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A note from your new editor 
 
Hello everyone, I’m Emma your new Butterfly Conservation Newsletter editor. I have 
recently taken over this role from Pete Hurst, who has being doing a magnificent job 
for the past 16 years. I would like thank him for all of his superb guidance and sup-
port in helping me get to grips with this role.  
 
I am a brand new Butterfly Conservation member, having been gifted my member-
ship as a birthday present last year. I have found it fascinating to learn about the 
organisation and all the important work it does to help our butterflies and moths. One 
of the things I found most useful when my membership pack arrived was the guide to 
‘Gardening for Butterflies and Moths’. I used this guide during lockdown to help me 
plan and create wildlife friendly areas in my garden, as we all know butterflies and 
moths need our help, so with this in mind and plenty of time on my hands I decided 
to give it a go. Gardening for wildlife is a very rewarding pastime, I found you have to 
let go of most notions of neatness, as letting things grow wild is the order of the day. 
However there are things we can add into the wild mix that will encourage wildlife 
into our gardens and that will create habitats and food-plants. 
 
I live in the village of Abbotskerswell. I am lucky to have a large south facing garden 
so it gets the sun all day and as butterflies are sun-loving insects I feel I’m already at 
an advantage. As I read the guide I realised I already had some butterfly and moth 
friendly plants. Holly, Buddleia, Lavender, Primrose, Rosemary, Mint, Thyme and an 
abundance of Nettles! I followed the guide and made a list of the plants I wanted to 
introduce. Armed with my new knowledge but unable to go out because of lockdown 
I emailed our local garden centre to see if they could get hold of the plants I wanted. 
After a few weeks of waiting and a number of phone calls I was very excited, finally 
to be able to collect my new plants. I bought Eryngium, Cat Mint, Sedums, Ajuga, 
Fuchsia and Allium and set about planting them. I was not idle while waiting for my 
plants to arrive, I also planted lots of flower seeds. Once grown, these seedlings 
were gifted and swapped with family, neighbours and friends so I ended up with an 
array of plants in my border and reaped the rewards of a garden buzzing with insects 
and invertebrates that is still blooming lovely today! 
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Roger Bristow 

Devon BC is sad to announce 
that Roger Bristow passed 
away at home on 
14th September after several 
weeks of illness. He had been 
County Butterfly Recorder 
since 1985 (35 years!) and did 
a year or two stint as Branch 
Chairman in the early 2000’s. 
His 1993 book on Devon But-
terflies, co-authored with Si-
mon Mitchell and David Bol-
ton, is still used by many en-
thusiasts for its species  
accounts, maps and historical 
records. It is intended to say 
more about Roger in the next 
newsletter.  

Roger at the 2010 members day in Crediton 

Devon Branch Butterfly Conservation AGM 2020 
 

As we are sadly unable to hold the members’ day this year, we would like 
to invite you to join our online Annual General Meeting on Tuesday Oc-
tober 13th 2020 at 6pm, during which we also hope to also be able to 
present a Moth Report. 
 
In order to make the most of the time during the meeting, if members have 
any questions for the committee please would you submit them before-
hand by email to Committee Secretary, Amy Walkden 
on: amy.amy@me.com 

The Annual General Meeting is open to all members and will be held via 
ZOOM on Tuesday October 13th at 6pm 

Meeting ID: 266 232 8301 
Passcode: BCDevon 
 

mailto:amy.amy@me.com
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High numbers of Small Tortoiseshell in August  
Pete Hurst 
 
On 19th and 20th of August this year Devon had strong or fresh southerly 
winds blowing in from the continent. In the following couple of weeks,    
sudden high numbers of Small Tortoiseshell were reported in the county,  
mainly from the northern half starting from the 20 th: 
 

• 20th August Chittlehampton:  
 40 Small Tortoiseshells in garden mainly on Lavender and Inula flowers. 
 

• 22nd August South Molton:  
8 Small Torts. on garden Buddleia. 
 

• 26th August Dolton village centre:  
24 Small Torts. on a long bed of Valerian 
 

• 30th August Stoke Canon near Exeter:  
15 Small Torts. on garden Buddleia “with another half dozen or so scat-
tered about a couple of bushes nearby”. 
 
On 29th and 30th of the month, Devon had fresh northerly winds and  
suddenly I saw a few Small Torts. in our garden on the latter date. Also that 
day whilst walking a transect at Trendlebere, southeast Dartmoor, I counted 
19 Small Torts. on and off transect. Most were feeding on heather flowers, 
and I suspect they had been blown back from localities further north where 
high numbers had been reported. It is very unusual to see high numbers on 
the moor and previously I have only ever seen ones and twos if any whilst 
walking my transect. 

 Summer reports of Long-tailed Blue 
in Devon 
 
More sightings of Long-tailed Blue have 
been made this year in Devon with reports 
including Berry Head, Dawlish Warren and 
Seaton. 2020 is the second year in a row 
with a string of records in the county for 
this usually very rare immigrant butterfly. 
August seems to have been the main 
month for sightings this year, but it is quite 
possible that progeny from any breeding 
could appear in the autumn. 
 

Long Tailed Blue 

DENNIS KALLMER 
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Brown Argus  
Aricia agestis in our garden Barry Henwood 
 
On 7 June 2020 I was surprised to see a 
Brown Argus flying around our lawn at 
Abbotskerswell, near Newton Abbot. I 
was even more surprised when I saw 
another on 15 June, although I cannot 
be certain it was not the same individual.  
 
