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Cover:  Large Skipper caterpillar   Photo Andy Wyldes

Branch Field Trips 2020
Sunday, May 17th   Fermyn Woods Country Park Moth and Butterfly Day (Joint event with Back 
from the Brink)   Meet at the Skylark café at 9 a.m. to look at moths caught in the traps by Mark 
Hammond. Breakfast provided from 9.30. 
Please contact Douglas Goddard by email (goddarddouglas@hotmail.com) or phone (01604 408670) 
by 12th May so that we know how many to cater for. Car parking fees apply. From 10.30 a.m. a visit 
to see how our winter conservation work has helped Dingy and Grizzled Skippers, Green Hairstreaks 
and other spring species in the park.

Sunday, May 30th   Sharpenhoe Clappers   In past years a summer field trip venue, but this year 
looking for key Spring species - Green Hairstreak, Dingy Skipper and Small Blue. Meet in the NT car 
park at 10.30 a.m. Grid Ref. TL064296. Leader Dave Chandler.
 

Sunday, June 21st   Glapthorn Cow Pasture Open Day   We will be on hand from 10 a.m. to 1 
p.m. to search for the elusive Black Hairstreak. Park in the lane opposite the wood entrance, Grid 
Ref. TL006903 and join us in the wood from 10 a.m. The local Wildlife Trust will be on site in the 
afternoon. Leaders: Douglas Goddard, Dave James and Andy Wyldes

Sunday July 5th   Moth and Butterfly Morning at Pitsford Reservoir   A repeat of our successful event 
of previous years. A joint event between the Beds and Northants Branch of Butterfly Conservation 
and the Wildlife Trust BCN to celebrate the moths and butterflies at Pitsford Reservoir. We will be 
meeting at 10 a.m. at the Fishing Lodge for coffee and then open the moth trap with an expert from 
the Wildlife Trust. After this there will be a walk around part of the reserve to look for butterflies for 
the rest of the morning. Due to limited spaces booking is essential. 
Please contact Mischa.cross@wildlifebcn.org or by telephone 01604 780148.

Sunday, July 12th   Fineshade Wood (Joint event with Back from the Brink)   Come along to see a 
range of arboreal species if we can beat the 23 including Silver-washed and Dark Green Fritillaries, 
White-letter Hairstreak and Purple Hairstreaks and White Admiral and Purple Emperor. Meet in the 
courtyard of Top Lodge, Fineshade, Grid Ref. SP981983 (Postcode NN17 3BB) at 10.30 a.m. Car Park 
fee payable. Leader: Douglas Goddard

Please refer to our branch website for any changes/cancellations 
to events due to the uncertainty of the ongoing Coronavirus 

outbreak   



Sunday, 19th April, 2 – 6 p.m.
Maulden Village Hall, Flitwick Road, Maulden MK45 2DP 

Easily accessible from M1 and A6 

AGM followed by updates from Caz Temple on Woodland 
Wings and Susannah O’Riordan on Back from the Brink

GUEST SPEAKER
Peter Eeles 

The Life Cycles of British and Irish Butterflies

• Refreshments 

• Entries may be posted with entry fees to any member of the committee beforehand 
(see back page) but please note will not be returned. 

There will be four categories:
• The Chairman’s Shield  The Best British Butterfly in the wild.
• The Don Askew Memorial Shield  This includes Branch Activities, Field Trips, Winter 

Work parties, Sales Events, Members etc.
• The Butterfly Conservation Shield The Best Picture of a Butterfly or Moth in its early 

stages (egg, caterpillar, pupa etc)
• Best British Moth Shield  Best Picture of a British Moth.

Rules for the photographic competition
• All pictures to have been taken in the last year.
• Prints to a maximum of A4 size can be entered with a maximum of three entries per 

category. Entry fee 50p per print.
• Entries will be assigned numbers on the day so please do not add names to prints.
• Prints may now be manipulated as the photographer wishes.
• Winning entries are to be available for publication on the branch website and in the 

Branch Newsletter.

BRANCH MEMBERS’ DAY 2020

*** BRANCH PHOTOGRAPHIC COMPETITION ***

CANCELLED
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 Creating New Butterfly Habitat                                      Douglas Goddard

Fermyn Woods Country Park

Fermyn Woods Country Park is one of the best 
sites in Northamptonshire for seeing Dingy and 
Grizzled Skippers. Most years we have held 
guided branch walks as part of our summer 
programme and very successful Moth and 
Butterfly mornings. As the park is an open site 
it is not possible to graze it with stock and 
maintenance of the valuable butterfly habitat 
has been done by volunteer effort by Beds 
and Northants branch members as part of our 
winter work party programme. Increases in the 
growing season as a result of climate change 
has made it increasingly difficult to keep the 
site clear of scrub to the level desired. Removal 
of the scrub by hand and brush cutting has led 
to rapid regrowth and recently we have started 
to treat this by painting. We are grateful to Liz 
Morrison, Outreach Officer for Back from the 
Brink Roots of Rockingham, for coming along 
to do this. It is planned to train others for this.

