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Reflections …. 

from Jane Jones, Chair Lancashire Branch 

Today is the first day of Autumn and as I reflect back to my last letter to you 
that I wrote on the first day of Spring, I truly imagined that we would be 
getting back to a sense of normality, whereas we sadly seem to be sliding 
back to where we were earlier in the year. I hope that you are keeping well 
and have been able to enjoy the many spells of wonderful weather through 
the spring and summer. We certainly enjoyed a prolonged period of warm 
and sunny days through April and into May which enabled a lot of you to 
spend more time outdoors enjoying the wonders of nature that are all 
around us, wherever we live. We are now enjoying a welcome few days of 
warm autumnal weather and there are still plentiful butterflies, Small Tor-
toiseshells, Red Admirals, Commas, and whites to be seen nectaring in shel-
tered sunny spots. I hope that you have been taking lots of photos of the 
butterflies, moths, caterpillars and other early stages and will now consider 
entering these to our 2021 Photography Competition, details of which you 
will find on page 31. 

I have been incredibly disappointed that we have not been able to resume 
any of our planned fieldtrips and events, including our annual members day 
and AGM. We do now have a planned date for our AGM which is to be held 
via a Zoom meeting on Saturday 7th November, you will find details of how 
to register for this on page 14 of this newsletter.  

We have tried very hard to keep in touch with you since the last newsletter 
via our Dotmailers (electronic missives sent via email).  There is a bit more 
information about these on page 14 as we are aware that many of you are 
either not receiving these at all, or else maybe choosing not to open them. 
Please do have a read of the article as a Dotmailer is one of the few ways 
that we can keep you informed about what we are up to as a branch. 

I have been delighted at the success of our regular 3-weekly Saturday Gar-
den Moth mornings that we have been running since the end of May aimed 
at people interested in, but new to, moths and would like to thank Justine 
(our Moth Officer) and Caroline (our Events Organiser) for getting this off 
the ground, and to all our speakers and moth-presenters without whom 
these sessions would not have been possible. We have had interesting and 
informative talks from Brian Hancock, Steve Benner and Ben Smart, along 
with presentations showing the moths that 2 or 3 of us have been trapping 
in our gardens at each of the sessions. It has been really lovely to meet 
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some of you on our Zoom sessions, and to see you engaging with the ses-
sions. We have just 2 sessions left for this year, the last of which will be on 
October 24th. All being well, we will continue with these next year, starting 
in the Spring so keep an eye out on the branch page or on our Twitter feed 
(@BC_Lancs) for details. Better still make sure that you are subscribed to 
receive our Dotmailer emails! 

As a result of these sessions and one or two other virtual events we have 
got involved with (Manchester Festival of Nature and National Moth Night), 
we decided to set up a Lancashire branch Youtube channel where you will 
find some interesting videos to watch. Why not look us up ( search for 
“Lancashire Branch Butterfly Conservation”)? 

Dave Wrigley is looking forward to the weekly conservation work parties 
starting up again at our Myers Allotment Reserve on Tuesday 6th October, 
under the current guidelines today, this is still possible, and we are desper-
ately hoping that things don’t change in any way to stop this. Again, I must 
emphasise if you are thinking of coming along, to respect any local lock-
down guidance relating to where you live, but also to keep checking on our 
branch page for any updates or changes to work party details. For more de-
tails on this please see page 4. 

As always, whilst I write this, I am already thinking about what we may be 
able to include in our Spring Newsletter next year and would really like to 
hear from you if you have a butterfly or moth tale to tell. Please email any-
thing through to newsletter@Lancashire-butterflies.org.uk,  

On behalf of Lancashire Branch, can I welcome all our new members and 
encourage you to get involved in whatever way you can, whether that is 
submitting your sightings to our sightings page, engaging with our garden 
moth morning sessions, writing articles for this newsletter, helping on the 
committee or offering whatever help you can. All your help and support are 
more valuable to us than you can imagine, so please do get in touch to let 
us know what you’d like to be involved with. 

I hope you enjoy our autumn update and wish you all a healthy autumn and 
winter season! Stay safe! 

Jane 

Cover Photo  - Portland Moth Actebia praecox  
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Myers Allotment Volunteer Conservation Work Parties 

We are delighted be able to announce that our weekly volunteer conserva-
tion  work parties will be recommencing at Myers Allotment on Tuesday 6th 
October at 10:00am 

Dave Wrigley, our reserve 
officer for Myers Allotment will 
be leading the weekly conser-
vation work parties, following 
current national Coronavirus 
guidelines to ensure the safety 
of all taking part.  

Please note that all work 
parties are subject to local 
lockdown measures and to changes in government policy. For example, no 
volunteer should travel from a 'local lockdown area' where there are 
restrictions on travel. Please also keep an eye on our branch page for 
updates as the situation is constantly changing. 

You should read Butterfly Conservation's Covid-19 secure guidelines for 
field-based activities and also the risk assessment before attending any 
work party. 

If, prior to the work party, you develop symptoms of Covid-19 or if you have 
been in contact with others who are unwell with possible Covid-19 symp-
toms, or you have been told to be in quarantine or to self-isolate under the 
track and trace system, you may not attend the work party. At the start of 
the work party, participants will be asked to confirm their freedom from 
Covid-19 symptoms in the previous ten days. Car sharing is not recommend-
ed, but, if necessary, follow government guidelines, i.e. wear a mask, open 
car windows for ventilation and sanitise contact surfaces. Tools will be 
sanitised before and after use and quarantined ready for the next work 
party. Tools should not be shared. Protective gloves and safety glasses will 
be provided and should be taken home to ensure they are not shared, or, 
better still, bring your own. 

Hand sanitiser will be provided, but bring your own if you prefer. If you 
have any queries, please contact Dave Wrigley 
dave.wrigley97@gmail.com. 

https://dmtrk.net/t/DGT-71QZX-HGRROJ-475YVA-1/c.aspx
https://dmtrk.net/t/DGT-71QZX-HGRROJ-475YVB-1/c.aspx
mailto:dave.wrigley97@gmail.com
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Update to the Branches within the North England Region 

David Wainwright (Senior Regional Officer) and Martin Wain 
(Conservation Officer) 

As in some (though not all) previous years, Martin and I, and now Kay (who 
is the most recent addition to our team), have put together a summary of 
the more interesting aspects of our work in your respective areas. At the 
foot of each section I have included various ways in which members can 
lend a hand with the work of the Regional Office. Give me a ring on 01388 
488133 or email dwainwright@butterfly-conservation.org if there’s 
anything you could devote time to. 

Since the last update, following consultation with local and national experts, 
County Recorders and BC Branches, our Regional Conservation Strategy 
(RCS) has been produced by BC staff. Along with other information, it 
identifies the moth and butterfly species of High and Medium Priority within 
Northern England. The document, in spreadsheet format, is available at   
https://bit.ly/2ZkaqA5 

The document will remain “live” until 2025 and it replaces a Regional Action 
Plan that expired in 2016. There will however be at least one interim review 
of the priorities and actions listed therein in response to what is learned and 
achieved. The priorities highlighted within the plan now determine to a 
large extent activity to which BC staff devote their time and seek to 
promote. We are, after all, thinly spread and it is important that our time 
and our efforts target the species that are rarest and/or under the greatest 
threat. There now follows a Branch by Branch update.  

Lancashire Branch Priority Species Work: 

BC staff and Branch members have been involved in a range of priority 
species work in Lancashire.  

High Brown Fritillary - The decline in numbers of the High Brown Fritillary 
has been alarming. We continue to work with landowners, land managers 
and volunteers to monitor HBF numbers in Lancashire and across 
Morecambe Bay. Our focus continues to be monitoring numbers, and to try 
to understand what is driving the decline. Top of the list is habitat change 
caused by climate change and nitrification, because we are seeing sites 
become grassier and less able to support HBF butterfly populations. We 
urgently need to understand these changes and apply this understanding to 
our management and to management advice. Our work with North West 
Universities, in particular Lancaster University and Edge Hill University, is 

https://butterfly-conservation.org/sites/default/files/2018-11/Northern%20England%20Regional%20Conservation%20Strategy%202025.pdf
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providing us with some excellent students that are helping to piece together 
the research. This year we have Jules Simons from Edge Hill beginning her 
PhD into HBF, into its habitat needs and egg laying choice.  

Gait barrows remains a HBF site and BC staff and the Branch continue to 
work with, and advise Natural England on habitat management. Some 
branch members are involved at Gait Barrows in woodland management via 
the NE work parties or through the Silverdale Wood Bank.  

We continue too with collating and analysing transect data from monitored 
HBF sites Morecambe Bay sites. High Brown Fritillary netting licences for 
transect walkers are obtained from Natural England and distributed by staff 
to ensure correct classification of High Brown and Dark Green Fritillaries. 
Staff and volunteers offer training at branch site visits on habitat and 
identification of the large Fritillary butterflies, which is often a challenge. 
Data from the transects are analysed and regional trends for all key species, 
plus others of conservation concern, are produced. 

Brown Hairstreak – although an introduced species BC staff have used this 
as a focus to bring landowners together and to promote hedgerow 
management and scrub creation.  

Barred Tooth-striped Moth - We continued our 
three-year-old pheromone moth survey for 
Barred Tooth-striped moth with a mark-release-
recapture study run by volunteers at several 
Lancashire and Cumbria sites.  

University liaison 

BC staff and the Lancashire Branch organised a North West Butterfly and 
Moth Research symposium at Salford University in September, which 
brought together a dozen students from 9 NW universities. We worked in 
partnership with Lancashire Wildlife Trust, to show case all the excellent 
butterfly, moth and restoration studies going on in the county. We hope this 
will be a springboard for more action in the Lancashire. Also, we hope that 
this stimulates more butterfly and moth studies, and so far, 5 new projects 
are being undertaken at Lancaster University, plus two at Edge Hill and 
another at Manchester Met.  