We have a large lawn which has no 
chemicals applied and it is certainly not 
synonymous with grass. It is mown on a 
high cut and large areas are left uncut 
for several weeks at a time in the sum-
mer. There are some interesting plants in the lawn including large areas 
of Small-flowered Buttercup, Ranunculus parviflorus and an annual Ge-
ranium, probably Cut-leaved Crane’s-bill G. dissectum. Another annual, 
Dove’s-foot Crane’s-bill G. molle is a well known foodplant of Brown Ar-
gus and Cut-leaved Crane’s-bill is a presumed foodplant as egg laying 
has been observed on it. I wondered if these butterflies could have     
resulted from larvae in the garden or indeed whether they would breed 
here. At the time of writing 23 August I have seen no more. At present, 
the Geranium has all died back and the next generation has not          
appeared. Late last summer there were plenty of adult Brown Argus at 
Orley Common, Ipplepen but I could not find any Geranium for them to 
lay on and Common Rock-rose, Helianthemum nummularium does not 
occur there. It remains a mystery to me how a colony can survive under 
such circumstances and I can only speculate. Maybe the butterflies are 
better than I am at finding tiny seedlings. Alternatively, although the   
species is described as double brooded, in reality it may be partially  
double brooded. In other words some of the larvae from the first genera-
tion adults could have gone into diapause to produce adults the following 
year, while others went on to produce the second generation. My experi-
ence of studying life histories of a great many species of Lepidoptera 
over many years is that for so-called double brooded species the situa-
tion in reality is more complex. It is likely that many, if not most, second 
generations are partial but that could mean the great majority or a tiny 
minority of individuals in any particular species go on to produce the  
second generation. 

Brown Argus 
BARRY HENWOOD 
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Brown Argus increasing its distribution in Devon?  
Pete Hurst 
 
Along with Barry’s note of finding Brown Argus in his garden for the first 
time, Dave Smallshire also recorded one on the edge of Chudleigh town 
this summer. I have not seen this butterfly in Chudleigh in the 30 years 
that I have lived here, so again this is probably a new resident. 
 
A report also came from a site in Uffculme in East Devon this summer 
from some keen butterfly spotters who had not seen the species there 
before. 
 
Roger Brothwood in Bovey Tracey, who keeps a close eye on butterflies 
in his locality, also had the species as a first in his garden on 23rd  May 
this year when he photographed it on his lawn. He initially thought it was 
a moth flying about but it settled in his grass like a Common Blue might. 
Careful examination of his photograph confirmed it was Brown Argus and 
not a female Common Blue. 
 
Brown Argus nationally has been expanding its range for some years 
now, said to be linked to its more recent use of Cranesbills and Storks-
bills for the larval foodplant rather than the more localised Rock Rose 
which is typically the larval food in limestone and coastal areas. Perhaps 
these new sightings are showing the butterfly spreading in Devon too. 

 
Silver-washed Fritillary 
 
Roger Brothwood, who saw a 
Silver-washed Fritillary last year 
lay an egg on his conifer bush 
(photo in Devon BC newsletter 
106, October 2019) in Bovey 
Tracey, saw a repeat perfor-
mance this July. Undoubtedly 
the female butterfly will have 
detected the presence of Dog 
Violets, the larval food plant, on 
the ground nearby.  
 

Silver-washed Fritillary 
ROGER BROTHWOOD 
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Comma Larvae  
Bob Heckford 
 
The last issue had an interesting 
note by Pete Hurst on egg-laying 
Commas as well as a rightly  
enthusiastic appreciation of the 
Field Guide to the Caterpillars of 
Great Britain and Ireland written by 
Barry Henwood and Phil Sterling, 
published this year. Their book has 
a fascinating section on larval 
Defence Mechanisms. Last year 
Peter Eeles produced Life Cycles 
of British and Irish Butterflies. In his 
detailed account of the Comma 
larva, pages 262–263, he likens the orange-brown and white two-tone    
appearance from the third instar onwards (far more apparent in the fourth 
and final instars) to that of a bird-dropping. Barry and Phil do not make  
mention of this. 
 
On the 7th June I found two second instar larvae at Hardwick Woods, 
Plympton, feeding on underside of the leaves of Wych Elm. Intrigued and 
encouraged by both books, I collected the larvae in the hope of photo-
graphing them at various instars. This I did and then released the resulting 
adults in early July exactly where I had found the larvae. 
 
Throughout their time in separate, large, containers the larvae in all instars 
always stayed on the underside of the leaves whether feeding or not. On 
page 106 of their book, Barry and Phil record that the larva sits on the  
underside of a leaf and, when large, occasionally on the upper side. Peter 
Eeles gives a slightly different account of its behaviour. He states that in the 
first two instars the larva feeds on the underside but that from the third instar 
it increasingly feeds on the upper side. 
 
This note does not address whether the two-tone appearance of the larva 
from the third instar onwards is a bird-dropping mimic (when the larva is on 
the underside this would seem an unlikely defence mechanism) but I      
noticed what might be a defence mechanism when photographing the     
larvae. To take the images I had to turn the leaves upside down so that the 
larvae were viewed as sitting on top of the leaves. I took multiple shots, 
each spanning about a minute, of each larva at various instars. I noticed 
that on several occasions when taking such shots each larva would raise its 

Comma Larva, rear end raised, 4th instar 
BOB HECKFORD 
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rear end.  
 
This included times when the larva was about to change skin and so was at 
a vulnerable stage. I cannot be certain but I think that this was a  
reaction to the sound that my camera made when each shot was taken, 
because this did not happen if I simply turned the leaves upside down  
without taking any photographs. 
 
One of the images accompanying this note shows this reaction and it 
seems to me that the larva is displaying a defence mechanism to frighten a 
predator. Perhaps the posture represents a creature with an open mouth or 
something that is very prickly or simply very unfamiliar, and the anal   
claspers could be viewed as eyes. Certainly the larva holds those legs in a 

way that emphasises the black 
sclerotized area low down on the 
outside of each leg as well as the 
black, hooked, crochets at the end 
of the legs. 
 
