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WELCOME to the Spring 2020 
edition of the Skipper. As I 
write, the UK has been battered 
and inundated by Storms Ciara 
and Dennis. 

Our area has been spared the 
worst effects, but these storms 
are a stark reminder of the 
extreme weather events that we 
can expect as global warming 
accelerates. Last year was a 
warm summer, and we have 
hardly had a winter (so far). Our wildlife is 
already having to cope with habitat loss and 
degradation caused by development and 
intensive agriculture, so this warming is an 
added challenge. 

I have yet to see my first butterfly, though 
Red Admirals, Commas, Brimstones and 
Peacocks have been seen by others. 
Remarkably, a Holly Blue was reported in 
Hertfordshire on January 8 - another effect 
of the warm winter perhaps? 

As we look forward to the new season, 
there is another bumper programme of 44 
field trips. These guided walks are a great 
way to see butterflies in some of the best 
wildlife sites in our area, and to meet other 
Branch members. 

For recently-joined members, we have a 
new members’ day on July 11 at Ashtead 
Common. Last year, attendees were treated 

to Purple Emperors and dozens 
of Purple Hairstreaks. 
Invitations will be emailed in 
May. 

My thanks to the 150+ 
walkers who counted almost a 
quarter of a million butterflies 
on a record 128 transects in 
Surrey & SW London in 2019. 
A remarkable effort. See Bill 
Downey's report on page 10. 

Since taking over as Transect 
Coordinator, Bill has doubled the number 
of transects monitored by the Branch, filling 
gaps across Surrey and in London. His 
achievements were recognised at 
November’s National AGM, where he 
received a richly-deserved Outstanding 
Volunteer award: see page 6. 

Volunteer work parties have continued 
over the winter, at Oaken Wood (led by 
Harry Clarke and Jayne Chapman), on the 
North Downs (organised by Bill Downey - 
continuing the Small Blue project) and on 
the Surrey/Sussex border for the Wood 
White project. These carry out essential 
habitat maintenance, the benefits of which 
can be seen when the butterflies are flying. 
Thanks to all involved. 

Our Big City Butterflies project has 
completed its first year, and a funding 

Chair Simon Saville

n continued next page
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application is being submitted to the 
National Lottery Heritage Fund for a larger, 
four-year project. We will hear the outcome 
in June. 

Many thanks to the Project Officer, May 
Webber, who has done such a fantastic job. 
We are sad to see her move on, but pleased 
that she has a new role with the Royal Parks 
for their Mission: Invertebrate project.  

We have two other major projects:  
Saving the Wood White and Brilliant 
Butterflies (Croydon area). I draw your 
attention to the reports by Fiona Haynes 
and Steve Bolton (p 12-16). 

A date for your diary: our Members’ Day 
and AGM is on Saturday 7 November in 
Effingham, as last year. Look out for details 
in the October Skipper. 

Finally, 2020 is the 25th Anniversary of 
our Branch. It was formed by Stephen 
Jeffcoate on Jan 1, 1995, when the London 
Branch was split into north (Herts/Middx) 
and south (Surrey & SW London). 

Since then, both branches have gone from 
strength to strength: we now have over 
1,900 individual members in our Branch! 

Let’s hope for a wonderful butterfly and 
moth season ahead.

n SIMON SAVILLE: from previous page

BC officer Start Duration Main funding
Steve Bolton 2019-09 2 years to 2021 PPL Dream Fund £1,000,000
South Croydon & Bromley

Fiona Haynes 2019-10 3 years to 2022 NLHF £93,000

May Webber to 2020-02 2019-02 1 year development phase NLHF

London 2020-07 4 years to 2024 Application: 2020-02
Decision: 2020-06

Fiona Haynes 2017-19

Oaken Wood: branch reserve

North Downs Conservation Group
Jayne Chapman, BC's Senior Reserves Officer, & Harry Clarke

Bill Downey

Conservation projects

Big City Butterflies

Brilliant Butterflies

Saving the Wood White in the South East

NLHF National Lottery Heritage Fund; PPL People's Postcode Lottery

Small Blue Stepping Stones
COMPLETED

Chiddingfold, Dunsfold, Plaistow, Ifold

London Wildlife Trust, in partnership with BC & NH Museum

Lorraine Willmott died on February 
19 after a long illness. 

On behalf of the branch, I offer 
condolences to husband Ken, a BC 
stalwart since its inception in 1968, 
founding committee member of Surrey 
branch since 1995, and lead author of 
2013’s Butterflies of Surrey Revisited.

KEN ELSOM won Marian Thomas’s quiz 
at our Members’ Day in November.

In keeping with tradition, as the latest 
winner, Ken will compile the questions for 
this year’s event.  Quiz, Answers & Photo ShowLINK

Members’ Day Quiz

https://butterfly-conservation.org/in-your-area/surrey-and-sw-london-branch/photo-show-quiz
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IN June–July I will be cycling 
the 1,200 miles from Land’s 
End to John O’Groats. 

I am doing this challenge 
to highlight the decline of 
butterflies and moths, the 
importance of connecting with 
our natural world - and importantly, 
to raise funds for BC. 

Cycling has always been an interest of 
mine, and I have long held a fascination 
with the Land’s End to John O’Groats ride. 
Having retired early, I wanted to take on 
something that would challenge me - 
something that I was not sure that I could 
accomplish. This seemed the ideal 
opportunity: being 61 years old, it feels like 
“now or never”! 

I aim to raise awareness of the crisis that 
faces our wildlife, to promote Butterfly 
Conservation and the fantastic work it does 

with its volunteers, and to get 
people to engage with nature, 
especially near where they 
live and work. The point is 
that everyone can do 
something to help in 

protecting the UK’s nature: every small 
action or donation counts. 

My ride uses the National Cycle Network 
set up by Sustrans, and I am visiting as 
many BC reserves as I can. 

I hope to meet as many local volunteers 
as possible, and I welcome folks to join me 
on their bicycles, whether for a couple of 
miles or longer. Planning of detailed events 
is still being finalised, so look out for more 
information. 

We will be promoting the ride with the 
hashtag #BikeForButterflies. 

Of course we want to raise money, and 
I have set up a JustGiving page.

Bike for Butterflies Simon Saville

Simon Saville in training for his 
Bike for Butterflies Challenge

 www.justgiving.com/fundraising/bikeforbutterfliesLINK

 www.butterfly-conservation.org/bikeforbutterfliesLINK

https://www.justgiving.com/fundraising/bikeforbutterflies
http://www.butterfly-conservation.org/bikeforbutterflies
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Bill Downey received an Outstanding 
Volunteer award at the national AGM, 
Shrewsbury, in November. The citation reads: 
BILL has made an invaluable contribution 
to Butterfly Conservation over many years. 

As Transect Coordinator, he doubled the 
number of transects to around 120, filling 
gaps in knowledge, including SW London, 
Surrey Heaths, and the West Weald. 

His engaging style motivated new 
volunteers to get involved – and inspired 
them to do more. He always takes time to 
ensure that volunteers are properly trained 
and briefed. 

He has been instrumental in driving the 
Branch’s conservation activities, including 
the conservation committee. He built 
beneficial relationships with partners like 
National Trust, Surrey and London Wildlife 
Trusts, City of London Corporation, 
borough ecology officers, local landowners 
and volunteer groups. 

The partnership with LWT – and his 
support for their Great North Wood project 

– was one reason for BC being invited to 
partner in the £1m Dream Fund “Brilliant 
Butterfly Banks”project. He is a great 
ambassador for Butterfly Conservation. 

He is a regular volunteer at conservation 
work parties, on the North Downs for the 
Small Blue and in Oaken Wood for the 
Wood White. He always champions best 
practice habitat management and HSE. 

He led work to learn/understand the 
distribution of the White-letter Hairstreak 
in the Branch area using a rigorous 
methodology and engaging a band of 
volunteers. Thanks to Bill, we know that 
this butterfly is widespread across the area, 
including SW London. 

Bill coordinated surveys for the Grizzled 
Skipper and winter egg surveys for Brown 
Hairstreaks. Less glamorous, though no less 
important, Bill worked hard to ensure the 
Branch is GDPR compliant. 
g Malcolm Bridge in 2014 was Surrey’s 
previous “Outstanding Volunteer”.

Outstanding Volunteer

Bill Downey (2nd-right) receives his Outstanding Volunteer award. Also pictured (L-R): 
Nigel Symington, Treasurer; Karen Goldie-Morrison, incoming Chair; 
Jim Asher, outgoing Chair; Julie Williams, CEO. Ilija Vukomanovic
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THIS year marks the mid-point 
in the delivery of the ten-year 
Regional Action Plan for SE 
England (2016-25). I am pleased 
to report that we are delivering 
targeted action and making 
progress for many priority 
butterfly and moth species. 

There has always been lots 
of activity in VC17 (Surrey & 
SW London) but in the last few 
years there has been a marked 
step-up in the level of action 
by enthusiasts. 

The Regional Action Plan highlighted 
23 priority landscapes; four of these include 
Surrey - Thames Basin Heaths, Wealden 
Greensands, North Downs, and Low Weald. 
We are active in all of these landscapes, and 
increasingly active in London. 

Surrey and SW London has been the 
focus in recent years of more BC projects 
than any other vice-county. The Small Blue 
“Stepping Stones’ and “We Love Heart 
Moth’ projects were both successful, the 
latter confirming Surrey as the UK 
stronghold for the lovely Red Data Book 
Heart Moth. The Brilliant Butterflies 
project is underway in South London and 
the Wood White project is active on the 
Sussex/Surrey border. 

Action does not stop when conservation 
volunteers pack up their tools and leave a 
site after a busy day. Valuable foodplants 
continue to grow and the habitats develop. 
This is nowhere more evident than along 
the North Downs, where volunteers have 
planted and seeded Kidney Vetch and 
created bare patches for a variety of chalk 
grassland plants to re-establish. Fiona 
Haynes is now replicating this positive work 
in the Low Weald for the Wood White and 
other important butterflies and moths. 

The impact of our conservation work is 
being monitored in Surrey more extensively 

than ever before. Surrey now 
has the second highest number 
of butterfly transects of any UK 
vice-county (just one behind 
South Hampshire). 

Almost every week 
throughout the butterfly season 
in 2019 an incredible 128 routes 
were walked by volunteers. 
The average transect walk is 
2.2km, so the combined 
distance walked each year by 
volunteers is the same as 

walking from Surrey to Mumbai, India. 
Bill Downey reports that over 220,000 

butterflies were recorded in 2019. This 
represents nearly 10% of all butterflies 
recorded on transects in the UK and is 
evidence of the huge recording effort and 
the good abundance of butterflies to count 
on these transects. 

