
SPRING NEWS BULLETIN

A warm welcome to all new and existing members of
East Scotland Butterfly Conservation. We hope you
find this new-look quarterly news bulletin a useful
round-up of interesting articles, key dates for your
diary and important contacts. The East branch
committee wish you a wonderful start to the season
and hope to see you at an event soon. 
As the letter from our chairperson has informed you, 
the newsletter is only being sent to members by 
email link from now on so that resources can be 
concentrated on conservation measures. This first 
edition is going to concentrate on the Events, an 
update on the White-letter Hairstreak and a note 
about making your own moth trap. Below is a list of 
the field trips that have been finalised so far for 
2020.Due to the virus epidemic, members should 
contact the outing organiser to see whether it is 
going ahead.  

UPCOMING EVENTS
A full list of our events can be found on the Butterfly
Conservation website, or by following us on Facebook.
However, we’ve lined up some highlights from our events
calendar below:
Content Headlines 
Aberdeenshire - Spring Events
Northern Brown Argus workshop, 13 June at Burnmouth.
Events (some joint) in the Lothians and Borders.
Moth nights in Perthshire.
NBA workshop in Perthshire. 
Site management work parties: Gorse bashing at Caddonfoot
Northern Brown Argus sites on 21 March a n d 1 April,
10.00am. Meet at Caddonfoot School layby, TD1 3LG, near
Galashiels.   Please advise David Hill if coming. dhill@
butterfly-conservation.org. Or 01786 459813
22-25 March. Rannoch Sprawler survey to find new sites.
Contact P. Cook 01929 406046. 
April. Also with Patrick, a search for new sites of leaf miners.
26 April. Leaf miner workshop with Tom Prescott. TBA. 
Rannoch Brindled Beauty, survey for new sites on Deeside
with Helen Rowe, April. 
April/May. Surveys for Kentish Glory with Helen. Contact:
helen.rowe@butterfly-conervation.org   or 01467 53171. 
Articles
White-letter Hairstreak news. 
How to make your own Moth Trap.
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June/August. Northern Brown Argus surveys (adults/eggs). Various locations.
Late June- early July. Search for new sites of Mountain Burnet on Deeside hills. Tom
Prescott doing workshop. Details TBA.
July. Large Heath surveys of lowland bogs. Contact David Hill (as above).  
Mid July-late August. Annual monitoring of Dark Bordered Beauty on Deeside. 
Contact Helen Rowe. 

Full details can be found on our website:
www.eastscotland-butterflies.org.uk.

Tues. 12 & Wed. 13 May. Joint outing with Duns U3A Ecology Gp. Searching for 
Emperor Moths. Deploy traps at 9.pm. On Wed. Meet at car park at NT664445,  
approached from A6105 at East Gordon. Contact: Peter Rowberry 0797997 5620. 
Traps inspected on 13 May at 9.00am to 11.00pm. along with pheromone lures for 
Emperor Moth. 
Sat. 16 May. Bowden Common, nr. Melrose. A wildlife walk with the SWT Central 
Borders Group. Meet at St. Dunstans car park, Melrose (TD6 9RX) at 1.45pm. for  
car share. The trip will be a 1-2 mile walk across a 300 acre 12th. century common.  
£2 for non-SWT members.
Sun. 17 May. Glencorse Reservoir to check on the site maintenance carried out last 
year for the Green Hairstreaks there and to see some adults. Meet at the 

Lothians and Borders

Aberdeenshire 

 
Sat. 16 May. Cairngorms Nature Big Weekend: Featuring family activities around the
Muir of Dinnet Nature Res. For details see the branch website or call the Park Authority
on 01479 873535.  
13 June. 1.5-2.5 km. Walk round the Loch of the Leys Local Nature Res. near Hill of
Banchory. 10am. to 1pm. Booking essential 01467 538171 but outing free. Meet: Burnett
House car park, Banchory Business Centre, Burn O' Bennie Road, Banchory.
Further surveys in Aberdeenshire:
May. Small Dark Yellow Underwing & Netted Mountain Moth. Surveys on
Deeside/Donside. Contact Helen Rowe. 
Workshop on Bearberry-feeding moths with Tom Prescott, tprescott@butterfly-
conservation-org. 
May/June. Pearl-bordered Fritillary surveying on Deeside. Helen Rowe.
May/June. Narrow-bordered Bee Hawk-moth adults. Late July/early August, larvae.
Contact Helen as above.
Late May/early August. Surveying Small Pearl-bordered Fritillary on Deeside. Contact
Helen as before. 
June. Chocolate-tip - adults & August for larvae around Dinnet, Deeside.     

http://www.eastscotland-butterflies.org.uk/
mailto:tprescott@butterfly-conservation-org
mailto:tprescott@butterfly-conservation-org


