
 
Brown Hairstreak egg survey 

 
Thank you for your interest in helping to survey Brown Hairstreak eggs across target areas 
of Devon and the Blackdown Hills.  
 
The survey aims to detect the presence of eggs at a 1km level and to cover as much of the most 
likely landscape areas as possible. The survey areas have been selected on the basis of previous 
records, indicating the presence of suitable habitat in the past, and should be confined to 
hedgerows along roads, lanes, adjacent to public footpaths or other open access areas, to avoid 
trespassing. 
 
The past distribution range has been subdivided into 1km squares. You will be allocated one or 
more 1km grid squares to survey, which will be marked up with dots showing previous records. 
 
 
Instructions 
 

 Look at the OS map to determine where hedgerows, scrubby patches or woodland edge 
habitats are found in open access areas/alongside public footpaths (viewing maps and 
satellite images on open source mapping websites such as bing maps may help with this).  

 Drive or walk along roads and footpaths within your square to look at hedges, scrubby 
corners or woodland edge habitat, and assess them for suitability. 

 To assess hedges for suitability, use the criteria below. As long as the hedge has one of the 
six criteria present, it can be classed as potentially suitable. If a hedge fits all 6 criteria of 
‘unsuitable’ habitat, then do not survey it. 

 Visit the locations of past records first. For ‘suitable’ hedgerows, search 100m of the hedge 

for 30 minutes and record the number of eggs and other details on the survey form.  

 On finding an egg, the basic information to be recorded about each egg record are: its 
approximate height from ground, aspect, shelter and which ‘growth zone’ of the hedge/scrub 
is present (see survey form). 

 If you find no eggs after a 30 minute search, record a nil result. After such a nil result only 
repeat this search effort in the same square if a lot of apparently suitable habitat is present. 
Re-try no more than twice in the same square before moving on to the next square. 

 Survey the 1km squares you are allocated in the first instance and then check with Jenny 

about covering further squares.  

 On the form a sketch map of the search route and egg locations can be drawn if this helps 
clarify the information, or a photo can be inserted. 

 

Hedgerow suitability 

      Hedge suitability 

Criteria Suitable Unsuitable 

Young blackthorn shoots (1-3 years old) Present Absent 

Sucker blackthorn growth (young growth at ground level) Present Absent 

Old growth (blackthorn aged) Absent Present 

Lichen growth Absent Present 

Flailed in 2020* No Yes 

Percentage of blackthorn in hedge >20% <20% 
*Hedges that have been flailed one or more years ago can be considered suitable 
 



Survey Forms: 
 
Please record your egg discovery results along with data on search coverage on the survey forms, 
using a separate form for each grid square visited. When saving the survey form, please name it by 
the grid square, eg. SX78.doc, and email completed forms to Jenny at jplackett@butterfly-
conservation.org as soon as possible after completing the survey. 
 
 
Health & Safety: 
 
Please be careful when surveying along lane and road hedges, and leave them out if it is unsafe to 
use them. Hi-viz jackets/vests are advisable but won’t help in every case. 
Take great care to avoid eye damage from blackthorn twigs – if you don’t wear spectacles consider 
using safety glasses. 
 
Please let Jenny know when you have completed squares assigned to you and let her know 
as soon as possible which squares you don’t think you’ll be able to complete. 
 
 
Survey timing: 
 
Surveys can continue through the winter, as Brown Hairstreak remain in their egg stage until April, 
however as the winter progresses the eggs may be predated or affected by disease, so the earlier 
in the season the surveys are conducted, the better (but note that the eggs are easier to spot after 
the blackthorn leaves have dropped). Please try to complete all your searches by mid February. 
 
Travel expenses 
 
Your travel expenses will be reimbursed on request. Ideally we will be looking for volunteers who 
live locally to keep car-use to a minimum to help our environment. When public transport is 
available, tickets will be reimbursed up to £10 a day.  If you choose to use a car instead, you will be 
reimbursed up to 25 miles at a rate of 20p a mile. 
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