The data directs future conservation 
action, not only by Butterfly Conservation, 
but by our conservation partners, such as 
The National Trust, Wildlife Trusts, 
Borough Councils and other groups. The 
data also contributes to the UK’s State of 
Nature report and BC’s State of UK 
Butterflies report published every five years 
(the 2020 report is now being compiled). 

As a relatively small charity we punch 
above our weight in terms of action, activity 
and effort. Surrey, like other counties in the 
South East does not have a dedicated, full-
time BC staff member, but we achieve so 
much thanks to the outstanding 
contribution of dedicated volunteers. 

Volunteers are fundamental in delivering 
the conservation action we aspired to when 
the Regional Action Plan was set out. If this 
action continues for the next five years of 
the plan, we can truly say we did everything 
that we could and that we said we would. 

Thank you to everyone who supports and 
delivers action for butterflies and moths.

Steve Wheatley BC Conservation Manager — South East



Surrey Skipper 8 Spring 2020

THE Small Blue project ran 
from 2017-2019, with the aim 
of creating “stepping stones” 
along the North Downs. The 
project established new areas 
of suitable habitat through 
clearing scrub, excavating 
chalk scrapes and sowing 
locally collected Kidney Vetch 
seed – the larval food plant. 

At the end of the project, a 
volunteer-led Conservation 
Group was established to liaise with 
landowners, run work parties, and seek out 
new areas. The goal is to ensure the legacy 
of the project and retain the gains. 

Steve Wheatley approves the programme. 
There are three work party leaders – Simon 
Riley, Libby Ralph and Sarah Henson – and 
a network of stewards to maintain the 
scrapes on a more regular basis. 

We have sustained three work parties per 
month throughout the season, with an 
average of 10-12 volunteers – and it is 
always good to welcome new members. 

We have held work parties at most of the 
previous project sites along the North 
Downs on land managed by the National 
Trust, Surrey Wildlife Trust or Guildford 
Borough Council. We are working at a new 
site at Epsom with the Lower Mole Project 
– an existing Small Blue site which has 
become overgrown. 

Other suitable locations have also been 
identified where we have put down seed 
with the permission of the owners: e.g. 
Bocketts Farm, Beaverbrook Estate, 
Toyota HQ, Clandon Natural Burial 
Ground, Albury Vineyard. 

Much of our work is removing small 
scrub with tree poppers. We aim to improve 
quality areas of grassland before tackling 
denser scrub. This is the most effective 
work we can do for butterflies and benefits 

not just the Small Blue but 
other chalk grassland species 
such as the Adonis Blue. 
We also clear buddleia, which 
is heavier work. The main 
learning will begin in earnest 
in 2020. Kidney Vetch is a 
biennial and so many of the 
plants will flower for the first 
time this year. Conservation 
work involves trial and error 
and not all sites will succeed. 

There is a heavy presence of rabbits on 
the scarp slope. They nibble the vetch and 
the plant is doing better in some locations 
than others. Ideally the Kidney Vetch will 
spread outside the scrapes and into the 
sward, which should make it less 
susceptible to being eaten. 

In planning for next year, we must think 
strategically about where our limited 
resources can be used to greatest effect. We 
have done much excellent work this winter 
and my hope is that this can be continued. 

An inherent problem in funded 
conservation projects is that they are 
time-limited. Gains are achieved, but then 
work goes into abeyance until the next 
tranche of funding appears, perhaps many 
years down the line. 

Simon Saville and I spoke about this at 
October’s Branch Liaison Meeting. BC 
director Sam Ellis, who chaired the 
meeting, agreed that an exit strategy is the 
most difficult thing to write into a project 
proposal. The formation of a Conservation 
Group is an ideal way of achieving 
consistency of effort and ensuring that the 
gains continue into the future. 

Many thanks to all volunteers: you know 
who you are! And especially to the three 
leaders – until you actually run such events 
you have no idea of the work involved.

Conservation Group Bill Downey

Work parties are tremendous fun: new volunteers always most welcome

 Work Parties webpageLINK

https://butterfly-conservation.org/in-your-area/surrey-and-sw-london-branch/work-parties
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Front-page Picture

THE Long-tailed Blue was offspring of the 
female that first appeared in Richard 
Stephens’ Godstone garden on August 19. 

The eggs she laid on Everlasting Pea were 
reared through and her daughter emerged 
on September 29. 

Several BC members from Surrey and 
Kent wished to photograph a Surrey 
Long-tailed Blue. The garden was not 
available for this so the butterfly made a 
few visits to Hutchinson’s Bank, under 
controlled conditions so that it would not 
escape onto the site. 

The butterfly had several feeds of over an 
hour while being photographed. It was often 
photo-bombed by Clouded Yellows, as the 
Small Scabious flowers were in short supply 

in October. On sunny days no decent 
pictures of this were taken. 

October 11 was rainy and dull with a short 
weather window. Many Clouded Yellows 
were at roost, so I was able to set up the shot 
of both species as the Long-tailed Blue 
resumed feeding. 

The Long-tailed Blue was returned to 
Richard’s safe-keeping. The Clouded 
Yellows vanished in the wet weather. 

This was a genuine Surrey Long-tailed 
Blue, and a genuine Clouded Yellow 
migrant. A helping hand produced the 
photo of a lifetime. 

Many thanks to Richard Stephens. 
The original Long-tailed Blue could not have 
visited a more appreciative garden owner.

MARTIN WILLS relates the background to his front-page photo of the 
Long-tailed Blue female & Clouded Yellow on Scabious, 
overwhelming winner of the Photo Show at Members’ Day in November

 Photo Show entries & full resultLINK

https://butterfly-conservation.org/in-your-area/surrey-and-sw-london-branch/photo-show-quiz
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OVER 220,000 butterflies were recorded 
on 128 transects in VC17 in 2019. 

I said a couple of years ago that 100 
routes would be a maximum, and indeed 
there does need to be an upper limit. 

However, the message about the value of 
butterfly monitoring is getting through, 
particularly to land managers. The National 
Trust’s Land, Outdoors and Nature 
programme recommends the monitoring of 
birds, plants, bats and butterflies as a way 
of obtaining feedback about the quality of 
their land. This is proving very influential 
and other land managers are following suit. 

Monitoring by transects is an established 
methodology and gives BC an opportunity 
to access NT’s existing teams of wildlife 
spotters or volunteers. 

This year I have been inundated with 
requests for new transects. Not all will come 
to fruition but, as football managers say, 
it’s the sort of problem you want. 

I start planning the new routes on 
January 1: there is a three months window 
to do the ground work and train new 
walkers. However, with the caveat that one 
never knows if a new transect will happen 

Transects Bill Downey

2013 47 72 40 17,000 72,100
2014 59 87 40 23,700 83,900
2015 82 103 42 29,600 103,200
2016 93 115 42 31,200 102,900
2017 105 115 42 41,100 176,000
2018 120 152 42 53,900 212,100
2019 128 157 42 53,080 224,500

Section
Records

Surrey transects 2013+
Walkers Species ButterfliesTransects

received

g Barnes Common, The Orchard 
short adjunct to the Barnes Common route; 
former railway goods yard with an orchard. 

g Cannon Hill Common 
woodland and grassland in LB Merton 
in the grounds of a once big house 

g Dungeon Hill, Woodmansterne 
Grizzled Skipper site near Chipstead Downs; 
I had not visited site at time of writing. 

g Hogsmill Nature Trail, 
Malden Manor 
2nd transect route in Royal Borough of 
Kingston, incorporating where Millais 
painted his famous picture of Ophelia. 

g Leg o’ Mutton Reservoir, Barnes 
LNR on brownfield site next to Thames. 
g Long Hill, Woldingham 
chalk grassland with Small Blue, 
managed by Downlands Project. 
g Polesden Lacey Stony Rock 
westernmost part of NTs landholding at 
Ranmore Common. The woodland is being 
restored to wood pasture. 
g Richmond Park Two 
2nd Park route. taking in western edge. 
g West Norwood Cemetery, Lambeth 
another route in Inner London. 
g Wingate Hill: chalk grassland near 
Reigate Hill, managed by NT. 

New transects for 2020

until it actually does, I am hopeful that in 
2020 there will be 10 new routes. 

Additionally, there will be new walkers 
at Quarry Hangers, Whitmoor Common, 
Mare Hill Common, Thursley Common 
and Sheepleas. 
g My thanks to the 2019 retirees for your 
many contributions: 
Clive Hewett ..............Whitmoor Common 
Doug & Penny Boyd ..Thursley Common 
Geoff Woodcock ............Inholms Clay Pit 
Eleanor Lines ..................Richmond Park 
Mike Gibson ..............................Sheepleas 
Geoff Hewlett ..................Quarry Hangers 

remaining as SWT warden



Surrey Skipper 11 Spring 2020

WCBS monitors butterfly abundance in the 
wider countryside away from hot-spots. 

It requires one 2km walk in each of the 
four months, May-August, in a randomly 
selected square (Surrey has 41). 

It is ideal for surveyors unable to commit 
to a weekly transect. 

Squares in the south and west of our area 
are proving difficult to fill, including 

Beacon Hill, Camberley, Seale, Haslemere, 
Ash Green, Normandy, Windlesham & 
Guildford. If you can help, please contact 
Bill Downey. 
g My great thanks to transect and WCBS 
walkers for your contributions in 2019. 
g You may also be interested in: 

www.gardenbutterflysurvey.org 

Wider Countryside Butterfly Survey Bill Downey

Monad Location Walker Monad Location Walker
SU8736 Hindhead TQ1662 Chessington Pamela Harwood
SU8737 Beacon Hill TQ2042 Newdigate Jo Hurren
SU8748 Badshot Lea Clare Grindrod TQ2059 Epsom Janet Cheney
SU8960 Camberley TQ2355 Tadworth Nicola Sainsbury
SU9038 Thursley Harry Clarke TQ2562 Belmont Morag Loader
SU9047 Seale TQ2654 Mugswell Janet Cheney
SU9133 Haslemere TQ2657 Banstead Woods Alison Gilry
SU9150 Ash Green TQ2759 Woodmansterne Morag Loader
SU9351 Normandy TQ2868 Mitcham
SU9364 Windlesham TQ3045 Salfords Lucy Halahan
SU9647 Compton Gill Hanson TQ3069 Norbury Malcolm Bridge
SU9760 Chobham TQ3079 Westminster Danielle Wagner
SU9863 Chobham Common Paul Wheeler TQ3269 Upper Norwood Mike Pearce
SU9951 Guildford TQ3279 Borough Janet Cheney
TQ0071 Runnymede TQ3354 South Caterham
TQ0543 Winterfold TQ3377 Southwark
TQ0944 Peaslake Gill Hanson TQ3378 Bermondsey Simon Saville
TQ0960 Cobham Roz Szanto TQ3559 Hamsey Green David Gough
TQ1144 Holmbury St Mary Bill Downey TQ3566 Shirley Malcolm Bridge
TQ1247 Wotton Graham Revill TQ4352 Limpsfield Chart Jim Yeeles
TQ1354 Great Bookham Harry Clarke

Walking a transect 
A TRANSECT is a fixed-route, weekly 
walk, typically 1–3km, lasting 30–90 mins. 