Another possible, defence mecha-
nism occurs in the fourth and fifth 
instars. This involves the spira-
cles, which are black in all instars, 
and the surrounding areas. From 
the second instar on they are en-
circled with a colour paler than 
the adjoining body colour. In the    
second and third instars the area 
encircling the spiracles is pale 

grey or white and the sides of each segment are blackish with some inter-
rupted white markings. At this stage the spiracles and surrounding areas 
are not very noticeable. All this changes in the fourth instar, and remains in 
the fifth  instar. Now each spiracle and its encircling very pale grey or white 
area is outlined, and so emphasised, by a very distinct yellow-orange semi-
oval shape. I think that the result gives the larva the appearance of having 
eyes laterally. When the larva curves its body, which is not infrequently, at 
least one of the ‘eyes’ appears more prominently, as shown in the accom-
panying image. 
 
 

Comma Larva, showing ‘eyes’ 
BOB HECKFORD 
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Sand Wasps  
John Rickett 
 
Walking on the coast footpath between 
Soar and Bolt Head my eye was caught 
by a large ant-like insect. I thought it 
might be a beetle. It was trying to carry 
a huge caterpillar to a hole in the 
ground nearby. The caterpillar was 
larger than the ‘beetle’ itself. It was too 
large for the hole and not able to get it 
in.   

Barry Henwood has identified that the 
‘beetle’ was a Sand wasp Ammophila 
sabulosa. They are distinctive, colour-
ful and powerful, for they need to carry large caterpillars. This one is      
identified by Barry as a Red Chestnut moth caterpillar.  
 
They are solitary (female) wasps.  Having captured a caterpillar, it is       
paralysed and carried to the nest which is a simple hole in the ground. An 
egg is then laid on the caterpillar and the wasp closes the hole in the ground 
to conceal it.  It then goes off either to make another nest hole or to raid the 
nest of another wasp.   
 
After finding any such she might steal the caterpillar or eat any egg 
laid. Following that she would leave her own egg. Several nesting holes are 
made by each wasp and each may contain several caterpillars. 

Sand Wasp and                                   
Red Chestnut Moth Caterpillar 

JOHN RICKETT 

Sand Wasp carrying paralysed caterpillar 
JOHN RICKETT 
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Cbeebies at Lydford Gorge 
Colin Sargent 
 
I was walking along a beach in Cornwall a couple of 
weeks ago when I received a phone call from the 
BBC asking if I could provide them with details of 
where they could film some footage of butterflies for 
their Cbeebies programme. They found me through 
the Butterfly Conservation website and wanted 
someone local as they had a cameraman based at 
Okehampton. As it was later in the year for getting 
footage of butterflies, I had to act quickly as the 
weather plays a huge part in being successful,         

I had visited our reserve at Lyford a couple of 
weeks earlier and seen 11 different varieties of 
butterfly. 
I rang Pete Hurst for some advice and he suggest-
ed I contact Jenny Plackett who gave me the all 
clear and along with access permission granted 
from the National Trust, I arranged a date to meet 
the cameraman and do the filming.  
The weather was perfect and we got some great 
footage of Large and Small Whites, Small Cop-
pers, Tortoiseshell, Speckled Wood and lots of 
Red Admiral too.  
The footage will be used for a Cbeebies pro-
gramme due to be broadcast next year. 

Jersey Tiger moth 
The adults can be found flying on warm days and visiting flowers, such 
as Buddleia. They also fly at night and come to light. The caterpillars can 
be seen from September to the following May, overwintering as small 
larvae. This one was spotted in the car! 

Jersey Tiger from above and below 
CAROLYN THOMAS 
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Haiku – Autumn Butterflies  
 

Three white butterflies 
Dancing above fading leaves 

And summer turning. 
 

Camberwell beauty 
Purple and cream reflecting 

Sunlight on soft plums. 
 

Garlands of ivy 
Full of feeding butterflies 

And hunting hornets. 
 

Evening sun on leaves 
The gold turning to orange 

Where a comma basks. 
 

One band of late sun 
One glowing silver birch trunk 

One red admiral 
 

Late autumn’s remnant 
A single frayed speckled wood 

On its final flight? 
 

Across the North Sea 
Painted ladies head homeward 

Riding high thermals 
 
 
 

Richard Stewart 
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Essex Skipper Thymelicus lineola  
 
First Confirmed Devon Record 
 
On July 21st 2019 I was walking the Coastal 
Path from Axmouth to the Goat Island area of 
the Undercliff NNR to record second brood 
Wood White when I netted a “small” Skipper 
which on closer examination seemed to have 
the black-tipped antennae and short straight 
androconial streak typical of Essex Skipper . 
At the time I took a few photos with my phone 
before releasing the insect. On informing Bar-
ry Henwood of this find, I found that Essex Skipper had not been reliably 
recorded in Devon which I was not aware of. Apparently, earlier records 
from odd locations such as Braunton Burrows had never been verified. A 
dead butterfly found at Braunton Burrows in 2010 with black-tipped anten-
nae proved to be Small Skipper on dissection. That individual was a female. 
The male has the additional character of shorter and straighter androconial 
streak than Small Skipper, so that with black tips to the antennae enables a 
definite identification of Essex Skipper. 
Unfortunately my photos were not good enough, especially of the forewing 
streak for a definite identification. I remained convinced that the butterfly 
was an Essex Skipper so on July 12th this year I returned to the same loca-
tion to see if I could find another individual. After netting and examining 
about a dozen likely skippers I found two that had the black-tipped anten-
nae all the way around and also the short straight forewing streak. This time 
I spent a lot of time photographing on continuous mode and after editing 
managed to get some sharp in focus shots. With this new evidence the Es-
sex Skipper is now a new butterfly to Devon dated retrospectively to 21st 
July 2019 having been duly accepted by our County Butterfly Recorder 
Roger Bristow. 
The habitat occupied by Essex Skipper here is a small strip of buffer land 
between a farmer's field and the coast path some 4m x 50m, with some of 
the butterflies patrolling the path itself. It is a very small area of flower rich 
grassland which holds Field Scabious, Common Bird's-foot trefoil, Wild Mar-
joram and Horseshoe Vetch. Unfortunately the field has been cut for hay so 
was a nectar-free zone, it would have great habitat potential if left uncut 
until August as it is full of Pyramidal Orchids and several large clumps of 
Horse-shoe Vetch. Further investigation of the grassland on Goat Island has 
so far proved negative for the Essex Skipper although it would appear on 
the face of it to be suitable habitat. Thanks to Barry Henwood and Roger 
Bristow for the background data. 

