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Introduction by Jane Jones, Lancashire Branch Chair 

Today is the first day of Spring - March 21st and we have thankfully had a few bright 

sunny days giving us hope of better times to come, and oh boy, aren’t we all wishing 

for those. When I was starting to think about what to write some weeks ago, I 

thought that I would be commenting on the shockingly wet winter that we have all 

endured, however, things have changed seismically; these are the most extraordinary 

times! I don’t think any of us could even have begun to imagine the circumstances 

that the whole World is now affected by with Coronavirus Covid-19. I don’t propose 

to make any more comment, other than to say that I am very sad that all our planned 

walks and events are cancelled meaning less opportunity to meet many of you this 

year. We are all very much looking forward to things returning to ‘normal’, as they 

surely will, although I suspect that it will be a different ’normal’.  Whilst the situation 

is ongoing and as the situation starts to improve and restrictions start to be eased, 

please keep an eye on our branch page (https://butterfly-conservation.org/in-your-

area/lancashire-branch) as we will post details of any recording guidance and then 

new events on there as and when it becomes possible to do so.  I am ever the 

optimist that we will get something in this year for you. 

As our Branch Members’ Day and AGM are also cancelled, we will be trying to 

organise an AGM as soon as possible after restrictions are lifted and details of this will 

be posted on the branch page as soon as we are able and also sent out via a 

Dotmailer email.  

Since our last newsletter, I am delighted to report that Laura Sivell, our Lancashire 

Butterfly Recorder was awarded “Outstanding Branch Volunteer” at the BC National 

Members’ Day last November. This is richly-deserved by Laura who, not only was a 

founder member of the branch, but has also been on the committee since it was 

founded. I am also delighted to report that Dr Rosa Menendez and Dr Andrew Wilby 

and the Lancaster Environment Centre at Lancaster University were awarded the 

“Marsh Christian Award for Promotion of Lepidoptera Conservation” - again, richly-

deserved for their tireless enthusiasm, valuable research, and encouragement of the 

next generation of lepidopterists.  Pages 6 & 7 give you some detail to both of these 

awards. Well done to all of you! 

Given the current situation and with us all staying at home  so much more, I suspect 

https://butterfly-conservation.org/in-your-area/lancashire-branch
https://butterfly-conservation.org/in-your-area/lancashire-branch
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that we will all spend as much time outside in our gardens if we have them , or 

maybe at least out for a walk to get some valuable sunshine, fresh air and exercise 

as some relief from the social isolation that is now imposed upon us. With this in 

mind, it is an opportunity to really take notice of the nature around us and I urge 

you to report all your butterfly sightings in particular to the branch sightings page 

(http://www.lancashire-butterflies.org.uk/report/ ) but you can report all manner of 

other critters on iRecord either online or via the App.  

We have a great article from Chris Winnick on Gardening for Butterflies and this 

summer may be the perfect opportunity to get stuck in in the garden to make some 

changes to help and attract those pollinators to your garden. If you make some 

changes, why not take some before and after photos and tell us what you have 

done, what worked and what you saw as a result. 

Can I also alert you to the Photography competition that we have decided to hold, 

there will be full details in our Autumn edition, but essentially, please take photos of 

not only butterflies and moths, but also their early stages - egg, larva and chrysalis. 

We will hold different categories including an Under 18 so why not get the children 

involved too!  

I am delighted to have had so many wonderful submissions for this Spring 

Newsletter, and with all things such as this, I am already thinking about what could 

go in to our Autumn edition. We would really welcome your news, how you have 

got involved with butterflies and moths, particularly through these difficult months. 

Articles don’t need to be long and photos really add to their impact. Please email 

anything of interest to  newsletter@lancashire-butterflies.org.uk 

Myers Allotment species records - Branch member Archie Simpson has collated a 

list of species seen at Myers Allotment.  The list incorporates all taxa, not just 

butterflies and moths. The records have been published on our website (https://

butterfly-conservation.org/our-work/reserves/myers-allotment-lancashire)  – if you 

have any records to contribute please email archie.simpson898@gmail.com 

I wish you all a safe and enjoyable summer and look forward to better times ahead 

when the current restrictions are lifted. 

Jane 

 

http://www.lancashire-butterflies.org.uk/report/
https://butterfly-conservation.org/our-work/reserves/myers-allotment-lancashire
https://butterfly-conservation.org/our-work/reserves/myers-allotment-lancashire
mailto:archie.simpson898@gmail.com
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Laura Sivell  awarded  ‘Outstanding Branch Volunteer 2018/19’ 

National Butterfly Conservation Award 

Laura was instrumental in founding Lancashire Branch from the ‘ashes’ of South 

Lancashire, Merseyside, West Cheshire & Clwyd in 1993. From day one, Laura 

became Branch Organiser and Secretary and in 1997 took on the additional role of 

County Recorder….in fact, Laura has held almost every officer post and to this day 

continues to ‘multi-task’. 

Laura has always done well beyond the ‘call of duty’. 

After 26 years on the committee and 22 years as 

county recorder she remains in both these posts and 

continues to produce the excellent branch report on 

the state of Lancashire’s Butterflies. If this was not 

enough Laura has also been the branch newsletter 

editor for the last 20 years....a massive task in itself. 

She has become one of the UK’s experts on the Duke of Burgundy and when Gait 

Barrow NNR’s Duke population became threatened she worked closely with Natural 

England to run a captive breeding and re-introduction programme. It is widely 

recognised that without the success of this programme the Duke would have been 

lost from Lancashire. 

Despite running key committee posts, managing the Duke programme and 

collecting and collating county records Laura still found time to attend work parties 

and to do one of the longest running transects in NW England. Using her gardening 

skills she has planted thousands of plug plants to support rare caterpillars: she is an 

excellent field lepidopterist and naturalist who is always ready to give expert advice 

on conservation matters. Laura has also given many excellent talks, guided walks 

and training sessions on ID and recording. 

In short Laura has been an outstanding member of Lancashire Branch ever since it 

was set up in 1993. This award was not only supported by all the Lancashire 

Branch committee but also by Cumbria BC and by David Wainwright and Martin 

Wain as much of her work has been focussed on saving the special  butterflies of 

Morecambe Bay. This award is richly deserved for she is an outstanding branch 

volunteer.                                                                                       Chris Winnick                                                                                                
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Lancaster Environment Centre (Lancaster 

University) -  

Dr Rosa Menendez and Dr Andrew Wilby  

Marsh Award for Promotion of Lepidoptera Conservation 

Rosa Menendez and Andrew Wilby at the Lancaster Environment Centre (Lancaster 

University) (LEC) have made a substantive and 

ongoing contribution to our knowledge of butterflies 

and moths and to the education and inspiration of a 

whole new generation of lepidopterists. They have 

made both a regional and national impact and their 

work has inspired others to push back the frontiers 

of knowledge on a range of rare and threatened species. 

At an annual event, Rosa and Andy invite approximately 50 people who are active in 

land management (landowners, managers and conservation volunteers), to a half 

day ‘report back’ where 6-8 students give summary reports on their latest research 

and its implications for land management. 

In March 2017 the first full day joint LEC/BC conference took place, organised by a 

small team of Lancashire and Cumbria Branch committee members along with Rosa 

and Andy. There were 100 delegates, and the second conference in March 2019 had 

170 delegates. The conference brings together BC members from all over Northern 

England together with landowners and managers (many from conservation partners 

in the RSPB, National Trusts, Wildlife Trusts and Forestry Commission England). The 

goodwill this has already generated is uplifting and it provides valuable educational 

and networking opportunities of real practical benefit. 

The ‘spin-off’ benefits to BC and butterfly habitat management are also 

considerable. For example, a student’s research into the status of Scotch Argus at 

Smardale Gill has led to ground-breaking work on the use of DNA testing and the 

value of a large–scale capture, mark, release and re-capture programme. 

Rosa Menendez and Andrew Wilby are inspiring a whole new generation of 

talented and enthusiastic lepidopterists. They have a tremendous working 
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BUTTERFLY RECORDING IN GREATER MANCHESTER  

(AND ELSEWHERE) 

by Peter B. Hardy 

 In spite of being a staunch believer in the concept of the historic counties of 

Britain, I have since 1994 been the butterfly recording co-ordinator for the post-

1974 entity of “Greater Manchester”. This came about because at the time when 

the “Butterflies for the New Millennium” scheme was being started, although the 

Lancashire recorder was accepting records for the part of Greater Manchester 

which falls in vice-county 59 (north of the Mersey) the Cheshire recorder was NOT 

accepting records for the part of Greater Manchester which falls in vice-county 58 

(south of the Mersey), in which I happen to live, and where I had already been 

recording since the 1980s. Accordingly I volunteered to take on the whole of 

“Greater Manchester”. 

 Living in the Mersey Valley in Sale, my own recording patch was partly within 

VC58 and partly within VC59, the river Mersey being the historic boundary between 

Lancashire and Cheshire. I was very fortunate in so far as this region was “green 

belt” and has not suffered much in the way of habitat loss through building over the 

last three decades, unlike many places around Manchester especially those nearer 

to the city centre. I have however seen other changes, especially with natural 

succession changing grassland sites, including former tips, to scrub and then 

woodland. 

relationship with BC’s Conservation Officer Martin Wain and with local BC 

volunteers, and they remain committed to this special partnership. We are 

fortunate in having them in the NW of England however their work benefits many 

rare and threatened species across the UK. We cannot think of any people or any 

institution [Lancaster University’s Environment Centre] more deserving of a BC 

Marsh Christian Conservation Award. 