Volunteers record butterflies in a 5m 
band in suitable weather in the 26 weeks 
Apr–Sep, 10.45–15.45. Data is managed by 
the UK Butterfly Monitoring Scheme. 

If you would like to walk a transect 
or help with an existing one (many are 
shared), please email Bill Downey

Surrey transect data (spreadsheets) 
is on our website’s Transects page: 
n Sort by species to see their sites 

& flight periods 
n Sort by sites to see their species 
n Transect walkers: sort by walker to see 

your own records at a glance

Surrey transect data: pages 24-30

https://www.gardenbutterflysurvey.org/
mailto:billdowney@sky.com
https://butterfly-conservation.org/in-your-area/surrey-and-sw-london-branch/transects-wcbs
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“Saving the Wood White” runs 
for three years from Oct 2019 

WE are almost six months into 
the Wood White Project. 
Firstly, I would like to thank 
everyone who has helped me 
find my feet, as well as all the 
volunteers who have defied 
the thick wet clay this winter. 

The project area stretches to 
isolated colonies near 
Grayswood in the west, south to Ebernoe 
Common, east to near Cranleigh, north to 
Hambledon, and centres on the hub of the 
population in Chiddingfold Forest. 

In the main colony areas we aim to 
improve the habitat and put in place plans 
for future management, complementing the 
excellent management at Oaken Wood. 

I have been working with volunteers, 
mainly on Forestry England sites, to 
improve the habitat for Wood White, as well 

as other species including 
Grizzled Skipper. 

Work involves managing 
glades to remove encroaching 
scrub, using tree poppers to 
remove scrub from ditches, 
creating new butterfly glades 
and scything in open areas.  

Up to February we have had 
tasks at Fisherlane, Sidney, 
Tugley and Hog Woods, and a 
joint task at Ebernoe Common 

with Sussex Wildlife Trust. 
A team of students helped with glade 

clearance at Sidney Wood, where we had 
the bonus of a hibernating dormouse 
(unharmed). This resulted in a good 
discussion over the future plans for that 
particular Bracken glade. More volunteers 
are always very welcome and needed but it 
has been excellent to get some locals 
turning up to these tasks too alongside the 
more seasoned conservation volunteers. 

Saving the Wood White Fiona Haynes, Project Officer

Saving the 
Wood White 
project area

DUNSFOLDCHIDDINGFOLD

EBERNOE COMMON
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An important aspect of the project is 
creating links between the remaining 
isolated colonies by involving local 
landowners and residents. There seems to 
be a lot of interest in the project and in 
helping wildlife in general. 

I have visited around 15 landowners so 
far and have more to meet. Some of these 
sites are extremely promising, and even 
when there is little potential for Wood 
White, I am able to advise people on ways 
to improve their sites. 

As a result, we have cleared a glade with 
contractors at Weald Barkfold Copse, a 
beautiful and privately-owned woodland 
site that could form an important link 
between Oaken Wood and Hog Wood. 
I plan to return with volunteers this 
summer to create bare patches of ground 
where we can sow seed for the important 
food plants and favoured nectar sources. 

I am developing plans to work at many 
other privately-owned sites, including Park 
Copse this spring. We will also work with 
the National Trust on verges and wooded 
commons around Plaistow, as well as the 
Woodland Trust at Durfold Wood. 

I am hoping to have digger works at 
Fisherlane Wood and Sidney Wood soon, 
scraping back sections of ditch that are 
choked with Pendulous sedge, Willow roots 
and Bracken, and exposing bare ground for 
seeding with the food plants: Bitter-vetch, 
Tufted Vetch, Meadow Vetchling, Bird’s-
foot-trefoil and Greater Bird’s-foot-trefoil. 

We have plans for surveys and guided 
walks, and have workshops to arrange 
with the Millennium Seed Bank, 
Amphibian and Reptile Conservation Trust, 
and a local bee expert. 
g To know more about the project, or to get 
involved in some way, please email 

Fiona Haynes Saving the Wood WhiteLINK

g  The Small Blue Stepping Stones project was completed last July. Project Officer 
Fiona Haynes has produced a 62-page final report. See our Reports Page

Put a spring 
in your step

£16 (+ £3 p&p) from Branch Treasurer, Peter Camber

An essential reference for 
anyone with any interest 
in Surrey’s wildlife. 
And at only £16 it is 
an absolute bargain. 

Steve Chastell, Chair 
Surrey Bird Club Fewer th

an 75 co
pies le

ft

mailto:fhaynes@butterfly-conservation.org
https://butterfly-conservation.org/our-work/conservation-projects/england/saving-the-wood-white-butterfly-in-the-south-east
https://butterfly-conservation.org/in-your-area/surrey-and-sw-london-branch/maps-reports
mailto:petercamber@virginmedia.com
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“Brilliant Butterflies” runs for 
two years from Sep 2019 

Hello! I joined Butterfly 
Conservation and the Brilliant 
Butterflies team in October 
2019 as the Project Officer on 
this exciting new project. 

Having previously worked 
for Surrey Wildlife Trust as a 
Ranger and Project Officer 
I have enjoyed managing 
reserves and projects on the 
North Downs. Over the next two years, 
Brilliant Butterflies will create new homes 
for butterflies and pollinating invertebrates 
through the creation and restoration of 
chalk grassland. The project is funded by 
the Dream Fund Award, thanks to the 
players of the People’s Postcode Lottery. 

London Wildlife Trust, Butterfly 
Conservation and the Natural History 
Museum will be working together with 
volunteers and local communities to create 
chalk grassland “Living Landscapes” to help 
support butterflies, wildflowers and other 
invertebrates. This is an excellent 
opportunity for residents to volunteer and 
work alongside specialist scientists to 
survey the areas using pioneering 
environmental DNA science to capture data 
about chalk grassland wildlife, as well as 
learn new skills in conservation. 

Up to 40 new butterfly havens will be 
created on and adjacent to existing London 
Wildlife Trust reserves as well as in 
community greenspaces, such as housing 
estates, parks and road verges in south 
Croydon and Bromley, enabling residents to 
experience a snapshot of chalk grassland 
habitat, and the diversity of species it 
supports.  

The main project objectives are: 
g Restore 44+ hectares of chalk grassland 
nature reserves in south Croydon. 

g Create 40 areas of new 
grassland habitat – 
Butterfly Banks – in nearby 
community spaces. 
g Identify chalk grassland 
butterfly species expansion 
viability and opportunities. 
g Survey invertebrates in the 
Living Landscape with a focus 
on butterflies. Volunteers will 
be trained as “citizen 
scientists” and use traditional 

survey techniques to gather vital data on 
London’s biodiversity. 
g DNA surveys: volunteers will work 
with ecologists to survey key groups of 
invertebrates, including pollinator species, 
using cutting-edge environmental 
DNA analysis. 
g Deliver Social Butterflies community 
engagement programme, including a 
Big Butterfly Festival on Saturday, May 30 
in New Addington, encouraging Londoners 
to explore the capital’s rare chalk 
grassland habitat. 

To date the Brilliant Butterflies team 
have been working hard over the winter 
months with volunteers restoring chalk 
grassland habitat on the reserves. The team 
have been assessing sites for habitat 
creation and getting ready for a spring and 
summer season packed full of citizen 
science training and surveying programmes 
and community engagement events.  

An important element of the project is to 
engage with local communities, inspiring 
people to discover and care for nature on 
their doorstep. There are some exciting 
opportunities to work with local community 
groups and schools to host nature-based 
events and to collaborate on habitat 
creation in their greenspaces. 

Our “Social Butterflies” engagement 
programme will host a wide range of 

Brilliant Butterflies Steve Bolton, Project Officer

n continued page 16
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Brilliant Butterflies

The Cutting

Threecorner Grove

Frylands 
Wood

Featherbed 
Lane

Chapel Bank

Hutchinson’s Bank aerial view, facing south-east from entrance on Farleigh Dean Crescent 
towards Threecorner Grove & Chapel Bank. New Addington is on the left. See page 27

Brilliant Butterflies core sites (green) and habitat creation areas (yellow). 
Surrey (VC17): Dollypers Hill, Riddlesdown, Featherbed Lane, Hutchinson’s Bank, 
Threecorner Grove, Chapel Bank. West Kent (VC16): Saltbox Hill 
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activities suitable for a variety of audiences. 
For example, nature-based craft events, 
children’s bush-craft events, nature walks 
and volunteer open days have all been 
successful. 

Wider Countryside Butterfly Survey data 
from the project area indicates suburban 
green spaces such as allotments and parks 
can support a wide variety of species, with 
18 recorded. This suggests there is an 
opportunity to expand butterfly populations 
so that species such as Common Blue, 
Marbled White and Small Heath can 
colonise new and improved habitats in 
urban greenspaces where they are not 
currently present. 

Small Blue and Dingy Skipper will also 
benefit from habitat creation where new 
chalk banks in schools and green spaces will 
be seeded with Kidney Vetch and Bird’s-
foot-trefoil to support both these priority 
species. We will also be training new 
volunteers to undertake butterfly presence 
surveys of green spaces to get a better 
understanding of which species are present 
and monitor changes in populations. 

To find out more or get involved with 
Brilliant Butterflies please visit the project 
webpages or email Steve Bolton

Steve Bolton leads a nature walk at Saltbox Hill, Bromley, in February. 
Martin Wills (centre, green fleece) lends support. Sunitha Amos (left) and Anna Guerin 
(2nd-right from Martin) are London Wildlife Trust officers.

 BC webpageLINK

 LWT webpageLINK

Surrey CC are removing parking charges 
from the six commons where fees of £1.30 
per hour were introduced in 2018. A public 
backlash, and income of only £61k against 
a projected £200k, forced the rethink after 

setup costs of £300k. From April, parking 
will again be free at Chobham, Newlands 
Corner, Norbury, Rodborough, Whitmoor 
and Wisley & Ockham.