Essex Skipper 
Paul Butter July 2020 
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A Story of disappearing larvae (part 1)  
Pete Hurst 
 
On April 22nd this year, a female Brimstone was 
obviously delighted to discover our garden 
buckthorn and spent a period of nearly 3 hours 
laying eggs on the recently unfurled leaves. 
She was laying up to 6 eggs a minute but did 
have rests of several minutes or longer from 
time to time. I believe the same butterfly was 
present the following day (23rd) and also visited 
on 26th. On both these briefer additional visits, 
she seemed to lay a few more eggs. I think it is 
reasonable to assume that hundreds of eggs 
had been deposited on the buckthorn bush. 
 
By late May, I saw lots of large Brimstone larvae 
all over the large buckthorn bush. Prolonged warm weather had really 
brought them on and I wondered if we might get a bumper simultaneous 
hatching of adults in the weeks to come. In normal years we usually see one 
or two home-grown adult Brimstones and it is always a pleasure to see 
them. When I checked in again on June 15 th, no Brimstone larvae were visi-
ble anymore. Leaves everywhere on the bush had been well-eaten, more so 
than any previous season. Larvae had become full-grown and gone off to 
pupate, I thought. I reckoned the chances were high of being able to find a 
pupa (which I did last year) in the vegetation below the bush, but I drew a 
blank and was a bit surprised I couldn’t find one. At this stage, I was already 
beginning to wonder if there might have been a significant episode of preda-
tion by something or other. I had witnessed potentially hundreds of eggs be-
ing deposited, many of which had made it to sizeable larvae. I hadn’t noticed 
anything untoward at that stage, such as interest from birds . 
 
A week or so later, I was up early one morning (6.40 am) and glanced into 
the garden, I saw a small group of House Sparrows carefully searching 
through the foliage of our Buddleia bush which is adjacent to the buckthorn 
plant. These sparrows breed and mainly live around the farm a couple of 
hundred yards up our lane, and it is quite unusual to see them in our garden. 
Their purposeful behaviour led me to suspect that it was likely that they had 
recently discovered a supply of large juicy caterpillars in the neighbouring 
buckthorn bush. This hypothesis was supported by an ensuing relatively 
small hatch of adult butterflies (but more than in other years):- 
                  
 

Brimstone eggs 
PETE HURST 
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               July 10th: Newly hatched male and female Brimstone in the garden 
               July 11th: Male and female in garden 
               July 12th: Male and female 
               July 14th: Brimstone in garden (sex uncertain) 
               July 15th: Possible Brimstone seen 
               July 16th: Male and Female present 
               July 17th: Male and female present 
               July 18th: Male and female present 
               July 19th: Male seen 
               July 22nd: Male seen. Thereafter, no more sightings. 
 
Some of these were possibly repeat sightings but could have all been sepa-
rate individuals which dispersed the same day of hatching. We don’t have 
other breeding areas for the butterfly nearby that we are aware of, so almost 
certainly they all hatched in our garden. 
 
Moral of the story? The main purpose of a caterpillar’s life is to provide food 
for something else (but we always want some of them to make it through to 
the adult butterfly, and some invariably do!). 

I managed to get limited access to the reserve over a number of weeks dur-
ing the lock down when the National Trust were doing maintenance work at 
the gorge, the first count on the 15th May of 20 Heaths was very exciting as 
this was a high number from previous years, the numbers then decreased 
dramatically, I am hoping that they may have emerged early as this has hap-
pened in other areas this year, if this is the case, I would have missed seeing 
them.  

Limited Access due to  
lockdown 

1st April– 12th May            
no visits 

1st July-29th September  
no visits 
 

13-19 May Colin Sargent  x20 

20-26 May Colin Sargent x15 

27 May -2 June Colin Sargent x10 

3-9 June Colin Sargent x0 

10-16 June Colin Sargent x1 

17-23 June Colin Sargent x0 

24-30 June Colin Sargent x0 

Heath Fritillary transect results for 2020 at the Lydford reserve 
Colin Sargent 
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Quest for the White-letter Hairstreak 
Jacki and Kevin Solman 
 
During the early weeks of the Coronavirus Lockdown we explored our local 
area on foot, walking out from our home in Plymstock, near Plymouth, taking 
exercise and enjoying the local wildlife. We found areas of scrub, woodland 
and even a quarry we didn’t know existed. We had only been living there for 
30 years after all! 
We were surprised to see several stands of reasonably large Elm trees dur-
ing these walks and wondered if they might hold a population of White-Letter 
Hairstreaks. We had seen some 2 years ago on Wych Elm along the Plym 
Estuary. We noted where the trees were and planned a return visit in early 
Summer. 
So in late June we set off, walking around Billacombe Fields, into Pomphlett 
Plantation, past Stag Lodge and along The Dell walk in Saltram Estate and 
ending up along the Plym Estuary, where they had previously been seen.  
We watched for activity at each group of Elms, straining our necks looking up 
at the tops of the trees, but saw nothing. No sign at all of the elusive White-
Letter Hairstreak, absolutely none. 
Feeling a bit disheartened, we resigned ourselves to trying again a few days 
later and headed for home along the recently completely cycle path from 
Laira Bridge to the new housing estate.  And there, in the middle of an indus-
trial estate, on the side of a metal lamp post, less than 1m from the ground 
was a near perfect White-Letter Hairstreak!  We managed a few photos from 
point blank range, before it fluttered off towards the estuary.  There wasn’t an 
Elm in sight along the cycle path, but this lovely butterfly had rewarded us for 
all our efforts, less than half a mile from home. Next year we will stake out 
lamp posts, not elm trees! 