As well as the much-publicised reintroduction 
of the Chequered Skipper, Back from the Brink 
also highlights the Dingy and Grizzled Skipper 
among its target species for conservation. We 
are pleased that the project area now includes 
Fermyn Woods Country Park for this purpose. We 
are publicising winter work parties and events 
jointly to help public engagement with both our 
branch and the project and are working closely 
with park staff on the conservation of these 
butterfly species. 

In order to create new butterfly habitat in the 
park, money has been allocated from Back from 
the Brink to create scrapes in the grassland. This 
involves hiring a digger and removing the grass 
and topsoil, leaving bare ground. This has been 
done on areas leading towards and including a 
couple of the banks on the site. The soil removed 
is then deposited nearby to establish a new profile 
of banks and ditches on which vegetation will 
regenerate and be managed for the two species. 
This was done during the last week of January 
and further similar work is planned for the autumn. 



The scraped areas will be allowed to regenerate 
naturally initially and surveyed for botanical 
interest and the butterfly populations, particularly 
of the target species Dingy and Grizzled Skippers, 
will be counted and monitored to assess the 
impact of the intervention. Seeding with a 
wildflower mix or use of plug plants will be done if 
necessary to compensate for any absence of the 
larval food plants of these species.

The areas will be maintained annually to keep 
the ground sward short and leave areas of bare 
ground, either by mowing in late summer, or 
brush cutting and hand clearance by volunteers, 
with treatment of cut stumps. Management 
needs in this regard will be assessed at the end 
of each summer, bearing in mind regrowth and 
weather influences, in conjunction with the Beds 
and Northants branch and, if appropriate, other 
wildlife bodies. 

We are looking for volunteers to carry out a 
butterfly transect in the country park and the 
adjacent Fermyn Woods and a training session 
on this is being planned for the spring, so 

please look out for this and let us know if you 
are interested. We would like to express our 
thanks to Susannah O’Riordan and Liz Morrison, 
Hilary Monk and the staff of the country park 
for facilitating this venture for the benefit of our 
butterflies. We are also grateful to the number 
of loyal volunteers who have supported work 
parties on this site for a number of years. Special 
mention needs to be made of Mick Groom our 
branch member who has worked tirelessly in 
recent years in the thickets in the country park, 
restoring habitat for the Black Hairstreak for 
which this is now a very important location.

                                                                  Photos Douglas Goddard

Our thanks go out to the Country Park rangers who have carried 
out all the initial ground work 
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One of the great things about watching and 
studying butterflies is that every year is different 
and there are always new discoveries to be 
made. Prior to 2019 I had never found a Black 
Hairstreak pupa in the wild despite a number 
of field guides stating that this is the easiest 
stage of this species to find. In early May, at a 
successful training day on the Black Hairstreak 
arranged by Caz Temple as part of Woodland 
Wings and attended by representatives from 
other branches, some discussion took place 
on the finding of pupae. After the explosion in 
numbers of adults which had taken place in 2018, 
this was surely the year to look for them. 

During May, several searches for larvae and 
pupae in Fermyn Woods Country Park and Salcey 
Forest proved fruitless and frustrating. David 
James in the meantime had managed to find a 
couple of eggs and larvae and kindly showed 
me two pupae in Glapthorn Cow Pastures. I 
determined to continue the quest and was 
delighted when I finally discovered a pupa 
formed on top of a leaf in Salcey Forest, located 
alongside the track south of the horsebox car 
park, an area of blackthorn subsequently laid by 
volunteers in the winter. It was around eye level 
and clearly visible as I moved the foliage in front 
of it.

The following day, Andy Wyldes and I visited 
the thicket in Fermyn Woods Country Park. 
By now, we were expecting to see the adults 
start emerging. None were seen and we began 
to look for the pupae on the blackthorn in the 
vicinity of our display board. Searching in a small 
glade facing south-east, Andy soon discovered 

one attached to a stem of the foodplant 
around a metre from the ground and on further 
investigation two more in close proximity, while 
I had also spotted another on the top of a leaf. 
This made a total of four within a space of a few 
square metres. I then encountered another one 
ten metres away, this time on a horizontal twig 
on a new sprig of blackthorn a metre above the 
ground. 

Some pupae appeared much darker than others, 
which I took to mean they were approaching 
emergence, but Peter Eeles (Life Cycles of 
British and Irish Butterflies 2019) identifies two 
different colour forms, black and brown.  Both 
forms with their white markings are similar to 
a bird dropping. The ones on leaves appeared 
darker than those which were more hidden on 
the twigs. 

Returning to Fermyn Woods Country Park on 9th 
June, eight adults were on the wing but none 
of these appeared to have emerged from the 
pupae which we found, another new one being 
discovered. They normally stay in situ for a while 
after hatching but all were relocated apart from 
one which had disappeared, presumed predated. 
Around 80% are said to be victims of predators, 
mainly birds. (Jeremy Thomas - The Butterflies 
of Britain and Ireland). One of the pupae had 
hatched, showing the split down the middle from 
which the adult emerges, and had remained in 
position on 15th.

