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From the editor 
When the health crisis lockdown was enforced towards the end of March, I 
remember panicking that the enjoyment in nature that I had been so looking 
forward to after such a dismally wet winter, would be comprehensively thwart-
ed. That was a selfish thought, and obviously a major change of how we live 
was necessary to help save lives. That said, we know how health-giving our 
interactions with the natural world is. Megan Lowe, in her All The Moor Butter-
flies project work, demonstrated in her talks to us on the Annual Members’ 
Days how people struggling with mental health and other issues had greatly 
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benefited from learning from, and being involved with the work in Butterfly Con-
servation. With the benefit of a bicycle I still managed to visit butterfly sites close 
to home during my permitted daily exercise, so things were not too bad after all. 
 
My impression for the butterfly scene so far is that after an average or slightly 
later than average start, we may now be a couple of weeks ahead of usual fly-
ing times following warm or very warm periods really since late March. On my 
patch, I have seen many more Small and Large Whites than usual and Holly 
Blue has been common. Plenty of Orange Tips have been about too. At the end of 
May now, we really need some proper rain to quench the dry earth. 
 
New transects: Anyone starting, or planning to start a new transect in Devon 
should always inform Jenny Evans, our Transect and Wider Countryside Butter-
fly Survey Co-ordinator. Jenny is our contact with the BC Head Office (HO) tran-
sect team and she needs to be aware of all branch transect effort in Devon 
when liaising with HO. Contact  jennifer.evans@lineone.net 
 
Can you help us raise funds? 
Every Summer various members from the Devon Branch get together at a num-
ber of wildlife events around the county and take our stall to promote the work of 
Butterfly Conservation.  It is an opportunity to let the general public know that 
we exist and we hope that we might inspire visitors to take more of an interest in 
butterflies and moths and maybe to make their garden more pollinator friendly. 
Sadly this year the chance is lost and so too an opportunity to raise vital funds 
for Butterfly Conservation. Supporting Butterfly Conservation is more important 
than ever as small charities are fighting to survive and increasingly are having to 
make tough decisions to downsize in order to continue the vital work they do. 
This is the same for Butterfly Conservation so in Devon we are being as in-
ventive as we can to give them our support. 
Already some members have set up stalls outside their homes offering plants 
and home produce in return for donations for Butterfly Conservation. 
Perhaps having a small stall is something more of us could do and if you can 
help in this way it would be much appreciated.  Those of us with gardens may 
have a few spare plants they can pot up and as the Summer progresses may 
have an excess of fruit and vegetables that would be gratefully received. 
If you would like to help with this please send any money donated to the Devon 
Branch Treasurer Ray Jones who can be contacted by email 
on:  ray1432.jones@btinternet.com 
Thank you so much for any help you can give. 
 
Members’ Day and AGM Sat. 17th October 2020: Devon BC committee 
do not know if we will be able to run this event but will let members know via 
the BC In Your Area Devon web pages and in the next Devon branch news-
letter in September. If the day does go ahead, we shall have Barry Hen-
wood talking about how his new caterpillar book came to be and there will 
also be a talk from Head of Northern Ireland BC’s Catherine Bertrand. 

mailto:ray.jones5041@btinternet.com
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Conservation management for butterflies in the county by Devon BC 
 
Fortuitously, all the branch’s manage-
ment days went ahead before the 
Covid 19 lockdown restrictions came 
into force in late March. Even more 
amazing was that all the work days 
went ahead in spite of one of the wet-
test winters on record. Devon BC had 
11 work parties operating on 8 sites, 
and all these sites will be consequent-
ly improved for butterflies and other 
wildlife. Several work days had sud-
den clear-weather windows that ap-
peared at the last moment in between 
rainy periods.  
 
Lydford Old Railway and Forest had more 
work done than ever before to benefit but-
terflies, and with an enthused Forestry 
Commission assisting our efforts and also 
support from BC HQ (input from John Da-
vis and Jenny Plackett) as well as from the 
volunteers, I think the situation there is the 
best it has ever been, not least because 
reserve officer Colin Sargent  has been 
eager to expand the work and put in extra 
effort. Branch funds have been available 
to fund extra work both there and at Ash-
clyst Forest near Exeter.  
 
Our involvement at Miltor Mator Common 
near Kingskerswell has helped to influence 
Aggregates Industry, the owners of Ston-
eycombe Quarry and environs including the 
Common, to employ a robotic flail that has 
opened up much more of the valuable lime-
stone grassland habitat by mashing up the 
bramble thickets. Grizzled Skipper should 
have significantly more habitat available 
there consequently. 
 
More Grizzled Skipper habitat (scrapes and 
ground clearance) has been created by the 
Forestry Commision in Haldon Forest and in 

One of a number of trees cleared at Lydford 
Old Railway reserve COLIN SARGENT 

Bramble patch being mashed up by a 
Roboflail with operator at Miltor Mator 

Common PETER BEALE 
 
 

Children being entertained on the Mil-
tor Mator work day AMY WALKDEN 
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woodland near Dunchideock in tandem with a Devon BC work party to clear 
saplings and scrub in a Pearl-bordered area. 
 
Peter Beale, our Conservation Advisor, has freely given the branch the benefit 
of his brushcutting/chainsawing skills at many of the organised days, so on be-
half of the branch, thank you Peter for your willingness to do this work. 
 
It has been frustrating that early monitoring at our conservation work sites has been 
thwarted until late May when restrictions around leisure time outdoors were lifted, 
but most importantly the management was already in place and will do its good.  
 
 
Spate of Large Tortoiseshell sightings in Devon 
One and possibly 2 Large Tortoiseshells were report-
ed from a garden in Ideford near Teignmouth on 26th 
March 2020 by Robin Aaronson. A photo was sup-
plied. The species is regarded as extinct in the UK, 
but occasional sightings in most years are reported 
in Devon.  A day or two before, one or more Large Tor-
toiseshells were seen on the Isle of Portland in Dorset. 
The weather had barely warmed up at that point, and I 
speculated that perhaps these butterflies seen so early 
in such cool weather might have overwintered here. 
Winds had been strong from the east for several days 
beforehand so if the butterflies came from the continent, 
they had travelled a long way across the south of Eng-
land to get to Devon. No autumnal sightings were forth-
coming in Devon last year, however, so that fact may 
discount them being local hibernators. 
 
On 8th April another was seen by Tim Davis and Tim 
Jones in their garden at Berrynarbor near Ilfracombe 
and also photographed. Amazingly, a Large Tortoise-
shell had been reported from the same address with 
photo supplied on 17th April 2003 which featured on 
the front cover of Devon BC’s newsletter. 
 
A second/third  Ideford Large Tortoiseshell was reported by Robin Aaronson again 
from his garden with a photo on 15th April, almost 3 weeks after the first record 
there. Around this time there was also a report with photo of the species in the 
South Hams from Don Barnes. Finally, on 20th April, yet another Large Tortoise-
shell was recorded at Dawlish Warren by Jukka Vuorinen. 
 
In the first half of April there was evidence of an immigration from the continent 
with Norfolk, Suffolk and Kent reporting some numbers of the species (info 
from Richard Fox). 