Chris Winnick. 

____________________________________________________________________ 
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 Butterfly distributions have changed, as a result of the changes in the 

biotopes as well as  climate change: during the thirty years I have watched species 

such as the Small Skipper, Speckled Wood and Gatekeeper, and more recently the 

Ringlet, colonise the Valley, and conversely have witnessed the loss of the Wall and 

seen the Small Copper become very scarce. The Mersey Valley is not, of course, the 

only place where these changes have occurred, but they are more noticeable when 

they occur on one’s local beat. Recorders in Rochdale have been more fortunate in 

so far the Wall hung on there, at times continuing to reach quite high abundance 

even in the last decade, having apparently retreated to a refuge in the hills, whilst 

having been lost from most of the lowland around Manchester. 

 As well as the butterflies coming and going, recorders come and go – there 

are only a very few of those who were active when I started who are still submitting 

records. Many have seemed very keen for a few years, then faded away; others 

have appeared. It can be fascinating also 

to note the different attitudes/

approaches to recording: there are those 

who year after year submit strings of 

records all from exactly the same site; 

others travel about more; some give four

-figure grid references, some (with 

varying degrees of accuracy) six-figure; 

latterly there have been several who give 

references to eight or even ten figures. In 

the main I feel that a six-figure reference 

is best, as long as it shows accurately the point where the butterfly was actually 

seen, not a centroid of a nearby site. 

 Being a record co-ordinator is a wonderful way to improve one’s knowledge 

of the geography of the region, checking the sites and grid references against maps, 

learning which are especially good sites, and, in many cases, going to see them. In 

2008 I became involved in a project of plotting the mean altitudes of every 1 

kilometre square in Lancashire and Cheshire, some of the information from which 

was used in the Resource-based Habitat book and the remainder in a paper which 

(eventually) appeared in 2014 (Hardy, P.B., Sparks, T.H., Dennis, R.L.H. The impact of 

A Peacock chairing a meeting of Painted 

Ladies in Liverpool, 1.8.2019] 
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climatic change on butterfly geography: does climatic change produce coincident 

trends in populations, distributions and ranges? Biodiversity and Conservation, 23 

(4): 855–876). Learning more about such locations generated a wish to visit more of 

them – a wish which thanks to the absolute boon of a free bus (and local train and 

“metro”) travel pass for pensioners which I have had since 2009 I have been largely 

able to gratify. I do not possess a motor car and virtually all my travel to recording 

sites is by public transport. 

 Feeling that some parts of “Merseyside” did not seem to be as well recorded 

as “Greater Manchester”, during the last few years I have been doing quite a bit of 

recording in that part of the world as well, and during 2019 I concentrated on trying 

to draw a comparison between the inner-city parts of Manchester and Liverpool. 

For each city, I selected a 6 X 5 kilometre zone around the city centre and aimed to 

cover it as thoroughly as possible during the season, seeking out the best habitats 

but also aiming to give a fair share of attention to the not so good sectors. I have to 

state here that the incredible Painted Lady Vanessa cardui invasion of 2019 was 

very much an encouraging stimulus to this work: perhaps the highlight of the season 

was on the 1st of August when I recorded no less than two hundred and eighty-four 

of these butterflies within just over a mile of Liverpool centre, about half of them 

being in a fairly recent wood/scrubland across the road from Everton Park. At their 

peak these butterflies could seek out Buddleia bushes even in the most densely built

-up urban areas, making even the densest packed of the Victorian terraced housing 

worth visiting. The incredibly versatile Pieris rapae, the Small White, was also a 

great help – many times, this species could be relied upon to provide a record in an 

otherwise hopelessly blank grid square; it never ceases to amaze me how the 

females will seek the tiniest scraps of Crucifers growing in what looks like a totally 

inimical location and lay eggs on them.  

 At the beginning of the season, when planning this project, I anticipated that 

it would be a study in what sites had been lost and how few butterflies had 

managed to survive compared with the 1990s, but on the other hand I was quite 

agreeably impressed by how much habitat had yet managed to survive, and indeed 

how in some parts new habitats, albeit transient, had come into being following 

demolition and a few seasons of lying derelict. 
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 The most obvious difference between the two cities was the lack of river 

valleys in Liverpool. The Mersey is at this point hardy a river – it is an estuary, with 

none of the attributes of a river valley. In Manchester, there is the very significant 

valley of the Irwell (a river, incidentally, which I can remember my mother in the 

late 1950s describing as a “stream of mud and filth”, but about which in my diary 

entry for the 21st of January 2005, when I was working in Salford and quite close to 

the river, and had just seen some birds, including many Long-tailed Tits, by it, I 

wrote “the river is like a strip of purity and reality through the loathsome buildings 

and ... masses of humanity” which made up the city centre) and its tributaries the 

Irk and the Medlock. Liverpool has none such. Both cities have open green space in 

the form of public parks, which in Liverpool include the quite productive Everton 

Park, which has only existed since the early 1980s on a site which was previously 

densely-packed housing; but as regards other semi-natural biotopes I did get the 

distinct impression, with no disparagement intended to Liverpool or its inhabitants, 

that Manchester was distinctly the “winner”. 

 To conclude this article, I should like to present a few thoughts about the 

White-letter Hairstreak, Satyrium w-album. In my 1998 book, the map for this 

species (at tetrad level) showed a grand total of just six dots, five in Stockport and 

one, apparently very isolated, in Rochdale, and there was a mention of a possible 

record from Oldham. I do not think anyone would have dreamt of regarding this as 

an urban butterfly.  

In 1999, having noticed that some elms 

had survived near the Stretford sewage 

farm in the Mersey valley, where I had 

been walking regularly for more than 

twenty years, I looked closely and was 

amazed to discover that S. w-album was 

breeding there – maybe it had been there 

all along and I just hadn’t noticed it! As the 

trees grew, the colony strengthened. Then 

in 2006, when working and recording in 

Salford, I noticed an elm on Hulme Street, 

close to the railway and heavy industry, and thought it looked the sort of tree that if 

[S. w-album at its only known site in Wy-

thenshawe, June 2018] 
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it had been in a suitable rural location could well have supported the butterfly. I was 

however astounded when in 2015 Kenneth Haydock and Jill Mills of Horwich, in the 

course of their very intensive study of S. w-album in Lancashire (including Greater 

Manchester) found that it WAS breeding on this tree, as well as others near the 

Salford university! The environment of the Hulme Street tree has since totally 

changed; the industry has moved out, and huge blocks of flats have been built all 

around, and several smaller elms that were on the other side of the street either 

died or were destroyed, but as at 2019 the tree in question still survived and the 

butterfly was still on it. 

  

 Thanks to the efforts of K. Haydock and J. Mills, and others including Gavin 

Ashworth and Sonia Allen in Rochdale, and a very thoroughgoing survey by Stephen 

Smith in Oldham, especially in 2018, it is now clear, from a map of the last five 

years’ records, that the White-letter Hairstreak is distributed throughout the 

Manchester area, in urban as well as rural biotopes, anywhere where elms survive. 

This is almost certainly not due to any increase in range, or numbers, of the 

butterfly, but to the increased effort made by recorders to see it. Sadly also there is 

a downside: a further outbreak of disease has caused the loss of many elms 

especially in south Manchester; the colony by the Stretford sewage farm has been 

lost and so no doubt have many more. We intend to continue closely monitoring 

this butterfly species, and there are still some gaps in the map which have not been 

thoroughly surveyed. We would like to hear from anyone who might be interested 

in checking some of these gaps. 
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Butterfly or Moth: Just What is the Difference Exactly? 

By Steve Benner 

 Have you ever wondered what makes a butterfly somehow different from a 

moth? It was a question that I asked a lot when I first became interested in moths 

because I could not understand why so many butterfly enthusiasts would simply 

dismiss any moth they encountered, regardless of how like a butterfly it appeared, 

as something ‘other’ and, by inference, inferior. Somehow, none of the answers I 

received felt entirely satisfactory. Let’s take a closer look at the most commonly 

quoted ones… 

Butterflies are big, bright and colourful; moths are small and drab. 

One does not have to look very far to show that 

this assertion doesn’t hold  true universally, 

either for butterflies or for moths. It is hard, for 

example, to apply the description ‘big, bright and 

colourful’ to a butterfly such as the Dingy Skipper, 

which is considerably smaller and drabber than 

many moths. Equally, labelling a moth as large 

and showy as, say, the Large Emerald (right) as ‘small and drab’ would surely need 

someone to have a particularly jaundiced eye? 

 

Butterflies fly by day; moths only fly at night.  

Spend any time at all in a hay meadow in the summer 

and you soon learn the fallacy of this. Moths such as 

the Chimney Sweeper, Mother Shipton, Speckled 

Yellow (left), Burnet Companion, as well as the 

Burnet moths themselves, are almost only ever 

found flying in the sunshine alongside our late spring 

and early summer butterflies. (Note incidentally, that very few of these could be 

called small and drab, either!) In addition, it is not uncommon to see night-flying 

moths out and about during the day too, hunting out sources of nectar or simply 

basking in the sun. Cinnabar, for example, are often to seen flying amongst tall 
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grasses in meadow hedgerows in August; Yellow Shell 

can be a common sight, flitting along hedgerows or 

through open woodland; migrant Silver Y (right), are 

often to be found refuelling at the blossoms of garden 

shrubs on sunny days.  Equally, butterflies can often be 

found out nectaring under cover of darkness.  Nor is it 

unknown for them to be found in moth traps left out overnight. 

