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 Front cover: Small Coppers,  Painting by Tim Smith

A MESSAGE FROM THE CHAIR
Little could have prepared us for the strange world we have found ourselves in during 
2020. The advent of COVID-19 meant that we had to cancel our Members’ Day and 
Branch AGM in April and abandon all subsequent summer field trips and conservation 
work parties. Normally these would have provided an opportunity to celebrate the 
achievements of the branch, thank all our volunteers and enjoy the social interaction 
with other members. The plans of Woodland Wings and Back from the Brink, our two 
national projects, have also been curtailed. We have recently begun to resume activities 
in a small way. I have given an online talk for Back from the Brink and we have held 
work parties at Twywell Hills and Dales, but as I write, we have entered the second 
Lockdown and others planned in the Butterfly Garden at Sywell and at Fermyn Woods 
Country Park have had to be postponed. 

Our website has enabled us to keep members up to date as much as possible and 
social media has provided us with the means to chart the butterfly and moth season as 
it has unfolded, and I have enjoyed the many excellent photos and videos posted by 
our members during the summer. They have served to remind us that nature is always 
there and can provide us with memorable moments even when circumstances seem 
challenging. The need to conserve the environment has never been greater and your 
continued support through your membership is valued at a time when there has had to 
be considerable re-organisation and cutbacks at national level. There will be a virtual 
Chairs’ meeting shortly to discuss how the interface between National and the branches 
can be managed most effectively in the future. 

I hope you enjoy this newsletter which focuses on members’ experiences during 
Lockdown and the key features of the 2020 season. As you know, I was due to retire 
from the committee at the AGM but felt that continuity was important during the course 
of this pandemic, so have continued to fulfil the role until such time as we can hold 
meetings and confirm and hand over to my successor. I would like to thank the members 
of the committee for their continued support. I hope we will all be able to meet up again 
in 2021. In the meantime, stay safe and keep butterflying! 

Douglas Goddard



 Film-making in 2020                                                           Judith Barnard

Into 2020 and lockdown, I had more time to 
play around with these skills and to monitor 
particular butterflies in our area more closely. 
Our short walks from home in April led us to 
the edge of an industrial estate where we 
discovered a colony of Orange-tips that we 
could watch on nearly a daily basis. Clumps 
of Honesty and Garlic Mustard lead to great 
videoing opportunities including courtship 
rituals (below).

Fortunately, the internet provides many 
platforms to display films and I created 
a new Twitter channel (@OnButterflies) 

as well as adding to my YouTube channel 
(butterflesonfilm). I have actually been creating 
videos since 2009, so lockdown gave me the 
opportunity to revisit these. One satisfying 
thing was that the video editing software that 
I now use (© Adobe Premiere Pro) enabled me 
to enhance and stabilise these historic videos 
and present them in a much more professional 
way.

My plan is to create a short 1-minute film of all 
the butterflies I come across. Having a goal like 
this focuses the mind and over the summer we 
have had the pleasure of discovering a number 
of new places, both in Northamptonshire (for 
the Clouded Yellow & Hairstreaks) but also 
further afield, including the Chilterns (Silver-
spotted Skipper and Adonis Blue) and Cannock 
Chase (Small Pearl-bordered Fritillary). Thanks 
to Alan Neale for enabling these visits to take 
place, doing prior research on the best times 
and places.

Some butterflies have proved difficult to see 
this year, let alone video, so our aims next 
year include the Purple Emperor and, if any 
lockdowns permit, the Northamptonshire 
Chequered Skipper!

Thanks to a Back from the Brink 
photography workshop last year at Fineshade 
Woods, I took my interest in videography to 
a new level. I began with producing a film 
on the Wood White (featuring the Woodland 
Wings officer Caz Temple) which I entered 
into the Back from the Brink film-making 
competition.

Photo Alan Neale                                  



 Lockdown Blues                                                             Douglas Goddard

Just as a new butterfly season was eagerly 
anticipated towards the end of March, the 
Coronavirus pandemic led to the imposition 
of strict Lockdown rules – stay at home, 
only go out for food shopping or collecting 
medication, do not make unnecessary car 
journeys, exercise once a day near home. After 
celebrating reaching my three score years 
and ten last November, I assumed a new title 
of ‘Grandad Vulnerable’. Butterflying as I had 
come to know it was not looking promising. 

 Adhering rigidly to these rules until mid-May, 
when we were directed to travel by car again 
for exercise, I took my daily walks to explore 
the local area which I had not done since 
my children were young thirty years ago. My 
temporary survey area comprised my local 
estate, Weston Favell village and Eastfield and 
Abington Parks, both around fifteen minutes’ 
walk away. Fortunately, we were to enjoy a 
very warm, sunny spring – was this the product 
of cleaner air with fewer cars around? 

My favourite butterfly is the Holly Blue and 
the above area has always been profitable 
for this species. In recent years, I have had 
good counts from Abington Park. This year, 

my maximum there was seven on 23rd 
April, well down on the 32 on 22nd April in 
2019, suggesting that the peak of the well-
documented population cycle has been 
passed. In Eastfield Park, numbers reached 
double figures on 20th April and remained 
close to that in regular visits to the end of 
April. 

Studying the habitat in Eastfield Park, I found 
the ideal conditions for Holly Blues. The 
northern edge of the park is lined by pine 
trees, their trunks embraced by vast quantities 
of ivy available for the second brood females 
to lay their eggs. The trees provide shelter for a 
hedge which contains holly bushes among the 
other shrubs. The walk between the park and 
Manfield Hospital to the Kettering Road is also 
lined with a profusion of holly and ivy.

Below and right: Eastfield Park

All Photos D. Goddard



Male Holly Blue holding territory

Above: Holly Blues nectar on a range flowers.

Below: Female Holly Blue looking at Holly flowers for egg-laying 
potential.

Most of the adult Holly Blues which I found 
were close to a small field maple growing 
a few yards from the hedgerow and they 
frequently settled in the canopy, possibly 
using it for roosting and holding territory. They 
also made good use for nectar of apple and 
cherry blossom which is also forms part of the 
hedgerow and males could be seen patrolling 
regularly along the line of this boundary.

There is also a good quantity of ivy on walls 
through Weston Favell village, especially 
around the church, and Holly Blues were often 
seen when I was walking to Abington Park. The 
cemetery across from the church has a south-
facing hedge separating it from gardens at the 
end of Weston Way, consisting wholly of holly 
with some ivy contained within it, as well as 
a large clump of ivy in the south-west corner. 
This is an excellent spot where several adults 
could be found during brief visits, with females 
observed egg-laying from 2nd May. Revisiting 
to look for larvae on 2nd June, I found them 
relatively easy to find. A second brood larva 
was discovered on ivy near the church on 30th 
August, but second brood adults were few this 
year. 