Large Tortoiseshell  
photographed at  

Berrynarbor  
TIM DAVIS 
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An account of Devon butterflies reported in 2019 (originally pub-
lished in the Devonshire Association transactions) 
Roger Bristow (Recorder) 
 
2019 was generally a mixed one for butterflies. Records received (19546) was down 
9% on 2018. 2019 started better than 2018, with 347  butterflies of 16 species seen in 
the first 3 months (compared with 80 butterfly sightings of 12 species in 2018).  
 
There were mixed fortunes for the species; the numbers of about half of them 
were up and half were down on last year. The relative abundance of butter-
flies at any one site was also down. In the Butterfly Conservation numbering 
code E which represents more than 100 individuals there were 13 species, 
compared with 19 species in 2018. In terms of numbers of butterflies ob-
served at any one locality, the Meadow Brown, Silver-studded blue, Gate-
keeper, and Small White were the top four with over 300 individuals of each 
species counted on different days; the top spot was the Meadow Brown with 
over 1000 at Saltram on 16 July (V. Tucker) [the figures in Table 1 are the 
number of records received; this figure is the number of individuals].  
 
The top eight butterflies in terms of records submitted were the Red Admiral 
(2057), Small White (1875), Gatekeeper (1803), Painted Lady (1656), Large 
White (1564), Meadow Brown (1359), Peacock (1336), and Speckled Wood 
(1102). Last year’s No. 1 butterfly, the Small White, was relegated to 2nd place. 
 
Including the scarce immigrants (Long-tailed Blue, Large Tortoiseshell, Queen 
of Spain Fritillary, Swallowtail [subspecies unknown]) and Monarch, the total 
number of species seen in Devon in 2019 was 48. The report of a Cleopatra 
on 9 Sept in Clennon Valley is almost certainly a released specimen. 
 
Excluding the hibernators, twenty seven species emerged at more or less the 
same time or earlier than in 2018. The last flying date for about half the spe-
cies was at about the same time or later than in 2018. Excluding the hiberna-
tors and migrants, the flying season was shorter, but not significantly, for 
about 27 species compared with 2018, and longer for 14. 
 
As in many of the previous years, most of the double-brooded species showed no 
clear temporal separation of the broods excepting Dingy Skipper and Wood White.  
 
The first butterflies of the year were Red Admirals (3), Peacock (1) and Paint-
ed Lady (1) seen on 1 Jan. Red Admiral sightings (37) were common through-
out January and February, but there were only 7 in March. The Painted Lady 
was part of a small-scale immigration which started on Dec. 27th 2017. Addi-
tional Peacocks were seen on 10 Jan., 2 Feb. and then commonly throughout 
the rest of the month and March (88 sightings).  A Small Tortoiseshell was 
seen at Killerton on 2 Jan. (R. Jones), and then a further 18 sightings in Feb-
ruary (after the 15th) and 19 in March. 
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Species First sighting  Last sighting           Records 

 2019 2018 2019 2018 2019 2018 

Small S
k
ip

p
er 

6/6 28/5 23/8 21/8 126 98 

Large 21/5 27/5 10/8 8/8 127 160 

Dingy 19/4 21/4 4/9 14/8 19 17 

Grizzled 21/4 5/5 15/6 5/6 13 30 

Wood White 23/4 7/5 28/7 14/8 16 20 

Clouded Yellow 25/3 9/4 15/10 3/11 82 85 

Brimstone 3/2 19/1 21/11 3/11 341 416 

Large White 27/3 3/4 21/10 1/11 1564 2156 

Small White 25/2 21/3 21/10 13/11 1875 2830 

Green-v. White 25/3 11/4 12/9 2/10 513 839 

Orange Tip 19/3 14/4 31/7 3/10 207 153 

Green H
airstreak

 

27/3 19/4 23/7 23/7 59 55 

Brown 3/8 27/7 17/9 16/9 17 17 

Purple 4/7 23/6 2/8 2/9 19 36 

White-letter 2/7 22/6 31/7 22/7 9 12 

Small Copper 27/3 19/4 21/11 2/11 480 615 

Small Blue 1/5 14/5 13/8 3/8 16 12 

Silver-studded Blue 15/6 2/6 18/8 4/8 10 28 

Brown Argus 12/5 2/5 1/9 21/8 34 17 

Common Blue 23/4 14/5 27/9 20/10 647 1002 

Holly Blue 25/3 5/4 8/9 29/10 490 551 

Adonis Blue 14/5 23/5 21/5 3/9 2 6 

White Admiral 27/6 18/6 5/8 1/8 20 34 

Red Admiral 1/1 1/1 30/12 26/12 2057 1695 

Painted Lady 1/1 25/4 21/10 27/12 1656 621 

Small Tortoiseshell 2/1 21/2 18/11 26/12 763 651 

Peacock 1/1 10/1 27/12 26/12 1336 1168 

Comma 14/2 13/3 18/11 8/12 735 1140 

Small P-bordered 

F
ritillary

 

22/4 30/4 17/9 17/9 109 133 

Pearl-bordered 17/4 2/5 22/6 4/6 129 106 

High Brown 11/6 14/6 13/7 29/7 37 38 

Dark Green 22/5 31/5 8/8 26/7 90 88 

Silver-Washed 19/6 14/6 1/9 1/9 277 336 

Heath 13/5 20/5 21/6 22/6 9 7 

Marsh 12/5 20/5 1/6 5/8 77 100 

Speckled Wood 7/3 11/4 21/11 2/11 1102 1483 

Wall 28/3 20/4 21/10 21/10 207 185 

Marbled White 14/6 11/6 18/8 15/8 226 148 

Grayling 3/6 6/6 18/8 14/9 43 50 

Gatekeeper 27/6 11/6 14/9 5/9 1803 1653 

Meadow Brown 25/5 28/5 25/9 17/9 1359 1348 

Ringlet 7/7 13/6 27/8 31/8 566 488 

Small Heath 6/5 14/5 18/9 18/10 99 105 

     19546 20974 
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There were 117 butterfly sightings in February, with a Brimstone on the 3rd 
(followed by 19 more later in the month), 2 Commas on the 14 th (followed by 9 
more) and Small White on the 25th and 27th (V. Tucker). 
 
In March, 213 adults of 14 species were seen (including all the usual hiberna-
tors). Additional species were Speckled Wood on the 7th (D. Gregory) with 22 
more sightings later in the month, Clouded Yellows were seen on the 25 th (R. 
Skinner) and 26th (J. Cummings). Holly Blues were also seen on the 25th (M. 
Brooking) with 14 subsequent sightings, and a Green-veined White on the same 
day (H. Marshall). Green Hairstreaks were seen on the 27th (M. Brooking, R, 
Macklin) as well as a Small Copper (R. Macklin) (and another on the 28th (M. Brook-
ing) and one on the 31st (V. Tucker)., and 3 Large White (M. Brooking, D. Gregory). 
Wall were seen on 28th (M. Brooking), 30th (D. Holloway) and 31st (V. Tucker). 
 