Manchester Mosses Restoration project 

BC staff and the Branch are working alongside Lancashire Wildlife Trust on 
their huge restoration project at the Manchester Mosses. LWT are 
introducing Large Heath butterflies to the site and have aspirations to 
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release Manchester Treble Bar moth too. Lancashire Branch have involved 
the Cheshire branch and we have offered our help with the Large Heath 
breeding and monitoring programme.  

Warton Crag Fritillaries 

BC staff and branch members are working closely with the four manage-
ment landowners on Warton Crag to retain and enhance the Pearl-bordered 
Fritillary butterfly at this site. We bring together land managers and experts 
to share information, offer advice and try and keep this butterfly at one of 
the few remaining sites in Morecambe Bay. The input of Lancaster 
University here has been fantastic, and from their work we have built up 

important understanding of the breeding 
habitat which we can feed into manage-
ment to retain the species here.  

Duke of Burgundy Heritage Lottery Fund – 
Stepping-Stones project 

Although overseen by BC Cumbria Branch 
this Duke project had benefits in Lancashire 
too, with several hundred cowslips funded 
and planted at Myers Allotment by the 

Branch, and similar work at Gait Barrows, which aims to enhance and 
bolster the sites. We also ran a couple of training days and gave advice to 
NE staff and Silverdale Golf Course, to promote wider landscape scale 
conservation.  

BOOM Project Lancashire 

Back-On-Our-Map (BOOM) is a Heritage lottery Fund project that has 
identified 12 key species that are absent from our landscape and will 
attempt to re-introduce or bolster populations over its 5 years. The Duke of 
burgundy butterfly is one of the focus species and we are working with 
them and the Lancashire Branch to look at restoring Duke of burgundy sites 
in Arnside and Silverdale and using Myers Allotment reserve as a central site 
for habitat creation by planting more cowslips. Enhancement work at Gait 
Barrows is also planned.   

Help needed with: 

• Work parties at Myers Allotment 

• Further habitat condition assessments at Warton Crag (only a few 
left to do). 
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• Monitoring of species across wide landscape areas. 

• Barred Tooth-striped moth surveys. 

Morecambe Bay (Cumbria & Lancashire) 

Morecambe Bay Facilitation Fund 

This funding stream derives from Natural England, the statutory govern-
ment body tasked with delivering biodiversity targets for England. This 
particular pot of money is disbursed to organisations who can deliver 
training and demonstration events on management practice that best 
delivers benefits to target species and habitats while managing land in a 
way that is economically sustainable – a challenging task under current 
financial constraints. The aim is to ensure land managers work together and, 
where possible, submit complementary grant bids, either to manage 
woodlands or the farmed landscape so that the landscape as a whole is 
managed in a manner appropriate to the habitats and species being 
targeted. The bidding process to obtain this fund was a competitive one and 
was dependent upon BC staff being able to demonstrate relevant expertise 
in habitat management and grant applications and required us to sign up a 
worthwhile number of landowners to the project whose holdings exceeded 
2000 hectares when combined.  

The fund is administered by Martin Wain who disseminates information to 
his landowners via a series of site visits, training days and practical 
demonstrations. For example, over this last year the Facilitation Fund has 
run lots of events to promote our rare and threatened butterfly and moth 
species.   

• A landowner day on the management of woodland and bracken 
habitats for High Brown Fritillary,  

• We worked with two Cumbrian quarries and ran a training and 
demonstration day to plant nectar and food plants, targeting Dingy 
Skipper butterflies.  

• We are helping to fund and pull together landowners and 
conservation groups to trial management at a Marsh Fritillary site in 
Cumbria.  

• We have run several landowner awareness events to co-ordinate 
management for the Brown Hairstreak butterfly in Silverdale and 
Arnside.  
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• We have secured funding in five Countryside Stewardship schemes 
for landowners to undertake Small Pearl-bordered Fritillary 
monitoring and used is as species to show management success.  

• And for moths we have run training and identification days for 
landowners and volunteers with the Least Minor and used 
pheromones to survey for Cistus Forester. We ran a training day 
looking at the Lancashire and Cumbria Netted Carpet habitat to try 
and bolster the Lancashire sites. Although elusive we have also 
offered training days with the Argent and Sable moth.  

The current round of funding lasts for five years and we are currently within 
the final year of that timeframe. More information on the Facilitation Fund 
is available at:    https://bit.ly/2Ff9h5E 

Fritillary habitat assessments 

The recording of habitat characteristics at Fritillary sites is ongoing. 
Assessments, involving recording the composition and structure of the 
vegetation of a variety of important sites, are being undertaken to create a 
baseline series through which changes to habitat, both positive and 
negative, can be identified. These data are also important in determining 
which management techniques are working and which need changing in 
order to improve habitat condition. As in some previous years, BC staff ran a 
training day at Warton Crag that was well attended and when valuable data 
were amassed. 

Student research projects in the North West 

Project staff continue to work with most universities across the North West. 
At the moment we are 
aware of 9 Universities 
undertaking moth and 
butterfly projects, 4 
PhD’s, 10 MSc’s and 
many undergraduate 
studies. We work 
where we can to 
encourage students 
and direct them into 
areas of conservation 
where it is most 
needed 
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Countryside Stewardship agreements across Morecambe Bay: 

BC staff continue to advise on the content of agreements on land that 
supports key species. We have been especially active in the Winster and 
Rusland Valleys as well as the Morecambe Bay Limestones. MW, in 
particular, and DW have both promoted agreements on various sites that 
support the County’s key species. Monitoring of key butterfly species and 
habitat quality on some of these holdings is being undertaken by BC staff 
and will determine whether Stewardship is achieving its aims and that 
public money is being spent effectively. 

Cumbria Branch 

Facilitation Fund work: see Lancs Branch 

Rusland Horizons: 

The first phase of this project, which was Funded by Heritage Lottery Fund, 
is now complete. Hilary Smith, to whom I am grateful, took forward our 
work in the Rusland Valley in many ways. A short summary of her 
achievements follows: 

• Comprehensive mapping of Small Pearl-bordered Fritillary sites 
within the landscape 

• Duke of Burgundy & High Brown Fritillary survey and monitoring as 
well as habitat condition assessments for both species 

• Acting as BC’s lead on the annual Netted Carpet monitoring and 
doubling the number of volunteers helping with surveys 

• Co-supervision of a project student who researched habitat use by 
Small Pearl-bordered and dark Green Fritillaries in Grizedale Forest 

• Surveys for Argent and Sable (two 
new sites ≈ 25% of the known sites in 
Cumbria) 

• Overseeing cultivation and planting 
out of primroses at potential Duke 
sites and other practical conservation 
tasks 

• Running training days and other 
volunteer events. 

Through the Facilitation Fund, we are continuing our ties with Rusland and 
this spring we will be initiating a woodland and butterfly project, bringing 

Photo: Bob Eade 
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landowners together over chips and beer to talk about woodland 
management and opportunities for butterfly and moth projects.  

Morecambe Bay Limestones Woodlands project: (Walney Project) 

This community project aims to bring a small amount of management to a 
dozen sites in Cumbria, including Whitbarrow, Yewbarrow and Witherslack, 
and running volunteer and community walks and events that link the 
contractors and managers with the public. We also want to show volunteers 
the management methods involved, the benefits to wildlife and how to get 
involved. Our work at Whitbarrow with landowners like the Forestry 
Commission, Cumbria Wildlife Trust and  

Duke of Burgundy Heritage Lottery Fund – Stepping-Stones project 

This project in 2019 was overseen by the Cumbria Branch. A contractor was 
brought in to undertake surveys known Duke sites to get a picture of how 
the butterfly is doing. 43 areas were visited on 129 different occasions and 
searched for breeding activity, looking for eggs, larvae or adults. The report 
brief is due to be made available to the Branch. What makes the project 
exciting is the potential of this butterfly to move across the landscape as so 
many restoration projects for Duke of Burgundy are now in place. BC staff 
and volunteers have used this project as an initial step to prepare sites for 
the BOOM project; we are hoping to see a leap in the fortunes of this 
species.  

Species monitoring: some species we have focused on in the last year:  

BC staff continue to work with Branch members, partnership organisation, 
landowners and community groups to monitor and deliver management for 
our most threatened butterfly and moth species.  

High Brown Fritillary - our High Brown Fritillary monitoring and survey 
work, has begun to identify the key 
remaining sites and the breeding habitat 
that this butterfly depends on in Cumbria. 
BC staff are working with key landowners 
to give up to date advice on management 
of bracken and woodland sites for this 
butterfly. Several landowners have been on 
training days to give them the tools and 
understanding to begin to manage their 
land parcels for this species. Several 
Stewardship schemes have also been 

Photo: Ian Leach 
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developed with NE, where landowners have HBF as a central species in their 
creation, restoration and enhancement projects.  

Pearl-bordered Fritillary – we were delighted to work last summer with two 
students from Lancaster University on Whitbarrow who undertook a mark-
release-recapture study on PBF across this site, and they had record 
numbers! The butterfly had benefited from a good breeding season in 2018, 
good larval survival over the winter, and good weather when emerging as 
an adult. We are still waiting for their paper to be completed but initial 
population estimates are over 1000.  

Small Pearl-bordered Fritillary in Cumbria continues to do relatively well, 
and we are working with landowners and groups to record it across large 
landscape areas like Rusland, Bigland, Winster and the Morecambe Bay 
Limestones.  

The RSPB work on Mountain Ringlet 
has been a great partnership project, 
and we wait to hear from the PhD and 
MSc student working there.  

BC staff and Branch have been working 
closely with the Marsh Fritillary Action 
Group, who with Steve Doyle, continue 
to count the successes of this brilliant 
reintroduction project. Last year the 
butterfly was found spreading out from 

known sites and colonising other areas. We hope to have a couple of 
students working with the group this year, and to continue to undertake 
progressive management and survey work.  