Butterflies hold their wings fully open or closed over their backs like a sail; moths fold 

their wings like a tent over their bodies. 

We all know the characteristic pose of an adult butterfly — with wings either fully 

open to the sun, showing off their splendour to all and sundry, or else clamped 

firmly shut and held like a sail over its back (whereupon 

it so often magically disappears from sight.)  Moths, on 

the other hand, hold their wings differently, we’re told. 

Although, actually, many don’t. Observe many of the 

UK’s 300-odd Geometrid moths, such as Cream Wave 

(right) or Dusky Thorn (below), and you’ll be hard 

pushed to  find any 

difference in their pose from that of a butterfly. 

Additionally, some people will also tell you that moths 

and butterflies have different wing coupling 

mechanisms from each other and that this leads to 

different flight characteristics.  

The most quoted fact is 

that moths possess a frenulo-retinacular wing coupling, 

in which a spine  (frenulum) at the base of the leading 

edge of the underwing hooks into a tuft of hairs 

(retinaculum) on the underside of the forewing. This 

mechanism is absent in butterflies. But whilst this 

difference comes close to separating butterflies from 

moths, there is one species in the UK which messes up even this distinction — the 

Emperor Moth (right), like the butterflies, lacks any such wing coupling. So, even 

resorting to this level of anatomical difference does not universally hold true. 
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The antennae of butterflies are club-shaped; those of moths aren’t.    

In their Field Guide to the Moths of Great Britain and Ireland, Paul Waring and 

Martin Townsend have the following advice for telling a moth from a butterfly: ‘the 

British butterflies can be distinguished from nearly 

all British moths by their clubbed  antennae.’ But 

note that the authors have had to be qualify this 

statement with ‘nearly all’ because it doesn’t hold 

true for all moth or butterfly species — just 

compare the antennae of any of the Skipper 

butterflies (right) with those of any Clearwing 

(below left) or Burnet Moth (below right).  Are 

these really so very different?    I would suggest not.    

Step outside the UK and the situation becomes even less clear cut. Africa, for 

instance, has species of Pieridae butterflies (close relatives of our Whites) which 

have no trace of clubbing of their antennae. So, whilst this distinction may make for 

a useful field identification tip in the UK, it is by no means a universal or definitive 

difference between the two groups. 
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Moth larvae feed on clothes; butterfly larvae don’t. 

It is well known that moths eat clothes and carpets and 

curtains. And, of course, valuable museum tapestries. 

Moths simply can’t help themselves, it seems. Or 

rather, they do just help themselves, and all too often. 

This belief is old and very ingrained. In his fascinating 

book, Emperors, Admirals and Chimney Sweepers, Peter 

Marren tells us that the word ‘moth’ derives from the word for ‘maggot’ and 

originally meant any small pest that chews its way through domestic items. The 

moth, apparently, was “named not so much for what it was as what it did”.  

But what of reality? Some species of moth can indeed be problematic around 

domestic textiles: the larva of the Case-bearing Clothes Moth (above) is a detritus-

feeder with a penchant for hair and therefore wool. The larvae evade predation by 

encasing themselves within chewed fragments of their food-stuff, making this a 

moth that adds insult to injury by not only eating your socks but by wearing them 

too! The Brown House Moth larva is another detritus-feeder which seems to be 

particularly fond of cotton fibres, making it a pest of curtains and carpets, as well as 

the linen drawer generally. But beyond these two, it is 

hard to find many other moth species in the UK that 

might present a similar risk to your woollies. Just like 

most butterfly species, the vast bulk of moth larvae 

(such as that of Buff-tip, right) prefer a diet of growing 

plant matter. (Not that this makes them any less of a 

pest in some cases, of course, but at least that’s a trait that they share with many 

butterflies!) 

 

So, where does that leave us? 

Deciding precisely which particular features delineate any one group of things from 

another is, of course, the domain of the taxonomist. For a definitive answer to our 

question, therefore, we need to turn to taxonomy. Fortunately, there is no need to 

delve too deeply into this complex and highly technical  field. If we examine the 

taxonomic progression (right) from the simplest, more ‘primitive’ Lepidoptera 
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species at the top to the most ‘advanced’ at the bottom of the sequence, we quickly 

find that the butterflies do not occupy any particularly prominent or privileged 

position within this sequence to mark them out as in any way special. Firstly, the 

number of butterfly species in the UK list 

— some 80-odd in total — is completely 

dwarfed by almost 2500 species of 

moths. Furthermore, the six families of 

butterflies sit just over half way through 

the sequence, indicating that as a group 

they are neither the least nor the most 

highly evolved of the Lepidoptera — 

there are large numbers of moth species 

both above and below them. It is clear 

that as far as taxonomists are concerned, 

there really is nothing about butterflies 

that makes them anything more than a 

very specific (and not particularly 

numerous) group of moths. 

It would appear that our ancestors 

thought much the same way. Peter 

Marren’s research into the source of the 

word ‘butterfly’ suggests that it 

essentially meant ‘pale-coloured flying 

pest’. Once upon a time, butterflies were 

seen as nothing more than the flying 

manifestation of those grubby little 

pests, the moths. Our perception of 

butterflies has moved on. Perhaps it’s 

time the popular view of all the other 

moths did too. 
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My Top Tips on Butterfly Gardening  

By Chris Winnick 

These tips are in not in order of merit...but if you can make use of even just a few 

tips our butterflies and moths would be delighted! I should also point out that there 

is also excellent advice on butterfly gardening available from BC both as a leaflet and 

on their brilliant web site.  

GARDEN BORDERS.  

[1] Remember gardens should not just be about nectar sources for adult 

butterflies gardens can be great for caterpillar food plants and as habitat 

providing shelter, roosting and hibernation. 

[2] Buddleia really is the best nectar source.... BUT plant a 

mix of varieties [mainly purples and white davidi] in 

different locations/aspects and prune at different times/

levels of vigour! If you plan it right you can have flowers 

on at least some from June to September!....especially if 

you prune to encourage a second flowering. 

[3] Make the most of south facing locations - you could 

always move pots into the sun....they really do love sun! 

Pots are also great for small or urban gardens and for 

plants that need to over-winter e.g. Lantana. 

[4] Look in parks, gardens, nurseries to see which flowers butterflies 

prefer......but be a little cautious with large garden centres that buy for colour 

and vigour but not for nectar. Usually the ‘old fashioned’ cottage garden 

plants are best. 

[5] Look as above...... but in spring, summer and 

autumn to give year round nectar.....e.g. Aubrietia, Sweet 

Rocket and perennial wallflower ‘Bowles Mauve’ are great 

in spring; Valerian, Oregano/Marjoram, Nepeta [cat mint] 

and Thyme are good in early summer; Lavender 

[angustifolia] , Hemp Agrimony [eupatorium cannabinum], 

and Cone flower [Echinacea] in mid-summer and Sedum 

Peacocks on      
Buddleia 

Small Tortoiseshells on 
Marjoram 
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spectabiles [go for light shades of pink and white] Aster [Patricia Ballard and 

Marie Ballard] and most Veronica’s are great in late summer. 

[6] Grow the above in clumps, [not singly] dead head to prolong flowering and 

water regularly as this boosts the nectar levels. 

[7] Have a tall plants at the back and shortest at the front but do not forget to 

plant some shrubs at the back too....and even some climbers like honeysuckle 

and Ivy. Also if you have stone walls or even better brick walls leave some 

exposed in the sun for the butterflies to sunbathe after they have eaten! 

Some of the best shrubs include Cotoneasters, Hebes [Great Orme, Mid 

Summer Beauty and Albicans] and of course Ivy....great as a late source of 

nectar for Red Admirals but also for Holly Blue and for roosting/hibernating. 

[8] Do not forget Moths! Most of the nectar rich plants are good for moths, bees 

and hover- flies but go for Honeysuckle, Sweet Rocket, night scented Stocks 

and tobacco plant [nicotiana alata]. Moth caterpillars also love Oak, Willow, 

Ash, Hazel, Birch and other native broad-leaved trees and shrubs. 

[9] If you can plant or encourage a mixed native 

hedge....include Hawthorn, Blackthorn, Holly, 

Willow, Privet, and some Bramble....with a few non-

native Buddleia! Prune but not evenly and not every 

year or at the same time each year. Even better if 

you can allow taller trees such as Ash, Willow and 

Hazel to grow through in places.  

WILD GARDENS. 

[1] Look for areas in the sun that have poor soil or where you can strip off the top 

layer of soil to encourage wild grasses and flowers. Thin or even stony soil 

gives wild flowers and grasses a chance to not be out competed by more 

vigorous plants that prefer better soil.  

[2] Encourage wild flowers that grow well in your area, you could collect seed 

locally....if possible include Thistles, red and white Clover, Ox-eye daisy , 

common Knapweed [centaurea nigra] and field Scabious. If you do not collect 

seed you could buy one of the special ‘butterfly seed mixes’ available from 

Small Tortoiseshell on Privet 

flowers 
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specialist suppliers....but you will still need to strip the surface! Dandelion, 

Daisy and Clover are not weeds...but valuable nectar sources. 