April was cold and wet but numbers (359) 
were up, compared with 277 in 2018, which 
was down dramatically from 1518 in 2017). 
The first ‘new’ species for April were Pearl-
bordered Fritillary on the 17th on Ramshorn 
Down (D. Land), The first Dingy Skipper 
was seen on the 19th at Lincombe (R. 
Laughton). Several Grizzled Skiper were 
seen at Braunton Burrows on the 21st (J. 
Breeds). A Small Pearl-bordered Fritillary 
was seen on the following day in Walkham 
Valley (N. Bowie). On the 23rd a Wood 
White was seen at Under Hooken (K. Wool-
ley) and a Common Blue at the Elephant’s 
Graveyard (R. Laughton).  
 
At the other end of the season, 12 species were seen in October (last flying 
dates are in parentheses): Clouded Yellow (15th), Painted Lady (21st ), Large 
White (21st), Small White (21st), Wall (21st), and with Small Tortoiseshell, Brim-
stone, Small Copper, Peacock, Red Admiral (dominant), Speckled Wood, and 
Comma continuing into November.  
 
Of the 7 species still flying in November, five persisted to the 3rd week: Comma 
(18th), Small Tortoiseshell (18th), Brimstone (21st), Small Copper (21st), Speck-
led Wood (21st).  
 
In December, Peacocks were seen on the 3rd, 23rd and 28th (V. Tucker). Red 
Admirals flew throughout the month (the dominant butterfly – 15 sightings) - the 
last sightings of the year were Red Admirals at 5 different localities on the 30 th. 
 
The Red Admiral and Peacock flew in every month of the year. The Brimstone, 
Small Tortoiseshell, Painted Lady, Comma  and Small White flew in 10 months of 

Pearl-bordered Fritillary  
DAVID TURRELL 

First seen 17th April in 2019 
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the year, and the Small Copper and Speckled Wood flew in 9 months of the year.  
 
Dingy Skipper numbers (19) were up slightly. 
The first brood (15 sightings; 12 last year) flew 
from 19 April on the East Devon Underliffs (R. 
Laughton) up to 1 May at Chudleigh Knighton 
and Meeth Quarry (P. Hurst, V. Tucker). There 
were only 4 second brood sightings: from July 
28 at Axmouth (R. Laughton) to 9 Sept also at 
Axmouth (R. Bogue). Sightings (13) of the Griz-
zled Skipper were significantly down on 2018 
(30), but with confirmation that it still flies at 
Braunton Burrows and Haldon. For the sec-
ond year running, it was not recorded at Lyd-
ford. It flew from 21 April at Braunton Burrows 
(J. Breeds) until 15 June at East Shallowford 
(N. Bowie). Large Skipper sightings were down 21% following a 50% fall 
in 2017, but Small Skipper sightings were up by almost 30%.  
 
Large White numbers were down 28%, Small White by 34% and Green-
veined by 39%. Orange Tip sightings were up 30%, following a dramatic fall 
(69%) in 2017 which was the most notable decline of all the Devon species 
in that year. There was a partial second brood in July with sightings on the 
20th, 21st, 27th and 30th. The stronghold of the Wood White is the DWT Re-
serve at Meeth, followed by the East Devon Cliffs. Wood White sightings fell 
by 20%. There was a clear separation into first (24 April to 9 June – 13 sight-
ings) and second (9 July to 27 July – 3 sightings) broods at both Meeth and 
the east Devon ciffs.  
 
The Brown Argus had a successful year with 
numbers (37) more than doubled. There were 6 
sightings of the first brood (12, 13 May and 
June 1 (3 sightings)) and 28 of the second 
brood from 13 July to 1 Sept. Small Copper 
sightings were down 22% following two years of 
increases. There was no sharp distinction into 
first and second broods; but it was about the 
beginning of June, with, as usual, over ten 
times more sightings of the second brood. 
There was only one sighting of the first brood of 
the Adonis Blue at Branscombe on 14 May 
(Brian Heasman) and one first brood sighting at 
Torbay on 23 May (C. Harris). There were good numbers of the first brood 
Small Blue in and around Berry Head between 1 May (T. Williams) and 1 
June (D. Gregory), and only four of the second brood between 4 July (T. Wil-

Large Skipper 
ROGER BROTHWOOD 

Numbers were down in 2019 

Brown Argus 
AMANDA HUNTER 

The species did well in 2019 
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liams) and 13 Aug. (J. Read). For the first time in several years, one was seen 
at Braunton Burrows on 7 July (K. Sims & J. Towers) and also at Branscombe 
on 5 Aug. (P. Taylor). It was a poor year for the Common Blue with a 36% de-
crease, following a 40% decrease in 2017 on top of a 30% decrease in 2016. 
As previously, the division between spring and autumn broods was possibly in 
the middle of June with the spring brood much smaller than the second brood. 
The Holly Blue increased by about 60% in 2017, but numbers fell back slightly 
in 2018, followed by a 11% decrease in 2019. The flying season was much 
shorter (just over 8 months) than 2018. The first brood (about 111 sightings) 
flew from 25 March at Rickham Common (M. Brooking), until 15 June (T. Wil-
liams). The second brood, with three times the number of those of the first 
brood, flew from 5 July (T. Steer) until 8 Sept at Sidmouth (R. Bristow) and 
Rickham Common (M. Brooking). Unfortunately, it is not possible to give a 
complete account of the Silver-studded Blue as I am lacking the data for the 
East Devon Commons. At Soar, M. Brooking saw 354 on 29 June. 
There were 14 sightings of adult Brown Hairstreaks, between 3 Aug. (P.&C. 
Gill) and 17 Sept. (D. Holloway). The White-letter Hairstreak had a modest year 
– as usual, it was well represented in Plymouth Central Park. A new locality 
was at Silverton (R. Bailey) where one was seen on 8 July. Green Hairstreak 
sightings were up slightly following a 32% fall in 2018). There was a slightly 
longer flying period (16 weeks) than in 2018. Purple Hairstreak sightings 
halved, and the flying season was much shorter (4 weeks). 
 
The early appearance of the Red Admiral (1 Jan.) and continuing to fly right 
into December (as it did in 2018), indicates emergence during hibernation ra-
ther than immigration, and that the Red Admiral is capable of surviving our Win-
ters. White Admiral sightings were down 40%, but with a similar length flying 
season (almost 6 weeks). Peacock numbers were up by almost 20% and it flew 
in every month of the year. For the first time in many years, Small Tortoiseshell 
numbers were up (by 20%), following a 27% re-
duction in 2018, 33% in 2017 and 75% in 2016. 
Dark Green Fritillary sightings (90) were about 
the same as last year, but there was a longer 
flying season (11 weeks) compared with 2018 (8 
weeks). The Heath Fritillary at Lydford, the only 
site in Devon where the species occurs, had a 
poor year, with maximum counts of 39 on 21 
May (K. New) and 40 on 31 May (R. Bogue). 
There was, however, an extended flight period of 
5.5 weeks from 13 May to 21 June (P. Hurst), 
but with a total count of only 137 individuals (160 
in 2018, 550 in 2017). The number of High 
Brown Fritillary records was almost the same as 
in 2018, but with a slightly shorter flying season 
(4.5 weeks) than in 2018. They did well at Trent-
ishoe Combe where some 37 adults were seen 
on 21 June (A. Tutton). Pearl-bordered Fritillary sightings, were up by (25%), 

Heath Fritillaries 
PETE UNDERHAY 

A poor year for them in 2019 
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with a slightly longer flying period (5.5 weeks, cf. 4.5 weeks in 2018). Some 125 
were counted at Lustleigh Cleave on 16 May (V. & P. Eden). Small Pearl-
bordered Fritillary sightings were down 18%; the first brood flew from 22 April in 
the Walkham Valley (N. Bowie) until about the first week of July - including over 
100 on Thornworthy Down on 4 July (S. Payne). The second brood, mostly 
ones or twos, flew from 21 July in the Heddon Valley (M. Dukes) until 17 Sept. 
in the Soar Valley (R. Moore). Marsh Fritillary records were down by 25% and it 
had a much shorter flying season compared to 2018. It flew from 12 May at 
Marsland (E. Peacock) until 21 June at Langaford (H. Jones) where 36 were 
seen. Maximum numbers on any one day were 72 at Volehouse Moor South on 
1 June (J. Bradbeer). The Silver-washed Fritillary numbers were down by 18%, 
but the flying season was about the same as in 2018.  
 