Smardale and Arnside Knot have long been strongholds for the Scotch 
Argus, but recently numbers on the Knott have declined massively. BC staff 
are working with National Trust to trial changes in grazing, while staff and 
students from Lancaster University have shown that both the populations 
are genetically robust and diverse. The Scotch Argus Action Group, made up 
of branch members, staff and other organisations such as CWT, NE, Network 
Rail, Universities and other landowners at Smardale to find areas nearby 
that can be managed for the butterfly and hopefully we can add several 
satellite populations.  

And For moths – BC staff in Cumbria are working with Hutton Roof parish 
council and promoting upland cattle grazing. We are undertaking butterfly 
and moth survey work here for species like Least Minor and we are 
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delighted that Justine Patton is completing a Moth MSc at this site. This year 
in Cumbria we might focus on Forester Moth as we had a new site in 2019 
found by Caroline Clay from Lancashire Branch. We will continue with the 
Barred Tooth-striped pheromone survey, last year we found the moth over 
in the Duddon Valley. 

BOOM Project - small Blue on the Cumbrian Coast: 

BC staff continue to monitor vegetation of scrapes created at Derwent 
Howe and, if weather is favourable, to undertake timed counts of the 
species. Sadly in 2019 it rained…heavily. 

Netted Carpet Steering Group: 

BC remains an active partner in this group and staff continue to assist with 
species monitoring on an annual basis. Our role increased through the 
Rusland Horizons projects (see below) as the project area covers several 
extant and potential sites. 2020 will see a special effort made in monitoring 
this species at as many sites as possible. The favoured technique involves 
counting larvae which is a far more reliable way to determine long term 
population trends than any method involving the adults. Surveys will be 
undertaken in early September (see below). BC staff are also working with 
Branch members like Brian Hancock to undertake some trials to try to bring 
numbers at the Lancashire sites back up. 

Help needed with: 
• Netted Carpet surveys in September. Please register an interest 

with Dave W for further details. 

• Transects. There are a number that have been discontinued and a 
number of sites that would benefit from regular, systematic 
monitoring.  

• Habitat condition assessments for Pearl-bordered and High Brown 
Frits. Of increasing importance as these species continue to decline. 
Causes may well be climatic but it’s likely that its impact is 
transmitted to butterfly populations through subtle changes to the 
species’ habitats. If we know what those changes are, we may be 
able to devise management that addresses them. 

• Surveys. Targeting the two above-named frits in particular, contact 
Martin W for directions to less well-visited sites from which we 
need data. 
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Lancashire Branch AGM 

Saturday 7th November 2020 11:00am - 12:00NOON 

You are invited to join us for our Annual General Meeting which will this year have 
to be held online via a Zoom meeting due to the current Coronavirus situation.  

We will go through the usual reports (Chair, Treasurer, Myers Allotment and 
Membership) and election of officers The agenda will have time available for Q&A 
on the reports or on any other matters you may wish to raise.  

You must register for the AGM Zoom session via https://bit.ly/33vPPKg   this will 
provide you with the log-on details for joining us on the morning of our AGM. 
Please log-in a few minutes before the 11:00am start to allow us to start prompt-
ly. 

Email Updates to Branch Members  

Are you receiving our email updates to your 
inbox? 

These emails are the best way for us to com-
municate events, online meetings, anything of 
interest to you  between newsletters and, par-
ticularly during these  unusual times,  this is 
most useful to us.  We also distribute the 
newsletter electronically via these emails to  a 
proportion of our members who are happy to 
receive it this way, which does save the branch 
and BC precious money which can then be 
used on conservation projects. 

We are aware that there are many of you that are not receiving these and 
this may be because you have changed your email address and not let us 
know or you may have ‘Unsubscribed’ some time ago, or maybe just not 
signed up for email communications when you first joined BC. 

If you would like to receive these email communications, please email Jane 
Jones (jcjmail@aol.com) with ‘Email Updates’ in the subject line. 

Please also add Butterfly.Conservation@cmp.dotmailer.co.uk to your 
safe-senders list or better-still as a ‘contact’. 

https://us02web.zoom.us/meeting/register/tZcufuqorT4iG911xIUqPrXMnoL1qHJNXHVL
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Hyndburn Butterfly Project update 

by Gemma McMullan and Chris Atherton 

Well, as for most people this year, 2020 didn’t turn out quite as 
planned!  We had to cancel our butterfly walks due to the coronavirus 
restrictions, but we’ve tried to keep up with planting, recording and site 
maintenance as much as we can. 

Just before the lockdown started we planted out some Purging Buckthorn 
tree whips and wildflower plug plants at Whinney Hill woodland butterfly 
glades.  But then the order came to stay at home, so our planting was put 
on hold and the remaining plug plants which we’d hoped to plant out were 
looked after at the allotment. 

Chris kept himself busy building a new 
green roof for pollinators (you can read 
more about this in his article in this 
newsletter).  We also enjoyed our new 
wildflower lawn which we sowed last 
autumn, some of our neighbours weren’t 
as keen as we were, but the butterflies, 
bees and other insects loved it. 

 

We gave away free packs of mini-meadow seeds again this year and had 
some lovely reports of people enjoying watching nature on their wildflower 
patches during the lockdown.  We’ve also given seeds to a local school for 
children with special educational needs as well as Oswaldtwistle Rotary Club 
who are sowing some wildflower patches close to the train station. 

Our butterfly highlight of the year was 
discovering a new local site for Dark Green 
Fritillary in a valley close to Hameldon Hill 
in Accrington.  We’d spotted Marsh Violets 
there earlier in the year but were surprised 
to see several Dark Green Fritillaries on the 
wing in summer.   

 

Milnshaw Park butterfly wildflower meadow is now in its third year and the 
meadow put on another great display this year.  It also attracted its 17th 

Our wildflower lawn 

Dark Green Fritillary near Hameldon Hill 
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butterfly species (Ringlet), and Small 
Coppers and Common Blues were regularly 
seen again. 

This year we decided we wanted to manage 
the meadow in a more traditional way, so 
we booked master scyther Steve Tomlin for 
a 1-day scything course in September.  Five 
of us attended and we learnt how to set up, 
maintain and use the scythes.  The scythes were much more effective at 
cutting the meadow than we’d expected and very enjoyable to use.  They’re 
nice, because unlike a brushcutter, you can still have a conversation with 
others whilst using them, which makes cutting the meadow a more social 
activity, plus they seem friendlier to wildlife and we rescued lots of toads. 

We’ve been out collecting local 
seeds to add to the meadow to 
help improve the genetic diversity 
and we’ll also be adding more 
yellow rattle seeds to help control 
grasses.  
 

 

 

We’ve been asked to work on an exciting new project at Peel Park in 
Accrington, where we’ll be helping to create wildflower patches at the new 
entrance gateway in partnership with Hyndburn Council, so we’re looking 
forward to getting started on that next spring. 

With thanks to the 
Prospects Foundation 
and EnergieKontor 
Windfall Fund and Lancashire branch of Butterfly Conservation 
for project funding. 

 

To find out more about our project visit 
www.hyndburnbutterflyproject.org.uk and www.twitter.com/
hynd_butterfly 

 

Scything course (photo © Steve Tomlin Crafts 2020) 

Ringlet butterfly in the meadow 
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Coronavirus and its Impact on Butterfly Conservation  

Someone recently said to me ‘at least Corvid-19 will not affect butterflies 
and moths’.  In a direct sense that is largely true but it has certainly impact-
ed on Butterfly Conservation and its members and on what we can do to 
help both butterflies and those who support our work. 

In many parts of the UK conservation work came to an abrupt end in 
February or March. Fortunately most of the work planned for 2019-2020 
had already been completed. However spring and summer transect record-
ing was hit badly with only local recording possible until restrictions were 
eased. On the positive side many families re-discovered the joy of walking 
locally and with less noise and atmospheric pollution were able to re-
connect with ‘natural history on their doorstep.’ 

All branch guided walks had to be cancelled to comply with both govern-
ment and BC regulations.....as did other events such as having a Lancashire 
BC stand at outdoor events and of course our Members Day and AGM. To 
help mitigate against this Gemma and Jane have been busy putting more 
Dotmailer ‘mini-newsletters’ together to keep our membership up to 
date....and we hope entertained with butterfly and moth quizzes and our 
forth-coming photographic competition. Justine, Jane and Caroline have 
done a fantastic job providing members with a number of Saturday morning 
‘Zoom moth events’ which have been very well received and Caroline 
produced an excellent ‘Moth Trapping Guide’ video: if you have not seen it 
please access by this link........https://youtu.be/EZcjBfvwZTY 

Each year our main event has been our summer Members Day and AGM. 
Our constitution requires an AGM and so for this year we will hold a much 
shorter zoom AGM on Saturday 7th November. Further details on this are 
elsewhere in this newsletter: we hope to be back to normal in 2021! 

Covid-19 is clearly not ready to go away but (subject to the latest guidance 
on health and safety) Dave Wrigley and his conservation volunteers will 
resume their work at Myers Allotment in early October under Coronavirus 
secure procedures. Please contact Dave directly for the latest information.  
Spring will hopefully also bring the return of our popular guided walks 
programme.....again we will follow the latest guidance and more infor-
mation will be available through our Dotmailer messages, on our web-site 
and in the Spring 2021 newsletter.                    

A different type of consequence was to ‘withhold from view’ a few of the 
many sightings you post on our branch web-site. If as you entered data you 

https://youtu.be/EZcjBfvwZTY
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Lancashire’s Edge Hill University leads new research into the micro-

habitat requirements of the High Brown Fritillary. 

The High Brown Fritillary (Fabriciana addipe) is one of the most striking 
British butterflies. It is also one of the most rapidly declining with a fall in 
abundance over the last 10 years of 85%.  