[3] [Fine grasses are food plants for members of the ‘Brown’ family...including 

Meadow Brown and Ringlet. AVOID Rye grass and other garden centre 

grasses for lawns. Instead go for Common Bent, 

Crested Dog’s Tail, Red Fescue and Smooth 

Meadow Grass......again available from specialist 

suppliers. Cut/mow the grass at different heights 

and times [infrequently] to create 

diversity.....taller grass and shorter grass provide 

the ideal range of micro-climates. You could use a 

strimmer or a mower on different height settings. 

[4] After cutting LIGHTLY rake off the thatch....do not leave to ‘choke’ the 

grass....but can do cutting and raking on a rotational basis. The thatch could 

be piled up to create a compost suitable for mini-beasts and 

hibernators.....even grass snakes. 

[5] Grow Nettles, Birds foot Trefoil, Garlic Mustard and Nasturtium [and 

Cabbage?] as food plants for Red Admiral, Comma, Peacock, Small 

Tortoiseshell, Common Blue, Orange Tip, Large White, Small White and Green

-Veined White.  

FINALLY.... Get children involved from planning /designing the borders and wild 

areas to sowing seed, planting out, watering, dead-heading, finding eggs, rearing 

caterpillars and recording/photographing adults.....they love it. It could even inspire 

creative writing and art and they will become the next generation of naturalists. 

USEFUL CONTACTS: butterfly-conservation.org, 

mothscount.org, munchingcaterpillars.org, 

habitataid.co.uk, wildseed.co.uk, 

bluebellcottage.co.uk, beehappyplants.co.uk, 

floralocale.org, crocus.co.uk. 

 

Meadow Brown 

Comma on Rudbeckia 
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My Best Butterfly Day Ever 

by Brian Hancock 

That’s a big claim considering I have been enjoying butterflies for almost 70 years, 

but I don’t think I am exaggerating. I still have the “Observers book of British 

Butterflies” a now rather shaky copy given to me on my 10th birthday by 

grandparents. I used to stay with them at New Mills just over the border in 

Derbyshire. I remember my early attempts to catch the abundant Small 

Tortoiseshells and Peacocks by throwing a shawl over them and manipulating them 

into a jam jar. Wall butterflies were particularly common too.  My rather few 

species in those days were ticked off and some 65 years later they are all ticked and 

photographed. My eureka moment was when my parents were visiting the Festival 

of Britain in 1951. There was a large display of living British butterflies. I begged my 

parents to take me to the North Downs where I hoped to see some blues. The 

month was August we had no idea where to go so my father took potluck and we 

got off the train at Knockholt station in Kent. There at the back of the station was 

some downland and after a short search I caught a Chalkhill Blue, my target, I was 

hooked. Looking at the station now on Google earth I can still see some suitable 

looking habitat. I must have a look next time I am passing! 

I have lived in the North West most of my life and I can’t believe it has taken me so 

long to discover the Great Orme. Less than two hours away for most of us in 

Lancashire. I had known for a long time 

that Silver-studded Blue could be found 

there but I had seen this species in 

several places in the south. I had been 

thinking of visiting for some time but 

some reason or other I could not make it 

or the weather was poor for its flight 

period of the second half of June and I 

was not quite sure where I should be 

searching. 

This summer I had an invitation to stay 

with an old friend in Colwyn Bay, so I 

The Old Toll House. Go up the paths left or 

right. 
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jumped at the chance and chose the 26/27th June 2019. I discovered filed away, a 

cutting I had kept from an old British Butterfly Conservation number on where to 

look on the Great Orme. The afternoon I arrived I parked as advised near the old Toll 

House at the junction of Abbey Road and the Marine Drive, SH 770821. There was 

high cloud but that did not matter, I was in for a treat. You go up a short zigzag path 

heading west and find yourself on the appropriately name Invalids path, with only a 

slight incline. 

I had barely gone up the path and the blues were everywhere around the abundant 

Rock Rose. Even in Europe I don’t think I have seen so many butterflies in one place. 

I could fit a dozen at once into a camera frame. The lack of sun was a bonus as its 

was warm and windless, so they were basking readily and presenting unrivalled 

photo opportunities. They were mostly in excellent condition and the females 

particularly beautiful being a mixture of blue 

and brown.  After two hours of heaven I left 

only to return for another two hours next 

morning. This time there was sunshine and 

moderate wind, so the photo opportunities 

were not so good. The blues were basking 

but lower down amongst the herbage. I 

must have seen hundreds and total 

population must be well in the 1000s. 

Further along the invalid’s path there is a 
Male and female undersides 

Silver-studded Blue subspecies caernenis is 

smaller than the nominate form 

The caernensis subspecies female is much 

bluer than the nominate form 
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steep zigzag path up the Orme. They 

were still there but fewer, though a 

bonus was sighting of the diminutive 

form of the Grayling called thyone 

that is only found on the Orme. The 

final icing on the cake as one of 

Britain’s rarest moths, the Silky Wave 

a couple of which were easily 

disturbed from their larval food plant 

Rock Rose. Apart from the Orme it’s 

only found at one site in the Avon 

Gorge and on the Gower Glamorgan. 

Don’t put off a visit, you should not be disappointed, you are in for a treat! 
____________________________________________________________________ 

A Silky Wave, one of Britain’s most local species. 

Forester Moth - a day-flying moth on the Sefton Coast which 

could be in trouble by Richard B Walker, VC59 Moth Recorder 

The four sites where one could have seen Forester, Adscita statices, usually 

nectaring in afternoon sunshine on Ragwort would appear to have become only 

one. With regularly daily searches over the last few years no sightings have been 

seen in the three small Formby sites, Larkhill, last seen 2013, Massam Slack 1982 

and Asparagus Field 2015. In all cases the larval food plant, Sheep's Sorrel, has been 

over grown by bramble, broom, gorse and rank grasses. All these potentially “lost” 

areas were little more than half an acre in size. 

Ainsdale NNR, though a small site of about three acres it 

now has two public dog walking paths through it but with 

an abundance of Sheep Sorrel it looks healthy enough. 

Numbers of adult Foresters over the years have 

fluctuated but the site is by no means safe in the long run. 

There have been a number of Forester sightings away 

from the Pinfold Meadow and I would ask anyone visiting 

this area for bird, butterfly, bee or plant observations etc 

to note any Forester moths and pass on details to me.  
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Reintroducing the Large Heath Butterfly into the 

Manchester Mosslands 

By Jo Kennedy, Living Landscapes Development Manager and Great 

Manchester Wetlands Partnership Coordinator, Lancashire Wildlife 

Trust 

Originally named the Manchester Argus, after the area where it was first discovered 

in the 18th century, the Large Heath butterfly has been missing from the mosslands 

around Manchester and Liverpool for around 100 years.  

Found in the north of the British Isles, the Large Heath is unique in that it is more or 

less confined to boggy areas. It breeds in open, wet areas ideally with a base of 

sphagnum moss, interspersed with dense tussocks of Hare’s-tail Cotton-grass 

Eriophorum vaginatum (the food plant of the larvae) and also abundant Cross-

leaved Heath Erica tetralix (the main nectar source for the adults) and other plant 

species characteristic of high-quality mire. The large colonies that used to exist in 

the mosses around Manchester and Liverpool disappeared due mainly to the loss of 

their habitats through drainage of the peatland for 

agriculture and extraction. 

The Large Heath is an orange-brown coloured butterfly 

with a wingspan of 3.5-4 cm and distinctive spots on 

the wings.  The adults are on the wing between mid to 

late June and early August, with July the best month to 

see them.  Unusually for butterflies the Large Heath 

can be seen flying in quite dull, overcast conditions as long as the air temperature is 

above 14oC.  The adults always come to rest with their wings closed where you can 

easily see the distinctive spots.  

The size of the underwing spots varies across its range; a heavily spotted form 

(davus) is found in lowland England, a virtually spotless race (scotica) in northern 

Scotland, and a range of intermediate races elsewhere (referred to as polydama).  

While still widespread in parts of Ireland and Scotland, the butterfly has declined 

seriously in England and Wales. Extinct in Cheshire, Greater Manchester and 

Merseyside, in Lancashire the Large Heath, a priority BAP species, hangs on in just 

three places - the Bowland Fells, Winmarleigh and Cockerham Moss SSSI and 
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Heysham Moss SSSI (where it has been recently reintroduced), populations all 

considered to be isolated.  

But now there are plans to improve the lot of the Large Heath. Supported by the 

Great Manchester Wetlands Partnership, fantastic efforts have been made over the 

last 10-15 years to restore the remaining fragments of lowland raised bog around 

the Manchester Mosslands area by organisations including Lancashire Wildlife Trust, 

Warrington Borough Council Ranger Service, Cheshire Wildlife Trust and Natural 

England.  

Now these organisations are working together on a new project, the Manchester 

Mosslands Species Reintroduction project. This was started in 2018 by Great 

Manchester Wetlands and incorporates wider partners including Chester Zoo, the 

North West Rare Plants Initiative, Butterfly Conservation, as well as a number of the 

region’s academic institutions and local authorities, to reintroduce a range of plant 

and animal species (including the Large Heath) to restored habitat firstly in this 

Special Area of Conservation and then more widely across the GM Wetlands Nature 

Improvement Area. 

The organisations involved in the Species Reintroduction 

project are Lancashire Wildlife Trust, Cheshire Wildlife Trust, 

Warrington Borough Council, Natural England, the North 

West Rare Plants Initiative, Chester Zoo, Butterfly 

Conservation, Manchester Metropolitan University, 

Liverpool John Moores University, Friends of Chat Moss and 

the University of Liverpool.  