Postscript  
We returned to the area of our 
‘lamp post hairstreak’, looking for 
elms. Being used to small, scrub-
by, hedgerow specimens, we were 
surprised, and slightly embar-
rassed, to spot a huge, mature elm 
tree next to the cycle track, near to 
where we had seen the butterfly 
earlier. It was so big we almost 
missed it! 
We scanned the canopy, looking 
for movement. There – a flutter of 
wings – a butterfly was in the top of 
the tree. But what species was it.  

White-Letter Hairstreak 
KEVIN and JACKI SOLMAN 
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It teased us, taking several short flights, always landing behind a leaf, until 
finally it landed, in full sight, at the very top of the tree. It was what we had 
been hoping for, a White-Letter Hairstreak. 
On our return journey, several hours later, 
we looked again. It was still fluttering 
around the canopy. We think that this, to-
gether with our previous sightings, confirms 
that there is a small, healthy population of 
this elusive butterfly in this area. We also 
noticed several specimens of Cotoneaster, 
which the Central Park population favours 
for nectaring, not far away. 
 
We will certainly be keeping a close eye 
next year. 

White-Letter Hairstreak 

JACKI and KEVIN SOLMAN 

 

Brown Hairstreak egg survey—volunteer surveyors needed! 

Please get in touch if you’re interested in helping with a survey of Devon’s 
hedgerows, hunting for the beautiful eggs of the Brown Hairstreak butterfly. 
Keen eyes and patience required—but it is very rewarding! No experience 
necessary, full training and instructions will be provided. Dates to be con-
firmed. Please get in touch to register your interest.  
 

Jenny Plackett                     jplackett@butterfly-conservation.org 
 

Brown Hairstreak (reared) 
PETER EELES 

Brown Hairstreak egg 
SARAH MERIDITH 

Brown Hairstreak egg 
DAVID SIMCOX 
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Latest Report Lydford Gorge 22nd September 2020 

Colin Sargent 

The start to 2020 was a huge shock to everyone when we all had to go into 
lockdown because of the Coronavirus. After some restrictions were lifted, I 
managed to contact the National Trust who were doing maintenance work at 
the Gorge at Lydford. They gave me permission to check on the butterfly 
reserve which is just down the road from where I live. I managed a short visit 
on a Friday and when my shifts changed, I was given permission to drive in 
the forestry section to access the reserve from the end section, my thanks to 
all involved for allowing me to get some limited transects done.  

My first visit on the 15th May I counted 20 Heath Fritillaries which was a 
large amount compared to the last 3 previous years (18/05/17 = 15, 20/05/18 
= 12, 13/05/19 = 1) which was exciting to see and I thought the numbers 
would climb as the weeks progressed but a week later, down to 15 then 10 
and finally 1 and the last few visits 0. I have included a transect report form 
with the dates (see page 15.) There might have been more but my time was 
limited, plus I couldn't pick days when the weather was perfect, I did visit on 
a couple occasions when the weather was not ideal for them.  

I am wondering if the Heath Fritillary may 
have emerged early this year as some butter-
flies have in other areas, and if so I would 
have missed them because of the restrictions, 
I visited the Luckett reserve and they seemed 
to be over early too. I saw a couple of Heaths 
in section 4 twice and there were Pearls and 
Small Pearls present but I did not record 
these, I did not do any transects in the forest-
ry section because of time limitation but dur-
ing a conversation with Pete Devenport, he 
told me he counted 15 Heaths at a location in 
the forest which sounds very promising, 
something to look into when the restrictions 
are lifted. We had two very hot weeks and 
everything dried up, but after the rain re-
turned, everything has greened up again 
nicely and the reserve is looking very good, I 
had arranged with Bob Hodgson to do a plant 
survey on all sections of the reserve this year 
as its been 20 years since the last one was 
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done, so I hope this can be done next year. The National Trust have opened 
the gorge this week and NT members have to book to get a slot to visit, I 
have spoken with them today and they advise BC members to visit their 
website to check on latest updates for access etc.  

Whilst I was there I also found a lovely Great Spotted Woodpeckers nest in a 
tree, right on the path between section 1 and 2. I obtained permission to visit 
this area to take some photographs just in time before they fledged,. 

One last note, I was concerned that there was not a lot of the Heath Fritillary 
caterpillars food plant,, Plantain, but after examining the lower part of the 
embankment, there seems to be plenty, I will keep an eye on this.  

Devon BC Winter Workday guidance in light of the Covid 19 pandemic 
 
 
1. It is essential to book with the leader for each event and give your contact 

details which must include a phone number. 
2. Permitted numbers for outdoor groups could be revised or permission to 

meet in groups could be withdrawn at short notice by the Government  
3. Do not attend a workday if you feel unwell beforehand. 
4. When parking for a workday, if possible, leave at least one vehicle length 

around the entirety of your and other vehicles. 
5. Hand sanitiser and disinfectant wipes will be available for use at the work-

days. 
6. Attendees will need to maintain the recommended 2M spacing from other 

people at all times. 
7. If tools or equipment need to be shared, the sanitising wipes must be used 

before and after use. 
8. If you can’t attend a workday after having reserved a place, please let the 

leader know as soon as possible as someone else may be able to attend 
in your place. 

9. If you become unwell, either at the event or soon afterwards with symp-
toms thought to be linked to Coronavirus, you need to inform the event 
leader immediately and also email coronavirus@ butterfly-
conservation.org You will need to self-isolate for at least 10 days and any 
others in the same household for a minimum of 14 days. 