The North West area is key to understanding the conservation require-
ments of the species as the declining trend is reflected across sites in 
Lancashire, yet the species persists at several sites across the border in 
Cumbria.  The region is now one of just four remaining landscapes in the UK 
to support the butterfly and provides hope for retaining this protected 
species and enabling the re-colonisation of sites in Lancashire. 

Appropriate management is key to facilitating the recovery of the High 
Brown Fritillary. Management success can be both difficult to define and 
achieve due to the species’ specific breeding requirements and the 

noticed that sightings of some of our rarest butterflies (such as High Brown 
and Pearl-bordered Fritillaries) were shown to you as ‘withheld’ it meant 
that the data was logged (and entered into BC’s records in the usual way) 
but would not be shown on screen. Every year quite a number of enthusi-
asts from outside the NW come to see these national rarities and at a time 
of national ‘lockdown’ we felt it was not right to give these butterflies and 
their locations the usual publicity. Equally now restrictions on travel have 
eased we are pleased to be back to our normal sightings service. 

We are delighted that during these difficult times membership of our 
branch (and of BC nationally) has held up well. However one significant 
indirect consequence of Coronavirus is that many in business and elsewhere 
have cut their plans to provide funds to support our conservation work. 
Almost all conservation charities have suffered a serious loss of income and 
a consequent loss of staff. Centrally funded staff and key project work 
(funded by Butterfly Conservation head office) has been protected as much 
as possible but staff have been made redundant and there will be cuts to 
some projects. However on a positive note BC has always gained strength 
from its remarkable membership, volunteers and fund raisers.....we need 
you now more than ever. Thank you all for you continued support to Butter-
fly Conservation and to the Lancashire Branch.  

Keep safe,   

Chris Winnick 



19 

changing environment it faces.  Recent research by Ellis, et al (2019) 
identified changes in micro-habitat despite management and highlighted 
the need for research into the drivers of change to ensure that any future 
conservation is appropriate.  

In October 2019, I began PhD research with the Biology Department at Edge 
Hill University in Ormskirk, studying the micro-habitat of the High Brown 
Fritillary.  This is the second butterfly-focused PhD at Edge Hill, following 
Michelle Davis’ study on the conservation genetics of the Marsh Fritillary. 

My research will address gaps in the 
ecological knowledge of the High Brown 
Fritillary, particularly by studying oviposi-
tion, a less well studied stage of the life 
cycle. It is looking to assess how the micro-
habitat changes over the course of the year 
between oviposition and larval emergence 
and whether management contributes to 
these changes. 

During my first field season I saw the earliest 
emergence of High Brown Fritillary in 
Cumbria (14th June).  I intensively searched 
for females in hope of observing the crucial 
egg-laying event.  My field assistants and I 

observed four mating pairs.  The female of one pair started to attempt 
oviposition just seven minutes after mating.   

Due to the difficulties in separating High Brown Fritillary from the Dark 
Green Fritillary (Speyeria aglaja) on the wing, verification was achieved 
when individuals settled. As such, data on the Dark Green Fritillary was also 
collected to further inform ecological separation of the two species. 

Despite the unsettled weather, numbers were good and I surveyed over 30 
Fritillary oviposition locations. These sites will be monitored for tempera-
ture and vegetation cover over the winter months until larval emergence in 
early spring.  This data will be analysed over the winter and added to next 
season, along with the commencement of management trials. 

The results of this research will inform recommendations for the future 
management of High Brown Fritillary sites in Lancashire. The knowledge can 
be applied to provide optimum breeding habitat in a changing environment, 
giving the species the best opportunity for re-colonisation. 
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Fieldwork has been hard work but hugely rewarding. Intensely observing 
one of the rarest UK species over an entire season has been a pleasure, and 
not something I can imagine I would ever have had the time for outside of 
this research. 

The research is in its first year and will continue to collect and analyse data 
until 2023. I would be particularly interested 
to hear from anyone who has observed High 
Brown Fritillary oviposition. 

Thanks to everyone who has sent their 
Fritillary sightings direct to me or to Butterfly 
Conservation this year. Also, many thanks to 
my supervisors Dr Anne Oxbrough, Prof Paul 
Ashton & Dr Rosa Menendez-Martinez 
(Lancaster University) for guidance, as well 
as the support from Butterfly Conservation 
and local landowners. 

I hope to update you on the progress of my research in future issues. In the 
meantime, if you are interested in my research or would like to know how 
you can help with sightings or observing oviposition, please email me, 
simonju@edgehill.ac.uk. 

Julia Simons 
PhD Researcher, Edge Hill University 
Reference: 

ELLIS, S., WAINWRIGHT, D., DENNIS, E.B., BOURN, N.A.D., BULMAN, C.R., 
HOBSON, R., JONES, R., MIDDLEBROOK, I., PLACKETT, J., SMITH, R.G., 
WAIN, M., and WARREN, M.S., 2019. Are habitat changes driving the 
decline of the UK’s most threatened butterfly: the High Brown Fritillary 
Argynnis adippe (Lepidoptera: Nymphalidae)? Journal of Insect 
Conservation. 23 (2), pp. 351–367. 
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A Summary of the Butterfly Season in Northern Lancashire  

& Cumbria for 2019. 

Chris Winnick 

Dougie asked if I would give a brief summary of how butterflies have fared 
on sites that I know well in the Morecambe Bay area for 2019 at the now 
cancelled recorders day at Leighton Moss. Since then Martin asked if I would 
write an article for a newsletter so ‘confined to home’ over Coronavirus (and 
obviously having nothing to do) this has morphed into the account below! 

More seriously I have been happy to write a much more detailed account as 
2019 was an exceptional year for the UK and the North West. According to 
the annual UKBMS 2019 was the best year for butterflies since 1997 with 
just over half of all species having higher population levels than in 2018 
making it the 8th best year since the UKBMS started in 1976.  Some species 
did poorly notably the Common Blue and the ‘Whites’ (especially the first 
generation) and although some species did well in the south it was not al-
ways the case ‘up north’. Dark Green Fritillary were up 51% in the UK but 
did less well here and the fact that Marbled White had their best year ever 
just serves to remind me that I miss one of my favourite butterflies! Equally 
the Painted Lady ‘invasion’ almost missed parts of the south.  

However, many species seen on NW sites followed the national trend with 
Meadow Brown (after a poor 2018) up 38%, Ringlet up 23%, Orange Tip up 
63%, Brimstone up 32% and most spectacularly migrant Red Admirals and 
Painted Ladies up 195% and 1,993% respectively. Autumn Peacocks did very 
well in the NW and Duke of Burgundy had their 8th best year. 

Weather was a key factor as many species bene-
fitted from the right combination of warmth, 
sunshine and rain in the spring (April/May) and 
summer (July/August); June was more than 
passable in the south but indifferent at best in 
the north. This combination, together with a 
good summer in 2018, allowed our spring 
butterflies (and those in ‘immature stages’) to 
flourish, just a shame that in the NW the abundance of ‘high summer’ 
butterflies came to an almost crashing end with the start of September!  

Clearly suffering from a current lack of recording opportunities for 2020 I 
started to trawl through the ‘reams’ of 2019 sightings for both North Lanca-
shire and Cumbria.....I had intended to restrict my search to the Morecambe 
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Bay area, the ‘jewel in the crown’, but found I wanted to share some of the 
many exceptional sightings from further north.  

A Painted Lady was photographed on 1st January at Coniston.....if not a por-
tent then a recognised national record.....but few adults took to the wing 
until the last two weeks of February when warmth brought a temporary end 
to the hibernation of Peacocks, Brimstones and to a lesser degree Commas, 
Small Tortoiseshells and even a few Red Admirals. Brimstone numbers were 
particularly impressive in the last week of February at Myers Allotment, 
Lambert’s Meadow, Heald Brow and Eaves Wood. Many were forced back 
into torpor by a cold March only to re-emerge to welcome the end of the 
month and the stunning April to follow. 

April is always an exciting time with the arrival of so many species that over-
wintered as pupa or even larva. An Orange tip, the first of many, was seen in 
Lindale on the 6th and another in the company of 
5 Peacocks at Gait Barrow on 9th April. The first 
Green Hairstreaks emerged at Foulshaw and 
Meathop Mosses on the 9th with Small White 
seen at Ormsgill Slag Banks on the 10th and Speck-
led Woods on 17th April. The first signs that this 
was going to be a special year were perhaps with 
the build up of massive numbers of the under-
recorded Green Hairstreak. On the 17th 24 were 
seen at Cliburn Moss NNR and 30 at Meathop Moss and on the 19th 70 were 
recorded at Nichols Moss and 130 at Savinhill and Helsington Mosses. How-
ever, by the 22nd 100 were noted at Meathop Moss and 164 at Cliburn with 
recorders noting that the true figure was likely to have been much higher.                                  

Before hundreds of trees were removed from Meathop to extend the raised 
mire it was home to vast areas of Bilberry and hosted probably the largest 
colony of Green Hairstreaks in the UK........several thousand could be seen 
often forming ‘clouds’ at ground and at canopy level. It is good to see that 
they seem to be making a slow but determined recovery.  

On the 18th April 39 Painted Ladies were seen in and near a garden in Weth-
eral (another portent!) and Holly Blue, Large White and Green-veined White 
also chose this day to put in their first appearance.  

Most species were still emerging a little late but to my amazement Pearl-
bordered Fritillary at Warton Crag put in what must be one of their earliest 
ever shows on 23rd April......an appearance time more akin to their relatives 
in Devon. An early Duke of Burgundy also emerged at this time on Kendal 
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Fell but Gait Barrow ‘Dukes’ preferred to wait until the first week of May. By 
now Orange Tips were being recorded in their 20’s and 30’s at favoured 
sites but Speckled Wood numbers remained low until the end of April. Holly 
Blues were having a ‘quiet’ but welcome presence (notably in church yards!) 
and the first report of a Small Heath came from the SW facing slope of War-
ton Crag on the 29th April. 