The number of sightings for five of the satyrid 
species (Gatekeeper, Marbled White, Meadow 
Brown, Ringlet and Wall) were all up on 2018, 
but the other satyrid species (Speckled Wood, 
Grayling and Small Heath) were down. Encour-
agingly, sightings of the Wall after its best year 
in 2018 since 2014 were up by 10%. It was, as 
usual, double brooded with 66 sightings of the 
first brood between 28 March and the middle of 
June; and the much larger second brood (141 
sightings) from end of June to 21 Oct at 
Oreston (V. Tucker). Most sightings were ones 
and twos, but up to 25 were seen 24 Aug. (K. 
Solman) and 30 on 19 Sept (R. Bogue). The 
Speckled Wood, with numbers down by 26%, 
was seen in 9 months of the year. There was no clear distinction between first 
and second broods. Most sightings were ones and twos, but 54 were seen at 
Dunscombe on 11 Aug. (M. Baker). 
 
There were 4 scattered early sightings of sin-
gletons of the Clouded Yellow on the south 
coast (25 March, Lincombe (R. Skinner); 26 
March, Teignmouth (J. Cummings); 20 April (K. 
Solman); 21 April, Weston Combe (D. Selby). 
Another singleton was seen on 24 June (D. 
Hopkins). Thereafter, starting on 24 July there 
was a steady trickle mostly of singletons, but 
47 were seen at West Soar on 30 Aug. (R. 
Macklin), until the last sighting of three at Ax-
mouth on 15 Oct. (P. Simon). Painted Lady 
sightings were up by 240% on 2018. The first 
sighting  of  2019  was a  singleton  on  1  Jan. 
at  Bovisand  (V.  Tucker). Singletons were 
seen on 18 Feb and 24 Feb, 1 March, 2 March, 

Small Heath 
PETE HURST 

Numbers were down in 2019 

Clouded Yellow 
PETER VERNON 
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25 March, 26 March and 1 May Then on 1 
June, there was a large-scale, but short-lived 
immigration. On 20 June, another immigration 
began and continued until 6 Oct. Most sight-
ings were single figures, but quite a few were 
in double figures and a few in the hundreds. 
The highest count was 160 at Baggy Point on 
27 June (G. Watson).  
 
Of the scarce immigrants and butterflies of 
unknown origin (bred and released or adven-
tives?), Swallowtails [unknown subspecies] 
were seen on four occasions:  20 July near 
Barnstaple (C. Beardsley); 2 Aug. centre of 
Exeter (A. Thomas); 20 Aug., Lynmouth (F. 
Pocock), and 26 Aug, Woodbury Salterton (M. Meehan). There was a  con-
firmed sighting of a Large Tortoiseshell on 25 June at Broadsands (C. Harris). 
A confirmed Queen of Spain Fritillary was first seen at Churston Grove by T. 
Williams on 24 and 29 Aug. Earlier (30 July), there was a probable sighting at 
Dartington (R. Carter). On 25 Sept., P. Townsend saw one at Hope Barton. 
Adult Long-tailed Blues were seen at Axmouth on 25 Aug. (L. Harman), 
Paignton Zoo on 24 Sept. (S. Evans), and at Mount Gould, Plymouth, also on 
the 24th (E. Russel). Larvae were found at Axmouth on 1 Oct. (I. Davies), so 
clearly, the adults seen in August succeeded in breeding. In October, there 
were three sightings of Monarchs: 2nd Southole (L. Highton); also on the 2nd at 
Wembury (P. Young), and 6th at Seaton (V. Bennett). 

 
Finally, a big thank you to all 1713 recorders, whether it was just a single 
sighting or a whole year’s worth of records. Without your data, this compre-
hensive review of the 2019 butterfly season would not have been possible. 
 
A special thank you to Janet Cheney for help with the tedious inputting of 
manual data. 
 
 
The Small Blue has not had a great start in 2020 at 
the Torquay quarry site. Amanda Hunter reports that 
in spite of the Kidney Vetch looking really good fol-
lowing 2 winters of branch management effort, she 
has only been counting 2 or 3 adults on her weekly 
visits up to mid May and egg numbers are alarmingly 
low. She saw the first butterfly on 26th April. She 
hoped numbers might increase with better weather 
forecasted. 
Contrastingly, much better numbers have been reported 
from Berry Head: 28 on 16th May (Dennis Kallmer.) 

Painted Lady 
MIKE GODFREY 

Small Blue 
 Amanda Hunter 
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Grizzled Skipper update 
Pete Hurst, Devon Grizzled Skipper species co-ordinator 

The last county survey for Grizzled Skipper was in 2018 
and the survey revealed a huge drop in confirmed sites: 
only 9 recorded that year compared to the previous sur-
vey year of 2006 when there were more than 20 sites. 
Thankfully, this season has returned sightings of Griz-
zled in most of the sites where they were seen in 2018, 
and I list them below with numbers, recorders and dates. 
Braunton Burrows could not be surveyed early enough 
for Grizzled on account of visiting restrictions. 

APRIL  22nd Dunchideock 3 Dave Land 

 23rd Doddiscomb-
sleigh 

4 Nikki Gardner 

 23rd Haldon 4 John Gale 

 24th Doddiscomb-
sleigh 

20 (Name withheld) 

MAY 2nd Miltor Mator 4 Phil Johnson 

 6th Dunchideock 10 Dave Land 

 7th Whilborough 
Common 

1 Bill Deakins 

 7th Haldon 1 Pete Hurst 

 7th Dunchideock 5 Pete Hurst 

 8th Miltor Mator 5 Bill Deakins 

 9th Dunchideock 10, inc. pair Dave Land 

 10th Trenchford, 
Hennock 

1 Phil Chambers 

 16th Dunchideock 4 Dave Land 

 16th Miltor Mator 17 Kevin and Jacki 
Solman 

 19th Miltor Mator 4 Jonathan and 
Moira Aylett 

 22nd Trenchford, 
Hennock 

1 Jonathan and 
Moira Aylett 

 27th Deer Park 
Farm, Trusham 

1 Audrey Compton 
& John Whetman 

Grizzled pair at 
Dunchideock DAVE LAND 
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Insectageddon?                                                                                                      
Rob Wolton, Conservation Officer for Devon Moth Group and Dipterists Forum                                                   
First published in Devon Moth Group newsletter 
 