On a further visit to Salcey on 12th June my 
original pupa could not be found but another was 

 Finding Butterfly Pupae  June 2019                               Douglas Goddard

Brown form of the pupa found in Fermyn Woods Country Park                                 

Black Hairstreak pupa found in Salcey Forest                                   



discovered a few metres further down nearly 
two metres above the ground and a third on 16th 
on a very new sprig of self-set blackthorn away 
from the main growth at the southern end of the 
ride south of the horsebox car park. No trace of 
these was found on 22nd June. On our Open 

Day at Glapthorn Cow Pastures on 23rd June, 
Dick Smith showed me a pupa which had been 
removed unintentionally on cut blackthorn during 
management work and carefully placed on a pile 
of brash to show visitors. It had successfully 
hatched showing the capacity to survive even on 
cut blackthorn. In the past, blackthorn used to be 
removed during the pupal stage but was found 
not to re-generate and was abandoned for the 
present method of ‘hedge-laying’. It was good 
to see through social media posts a number of 
other members searching for Black Hairstreak 
pupae and enjoying the discovery this year.

ORANGE-TIP PUPAE
Before 2018, I had only seen Orange-tip pupae 
from ones which I had reared from larvae. Most 
field guides indicate that while the larvae are 
relatively easy to find on the seed pods of garlic 
mustard the pupae are rarely formed on the food 
plant and I had never found an Orange-tip pupa 
in the wild.
 
In Salcey Forest alongside one of the rides 
cleared in 2018 a large clump of garlic mustard 
had grown up and a number of Orange-tip eggs 
were found there in the spring and on 16th June 
I counted a total of 27 larvae on the seed pods. 
It had not really occurred to me to search for 
pupae but while looking around for larvae again 
on 22nd June I noticed one of them curled up in 
pre-pupal mode. This was seen at 9.30 a.m. and 

when I returned for another look at 11.45 a.m. 
it had successfully completed pupation. David 
James subsequently found two other pupae 
among the garlic mustard and during the course 
of the winter we have found others in this area, 
some disappearing with a maximum of three still 
there at the time of going to press, amazingly 
intact on the fragile vegetation. There are two 
colour forms, some green, others turning light 
brown later to better match their surroundings 
as the plant dies off. I discovered a further pupa 
in Abington Park on 1st August but this had 
succumbed to mowing by the autumn. There is 
a temptation to take the pupae from the wild to 
ensure their survival but we have been interested 
to follow them through the winter to see how 
they eventually fare.
 
Orange-tips had started to emerge by the end of 
March in 2019 and I noticed that this pre-dated 
the flowering of much of the garlic mustard. 
Instead of laying their eggs on the stalks just 
below the flower heads, many females used 
the leaves as the flowers had not appeared by 
the time. This was confirmed via social media 
as happening widely this year. This could be 
another effect of climate change where the 
cycles of insects and plant growth become out 
of synch but the butterflies have the ability to 
adapt. Could this have had a ‘knock on’ effect 
in the larvae choosing to pupate on the food 
plant more often usual? Again a number of other 
observers noticed this too, confirmed by social 
media posts. It will be interesting to see if this 
is repeated in future years. This ever-changing 
picture provides fertile ground for study and 
hypothesis. 
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Pupa with a split down the middle in Glapthorn                                 

Orange Tip pupa Brown form and Green form                               
All photos Douglas Goddard
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 Nene Wetlands/Rushden Lakes Transect                              Nina Britton

I began my transect a week early on 29th 
March 2019 as the weather was favourable for 
butterflies. I recorded 37 butterflies, of which 
35 had awoken from their winter hibernation to 
brighten an early spring day. Recorded were 7 
Brimstones, 9 Small Tortoiseshells, 18 Peacocks, 
and one lone Comma. Also recorded was an 
early Small White and a male Orange tip.

During the Spring I thankfully managed to get 
a good day once a week to walk the transect 
route. One week in June it rained every day so I 
had to record 0 on my Wetlands transect route, 
and also on my other transect on the river Ise at 
Wellingborough.

After my early sighting of a 
pretty Orange tip I recorded 
more from 20th April until my 
last one on 6th June. These 
little butterflies do brighten 
up a spring day!  Orange 
tip numbers were down in 
numbers from the previous year 
by 37 butterflies.
I was very excited to record a 
Grizzled Skipper on the 15th 
May.  I thought I had seen 
two the previous year in the 
same area but could not be 
sure. I could not get a photo 
for confirmation as they were 
so quick on the wing! This 
year I was very lucky and after 
finishing the walk, I went back 
to where I had recorded the 
butterfly and waited and waited, 
I was not leaving until I got a 
photograph. Finally patience 
paid off and I got my photo, which nearly didn’t 
happen as in my excitement, I had left the lens 
cap on! I phoned David James and then sent him 
a copy of the butterfly, and he confirmed it was 
definitely a Grizzled Skipper. Hooray!  I recorded 
another two Grizzled on the transect route.

From May 15th onwards I went over a couple of 
times each week during the following weeks in 
search of more Grizzled Skippers. I saw 6 in one 

day and another 2 one morning but of course 
could not record these as they were not on my 
transect days. Hopefully these enchanting little 
butterflies will do well in 2020.