At Warton Crag the nationally rare Pearl-bordered Fritillary reached a mod-
est peak of 14 on the 29th April although it 
benefited from a longer than normal flight 
season with butterflies being seen throughout 
May. Along with the Duke it did better on 
Whitbarrow recovering from a run of disap-
pointing years. Sadly the ‘Pearl’ no longer sur-
vives at Gait Barrow, but Dukes were seen 
there in low numbers throughout May, an 
encouraging improvement on recent times.  

May started with a string of first sightings: Small Copper and Wall Brown 
appeared on the 1st May, Dingy Skipper at Ormsgill Slag Banks and Common 
Blue at Warton Crag both on the 5th May, the White Sable Moth [Anania 
Funebris] at Latterbarrow on the 11th May and 
a Brown Hairstreak caterpillar on the 12th at 
Gait Barrow. On the following day the same 
reserve hosted 6 Dukes and an impressive 28 
Brimstones....the latter now widespread 
throughout Morecambe Bay. On 16th May 32 
Small Heath, 25 Common Blue, 22 Dingy Skip-
per and 4 Pearl-bordered Fritillary where rec-
orded at Warton Crag and on the 17th the slag 
bank at Ormsgill reported 36 Small Blue along 
with 33 Dingy Skipper and 15 Common Blue.  

Unlike their ‘close cousins’ the first Small Pearl-bordered Fritillaries did not 
emerge more than a week early, 19th May at Warton Crag and just 3 days 
before Large Skipper at the same sit. 50 Green-veined White were seen in 
Barbondale on 22nd May and Finglandrigg NNR hosted 55 Marsh Fritillary on 
the following day (99 MF were reported on 07.06.19. 

 As Small Pearl-bordered Fritillary (SPBF) and Small Heath numbers were 
building up, June started with a ‘mixed bag’ of weather. Just one Mountain 
Ringlet was spotted at Irton Fell on the first day of the month, but 48 more 
were seen at this exceptionally early site on the 9th June.....as were 6 SPBF. I 

Photo: Bob Eade 
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Pearl-bordered Fritillary 
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do not recall a previous record at this site for SPBF but unlike ‘Pearls’ they 
are far more tolerant of different habitats as long as their caterpillars can 
feed on violet. As a consequence there 
could be well over 100 colonies of SPBF 
over much of Cumbria (less so in N. Lanca-
shire) allowing a degree of connectivity 
while their less tolerant relative the Pearl-
bordered Fritillary (PBF) is limited to far 
fewer, and more isolated sites that are 
warmer, have shorter turf, lower water ta-
bles, are less shady (ideally where there is a 
mosaic of bracken litter, dead twigs/leaves 
and bare earth) but plenty of violet.  

The last report of a PBF and the first report of a Northern Brown Argus 
(NBA) came from Whitbarrow on the 7thJune while on the 9thJune 3 Mead-
ow Brown were seen on Yealand Hall Allotment and 10 SPBF and 8 NBA 
were reported from Warton Crag, a day after the first Small Skipper was re-
ported from the same location. Large Heath usually emerge at Heysham in 
the 3rd or 4th week of May, a little later further north where 39 were noted 
at  Duddon Mosses on the 9th June and 25 at Meathop Moss the following 
day. Small Skipper were also seen at the very early site of Allithwaite Quarry 
on the 10th June with the first Ringlet reported on the 18th June. 

Little known Claife Heights (near Wray) hosted 45 SPBF, 50 Small Heath and 
19 Painted Ladies on the 19th June....the 
same day Grayling and Dark Green Fritillary 
were first recorded on Whitbarrow. Large 
Heath reached a peak count of 50 on Meath-
op Moss the following day and on the 21st 
June while the Coppermines at Coniston saw 
35 SPBF and 30 SH and Barkbooth had its 
first 2 High Brown Fritillaries of the year. 
Wall Brown had a ‘goodish’ year with 7 rec-
orded at Holme Park Fell on 23rd June; the 

second generation usually does better and 42 were recorded at Bowness-on
-Solway gravel pits on the 3rd August.  

A single White-lettered Hairstreak [WLH] was spotted at Latterbarrow on 
the 24th June and by the 26th June Mountain Ringlet (MR) was putting in a 
good emergence at a number of the higher ‘classic’ sites - 116 were seen at 
Hartsop Dodd and two days later 384 were recorded at the same 
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Photo: Iain Leach 

Small Heath 

Small Pearl-bordered Fritillary 
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site.....along with 500 Small Heath (SH). Despite this, both MR and SH are 
under-recorded butterflies with large mountainous areas completely un-
recorded. Other notable records for the day include 100 Meadow Brown at 
Latterbarrow 20 Grayling at Jack Scout (Silverdale), 20 NBA at Yewbarrow 
and 6 High Brown Fritillary at Barkbooth. 

July 1st saw the first Silver-washed Fritillary at Brigsteer Woods, one of its 
favourite haunts, along with 65 Ringlet 
and 15 Large Skipper. The next day wit-
nessed an ‘explosion of butterflies’ at 
Yewbarrow with 120 Dark Green Fritillary, 
100 Painted Lady, 80 Ringlet, 80 Meadow 
Brown, 40 NBA, 20 Large Skipper, 10 
Common Blue and a single Purple Hair-
streak. On the 3rd July Myers Allotment, 
BC’s only reserve in the NW, had 62 Ring-
let, 50 Meadow Brown, 11 Painted Lady, 

5 Speckled Wood and 2 Dark Green Fritillary and on the same day RSPB 
Hodbarrow recorded the first Gatekeeper. Grayling did well without reach-
ing the heights of 2018, 30 were seen on Scout Scar and 56 on Whitbarrow 
on the 6th June. 

It was also pleasing to see that after 2018, when many WLH sites were dis-
covered, this elusive and under-recorded 
butterfly did well during the first two weeks 
of July at known sites including the River 
Kent near Sedgwick, Oxenholme Station, 
Yealand Hall Allotment and sites near Penrith 
and Brampton. Ringlet numbers 
‘soared’ (many  Morecambe Bay sites hosted 
30-130) but after 2018 it was especially 
pleasing to see Meadow Brown recover so 
well with North Cumbria leading the way: 125 were seen at St. Helen’s near 
Flimby, 100 at West Beach Dunes near Silloth and 150 at Mawbray Banks 
(12th-15th June) with pride of place going to Bitterlees Beach, Silloth, with 
200 on the 25th July.  

Other notable July records include 38 Small Tortoiseshell seen at Faulds 
Brow, Caldbeck, on the 12th, 43 Gatekeeper on Walney Island on the 14th, 20 
Purple Hairstreak at Flashbank, Brigsteer, on the 15th and the 68 Small Skip-
per on Kendal Fell reported on the 29th July. However the last days of July 
and early August were dominated by the Painted Lady (PL) ‘invasion’, offi-

Photo: Tamas Nestor 
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cially the 3rd biggest invasion since 1976 but, as this influx almost by-passed 
part of the south, possibly the biggest in the north?  

This phenomenal migration amounted to many 100’s of thousands and 
quite possibly millions, and left Knapweed hillsides and Buddleia gardens 
smothered in beautiful butterflies. Numbers of PL started to build up rapidly 
and by the 29th August 33 were seen at Holehird Gardens, 36 at Ormsgill 
Slag Banks, 50 on Arnside Knott and 87 on Kendal Fell. On 31st July 107 PL 
were seen on Knapweed at St. Bees Head and on the next day 88 were on 
one patch of waste ground in Barrow, 120 in Old Park Wood near Holker 
and 235 during just 30 minutes recording on Kendal Fell.  

On the 3rd  August 300 PL were noted at Grizedale Forest and on the 8th Au-
gust 137 were seen at Smardale  Gill and 500 at Bullpot Farm on Casterton 
Fell. Even by the 25th August 145 PL were still 
to be seen at Smardale Gill with the greater 
surprise being that they were accompanied 
by an astonishing 520 Peacocks. With so 
many Painted Ladies and Peacocks (together 
with Red Admiral, Small Tortoiseshell and 
Comma) now widespread and very visible it 
was wonderful to see so many people re-
discover their child-hood delight at seeing  
beautiful butterflies close up and adorning 
their gardens and flower beds. 

Three more species should be mentioned: Scotch Argus continued a worry-
ing decline on Arnside Knott with only 14 seen there on the 30th July howev-
er the situation at Smardale Gill remained buoyant with over 450 seen there 
on the 8th August. Brown Hairstreak, including egg laying females, were seen 
quite regularly at Gait Barrows from the 8th August but in very low numbers. 
And finally, there were several Clouded yellow singletons observed notably 
in the second and third week of September at Ormsgill, Foulney Island and 
at Pilling. 

September was a disappointment with both weather and butterflies in 
marked contrast to most of the spring and summer. A strong showing of 
late Speckled Wood (SW) Red Admiral (RA) and Small Tortoiseshell (ST) 
helped maintain interest with 33 ST and 26 RA seen on the 17th September 
at Flookburgh and Leighton Hall respectively and on the following day 48 
SW were reported from Halecat Woods. Red Admirals continued to brave 
the elements through October and with less success in November with the 
last being seen on the 19th December....just ‘pipped’ by a Brimstone that 
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was so disturbed from hibernation that it put on an appearance on the 30th 
December. 

To sum up, the weather of 2019 was most 
helpful, especially following 2018, but this spe-
cial year cannot be fully explained by this 
alone. Professor Tom Brereton points to con-
servation through agri-environmental 
schemes, increased woodland (and woodland 
management), increased grazing by wild ani-
mals (and conservation grazing) and a slowing 
in the rate of agricultural intensification as im-

portant contributory factors. He also notes that 
‘a number of ‘Priority Species’ (including DS, LH, SB and MF) that have been 
the focus of intensive conservation effort by BC and partners are no longer 
in long term population decline’.  