Last year there was a flurry of articles on changes in insect distribution and 
abundance in Britain and further afield.  You may  recall the paper three years 
ago reporting a greater than 75% decline in total flying insect biomass over 27 
years in protected areas in Germany (Hallman et al.2017).  2019’s papers on 
what has become known in some quarters as “insectageddon” or” insect apoc-
alypse” were kicked off in January by Sanchez-Bayo and Wyckhuys (2019) 
who reviewed 73 reports of insect decline across the globe and concluded that 
the dramatic rates of decline found may lead to the extinction of 40% of the 
world’s insect species over the next few decades.  However, while not doubting 
that insects are in decline, others have found this conclusion unnecessarily 
alarmist and the following media hype exaggerated.  Thomas et al.  (2019), 
from the Universities of York and Cardiff, observe that since Sánchez-Bayo and 
Wyckhuys only searched for references with the term ‘decline’ in their title and 
not stability or increase it is inevitable that the situation should appear worse 
than it probably is.  They also note that while species may decline greatly in 
abundance this does not mean they are en route to rapid extinction – in Britain 
we have lost few insects completely despite what we believe to be massive 
changes in abundance of many.  Populations hang on in nature reserves and 
so forth.  Also, most of the studies are from Europe and North America: extrap-
olating from these to the whole world is a stretch too far.  Simmons et al. 
(2019), the authors working for the Universities of Cambridge and East Anglia, 
Natural History Museum and RSPB, make the same points, adding that 
Sánchez-Bayo and Wyckhuys misapply IUCN Red List criteria by treating local 
assessments as if they were global.  Both these critiques call for more robust 
data and rigorous analyses.  They warn that hyping-up the situation may gener-
ate much needed short term attention but could backfire if politicians subse-
quently find out that claims have been exaggerated (not that politicians are im-
mune to this themselves!). 
 
Being sure of changes in insect numbers and diversity is difficult! 
A paper with authors from universities in the States, Australia and the Nether-
lands together with Rothamsted Research and Butterfly Conservation (Devon 
Moth Group chairman Richard Fox) in the UK, explores the challenges faced by 
those trying to document changes in insect populations and diversity 
(Montgomery et al. 2019).  First and foremost is the lack of robust long term 
datasets, coupled with the decline in insect identification expertise.  This severe 
shortfall in insect biodiversity knowledge is well illustrated by the number of in-
sects with global IUCN statuses – just 8,355 out of an estimated 5.5 million 
species worldwide.  Second is a need for more relevant science of a high 
standard – at present far too much reliance has to be placed on anecdote such 
as the numbers of insects that used to be splattered on car windscreens. Scien-
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tific journals must also be far more prepared than they are now to publish articles 
that report no change, as unexciting as this maybe. Reports of where insects are 
stable or increasing are as important as reports of where they are declining. 
 
Beware confirmation bias 
We are warned by Montgomery et al. against confirmation bias – the tendency 
to interpret data to support existing hypotheses or beliefs.  I have noted a ten-
dency among entomologists in the conservation sector to be dismissive of re-
ports of insect populations doing well, trying hard to find fault and reasons why 
the conclusions must be wrong. Surely, we should celebrate good news as 
well as decry bad news lest a sense of hopelessness sets in. 
 
Nevertheless, Montgomery et al. conclude that we know enough to be certain 
that insects are in trouble and that we should be taking conservation action 
now – but so much remains unknown about the extent and causes of this de-
cline that we urgently need more baseline and monitoring research, and gov-
ernments and funding bodies must be prepared to pay for it.  
 
The dire situation in Germany 
In October an article appeared in the journal Nature on arthropod decline 
based on rigorous science (Seibald et al. 2019). In three regions in Germany, 
between 2008 and 2017, arthropods were collected annually at 150 grassland 
sites by standardised sweep netting, and at 30 forest sites with flight intercep-
tion traps. The research revealed dramatic declines in biomass (67%), abun-
dance (78%) and number of species (34%) in grasslands.  In forests, abun-
dance increased by 17% (not significant), while biomass and species number 
declined by 41% and 36% respectively.  Clearly these rates of decline over 
such a short period are deeply worrying.  The authors conclude that the declines 
are driven by factors occurring at a landscape scale rather than a site scale, for 
both grasslands and forests. They could not be certain though, whether the de-
clines are driven by legacy effects of historical land-use intensification or by recent 
agricultural intensification, nor was the influence of climate change clear.  Never-
theless, they call for a paradigm shift in land use policy at a national level.  
 
It appears that the German Government is listening!  In September they an-
nounced a €100 million action plan for insect protection, which includes at least 
€25M a year for research and monitoring of insect populations. Increased pro-
tection will be given to some habitats like meadows and hedges, glyphosate 
will be phased out and steps taken to reduce light pollution.  More support will 
be given for taxonomy research and training.  Can we only dream that the UK 
Government will do likewise? 
 
State of UK Nature 
Here in the UK, in the autumn a wide partnership of organisations presented 
the State of Nature 2019 report (Hayhow et al. 2019).  Since 1970, the abun-
dance of 696 terrestrial and freshwater species (across all taxa although but-
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terflies and moths are the only arthropods included) chosen as indicators has 
fallen by 13%, the rate of decline getting steeper in the last ten years although 
not significantly so, and an indicator of average species’ distribution 
(occupancy) has fallen by 5% and is now 2% lower than in 2005 (based on 
6,654 terrestrial and freshwater species).  41% of species have decrease in 
abundance, while 26% have increased.  The report says butterflies and moths 
have declined in abundance by 16% and 25% since 1970, and by 12% and 9% 
since 2005. In terms of distribution insects have decreased by 10% over the long 
term and 8% over the short term (but see below).  These figures are not nearly as 
bad as reported for Germany, but nevertheless are clearly of considerable concern.   
 
The report identifies agricultural intensification as being the most important driv-
er of wildlife loss, with agricultural productivity, a measure of intensification, con-
tinuing to rise.  While the use of fertilizers has decreased since peaking in the 
1980s, as has the total weight of pesticide used, the number of hectares treated 
with pesticides, and the frequency of treatments has increased.  In addition, the 
toxicity and variety of pesticides used on single crops has increased. 
 
Climate change is considered in the State of Nature 2019 report to be the sec-
ond main reason for changes in biodiversity in the UK, driving widespread and 
rapid changes in the abundance, distribution and ecology of the UK’s wildlife.  
Further pressure is created by wetland loss, urbanisation, non-native invasive 
species and pollution – here nutrient enrichment via atmospheric N deposition 
remains a particular concern: NOx levels may have fallen but are still too high 
for sensitive habitats and ammonia emissions are on the rise once more. 
 
Some moth surprises 
The complexity of understanding what is happening to our insect populations, 
and the need for rigorous unbiased interpretation of data, is revealed by recent 
publications on moths.  Macgregor et al. (2019), using data from the Rotham-
sted insect monitoring programme, find unexpectedly that macromoth biomass 
has increased by 2.2 times between the first (1967-1976) and last (2008-2017) 
decades of monitoring. During the mid to late 1970s moth biomass rose sharply 
– since 1982 it has declined gradually but is still higher than in the late 60 and 
early 70s.  The authors point out that this shows the value of long-term datasets.   
 