The Large and Small Skippers were up in 
numbers from 2018. The Small Skipper was 
up by 55 butterflies, but some of the Skippers 
may have been Essex Skippers. I managed to 
record 13 Essex Skippers. It s not easy to see 
the difference between the two smaller Skippers 
as they were flying around like Spitfires and 
Hurricanes! The previous year I had been very 
fortunate to record 27 Essex in one morning 
as they had just emerged and were just sitting 
about.

After the very hot summer of 2018, in 2019 the 
Large, Small and Green Veined Whites were 
down in numbers by 543 butterflies. The Small 
Heath was also down in numbers from 2018 
by 184 butterflies. The Speckled Wood had also 
decreased by 60 butterflies from the previous 
year.

Grizzled Skipper                                       Photo Nina Britton
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My favourite butterfly, the Small Copper, is such 
a vibrant little beauty, and had a very poor late 
brood, being only a handful of butterflies. Their 
numbers were down for the transect period by 
half from the previous year. The Common Blues 
also had a bad summer, I only recorded 113 on 
my transect. In 2018 I had recorded 410. The 
Brown Argus was also down by half from 2018. 
I believe this may have been due to the fact that 
one of the meadows (not owned or managed by 
Nene Wetlands) was cut for hay the day after the 
Brown Argus had began to emerge, along with 
many Common Blues. This meadow is to be cut 
later this year so we will see what 2020 brings 
for these two pretty butterflies.

Although some butterflies were down in 
numbers, not surprisingly after the heat of the 
2018 summer, others faired well in 2019. The 
exotic looking Red Admiral recorded 55, Painted 
Lady 43, Peacock 79, and the Comma numbered 
21, the same as in 2018. On my highest day’s 
count of 2019 on July 5th, I recorded 1509 
butterflies of 15 difference species.

The small colony of Marbled Whites has doubled 
in numbers from 2018; hopefully 2020 will bring 
more of those lacy looking beauties. I recorded 
my first Meadow Brown on June 1st and my last 
on 28th August; their numbers were up by 739 
from 2018. The cooler summer than the previous 
long hot summer suited the Gatekeepers as they 
could often be seen on the bramble flowers, their 
numbers on the transect were up by just over 
100 butterflies.

Of all of the butterflies I recorded on my 2019 
transect, the beautiful velvety-brown Ringlet had 
a fantastic season. I recorded 1540 butterflies, 
941 more than my 2018 count. In the restricted 
area that has damp shaded and also sunlit areas, 
the Ringlets on some days were everywhere, 
such a glorious sight.

On my route I also saw many Cinnabar and 
Burnet moths. Also a lone Scarlet tiger male, 
very vibrant in colour, after great patience I even 
got a photo of him!

Another wonder of nature I shall never forget 
while on the transect was three little Fox cubs 
playing in the sunshine just four feet from me. 
As I came upon them, I stood motionless as 

they hopped about. The Vixen then appeared and 
walked slowly towards me, she stood by her 
cubs, stared at me, and then ambled off with 
her cubs scampering behind her. I have seen the 
Vixen many times but never with the cubs, she 
never seems bothered and I feel honoured by her 
trust in me.

Looking forward to 2020 to once more walk 
amongst such beauty as the butterfly. As always 
a big thank you to David James (Northants 
Butterfly Recorder) for his help and advice and 
for transferring my hand written records onto the 
computer for the UKBMS.
 

My count for the 2019 transect 
was 5529 butterflies being 24 
species.
My top five butterflies of 2019:
Meadow Brown  1815
Ringlet   1540
Gatekeeper  380
Small White  354
Small Skipper  276

The Scarlet Tiger male                                          Photo Nina Britton
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 Conservation Issues in Salcey Forest        Caz Temple & Douglas Goddard

In recent years, Salcey Forest, particularly 
the area south of the horsebox car park, has 
assumed a high profile for butterfly enthusiasts 
from far and wide, representing the only public 
area locally where both Black Hairstreaks 
and Wood Whites can be seen together, 
accompanied by Purple Emperors and Silver-
washed Fritillaries, all located within a short walk 
from the car park. In 2017, the Woodland Wings 
project was set up, targeting the conservation of 
the Black Hairstreak and Wood White in Salcey 
Forest and other Forestry England (formally 
known as the Forestry Commission) woodlands 
in South Northants

In 2018, the main track immediately south of the 
horsebox car park, lined either side by blackthorn, 
the food plant of the Black Hairstreak, held a 
large population of this elusive butterfly. The 
track is a bridleway and blackthorn had begun 
to encroach on to the path and had reached an 
age where it was beginning to fall over under its 
own weight. Forestry England announced their 
intention to clear encroaching vegetation along 
this ride in order to maintain access  which may 

have removed the majority of the blackthorn. 
Working with Caz Temple, Woodland Wings 
project officer, Beds and Northants Butterfly 
Conservation raised concerns and objections to 
this.