I believe there is a positive message from this, many recorders are active 
conservationists and do not always see a short-term response to their la-
bours. After working your way through Hawthorn, Blackthorn and Bramble 
thickets it can be frustrating to see little improvement in butterfly numbers 
the following year! Yet the message must be that this work is vital; as the 
weather, climate change and the factors that Tom Brereton refers to be-
come more important so our butterflies must have the opportunity to take 
advantage.           

Fundraise for Butterfly Conservation when you shop online 
 

Give as you Live Online is the free and 
easy way to raise free funds for Butter-
fly Conservation, simply by shopping 
online. 
Join for free today and start raising 
when you shop at over 4,000 stores. 
Click on a store you want to shop with 
and you'll be directed to the store's 

website where you can continue to shop as normal. Your purchase will au-
tomatically generate free funds for charity! 
From holidays and travel, to clothing and gifts, you can raise hundreds of 
pounds from all your online purchases. Grab your cape and join our 100,000 
other Giving Heroes. Visit https://donate.giveasyoulive.com/charity/
butterflyconservation to find out more. 
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Making a Green Roof for Pollinators  

by Chris Atherton 

For years I’ve looked at the empty space on the allotment shed roof and 
dreamt of a green roof full of butterflies, so this year I finally decided to get 
started on the project.  

A few years ago 
I went on a 
green roof train-
ing course to 
learn more 
about how 
they’re built, 
including struc-
tural reinforce-
ment, different 
types of roofs 
and substrates 
and what types 
of plants to use. 

I must stress that before starting any green roof project, big or small, it’s 
very important to reinforce the supporting structure! It’s surprising how 
heavy the green roof becomes once it’s full of substrate and plants, espe-
cially after heavy rain.  There’s lots of guidance available in books and online 
but if you’re in doubt ask for advice from a reputable joiner or builder. 

As a joiner myself, I reinforced my small allotment shed by bracing the walls 
and adding extra roof support with new joists and plywood.  Using upcycled 
wood, I created a frame around the shed to hold the soil. I lined the frame 
with a butyl rubber pond liner which is long lasting and weather resistant 
and stops water seeping through.  My shed roof has a shallow pitch, so I 
added a drainage system at one end with a gutter to capture run off. I’d ad-
vise you to research the best way of building your green roof as there’s not 
enough room to explain it in depth here. 

The next step was to add a lightweight substrate.  Different substrates are 
available for different plant and roof types.  Again, this will need researching 
in accordance with your personal project.  As I wanted to make a green roof 
for pollinators I made mine with a soil depth of 6 inches.  I made my own 
substrate with a mixture of peat-free compost, perlite, limestone chippings, 
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sharp sand and waste subsoil from the allotment topped with some orna-
mental gravel to keep the weeds down. 

We have Common Blue butterflies on the allotment and I love Bird’s-foot 
Trefoil so from the outset I had a vision of swathes of Bird’s-foot Trefoil 
hanging over the edge of the roof and the shed doorway.  Other plants I 
used were Catmint, Anise Hyssop, Marjoram, Wild Basil, Devil’s-bit Scabi-
ous, Field Scabious, Red Campion, Evening Primrose, Bladder Campion, 
Chamomile and Fox-and-Cubs. 

Over the years I’d already grown lots of wildflowers in pots ready for the 
project, but you can also buy trays of wildflower plug plants online, which 
are easy to use and quick growing.  The Cumbria Wildflowers and British 
Wildflower Plants websites both have a wide selection to choose from. 

Having fully planted the roof and filled in the gaps with decorative pebbles 
and watered it thoroughly I sat back and allowed it to flourish.  Like many 
projects involving plants and flowers it was soon evident it was going to far 
surpass my expectations!  The Bird’s-foot Trefoil cascaded over the sides 
creating a beautiful yellow halo around the shed.  There have been inverte-
brates of all types on the shed, all summer long. 

I attached a permanent ladder to the shed to help me to access the green 
roof for watering, maintenance and weeding.   

The best thing I did on the allotment to help wildlife was to install a pond, 
but the green roof comes a very close second and adds an extra dimension 
to what used to be an empty space on the shed roof.  Birds, bees, hover-
flies, moths and butterflies all seem to love it and look really at home up 
there. 
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The highlights for the green roof this year included a Humming-bird Hawk-
moth, Brown Hawker dragonfly, damselflies, crickets and a selection of 
butterflies including Small Copper, Small Tortoiseshell, Small White, Large 
White, Red Admiral, Painted Lady, Speckled Wood and Comma.  Hopefully 
next year I’ll attract some Common Blues and who knows what else might 
turn up. 

Green roofs can be big or small projects quickly 
transforming boring spaces into attractive mi-
cro habitats.  Last year I made a green roof to 
cover the three wheelie bins in my garden, 
which not only helps to hide the bins but looks 
great and supports lots of wildlife.  I’ve seen 
green roofs on bird houses, dog kennels, stor-
age boxes and canopies.  So why not have a go 
and quickly transform that wasted space into a 
home for wildlife and plants? 

If you’re interested in finding out more there 
are several books available to help you get 
started, for example ‘Planting Green Roofs and 
Living Walls’ and ‘Small Green Roofs’ or take a 
look at some of the green roof videos on 
YouTube.  Just don’t forget to reinforce your 
structure first! 
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Are you a budding nature photographer? Have you or your children taken 
some lovely butterfly or moth snaps through this spring and summer? Why 
not enter our competition and the overall winner’s photograph will appear 
in the front cover of our Autumn 2021 newsletter and receive a £25 NHBS 
voucher, with 2nd place  being printed on the back cover. 

There will be 3 categories: 1)UK Butterfly, 2)UK Moth and 3)Early Stage 
(egg, larva or pupa) of UK Butterfly or Moth 

 

Judging will be by the branch committee and the winners announced at our 
2021 Members’ Day and AGM.  

Entries to be emailed to photocomp@lancashire-butterflies.org.uk with 
Photography Competition 2021 as the Subject title and include the titled 
photos, where they were taken and your name (and age if under 18). 
Closing date for entries is 31st May 2021. 

 

Terms & Conditions: 

Competition is open to all Lancashire branch members; entries must have been 
taken during 2020/21, be of native species and have been taken within the 
boundaries of the branch with the general location (eg Myers Allotment Reserve, 
Avenham Park, etc) identified for the general interest of the branch members; 
each member may submit a total of 3 photographs to the competition; each 
photograph must have a title and be anonymous for judging purposes; only digital 
images (as JPEGs max 6Mb) will be accepted which may be cropped but must not 
be enhanced by computer manipulation; Members of the branch committee and 
their immediate families may not enter; winning entries to be available for 
publication on the branch website and in the newsletter. Submission of photos as 
stated here indicates your agreement to these T&Cs 
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Expect the Unexpected 

Ken Haydock & Jill Mills 

On Saturday 11th July, Jill & I were trying to get photos of White-letter Hair-
streaks nectaring on Creeping Thistles, in SD51 at Duxbury, Chorley. The 
afternoon was calm and hot, just right for bringing out a myriad of insects, 
including black ants in their thousands, on and around the small soil 
mounds that they were constructing at the junction of a mown strip, 
abutting an untouched area of flowering brambles and three species of this-
tles, namely, Spear, Marsh and Creeping. With a backdrop of mature Wych 
Elm, Sycamore, Silver Birch and Goat Willow. Needless to say, that the ants 
were giving us much consternation, as they were everywhere, well almost, 
and we needed to do the ‘Ant Dance’ more than several times!! We were 
also getting worried that we might be joined by the younger generations, 
thinking that a new dance craze was sweeping the area and would want to 
be a part of it, but thankfully, that didn’t happen! 

We had spent the morning at another site looking for White-letter Hair-
streak, which we eventually saw, flitting around the Elm canopy, but being 
as the day was getting hotter and sunnier, we decided to head for a group of 

Wych Elms at Duxbury, knowing that there was a very 
good nectar source to hopefully, entice White-letter 
Hairstreaks down to ground level. We arrived at 
Duxbury just before midday, to scan the brambles and 
thistles and it was fifteen sweltering minutes before 
we got the first response from our target species, a 
female, nectaring on a Creeping Thistle, not a pristine 
individual, but certainly a welcome one. Quite often it 
would be irritated by any number of insect species, 
though mainly bees and hoverflies wanting to nectar 
on the same flowerhead, but this little butterfly held 
its ground! 

Then at 12.20pm, it was Jill’s turn to find another, female White-letter Hair-
streak, just a couple of metres away from the other one, and this was also 
on a terminal thistle head, nectaring. With pictures taken of the first one, I 
turned my attention to Jill’s find, and it too, was being irritated constantly 
by numerous insects and again, mainly bees and hoverflies, therefore many 
of the pictures were ‘photo-bombed’ (we think that’s the term used, nowa-
days), though that was to be expected, but we certainly didn’t expect to be 
‘photo-bombed’ by a Lunar Hornet Moth, and in flight!! This was the only 
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flight view we had, but over the next 21 
minutes, it ‘photo-bombed’ five more pic-
tures, as it (presumably) took nectar from 
the Creeping Thistle, flowers and due to its 
size and shape we think this Lunar Hornet 
moth, was a male. 

We had never seen this species of moth be-
fore, even though we tend to check mature 
Willows during July for pupal cases or for freshly emerged adults. So, to see 
our first Lunar Hornet Moth, in the same frame as our ‘special’ White-letter 
Hairstreak, turned this day into a ‘Red-letter’ day!! 

Growing my own Brimstones 

Laura Sivell 

When I planted 2 Alder Buckthorn whips in my garden as part of the ‘Grow 
your own Brimstones’ project a couple of years ago (Lancashire Branch 
bought them in bulk to sell on to members at cost) I didn’t seriously expect 
them to yield anything in the way of butterflies.  The closest I’d ever seen a 
female Brimstone was around 10 miles away, and the nearest male over 1 
mile away.  But they’re nice small trees for a modestly sized garden, with 
good autumn colour and planted in the damp ground at the far end, would 
provide shelter for my other plants. 