In support of this, the magnificent newly published Atlas of Britain and Ireland’s 
Larger Moths (Randle et al. 2019), produced by a team led by Devon Moth 
Group chairman Richard Fox, finds that in Britain the distribution of 121 species 
decreased but that of 148 species actually increased over the 47 year period 
1970 – 2016 (for species where data sets are sufficiently good for statistical 
testing).  Perhaps there has been an upturn in fortunes since the last such as 
analysis was done, reporting on figures up to 2010.  In terms of abundance, 
however, the atlas finds that 136 species decreased (34% of those for which it was 
possible to calculate long-term abundance trends) while just 45 (11%) increased.  
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Why are we still losing wildlife in Devon? 
The picture painted above is reflected well in a quick review carried out in De-
cember 2019 in northern Devon, where I live, by people with detailed local 
knowledge of wildlife, of evidence of recent biodiversity decline and the under-
lying factors.  (Thanks to Barry Henwood and John Walters for participating in 
this.)  Only for birds could we say with any certainty that declines have oc-
curred – as with lichens, vascular plants, etc, the information is just not there 
at a county level for any invertebrates, butterflies and moths included.  Howev-
er, based on what scraps of knowledge we do have and drawing on national 
data, we reached the conclusion that the major cause of any ongoing loss of 
biodiversity is likely to be continuing agricultural intensification – Devon’s 
green, grassy, fields are virtual wildlife deserts – coupled with a lack of land-
scape dynamism leading to a paucity of early successional habitats and grad-
ual ecotones.  As with so many other parts of England, we have a landscape 
that is, in land-use terms, effectively frozen in time.  Poor soil management, 
nutrient enrichment due to atmospheric N deposition, and increasing use of 
pesticides (especially for maize) are probably other important factors.  The 
impact of climate change on Devon’s biodiversity is as yet unclear from the 
evidence available.  A major conclusion is that we need to continue to promote 
changes at a landscape level in addition to focussing on reserves and other 
habitat patches that remain relatively biodiverse – their wildlife is heavily im-
pacted by external factors and cannot survive in isolation. 
 
My thanks to Alan Stubbs, Roger Morris and Richard Fox for drawing my at-
tention to relevant publications. 
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Good numbers of Small Pearl-bordered Fritil-
lary was a surprise for Dave Land when he pic-
nicked on Marden Down near Moretonhampstead 
in mid-May. He estimates well over 100 were pre-
sent during his afternoon visit. He also saw a worn 
Pearl-bordered Fritillary, a species which he be-
lieves has not been recorded from there for a while. 
 
Little Breach reserve has also had excitement 
this season with news of the presence of Marsh 
Fritillary for the 3rd consecutive year. Rick Tillett, 
reserve officer, saw 3 on 18th May.                        
Small Pearl-bordered Fritillary has also reap-
peared after a 6 year absence. John Marshall saw 
1, possibly 2 on 20th May, and John Bell recorded 
3 on 30th May. 
 
Garden Pearl-bordered: A Pearl-
bordered Fritillary was seen on 12th 
May in the garden of Tim Davis and 
Tim Jones at Berrynarbor, near 
Ilfracombe. This was the first record 
for the butterfly at their home of 20 
years, and they believe the record 
could be the first for the species in 
grid square SS54 since 1970. They 
have occasionally had visits in early 
summer from Small Pearl-bordered 
Fritillary, and overall have an impres-
sive list of 27 species of butterfly for 
their garden. 
 
 

All The Moor Butterfly project summary of results for 2019 Simon Phelps               

High Brown Fritillary – Exmoor & Dartmoor  

Worrying declines on Exmoor but welcome increases on Dartmoor.  
On Exmoor in the Heddon Valley, the High Brown Fritillary was recorded on 6 
sites. It remained stable on 1, increased on 1 and decreased on 4. Numbers 
have been falling on Exmoor since 2016 and at some sites the numbers are now 
very low. The reasons for this decline are not fully understood, however they are 
probably linked to the lack of grazing on many sites and issues relating to brack-
en growth and climate change.  
Things are looking more positive for this species on Dartmoor where numbers 
have been rising since 2017. It was recorded on 8 sites in 2019. At its core met-

Small Pearl-bordered Fritil-
lary DAVE LAND 

Pearl-bordered Fritillary at Berrynarbor 
TIM DAVIS 
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apopulation network in the Dart Valley, it increased at 5 sites and declined at 
1. The grazing of these sites by cattle and ponies, combined with habitat man-
agement by the Devon Wildlife Trust, is having a positive impact on the habitat 
in the Dart Valley.  
Marsh Fritillary – Poor weather halted the re-
covery on Dartmoor 
Marsh Fritillary was recorded on 32 sites on Dart-
moor. Numbers rose on some sites, but remained 
stable or fell on others. The anticipated rise (due to 
natural boom-bust population cycle) did not occur at 
many sites, probably due to the poor weather during 
the flight period in June.  
Pearl-bordered Fritillary – Numbers fell on Dartmoor 
The Pearl-bordered Fritillary had an ok year on 
Dartmoor and was recorded on 36 sites. Num-
bers fell or stabilised at most sites, with a few 
notable increases at sites like Castle Drogo. The 
species has remained stable on Dartmoor since 
2014, which is positive to see. 
 
This is the final species monitoring update from ATMB project, as it comes to 
the end of its 3 years of Lottery funding at the end of March 2020.  
We wish to say a massive thank you to all of the amazing volunteers and part-
ner organisations who have helped survey these species. You have all done a 
brilliant job and provided us with essential data that helps us to monitor how 
these special species are faring.  
A special thank you also goes to the landowners and farmers who have al-
lowed us to monitor the species on their land and who have supported our 
work with them on the project.  
  
 
Early season news from Lydford Old Rail-
way reserve: The National Trust (NT) closed the 
Waterfall car park as part of the anti-virus 
measures early on. Effectively, no access has 
been available to the BC reserve there, but Colin 
Sargent, reserve officer, has been able to take 
advantage of the brief NT staff visits there by 
arranging to do some monitoring during these 
periods. On 15th May, Heath Fritillary was on the 
wing and an encouraging 20 adults were seen in 
section 2, the main breeding area, with a further 2 
on section 4. Additionally, Colin saw 5 Small 
Pearls in sec. 2 and another 6 in sec. 4. Section 4 also had 6 Small Heath present, 
a species not normally seen in such number on the reserve. 

Marsh Fritillary pair  
PETE HURST 

Heath Fritillary ab. corythalia 
DAVE LAND 
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White-letter Hairstreak pupa                                                                        

Barry Henwood 

On 21st May I was walking at Staverton with 
my wife. I noticed the presence of a significant 
amount of Wych Elm.  I thought it worth looking 
upwards to see if I could see any silhouettes of 
White-letter Hairstreak larvae.  It was not long 
before I noticed a silhouette, but shaped more 
like a pupa.  I was pretty sure what I had found 
but it was well out of reach.  So, I returned in the evening with a step ladder to 
confirm that it was indeed a White-letter Hairstreak pupa.  There are no previ-
ous records for this species at Staverton.  However, there are plenty for the 
general Totnes/Dartington/Littlehempston area, but none for 24 years.  There is 
only one other record of a pupa in the Devon butterfly database and only one 
of a larva.  That larval record is mine from Wych Elm about a mile from my 
home. In fact I have found a larva on two or three occasions at the same site. 
The butterfly is widely distributed in Devon, but very elusive.  I encourage you 
to have a look for larvae in May and pupae from May to early July by standing 
under elms, especially Wych Elm and looking up to see if you can spot any tell-
tale silhouettes. Larvae are likely to be associated with nibbled leaves, but the 
pupa was under an unblemished leaf. 
 