The project has received funding from Veolia Environmental 

Trust and Casey Group Ltd, with support as well from Salford 

City Council, Warrington Borough Council, Wigan Council and Bolton Metropolitan 

Borough Council to carry out habitat improvement work, incorporating plant 

reintroductions, and the first phase of Large Heath reintroductions.  

The first step in the Large Heath project was to undertake a habitat suitability 

assessment. Initial site surveys were done in the summer of 2018 with the expert 

assistance of Tim Melling of the RSPB. Of the 7 mossland sites assessed within the 

GM Wetlands area, 2 sites within the Manchester Mosslands SAC were deemed to 
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be likely to be suitable as they contained the necessary tussocks of Hare’s Tail 

Cotton Grass required by the caterpillars, as well as Cross-Leaved Heath and other 

food plants for the adults.  

Recommendations for how to bring the other sites into suitable condition were 

made and are now being acted on by partners, so that the reintroduction 

programme can expand in future years. The project group is conscious of the need 

to follow the IUCN reintroductions protocol and has worked with Liverpool John 

Moores University’s Dr Sarah Dalrymple to develop an assessment tool project staff 

can use to ensure the project is taking the right approach, recording the necessary 

information and obtaining permissions to support best practice.  

This initial assessment was then further investigated, verified and supported by 

more formal feasibility studies undertaken through Manchester Metropolitan and 

Liverpool John Moores Universities, which have confirmed the suitability 

(dependant on further planting of the necessary species that support Large Heath) 

of the initially identified sites and the requirements to bring other sites into suitable 

condition.  

The project group has drawn on the work earlier this decade by Lancashire Wildlife 

Trust and Chester Zoo in reintroducing the Large Heath to Heysham Moss and were 

keen to join forces again. Core partners worked with Chester Zoo staff to develop a 

plan for this reintroduction, based on the process undertaken for the Heysham 

Moss reintroductions and learning lessons from the former project. The earlier 

project was supported by Dave Wainwright of Butterfly Conservation, chair of the 

UK BAP Steering Group for Large Heath, and he has been consulted on the approach 

undertaken in this project.  

Due to the large distance from extant populations and the sedentary nature of the 

Large Heath, it is unlikely that the butterfly could re-colonise Manchester Mosslands 

naturally, so a donor site is needed. Winmarleigh Moss has a strong population and 

was used successfully as the donor site for the Heysham reintroduction.  Surveys 

were carried out to assess the population size and licenses to take adults were 

obtained from Natural England. Chester Zoo also applied for licenses to rear the 

caterpillars in captivity. Other licensed activities are the release and the introduction 

of plant species onto the SAC sites.  
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This year, the first phase of the project started, with the capture of 6 female 

butterflies from Winmarleigh Moss in June. The weather was not kind and there was 

much anxiety over whether the short window of opportunity while the butterflies 

were on the wing would be missed. Thankfully, the sun came out and, with the help 

of expert zoo staff, the requisite gravid butterflies were whisked away down the 

motorway to their new home at Chester Zoo. Earlier in the year, Lancashire Wildlife 

Trust had supplied tussocks of Hare’s Tail Cottongrass for the zoo staff to use to 

make a home for the butterflies and the ensuing caterpillars. 

The latest update is that, after the females had laid 

their eggs in their special enclosure, over 150 tiny 

caterpillars hatched in August and are being 

carefully monitored and protected. Zoo staff used 

fine art paintbrushes to handle and transport the 

little creatures, which are around a couple of 

millimetres in size when first emerged. They are 

growing fast and should overwinter in the cotton grass.  

While this has been happening, partners and volunteers have also been busy 

improving the condition of the planned release sites, as recommended in the 

feasibility studies, with further planting of bog species to support the Large Heath. 

10,000 plants including Cross-Leaved Heath and Hare’s Tail Cotton Grass have been 

put in and this should be boosted further in 2020.  

The next stage of the reintroduction plan is, when the caterpillars pupate, for the 

pupae to be transported to holding areas on the release sites in spring or early 

summer 2020, where they will be carefully monitored. On hatching, the adult 

butterflies will be netted and taken to the areas on the mosslands intended for their 

release.   

Consecutively with the release of the first phase of butterflies, the second phase of 

monitoring (hopefully with the help of Lancashire Butterfly Conservation 

volunteers!), capture and rearing will start. At least three phases are planned to 

start with while partners are also working on improving the other possible 

reintroduction sites to allow for further phases, funding permitting. 

The project is a superb team effort and could not be achieved without the passion, 

commitment, advice and support of all organisations involved.  
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An Anniversary Look At The History of Butterfly Conservation 

Through Its Magazine......a belated PART IV. [issue 86-132] 

This will be a romp through some of the features that caught my eye over the last 

15 years. What had started as a two part article to mark BC’s 50th anniversary has 

‘spread its wings’ and time-scale......well there have been 132 issues to re-read! 

Issue 86 in spring 2004 had 36 pages in full colour with a balance of 70% articles and 

30% advertising. Chairman, Dudley Cheesman, reminded readers that the recently 

adopted ‘Memorandum of Association’ stated that 

‘The Society is established for charitable purposes, for 

the advancement of education and for other purposes 

beneficial to the community’. He challenges us all to 

‘inspire our children and grand-children’....something 

that is as important today as ever. Education articles 

feature as does ‘The importance of Transect data’ the 

decline of the High Brown and Wall butterflies and 

‘Monitoring the Netted Carpet’. [Also see issue 96] There is also a two page spread 

on BC’s now 27 reserves....with the Chequered Skipper reserve at Allt Mhuic the 

only one north of Shipley!  

The Shipley reserve is featured in issue 88 and is 

described as ‘tiny but the perfect illustration of 

an urban wildlife refuge’. Matthew Oates also 

has an article on the Purple Emperor in this 

issue...... his book on the same is due out later in 

2020. With more butterfly watchers armed with 

binoculars it is worth re-reading Patrick 

Bonham’s article in issue 89.Paul Kirkland looks at the ecology and status of the 

Scotch Argus in Scotland and for those in the NW happy to travel [but not too far!] 

why not visit one of the best butterfly sites in N. Wales at Eyarth Rocks.....just south 

of Ruthin....I suggest in spring to see the PBF and SPBF. Clive Farrell also pays tribute 

to the life of Miriam Rothschild.  

BC’s Dan Hoare writes about the PBF in issue 90, a species close to the heart of 

many in the Morecambe Bay area, and the wonderful Dorset BC reserve ‘Alners 

Photo: Tim Melling 

Netted Carpet 
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Gorse’ is also featured. In the following issue Richard Fox writes about ‘Britian’s 

Moths in Major Decline’ but there is some good news as Rob Petley-Jones discovers 

the first English colony of Rosy Marsh moth since 1850 [at Roudsea Wood NNR.]  

Dave Wainwright was appointed North York Moors project officer in Nov. 2005. 

Richard Fox writes about ‘The State of Butterflies 

in Britain and Ireland’ in the summer 2006 

magazine following a major publication and Sam 

Ellis looks at plans for the Duke in the NE and the 

re-introduction of Marsh Fritillary in Cumbria. 

Issue 93 reports on the successful return of the 

Large Blue and in the following magazine Sam reflects on the state of the HBF in 

Morecambe Bay....sadly just 13 years later some of these sites no longer support 

this iconic butterfly. Summer 2007 saw reports on the 20,000 Marsh Fritillary 

caterpillars released in Cumbria [organised by Steve Doyle] and reference is made to 

Scotland’s top butterfly site....the Mabie Forest just south of Dumfries and 1hr from 

Carlisle. 

Issue 97 [summer 2008] marks the 40th anniversary of BC and at 40 pages is 

described as the ‘biggest ever’...this depends on your definition as many earlier A4 

issues were also 40 pages [and in the 1980’s there were issues of 60 plus A5 

pages....smaller pages but with smaller type and no advertisement] This and the 

next issue contain a wonderful potted history of BC 

written by Lester Cowling and rather than summarise I 

recommend it to be re-read. However I will ‘leak’ one 

snippet......’15 years ago Martin Warren had to rely on an 

old Amstrad with a noisy daisy wheel printer. It took 

several minutes to chug through a single page but it saved 

the cost of employing a typist.....12 years ago BC acquired 

its first PC enabling the office to use e-mail: something that not all were convinced 

about at the time’ How things have changed!   

Another milestone was reached with the 100th issue in spring 2009.....and the 

changing of Chairman from Dudley Cheesman to Maurice Avent. [Some will 

remember Maurice who came with David Dennis, his successor, to open BC’s only 

Reserve in the NW at Myers Allotment in Silverdale. Within this 40 page issue are a 
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photo of Steve Doyle receiving his outstanding volunteer award, a report by Richard 

Fox on the ‘Moths Count’ project, an interview with our President David 

Attenborough and articles on the launch of the ‘Wider Countryside Survey’ and the 

‘Return of the Marsh Fritillary’ to Cumbria. The Morecambe Bay HBF project is 

briefly referenced in issues 101 and 102 and the updated [and still the best] 

butterfly book by Thomas and Lewington features in 

issue 103....as does an article on ‘Monitoring 

Butterfly Abundance’.  

The first ever ‘Big Butterfly Count’ [that has done so 

much for citizen science and for BC recognition and 

membership] was launched in 2010 and BC’s sixth 

International Symposium at Reading was described 

as ‘the world’s biggest gathering of butterfly experts’. In the next issue there are 

two articles of local interest....further details on the ‘GrantScape’ funded HBF 

project and an article on the ‘Moths of the Lowland Limestone of North Lancashire.’ 