10. Workdays are fun, social events which aim to improve sites for butterflies 
and moths. We want them to stay as such whilst following the guidance 
above for everyone’s safety. 
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Devon BC Winter Workdays 2020-2021 
 
 

ADVANCED BOOKING NECESSARY FOR ALL EVENTS  
 

For winter events bring lunch, a drink, waterproof clothing, stout footwear/boots and garden-
ing gloves. Bring recommended tools if possible though some are usually available on the 
day. If severe weather is forecast, check with the leader before travelling as an event could 
be cancelled.  
 

•Saturday 24th October 2020: Ashclyst Forest nr. Exeter 10.30 am – 2.30pm  
From Exeter take the B3181 heading NE to Broadclyst. After passing through Broadclyst, 
carry on the road toward Cullompton for about 3 kilometres. Keep on the B3181 which takes 
you past the left hand turn to Killerton House. After 500 metres there is a turning off to the 
right opposite Budlake farm. Turn off right and carry on up the lane, past Hollis Head. Do not 
turn off into the small lanes at the next minor junction. Carry on up the lane until you reach a 
parking area on the right hand side of the lane at SS 997 001. There will probably be a Na-
tional Trust Landrover in the parking area. The work area is about 50 metres to the south of 
the parking area. The task will include removal of scrub growing in the bracken and coppic-
ing of willows that are encroaching into the ride. Suggested tools: bowsaws, loppers, long-
handled slashers. A joint National Trust/BC event. BC leader: Peter Beale 01626 333106.    
If you would like a map to show how to reach the site, please email peter on 
beale@eclipse.co.uk  
 

•Sunday 8th November 2020: Little Breach Reserve near Culmstock 10.30 am 2.30 pm  
Meet at the end of the lane leading to Purchas Farm (ST 108 154). Leave the M5 at junction 
27 and take the A38 towards Wellington. After about 3 miles, just after passing over the M5, 
turn right onto the B3391 signposted Culmstock / Hemyock. After 1.1 miles turn left, sign-
posted Woodgate / Bea-con. Continue for 0.7 mile, going straight across 2 sets of cross-
roads and passing a ‘no through road’ sign and park where you can at the end of the lane. 
From here it is about 0.5 mile to the site (ST 115 155). There is usually raking up to do after 
the brushcutter and also some scrub/small tree cutting. Useful tools to bring: rakes, general 
cutting tools. Some branch hayrakes will be available on the day. Event contact: Rick Tillett 
07745 491382 
 

•Sunday 15th November 2020: Chudleigh Knighton Heath, Dunley Cross 10.30 am - 
2.30 pm  
Meet at Dunley Cross near Chudleigh Knighton [SX 837 775]. This is mid-way between 
Chudleigh Knighton and Bovey Tracey on the B3344 and a cross-roads for Hennock, Bovey 
Tracey, Chudleigh Knighton and Kingsteignton. There are several laybys to park in around 
this junction on the Kingsteignton and Chudleigh Knighton sides. We will be clearing scrub, 
removing some trees and raking up the litter. This will benefit Pearl and Small Pearl-
bordered Fritillary, which breed here. Devon Wildlife Trust will bring some tools on the day. 
Event contact: Pete Hurst 01626 854182 
 

•Saturday 21st November 2020: Lydford Old Railway Reserve 10.30 am - 2.30 pm 
Continuing the essential winter clearance work for the Heath Fritillary and other butterflies. 
Main work will be raking up following the brushcutter but also some coppicing of trees and 
scrub. Rakes and pitchforks will be available but you are welcome to bring your own tools if 
you wish – small saws and loppers will also be useful for the coppicing work. It is a half-mile 
mostly level walk to get to the site. Meet in the National Trust’s Waterfall car park [SX 500 
832] which lies a mile southwest of the main Lydford Gorge entrance. Event contact: Colin 
Sargent: 01822 810433 
 
 

mailto:beale@eclipse.co.uk
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•Sat 28th Nov. 2020: Cliff management at Beer for White Spot moth 10.30 am - 1.30 pm 
A task to manage the habitat of the Red Data Book White Spot moth, which has a localised 
colony along the Jurassic Coast in Devon. Go past the main large car park in Beer and con-
tinue up the lane to the farm gate where there is verge parking courtesy of Rick Dormor at 
SY 229 889. We can then take cars further to the old lookout, track conditions allowing. Lop-
pers and secateurs are the recommended tools to bring. This event will be limited to only 6 
people. Book via leader Paul Butter  01297 442 290. 
 
 

•Sunday 10th January 2021: Heathfield Reserve near Bovey Tracey 10.30 am - 2.30 
pm Meet on Dragoon Close (road sign missing) on Heathfield Industrial Estate, grid ref SX 
823 764 (postcode TQ12 6TU). From the A38 take the A382 towards Bovey Tracey. After 
about 400 yards turn right at the traffic lights into Battle Road. After about another 300 yards 
turn left into Cavalier Road. Drive along a straight section of this road for about 800 yards 
and Dragoon Close is on the left just as the road starts to bend to the right. We shall be rak-
ing, clearing and coppicing at Teignbridge’s Heathfield Reserve to maintain the open and 
warm heathland there. The work has benefited Silver-studded Blue in the past. Some cutting 
tools and rakes will be available or bring your own. Event contact: Pete Hurst 01626 854182 
 

•Sunday 17th January 2021: Chudleigh Knighton Heath (old railway area) 10.30 am - 
2.30pm  
Park in the gateway near the dragonfly ponds and old railway at SX 839 769 or on nearby 
road where safe to do so. From the A38 travelling from the Plymouth direction, take the exit 
slip for Chudleigh Knighton. At top of slip road turn left (heading for Bovey Tracey) and the 
gateway is the first turning 200 yards on the left. We will be coppicing and scrub clearing 
close to where a large glade has recently been created and Pearl-bordered Fritillary is pre-
sent. Bow saws and other cutting tools will be useful but some DWT tools should be availa-
ble on the day. Event contact: Pete Hurst 01626 854182 
 

•Saturday 30th January 2021: Haldon Forest nr. Exeter 10.30 am - 2.30 pm 
Meet in the car park of Haldon Forest Park (entrance at SX 884 849) on the Haldon Race-
course to Dunchideock road, about 1 mile from A38 and the racecourse. Attendees will be 
able to park here free for this task but must arrive promptly to receive a parking permit. We 
will then drive to the work site in as few cars as we can. We will be managing the early Fritil-
laries breeding area by mainly removing or coppicing tree growth. There will also be some 
Gorse scrub clearing work. Bring cutting tools - some tools will also be available. Forestry 
Commission staff should be in attendance. To book for this event contact: Jenny Plackett: 
07918 073 654 
 

•Sunday 7th February 2021: Little Breach Reserve near Culmstock 10.30 am - 2.30 
pm. Same details as for 8th November. 
 