My ‘new’ local patch held numerous Speckled 
Woods and it was encouraging to find them 
still occupying the same spots where I had 

found them thirty years ago. Orange-tips also 
graced the lanes and small wooded areas 
around the parks and the estate. The hedgerow 
at Eastfield Park has much Garlic Mustard by it, 
reminding of its nickname ‘Jack by the Hedge’ 
and Orange-tip eggs could be found on this and 
on Honesty growing wild in the park. Webs of 
Small Tortoiseshells were easy to find on the 
nettle beds around the lake after a scarcity in 
recent years. The highlight of butterflying here 
came on 19th July when I spotted three Purple 
Hairstreaks in the large oaks in the centre of 
the park, a new site recorded for this species. 
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I had been to Northants before. I remember 
seeing Wood White and White Admiral in Salcey 
Forest many years ago. In 2016 I saw Black 
Hairstreak in its traditional location in Monks 
Wood, aided by a helpful chap who had annually 
staked out the same spot for 20 years, watching 
Blackthorn bushes grow from waist height to 20 
ft tall. Then in 2018 I joined the Purple Emperor 
hunters in Fermyn Wood, encountering the 
Fermyn Light Horse (using bikes as steeds) 
scouring the main rides, and vaulting numerous 
flowerpot-hatted characters corpsing across the 
track studying canine faeces with an alarming 
intensity. Is this what Northants people are like I 
wondered?

I needn’t have worried. Dave James’ superb 
summary of the 2018 season, and subsequent 
communications, proved that Northants BC 
contained some very friendly and intelligent 

people committed to supplying useful 
information and welcoming visitors to the area. 
However, the Spring lockdown forbad non-
essential travel, and whilst toying with the idea 
that chasing Wood Whites would undoubtedly 
help my mental health, I couldn’t imagine that 
would stand up in court as essential therapy. 
Then the restrictions were relaxed and it was all 
systems go for a trip down to Bucknell Wood.

The season started early and on the day of the 
vernal equinox (that just had to be a lucky day!) I 
set off to find some Wood Whites. Arriving early 
to avoid the traffic, I had a bit of a wait since 
they were not keen to rouse themselves, the 
lazy devils. About 10 am, I saw a white butterfly 
on the main ride, looking like a Small White. But 
No! On closer examination, although this one 
didn’t have very clear markings on the underside, 
and was rather large, it was definitely a Wood 
White, my first for two decades! Photography 
proved a bit tricky, requiring careful exposure 
to hold the white tones. Later, I did a more 
extensive exploration of the wood and saw 
many other Wood Whites near the sides of the 
tracks, more energetic than I had remembered 

 Bucknell Bonanza                                                                 Roger Cope

In Manchester, we have some great areas 
like the magnificent Silverdale peninsula, 
Whixall Moss, Prees Heath and Llandudno 
nearby, but some species just don’t venture 
this far North. Therefore a good solution 
is to look for southern hot-spots that are 
do-able in a day trip, ie within 3 hours drive 
away. Northants is well within this range, 
so in 2019, after the initial travel restrictions 
were lifted, I made a number of trips to 
Bucknell Wood, which according to the BC 
sightings pages was usually rich in woodland 
butterflies.

     Wood White                                   

Below: Bucknell Wood



but still a delight to see. In the central clearing 
I even observed the remarkable proboscis-
waggling/flicking courtship display, and egg-laying 
on Meadow Vetchling. At that time the wood 
was pretty muddy, but I could see plenty of 
honeysuckle and brambles around so, prospects 
looking good, I declared, in a McArthur-esque 
voice , “I will return!”. Luckily there was no-one 
around to witness.

When the forecast for 24th June was for 
a roasting hot day, I set off again at 4am, 
somewhat prematurely in the year perhaps for 
the main event, but enjoying easy motorway 
driving almost all the way and the dulcet tones of 
Vanessa Phelps as company. Like on many other 
occasions, I was right to arrive early, since at 
7.45am, there in the central clearing was a lovely 
White Admiral gliding around the brambles like 
a paper aeroplane. Venturing further towards the 
southern side of the wood, I spotted several nice 
sunlit bramble clumps along an overgrown track 
that I imagined would appeal to butterflies. These 
were already festooned with masses of Large 
Skippers, warming up in the early rays. In the 
quiet stillness of the early morning, I relaxed and 
looked around to savour the privilege of solitude 
in this magical place, then was startled to notice 
an immaculate male Silver-Washed Fritillary that 
had sneaked in behind me and gently settled to 
share a prime basking spot with a Large Skipper. 

The textures and deep russet colours of these 
impressive butterflies are truly amazing when 
freshly emerged. White Admirals in their smart 
dinner-suits started to arrive to warm up, and 
by 9am the whole area was a lepidopterist’s 
fantasy. Later I was fascinated to notice that 
several Silver-Washed Fritillaries had established 

territories along the track (now nicknamed “SWF 
alley”!), seeing-off passing rivals and returning to 
the same small tree each time.

I decided that I needed to explore further, since 
in my experience wandering around aimlessly off 
the beaten track is often serendipitous. Regaining 
the main ride, I turned left along it, heading west. 
The scene started to fall into a pattern; hot day, 
late June, Northants wood, baked mud path 
with puddles; subconsciously I started to look 
for those familiar shark-fins grounded on the 
pale brown track. Hold on a second! Yes, there 
was something, barely 20 yards ahead, sucking 
moisture from a puddle. I slowed up and crept a 
bit closer.  It was a lovely Emperor, happily taking 
a break from whatever it needed a break from, 
probably a bit bored since it was one of the first 
of the season. What a special moment; just the 
two of us chilling out in an unexpected encounter 
in this ancient wood. (cont.)
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Purple Emperor - a special moment!                                   

Silver-washed Fritillary and friend!                                 

Mating Silver-washed Fritillaries                               
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Wood Whites were still around, this time more 
like the ones from my memory, flapping in slow 
motion after the heat had built up, as if in an 
old flickering black-and-white movie. I did a final 
check of the brambles near the car park but it 
was now just too hot for anything to settle for 
very long. 

Further visits on 30th June and 07th July 
yielded a nice picture of a White Admiral, which 
miraculously settled on the brambles during a 
3 minute sunny period on a very dull day when 
the wood turned into Ringlet City Arizona and 
only a total idiot would try and locate any other 
butterflies! Later I found two White Admiral 
Larvae nearby, deep in the wood, after consulting 
Pete Eeles’ article about how to find them 
and their hibernacula. Female Silver Washed 
Fritillaries had now emerged and obligingly 
showed off their beautiful pale livery. Finally, a 
single immaculate Marbled White found its way 
into the wood, the first I had seen for donkeys’ 
years.