The topic of light pollution and moths is considered in issue 106 and there are 

reports on the exciting conservation work taking place as part of the South East 

Woodlands Project. Butterfly Magazine has long advertised books....and then came 

videos and DVD’s but this is the first time I have seen two butterfly ‘apps’ described 

and recommended.  

Issue 109 confirmed a record 300 members had 

attended the national AGM/Members Day at 

Cheltenham Racecourse and David Dennis spoke of 

his honour and delight at being appointed Chairman 

of BC. Richard Fox and Tom Brereton highlighted 

alarming findings in the ‘State of the UK’s Butterflies’ 

and made recommendations to help reverse these 

declines......with ‘maintain and restore high quality 

habitats through landscape-scale projects delivered 

by partnerships of conservation organisations and 

local communities’ as top of their six point plan of 

action. George Tordoff wrote on ‘Hairstreak Hedges’ 

and Tom Prescott on wildlife friendly farming in Scotland and the habitat 
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management of some Scottish iconic butterflies and moths. The launch of funding 

for the ‘Munching Caterpillars’ initiative was also reported.                                                                                                

By issue 112 the magazine had had a ‘make over’ with a very modern, sleek and 

simplified cover design.....dominated by the single word ‘Butterfly’ and a single 

striking picture of a butterfly or moth. Moths heavily feature with the ‘Magic of 

Micros,’ the ‘Chalk Carpet’ and the ‘Mountain Moths of Scotland’. It was a delight to 

read how some farms, in this case the rolling downland farm of Henry Edmunds on 

the Hampshire-Wiltshire border, can be a beacon of good farming practice and 

wildlife management. [A joy to read and hopefully an inspiration to farmers.] Also 

Lester Cowling announced his retirement as Senior 

Publicity officer and Editor of ‘Butterfly’ magazine. 

There was some depressing reading in issue 113 with 

‘Dukes in Hazard’, ‘Washout 2012 for UK Butterflies’ 

and ’40 Years Crash in UK Larger Moths’. Better news 

followed in issue 114 with ‘Absolutely Fabulous 

Summer of Butterflies’, ‘Winning Ways for Wood 

Whites’ and ‘Progress for Pearls’. Spring 2014 brings us an article by our own Dave 

Wainwright on ‘Clever Coppicing’ for the HBF....an update on the GrantScape/SITA 

Trust funded project to help keep fritillaries in Morecambe Bay. Also of interest that 

excellent author and naturalist Peter Marren asks and answers the question ‘Have 

you wondered why moths acquired their poetic names’? Peter repeats this process 

with butterflies in the summer issue. 

By issue 117 Jim Asher had succeeded David Dennis in becoming chair and issue 123 

marked a watershed in BC with the farewell of retiring Chief Executive Martin 

Warren. In Martin’s own words ‘summing up 23 years at BC 

is not easy.....first as Conservation officer in 1983 and later 

as CEO......over this time I have seen BC’s turnover rise from 

£300,000 to £3.4m, staff increase from 3 to 75 and 

membership rise to over 30,000. It has been a fantastic 

journey and a great team effort.’ His long term colleague 

and Head of Science, Nigel Bourn, also pays tribute to the 

remarkable contribution made to BC by Martin. Julie 

Williams was appointed acting CEO.                                                                                                                            

Wood White 
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In issue 124 we can celebrate with Rob Petley-Jones as he is awarded the Marsh 

Christian Trust Life Time Achievement Award for his outstanding contribution to the 

conservation of butterflies and moths. [See article in previous newsletter for more 

on Rob’s remarkable lifetime contribution.] This issue also has the first of a series of 

handy guides on butterfly ID with ‘Separating the Skippers’ and more from Peter 

Marren on the Latin names of moths.   In the next issue Julie Williams pays tribute 

to former BC Chair Stephen Jeffcoat who sadly passed away in March 2017.He 

became a trustee in 1998 and Chair from 1999 to 20003. He did much to make BC 

the modern and professional outfit it is and along with Jim Asher was a key figure 

behind ‘The Millennium Atlas of Butterflies in Britain and 

Ireland’. 

The autumn issue of 2017 confirms the permanent 

appointment of Julie as CEO. Having worked for BC since 2000 

Julie became Director of Finance and Administration in 2003 

and Deputy CEO in 2013.....and as I write this in 2020 what a 

fantastic job she has done! There is an update on the ‘Dukes 

and Blues’ project in the Cotswolds and a handy article on 

‘Separating the Smaller Fritillaries’ by Sam Ellis and an article on 

‘Managing the Morecambe Bay Limestones’ by Dave Wainwright and Martin Wain. 

‘Butterfly’ issue 127 is the first of three for 2018 celebrating BC’s 50th anniversary. 

Complete with a stunning ‘golden’ HBF on a black background [perhaps the most 

striking cover ever?] there is an article by Liam Creedon reflecting back on the 

‘characters that made BC into the organisation it is today’, Sam continued with his 

ID feature on ‘Separating the Larger Fritillaries’ and Prof Dave 

Goulson [founder of the Bumblebee Conservation Trust] gave a 

timely warning that there is enough neonicotinoid in a single 

dog flea treatment to kill 16 million bees. Forty page issue 128 

was also in reflective anniversary mood with Nigel Bourn 

charting the growth of BC’s conservation work and Sandra 

Muldoon [Head of Fundraising] looking back on the growing 

role of Branches and Volunteers. On a local note Martin Wain 

looked at how fritillary conservation has benefitted the 

nationally rare White-spotted Sable moth in Morecambe Bay. 
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There is also an article by Patrick Barkham on the state of UK butterflies 10 years 

after his excellent book ‘Butterfly Isles’ was published. 

In the final anniversary issue [No. 129] Jim Asher looks at the ‘Volunteer Story’ over 

the last 50 years.....demonstrating that active volunteers remain the ‘backbone’ of 

the society. Phil Sterling looks at ‘Moths below the Surface’ and there are reports 

on the success of the ‘All the Moors’ fritillary project in the SW and the return of 

the Chequered Skipper to the Rockingham Forest.        

This really marks the end of my 50th anniversary romp 

through the history of BC through its ‘Butterfly’ magazine. 

However issue 132 came through my letter box in the 

autumn of 2019 with a different editor and production 

company. With 11 out of 36 pages of adverts the 70% articles 

to 30% adverts split remains the same as in issue 86 in 2004!  

The paper is almost too thin but the layout and use of colour 

photography is outstanding....and the articles are as 

fascinating as ever. 

Also after five years at the helm Jim Asher stepped down as Chairman....and handed 

over to Karen Goldie-Morrison at the Shrewsbury Members Day and AGM. I hope 

there will be an article on Jim’s role in a forthcoming magazine as his record and 

contribution to BC over decades has been exceptional. With membership now 

topping 40,000 and branches so busy with their outstanding recording, fundraising 

and conservation work BC has flourished over the last 50 years. Karen will pick up 

the reins from Jim with BC in fine shape for the future....and with an outstanding 

CEO and team of talented, dedicated and hard working staff.......and they are very 

nice too! Here’s to the next 50 years! 

Chris Winnick.                                                                                 

Editor’s Note: What a fascinating series of articles from Chris, who has re-read ALL 

the back-issues (which he still keeps) to bring us this four-part series. This has 

clearly been a big piece of work and we all really appreciate the effort that you have 

gone to. 
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New Lepidoptera Books at 
World Museum, Liverpool 

 
National Museums Liverpool (NML) is a public body funded by the taxpayer, 
providing free access to internationally important collections. NML’s role in 
the Liverpool City Region is wide-ranging but includes facilitating greater 
understanding of the local natural environment and World Museum’s (WM) 
Entomology library provides an important part of that offering with >12,500 
books (plus journals & reprints). The Lepidoptera section comprises a diverse 
range of essential British, European and Palearctic works from county 
butterfly atlases to standard taxonomic texts. However, a decade or more of 
budget freezes / reductions have prevented NML from keeping up with the 
plethora of modern literature breaking new ground.  

We are delighted to announce that thanks to generous funding from 
Tanyptera Trust, NML is back up to speed, having invested over £3000 in key 
recent British and European moth titles such as ‘A Field Guide to the Smaller 
Moths of Great Britain and Ireland (2018)’ and ‘Pyraloidea of Europe 
(Lepidoptera), Volume 4: Phycitinae - Part 1 (2019)’ and in butterfly books 
such as ‘British and Irish Butterflies: The complete identification, field and site 
guide to the species, subspecies and forms (2017’).  

A full list of Lepidoptera holdings will soon be published on http://

www.northwestinvertebrates.org.uk/ and with an ongoing library fund until 
late 2024, investments won’t stop there. The main Entomology library is 
currently non-lending but discussions are taking place with a view to 
introducing a limited loan system for those making regular use of WM 
facilities / involvement with the Tanyptera Project. We would like to 
encourage all Lepidopterists in the region to make use of the library and to 
please let us know if we’ve overlooked any publications that deserve a place 
on the shelves! Please arrange your visit with Assistant Curator of 
Entomology, Tony Hunter (tony.hunter@liverpoolmuseums.org.uk). 

Gary Hedges (Tanyptera Regional Entomologist) 

http://www.northwestinvertebrates.org.uk/
http://www.northwestinvertebrates.org.uk/
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Books for Sale through Lancashire Branch 

Butterflies and Day-flying Moths of Lancashire 

Published last year by LCFS and edited by Pete Marsh and Steve White  (140 pages) 

The book is amply illustrated with full-

colour photographs, distribution maps and 

flight  periods . This will be an invaluable 

book if you want to know where and when 

to find a       particular butterfly or day-

flying moth around Lancashire. 