Flotterstone Visitor Centre car park at 10.30am. Contact Richard Buckland, 
r.buckland@blueyonder.co.uk, or 07711453605.   
Sat. 23 May. Linn Dean SWT Res., Soutra for a joint outing of Borders and Lothians 
sub-branches to search for Narrow-bordered Bee Hawk-moth and Green Hairstreak. 
Meet at Soutra Coffee House at Soutra mains off A68 (NT452594) to sort out car 
share arrangements. The terrain is difficult, so be prepared for that. We will be 
experimenting with pheromone lures for the N-b BHs. Bring packed lunch and 
appropriate clothing and footwear. Contact: Iain Cowe to book your place. 
iaincowe@gmail.com, or 07904 274310. 
Sat. 13 June. A training workshop on surveying Northern Brown Argus (NBA). 
Starting at 10.00am, after a short indoor session we will take in a coastal walk to see
butterflies of many species. Please book your place through David Hill, (as above).  
Sun. 14 June. A walk with the SWT Berwickshire Group from Coldingham Bay to 
Eyemouth to see NBA and Wall butterflies as well as some interesting plants. Meet 
at the beach car park (NT914664) at Coldingham Bay at 2.00pm. Contact: David 
Long, 07792 150972.
Sun. 21 June. A walk over the superb species-rich grassland that is Selkirk Hill to 
see NBA. Meet at the layby on the A7 just past Selkirk golf course. (NT476274). 
Contact: Sarah Eno on 01750 76810 or 07810 492286. 
Sun. June 28. Another trip to the Gladhouse area of Midlothian to see the Small 
Pearl-bordered Fritillaries we missed last year. Meet at the end of the walk from 
Toxside farm to Cockmuir farm (NT264551) at 10.30am. The terrain is easy, so 
suitable for all abilities. Contact: Richard Buckland, as above. 
Sat. 27 June. A coastal walk Eyemouth to Coldingham for butterflies and other 
wildlife of interest, with the Edin. Nats. Meet at Gunsgreen House car park  
(NT947643) at 10.30am. This is a delightful walk an should provide a lot of 
interesting fauna and flora. To book a place contact Iain Cowe on 07904 274310.   
Sun. 5 July. A trip to Watch Water Reservoir to check the Northern Brown Argus 
colony there. Meet at Rawburn farm (NT673561) at 10.30am.   This will be a circular 
walk and should be fairly easy. We may investigate other NBA sites around 
Longformacus in the afternoon. Contact: Richard Buckland, as above.
Sat. 11 July. St Mary's Loch. A wildlife walk with the SWT Central Borders Group. 
Meet at St. Dunstans car park (Health Centre), Melrose (TD6 9RX) at 10.30am to 
organise car share arrangements, or below the James Hogg Monument at the south 
end of the Loch (NT2337204), TD7 5LH at 11.00am. This will be a 71/2 mile walk 
round the loch, or shortened to 31/2 if you wish. Bring a picnic lunch. (£2 for non 
members). Contact: Jim Russell on 01835 824898 or 07772 345248. 
Sun. 12 July. A general wildlife walk with the Berwickshire SWT Group over the 
Duns Castle Estate. Meet in the castle stable yard, by turning from the A6105 to the 
castle towards Preston (A6112) and after 50yds. The castle is to the rhs and the 
estate gates are ~200yds. on this road. Contact: David Long on 07792 150972. 

Perthshire  
17 July.  Moth night at Montrose Basin NR. Meet at the Visitor Centre (01674 
830736). Contact: Paul Brooks on 01674 671485.
Also an event at St. Cyrus on National Moth night on Sat. 29 August. Booking via the
ranger centre (01674 830736). Contact: Paul Brooks as above. 
Sat. 18 July. A Northern Brown Argus surveying/training day and butterfly walk. Meet
at NO263360, (PH13 9LA), the Tullybaccart car park, which is on the Dundee-
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Coupar A923. Bring good outdoor wear and packed lunch. Contact: Cathy Caudwell
pethshire.butterflies@firefly.net or 01828 686709, to give idea of numbers.       

Fife
Sun. 10 May. Tentsmuir to see Green Hairstreaks. Meet at Kinshaldy car park 
(NO499242). Contact: Colin Edwards, colin.edwards@forestry.gov.scot  , 10.30am. 
Fri. 29 May. Tentdsmuir, for a moth night with Nigel Voaden 
(nigel.voaden@hotmail.com) meet at Kinshaldy car park, as above. 
Sat. 30 May. Tentsmuir to see Dark Green Fritillaries with Colin Edwards, details as
above and 07720049774, at 10.30am. Same meeting place as above. 
Sun. 7 June. To Devilla for a butterfly walk with Colin Edwards (details as above). 
Meet at Devilla car park (NO964871) at 10.30am. 
Further events are planned but will be publicised nearer the time in subsequent 
bulletins and subject to quarantine restrictions. 