So what about 2021? It goes without saying 
that several return visits to the area are already 
planned, maybe starting with a trip to Bradlaugh 
Fields for Marbled Whites and then onto 
Salcey Forest to try and catch sight of a Black 
Hairstreak. Only 8 months to wait now! 

Many thanks particularly to Dave James for his 
advice and Doug Goddard and fellow Northants 
BC members for their very helpful sightings on 
Twitter.

Ringlets abundant in Bucknell 2020                               

White Admiral                                                    Photos Roger Cope                         
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A SMALL TORTOISESHELL 
EXPLOSION

On 9th August, I headed for Sywell Country 
Park. My starting point was the butterfly 
garden where I carried out a Big Butterfly 
Count, in which I was pleased to record nine 
Small Tortoiseshells among other species. 
Setting off for a walk round the reservoir, 
nothing was to prepare me for what was 
to come. All round the perimeter, thistles 
were in flower and it soon became apparent 
that there had been a huge emergence of 
this species. There they were in groups of 
four, five and six nectaring on the clumps of 
thistles and I counted them all the way round, 
reaching a huge total of a further hundred 
and thirty. Two days later, I recorded twenty-
five on an area of thistles near Weston Favell 
lock and thirty-six more nectaring on water 
mint alongside the River Nene by Clifford Hill 
Gravel Pits. I do not remember such numbers 
as I saw at Sywell anywhere before, even in 
the days when the butterfly was extremely 
common. A week later there were hardly 
any to be seen – presumably, they had 
disappeared into hibernation. I gather that 
further south in England they were in short 
supply this year. Is this an indication of climate 
change driving them further north or were 
numbers here supplemented by immigration? 
Whatever the reason(s) this was quite a 
spectacle to be enjoyed.

WHITE ADMIRAL LARVA

One of the great attractions of an interest 
in natural history is that there is always 
something new to strive to discover. The 
early stages of most butterflies are difficult 
to find, but each year I manage to unearth a 
new one for me. After the exceptional 2018 
season, last year I found Black Hairstreak 
and Orange-tip pupae in the wild (see 
last newsletter) and in the autumn made 
successful efforts to find pre-hibernating 
White Admiral larvae in Salcey Forest. 
These I think are the most attractive of 
butterfly larvae when fully grown in the 
spring and I had always wanted to see 
one. On 29th May, I searched sprays of 
honeysuckle in the area I had surveyed 
prior to the winter. To my delight, I found a 
fourth instar larva, green and brown with 
prominent spikes. It was in a very shady 
spot among the honeysuckle leaves and 
difficult to photograph. On a further visit 
on 9th June I found it again in the same 
spot, now in its fifth instar, and I was able 
to improve on my photographs, using 
flash to show its feeding position on the 
honeysuckle. I returned a week later and 
searched thoroughly for the pupa but was 
not able to find it. That will have to be a 
project for a future year!

Douglas Goddard
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 A Record Wood White Second Brood                           Douglas Goddard

I remember discussing the occurrence of 
second brood of the Wood White with Stephen 
Jeffcoate and the surprise he expressed when 
I explained that this was a rarity in Northants 
and only featured a few butterflies after an early 
emergence and a warm summer, though it was 
a regular occurrence in southern England. Many 
butterfly enthusiasts tick it off on their species 
list in the spring and do not look for it later in the 
year. Over the past decade the Wood White has 
become double-brooded on an annual basis in 
the county and I have been fascinated on how 
this has developed. 

It is difficult sometimes to determine when the 
first brood ends and the second begins. First 

brood adults can hang on well into July, though 
close inspection shows the scales becoming 
worn and they have a tired look. Usually around 
the end of the third week of July the second 
brood begins and lasts a much shorter period 
than the first, being over by mid-August. Males 
are particularly distinctive, being smaller in 
size and having a much blacker marking on 
the apex of the wing. Care has to be taken in 
distinguishing them from Green-veined Whites 
which can also be very small in the later broods. 

I found my first second brood Wood Whites this 
year in Bucknell Wood on 21st July, when four 
were seen on the wing. Further counts of 2 in 
Salcey Forest (28th), 6 in Hazelborough south 
(29th) were quite low as would be normally 

Owing to Lockdown, I was not able to survey 
and record Wood Whites fully this spring. 
This species has enjoyed more conservation 
work than any other in Northants over the last 
decade. I have been privileged to be involved 
in recording the main sites for it to create a 
National Sites Dossier in 2010 with the late 
Dr Stephen Jeffcoate, followed by the Wood 
White Recovery Programme spearheaded 
by Sharon Hearle and more recently the 
Woodland Wings project led by Caz Temple.

Doug with the late Dr Stephen Jeffecote
 in Salcey Forest 2009
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expected. Visits to the private Yardley Chase with 
Bob Bullock, however, saw an increase on usual 
numbers. On 30th July, 8 were seen in Sane 
Copse and 10 in Ravenstone Road Copse, and 
on 6th August 13 in Olney Lane End. Previously, 
yields from these sites have always been low 
and these constitute new site record numbers. 

Lockdown may have had a positive effect here. 
Normally large numbers of pheasants are reared 
for shooting in these sections, but this was 
suspended this year and no gamekeepers were 
employed. This may have led to a reduction in 
predation of the early stages. Also, in previous 
years access by the conservation group for 
monitoring during the fight period has been 
limited by the gamekeepers, looking to protect 

the young pheasants from disturbance at crucial 
times. The unusual circumstances may well 
have benefitted the colony in Hazelborough 
Forest south too. Helen Westlake, our transect 
recorder there, counted ten on 11th August, 
which is above the norm. Several of the margins 
of the main track are cut back in early July each 
year to accommodate Silverstone traffic leaving 
the Grand Prix, but this did not happen in 2020, 
allowing the vegetation to flourish and the early 
stages to develop. 

I was not able to visit the Yardley Chase MOD 
site in suitable weather during the second brood 
flight period and am indebted to Jeff Blincow 
and Bob Gill who counted 32 second brood 
Wood Whites there on 7th August, by far the 
best site count ever in Northants. My previous 
best was 21 in Sywell Wood on 25th July 2014 
during a warm summer when the colony there 
was at its peak. All bodes well for this dainty and 
threatened species at present. 