£12.00 + £1.40 P&P 

Pug Moths of North-west England  

Written by Brian Hancock (published by LCFS 120 pages) 

This invaluable guide to pug moths has 

made the identification of this   difficult 

group of moths so much easier. The book 

is amply illustrated with full-colour 

photographs, distribution maps and flight-

times, along with the comparative features 

of    similar  species to allow for correct 

identification.   

Now Reduced £10.00 + £1.40 P&P 

By buying the books through your us, you will be supporting the branch with 

valuable funds for projects across Lancashire, Greater Manchester and Northern 

Merseyside. 

To buy either of the books please email Jane Jones at chairman@lancashire-

butterflies.org.uk with “Butterfly Book” or “Pug Book” in the subject title. 
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Tiger Tale 

By Anne Smith 

On the 15th of July 2019 I went out into the garden 

about 6.30am to open my Moth trap and was delighted 

to see the most beautiful Garden Tiger moth. Garden 

Tigers are not a common species in our area and are in 

decline. Changing weather patterns, reduced habitat 

and increase in pesticide usage have all been blamed. 

I offered her my finger to pose on for a photo but she 

seemed reluctant. After a bit of coaxing she moved and 

revealed the reason - over one hundred Garden Tiger 

eggs. After the shock wore off I realised that I couldn't let this opportunity go by. I 

had to try and rear some. I contacted a couple of very experienced mothers who 

agreed I should have a try, and directed me to some information sources. 

Garden Tiger hatchlings have a strange ability. The 

majority undergo three moults and then settle down to 

over-winter, usually in leaf litter or the surface soil. They 

remain there until spring occasionally emerging to have a 

snack before going back to sleep. They become active 

again in spring and start feeding and moulting to reach 

adulthood. A smaller number undergo six moults and 

then pupate and emerge as adults in the late Summer or 

early Autumn. If there is time and the weather is favourable these individuals can 

then mate, lay and produce a second generation in the same year. 

Realising that the number of larvae was too great for 

one person to handle I passed half of them to a fellow 

mother in the area and set about providing for my 

half. I found two large plastic boxes and put the small 

larvae on the egg cartons inside. The boxes were kept 

in the garage near a north-facing window. 
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Garden Tiger larvae like to feed on Dock leaves but are not fussy eaters and will be 

happy with Nettles, Dandelions and, it seems, most fresh greenery. I decided to go 

for Docks as there are some on our allotment. Garden Tigers are voracious! I 

thought the name referred to their patterning but now I believe it's down to their 

appetite. I managed to find an abundant source nearer home. 

After about four weeks it was clear which larvae had stopped feeding and which 

were still eating well and continuing to moult. I had read that looking after over-

wintering larvae was not as simple as it sounds 

and so they were released around the garden 

where there were suitable food plants if they 

woke up hungry. Unfortunately I have no way of 

telling how many will survive the winter. The 

remaining active larvae continued to eat, grow 

and moult becoming the typical "woolly bears". 

On the 3rd September I noticed the first web-spinning. A fully grown larva had 

begun to make a hammock near the top of the box. The others soon followed the 

example and as they spun they incorporated the long yellow and orange hairs into 

the structure until it was almost opaque. On the 15th September I could just make 

out the black shiny pupae that had formed inside. Eventually ten pupae could be 

seen in hammocks or in sealed-over egg box hollows. 

One pupa began to smell putrid after a couple of days and was immediately 

separated from the others and then disposed of. 

Three weeks later, on the 7th October an adult 

pushed her way out of her flimsy chrysalis 

followed on the 9th by a male, identifiable by his 

fringed antennae. Another female appeared on 

the 10th and two more females on the 12th. 

Throughout this period the weather had been bad 

with torrential gales and high winds. The adults 

remained in the box in the cool garage. When 

suitable the box was moved outside at dusk to a 

place in the garden protected from the wind and rain but leaving them free to fly. 

The male had flown at the first opportunity but the females seemed more reluctant. 
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I wondered if this was related to the mating strategy whereby the female attracts 

the males to her with a pheromone which is detected by the male with his fringed 

antennae, sometimes over long distances. 

A further two females emerged on the 13th which was a particularly bad day. The 

box had been brought inside and the slight rise in temperature probably 

encouraged them. On the 14th another female burst out of her pupal case providing 

an excellent photo opportunity to get snaps of her. When newly emerged the wings 

are crumpled, soft and floppy so the moths climb up and let the wings hang down so 

that they have space to unfold. After they are fully expanded they still need to 

stiffen up until they become strong enough for flight. The remaining pupa, which 

was slightly smaller than the others hatched safely on the 17th Oct and she was 

released on the 18th. 

Altogether nine adults were released. Most hung about ( literally ) for a couple of 

days in sheltered spots in the garden then vanished. One, number four, which 

emerged on the 12 Oct, was seen again on the 17th looking the worse for wear but 

still active. Once I had removed some cobwebs from her wings she was warmed up 

and was fit for re-release on 18th. 

Both larvae and adults defend themselves from predation. The later larval instars 

have long white stinging hairs (only affecting humans with sensitive skin ) and the 

adults have the classic bright red and orange colouring warning of the presence of 

toxic alkaloids. This gives me hope that most will survive for a while although owing 

to the awful weather and late emergence it is very unlikely that any eggs or larvae 

produced will be viable. 
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I think that watching the emergence of the adult, 

seeing the trapdoor pushed open and the antennae 

stretch out, then six legs appearing and heaving the 

shoulders though the gap, then the final effort of 

freeing itself entirely and walking onto my  

finger to unfold and stiffen its wings must be one of 

the most fascinating wild life encounters to be had. 

Postscript 

I continued to keep my eyes open for the adults and after a couple of milder days I 

found five, all female, four resting on vegetation and one on an egg box which I had 

put in a sheltered place against a wall. The following day, 22 Oct I arrived home in 

the late afternoon from a work party and went to check on her. Not only was she 

there but she had laid approximately 120 eggs! It was fortunate that I had taken ID 

photos of all the adults and, as no two Tigers are alike, I was able to identify her as 

Number four. She had emerged on 12 October and I had noticed later that she was 

looking a bit battered and had a tear in one wing. On 23rd she was still on the egg 

box but had died overnight. On the 27 Oct I found Number 9 who emerged on the 

17th Oct also sitting on piece of egg box with approximately 90 eggs. Because the 

temperatures overnight were dropping I decided to bring the egg boxes indoors. 

The original batch of eggs had produced hatchlings in eight days. After two weeks 

these eggs showed no signs of life and eventually turned black. I had to assume that 

the weather had been too cold or that they were infertile. The only male to emerge 

had not been seen after release. 

Number 9 was a particularly healthy and 

handsome moth showing very little signs of 

wear and stayed in the garden for at least 

three weeks surviving overnight 

temperatures of minus one Celsius.   

It is impossible to know but I hope that 

some of the fifty or so third instar larvae 

which were released in the garden are now 

dormant and will emerge safely in March. 
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Barred Tooth-striped Moth Pheromone Survey 

Caroline Clay and Martin Wain 

Historically the barred tooth-striped (BTS) moth was recorded widely across the UK, 

but is now only found in several stronghold areas including 

sites in north Lancashire and south Cumbria. Monitoring 

known sites and surveying potential sites for this moth can 

be difficult as light traps provide varied results, with 

torchlight and daytime searches proving more effective. 

In 2017, a PhD student at Canterbury Christ Church 

University developed a pheromone lure for the BTS, a 

synthetic copy of the chemical released by female moths to help the males locate 

them to breed. Surveys in the North West were undertaken from 2017-2019 to 

establish if the pheromone was attractive to northern populations, as well as better 

understand the distribution and ecology of the species.  

Pheromone Survey Project 

Surveys were initially conducted to test which strength of the pheromone proved 

most attractive to the male moths, using eight different concentrations from control 

to 10mg. The pheromone proved very attractive to male BTS and in general the 

stronger the pheromone concentration, the higher the total number of BTS 

captured. The pheromone also attracted early tooth-striped moths (ETS), with 

around 4 BTS caught for every one ETS. 

Surveys also looked at which time of night BTS are most active. Traps were checked 

around midnight and contained just one or no moths. When the traps were checked 

the following morning between 5 and 26 moths were present, indicating the moths 

appear most active in the early hours of the morning. 
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Wider Distribution Survey 

Prior to our survey, BTS had been recorded in 24 tetrads (2x2km squares) in north 

Lancashire and South Cumbria from 2000-2016. 

We conducted a wider distribution survey in Lancashire, Cumbria and Yorkshire 

from 2017-19. In total the moth was recorded in 40 tetrads, 22 of which are new, 

with a definite stronghold in the ash woodland on limestone in Morecambe Bay. 

Including records from light traps, daytime searches and pheromone surveys, we 

have received a phenomenal 2981 BTS records in total from Lancashire, Cumbria 

and Yorkshire over the last 3 years. In comparison, there were 183 BTS records in 

Lancashire and Cumbria in the 3 years prior to this survey. This shows that the 

pheromone lure is a very powerful tool for surveying for and better understanding 

this moth. 