PLEASE NOTE THAT ALL EVENTS ARE SUBJECT TO ADVICE FROM 
GOVERNMENT AS TO PUBLIC SAFETY AND THE EVENT ORGANISER SHOULD
BE CONTACTED TO SEE IF THEY ARE GOING AHEAD.

Currently any events scheduled for April have been cancelled, but please get in 
touch with the oganiser if you wish to take part at a later date.  
    

White-letter Hairstreak spreads it's wings and travels further into Scotland   Iain 
Cowe. 
During a very busy 2019 season the White-letter Hairstreak was found to be occupying 
two new 10k squares during flight season through July and August. The first 
breakthrough occurred at Dryburgh on the Tweed in the square NT53. The second was 
far more unexpected on the Alewater banks between Ayton and Eyemouth in the square 
NT96. Not much information could be gleaned from the Dryburgh sighting, though this 
Alewater banks sighting gifted a much more reliable insight. The Alewater Banks sighting
on the 8th August was of a single female egg laying, or prospecting. She visited several 
trackside Elms and was observed for roughly 30 minutes with photographs taken, as 
shown at the end of this bulletin. 
This sighting was very significant as it breaks the cycle to the north of a string of Tweed 
river system sightings. The Ale is a tributary of Eye Water, and has no link to the Tweed, 
so there is a pathway north beyond the Tweed that leads me to speculate, as I always 
like to do, that the species could be found even further north in this next few years.
Adding to those sightings, we had a single old eggshell record from Hutton Bridge NT95 
on the 23rd of June. The first breeding evidence for NT95. (Martin Greenland). We also 
had egg counts from Ken Haydock and Jill Mills from very likely North Northumberland 
sights. With finds at the River Glen at Akeld and Kirknewton, as well as finds on the Till 
at Etal and Twizel Bridge. These finds tie in very well with a northward and eastwards 
expansion into the Tweed and beyond. Its all to play for once again during 2020. My 
feeling is that the species is much further north than we can currently prove. Its not 
impossible at all for this Hairstreak to be as far as Edinburgh and should be looked out 
for during July at Elm in shelter with a supporting act of Ash, Sycamore, Oak, or Lime. 

White-letter Hairstreak news
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Light trapping is one of the easiest ways to discover the moths that are living in your 
area. Not only is it fun, seeing our beautiful moths close-up can quickly become 
addictive! East Branch are keen to encourage more people to get involved. If want to
try it away from home, the Branch can support you in getting started and gaining 
confidence. 
Getting equipped
For those put off by the cost of investing in a light trap, Mark Cubitt has designed an 
affordable “Budget Bucket Trap”. Based on similar models available elsewhere, this 
is a cost-effective way to get started. 
With basic DIY skills you can make your own by following the instructions on the 
Branch’s website. There are designs for a mains-powered trap (ideal for gardens) or 
ones that can run off a battery allowing you to trap away from home. You can go for 
a more traditional Compact Fluorescent bulb or try increasingly popular LEDs, which 
we are trialling. 
As well as the website instructions, you can also watch Xander Johnston on 
YouTube demonstrating how to make one. 
If you need additional advice on making a trap please contact us at 
mothtraps@eastscotland-butterflies.org.uk. 

Ongoing support
A number of events were planned over the spring and summer, but these are now 
unlikely to take place in light of the current virus situation. However, do keep an eye 
on the Events section of the website where moth trapping sessions will be advertised
if they can go ahead.
There is also plenty of online/email support to help newcomers get started or for 
garden trappers looking to go mobile. There is a Facebook group, a web/email 
forum, and network of CMRs who are very willing to share their expertise. 
Covid-19 has meant there will be difficulties and uncertainties in the months ahead. 
But if you can, why not give moth trapping a go? The more we know about the moths
living in our region the better we can take steps to conserve them and their habitats. 
And just as important, discovering yourself which ones are flying by night in your 
neighbourhood can be a hugely rewarding and enjoyable experience. 

We have an excellent website packed with information – find out which moths are on
the wing near you or how to submit your records. Visit us at www.eastscotland-
butterflies.org.uk  .

FACEBOOK
Thanks to our volunteer Iain Cowe, our Facebook page is kept up to date with 
beautiful photos and facts all year round. It's also the best place to stay informed on 
events occurring in the branch. You can find us under the username 
@EastScotlandButterflyConservation and why not join our East Scottish Moths or 
East Scotland Butterflies groups for ID help and discussion. 

WEBSITE

Get started with light trapping for moths  Katty Baird
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TWITTER
We'er present on Twitter too, if you prefer to use this platform, give us a follow and 
tweet us at @BCeastscotland. You can also view our news feed without having an 
account.

Using the home-made moth trap at Woodhall NR, East Lothian. Katty Baird. 

White-letter Hairstreak at Alewater. Iain Cowe.