 
Egglaying Commas: Whilst walking in warm sun-
shine on April 10th (during lockdown), I saw a 
Comma butterfly in a lane near to where I live, 
suddenly alighting on the sparse vegetation of an 
earthen-faced hedgebank. I assumed an egg she 
then laid had been deposited amongst some 
young nettle leaves, but as I homed in, I found it 
had been laid on a small English Elm leaf. 
 
Later the same day, whilst having a cup of tea on 
our garden bench, I saw another female Comma 
repeatedly landing on the leaves of a large rose 
bush, briefly “tasting” them before immediately 
moving on to other leaves. Within moments, the butterfly had moved off in 
its search for a suitable host plant. 
 
Having witnessed two Commas in egglaying mode, I thought I would check our 
newly-sprouted Wild Hop to see if any eggs might be there. I had seen Com-
mas laying there in previous summers, but never in springtime. On inspecting 
the fresh, recently-opened young leaves, sure enough a Comma had already 
visited, and I quickly found 4 green eggs laid at the very edges of the leaves. 

White-letter Hairstreak pupa 
BARRY HENWOOD 

Roosting Comma 
PETE HURST 
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Notes from a Small Garden in 2019  Pete Hurst 
 
Dandelions are often viewed as annoying weeds, 
but in our garden, when their flowers appear in 
March any butterflies out of hibernation are drawn 
to them, usually a Peacock or Red Admiral. Dan-

delions are one of the 
first nectar-rich wild-
flowers to appear in 
spring. 
 
Last year, we had abundant self-sown Forget-me
-nots which flowered for several weeks and gave 
us much pleasure. In our garden, Scarlet Tiger 
moth larvae prefer Forget-me-not to any other 
plant we have for feeding, and I was able to find 
the attractive larvae dotted about amongst this 

foodplant. Later in the year, the adult moths, which are dayflying had a good 
showing here, with males doing their undulating flight over our and our neigh-
bours’ gardens trying to track down the scent of any newly-hatched females. 
We witnessed 3 pairings in our garden that season. On one day, a few male 
moths were sitting around openly on garden bushes and other vegetation, 
when suddenly they all sprang into the air and began spiralling in on a female 
moth nearby that had obviously recently emerged. In all, 5 males were drawn 
to the scent of the female with one of the males quickly pairing with her and 
the others soon dispersing. 
 
Ruby Tiger moth which flies earlier in the season than Scarlet Tiger is also 
seen flying here in the day most years. Like Silver Y, Ruby Tigers also fly at 
night. The gingery-haired larvae overwinter and I have seen them openly 
basking in early warm sunshine. 
 
A relative of both Ruby and Scarlet Tiger is the Cinna-
bar moth, another day-flyer. We have a resident popu-
lation here although 2019 was not as populous as the 
previous year. The distinctive yellow and black-banded 
larvae (photo right, Pete Hurst) will crawl for long dis-
tances when the foodplant (ragworts) runs out. The 
larvae obviously have a good “nose” for the foodplant 
as 2 small ragworts I potted in 4 inch high pots, stand-
ing in large saucers outside the conservatory acquired 
2 wandering larvae! 
 
A wasp’s nest that we had here in 2018 gave rise to 
numbers of the impressive Hornet Hoverfly in 2019. 

Scarlet Tiger larva on  
  Forget-me-not PETE HURST 

Peacock PETE HURST 
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The hoverfly’s larvae apparently feed on the detritus in the 
nest and appear as adults the following year. I saw about 10 
adult hoverflies that had emerged from the old nest roosting 
on walls nearby. On inspecting the old nest in the ground earli-
er in the spring, I saw a “bait ball” of woodlice on top, obvious-
ly relishing the old paper fabric of the former nest. 
 
Bindweed gets weeded out from where we grow flowers or 
vegetables, but there is always a plentiful supply of the weed 

in the wilder parts of the garden. Being 
the foodplant of Common and White 
Plume moths, we see them here every 
year. What was a pleasant surprise in 
2019 was finding a Hemp Agrimony 
Plume,  probably the smallest of the 
plume moth family. The moth was sitting on its foodplant 
which we have only had in the garden for 2 or 3 years. 
 

Our garden buckthorn seems to attract an egglaying female Brimstone most 
years. In 2019, I chanced upon a pupa which was situated very low down on a 
Couch grass stem only a foot above ground level. We were lucky enough to 
watch the adult emerging on 9th July. It quickly inflated its wings after hatch-
ing, taking little more than 5 minutes until the wings looked normal. 
 

 
 

 
Holly Blue has had another excellent first brood in my experience. It is re-
garded as a boom and bust species that crashes in numbers every few years, 
but this has not happened around where I live for quite a few years now. Cer-
tainly for the last few years the first broods have seemed to be just as strong 
as the second brood when in the past it seemed common that the second 
brood was nearly always noticeably stronger. 

Hornet Hoverfly 
that emerged 
from a wasp’s 

nest  
PETE HURST 

Hemp Agrimony Plume 
PETE HURST 

Brimstone pupa, 
left, 2 days before 
hatching. Newly 

hatched Brimstone, 
right 

PETE HURST 
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New caterpillar field guide  
A ground-breaking new book on caterpillars of 
Great Britain and Ireland has recently been 
published by Bloomsbury books and is widely 
available from booksellers. The principal au-
thor is Devon’s own Barry Henwood, our 
County Moth Recorder.  It deals with the larvae 
of 832 species of macro-moths and butterflies. 
 
18 years ago, I attended a Devon Moth 
Group event at Hembury Woods, Buckfast 
in late May. Barry was the event leader 
and a dozen keen Moth Group members 
arrived mid-evening before moth traps 
were set, and searched for larvae in the 
oak woodland. Lots of different types of 
moth larvae, macro and micro of varying 
age were duly brought to Barry for identifi-
cation and he confidently named each and 
every species. I had never before wit-
nessed someone with this rare skill and was 
greatly impressed by Barry’s knowledge. I realised that he himself must have 
reared the early stages of many of our moth fauna. 
 
The new book is a very welcome publication, as more and more enthusiasts 
seek to try and identify the larvae they find. The Jim Porter book “The Colour 
Identification Guide to Caterpillars of the British Isles” published in 1997 by Vi-
king was itself ground-breaking at the time in that it featured colour photographs 
of all the butterfly and macro-moth larvae. Barry and co-author Phil Sterling’s 
latest book has the benefit of crystal-clear illustrations by the leading wildlife 
illustrator Richard Lewington. Some of the photos in the Porter book don’t al-
ways clearly represent the features and subtleties of the larvae being a limitation 
of the format of photograph, especially when the photos had to be small to fit all 
the species in the book.  
 
