
Teacher/Leader notes

Butterflyand MothPairsGame

For starters:

n  Download and print off the Butterfly Conservation butterfly and moth ID sheets:  
https://butterfly-conservation.org/our-work/education/childrens-resources

n  Print your Game Cards, Antennae Cards and Word Cards and then cut them out.  
Make multiple sets for a class of learners.

n  Stick them to pieces of card to make them more durable. You could laminate them,  
but using card is more environmentally friendly.

n  Optional: print butterfly and moth Flash Cards.

Equipment to play the game:

For players:

n  Game Cards - 5 moth and 5 butterfly (per team)

n  Word Cards x 2 (per team)

n  Antennae Card x 1 (per team)

n  Butterfly Conservation butterfly and moth ID sheets (1 set per team).

For leader:

n  Teacher/leader notes

n  Answers sheet

n  Butterfly and moth Flash Cards (optional) (10 in total).

Let’s play:

Part 1:

n  Organise the learners into groups, giving each a pack of Game, Word and Antennae Cards.

n  Place butterfly and moth Game Cards face down and mix them up on table/ground.

n  Place the butterfly and moth Word Cards face up on either side of face down cards.

n  Players take turns to pick up a face down card, look at it and then put it down again, remembering 
where they laid it down. If it corresponds to another card where they know the location, they can pick 
up the second card to make a pair. The winner collects the most matched ‘pairs’.

n  Each card is cut along the symmetry line – so a discussion can be had about symmetry and what it is.



Teacher/Leader notes (continued)

Butterflyand MothPairsGame

Butterfly Conservation:
Company limited by guarantee, registered in England (2206468) 
Registered Office: Manor Yard, East Lulworth, Wareham, Dorset, BH20 5QP
Tel: 01929 400 209
Charity registered in England & Wales (254937) and in Scotland (SCO39268)

www.munchingcaterpillars.org

 If time, 
the players can 

find out a piece of 
information about the 10 

species - for example, 
what plants do their 

caterpillars eat?

Let’s play (continued):

Part 2:

n  Once all cards are matched up, players can look at cards and decide 
whether it is a butterfly or moth (based on their antennae) and then 
place it with the relevant butterfly or moth Word Card.

n  If they can’t remember the difference between butterfly and moth 
antennae themselves, the leader can give them the Antennae Card. 
Butterflies have clubbed antennae and moths have non-clubbed/
feathery antennae.

n  In total there are 5 butterflies and 5 moths.

n  This can be a race for the first team to complete.

Part 3:

n  Once into the two groups, identify each Game Card  
to species level using the butterfly and moth ID sheets.

n  To help them remember  
what they decided, the  
leader can give out  
some paper to  
write down their  
answers.

n  Check their findings  
using the Flash Cards.

Scottish Curriculum Experiences and Outcomes:

n  Focus areas: species identification, simple classification, symmetry, literacy.

n  Level 1: LIT 1-09a; LIT 1-14a; MTH 1-19a; SCN 1-01a.

n   Level 2: LIT 2-09a; LIT 2-14a; MTH 2-19a; SCN 2-01a.
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Garden Tiger

Female Common Blue
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Red Admiral

The answers moths:

The answers butterflies:
Male  
Common 
Blue
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Cut out the Game Cards along the white dotted line, then using the yellow dotted line, cut each card into two pieces.
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Cut out the Game Cards along the white dotted line, then using the yellow dotted line, cut each card into two pieces.



This isa female. The male ismore colourful. 
Look for him on your IDsheet.
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Cut out the Game Cards along the white dotted line, then using the yellow dotted line, cut each card into two pieces.



Cut out the 3 Word and Antennae Cards along the blue dotted lines.
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