Sywell Wood remains a stronghold for the Wood White                              



 Back from the Brink update                                       Susannah O’Riordan

It goes without saying that this hasn’t 
been quite the year any of us were 
anticipating and has been a very 
difficult one for many. Whilst 
the situation has brought some 
challenges to delivering the project, 
it has also provided some new 
opportunities, particularly in the way 
we engage with people, which have been 
very positive.  
From March through to the middle of May we 
were, like most people, confined to working from 
home.  This meant missing the start of the key 
survey season for butterflies as well as having 
to halt surveys for other species including adder.  
We also had to cancel all our face-to-face events 
and training workshops, which was disappointing 
as Liz had planned a great variety of interesting 
sessions over the spring and summer.  With the 
virus in its first peak across Europe, another big 
impact was that we were unable to travel to 
Belgium and so could not carry out the planned 
third reintroduction of Chequered Skipper in May.
But, fear not.  This is not an article of doom 
and gloom!  As May approached and lockdown 
started to ease, we looked forward to the 
possibility of getting to work outside again – with 
our first priority being to survey for Chequered 
Skipper.  As soon as we got the go ahead in mid-
May and had our necessary risk assessments 
and protocols in place, we got together a small 
team of surveyors – just in the nick of time, as 
our first sighting came on May 15th (compared 
to May 19th last year). It was incredibly exciting 
to be out and about again, and a relief to see 
Chequered Skipper emerging in England for a 
second year.  Over the next couple of weeks, we 
continued to have a good number of sightings 
which was very encouraging,  and whilst we 
recorded fewer adults than last year, it is very 
difficult to make a direct comparison as normally 
we would have started surveying much earlier.  
With the mild spring it is also quite likely that 
Chequered Skipper emerged whilst we were 
still in lockdown.  They were reported being on 
the wing much earlier than normal in Belgium 
and Holland, with first sightings at the end of 
April!  Despite the shortened survey period, 
and the reliance on far fewer volunteers, we 

amazingly completed more hours of 
surveying than in 2019, with over 280 
hours of survey effort.  An incredible 
achievement.  A massive thank you 
to all those involved, particularly 
Andy Wyldes & Dave James who 
racked up 66 hours between them, as 

well as Jamie Wildman (doing his PhD) 
who was on site all day, nearly every day, 

throughout the flight period.    

Another highlight this year was a bumper 
count of Wood White at Geddington Chase. In 
previous years we have seen about 11 or 12 
in a survey, but this year we saw 54!  Great to 
see them doing so well, hopefully responding 
to the rotational ride management recently 
put in place by Boughton Estate under their 
Countryside Stewardship agreement.   With 
such a good number at Geddington we were 
keen to check out other potential nearby sites 
and were rewarded with new records in Fermyn 
Wood & Harry’s Park as well.  With the habitat 
in these woods becoming more suitable due to 
management over recent years, we are hopeful 
that Wood White will establish new colonies in 
some of these areas over the next few years. 
We also had good news for several other 
species.  A new site for White Admiral (a private 
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A pristine female Chequered Skipper 2020         Photo Andy Wyldes
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woodland with limited access), which was also 
an amazing site for Red Admiral.  I counted 69 
whilst I was there on a very cool, dull day.  We 
found another couple of sites for my favourite 
moth, the tiny Liquorice Piercer.  This was 
particularly rewarding as one of the new sites 
was an area at Fineshade that I have checked 
every year for 3 years without success – until this 
year, so perseverance definitely paid off.  

In Roots of Rockingham we have also been 
focusing on a number of other threatened 
species.  Our surveys of several Brown Long-
eared bat roost sites weren’t able to take place 
this year, but we did manage to collect an 
incredible amount of bat data through transects 
and static bat recorders.  This has all been 
passed on to Sonia at Bat Conservation Trust 
who will be analysing this for us over the winter, 
and hopefully will lead to more records for 
Barbastelle across our key woodlands.  Whilst 
adder surveys had to cease during lockdown, 
records throughout the rest of the year indicate 
continued presence in good numbers, although 
in a very restricted area.  Our super adder 
spotter, Kevin Clarke, captured this incredible 
image of a new-born adder – with added scale of 
a fly nearby.  So tiny!

 This autumn has been very busy with habitat 
management, catching up on a lot of work 
that was postponed last winter due to very 
wet ground conditions.  We’ve completed 
a significant amount of ride-widening and 
mulching across 7 of our project woodlands, 
opening up additional habitat and making future 
management of these areas with rotational 
mowing a great deal easier.   At Fineshade we 
have recently created 2 hectares of open space 
in the northern half of the wood, using the cut 
material to make windrows.  These clearings are 
primarily for adder, though should also benefit 
many invertebrates and provide additional 
foraging habitat for bats & birds.  The windrows 
have been created to provide lots of shelter and 
sunny basking spots favoured by reptiles, as well 
as areas for hibernation.  We have also carried 
out some improvements to the bomb shelters 
at Bedford Purlieus to create additional roosting 
habitat for bats and are working with Boughton 
Estate to do similar improvements in bomb 
shelters on their sites. Bare ground scrapes have 
been completed at Bedford Purlieus, Stonepit 
Quarry & Ring Haw in a bid to boost populations 
of Basil Thyme & Fly Orchid, whilst also providing 
additional habitat favoured by Dingy & Grizzled 
Skipper.  There are also plans in place to do some 
additional scrapes at Fermyn Woods Country 
Park for Dingy and Grizzled Skipper, following 
on from the success of last year’s work.  We 
had been all set to get cracking with our habitat 
management work parties this winter, but these 
have been temporarily put on hold again during 
this second lockdown.  

Liquorice Piercer.                                  Photo Susannah O’Riordan

Baby Adder and fly!                                           Photo Kevin Clarke

Bedford Purlieus bomb shelter and bat roosting site. Before (left) 
and after alterations. Photos: Susannah O’Riordan
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A big change for us over the last few months 
has been moving to some online delivery of 
training and events, which Liz has done a great 
job of getting to grips with and arranging.  We 
have run workshops on Identifying & Surveying 
Amphibians, an Introduction to Bats, and Bat Call 
Analysis, and there have been online talks on the 
Chequered Skipper reintroduction, and Adders 
in Rockingham Forest (delivered by John Baker 
from Amphibian & Reptile Conservation) – both 
of which are now available online on YouTube.  
Doug Goddard also gave a fantastic online talk 
about Butterflies in Northamptonshire, which 
proved very popular. Our most recent event was 
a lovely workshop making ‘Autumn Woodland 
Miniatures’ led by artist Kathryn Parsons.  Whilst 
initially this was meant to have been a pottery 
workshop, moving online meant adapting to 
using a different material (FIMO), but the results 
were still fantastic, and people produced some 
beautiful work.  Feedback from this event was 
overwhelmingly positive and we are now looking 
to persuade Kathryn to run more workshops for 
us over the next few months.  