The new book follows a similar layout to the Field Guide to the Micro Moths of 
Great Britain and Ireland by Phil Sterling and Mark Parsons published by British 
Wildlife Publishing in 2012, being the same size and having distribution maps 
with each species text. The caterpillar book is a lovely publication with satisfy-
ingly lots of information in, much of it unique and not published before. 
 
I asked Barry about how his interest in lepidoptera began and also how the 
book came to be, and he replied: “I started rearing caterpillars I found when 
still at primary school. I can remember rearing Large and Small White and 
Lackey  at a young age. The latter was just abundant, but sadly no longer 
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so.  At the age of 13, I managed to persuade my parents that they should ac-
quire a moth trap for me.  That increased the scope of rearing  
caterpillars as I now had the opportunity to more easily obtain eggs from adult 
moths.  At the age of 16, I got a SLR camera and started taking photographs as a 
reference because of a paucity of caterpillar books.  As the years went by, camera 
equipment improved and nowadays stunning results can be achieved. 
 
“Through rearing in the region of 640 species, I was able to observe things 
about their natural history that had never been noticed before. For example, True 
Lover's Knot has a non-feeding final instar and Common and Large Emeralds be-
come covered in algae during diapause which aids crypsis.   
 
“As soon as the Field Guide to the Micro-moths 
of Great Britain and Ireland was published, Brit-
ish Wildlife Publishing said to Phil Sterling that 
they would like an equivalent book on caterpil-
lars.  Phil considered I had the expertise need-
ed to be lead author. BWP was taken over by 
Osprey Books which was taken over by Blooms-
bury. The project took about 4 years and the 
book has been well received.  The first print run 
of 2,500 had sold out within the first month”. 
 
Barry is always on the lookout for larvae and recently chanced on a High Brown 
Fritillary larva (see photo above) in the Dart Valley on 15th May 2020. 
 
 
 
Early riser: On 20th May this year I was was sur-
prised to see through the window what I thought was 
a butterfly doing a high sortie around the garden. It 
was 6.40 am and the temperature was 9C and sun-
shine had not yet broken through the cover of mist. 
As I stepped out into the garden, I quickly realised it 
was a Cinnabar moth, and being a larger example, 
very likely a female. This diurnal moth usually only 
gets active in warm sunshine in my experience so I 
could only wonder what had stirred it into action in 
the dull and cool conditions. 
 
A Green Hairstreak turned up in the garden again, 
and is the only one I have seen so far this year  
though plenty of others have been reported across 
Devon. It is only the third or maybe fourth seen here in nearly 30 years, and I 
believe they must breed along the A38 embankments close by. 

Larva of High Brown Fritillary 
BARRY HENWOOD 

Cinnabar 
PETE HURST 
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It seems a long time ago since the winter storms but Dave Gregory here re-
minds us of them in his article. 

 
A Butterfly Legacy of the UK Winter Storms Dave Gregory 
Having spent a glorious week of normal site seeing in the Andalusian sun-
shine during the second week of February this year, I was a little disappoint-
ed at not seeing any Butterflies in the very pleasant warm weather. However  
the holiday had been most memorable  in itself, with several days in the city 
of Seville and long walks along its majestic riverside. Yet preparing to come 
home on Saturday the 15th I was still somewhat perturbed at having spent a 
week in the sun but not seeing a single butterfly. 
 
But all that was to change suddenly with the news of a very deep storm 
brewing in the UK. We were informed just before departing that our flight 
back home had been cancelled due to the severity of the storm. 
 
After trying to get a flight for another return date, found the earliest we could get 
home was on the 20th. That gave me an extra five days of possibly Butterfly 
hunting! So on Sunday the 16th we set out to the countryside to visit the ancient 
Roman ruins of Italica. It was a very warm sunny day, without a breath of wind. I 
knew things were looking up after seeing  a Brimstone, then two Large Whites 
fluttering through the meadows from the windows of the bus taking us to Italica. 
 
Once at the site I spotted another White very close to 
me in a meadow next to the Roman Amphitheatre ru-
ins. I dashed after it camera in hand and suddenly it 
settled on a patch of yellow flowers long enough for me 
to get a nice photo and identify it as a Green-striped 
White, a new species for me. It was very fresh and 
pristine, probably its first day on the wing. Suddenly all 
the dreary days of the UK winter just faded away and it 
was like being in Devon on a warm April day again.  
 
After a look around at the incredible Roman ruins we 
headed for the little café area near the public entrance, 
and whilst taking some welcome refreshment, I then 
noticed a small group of tiny silver grey looking little butterflies nectaring feverish-
ly on a large Rosemary bush in a newly planted rock garden by my side. I took a 
few photos, but none of them would settle for long enough to get a clear photo. 
So I decided I would try again for a photo in a few days time. Returning two days 
later, I managed to get some decent shots and identified them afterwards when 
home, as Lang’s Short-tailed Blues.  This was another new species for me. 
There were quite a few Large and Small Whites and one Painted Lady on 
the wing that day also but my greatest exciting spot was a medium sized 
Green Butterfly with black markings sail by me before I had chance to swing 
my camera into action. On returning home to the UK I have managed to 

Green-striped White 
DAVE GREGORY 
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identify it as a Greenish Black-tip, it was beautiful and so 
I was a little aggrieved that I could not get a photo, but at 
least I have now seen one of these beautiful butterflies. 
 
On the 17th I visited the famous Parque de María Luisa 
gardens and was pleasantly rewarded with another but-
terfly species in the semi shade of local trees, which I 
believe is a Spanish version of our own Speckled Wood. It 
was like a Speckled Wood that we know in the UK but 
seemed to have a different contrast of markings. How-
ever a local expert informed me it was a Speckled 
Wood so I must report it as that. There were about six 
of them flitting about and then sunbathing, and one re-
peatedly chased off a friendly Red Admiral that tried to 
join their throng. But on the 18th I had another great 
day, as walking along the Guadalquivir river in the City 
itself I noticed another little butterfly, skimming about in 

a planted Border of Nasturtiums 
with the odd Geranium plant 
growing through them.  
It was a very obliging little creature, 
and I got several great photos of it 
during the course of about twenty 
minutes mid-afternoon. I could 
identify it immediately as a fresh 
new Geranium Bronze, even never 
seeing one before, I recognised it 
easily from my memories of photos 
of ones seen in Devon in 2018. It 
was a little fellow in perfect condi-
tion, and again probably newly on 
the wing. 

So this gave me my fourth new spe-
cies for my collection and I was 

very , very pleased to have had the chance to stay a few 
days longer than expected, and have four wonderful sunny 
days chasing Butterflies again so very early in the year. 
 
All I can do is attribute my most productive extended stay to 
the legacy of storm Dennis, several hundred miles away, yet greatly influencing 
my Butterfly passions of the New Year.  
 

Dave Gregory (comments welcome, davegregory2000@yahoo.com) 

Lang’s Short-tailed Blue 
DAVE GREGORY 

Continental Speckled Wood 
DAVE GREGORY 

Geranium Bronze DAVE 
GREGORY 
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Peacock left, on Polyanthus 
in a garden after release 

from indoors on 8th March 
JONATHAN AYLETT 

Orange Tip pair below, 
on Hedge Garlic food 
plant and larva, right 
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Pale Prominent, left 
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Green Hairstreak and Small Pearl-bordered Fritillary 
DAVID TURRELL 