Over the past two winters, Forestry England 
has allowed Butterfly Conservation to do some 
clearance of this ride, enlisting volunteers 
to create new glades and clearings as well 
as managing of the blackthorn to ‘hedge-lay’ 
it, which has served to open up the path for 
horse riders and other users. After lengthy 
discussions and several site meetings with 
Butterfly Conservation, the planned clearance 
of this track was postponed each winter until in 
late January 2020.  Butterfly Conservation had 
the opportunity to meet with Forestry England 
and a side-arm flail contractor prior to works 
beginning to ensure that the specification would 
be to a width of four metres either side of the 
centre of the ride, avoiding cutting blackthorn at 
the base and any blackthorn that had been laid  
acknowledging the efforts of the volunteers here. 
The use of this flail is the most cost-effective for 

Newly opened ditch alongside blackthorn laid by volunteers                                                                                             Photos Douglas Goddard
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widening rides, although the finished results at 
first glance appear harsh and untidy, evoking an 
emotive reaction from members of the public 
as was the case here. A considerable amount of 
side branches of blackthorn was removed and 
Beds and Northants branch would have preferred 
the whole ride to have been worked in the way in 
which volunteers have done in parts of it. 

The forest has to be managed for a range of 
users, for horse-riders and a range of leisure 
activities as well as commercial harvesting of 
timber products and the necessary compromise 
between these and the interests of wildlife can 
be contentious. There has been a continuing 
dialogue between the branch, Caz Temple and 
Forestry England, not always apparent to the 
public, and in this instance, volunteers from TCV 

(The Conservation Volunteers) and as part of 
Woodland Wings have been allowed to have a 
positive input in terms of managing the habitat, 
reducing the amount of flailing required as these 
sections were left untouched. As a result of the 
flailing work, new ditches and banks have been 
created and these, along with the more open 
nature of the ride, should benefit the Wood 
White. In time, the Black Hairstreak should 
recover from the blackthorn regeneration in the 
laid sections and the survival of this food plant at 
different ages in this area. Volunteers have also 
widened a side ride where Black Hairstreaks are 
to be found further along the main track. Thus 
as positive an outcome as possible has been 
achieved for the conservation of the two key 
species.

We would like to thank all those volunteers who 
have contributed to the initiative in Salcey. The 
value of such volunteering cannot be emphasised 
enough and new committee member Tim Smith 
has agreed to carry out a butterfly transect here 
and in Salcey north throughout the summer 
which should provide valuable data to inform the 
impact of management and future needs. Brian 
Laney, Northants county recorder for wild plants, 
has also expressed an interest in surveying the 
regrowth of vegetation in the parts laid bare by 
the ride widening. This will provide a valuable 
indication of how the larval food needs of the 
butterflies are being met. 

Bank newly exposed by ride clearance.                                     

Glade created by volunteers behind cleared side of ride.                                     Blackthorn laid by volunteers with cleared side of ride



 Back from the Brink update                                       Susannah O’Riordan

What an exciting year it’s been in 
Roots of Rockingham.  So many 
fantastic moments, I’m not sure 
where to start, but I think it might 
just have to be with our headline 
grabbing butterfly, the Chequered 
Skipper.    After the release of 43 
individuals into Rockingham in 2018, 
we had a tense wait to see whether any 
adults would emerge in 2019.  The damp 
weather immediately after the release, followed 
by the long hot, dry summer led to concerns 
about whether any larvae would survive to 
complete their life cycle.  In May 2019, after 
hearing reports that Chequered Skipper were 
on the wing in Belgium and Scotland, our 
team of volunteers were out in force on the 
reintroduction site, keeping their eyes peeled 
for any telltale brown and orange flashes. A long 
week with no sightings led to doubts creeping 
in and there were some anxious phone calls 
with head office, who were on tenterhooks 
waiting to hear any news.  Then one sunny 
Sunday morning, I got the phone call we’d all 
been waiting for.  Dave James had just spotted 
the first Chequered Skipper in England for over 

40 years – a pristine male nectaring on a patch 
of Bugle.  It was a truly memorable moment 
and I was particularly delighted that Dave had 
been the one to take the honours.   The newly 
emerged population was bolstered with the 

release of additional butterflies from 
Belgium (marked up with red dots 
to help distinguish them from the 
English contingent), and by the end 
of the flight period we had nearly 
140 sightings of Chequered Skipper.  
It’s only thanks to the efforts of 

the incredibly dedicated volunteers, 
including many from the local Branches, 

who put in over 400 hours of time to help 
monitor the butterfly, that we’ve been able to 
collect such good records and get an excellent 
idea of how the population is spreading through 
the reintroduction site. So a huge thank you to 
all those that have been involved. In August, 
we had even more exciting news, when Andy 
Wyldes spotted the first Chequered Skipper 
larva.  Searching for larvae is very much like 

hunting for that proverbial needle in a haystack, 
so this was a great achievement, particularly as 
larvae had eluded discovery during our searches 
the previous year. 
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The first Chequered Skipper                           Photo David James

The proverbial needle in the haystack, a Chequered Skipper larva! 
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Whilst the Chequered Skipper once again grabbed 
most of the headlines, there were plenty of other 
exciting things going on in Rockingham.  In June 
I returned to Geddington Chase to see if Wood 
White had survived some extensive felling and 
ride-side timber stacking that had taken place over 
the winter (as the estate were removing a lot of 
ash due to ash dieback), and was delighted to spot 
a similar number of adults to the previous year.  
Nearby woodlands were also visited to search for 
additional populations, but no positive sightings 
as yet.