 

An unexpected bonus of running training 
sessions and talks over Zoom is that this has 
enabled us to reach a much wider audience than 
previously, both across the UK and even a few 
from further afield.  Another huge benefit of this 
way of delivery is that it has allowed people who 
might not be able to come along to a physical 
event, an opportunity to attend and get involved.   
Liz is continuing to organise a variety of virtual 
events so please keep an eye on the website or 
our social media pages for updates on what is 
coming up.
Liz & I really want to say a huge thank you to 
everyone that has supported us with all our 
events, survey work and habitat management 
throughout the project so far.  We really could 
not have done this without you.  We’re going to 
be looking ahead to how we can maintain some 
of the butterfly survey work after the project, 
including transects on key sites and continuation 
of Chequered Skipper surveying, and plan 
on delivering some training for this next year.  
Please keep an eye out on our events page for 
updates on this and get in touch if you would be 
interested in getting involved.
We would like to sign off with another bit of good 
news.  Due to the Covid-19 situation impacting 
our work during 2020, Back from the Brink has 
been approved to be extended for a final year of 
activity in 2021, and the Roots of Rockingham 
project will now be running until the end of July 
2021, so we’ll be around for a bit longer.  This will 
allow us to pick up some of the key survey work 
that we missed out on this year as well as carry 
out another Chequered Skipper reintroduction 
(fingers crossed)!

‘Autumn Woodland Miniatures’ 
Top pic: Debbie Hicks, Stokehill Farm
Bottom pic: Fiona Sunners, ARC

Head on Chequered Skipper female
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When we moved into a new build property four 
years ago, we were excited but quite daunted 
at the prospect of creating a butterfly garden 
from a blank canvas to work with.  We received 
a moving in gift of a cherry tree and planted that, 
but it stood alone until we could decide what 
to do next.  Amusingly we had the appearance 
of a single brassica which on close inspection 
as found to be home to several Small white 
caterpillars.  Unfortunately, all of the caterpillars 
were parasitised which was not pleasant to 
witness.

Clearly needing guidance on design ideas we 
reached out to a wildlife garden specialist who 
came out pretty quickly but we were made to 
wait months for a quote.  Upon its arrival the 
ridiculous price tag put us off, so it was down 
to us to get it started.  Firstly, we decided to 
just let the lawn to grow to see what flowers 
would appear and surprisingly it did not take 
long and with no effort!  Butterflies, bees and 
other insects were soon attracted by the various 
wildflowers, including common vetch, black 
medick, red clover, forget me not, red and white 
campion all naturally coming out of the earth. This 
quickly attracted a small breeding population of 
Common Blues.

Earlier on in the season, whilst out walking 
along a local lane; we noticed that a large patch 
of Garlic Mustard was about to be mown. We 
took the decision to remove a few plants that 

  A New Butterfly Garden                                               Jon & Kirsty Philpot

Small White caterpillar eating egg case

Male Common Blue                             All pics Jon & Kirsty Philpot

Below: Mini meadow (first summer)

Common blue egg

Common blue caterpillar and classic feeding damage to the leaf
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had Orange Tip eggs already on them. We kept 
these plants in netted enclosures to protect the 
larvae from being parasitised and it was a joy 
to observe the different life cycle stages. We 
eventually released six specimens, five males 
and one female.

Another welcome surprise was the discovery of 
a mystery pupa found attached to our recycling 
bin.  We requested the help of County Recorder 
David James who both successfully identified it 
as a Painted Lady and carefully removed it from 
the bin. It only took a matter of days before it 
emerged in the safety of a small aquarium.  We 
managed to take a couple of photographs before 
it departed.

Next, we dug out a corner of lawn and sprinkled 
some wildflower seeds which brought up a nice 
selection of tasty nectar sources and continues 
to do so.  In the front garden we planted a row 
of verbena, some yellow scabious, marjoram 
and a variety of English and French lavender.  We 
managed to attract 17 species of butterfly that 
year, they especially loved our unkempt lawn 
and the verbena in the front was hugely popular.  
During the winter, we decided to remove some 
patches of lawn for them to become mini 
meadows.   We removed the top layer of turf and 
sprinkled some wildflower seeds in the Spring 
and when it started to bloom, it attracted many 
different types of insect visitors.  

 We knew that the Brimstone butterfly uses 
Buckthorn to lay their eggs on, so we decided 
to simply plant a row along the back fence.  We 
planted Common and Alder Buckthorn and it 

Orange-tip female

Freshly emerged Painted Lady

The Painted Lady pupa

Orange-tip pupa
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was only a matter of months before fresh leaves 
were sprouting.  Weeks later we were excitedly 
witnessing our first sightings of Brimstones 
laying their eggs in our garden.  We eventually 
managed to count a total of 27 caterpillars 
however, we suspect that these were all 
predated by a very hungry Great Tit.  

We also had some Ivy spreading under the fence 
from our neighbour so decided to try and train it 
up the fence in order to successfully encourage 
the Holly Blue butterfly.  Additionally we planted 
another of their favourites, a little row of Holly 
along our fence on the left-hand side.  We had 
been collecting several types of butterfly bush, 
the buddleia and during lockdown we planted 
them along the fence to the right.  We also put 
in some Sedum which the bees especially loved.  
We still have a way to go and always learning 
new things.  It is interesting to discover which 
plants butterflies like to lay their eggs on and 
now feel that it is more important to provide food 
sources for the larvae, than nectar for the adult.  
Late in the season we observed a Small Copper 
prospect amongst a scattered batch of Sorrel but 
we never managed to locate an egg.
 
This autumn we are planning on planting more 
food plants like bird’s foot trefoil to boost our 
wonderful Common Blue population.  Our garden 
will not win any awards for design, but the 
insects are happy with it and so are we!