By this spring, they had reached about 3 feet 
high and I’d spotted a weed near one that was 
desperate to be pulled out, so I was just looking 
for a place in the border to put my foot to reach 
it, when I noticed the characteristic feeding 
damage Brimstone caterpillars do on a leaf, 
and, on closer inspection, the caterpillar itself.  
Weeding forgotten, I checked over the rest of 
the plant and found a total of 12.   

I’ve reared caterpillars before as part of the 
Duke of Burgundy restoration scheme and had kept the netting bags I’d 
used over potted primulas for that, so quickly dug them out and carefully 
enclosed the twigs the caterpillars were on, to protect them from birds.  As  
they grew, I moved them on to fresh twigs so there were always plenty of 
fresh leaves available.  For about a month they fed and grew, then the larg-
est began to pupate.  I was lucky enough to be in the right place at the right 
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time, and watched the caterpillar spin the 
silk girdle that would hold it in place 
whilst the transformation took place.  

Not all the caterpillars made it.  One es-
caped when I hadn’t tied the net bag on 
properly - it may have survived by it-
self.  Some died in the bad weather, or 
were possibly parasitized but I ended up 

with 8 pupae, one of which developed dark blotches – that one never 
hatched.   

When the others were looking ready to emerge, I cut off the twigs they 
were on and transferred them to a cage where they’d have more room to 
dry out their wings, and they emerged over the next few days.  I let them go 
once they were ready to fly. 

I had one come back after about 3 weeks, still looking pristine.   

So despite it not seeming likely that I’d get Brimstones, it only took 2 years 
for them to find the buckthorns in my garden and breed.  It’s something 
anyone with a garden could do. 
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Lady Eleanor and the Lincolnshire Fritillary. 

Richard B Walker. 

Eleanor Glanville (c1654-1709) was born in Yorkshire the daughter of Rich-
ard & Muriel Goodricke, a well to do family. After inheriting one of the fami-
ly homes, Tickenham Court a Medieval hall in Somerset she married in 1676 
Edmond Ashfield but her husband unfortunately  died in 1690.  Her second 
marriage was to Sir Richard Glanville, a person who on many occasions 
threatened her with extreme violence. It is thought that after separating 
from her husband in 1698 she become interested in Entomology. From sur-
viving papers and letters it is clear that she corresponded with many early 
collectors in particular James Petiver a London pharmacist and renowned 
naturalist. Before his time butterflies had no English names, so only a few 

learned people could compare notes and 
share their knowledge. His first English 
named entry in a published work is of a yel-
low butterfly he called The Brimstone de-
scribing the colour as “of butter” perhaps the 
original “Butter fly”. Between 1695 and 1717  
he added another 48 names, most of which 
are used to this day, he also coined the name 
fritillary  from the Latin fritillus meaning 
chequered dice box; and was later credited 
with being the father of entomology. After 
his death Petiver's collection was bought by 
Sir Hans Sloane, (Physician to the Royal 
household, Sloane Square, London etc.) for 
£4,000 and now much of it, including his pa-
pers  and note books survives in the Natural 
History Museum. 

The second half of the Seventeenth Century gave rise to the Scientific Revo-
lution. In 1662 The Royal Society was founded and  advances in astronomy, 
physics, mathematics and all things “natural” took place, collecting, catego-
rising and cataloguing brought some order to the natural world. But still as-
sociated with witchcraft, butterflies and metamorphosis were thought to 
represent death and mortality. It is within these contexts that Eleanor Glan-
ville's life took shape. 

Her correspondences with Petiver in the 1690's were often accompanied by 
boxes of butterflies, amongst which was the first record of the Lincolnshire 
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Fritillary, so named by Petiver; this became Linnaeus's type specimen. She 
reared moths and butterflies and her two apprentice girls would be paid 6 
pence to collect “worms”  and “flies”from the hedgerows, probably using 
the word “looper” for the first time to describe Geometrid larvae. Eleanor 
gave lessons to her collectors on how to carry the insects safely and use 
brown paper to parcel them for Petiver's inspection. Her notes on rearing 
larvae and the early stages of High Brown Fritillary and Green-veined White 
showed her considerable knowledge and interest. 

Visiting London in 1702 with a large collection of butterflies Eleanor caused 
excitement amongst London's naturalists. How was it that such a noted col-
lector and her collection of British butterflies had gone unnoticed? Following 
this Petiver documented many of her specimens. Like many collectors and 
museums to this day the problem of infestation of mites causes havoc. She 
recounts loosing many hundreds of her best examples to this problem, a few 
of her specimens, a butterfly and two moths still exist within the Sloane col-
lection. 

Outside the entomology world she is best known for the legal disputes with 
regard to her Will. Eleanor moved her wealth and property to a Trust away 
from her violent husband. Following her death  her eldest son, under du-
ress, contested the legality of the Will. In court the Will was overturned  on 
the grounds that no one “not deprived of their senses should go in pursuit of 
butterflies”. It would appear that at that time a women who forsook domes-
ticity and favoured the new scientific years of enlightenment and knowledge 
had been open to ridicule. 

Eleanor Glanville is today regarded as one of the important pioneering ento-
mologists and her name associated forever with the Glanville Fritillary 
(Melitaea cinxia),  found in Britain on the cliffs along the southern half of the 
Isle of White and in the Channel Isles and being at the extreme north of its 
range, though common in Europe. 

Sources:- 

Liverpool World Museum. Entomology Department. T Hunter. Photos. 

Millennium Atlas of Great Britain. Asher, Warren, Fox et al. 

The Aurelian Legacy. Salmon, Marren & Hartley. 

F Mountain. A novel on Glanville's life. 

English Natural History. 
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‘Wilding’ by Isabella Tree.  

Published by Picador 2018    ISBN978-1-5098-0509-9    £20.00 Hardback. 

This is not a butterfly book but an inspiration to all who love wild life and 
the countryside: it also has a chapter on the Purple Emperor! I did not want 
to put this book down but needed time to think over the importance of 
what was being ‘said’.  

This sounds rather exaggerated but really does sum up how I felt while 
reading this beautifully written and well researched book. The book does 
not break entirely new ground but it does ask the reader to look at land and 
landscapes in a different and more sustainable way. This is a very thought 
provoking book. 

‘Wilding’ is the inspirational story of a pioneering experiment that is helping 
to change the way we look at nature, the countryside and conservation. It is 
not a prescription for how all farming should be but as James Rebanks has 
stated ‘every farmer needs to spend a day at the Knepp Estate to work out 
what we can do to let nature back into our farmed landscapes’ 

Isabella Tree and her husband Charlie Burrell own and run the substantial 
Knepp estate in Sussex. The estate includes areas of ‘heavy clay weald soil’ 
and when inherited by the author’s husband in 1987 this mixed farm of 
dairy and cereals was already losing money. Intensification, diversification 
and putting some operations out to contract where all tried with little eco-
nomic [and no environmental] success; it was not until EU ‘Common Agricul-
tural Policy’ was reformed in June 2003 that real transformation could start. 
The CAP reform allowed farmers to take land out of production while re-
ceiving subsidy so allowing Knepp to come out of conventional farming. 

Over the next 10 years, with begrudging and then growing financial support, 
land was successively taken out of production. Many neighbouring farmers 
were unimpressed as Exmoor Ponies, English Longhorns, Tamworth Pigs and 
Fallow and Red Deer were introduced to the various blocks of now stock 
proofed land that make up this vast estate. Yet today [despite some persis-
tent opposition] we can record astonishing economic as well as environ-
mental achievements.  

Grant income is now supported by sales of organic meat, rented holiday 
accommodation and a thriving campsite and safari business. It has some of 
the most bio-diverse landscape in the UK and is the best place to see Turtle 
Dove, Nightingale and Purple Emperor butterflies.....and a whole host of 
other wild life. In 2018 it was singled out by DEFRA as an ‘outstanding exam-
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Notable Garden Moths 

By Justine Patton 

At the beginning of the year, I wasn’t to know just how much garden moth 
recording I would be doing. Much of my Spring and Summer should have 
been spent collecting moth data for my Masters degree which unfortunately 
had to be postponed for a year. Restricted movement meant that the only 

way I was going to get my mothing fix 
was to trap in the garden, which is 
something I do regularly, but never 
quite as much as I have this year. I 
thought I would share some of my fa-
vourite and most notable moths 
caught so far this year. 

I live in Silverdale which sits within the 
Arnside and Silverdale Area of Out-
standing Natural Beauty. Alongside the 
commoner garden species, I also catch 

many of our local specialities. Both gardens are not particularly big, but I am 
fortunate to have a mosaic of mixed broadleaved woodland and calcareous 
grassland at the back and at the front lies the coastline of Morecambe Bay 
less than 250m away as the Crow flies. At times, I run a trap in both gardens, 
sometimes opting for one depending on the weather. 

The beginning of the year usually starts off slowly for most that trap in the 
garden, but the presence of trees supports the Winter moth species. A worn 

Yellow-horned 

ple of landscape scale restoration in recovering nature’ The author clearly 
wishes other land owners, especially those on marginal land, to engage with 
the wilding process...even highly productive land can support hedgerows, 
shelter belts, coppices, streams and ponds. However if she has a missionary 
message [and her scientifically researched arguments are powerful and elo-
quent] it must be to those who want to persist in conventional farming 
where land is simply too marginal and would be far better put to the re-turn 
of nature.   

Before embarking on this remarkable project Isabella Tree was already an 
award-winning author and travel writer. Her books include ‘The Living God-
dess’ and ‘The Bird Man’        

Chris Winnick (June 2020) 
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Brick Agrochola circellaeis found its way into my trap at the end of January. 
What was interesting was that this is an Autumnal species, with individuals 
rarely recorded into December. 