Our moth recorders were also hard at work, 
focused on surveying for Concolorous and 
Liquorice Piercer and their significant efforts 
were rewarded with finding several new sites for 
both species.  Searching Wild Liquorice plants 
for the tiny Liquorice Piercer micromoth was one 
of my favourite activities last year, particularly 
when I found my first male, doing its distinctive 
little dance above a Wild Liquorice plant!  Another 
moth highlight came about during a trapping 
night at Harry’s Park, where Mark Hammond 
discovered a beautiful Clifden Nonpareil (Blue 
Underwing) in one of his traps.  Definitely a 
hit with all those present as well as being the 
star attraction of the moth morning event the 
following day.

There was plenty of surveying going on for our 
other Back from the Brink species as well and if 
you’d like to find out more about what we were 
up to please check out our blog on our website 
www.naturebftb.org 

The exceptionally wet weather this winter has 
made conditions tricky for habitat management, 
but we’ve still managed to fit in the majority 
of our planned works.  As well as the scrapes 
at Fermyn Country Park that Doug has written 
about, we’ve carried out ride widening work 
at Collyweston Great Wood, Castor Hanglands 
& Old Sulehay and created several scallops at 
Southwick Wood, all of which should increase 
the amount of open, sunny habitat loved by 
our priority butterfly species.  We’ve also been 
clearing vegetation to improve habitat for Man 
Orchid and coppicing for Fly Orchid, and have got 
even more exciting projects lined up for March, 
when we’ll be creating some clearings for Adder 
and trialling some tree veteranisation techniques 
to create future habitat for bats.  
Our hardy bunch of work party volunteers have 
also been braving the elements to help improve 
areas at several sites for our three project 

Skipper species (Chequered, Dingy & Grizzled) 
as well as some blackthorn layering for Black 
Hairstreak.  It’s definitely been the wettest (and 
muddiest) year of the project so far, so a huge 
thank you to everyone that hasn’t been deterred 
by the weather.

The other big news of 2019 was the doubling 
of our staff numbers on Roots of Rockingham, 
with the addition of Liz Morrison to our team as 
Community Engagement Officer.  And I’ll hand 
over the her to update you on the work she’s 
been doing over the last year and some of the 
exciting things we have coming up this year. 
(Continued over page) 

Liquorice Piecer moth on the food plant

Clifden Nonpareil
Photo David James
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Community engagement is essential for the 
success and legacy of this project within the 
communities of the Rockingham Forest. It is also 
a considerable challenge! Within this area, we 
have several large towns and many more villages, 
there is no one urban centre that characterises 
Rockingham Forest as a geographical area, it 
straddles two counties and two equally fabulous 
Butterfly Conservation volunteer branches. 

New audiences
In one sense our amazing expert volunteers are 
“warm audiences” to our cause, ask any BC 
branch volunteer why they do what they do and 
the answer is likely to be a mix of enjoyment, 
fascination, wonder and a steadfast belief that 
there is an urgent need to record and conserve 
butterfly and moth numbers.
But what about the folks who aren’t aware of 
the importance of widespread or rare butterflies? 
What about the folks who’ve never heard of 
a Chequered Skipper? To quote our charity’s 
president Sir David Attenborough:
“no one will protect what they don’t care about; 
and no one will care about what they have never 
experienced”.

Our mission is to bring experiences of 
Rockingham Forest wildlife to members of our 
community that have yet to experience it, in the 
hope they appreciate, value and feel empowered 
to safeguard it in perpetuity too. This means 
providing enriching events to a range of ages 
and providing learning opportunities to young 
people through education workshops in a range 
of different locations. 

Threats to Survival
During education workshops, we encourage 
young people to think about a range of different 
woodland species survival needs and consider 
what threatens those species. With many of 
the urban schools, we identified useful habitat 
structures in their own outdoor spaces through 
survival games to help them see the wildlife 
potential all around them. Even when we can’t 
get out into a forest, there is some potential to 
enjoy and cherish nature on our doorsteps.

Home education group in Fermyn Woods 
Country Park
Getting Creative
In addition to traditional survey training 
workshops for butterflies, plants, reptiles, 
bats and birds and popular walks we trialled 
creative events this year. A botanical themed 
print workshop with celebrated print artist 
Claire Morris-Wright was very well attended. 
We produced a Fans of the Forest Fanzine with 
creative writer Katherine McMahon. Author Julia 
Thorley delivered two wonderful creative writing 
workshops themed on woodland birds and 
plants.