Brimstone
Brown Argus
Comma
Common Blue
Essex Skipper
Gatekeeper
Green-veined White
Holly Blue
Large White
Meadow Brown

Orange Tip
Painted Lady
Peacock
Red Admiral
Ringlet
Small Tortoiseshell
Small White
Small Copper
Small Skipper

Garden List to date:

Egglaying Brimstone on the new Buckthorn plant

Bottle shaped Brimstone egg

Brimstone caterpillar feeds from the mid-rib of the leaf
Below: Garden prepared for the wild flower seeds
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  Chequered Skipper Research 2020                                  Jamie Wildman                          

Overall, research on the chequered skipper 
has progressed at a healthy click, despite 
the derailments caused to the Back from 
the Brink reintroduction project in the wake 
of the coronavirus pandemic. That isn’t to 
say I personally got off scot-free this year, 
the second of my degree, however, as my 
University of Northampton supervision 
team was to go undergo major 
restructuring. In later summer it became 
clear that the futures of my primary 
supervisor, Prof Jeff Ollerton, and 
Director of Studies, Dr Duncan McCollin 
were uncertain. Additionally, Dr Tom Brereton, 
now ex-Associate Director of Monitoring and 
Research at Butterfly Conservation, was about 
to leave the organisation -- and therefore his 
vacate his position as my external supervisor -- 
at the end of August. At one point I wondered 
if I would need to transfer to another 
university to complete my PhD. Soon after 
this uncertainty arose, I lost my grandfather, 
Pete Wildman. These things combined to 
have a destabilising effect on me and led to 
my research temporarily grinding to a halt. I 
felt terribly guilty about this, but found some 
solace in a tale I was told at the start of my 
degree – that of ‘second year blues’, where 
researchers lose motivation and momentum 
during the second year of their degree. 

I had written second year blues off as a 
myth – or at least, a phenomenon I wasn’t 
vulnerable to given my undying enthusiasm 
for this project and how fortunate I feel I 
am to be part of a research collaboration 
between the University of Northampton and 
Butterfly Conservation. But I was caught 
off-guard by factors outside of my control 
(and tangential to my research) that I wasn’t 
prepared for. The pressure of this upheaval 
crept up on me without me being conscious 
of it, and my mental health consequently 
suffered. My second year blues came from an 
unconventional source and only incidentally 
coincided with the second year of my degree, 
but nonetheless had the same effect on my 
progress. Fortunately, I know from experience 

that stepping back to recharge and affording 
myself a period of repose and reorganisation 
is essential to me returning to full strength. 
And that is exactly what I did. Meanwhile, 
uncertainty surrounding the University of 
Northampton and the future of my supervision 

team gradually became clearer. 
Stability returned soon afterward, and 
a supervision meeting which included 

my new external supervisor, Dr Nigel 
Bourn – Director of Conservation Science 

and Policy at Butterfly Conservation – was 
the key to me kicking back into gear (and 
arguably me now working harder than I have 
done at any point in the previous two years). 

This little dark age reminded me that one of 
my weaknesses is a lack of engagement with 
my supervisors. If I’m not obligated to confer 
with them, I tend to keep to myself. This 
approach suits me when my motivation is high 
as I work well independently, but not when 
I’m destabilised and distracted like I was in 
late summer. Change has occurred elsewhere 
in my life, too – I have sought to improve 
focus on my research by stepping down from 
a number of extracurricular responsibilities 
locally, such as standing for the Green Party 
in the Brambleside ward of Kettering in the 
upcoming Unitary Authority elections, handing 
over planning of Kettering Eco Group events 
to other members of the team, and limiting 
involvement in the Save Weekley Hall Wood 
campaign to that of an ecological consultant. 
I have even revamped my workspace and 
purchased new PC equipment to make 
researching from home a more pleasant and 
productive experience. Many difficult decisions 
have been made and tough conservations 
had with friends and colleagues this year, but 
they are ones that I believe will ultimately 
benefit the chequered skipper butterfly and 
its prospects of long-term reestablishment in 
Rockingham Forest.

Speaking of the chequered skipper, adult 
monitoring at the release site this summer 
was undermined by site access restrictions, 
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however our small team of a half-dozen 
volunteers put in extraordinary shifts and 
generated more total ‘effort’ (time spent 
monitoring the rides) than in 2019. Most of 
this year’s outcomes are confidential as BC is 
busy developing a mitigation plan for 2020 in 
the wake of COVID-19, but I’m delighted to say 
the reintroduction has so far been a success. 
From a researcher’s perspective, I personally 
ask you to continue to be patient and avoid the 
site(s) until BC and its delivery partners begin 
to actively encourage members of the public 
to visit. I believe the butterfly and its habitat 
should be disturbed as little as possible whilst 
the project is still in a critical phase. 

Recently, I have been collecting pre-1976 
English chequered skipper records and creating 
a database from them, building on the work of 
previous PhD researcher, Dr John Moore, who 
studied the failed Lincolnshire reintroduction 
in the late 1990s. Data has flooded in from the 
Natural History Museum, London, University of 
Cambridge, University of Lancaster, and over 
30 other sources, including members of the 
public holding private collections, and even the 
Northamptonshire Natural History Society in 
Northampton, which I visited earlier this month 
in order to transcribe label data attached to 12 
of its chequered skippers. I am in the middle 
of collating data and transcribing labels from 
the hundreds of images I have been sent, but I 
estimate I have around 2500 records so far. 

I will ultimately use this data to create new 
maps to better understand how the chequered 
skipper was distributed across England and 
how it declined through the decades. 

But I am not just transcribing data from the 
images I receive – I am also carrying out 
something called geometric morphometric 
analysis, whereby I digitally ‘landmark’ points on 
the wings and thorax of each pinned specimen 
to determine whether morphological variation 
existed between chequered skippers from 
different sites. For example, if the wing to body 
ratio of chequered skippers belonging to one 
colony was larger than those from another, this 
could tell us about their mobility, how resistant 
they may have been to habitat fragmentation, 
how capable they were at finding mates and 
suitable habitat to lay eggs in – and potentially, 
whether this trait had any impact on how long 
the colony survived for. There is plenty more to 
come, so watch this space!

Lastly, a huge thanks to Butterfly Conservation, 
Beds & Northants and Cambs & Essex BC, 
and the University of Northampton for their 
continued support, without whom my research 
would not be possible. I hope everyone keeps 
safe and well, and hopefully bump into some of 
you in the New Year.

If you, or any societies or collectors 
you know, have any pinned 
chequered skipper specimens with 
labels or records of the English 
butterfly that you think may not 
be registered on any databases, 
please message me on Twitter 
(@jpwildman) or get in contact with 
the branch who will reach out to 
me or supply you with a contact 
email address.