Moths were generally thin on the ground until the end of March, where I 
saw an explosion of Orthosias. At this time, I had my first Yellow horned 
Achyla flavicornis a species associated with mature woodland. It has a very 
narrow flight period, so it can be easily missed, especially if there is a period 
of exceptionally cold weather early on. Then three interesting species came 
to light in quick succession as we headed into April. These were Oak nycteo-
line Nycteola revayana, a small Noctuid often mistaken for a micro-moth 
and Barred Tooth-striped Trichopterix polycommata, a BAP priority species 
and Great prominent Peridea anceps, a species of old Oak woodland. 

After the Orthosia rush we headed into May, where species richness begins 
to increase. Midway through the month a new species to me turned up, 
Barred Hook-tip Drepana curvatula, a Beech feeding species with a very lo-

cal distribution. Other local species which are regulars included Mullein 
wave Scopula marginepunctata, Cream wave Scopula floslactata and Clay 
Triple-lines Cyclophora linearia.  

As June arrived, there was a notable increase in species richness and abun-
dance, and so the traps begin to take slightly longer to check, especially with 
the higher proportion of micro-moths. A notable feature of this period for 
me was the variety of Pug moths turning up. Commoner species such as 
Green Pasiphila rectangulata, Currant Eupithecia assimilata, Grey E. subfus-
cata, Goldenrod E. virgaureata, Foxglove E. pulchellata and White-spotted 
pug E. tripunctaria came in small numbers, along with the locally common 
Haworth’s pug E. howorthiata.  

Following on from the successful recording of a good selection of pugs July 
provided me with a new species to the ever-growing garden list, Plain pug 

Foxglove Pug Four-spotted Footman 
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Easy access to the Sefton Dunes with a generator. 

Richard B Walker. 

The  heading phrased as a question is one I've been asked many times, not 
only by moth-ers from VC59 but more often by keen people coming up from 
North Wales and the Midlands. Usually they are wanting to see the local, 
scarce, and rare moths associated with the Sefton SSSI on the sand dunes, 
and dune heath areas. 

Lugging a generator plus the rest of the gear up sand dunes is almost impos-
sible so where can one drive a car into the frontal dune system? Formby 
Point via Victoria Road is one possibility but the dunes and natural vegeta-
tion on either side of the car park are wrecked by the footfall of thousands 
of day trippers and remains popular well after sunset. 

The answer is to drive to Ainsdale Discovery Centre where a free car park is 

Eupithecia simpliciata. This is a rare species in Lancashire with records being 
restricted to coastal localities where its larval foodplant can be found, Atri-
plex and Chenopodium species. Due to the rarity and condition of the speci-
men, it had to be checked by our local Pug moth expert, Brian Hancock for 
confirmation and to validate the record. I have now recorded 31 pug species 
in Lancashire! The only other notable species in what has been a very wild, 
wet and windy July was the scarce Wych elm feeder Blomer’s rivulet Venu-
sia blomeri and the migratory Four-spotted footman Lithosia quadra. I have 
recorded three (all male) since moving here nearly two years ago. This is a 
sexually dimorphic species and I just love the touch of metallic blue on the 
legs and the base of the forewing on the males. 

So far, August has shown little deviation in the weather trend, but the 
moths continue to come, albeit in fewer numbers now. What has increased 
is the presence of Large yellow underwing Noctua pronuba. For me, the 
start of the month marks their peak flight period, whereby there is a combi-
nation of resident and migratory individuals. Numbers peaked at 165, but I 
know they can be much more numerous. They have a bad reputation 
amongst moth recorders because they can overwhelm a catch and damage 
many of the other more delicate species within the trap. 

The mothing year is beginning to wind down as we head toward September, 
however, there will still be lots to see over the coming months and I hope to 
test new methods such as sugaring to record moths in my garden. 
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available. Walking towards the sea about 25 metres across a hard surface 
brings one to an old tarmacked area. This is a  very suitable place to set up 
camp. The first six metres are of rough grasses, blackthorn, other scrubby 
plants and at the edges a variety of smaller flowering plants, see below for a 
more relevant list.  From this rises an eight metre high fixed dune ridge run-
ning parallel to the sea. The top of this leads down to the beach after about 
30 metres of primary dunes.   

I have set up one light to sheet here at the base of the dune and an MV trap 
on top of the ridge many times, mainly in July, August and early September. 
On the leeward side of the dunes (useful if the wind is from the West) grow 
bedstraw, privet, bramble, willow, sallow, black-
thorn, orache, lichens, mosses and some bracken. 
These are the larval food plants for Map-wing Swift 
Hepialus lupulinus, Small Blood-vein Scopula imi-
taria, Satin Wave Idaea subsericeata, Hayworth's 
Pug Eupithecia haworthiata, Small Elephant Hawk-
moth Deilephila porcellus, Dark Tussock Dicallom-
era fascelina, White Satin Leucoma salcis and 
Scarce Footman Eilema complana. 

An MV trap on the top of the dune ridge would be 
amongst Lyme Grass, Sand Couch, Saltmarsh grass-
es, Sea Bindweed, Marram, Prickly Saltwort and 
Sea Rocket ; these being the larval  food plants for 
Agriphila selasella, Grass Eggar Lasiocampa trifolii 
trifolii, Sand Dart Agrotis ripae, White Colon Sideridis albicolon,  Shore Wain-
scot Mythimna litoralis, Lyme Grass Chortodes elymi and Sandhill Rustic Lu-
perinia nickerlii. 

This makes for an interesting list of uncommon moths all of which I've rec-
orded from this site and on a number of occasions. I should add two points, 
firstly that Sand Dart, Lyme Grass and Sandhill Rustic don't usually fly much 
before midnight and secondly, missing from this list, is Portland Moth 
Actebia praecox whose larval food plant is Dwarf Sallow and little of that 
grows around here. 

Though Sefton Council own this public area it would be sensible to notify 
Ainsdale Discovery Centre staff of your intentions as the site is adjacent to 
Pontins  Camp and the entrance onto a restricted parking area of the beach. 
Wild parties and fireworks have been known to disrupt mothing attempts, 
JG can pass comment here, and police may turn up.  It is worth a visit! 

Map-winged Swift 
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Urban Moth Trapping. 

Colin Barnes 

For me it began in Sheffield, staying with friends who had bought a moth 
trap to see what their little wildlife garden might attract. I knew next to 
nothing about moths. I enjoyed photographing butterflies when out walking 
and had encountered a few day-flying moths (spectacular Emperor moths 
jetting across Cannock Chase and chimney sweepers resting on grass stems 
in local meadows) but I hadn’t been prepared for the breath-taking beauty 
and variety that I saw for the first time we trooped into the garden and be-
gan to sift through the egg boxes used to provide refuges for moths in the 
trap.  

The following spring I’d a trap of my own, a pile of specimen pots and a field 
guide and was ready to discover what my own little Lancaster backyard had 
to offer. 

The very first morning that I stepped out to see what the 
night had brought I found a beautiful Puss Moth clinging 
to a wall looking like Lepidopteral royalty draped in black 
and white furs. That was 15 years ago and I’ve not seen 
another Puss Moth since. Enjoying moths has been like 
that – In my old records book there are dozens of records 
of moths I’ve seen just once or twice, but with a seem-
ingly never ending number of species appearing through-
out the year there’s always something new to discover. 

I’d encourage any supporters of Butterfly Conservation 
who live in a town to take up this genuinely fascinating pastime. Living in a 
town and running a moth trap is an enthralling way to encounter wildlife. 
During the months of spring and summer you’re treated to a continually 
changing selection of species as their staggered flight seasons come and go. 
Armed with a guidebook you quickly learn to recognise the different groups 
of moths and to pick out each species (if you don’t have a guide book there 
are plenty of helpful people on social media sites and also specialist moth ID 
sites such as ukmoths.org.uk).  

How you choose to explore this nocturnal world is up to you. Moth trapping 
is a fantastic way to introduce children to natural history – the thrill of han-
dling a bright pink and green Elephant Hawk Moth is guaranteed to hold 
them in awe. You can record your catches and submit your records to the 
county recorders (listed on the back of this newsletter) and in that way con-
tribute to the scientific knowledge vital to modern conservation strategies. 
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By learning about the habitat needs of different species you build a map of 
your neighbourhood and understand how it supports insects (and the birds 

and bats which feed on them) – I’ve lived in 
two locations in Lancaster, one near the 
canal and one near a small patch of urban 
woodland, both places have produced a 
noticeably different selection of moths 
according to those habitats despite their 
geographic proximity. You can even plan 
your garden planting to attract and provide 
for more species (you don’t even need a 
garden - I have a friend who sets a trap at 
the open window of an attic spare room and 

gets as good a haul as I do, though she does have to put up with moths 
emerging from nooks and crannies to fly about the room at dusk!). A lot of 
people (myself included) enjoy wildlife photography and a docile moth is a 
great subject to help develop the skills and patience required for macro 
photography. 

I use a moth trap with actinic tube lights, this is an unobtrusive UV light 
that’s ideal for urban areas where consideration for neighbours is needed. 
This type of trap attracts lower moth numbers than the dazzlingly bright 
mercury vapour lights which can be used in non built-up and rural areas, but 
will still bring in a good selection. I’ve been 
trapping in a new garden this summer, 
setting the trap every three days or so, and 
in the months of May to July I recorded 
about 150 species. I had hardly a night 
without a new species. These numbers 
mean that catches are constantly fascinating 
but also that the hobby doesn’t need to 
become extremely time consuming. You can 
be an urban moth trapper while you drink 
your morning coffee if that’s the spare time you have. 

I’m writing this at the end of September as the season draws to a close. I 
have a much better idea of the wildlife in my area as a result of my 
lockdown summer of trapping, I have a list of plants to add to the garden for 
next year to draw in more moths and the neighbours’ children are already 
anticipating next spring and nights with the ghostly blue glow of the trap 
bringing another menagerie of moths for them to examine. 
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