•Saturday 20th February 2021: Miltor Mator near Kingskerswell 10.30 am - 2.30 pm 
Meet at Dainton railway bridge [SX 853 666] between Ipplepen and Kingskerswell. Best to 
park in nearby Dainton village and walk to the meeting point as parking is very limited. There 
is a short muddy slope on the 
way into Miltor Mator so wellies or boots advised. Bring cutting tools for removing scrub and 
small trees, gardening gloves and lunch. Please note that we shall run this event even if the 
day is wet (wearing waterproofs!).  
Event contact: Pete Hurst 01626 854182 
 

• Sunday 28th February 2021: Lydford Old Railway Reserve 10.30 am - 2.30 pm 
Same details as for 21st November. 
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By Naomi Wright  
artist and director of Art and Energy  

 

We, at Art and Energy have fall-
en in love with moths! We have 
been luring them to expert Moth-
ers, who identify them, notice 
trends in population, send their records to the Devon Moth Group and help 
restore the maximum biodiversity and energy in the landscape for them to 
survive.  
 

Since March, Art and Energy has been run-
ning a series of free WatchMoths broad-
casts to share knowledge about moths, to 
inspire people of all ages to get creative 
with moths in mind and pause to think 
about our relationship with energy too. At 
our first WatchMoths broadcast before lock-
down, we were assisted by Amy Walkden, 
moth-er in South Devon. Sadly we only 
found one moth in the rain – a Large Yellow 
Underwing. But since then we have had lots more successful reveals, you 
can find details of how to watch all our broadcasts on our website.  

Our next WatchMoths is going to be a ’Moth-a-thon’ on 23rd October at 8pm 
and 24th October at 8am, a free double bill! 

Art and Energy is creating a 
Moths To A Flame whisper of 
hope for our climate future… a 
creative call for change… a 
mass participation art installation 
beating it’s wings to Glasgow in 
November 2021 for the United 
Nations Climate Change Confer-
ence (COP26.) The COP26 
event is a global summit about 
climate change and what nations 

are planning to do to tackle it, What’s your whisper of hope for the future? 
We would like to hear it! 

Moths (as you already know) are amazing creatures, synonymous for their 
difficult relationship with light; an irresistible attraction luring them out to pred-
ators and hazardous situations. We humans face a similar conflict in our  
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attraction for power and energy. Technology can be a tool for positive 
change, but if we’re not careful it can create irreversible damage to our men-
tal health, the landscape in which we live and the creatures that we share it 
with. 

In November 2021 world leaders will meet in Glasgow for the UN Climate 
Conference, COP 26. It’s the first time that this event will be held in the UK, 
and we feel that it’s vital to give people from all around the country the oppor-
tunity to have their voices heard. We’ve started in Devon, engaging people in 
creative activities using the imagery of moths to generate conversation about 
our relationship with energy; how it’s generated, it’s impact on nature.  Dur-
ing the next 15 months the project will spread further afield, culminating in 
Glasgow to coincide with COP26. 

In the meantime there are plenty of mothy activities to do to enjoy, have a 
laugh, stay socially distanced and add to our project. 

• Colouring your Augmented Reality Moth and share it using 
#MothsToAFlame 

• Ordering your copy of ‘The Moth’s Whisper’, a beautiful illustrated 
story book written especially for us by Devon author Miranda Barlow. 
There are Moth Activity Packs and UV moths you can get from our 
website too. 

• Submitting your moth and energy in-
spired prose to our  Poetry Competi-
tion –there are prizes and a poetry 
slam to enjoy.  

• Watch Moths with us in October and 
see previous episodes on our web site. 

Check out www.artandenergy.org to find out 
more! 

#MothsToAFlame  
#WatchMoths.  
#MothsMatter 

 
We are grateful to all our moth experts and 
artists and others that have helped so far. If 
you would like to help or be involved with our 
Moths To A Flame project, please get in 
touch hello@artandenergy.org 

http://www.artandenergy.org/
mailto:hello@artandenergy.org
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Treasurer’s Report – year ending 31st March 2020 
 
Below is the annual treasurer’s report for the Devon Branch of Butterfly Conserva-
tion showing income and expenditure for the year 2019/20 and an explanation of 
some of the main points. 
 

As in previous years the main source of income is the Membership subscriptions. 
These have increased by £300 on the previous year due, yet again. to an increase 
in the Branch membership.  
 

Donations from individuals have slightly increased on the previous year. The corpo-
rate donations included a donation towards the purchase of tools for use at the 
Lydford BC reserve. There are also donations from organisations to whom a 
Branch member gave a talk.  
 

Another source of income are grants for the Environmental Management Scheme 
for maintenance at the Little Breach BC reserve which in 2019/20 increased by 
£400.  
 

Sales income were more than double that of 2018/19 but these are only back to the 
level of 2017/18. Unfortunately, very little sales income is expected during the cur-
rent year due to cancellations of events due to coronavirus. 
 