Parking charges removed

 Surrey parkingLINK

n BRILLIANT BUTTERFLIES from page 14

mailto:sbolton@butterfly-conservation.org
https://butterfly-conservation.org/our-work/conservation-projects/england/brilliant-butterflies
https://www.wildlondon.org.uk/brilliant-butterflies
https://www.getsurrey.co.uk/news/surrey-news/countryside-car-parking-charges-live-17275460
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Field trips Mike Weller

FIELD trips are open to branch members and their guests. 
Booking is not required. Non-members are welcome 
but should contact the leader in advance. 
n Postcode & grid reference indicate meeting place. 
n Unless stated otherwise, walks start at 11am, lasting until 
mid-afternoon. Lunch, drinks, walking boots, hat, sunscreen 
& close-focusing binoculars are advised. 
NO DOGS PLEASE 

APRIL 
22 Wed MORNING ONLY Ham Lands TW10 7RS, TQ169731: car park south of Thames at 

north end of Ham Street, Petersham. Early flyers Leader: MB 

MAY 
5 Tue Sheepleas, West Horsley KT24 6AN, TQ088525: car park behind 

St Mary’s church, south of A246 between East & West Horsley. 
Spring Skippers, Green Hairstreak, Vanessids CH 

9 Sat MORNING ONLY Newdigate Brickworks RH5 5DN, TQ20324260: 
SWT car park. Coming south along Hogspudding Lane (aka New Barn Lane), 
turn first left into Mulberry Place then keep left. Spring Skippers, Green Hs RS 

13 Wed Hutchinson’s Bank CR0 9AD, TQ377619: Farleigh Dean Crescent, east of 
Featherbed Lane, 1.5km south of A2022. Spring Skippers, Green Hairstreak MB 

17 Sun Denbies Hillside RH5 6SR, TQ141503: Ranmore NT car park east. 
STEEP! Spring Skippers & Blues, Green Hairstreak RE 

21 Thu Sidney Wood GU6 8JG, TQ02673526: 
car park on south side of Dunsfold Road, 1m west of A281 Alfold Crossways; 
afternoon car share to Oaken Wood. Spring Skippers, Wood White MW 

24 Sun Norbury Park KT23 4BP, TQ146543: cul-de-sac end of Downs Way, 
Great Bookham, south of A246 Leatherhead—Guildford road. 
Park considerately in residential road. Downland species MW 

26 Tue Merrow & Pewley Downs GU1 2QP, TQ022499: car park on right at top of 
High Path Rd or Grove Rd, off A246 Epsom Rd. Small Blue CH 

27 Wed Hutchinson’s Bank: see May 13. Spring butterflies MB 

30 Sat Denbies Hillside: see May 17. Adonis Blue RS 

31 Sun 11.00 & 14.00 Clandon Wood Burial Reserve GU4 7TT, TQ048512: north of A246, 
300m east of A247. TWO walks as part of their Bioblitz. Small Blue FK 

Cancelled/postponed dates will be posted on www.butterfly-conservation.org/surrey

https://butterfly-conservation.org/in-your-area/surrey-and-sw-london-branch
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JUNE 
6 Sat 10.30 MORNING ONLY Howell Hill SM2 7HS, TQ236622: 

St Paul’s church at roundabout junction of A232 & Northey Avenue, Cheam. 
Park considerately in residential roads. Small Blue MW 

10 Wed 10.30 MORNING ONLY Roundshaw Downs CR8 3QL, TQ305628: Plough Lane, 
north of Foresters Drive, Wallington; park on street. Skippers & Browns DW 

12 Fri 10.30 MORNING ONLY Ditchling Common, Burgess Hill BN6 8SQ, TQ335181: 
car park on B2113, Folders Lane East, 400m east of B2112. Black Hairstreak RS 
CAR SHARE: meet 9.20 Ryka’s car park RH5 6BY, Burford Bridge roundabout on 
A24 below Box Hill. Please arrange with Mike Weller before Thu 11th. 

16 Tue 10.30 MORNING ONLY Fairmile Common KT11 1BG, TQ12089 61764: 
Lakewood car park, EAST of A307, 2.25km NE of Cobham, south of A3 flyover. 

Silver-studded Blue MW 

18 Thu 10.30 MORNING ONLY Tooting Common SW16 1RR, TQ28881 71827: 
outside Athletics Track, Tooting Bec Rd (A214), opposite Dr Johnson Ave. 
Tube: Tooting Bec 1km, with regular bus service; Train: Balham or Streatham. 
Public transport recommended but car parks on Dr Johnson Ave & 
Tooting Bec Lido (1km on A214). White-letter Hairstreak AW 

21 Sun Box Hill KT20 7LB, TQ179513: NT car park opposite shop. 
Beware cyclists! Dark Green Fritillary, orchids RE 

23 Tue Dawney Heath & Brookwood Cemetery GU24 0JE, SU946560: Avenue de Cagny, 
Pirbright Green, 1.5km walk from Brookwood Station. Silver-studded Blue 
Then car share to Basingstoke Canal at Curzon Bridge (SU92085619) 
for dragonflies, including Brilliant & Downy Emerald. 

Joint trip with British Dragonfly Society FK 

24 Wed St Martha’s & Newlands Corner GU5 9BQ, TQ035485: 
car park east of St Martha’s Hill, Guildford Lane. Via Albury: north of A248; 
via Guildford: south of White Lane. Dark Green Fritillary, Marbled White RS 

25 Thu Whitmoor Common GU3 3RN, SU987542: car park by Jolly Farmer pub. 
From A3 southbound, take Burpham/Merrow exit. 
From A320, north of Guildford, take Burdenshott Rd NW for 1km. 
Silver-studded Blue, Silver-washed Fritillary, White Admiral MW 

28 Sun Bookham Common KT23 3JG, TQ130557: NT Tunnel car park, 
north of Church Rd, 200m east of Bookham railway station. 
Purple Emperor, Silver-washed Fritillary, White Admiral MW 

30 Tue Norbury Park: see May 24, note meeting point. Down/woodland species MW 

Leaders 
Malcolm Bridge ..07806 253331, 020 8289 3839 
Robert Edmondson ................01306 885085 
Alison Gilry ..........................07736 962466 
Clive Huggins ....07952 964253, 020 8942 7846 
Nigel Jackman ..07792 407963, 020 8391 4437 

Francis Kelly......07952 285661, 01483 278432 
Ken Owen............................07715 350368 
Richard Stephens 07815 444166, 01342 892022 
Dave Warburton ....................07736 338366 
Mike Weller ......07918 171179, 01306 882097 
Alan Wilkinson ......................07766 992800
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JULY 
1 Wed 10.30 Knepp Wildland RH13 8NN, TQ15642034: 

New Barn Farm, Swallows Lane, Dial Post, West Sussex, 22 miles sth of Dorking. 
Purple Emperor car park £10, incl map, drink and use of facilities. 
Directions: from A24, 2m south of A272, turn right across the dual carriageway 
into Worthing Rd; after 500m turn sharp right into Swallows Lane; 
Knepp entrance is 200m on left. 
CAR SHARE: meet 9.30 Ryka’s car park RH5 6BY, Burford Bridge roundabout on 
A24 below Box Hill. Please arrange with Mike Weller before Tue 30th. 

 Knepp: Purple Emperor car park Purple Emperor, hopefully lots! RS 

2 Thu 10.30 MORNING ONLY Epsom Common KT18 7TR, TQ182611: Stew Ponds 
car park, south of Christ Church Rd. Purple Emperor, White Admiral AG 

5 Sun Holmwood Common RH5 4DT, TQ182463: Scammels car park on brow of hill, 
west of Blackbrook Rd (Dorking—Newdigate). Purple Hairstreak 
14.00 Inholms Clay Pit RH5 4TU, TQ175474: park in Holmbury Drive. MW 

7 Tue 10.30 MORNING ONLY Nonsuch Park, Cheam SM3 8DP, TQ236634: 
The Avenue car park, west of A232 junction. White-letter Hairstreak KO 

8 Wed Sheepleas, West Horsley: see May 5. Purple Emperor FK 

9 Thu Ashtead Common KT21 2DU, TQ179589: Ashtead Common estate office; go over 
level crossing at Ashtead railway station, then left 200m along Woodfield Rd. 
Park considerately before level crossing or at far end of Woodfield Rd. 
Purple Emperor, White Admiral MW 

11 Sat 14.00 Walton Downs & Juniper Hill, Epsom KT18 5PP, TQ222578: 
large car park inside racecourse, SE corner. 
Cross the racecourse east of grandstand at junction of Tattenham Corner Rd 
& Old London Rd; follow the track round. Chalkhill Blue MW 

12 Sun Hutchinson’s Bank: see May 13. Dark Green Fritillary MB 

14 Tue Broadstreet Common GU2 8LW, SU968509: Hartshill, Park Barn, Guildford. 
From A323 Aldershot Rd turn west into Broad Street (heading towards 
Wood Street village); after 250m, 2nd-left — Broadacres; 
1st right — Wood Rise; keep right at roundabout into Barnwood Rd; 
turn right at T-junction into Cabell Rd; 1st right into Hartshill. 
Park in residential street. Wood/grassland species MW 

18 Sat Headley Heath KT18 6NN, TQ204538: Main (not Brimmer) car park, 
west of B2033 Headley Common Rd, 200m south of Leech Lane. STEEP. 
Purple Emperor, Small Copper, Silver-spotted Skipper FK 

21 Tue Dawney Heath & Brookwood Cemetery: see Jun 23. Grayling FK 

LINK

Field trips are also on the Surreybranch Google calendar. 
Use link below to share to your own calendar. 

https://calendar.google.com/calendar/b/1?cid=c3VycmV5YnJhbmNoQGdtYWlsLmNvbQ

https://kneppsafaris.co.uk/Information/Purple-Emperor-Car-Parking
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23 Thu Great Train Journey East: VERY STEEP! 
dep Dorking DEEPDENE 9.31, arr Betchworth 9.35 (you could join here). 
GWR plan to introduce this new time in May. PLEASE CHECK 
6km return walk via Betchworth & Brockham Chalk Pits and Box Hill Dukes. 
End at Stepping Stones NT car park (RH5 6AE, TQ171513), 
600m south of Burford Bridge roundabout, east of A24. 
We advise to park here and walk 1.4km (15min) south along A24, 
past Dorking Main, to Deepdene Station. 
25+ species, incl. Silver-spotted Skipper, Chalkhill Blue MW 

25 Sat 10.30 ‘Vale End’, Tillingbourne Valley, St Martha’s Hill, Albury Downs 
GU5 9BE, TQ04374789: we are invited to Vale End, home of Daphne and the late 
John Foulsham, north side of Chilworth Rd (A248), 0.5km west of Albury. 
Park in field opposite on south side. After coffee & biscuits we wander along the 
Tillingbourne Valley then steeply up onto Albury Downs; 
return downhill for tea & cakes. End 4pm. Chalkhill Blue MW 

28 Tue Reigate & Colley Hills RH2 9RP, TQ263523: 400m SE of M25 J8; from A217 
(no right turn) take 1st-left towards Gatton — NT car park is immediately 
signposted. Silver-spotted Skipper, Chalkhill Blue KO 

AUGUST 
1 Sat Great Train Journey West: VERY STEEP! 

dep Dorking DEEPDENE 9.12, arr Gomshall 9.19 (you could join here). 
GWR plan to introduce this new time in May. PLEASE CHECK 
10km return walk over some of the finest butterfly country on the Downs. RS 
Parking options: 
1 Dorking Main station (RH4 1TF, TQ170503), 250m north of Deepdene, £3+. 
2 Ashcombe Road (limited number at west end: RH4 1NB, TQ161500) is on return 
route, 1.3km (15 min) west of Deepdene: cross A24 via underpass, turn right.  
3 A few places may be available at entrance to Denbies Vinery, 
off Cycle Sculpture roundabout, 600m north of station. 