Print Workshop with Claire Morris-Wright
Fun for All
Our guided walks for Big Butterfly Count and 
our guided reptile walks have been enjoyed 
by families spanning three generations: 
grandparents sharing memories of wildlife with 
grandchildren, children experiencing species for 
the first time, hopefully inspiring them to enjoy 
and cherish their wild spaces into the future.
Drop-in craft days at our busiest sites during 
the school holidays offered fun ways for young 
people to express themselves creatively 
while thinking about species in new ways and 
everyone was offered free information about the 
wonderful wildlife to be found in the woods. I’m 
looking forward to the rest of 2020, I hope you 
can join us!
                                           Liz Morrison
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Once more, in 2019, 40 recorders in Beds and 
Northants visited their WCBS squares and 
walked 114 km recording butterflies counting a 
total of 7806 butterflies, mostly during July and 
August but with some visits as early as April and 
as late as the middle of September.  This 
was down on 2018 when 8759 butterflies 
were seen.
Meadow Brown was once more the most 
numerous butterfly, and with 2385 counted 
over the summer, with Small White being 
the next most popular with just under 1400 
counted.  Ringlet, Gatekeeper and Large 
White made up the rest of the top five in 
that order.  25 different species of butterfly 
were spotted last year.  This reverses 
2018 when Small Whites were the most 
numerous and Meadow Browns were in 
second spot, and Ringlets, Large Whites 
and Green-veined Whites took the next 
three spots.

The number of Common Blue butterflies was 
much lower this year with only 90 seen, just 
over half the numbers of the previous year, with 
Holly Blues also much reduced, just 15 counted 
this year compared to 58 last year, whereas 
Brown Argus and Small Copper numbers were 
approximately the same.  Large skippers and 
Small / Essex Skipper numbers were much 
increased in 2019, with three times the number 
of large skippers seen.

Noticeable differences last year were the Painted 
Ladies seen - only 5 were present int he squares 
in 2018, but 180 in 2019.  Red Admirals, another 
migrant, were also seen in greater numbers 
in 2019.  This is more than Small Tortoiseshell, 
which again showed a decrease, and Peacock 
which bounced back from just 30 spotted in 2018 
to 148 in 2019.   The number of some of the 
common butterflies is shown in the table over 
the last 7 years (the number of squares covered 
has increased in this time, which is in part 
responsible for the increase in the total number 
of butterflies seen).  The trends tend to reflect 
those seen nationally, but they show a general 
decline in the number of small tortoiseshell 

butterflies and, until 2019, a decline in Peacock 
butterflies, whilst numbers of Commas have 
increased and remained higher.  Red Admiral 
numbers have also fluctuated, with low numbers 
seen in the hot summers of 2018, 2015 and 2013.

The data from the WCBS is used by Butterfly 
Conservation to track the decline and fall of the 
country’s butterflies and gives a health check 
to the general state of our Lepidoptera.  It is an 
easy way to get started in surveying butterflies 
and requires just two visits in July and / or 
August.  We currently have squares free in many 
parts of the two counties including Deanshanger, 
Corby, Brackley and Horton in Northamptonshire 
and Toddington, Sandy and  Houghton Regis in 
Bedfordshire.  All the available squares are on the 
Branch website, but new ones are added as we 
get closer to the season.  If you are interested 
in helping with the survey this year, then please 
contact Clare Topping, wcbs@bedsnorthants-
butterflies.org.uk 

  The Wider Countryside Butterfly Survey                             Clare Topping

 Small 
Tortoiseshell 

Peacock Comma Red 
Admiral 

Painted 
Lady 

Total 

2013 266 327 24 8 2 6491 

2014 277 98 12 42 1 2831 

2015 196 75 33 11 9 3820 

2016 87 28 16 43 3 2660 

2017 225 32 63 97 8 5085 

2018 204 38 60 33 5 8759 

2019 148 108 62 104 180 7806 

 

2019, a good year for the Painted Lady
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  Woodland Wings Project Update                                            Caz Temple

Salcey Work Parties
The monthly winter work parties have continued 
at Salcey. I’m pleased to say that we have 
established a core group of regular volunteer’s 
there now. As well support from longstanding 
members of the branch, we have been joined 
my many people who are new to Butterfly 
Conservation and/or practical conservation in 
general.

The majority of the work that has been carried 
out by volunteers has been laying blackthorn as 
habitat for the Black Hairstreak.  This has been no 
mean feat, as blackthorn isn’t the easiest species 
to work with, but the volunteers have done a 
fantastic job. All eyes will be required in June to 
look out for the adult Black Hairstreaks! 
We are looking for a volunteer to take on the 
work party leader role after the Woodland Wings 
project has finished. First aid training will be 
provided if needed, as well as support to get the 
new leader started. Please get in touch if you are 
interested. 

Salcey Interpretation Board
As Salcey is such a high profile site in 
terms of its biodiversity and number 
of visitors, we are in the process of 
producing an interpretation board which 

will be situated in the Horse Box car park. 
This will hopefully explain to the general 

public why the site is important in terms of 
Lepidoptera, what we do to manage habitat and 
encourage people to get involved. This will be 
installed this summer, so keep an eye out for it. 
 
