%202020.pdf
https://butterfly-conservation.org/sites/default/files/2020-02/Scotlands%20Common%20Moths%20Final%202020.pdf
mailto:scotland@butterfly-conservation.org
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Building your own Moth Trap 

Hi everyone, my name is Xander, AKA AntBoy, and I am mad about nature. You may  
recognise me from my social media or TV appearances, where I appeared on Countryfile 
and the BBC Watches, speaking about the importance of the little guys, the insects. One of 
those segments was on the Kentish Glory moth, a geographically restricted Lepidoptera 
which I am very lucky to have seen on a number of occasions.  

Today I am going to be sharing with you one of my recent projects, where I created my very 
own bucket moth trap on a low budget of £40.  

You may be thinking why do I need to do this, could I not just buy one? 

Well you could do that; however, moth traps tend to be expensive and by following my easy 
steps you could have your very own moth trap and save yourself some money! This is also an easy way to 
start your journey into the world of moths without spending too much money. 

Moths Matter 
Moth trapping is a really fun thing to do as it opens up a hidden world full of moths of 
different shapes, sizes and colours and also a great way to introduce people to the 
world of nature. 

Did you know that there are over 1300 common species of moths in Scotland where I 
am from, and 2500 in the whole of the UK? You can catch many of these amazing  
insects using a moth trap, like the one I have built at home.  

Monitoring moths is important because they are very sensitive to climate change and 
allow us to understand the health of a specific area and how it may be changing over 
time.  

Moths are in decline, mostly due to climate change, habitat destruction 
and fragmentation. By recording the moths that visit your garden during 
the year you are helping provide information that allows organisations 
like Butterfly Conservation to understand the trends and prioritise which 
species need protecting. 

Moths are not only important pollinators but their caterpillars are also a 
great food source for many animals such as my favourite the ants, and 
many common birds. Did you know that blue tits rely on moth caterpillars 
to feed their young and without these small but important insects we 
wouldn't have some of our most loved birds! 

 

Instructions 

To build your very own bucket moth trap you will need a few things. 

 A 20 litre bucket with a tight-fitting lid                        
 A plastic kitchen funnel  
 An Ardacia FD3P23 compact bulb 
 A reptile ceramic heat lamp holder 
 An empty, clear plastic juice bottle (2l is best)  
 A couple of cable ties  
 An old broom handle cut to size  
 Empty egg boxes to place inside the bucket trap  

The moth trap build can be split into 2 main parts, the first being the bucket section and second being the 
light and electrics. 

Bucket section 

To build the bucket section you will need to trace around the widest part  
of your kitchen funnel onto the lid of the bucket. 

Then carefully cut out a hole slightly smaller than the tracing so that the  
funnel will sit in the hole and not fall all the way through.  
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At this point you also want to remove the lower section of the funnel so there 
is plenty of room for the moths to fall into the bucket below.  

 

 

You then want to add to your bucket your egg boxes as this provides the 
moths with a safe place to take a little nap once caught, and it means that 
when you are checking your trap in the morning it's easy to handle them. 

 

 

 

Light section 

Now for the moth attracter, also known as a light :)   

Before you start to connect everything up, its best to make sure that the light bulb and holder are working, so 
place the bulb in the holder, plug it in, and check that it works. If it does then remove the bulb so you don't 
damage it.  

 

Measure and cut the broom handle so that it is just slightly smaller than the 
width of the top of the bucket. Its ok if it hangs over a little so don ’t worry of 
its not perfect. 

Now attach the bulb holder to your bar or pipe using screws or cable ties, 
both work just as well.  

 

 
On each side of the bucket lid, create 2 small holes which will be used to cable tie the pole in place, make 
sure they are not too far apart or it will be hard to keep the pole in place.  

With the funnel in place, place the pole over the lid of the bucket,  
ensuring the light is directly above the funnel so that the moths fall into 
the bucket. 

Now cable tie the pole in place using the holes you just made in the lid. 
Once you are happy with the position of the pole, put the bulb in the 
holder. 

 
You are now almost ready to give your moth trap a go, but as it often rains in the UK, it ’s a good idea to 
make it a little weather proof.  

 

A simple way to do this is to cut the top off of the plastic bottle using some 
scissors so that it is just taller than the bulb itself, and place the cut bottle over 
the light which will help protect the bulb. 

I tend to use my trap when I know it’s not going to rain, but if you want to use 
yours in all weather conditions you may also want to add a small  
drainage hole to the bottom of your bucket to ensure any rain does not  
gather inside the trap. 
 
 

And there you have it, your very own mains powered moth trap that has been made on a low budget.  
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I have a video on my YouTube channel (www.xanderjo.co.uk) showing me  
making my moth trap, which you may want to use to help build your own one. 

There is also a great set of instructions to follow on the Butterfly Conservation, 
East Scotland Branch web site, where you can also build an LED version of the 
moth trap. I have included a link at the bottom of this article. 