9 Sun Box Hill: see Jun 21: STEEP walk to Lower Viewpoint & Dukes. 
Adonis Blue, Silver-spotted Skipper RE 

11 Tue Denbies Hillside: see May 17: STEEP! Adonis Blue, Silver-spotted Skipper RS 

13 Thu 14.00 AFTERNOON ONLY Bookham Common: see Jun 28. Brown Hairstreak MW 

18 Tue 10.30 MORNING ONLY Bookham Common: see Jun 28.  
repeat of previous week’s visit for Brown Hairstreak CH 

20 Thu 10.30 MORNING ONLY Newdigate Brickworks: see May 9. Brown Hairstreak RS 

23 Sun Merrow & Pewley Downs: see May 26. Brown Hairstreak NJ 

25 Tue Little Mead, Cranleigh GU6 8LT, TQ04603985: Notcutts Garden Centre, 
B2128 Guildford Rd, 1.2km NW of village. Brown Hairstreak FK 

EMERGENCY Call 112, wait 1 min. If no reception, turn round and retry. 
If still no contact, text 112 (requires pre-registration)
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Left: Black Hairstreak pupa on blackthorn, 
Ditchling Common, Jun 11 2019. 
Adult emerged the next day. RS 
 
Left: Black Hairstreak on bracken, 
Ditchling Common, Jun 14, 2019. RS

Storks at Knepp, June 2019. RS

I am again leading two field trips 
into Sussex: 
Jun 12, Ditchling Common for 
Black Hairstreak, discovered there 
in 2017 by Dave Cook of Sussex BC. 
Jul 1, Knepp for Purple Emperor. 

Last year’s Ditchling trip was 
postponed by one day owing to 
adverse weather. However the next 
day nine members saw several 
Black Hairstreaks within 10 minutes 
of arrival. 

Storks and possibly beavers are 
additional attractions at Knepp.

Field trips to Sussex Richard Stephens

 Black Hairstreak in Sussex: Neil HulmeLINK

 Beavers at KneppLINK

 Storks at KneppLINK

https://www.sussex-butterflies.org.uk/news/2018/
https://knepp.co.uk/new-blog/2020/2/3/bringing-beavers-back-to-sussex
https://knepp.co.uk/white-storks?rq=stork
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THE development phase 
has been completed and the 
second-round funding bid 
has been submitted to the 
National Lottery Heritage 
Fund. We expect an answer 
in June. 

If our delivery phase 
funding is granted, Big City 
Butterflies will run from 
November 2020 – 2024, 
delivered by a full time 
Engagement Officer and a 
Conservation Officer. 

The development phase ran from 
Jan 2019 – Feb 2020. We worked with 
community groups, schools, local 
authorities, the public, environmental 
charities and site managers of London’s 
green spaces. 

In 2019 we achieved a huge amount: 
delivering over 12 community events; 
teaching over 90 pupils; and increasing our 
profile in London to help spread the word of 
helping Lepidoptera. 

Big City Butterflies will enable 
communities to connect to nature and 
discover the wild side of 
London. It will be a 
transformative opportunity 
to discover how butterflies 
and moths are faring in a 
major urban landscape and 
widen our audience. 
What did we achieve? 
g 15+ site advisory visits 
g 5 new transects established 
g New volunteers have been trained to 
identify and record butterflies in their local 
greenspaces. 
g Communities and site managers have 
been given training on creating and 
restoring habitat for butterflies and moths.

g School pupils have learnt 
about the importance of 
protecting insects and have 
had hands-on experience of 
planting larval food plants 
and recording butterflies. 
g Delivery of introductory 
workshops to Lepidoptera to 
office workers, empowering 
people to help butterflies and 
moths thrive while improving 
their own mental health and 
wellbeing. 
g New partnerships built 

with charities and companies, increasing 
BC’s profile in London. 
Feedback 
School teacher 
Thank you so much for your enthusiastic, 
informative and interesting butterfly 
workshop today. We all learned a lot and 
enjoyed it very much; the children 
particularly liked planting the pollen-
friendly plants. This afternoon they cut out 
and created designs for paper butterflies 
using vibrant colours. 

Habitat management 
workshop 
Very interesting info about 
alternative grounds 
maintenance practice, 
which could be trialled 
on a small scale. 

Moth trap event 
Moths have always been something that 
was scary to me, but I can now appreciate 
how beautiful they are and their 
importance to the biodiversity of an area. 
ID and monitoring workshop 
Noticed more of the interaction between 
animals and flowers - particularly how 
many butterflies are in our veg garden. 
g Thank you to all the volunteers and 
partners who have helped make this year 
so successful. 

Big City Butterflies May Webber

 Big City ButterfliesLINK

https://butterfly-conservation.org/our-work/conservation-projects/england/big-city-butterflies


Surrey Skipper 23 Spring 2020

iRecord is our recommended recording platform 
via app (smartphone/tablet) or computer. 
Thank you to the 440+ recorders who submitted 
6,500+ Surrey butterfly records in 2019. 
More details, including how to create filters, 
are on our website’s recording page.

 Surrey RecordingLINK  iRecordLINK

iRecorders iRecords
2013 32 344
2014 116 1,004
2015 159 3,182
2016 230 4,247
2017 333 7,214
2018 322 6,434
2019 443 6,534

Jun 6 Swallowtail ......................East Sheen, TQ204749 ............Christine Taylor  
Flew into my conservatory but I managed to guide it out.  
Surprised to see it in London but I had a very clear view. 

Sep 19 Monarch..............................Dulwich, TQ334742 ..........William Hamilton 
Astonishing sight, plainly NOT a Painted Lady, but bigger and more 
spectacular - and kindly staying around to be firmly identified.

Unusual sightings iRecord

Wildlife window Malcolm Bridge

A stained-glass window in St Peter’s 
Church, Petersham, features three 
butterflies: Small Copper, Marsh 
Fritillary and Holly Blue 

The commemorative window with 
a wildlife theme was created in 2017 
by artist Annie Mulholland. 

On Wednesday, April 22, 
our traditional spring field trip to 
nearby Ham Lands will conclude 
with a viewing. 

My old friend Tim Marwood, vicar 
of St Peter’s, has kindly offered to 
show the window in its full glory and 
provide light refreshments. 

 anniemulholland.comPhoto & Link

https://butterfly-conservation.org/in-your-area/surrey-and-sw-london-branch/recording-in-surrey-sw-london
http://www.brc.ac.uk/irecord/home
http://anniemulholland.com
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Week number 1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 11 12 13 14 15 16 17 18 19 20 21 22 23 24 25 26

1 8 15 22 29 6 13 20 27 3 10 17 24 1 8 15 22 29 5 12 19 26 2 9 16 23
Peacock 15 8 14 11 10 5 10 8 4 3 2 2 2 2 4 15 17 22 4 4 3 4 2 3 2 1

Brimstone 11 23 40 60 44 30 68 57 26 13 10 8 16 9 8 25 32 33 8 14 10 9 3 3 2 1

Orange-tip 10 16 26 21 15 12 11 8 3 2

Comma 8 3 3 4 3 2 3 3 4 2 2 4 7 7 13 11 12 12 5 8 4 4 5 6 4 2

Small Tortshell 6 5 6 10 8 2 4 1 1 2 1 4 4 6 8 7 1 1 1 3 5 1 1 1 1 1

Small White 3 7 10 8 14 10 22 9 4 7 4 7 9 56 27 36 42 32 25 35 44 23 21 34 17 12

Green-v White 3 2 4 9 4 3 8 4 4 3 2 4 3 8 12 9 14 19 10 22 10 11 10 12 4 2

Holly Blue 2 5 12 10 11 11 19 7 13 9 3 1 5 2 5 4 5 5 5 6 5 9 5 1 2

Speckled Wood 2 5 10 17 15 10 9 11 15 16 11 17 17 11 15 23 20 22 25 16 20 25 26 30 36 14

Red Admiral 2 2 2 1 2 2 2 1 2 5 4 4 12 7 5 5 5 8 5 9 8 12 13 9 5 3

Green Hairstreak 1 2 6 14 12 11 12 11 5 4 2 2 1

Large White 1 2 6 3 4 5 4 6 8 3 1 4 9 15 19 33 26 21 16 9 13 27 17 12 8 6

Dingy Skipper 7 17 26 27 54 27 21 12 10 2 3 1

Grizzled Skipper 6 19 7 6 13 10 11 10 7 2 1 1

Small Copper 1 3 5 4 12 6 14 5 8 4 6 9 3 9 8 7 7 7 9 14 4 5 9 5

Glanville Fritillary 11 5 6 13 4 5 2 2 6 1 1 1

Small Heath 4 12 17 21 26 41 32 43 85 166 105 32 26 17 7 14 15 29 79 79 86 54 20

Common Blue 5 16 35 77 43 30 21 59 22 10 6 8 23 14 22 52 47 49 20 13 16 2

Brown Argus 1 2 7 22 11 11 19 26 23 22 32 19 29 13 14 17 34 29 13 8 16 1

Small Blue 20 39 217 373 413 153 58 69 28 11 2 21 19 9 3 3 2 2

Adonis Blue 15 22 53 31 13 5 1 2 1 4 6 19 27 34 14 8 3 2

Wood White 5 25 69 46 8 3 1 1 2 20 68 6 5 6

Meadow Brown 3 8 6 34 42 322 640 562 596 538 416 304 204 188 223 167 115 47 62 27

Large Skipper 1 4 5 7 17 22 84 31 60 29 13 4 7 1

Small/Essex Sk 5 3 10 10 55 242 439 221 138 23 16 7 3 3

Small Skipper 1 5 2 8 17 87 80 59 45 9 4 1

Painted Lady 1 1 6 56 20 3 5 3 8 6 10 11 14 6 6 2 1

Silver-st Blue 4 1 13 79 76 46 13 8 8 2 2

Marbled White 1 13 137 231 737 391 196 127 35 3 2 1

Dark Green Frit 1 1 10 75 66 87 22 15 7 4 2 1 1

Ringlet 1 11 123 200 239 150 68 44 37 7 1 2 1

Gatekeeper 3 1 58 89 184 263 226 119 92 51 49 41 21 13

White-l Hairstreak 2 2 3 2 3 2 1

Silver-w Fritillary 1 20 36 17 20 28 45 13 22 14 5 2 4

White Admiral 1 9 6 4 4 5 2 1

Essex Skipper 1 7 25 78 63 58 14 3 4

Clouded Yellow 1 1 1 2 2 2 1 2 8 1 7 14 9

Purple Hairstreak 2 10 28 65 22 16 2 1 2 2

Purple Emperor 2 1 1 3 2 2

Grayling 1 2 17 32 30 21 44 33 15 10 5 1 2

Chalkhill Blue 16 98 310 338 285 170 99 65 20 5 3 2

Silver-sp Skipper 11 21 44 67 38 42 29 16 2 1

Brown Hairstreak 2 2 1 4 3 5 6 3 3

SEPTEMBER2019 APRIL MAY JUNE JULY AUGUST

Surrey transects top single weekly count

ELEVEN Surrey butterflies beat or equalled 
their top single count of the 21st century in 
2019 (see figures in red on next page). 