Moth Trap Loan Scheme
A lot of people like the idea of getting into moth 
trapping but don’t want to invest in a trap until 
they know if they will enjoy it. I’m hoping that 
by lending people a trap for a week at a time 
that they will catch the mothing bug (sorry, 
bad pun!) and want to carry on recording. The 
recreation team at Salcey have kindly offered to 
help facilitate a moth trap loan scheme, whereby 
you will be able to pick up and return traps at the 
information hatch in the main car park at Salcey. 
This is still in development, but will be up and 
running soon.

Photography Exhibition
A big thank you to everyone who submitted 
images to the Woodland Wings photographic 
competition. We have been spoilt for choice. It 
goes to further demonstrate the level of talent 
we have in the area and also the beauty and 
brilliance of the subject matter.  The winning 
entries will be shown as part of an exhibition 
at The Cowper and Newton Museum in Olney 
during May, so make sure you pop in to have a 
look. 

Wood White workshop
I organised a Black hairstreak training day last year 
which went down well with those who attended 
(mostly volunteers).  I’ve asked people what 
they would like this year and they said the same 
again – but for Wood White. Given the larger 
geographical spread of Wood Whites, we are 
going to make this a cross regional event hosted 
in Northants by Woodland Wings. More details on 
this will be available shortly, but it will be at the 
beginning of August in the Silverstone area. 

Woodland Wings Quick Facts 
reminder:

What: Conserving the butterflies 
and moths of the area, with a 
focus on species such as the Black 
Hairstreak and Wood White.  Delivered 
through a programme of public engagement, 
surveys and practical habitat management. 
Working in partnership with the Forestry 
England. 

Where: landscape area known as the Yardley 
Whittlewood Ridge in Northamptonshire, 
with a focus on Salcey Forest, Yardley Chase, 
Bucknell Wood, Hazelborough Forest and 
Whistley Wood.

When: Launched in November 2017– running 
to November 2020

Who: Butterfly Conservation Project Officer- 
Caz Temple (part time – 2 days a week)
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Other Events
The Woodland Wings project will be drawing 
to a close this year, but we’ve still got lots to 
fit in until November. There will be plenty of 
opportunities for people to benefit from the 
project and get involved such as:
•   Moth trapping nights with Northants moth 
group, including 6th June at Salcey and 18th April 
at Whistley Wood
•   “Meet the Moths” and Big Butterfly Count 
events including the annual Play day event at 
Salcey on 5th August. 
•   Bioblitz at Salcey over the weekend of 1st 
and 2nd August. We want to see surveyors out in 
force for this one!
•   Children’s activities including butterfly eggs 
spotters trail at the Hartwell Pocket Park Spring 
Event 16th May
•   Yardley Chase Walk – Doug Goddard will be 
leading two guided walks on 16th June-one in 
the morning and one in the afternoon. Due to the 
access restrictions of the site - spaces will be 
extremely limited and booking will be essential. 
Please contact me if you are interested.  
•   Leaf mine of Moths – Dave Grundy will 
be providing training for volunteers over the 
weekend of 15th and 16th August in the 
Silverstone area. This will be free for Woodland 
Wings volunteers so book your space quickly!  

5 Hairstreaks
I’d also like to mention the 5 Hairstreaks project. 
This is mainly in the Upper Thames region, as 
that’s the only region where all 5 of the hairstreak 
species naturally occur. The Beds and Nothants 
branch has all but the Brown Hairstreak recorded 
in the area, but I think it’s only a matter of time 
before the branch can claim all 5 as well. As 
part of the 5 hairstreaks project, I’ll be running 
a 5 hairstreak 2020 challenge, whereby we 
want challenge people to see how many of the 
hairstreaks you can spot in 2020- there will be 
prizes involved!

Thanks
A big thank you to everyone who has been 
involved in the project so far. A special thank 
you should also be given to the project funders 
as the Woodland Wings project is only possible 
thanks to a grant from the National Lottery 
Heritage Fund (NLHF), Charitable trusts, and 
support from this Branch. We are also continuing 
and developing our partnership working with the 
Forestry England

Contact
If you need to get hold of me, then the best days 
are Tuesdays and Wednesdays, but I try to pick 
up emails throughout the week. If you would 
like more information or to find out how to get 
involved, please contact:

Caroline (or Caz) Temple, Woodland Wings Project 
Officer.
Email: ctemple@butterfly-conservation.org or Tel: 
07483039326
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  Butterfly Highlights in Northants 2019                          

White Admiral caterpillar in Salcey Forest 
Photo David James

White Admiral Hibernaculum in Salcey Forest
Photo David James

White Admiral obliterae upper and underside - 
Hazelborough Forest south 29th July
Photos Douglas Goddard
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Black Hairstreak larva. Dave managed to 
find all of the early stages of the butterfly 
this year
Photo David James

Chequered Skipper on it’s favourite nectar plant Bugle 
on the first day of emergence in Rockingham Forest  
Photo Andy WyldesSmall Copper oblitera - Harlestone Firs 17th September

Photo Douglas Goddard

Silver-washed pairing with valezina female - Bucknell 
Wood 10th July       Photo Douglas Goddard

Silver-washed Fritillary ab. nigricans upper and underside - Yardley Chase 2nd July             Photos Douglas Goddard
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