 

Tips for trapping 

To get the best out of your new moth trap, you should place it in an area away from street lights and other 
strong light sources and somewhere sheltered, under a tree or a porch area to help protect it from the  
weather. Try to set up the trap in a shaded area, keeping it out of direct sunlight, and empty the trap as early 
as you can so the moths don’t overheat in the morning sun. 

Also, its best to leave a few days between trapping to ensure you don ’t keep trapping the same moths and 
this will stop the birds learning about the trap as they would start to eat the moths you have caught. 

I am lucky to have very friendly neighbours who don’t mind me using my moth trap at night, however yours 
may not be as open to a bright light on all night in your garden, so you may want to invest in a plug-in timer 
so that the light is only on for a few hours at a time. However, you should remember that the longer the light 
is on, the more you are likely to catch.  

 

What next? 

Now you have your moth trap, and hopefully you have caught some moths, there are 3 main things you can 
do with them. 

1. Be in awe of the different colours, shapes and sizes of these amazing and often ignored insects.  
         Carefully lift the egg boxes out of your trap to allow you to get up close and personal to the moths.   
         Take photos, but try not to touch the moths as they have very delicate wings. Once you have  
         looked at them, be sure to let them go by gently tapping the egg box over some undergrowth. The 
         moth will rest there for a while, or just fly away. 

2. If you want to learn more about these amazing insects, there is a great website that I like to use that 
         tells me which moths to expect to see in my area on specific days of the year (link below). 

         You may also want to get yourself a book to help ID them, visit websites like Butterfly Conservation 
         where there are loads of guides to help you ID moths, join a local recording group or post your  
         pictures on social media where there are plenty of experts willing to help you identify the different 
         species of moths you may have caught. 

3. Finally, now you know what moths you have, why not record them using an app like iRecord, so 
that your data can be used to help understand the trends and specific species and the amount of 
them flying in your area. 

Now you have everything you need to build your own moth trap, what’s stopping 
you building one and starting to learn about these amazing and important insects. 

I hope this has inspired you to get out there and see what you can find.  

Happy mothing! 

‘AntBoy’ Xander 

 

 

Links  

Bucket moth instructions: https://butterfly-conservation.org/in-your-area/east-
scotland-branch/budget-bucket-moth-trap 

Learn about Scotland’s Common Moths: butrfli.es/HabitatandSpeciesLeaflets 

What’s flying tonight: https://shiny-apps.ceh.ac.uk/whats_flying_tonight/ 

My YouTube channel: http://www.xanderjo.co.uk 

http://www.xanderjo.co.uk
https://butterfly-conservation.org/in-your-area/east-scotland-branch/budget-bucket-moth-trap
https://butterfly-conservation.org/in-your-area/east-scotland-branch/budget-bucket-moth-trap
http://butrfli.es/HabitatandSpeciesLeaflets?fbclid=IwAR1TsiaMFJKczFWfBcO4c5fMXbJloa3oA3l6duivgRLBotmPe6bPEk0Z30U
https://shiny-apps.ceh.ac.uk/whats_flying_tonight/
http://www.xanderjo.co.uk


21 

 Ticks and Lyme Disease 

Ticks and Lyme Disease 
As the main season for butterfly and moth recording approaches, many of us will begin coming into contact 
with ticks. Most ticks are little more than an irritation, but a few can transmit Lyme disease, a potentially  
serious illness which is treatable with antibiotics if diagnosed early. It is therefore important to be informed 
and take some simple precautions.  

What are ticks?  

Ticks are tiny, spider-like creatures which feed on the blood of animals. They are found mostly in grassland, 
heathland and woodland areas throughout the UK, but can be present anywhere where wild animals,  
livestock or outdoor pets have been. This includes many gardens and parks. They are most common from 
April to October but can be active during mild winters. 

What can I do to prevent being bitten by a tick?  

 Avoid exposed skin: wear long trousers tucked into socks or wellies, and long sleeves.  

 Avoid long and overhanging vegetation and keep to footpaths.  

 Consider using insect repellent. 

 Check your skin and clothing while you are out in the field and again when you return home or before 
you get in the car. Tick bites don’t usually hurt so it is important to check your skin thoroughly.  

 Changing your clothes when you return home can help.  

What should I do if I am bitten by a tick?  

 Ticks should be removed promptly using a tick remover (available from vets or specialist websites  
          Below or tweezers. 

 Don’t squash or squeeze the tick; don’t apply heat; don’t cover it with creams or plasters. 

 If you develop a rash around a bite or flu-like symptoms, or if you are concerned in anyway, consult a 
   doctor as soon as possible. 

 See the specialist websites below for more detailed advice.  

Where can I found out more? 

 Tick Removal –Lyme Disease Action 

 Lyme Disease -NHS Choices 

 Mountaineering Scotland 

Links to external websites are offered in good faith. Butterfly Conservation has no control over the content of 
the sites and no endorsement is implied of any products or services. 

 

            ————————————————————————————————————————— 
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https://www.lymediseaseaction.org.uk/about-ticks/tick-removal/
https://www.nhs.uk/conditions/lyme-disease/
https://www.mountaineering.scot/safety-and-skills/health-and-hygiene/ticks