The Marbled White continued its 
momentum but the most notable record 
was the Small Blue at Hutchinson’s Bank. 

The Jun 3 transect count of 413 by Martin 
Wills was more than double Surrey’s 
previous top transect count this century. 
n Purple Emperor and three Hairstreaks 
(Brown, Purple, White-letter), being largely 
arboreal, are unsuited to transect recording. 

n Excludes a few unverified records with extreme dates. Glanville Fritillary is unofficial release 
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2019 Top count
 2000-18

Marbled White Jul 4 Chipstead Downs 737 601
Meadow Brown Jun 29 Sheepleas 640 846
Small/Essex Skipper Jul 13 Nonsuch Park 439 689
Small Blue Jun 3 Hutchinson's Bank 413 170
Chalkhill Blue Jul 29 Pewley Down 338 3,308
Gatekeeper Jul 24 Norbury Park 263 248
Ringlet Jul 10 Chiddingfold Forest West 239 412
Small Heath Jun 28 Chipstead Downs 166 175
Dark Green Fritillary Jul 9 Box Hill Viewpoint 87 80
Small Skipper Jul 4 Mitcham Common 87 156
Large Skipper Jul 5 Ashtead Common 84 94
Silver-studded Blue Jun 27 Fairmile Common 79 268
Essex Skipper Jul 13 Ashtead Common 78 66
Common Blue May 21 Blatchford Down 77 454
Wood White May 23 Chiddingfold Forest West 69 165
Brimstone May 13 Chiddingfold Forest West 68 81
Silver-spotted Skipper Aug 7 Headley Warren 67 99
Purple Hairstreak Jul 15 Ashtead Common 65 47
Painted Lady Jun 25 Clandon Wood 56 148
Small White Jul 4 Mitcham Common 56 89
Dingy Skipper May 14 Chipstead Downs 54 54
Adonis Blue May 22 Denbies Landbarn 53 600
Silver-washed Fritillary Jul 29 Chiddingfold Forest East 45 73
Grayling Aug 13 Barossa & Poors Allotment 44 56
Speckled Wood Sep 17 Ashtead Common 36 87
Brown Argus Aug 23 Chipstead Downs 34 139
Large White Jul 17 Oxted Downs 33 147
Orange-tip Apr 18 Ashtead Common 26 24
Green-veined White Aug 15 South Norwood CP 22 47
Peacock Aug 1 Hill Park, Tatsfield 22 32
Grizzled Skipper Apr 22 Oxted Downs 19 12
Holly Blue Apr 21 Morden Hall Park 19 28
Clouded Yellow Sep 17 Hutchinson's Bank 14 9
Green Hairstreak Apr 22 Oxted Downs 14 17
Small Copper Aug 26 Richmond Park 14 66
Comma Jul 8 Hogsmill LNR 13 21
Red Admiral Sep 5 Oxted Downs 13 30
Small Tortoiseshell Apr 22 Langley Vale Wood 10 47
White Admiral Jun 27 Chiddingfold Forest West 9 26
Brown Hairstreak Sep 12 Water Colours/Moors 6 6
Purple Emperor Jul 16 Bookham Common 3 4
White-letter Hairstreak Jul 1 Wandsworth Common 3 7

Red: new 21st-century top
2019

Surrey transects season’s top single count
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Ashtead Common B 
Ashtead Common North 
Banstead Downs 
Barnes Common 
Barossa & Poors Allotment 
Bealeswood Common 
Belair Park 
Betchworth Quarry 
Blatchford Down, Abinger 
Blindley Heath 
Bookham Common 
Box Hill Dukes 
Box Hill Viewpoint 
Box Hill Zig Zag 
Brentmoor Heath 
Brentmoor Heath - 

Cuckoo Hill 
Brockham Limeworks 
Brockwell Park, Herne Hill 
Burgess Park North 
Burgess Park South 
Chapel Bank 
Chiddingfold Forest East 
Chiddingfold Forest South 
Chiddingfold Forest West 
Chipstead Downs 
Chobham Common NE 
Chobham Common Sth 
Clandon Wood Burial Ground 
Colekitchen 
Coulsdon Common 
Coulsdon Common -

Merlewood Far 

Dawney Heath & 
Brookwood Cemetery 

Denbies Hillside Secretary’s 
Denbies Hillside 
Denbies Landbarn B 
Dollypers Hill 
Earlswood Common 
Elstead Common 
Epsom Common 
Fairmile Common 
Farnham Park 
Farthing Downs, Coulsdon 
Foxley Wood, Purley 
Frensham Great Pond 
Gatwick Airport East 
Gatwick Airport NW 
Hackhurst Down, Gomshall 
Ham Lands South 
Hankley Common North 
Happy Valley, Coulsdon 
Hatchlands Park 
Headley Heath 
Headley Warren 
Hill Park, Tatsfield 
Hogsmill LNR, Ewell 
Holmwood Common 
Hooley Meadows 
Horton CP North 
Horton CP 
Howell Hill, Ewell 
Hurst Meadows, 
Hutchinson's Bank 
Inholms Clay Pit 
Juniper Hill, Epsom Downs 

Kenley Common 
Langley Vale Wood 
Leith Hill Place 
Lingfield Wildlife Area B 
Lloyd Park, Croydon 
London Wetland Centre 
Manor Park, Whyteleafe 
Mare Hill Common 
Merrow Downs 
Mitcham Common 
Morden Hall Park 
New Hill, Coulsdon 
Newlands Corner East 
Newlands Corner West 
Nonsuch Park, Cheam 
Norbury Park grassland 
Norbury Park woodland 
Nore Hill, Woldingham 
Nower Wood, Headley 
Oaken Wood West 
Oaken Wood 
One Tree Hill & 

Brenchley Gardens 
Oxted Downs, Gangers Hill 
Oxted Downs, 

Whistlers Steep 
Park Downs, Banstead 
Pewley Down, Guildford 
Polesden Lacey East 
Polesden Lacey West 
Priest Hill, Ewell 
Quarry Hangers, Chaldon 
Reigate Heath 
Richmond Park 

Riddlesdown Common 
Riddlesdown Quarry 
Rodborough Common 
Roundshaw Downs 
Royal & Bagmoor Commons 
RSPB Farnham Heath East 
RSPB Farnham Heath - 

Tankersford 
Runnymede, Egham 
Selsdon Wood 
Sheepleas 
Shortfield Common 
Smithwood Common 
South Norwood CP 
Spynes Mere 
Stave Hill Ecology Park 
Streatham Common 
Swan Barn Farm 
Sydenham Hill Woods & 

Cox's Walk 
The Mount, Guildford 
Thursley Common 
Tice's Meadow 
Tolworth Court Farm 
Tooting Common 
Wandsworth Common 
Warren Farm, Ewell 
Water Colours/Moors 
West End Farm, Frensham 
West Hanger, Shere 
Whitmoor Common 
Wimbledon Common 
Wimbledon Common SW 
Witley Common

The 128 transects Surrey 2019

UKBMS abundance indices

Adonis Blue 
Denbies Hillside 

Red: trend at this site; black: national

The UK Butterfly Monitoring 
Scheme website has thousands of 
abundance index charts, covering 
every species at every transect site. 
Some go back to the start of the 
scheme in 1976. 

The example shows the trend of 
the Adonis Blue at Denbies Hillside. 
n The annual index is a statistical 
calculation of relative rather than 
actual abundance.

 www.ukbms.org/Sites.aspxLINK

http://www.ukbms.org/Sites.aspx


Surrey Skipper 27 Spring 2020

Hutchinson's Bank 37 Juniper Hill, Epsom 31 Box Hill Zig Zag 30
Headley Warren 34 Newlands Corner East 31 Brockham Limeworks 30
Denbies Landbarn 33 Selsdon Wood 31 Colekitchen 30
Box Hill Dukes 32 Sheepleas 31 Merrow Downs 30
Chipstead Downs 32 Ashtead Common 30 Newlands Corner West 30
Oxted Downs, Whistler's Steep 32 Blatchford Down 30 Oxted Downs, Gangers Hill 30
Denbies Hillside Secretary's 31 Box Hill Viewpoint 30 Quarry Hangers 30

228 monads covered by the 128 transects Surrey 2019

Transects with most species Surrey 2019

Hutchinson’s Bank (see page 15) Martin Wills

A Silver-spotted Skipper on August 5 took 
the total species seen on transect at 
Hutchinson’s Bank in 2019 to 37. 

We had the odd one before in expansion 
years, but never on transect. A female was 
photographed on site 10 days later. 

The total includes Glanville Fritillary 
(unofficial release). In some years we also 
have White Admiral and White-letter 

Hairstreak, visiting from Frylands Wood 
or Threecorner Grove, so 39 species is the 
maximum total. 

There were Purple Emperor sightings 
around the sallows, and they were 
photographed on the path near 
Threecorner Grove and the big scrape. 

The three missing Surrey species are: 
Grayling, Silver-studded Blue, Wood White.