Our main expenditure is usually the funding of Butterfly Conservation projects. This 
in previous years has included funding towards the Two Moors and All the Moor 
Butterflies projects. These projects have now been completed and therefore      
required no funding in 2019/20. The project that the Branch is currently funding is 
the Blackdown Hills Fritillaries project which the Branch is funding jointly with the 
Somerset Branch. Our initial donation towards the project was £500 with another 
£2500 due to be donated in March. However, due to the outbreak of the corona-
virus leading to the adjournment of the project until 2021, this donation was post-
poned until required. Subsequently, in the current Financial year, the Branch has 
made a further donation to the project which will enable an initial start to be made 
in preparation for the resumption of the main project in 2021. 
 

Reserve maintenance is the work carried out on the Butterfly Conservation re-
serves at Little Breach and Lydford by contractors. The combined expenditure on 
these reserves were in line with the previous year at approx. £1800.  At the bottom 
of the accounts there is an item of “Future committed expenditure” which are the 
amounts specifically allocated to a particular reserve for any future work. These 
sums cannot be used for any other expenditure. 
 

Newsletter expenses are for the printing, postage, and distribution of the Branch 
Newsletter for those members who receive a printed copy. This cost has slightly 
increased on the previous year. All other expenditure is roughly in line with previ-
ous years. 
 

The current year has unfortunately been seriously disrupted by the coronavirus 
situation with most Butterfly Conservation projects and sources of income being 
either cancelled or postponed. However, the Branch has received the current years 
membership subscriptions which, once again, has increased due to additional 
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Branch members. This has enabled the Branch to transfer £5000 to Head Office 
general funds whilst retaining sufficient for winter reserve maintenance and news-
letter production.  
 

At the present time there is no way of predicting what the Branch finance situation 
would be at the end of the current Financial Year but there is a hope, a possibility, 
that the Branch could assist Head Office with the transfer of further funds. 
 

Ray Jones   (Treasurer – Devon Branch)                ray1432.jones@btinternet.com 

Butterfly Conservation - Devon Branch

Income and Expenditure account

1st April 2019 to 31st March 2020 FINAL

Treasurer - Ray Jones

2019/20 2018/19 2017/18

Balance as at 1st April 2342.65 2795.09 1929.45

Income - year to 31st March 2020

Subscriptions 5982.00 5682.00 5613.00

Grants: - Little Breach Reserve 509.89 109.89 0.00

Donations - Individuals 432.33 396.70 242.69

Donations - Corporate/organisations 410.00 125.00 90.00

Sales Income (gross) 215.96 105.50 228.70

VAT adjustment 84.23 0.00 0.00

Other Income 48.00 0.00 0.00

TOTAL INCOME 7682.41 6419.09 6174.39

Expenditure - year to 31st March 2020

Donations to Two Moors / All the Moor Fritillary project 0.00 3000.00 2000.00

Donation to Blackdown Hills Fritillary Survey 500.00 0.00 0.00

Donation to National Moth Recording Scheme 0.00 0.00 31.00

Insurance 12.60 18.63 34.42

Reserve maintenance - Lydford 1570.54 1388.90 1300.00

Reserve maintenance - Little Breach 229.10 430.00 0.00

Reserve maintenance  - others 391.80 372.80 250.00

Newsletter expenses 1515.76 1339.90 1276.60

Members Day expenses 167.00 167.00 189.00

Meeting room hire 125.00 105.00 135.00

Office Expenses 0.00 0.00 30.73

Mapmate licence 6.30 6.30 6.30

Events expenses 0.00 43.00 55.70

Cost of Sales 133.26 0.00 0.00

TOTAL EXPENDITURE 4651.36 6871.53 5308.75

SUMMARY

Excess income over expenditure 3031.05 -452.44 865.64

Balance as at 31st March 5373.70 2342.65 2795.09

Future committed expenditure as at 31st March 2020

Little Breach reserve 908.24 627.45 947.56

Lydford reserve 227.11 47.65 336.55

Total committed expenditure 1135.35 675.10 1284.11

mailto:ray1432.jones@btinternet.com
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The story of the disappearing larvae (part 2)  Pete Hurst 
 
From mid-June this year and especially during July and August, we have had 
a constant stream of Small and Large White butterflies coming into the     
garden in unusually high numbers. They frequently laid eggs on our Brassica 
(sprout) patch. With a large bed of Nasturtiums at the other end of the      
garden, I fully assumed I would end up transferring countless larvae from the 
sprouts to the Nasturtiums, which we did not mind them eating so much. This 
Nasturtium bed was also busy with egg-laying Whites in attendance. 
 
By late August, it dawned on me that I had not been doing my job of clearing 
the larvae from off the sprouts, so I thought I had better make a start. To my 
surprise, I could not find any White larvae of any notable size, only a few  
recently hatched first instar ones. Moreover, I could not find any significant 
larval damage to the leaves – the only large holes present had been caused 
by browsing snails, of which I was already aware of. Even the Nasturtiums 
showed no drastic feeding damage and again, strangely, I could not find any 
larvae on those at all. I knew that parasitic wasps could take out a proportion 
of eggs. I also knew that other wasps that commonly parasitize the larvae 
would not kill them until they were full size and about to pupate.  
 
I never did find out first-hand what had been taking the    larvae but thought it 

unlikely to be birds on the 
ground. We have plenty of cats 
that visit the garden so ground 
feeding by birds doesn’t really 
happen. My only clue was 
chancing upon some behaviour 
by Common Wasps which I wit-
nessed whilst having a cup of 
tea on our bench. Like the spar-
rows in the previous story, I saw 
two of them giving the Nastur-
tium plants a thorough search 
both above and below the 
leaves and can only imagine 
that they would be pleased to 
find small larvae to take back to 
their nest. Needless to say, it is 
great news for our sprouts! 

Large White egg batch 
PETE HURST 
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Small Copper– Bickleigh Mill 

AMY WALKDEN 

Six-spot Burnets on Common Ragwort 

JOHN SUMMERSCALES 

Buff Ermine     
caterpillar 

(home reared) 
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Sycamore moth 
caterpillar       
Kingskerswell  
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