Left: Pinned specimens of pre 1976 Chequered Skippers 
with data labels     Photo J Mitchell



  A Wildlife Garden in an Unusual Year              Judy & Terry Wood
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Our excursions out and about have, as for so 
many, been somewhat curtailed this year and 
we are more than fortunate in having a large 
garden to keep us occupied and interested. 
Wildlife in its many forms has always been 
one of our abiding passions and our organic 
garden in Polebrook, North Northamptonshire, 
has been developed over our time here with 
nature in mind. The garden faces south and 
within about a third of an acre (0.12 hectare) 
we have created a varied habitat including 3 
small ponds, herbaceous borders, lawn, wildlife 
hedges, shrubberies, a mini orchard and several 
wildflower areas. We incorporate log and brash 
piles wherever appropriate in the orchard and 
wild areas.  The garden also benefits from large 
established trees including Plum, Cedar, Ash, 
Hawthorn and Silver Birch.  We incorporate 
native plants in borders and these look good 
while adding an extra dimension as food for 

wildlife - examples include the architectural 
Common Valerian, Figwort, Foxglove, Common 
Ragwort, Common Toadflax, Hedge Garlic, Red 
Campion, Perforate St John’s Wort, Woodruff, 
Agrimony and even Pedunculate Oak.  We have 
two of the latter, one of which is over 30 years 
old yet is less than 2 metres high – pruned 
twice a year they have become mushroom 
shaped giant bonsais which support a myriad of 
wildlife including Marble Gall Wasp, Silk Button 
Gall Wasp, 22 Spot Ladybird and this year for 
the first time Buff Tip moth caterpillars and 
their associated Ichneumon Wasp.  The hedges, 
trees and shrubs create sheltered warm areas 
within the garden and these are magnets for 
most of the invertebrates including, of course, 
butterflies. 

Our first butterfly sighting of the year occurred 
on the 5th January when a Small Tortoiseshell 
awoke from its hibernation behind the 
wardrobe. We grow nettles especially for 
Small Tortoiseshell and their allies but rather 
puzzlingly they have not bred for some years. 
In 2021 we will take Andy Wyldes’ advice and 
give the nettles a cut back in late spring to 
encourage new growth. Peacock and Comma 
were the next species seen and Peacocks had 
a good year with 187 so far but Commas were 
down in number although we did have some 
fine examples of the Hutchinsonii form. One of several wild flower areas
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 One of our favourite butterflies and always 
a pleasure to see are the Orange Tips which 
were next to appear during the 1st week of 
April. These and the other four “usual Whites” 
– Small, Green-veined, Large and Brimstone - 
all breed in the garden and, with the exception 
of Brimstones, make use of our plentiful Hedge 
Garlic, Honesty and Sweet Rocket. They have 
a good degree of success which is surprising 
as we have a large number of birds nesting 
including Blackbirds, Wren, up to 3 pairs of 
Robin, Dunnock, Gt Tit, Blue Tit, Goldcrest 
and Blackcap. Brimstones, which breed on 
Alder Buckthorn especially planted for them, 
laid many eggs this year over quite a long 
period which successfully hatched. It can be a 
challenge to monitor the caterpillars’ progress 
as they are so well camouflaged and some 
are above head height but we have discovered 
that looking from underneath with the light 
above reveals their shadow. In previous years 
they have done very well and pupated in 
the adjacent wildlife hedge but this year the 
caterpillars disappeared before reaching full 
size so next year we are going to try sleeving 
some branches to protect them. 

Our records for butterflies are entered on 
the Butterfly Conservation “Garden Butterfly 
Survey” and this year (at the time of writing) 
our total number of records is 1,048 which is 
up 25% on 2018 and 2019 and this probably 
reflects the extra time spent at home and the 
frequent walks around the garden! 

With Painted Lady absent after last year’s 
abundance the total number of species 
observed in the garden this year was 25 
whereas in the past 2 years we have seen 
26. The total number of species rose rapidly 

from 18 in 2016 and this coincided with nearby 
meadow creation and the local farmer creating 
wildflower headlands. We are also not far from 
Ashton Wold and its meadows and woodland. 
Recent arrivals have included Essex Skipper, 
Brown Argus, White–letter Hairstreak, Small 
Heath, Marbled White and Purple Hairstreak. 
Not surprisingly these occur in low numbers; 
e.g. between 1 and 7 Essex Skipper and c.2 
Brown Argus in the past couple of years. 
Purple Hairstreaks have recently reduced in 
occurrence from 25 in 2018 and 4 in 2019 
to only 1 this year.  We suspect they were 
breeding in a small Oak in our neighbour’s 
garden and for some reason, perhaps predation 
or weather conditions, the population has 
declined. Numbers of the delightfully elegant 
and most welcome Marbled White are 
increasing with 6 sightings this year reflecting 
their spread nationwide

On the 24th June it was a pleasure to watch 
4 White–letter Hairstreaks on the edge of the 
orchard tussling and spiralling up together and 
returning to their favourite perches. There are 
Elms on the edge of the village but we haven’t 
managed to find the breeding colony yet. 
Small and Large Skippers also visit with the 
latter maintaining numbers around the 20 mark 
whereas Small Skippers were scarce this year 
with only 2 seen compared to 12 in 2019 and 
22 in 2018 – maybe our garden is getting a little 
too enclosed for them? The conditions certainly 
appear to suit some of the “Browns” with 
good numbers of Speckled Wood (69), Meadow 
Brown (274), Ringlet (99) and Gatekeeper 
(187). With their multiple generations Speckled 
Wood first appeared on the 5th April which 
we believe was earliest in Northants this year 
and were last observed on the 5th September. 
Common Blue numbers were down this year 

Mating Brimstones.                                      All Photos J&T Wood

Essex Skipper 
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with only 4 compared with 14 last year and 22 
the year before but this probably reflects lower 
numbers generally this year. Holly Blues are 
always lovely to see with their powder blue 
colouration and with 41 sightings the numbers 
were reasonable and we were pleased to 
observe a female laying eggs on one of our 
Holly bushes. We have masses of their other 
main food plant Ivy which we grow as ground, 
wall and tree cover as it is such a great plant 
for late pollinators, provides protection and 
nest sites along with berries for birds in the 
critical late winter period. Another of our 
favourites, Small Copper, was seen 4 times - 
an improvement on last year’s single sighting. 
The aberration caeruleopunctata (with the row 
of small blue dots inside the hindwing marginal 
band) occurs quite often.