Hutchinson’s 
Bank n
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Jon Baker 
Paul Batham 
Anita Bathurst 
Dick Beales 
Dick Beasley 
Sam Bentley-Toon 
Andrea Bessant 
Bill Bessant 
Rachel Bicker 
Rob Bonfield 
Alison Bosence 
Daniel Bound 
Frank Boxell 
Doug Boyd 
Penny Boyd 
Dave Braddock 
Ruth Bradshaw 
Matt Bramich 
Dan Braxton 
Malcolm Bridge 
Peter Brown 
Philip Bryan 
Richard Bullock 
Richard Burgess 
Janet Cadera 
John Cadera 
Peter Camber 
Nikki 
Campana-Etheridge 
Bryony Chapman 
Robin Charlton 
David Clark 

Cathy Clarke 
Sarah Clift 
Mayonne Coldicott 
Julia Collyer 
Geoff Coombe 
Paul Cook 
Sylvie Corbett 
Graham Cotten 
Ian Cunningham 
Peter Cureton 
Peter Curnock 
Phil Darley 
Donna Dawson 
Bill Downey 
Rachel Dowse 
Julia Edwards 
Sarah Elliott 
Gillian Elsom 
Ken Elsom 
Ian Exton 
James Field 
Peter Fischer 
John Gall 
Brian Gardner 
Mike Gibson 
Alison Gilry 
Karen Goldie-Morrison 
Brian Goode 
Jenny Green 
Laura Grice 
Christine Griffin 
Anna Guerin 

Lucy Halahan 
Colin Hall 
Jill Hall 
Philippa Hall 
Pamela Harwood 
Gordon Hay 
Pennie Hedge 
Clive Hewett 
Geoff Hewlett 
Michael Hobbs 
Maureen Hounslow 
Gareth Hurd 
John Ingman 
Gail Jeffcoate 
Malcolm Jennings 
Derek Jones 
Mered Jones 
Michael Jones 
Natalie Kay 
Vicky Keller 
Graham Kenward 
John Kirby 
David Lamph 
Gill Langridge 
Mike Lawn 
Keith Lelliott 
Eleanor Lines 
Ian Machen 
John Madden 
Edwin Malins 
Gary Margetts 
Nigel Martin 

Francisco Martinez 
Vincent McDonnell 
Cathy Mead 
Jonathan Mitchell 
Paul Moorhouse 
Kathy Morris 
Chris Morton 
Audrey Moss 
David Moss 
Ruth Murphy 
Stephen Nevard 
Peter Newmark 
Dominic North 
Ken Owen 
Dave Page 
Lindsay Patterson 
Gill Peachey 
Mike Pearce 
Sandy Pepperell 
Matt Phelps 
Geoff Pierce 
Nick Press 
Robb Reeves 
Hilary Reive 
Simon Riley 
Heather Roberts 
David Robinson 
Mick Rock 
Michael Rowland 
Julie Russ 
Nicola Sainsbury 
Simon Saville 

Graham Saxby 
Trevor Sears 
Nina Shishkin-Smith 
Alan Sivell 
Brian Smith 
Jenny Sparks 
Richard Stephens 
Eloise Stradling 
Mary Stuart-Jones 
Ros Szanto 
John Tallon 
Brian Thomas 
Adrian Thompson 
Dave Thomson 
Peter Trew 
Jacky Trinder 
Anne Tutt 
Danielle Wagner 
June Wakefield 
David Warburton 
Jon Webb 
Paul Wheeler 
Alan Wilkinson 
Martin Wills 
Aleksandra 

Wisniewska 
Geoff Woodcock 
Jim Yeeles 
Ruth Yeeles 
Bob Yeo

Transect walkers Surrey 2019

Presence on the 128 transects Surrey 2019

Meadow Brown 128 Comma 109 Dark Green Fritillary 30
Gatekeeper 126 Small Copper 108 Chalkhill Blue 28
Small White 126 Green-veined White 106 Clouded Yellow 23
Speckled Wood 124 Small Heath 105 White Admiral 23
Brimstone 123 Large Skipper 102 Small Blue 22
Peacock 123 Small Skipper 88 Silver-spotted Skipper 19
Common Blue 121 Small Tortoiseshell 85 Silver-studded Blue 16
Red Admiral 121 Essex Skipper 75 Grayling 13
Ringlet 121 Silver-washed Fritillary 75 Purple Emperor 11
Large White 118 Brown Argus 73 Adonis Blue 10
Holly Blue 116 Green Hairstreak 61 White-letter Hairstreak 8
Orange-tip 116 Dingy Skipper 40 Wood White 5
Painted Lady 115 Purple Hairstreak 37 Glanville Fritillary 1
Marbled White 111 Brown Hairstreak 36
Small/Essex Skipper 110 Grizzled Skipper 33
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Priority species Francis Kelly

SURREY has four Highest Priority and 
10 High Priority species in BC’s 
SE Conservation Strategy. 

The charts show the top single transect 
count for the last five years. 

Brown/WL Hairstreaks, and Purple 
Emperor, being largely arboreal and 
unsuited to transect recording, are omitted. 

Small Tortoiseshell, a species with 
fluctuating fortunes, is added.

Highest Priority (4) 
Adonis & Silver-studded Blue, 
Grayling, Wood White 

High Priority (10) 
Chalkhill & Small Blue, 
Dark Green Fritillary, White Admiral, 
Dingy, Grizzled & Silver-spotted Skipper, 
Purple Emperor, 
Brown & White-letter Hairstreak

15 16 17 18 19

Silver-stud Blue

15 16 17 18 19 15 16 17 18 19

Grayling

15 16 17 18 19

Wood White

15 16 17 18 19

Chalkhill Blue

15 16 17 18 19

Small Blue

15 16 17 18 19

Dark Green Frit

15 16 17 18 19

White Admiral

15 16 17 18 19

Dingy Skipper

15 16 17 18 19

Grizzled Skip

15 16 17 18 19

Silver-spot Skip

15 16 17 18 19

Sm Tort'shell

 Conservation Strategy, SE England 2016-2025LINK

Derek Longhurst, who set up the Purple 
Emperor blog with his old schoolfriend 
Matthew Oates, has posted a simple guide 
to photographing butterflies:

photographingbutterflies.blogspot.com 
It has plenty of good advice for beginners 
and improvers alike. 
Also see: apaturairis.blogspot.com

Photography Derek Longhurst

https://butterfly-conservation.org/in-your-area/surrey-and-sw-london-branch/conservation
http://photographingbutterflies.blogspot.com/
http://apaturairis.blogspot.com/
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Transect indicators Surrey 2013+

Week number 1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 11 12 13 14 15 16 17 18 19 20 21 22 23 24 25 26

1 8 15 22 29 6 13 20 27 3 10 17 24 1 8 15 22 29 5 12 19 26 2 9 16 23
2013 3 12 9 9 8 4 7 1 4
2014 4 14 15 15 11 4 7 2 1 1 2
2015 1 5 7 10 11 9 14 7 4 3 3 1 1

2016 2 5 4 11 18 15 10 6 3 1 1 1

2017 10 7 19 8 8 8 11 5 8 2 1

2018 1 7 17 24 18 7 9 5 1 1 1

2019 10 16 26 21 15 12 11 8 3 2

6 7 8 9 10 11 12 13 14 15 16 17 18 19 20 21 22 23 24 25 26
2013 1 43 31 40 33 11 6
2014 6 23 34 27 23 16 4 4 2

2015 2 13 31 62 43 22 10 4

2016 1 2 12 21 27 15 12 4

2017 3 2 7 13 15 37 30 32 8

2018 4 52 28 49 18 15 13 18 7

2019 11 21 44 67 38 42 29 16 2 1

Silver-spotted Skipper

AUGUST SEPTEMBER
Orange-tip

APRIL MAY JUNE JULY

Top transect counts for Orange-tip, often the earliest emergent, and Silver-spotted Skipper, 
often the latest, may indicate an early or late year. In 2019: 
n Orange-tip peaked two weeks earlier than in the cold spring of 2018. 
n Silver-spotted Skipper had a strong season. It reached double-figure counts in eight 
successive weeks for the first time in this series, peaking two weeks later than in 2018.

Clandon Wood, the natural burial ground 
east of Guildford that is also a nature 
reserve, is holding its first bioblitz on 
Sunday 31 May. 

Francis Kelly will lead butterfly/dragonfly 
walks at 11.00 and 14.00. 

Paul Wheeler will set moth traps the 
night before and display the catch. 

Also planned: bird walks, ringing and 
song id; small mammal trapping; bat walks; 
wild flower safaris. 
Times     Saturday setup 19.30-22.30 
                Sunday 5.00-17.00 
g Branch member Matt Phelps is 
Ecology Groundsman at 

www.clandonwood.com

Bioblitz at Clandon Wood Matt Phelps

Oaken Wood 
OAKEN WOOD, formally opened by 
FC senior ranger Peter Beale in 1993, and 
our branch reserve since 1995, is 12ha 
(30 acres) of wood/grassland in the 
south-west of Surrey, 2.6km south of 
Dunsfold. It is part of Forestry 
Commission’s 324ha Chiddingfold Forest. 

A 3ha extension west to Lagfold track 
was added in 2015. Our licence was 
renewed for five years in Jan 2018.

Access: SU993338, via track (usually no 
vehicular access) that runs west from 
Plaistow Rd at SU994338; GU8 4PG. 
Parking for only a few cars. 

Western (Botany Bay) entrance to 
Chiddingfold Forest is off High Street 
Green at SU978348; GU8 4YA. Parking 
here is slightly easier; beware roadside 
ditches! Oaken Wood is 2.5km to the east. 
n Volunteers are invited to our winter 
work parties. Please see website. 

 Oaken WoodLINK

https://www.clandonwood.com/
https://butterfly-conservation.org/our-work/reserves/oaken-wood-surrey
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2019 2018 Percent
increase

New
members

West Midlands 1,789 1,696 5.5% 331
Yorkshire 1,728 1,578 9.5% 332
Hampshire & IOW 1,711 1,676 2.1% 199
Upper Thames 1,489 1,430 4.1% 202
Sussex 1,457 1,444 0.9% 165
Surrey & SW London 1,435 1,385 3.6% 191
Cambs & Essex 1,410 1,342 5.1% 250
East Midlands 1,298 1,215 6.8% 225
Somerset & Bristol 1,282 1,202 6.7% 225
Kent 1,252 1,166 7.4% 235
Herts & Middlesex 1,144 1,094 4.6% 179
Devon 1,089 1,033 5.4% 178
Dorset 1,011 994 1.7% 136
Lancashire 975 869 12.2% 220
Norfolk 956 907 5.4% 135
East Scotland 937 794 18.0% 231
South Wales 791 732 8.1% 144
Cheshire & Wirral 781 726 7.6% 156
Gloucestershire 734 689 6.5% 107
Beds & Northants 677 617 9.7% 120
Wiltshire 662 603 9.8% 114
Glasgow & SW Scotland 628 531 18.3% 158
Suffolk 592 578 2.4% 68
North East 579 501 15.6% 135
Cornwall 561 535 4.9% 103
Warwickshire 542 498 8.8% 82
Lincolnshire 495 452 9.5% 88
Cumbria 429 358 19.8% 80
North Wales 359 323 11.1% 58
Highlands & Islands 330 318 3.8% 34
Northern Ireland 275 270 1.9% 36
NATIONAL 29,398 27,556 1.9% 4,917

Totals include members of more than one branch

A WARM welcome to all 
new members. 