Larval Searches 

The larvae feed on ash in the North West, while the southern populations feed on 

wild privet. In 2019 we found 9 larvae, all found only on ash 

trees. Whilst the majority were found in dappled shade on 

young ash trees approximately 20-50cm off the ground, one 

was found in sunshine 2.5m up a three metre tall ash tree. 

Interestingly, in Yorkshire 16 larvae were found with 14 

found on ash and 2 on wild privet. A better understanding of 

the larval ecology is an urgent area for future research, 

especially given the imminent threat from Chalara dieback of ash to our Morecambe 

Bay stronghold population.  

Thank you! This project was only successful due to the dedication and enthusiasm 

of all the volunteers, organisations and landowners involved. This survey was also 

made possible by of the co-operation of the members of the Morecambe Bay 

Facilitation Fund. Thanks also to Canterbury Christ Church University for sharing 

their expertise and pheromone lures. This project was also supported by a grant 

from the  Tanyptera Trust, whom fund a project based out of World Museum 

Liverpool, promoting invertebrate conservation and recording across the Lancashire 

and Cheshire region. 
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National Moth Night 2019 

By Justine Patton 

Last year National Moth Night (NMN) took place from 26th to 28th September and 

the theme was Clifden Nonpareil and other migratory moth species. The Blue 

underwing, as it is also now known, is not a species familiar to moth recorders of 

Lancashire, but is frequently recorded in the Southern counties, having become re-

established at some former sites. When this species does migrate further north, it 

shows a preference for the East coast, with many individuals reaching Shetland. We 

knew that the likelihood of recording the target species was slim, but nevertheless, 

Lancashire moth group and Butterfly Conservation members got together to record 

as many moth species as possible. 

On the Friday, moth recorders gathered at 

Gaitbarrows NNR with the kind permission of 

Natural England. With torrential rain in the days 

before the event it looked uncertain as to 

whether we would be able to run the event. 

Those planned to take place in the south of the 

county were cancelled due to the 

unprecedented deluge. Regardless, as a hardy 

bunch, we were determined to go ahead as it was only a bit of rain – how mistaken 

we were! The atrocious conditions resulted in serious flooding surrounding the 

reserve, restricting our access to the main carpark only. 

In total 10 people were in attendance, including Jim 

Turner from Natural England who very kindly came along 

and provided us with much-needed warm drinks. Sheet 

and light was run by Steve and Carolyn Palmer and John 

Girdley, whom used umbrellas to protect the bulbs from 

what was described as “lumps of rain” and two portable 

traps were left elsewhere on the reserve to be checked 

the following morning. The determination of the group 

meant that we recorded 22 species on the night. This 

was a great achievement given the circumstances. Whilst 
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University Moth Challenge 2019 

By Justine Patton 

Last year (2019) was my final year studying for a degree in Ecology and Conservation 

at Lancaster University. What better way to end this absolutely amazing and life-

changing experience than to be the team leader for this year’s University Moth 

Challenge (UMOC). UMOC is a joint initiative by A Focus on Nature (AFoN) and 

Butterfly Conservation. The aim of the initiative is to 

encourage more young people (in further education) to 

engage in biological recording, to provide them with 

valuable recording and identification skills and to 

introduce them to the National Moth Recording Scheme 

(NMRS) database. For those not familiar with the NMRS, 

it is an online recording system created by BC for 

recorders to enter their records and analyse their own 

species richness and abundances were low, we saw some really 

fantastic species. The stars of the show were Merveille du jour and 

Brindled green. The larvae of both species feed on Oak, something 

that Gaitbarrows has plenty of. 

This year moth night will run between 27th and 29th August. The 

theme is “Red” underwings. Unfortunately, this year we have 

made the decision not to organise an event for moth night due to 

the unfolding pandemic. However, you can still get involved by 

recording the moths in your gardens. On the plus side, Red 

underwing, a regularly encountered species in Lancashire, appears to be recorded 

more frequently in urban settings such as gardens. We look forward to hearing 

about your moth night experiences this year, good luck! 

Editor’s Note: 

We are all hoping that as the summer wears on restrictions may be relaxed so 

please keep an eye on our branch page ( https://butterfly-conservation.org/in-your-

area/lancashire-branch ) for more details and also by following our Twitter feed 

@BC_Lancs . If we can we will try to organise an event nearer the time. 

Merveille du Jour 

Photo: Edward Mills 

Waved Umber 

https://butterfly-conservation.org/in-your-area/lancashire-branch
https://butterfly-conservation.org/in-your-area/lancashire-branch
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data. Once entered, records are sent to County recorders. I cannot recommend it 

highly enough, it is so user friendly. 

Universities form teams for the challenge and record moths between 1st April and 

31st July. As this was a competition, prizes were up for grabs! Categories included; 

number of species recorded, number of individual moths caught, number of 

individuals taking part in a single survey, and the number of surveying sessions held 

throughout the competition period. Prize contributions were made by NHBS. 

Throughout the period, I tried to enthuse other students 

about moth recording by organising different moth 

events, both around Lancaster University campus and 

further afield such as BC’s Myers Allotment reserve in 

Silverdale. Recording was not restricted to campus, and I 

even had students record the moths that fly in through 

their windows! The competition required us to use a 

range of survey and trapping techniques to discover moths on campus and further 

afield. It also gave us the opportunity to learn about some of the moths that occur 

in our area. As the team leader, I had the unenviable task of entering all the moth 

records using the NMRS 

The start of the recording period kicked off with the obvious species such as Barred 

Tooth-striped, Square spot and Great prominent in April. May was a fairly quite 

month due to exams, but the garden trap kept things 

ticking over with the likes of Treble bar, Pale tussock 

and Waved umber coming in. June was slow to get 

going but picked up towards the end with Obscure 

wainscot, Satin beauty and Haworth’s pug coming to 

sheet and light at Middlebarrow quarry in Silverdale. 

Finding Lilac beauty in the garden trap was a great 

species to end the months recording on. Clouded buff, Four-dotted footman and 

Garden tiger turned up in a trap set at a farm in South Cumbria at the beginning of 

July. The first two were new species for me. A few Marbled minor agg. dissections 

carried out in the University lab determined we had recorded Tawny marbled minor 

and Marbled minor from two sampling sites. At the Myers Allotment event held on 

the evening of 05/07, many of the more colourful species turned up such as Large, 

Treble Bar 

Photo: Trevor Davenport 

Lilac Beauty 

Photo: Steve Benner 
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Light and Common emeralds, Peach blossom, and Burnished brass. The highlights, 

however, were Beautiful Hook-tip, Brown scallop and being joined by several keen 

young girls and boys with their leader from the nearby 

scout camp after their midnight walk. It was great to be 

able to share some moth facts with them! Some 

specimens were retained to show to BC members 

attending a Butterfly event the following afternoon. 

Some of the best daytime finds came from Hutton 

Roof. Twin-spot carpet and the rare Least minor were 

the reward for a tough walk to the top in hot conditions. Migratory Hummingbird 

Hawk-moths were seen on occasions during my travels and I even recorded White 

satin during the day at Durdle door in Dorset. Annulet, Barred carpet and V-moth 

were all recorded around the Arnside and Silverdale AONB later on in the recording 

period. As very local and rare species, these made very welcome additions to our 

species list and the records database more generally. One of the star species we 

recorded was the micro-moth Crombrugghia laetus. This is a scarce migrant to the 

southern counties at best, so to find one in the trap in north Lancashire was just 

amazing. The moth was retained and passed on to the micro-moth recorder for 

VC60, John Girdley, who confirmed it as a first for Lancashire. The set specimen now 

resides within the collections of The World Museum, Liverpool 

The results of the competition were announced at AFoN’s Now for Nature 

conference in September by Jeremy Paxman! Lancaster University won across all 

four categories in a clean sweep. We recorded over 11,000 individual moths from 

469 species across 76 recording sessions. Unfortunately, we were not invited to the 

conference to receive the fantastic news. Hopefully, we will be invited when we win 

next year though. Prizes were donated by NHBS and our main prize was a new 

mains powered moth trap. This can now be used by students and staff at Lancaster 

and I hope they get lots of use out of it.  

I would like to thank the students from Lancaster’s Environment Centre for taking 

part in UMOC and contributing records. A special thanks must go to Nic Jones who 

came out to check many of the moth traps with me. Also, to the many members of 

staff from Lancaster Environment Centre who allowed me to borrow equipment, 

use their lab for dissections and trap at different sites around campus.  

Peach Blossom 

Photo: Steve Benner 
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Jane Jones 

Tel: 01254 248832 

chairman@lancashire-butterflies.org.uk 

 

Lancashire Butterfly Recorder 

Laura Sivell 

Tel: 01524 69248 
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butterflies.org.uk 

 

Gtr Manchester Butterfly Recorder 

Peter Hardy 
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Zoe Foster 
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Moth Officer 

Justine Patton 
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Chris Winnick 

Tel: 01539 728254 

chriswinnick@tiscali.co.uk 

 

Reserves Officer 

Dave Wrigley 

Tel: 01524 805527 

reserves@lancashire-butterflies.org.uk 

 

 

Webmaster and Social Media 

Gemma McMullan 

webmaster@lancashire-butterflies.org.uk 
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Caroline Clay 
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The  County  Moth Recorders are : 

Macro Moths 

For VC59 - Richard Walker: rbkvwalker@gmail.com 

For VC60 - Pete Marsh: pmrsh123@aol.com 

 

Micro Moths 

For VC59 - Richard Walker: rbkvwalker@gmail.com 

For VC60 - John Girdley: john@birdtours.co.uk 

 