Please look out for 
your invitation to 
New Members’ Day 
at Ashtead Common 
on Sat 11 July. 

Surrey & SW London 
is 6th-largest of BC’s 
31 UK branches in the 
membership league table. 

In the 12 months to 
Nov 1, 2019, Surrey 
attracted 191 new 
households, but lost 141, 
for a net gain of 4%. 

Our 1,435 households 
include 1,931 individual 
members. 
Individual members 
Surrey ........................1,931 
National....................41,712

BC membership by household Nov 2019 Ken Owen

Social Media Francis Kelly

We recommend alerts.talkwalker.com 
to see Twitter mentions of @BC_Surrey. 

You can receive live or daily emails of 
our Tweets, plus Tweets that mention us. 
g Our media accounts are listed 

on page 2.

Surrey
Butterflies
Mick Rock's

group

Follow Like Follow Members

2020-03 1,188 495 534 187

@BC_Surrey

Twitter Facebook

Butterfly
Conservation

in Surrey 
Branch page

https://alerts.talkwalker.com/alerts/login
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Branch website: weekly visitors Francis Kelly

GOOGLE analytics show unique weekly 
visitors to each of our 18+ web pages, 
including the home page. The total of these, 
as shown in the chart, is a higher figure 
than unique Surrey visitors but weekly 
trends remain clear. 

Week 41 (Oct 7) was 2019’s most popular 
with 1,131 visitors for online publication of 
the Skipper. Next were Mar 11 (Spring 
Skipper) and Oct 21 (Annual Report). 
Purple Emperor weeks of Jun 24 & Jul 1 
were best of the rest.

 butterfly-conservation.org/surreyLINK

Email Appeal Francis Kelly

Members whose email address bounces, or who have joined 2012+ and not supplied one. 

n If you did not receive an email alert to this Skipper, we do not hold a valid email 
address for you. We have some addresses that bounce. 
If you have email, please update us at surreybranch@gmail.com

David Boothroyd 
Dorothy Brookes 
Mark Cosgrove 
Amy Crank 
Christine Crawley 
Paul Crook 
Neil Hayter 

Jim Hewitt 
Pamela Hill 
Philip Hills 
Simon Howorth 
Hugh Hughes 
Stephen Jackson 
Nancy Murphy 

Jean Parker 
Peter Pope 
Toby Prescott 
Jill Rigby 
Ransford Rowe 
Thelma Smalley 
Leslie Smith 

Peter Stephens 
Jennifer Stiasny 
Judith Symons 
Alistair Wilson 
Ro Woodbridge

https://butterfly-conservation.org/in-your-area/surrey-and-sw-london-branch
mailto:surreybranch@gmail.com
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WHILE trawling through the Met Office records to see 
if February would be the wettest on record, I was 
surprised to find that they have now extended the data 
on rainfall back to 1862 from 1909 and temperature to 
1884. 

I find that far from there being too few sources of 
data, the rainfall records for 1899 were compiled from 
no less than 3,528 stations. I say stations, as 
the positioning of instruments was at that time not 
subject to the specific criteria required now. 

2019 Temperature
C

Sunshine
%

Rainfall
%

Jan -0.3 105 45
Feb 2.4 160 79
Mar 1.5 119 138
Apr 0.6 115 60
May -0.2 105 72
Jun 0.2 88 171
Jul 1.2 104 109
Aug 0.9 112 118
Sep 0.5 121 154
Oct -0.4 84 136
Nov -0.7 76 132
Dec 1.3 123 119
2020
Jan 2.1 104 86
Feb 2.1 107 258

Weather anomalies: England
Compared with 30-year monthly mean: 1981-2010

Yellow: warm, sunny; Blue: wet
Red: best; Black: worst

Weather Watch David Gradidge

No doubt work parties have 
been abandoned everywhere, 
and did I see that the 
Government is going to ban the 
burning of “wet” wood. 
Will bonfires be next? 

The Winter of 2019/20 will 
not be the wettest on record in 
our area (SE & Central 
England) as 2013/14 was by far 
the wettest for 160+ years. 

It is worth looking at the 
trends over the last 50 years for 
SE & Central England: 

Decade Average rainfall mm 
1970-79 ..............................748 
1980-89 ..............................766 
1990-99 ..............................767 
2000-09 ..............................830 
2010-19 ..............................796 

But this hides that four of the 
eight wettest years have 
occurred in the last 20 years. 

Average temperature C 
1970-79 ..............................9.69 
1980-89 ..............................9.80 
1990-99 ............................10.39 
2000-09 ............................10.75 
2010-19 ............................10.70 

Going back further, the 
average for the 1940s was 
9.79c. I leave it to your 
judgement as to whether this 
indicates an emergency.

REMEMBERING Butterfly Conservation in your will is one of 
the most effective ways to help ensure butterflies and moths 
thrive in years to come. Legacies represent over a third of our 
voluntary income and make a crucial contribution to our work. 
n Please contact Dorset head office: 01929 40020 

info@butterfly-conservation.org

 Climate ScienceMET OFFICE LINK

https://www.metoffice.gov.uk/research/climate/maps-and-data/uk-temperature-rainfall-and-sunshine-anomaly-graphs
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The Atlas of Britain & 
Ireland’s Larger Moths was 
finally published in 
November. Reviews were 
extremely positive, and the 
atlas has been well received 
throughout the moth 
recording community and 
beyond. 

As joint lead author, 
I am immensely proud of 
what both I and the 
editorial team achieved over 
the previous two and a half 
years. The atlas covers 893 
species, with up-to-date information on 
distribution, status, trends and phenology. 

The main project post-atlas was making 
copies of the Butterflies for the New 
Millennium (BNM) and National Moth 
Recording Scheme (NMRS) databases 
available to BC’s conservation teams, using 
Open Source systems PostgreSQL, 
a geospatial database, and QGIS, a 
geographical information system. 

Surrey Butterfly Recorder Harry Clarke 
seamlessly migrated the BNM after I 
installed PostgreSQL on my server, and 
made it accessible to the conservation 
teams via QGIS. 

For my part I migrated the NMRS 
database, over 25 million records. After a 
couple of trials and errors Harry and I 
successfully imported the database and 
made this available for staff use. 

I have been assisting Data Ecologist Katie 
Cruickshank’s data review project, based 
partly on lessons learned from the atlas 
production and extended verification. 

The NMRS has always presumed moth 
data were robustly verified by county 
recorders (CR). However, the level of 
scrutiny varies from one CR to another and 
it became apparent that many species had 

records both spatially and 
temporally beyond known 
and acceptable ranges. 
These needed to be sorted 
and were the main cause of 
delay in publication. 

Many CRs maintain their 
datasets in a spreadsheet, 
which has produced 
problems including date 
formatting and hidden or 
non-printing characters. 
Moving forward, for the 
NMRS in particular, I will 
be scrutinising data more 

intensely, focussing on data validation 
(making sure the data are presented 
correctly), passing the data through the 
NBN Record Cleaner and reporting back 
records that may require further scrutiny. 

I will also be sending to all CRs a series of 
spreadsheet summary reports that may help 
them find other issues in their data. This 
includes an easy-to-use flight chart tool to 
check the flight times of all species 
according to their own dataset.  

This year for me is mostly playing 
catchup with the NMRS database. I have a 
three-year backlog of data to import! This 
will also give me the opportunity to fine 
tune my reporting processes. As part of the 
data review, focus will be given to new and 
amended records – previously the preferred 
submission was a complete refresh of data; 
however, we wish to maintain the current 
robust state of the NMRS database, which 
may be compromised by overwriting data 
already imported.  

Not much to report on the personal moth 
recording front, however, a March Moth on 
January 8 was a pleasant surprise.

Moths Les Evans-Hill

 Atropos offer £32.50 
Atlas of Britain & Ireland’s Larger Moths

LINK

Manager of BC’s National Moth Recording Scheme database, and Wimbledon resident

https://www.atroposbooks.co.uk/atlas-of-britain-and-ireland-s-larger-moths
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Moth trap Martin Wills

MY prototype “Dusty Bin” moth trap has a 
lockable lid with carrying handle, and a 
sliding door to stop moths escaping when 
the funnel is not in place. The wires, funnel 
and choke fit inside when transported. 

The only bought parts are the MV bulb, 
lampshade or big funnel, bulb holder, 
choke, choke box and switch, plus some 
3-core wire and 3-pin connectors. 

Would my late Addington neighbour 
Bernard Skinner, who designed one of the 
first moth traps, have been impressed?

 Surrey Branch Moths page 
Details of Paul Wheeler’s moth events 
and how to join his email group.

LINK

 Garden Moth SchemeLINK

 National Moth Recording SchemeLINK

 Moth Night: Aug 27-29LINK

DATES

Jan-Dec Butterfly House 
Horniman Gardens SE23 

Apr 1 Transect season starts 
Apr 22 First Surrey field trip 
May 16 Open Day: Nunhead Cemetery 
May 30 Brilliant Butterflies 

Big Butterfly Festival 
New Addington 

May 30-31 Bioblitz Clandon Wood 
May 30-31 Bioblitz Morden Hall Park NT 
Jun 13 Bioblitz Tice’s Meadow, 

Badshot Lea 
Jun 14 World Swallowtail Day: 

Wheatfen, Norfolk 
Jun 22-28 National Insect Week 

Jul 11 n New Members’ Day, Ashtead 
Jul-Aug Big Butterfly Count 
Jul 18-19 Lambeth Country Show 
Aug 25 Final Surrey field trip 
Aug 27-29 Moth Night 
Sep 29 Transect season ends 
Oct 17 Amateur Entomologists’ Society 

Annual Exhibition & Trade Fair: 
Kempton 

Oct 31 Transect records to be online please 
Nov 7 n Surrey AGM, Effingham 
Nov 14 BC National AGM, Windsor

Tilletts Fields is a butterfly reserve in 
Warnham, NW of Horsham, one mile 
into West Sussex. The project is organised 
by David Bridges, who was BC’s first 
Chief Executive 2000-01. 

Purple Emperor, Grizzled & Dingy 
Skipper are among 33 species recorded. 
Entrance is on Tilletts Lane, 100m south of 
Mayes Lane: TQ1541 3407, RH12 3RD

Tilletts Fields

 Tilletts FieldsLINK

https://butterfly-conservation.org/in-your-area/surrey-and-sw-london-branch/moths
http://www.gardenmoths.org.uk/
http://www.mothrecording.org/
http://www.mothnight.info/
http://www.warnhamsociety.org.uk/Tilletts_Fields.htm
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Back-page picture Stephan Morris

Clouded Yellow male, Hutchinson's Bank, September. 
Runner-up in our Members’ Day Photo Show in November.