The garden butterfly highlight of 2020 was 
once again breeding Silver-washed Fritillaries. 
They first appeared in our garden in 2013 
having recently colonised the nearby woodland 
and they have visited ever since with around 
a dozen spotted each year over the flight 
period. We already had Sweet (Viola odorata) 
and Dog Violets (Viola riviniana) growing in the 
garden and from 2016 we have been actively 
propagating and spreading them around the 
garden in suitable areas. We were amazed and 
delighted when we observed a Silver-washed 
Fritillary laying eggs near one of the patches 
of violets in 2018. The female was so intent 
on laying that she even mistook our trousers 
for tree trunks and laid 2 eggs which had to be 
carefully relocated! They bred again in 2019 and 
this year we estimate over 50 eggs were laid 
in various spots around the garden including 
mossy patches and surprisingly a small conifer 
on the rock bank has proved to be the favourite 
place with at least 20 eggs!.  Despite searches 

previously we have never found a caterpillar – 
they are supposed to spend time sunbathing 
-  but this year success, when we disturbed 
a 4th instar on the 15th May - very gratifying 
when a plan comes together. A couple of years 
ago that most elegant and, when in flight, 
almost tropical looking butterfly the White 
Admiral appeared all too briefly in the garden 
with 1 in 2017 and 2 in 2018. With a plentiful 
supply of honeysuckle in the garden maybe 
they will breed one day. We can hope……  As 
usual, Red Admiral was the last butterfly to be 
seen this year (at the time of writing) with one 
present on the 30th October.

As yet we do not have a moth trap but we 
do record sightings of moths seen during the 
daytime and those attracted to the windows or 
indoors after dark. The former include Cinnabar 
which breeds on the Ragwort we propagate 
each year. Sometimes we get so many that we 
have to carefully move the caterpillars from 
one plant to another to provide enough food. 
We find it rather strange that their favourite 
parts of the plant are the flowers and buds 
which, when eaten, prevents the plant from 
seeding leading to a potential scarcity of food 
the next season - rather self-defeating… Mint 
moths, another daytime flyer, were frequently 
seen in 2020 and enjoyed our patches of 
Marjoram and 6-spot Burnets appeared in quite 
good numbers for the first time.   

Small Copper ab. caeruleopunctata

Silver-washed Fritillary egglaying on tree trunk moss

Basking Silver-washed Fritillary caterpillar
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An interesting moth seen again this year which 
breeds in our ponds is the Brown China-mark. 
It is unusual in that, like the rest of the China-
mark group, the caterpillars are aquatic and 
feed on pond weed.
 
Ruby Tiger moths were seen for the 1st time 
this year as were Lime Hawkmoths - found 
as a very vulnerable mating pair on the lawn 
and moved carefully to cover. A lovely surprise 
was discovering colourful Toadflax Brocade 

caterpillars (above) feeding on Common 
Toadflax and Purple Toadflax – these are recent 
colonists to SE England and until recently 
were rare in Northants but they are spreading 
northwards. We also saw an adult Elephant 
Hawkmoth moth for the 1st time when it came 
indoors attracted to light although we have 
found caterpillars in previous years feeding 
on Fuchsia and Great Willowherb. We grow a 
patch of the latter near the orchard especially 
for them and this year we discovered another 
of the large, spectacular caterpillars on the 
plants. On the subject of Hawkmoths it has 
been an amazing year for Humming-bird 
Hawkmoths appearing an unprecedented 
number of times. Their favourite food plant, 
a Phlox paniculata just outside the kitchen 
window, gives us excellent views of their aerial 
acrobatics. They are always a thrill to see and 
the 1st appearance was on April 21st and the 
frequency of visits increased until during June 
to August we were fortunate enough to have 

multiple visits most days. During September 
the number dropped to 9 sightings with the 
last seen on the 10th October. We provide 
food plants for their larvae with both Lady’s 
and Hedge Bedstraw but have not found a 
caterpillar so far.
Sources of nectar and pollen are essential to 
attract Lepidoptera and other insects to the 
garden and the ones we have found to be most 
popular include Buddleia Davidii, Buddleia 
weyeriana, Verbena bonariensis, Knautia 
macedonica, Erysimum “Bowles Mauve”, Phlox 
paniculata, Hylotelephium (Sedum) spectabile, 
Rudbeckia deamii, Eryngium planum, Golden 
Rod (Solidago), Symphyotrichum (Aster) 
novae-angliae (various cultivars),  Red Valerian 
(Centranthus Ruber) and, if you have room, the 
native Hemp Agrimony.

In recent years our interest in wildlife has 
widened and as avid recorders we monitor an 
ever increasing number of species and during 
this pandemic year the extra time in the garden 
has revealed a great deal more than perhaps 
we would have observed in a “normal year”. 
Along with several new moths there have been 
new species of bees, wasps, beetles, sawflies, 
hoverflies and many others to discover. 
Gardening for wildlife is always rewarding 
providing, as it does, space, homes and food 
for nature and an endless source of fascination 
for the observer.

Humming-bird Hawkmoth

Brown China-mark

Buff-tip caterpillars, new to the garden this year



Salcey Forest North and South Transects                    Tim Smith
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During  one of the Woodland Wings work 
parties at Salcey forest last winter, it was 
mentioned by Caz Temple that Salcey Forest 
hadn’t got a Transect Walker for either of 
squares allocated, Salcey Forest North 
(SP809519), or the South side (SP 805505). 
I eagerly offered my services to do both of 
them, which was accepted. Early in the new 
year myself, Doug Goddard and Caz Temple 
walked both of the Squares so that I could be 
sure of the routes. Each  Kilometre square is 
split into 10 sections which were noted. I 
eagerly awaited for the start date in 
March but as we all know it didn’t 
happen this year because of the 
lockdown restrictions. This meant 
unfortunately that I couldn’t start 
my first Transects until Tuesday 
19th of May. Looking back at 

my records for the day, there were not many 
butterflies around despite the warm sunny 
weather. However, I did record 5 Wood White 
butterflies on the Salcey North Transect, which 
was a very welcome sight. I also recorded 
a small number of 2nd brood Wood Whites 
towards the end of July and the beginning 
of August. I have included a table of species 
seen and recorded. Unfortunately this year, 
I had no sightings of Purple Emperor, and 

only one Black Hairstreak was recorded 
by me. Definitely the most common 
species were Meadow Browns and 
Ringlets. I was delighted to find a few 
Marbled White butterflies on section 
6 of the Salcey South Transect, having 
never seen them in this area before. I’m 

thoroughly looking forward to the start of 
the season next year.

Annual Summary

Annual Summary data shows a summary of the data arranged by UKBMS Weeks, and the dates shown are week-commencing ...

Figures shown in red are (or include) estimates for missing weeks, based on a simple interpolation. 

Raw data will just show the counts exactly as entered. When looking at single sites in Raw data form, you can edit your counts by clicking on the sample link
at the top of the column.

Please be aware that there will be delay between entering the walk data, and that data appearing on this page. There are two reasons this may happen: 1)
there is a process that must run every 15 minutes to calculate the summary values and estimates, and 2) there is some caching of the data to speed up the
page response times. You can bypass the caching by deselecting the checkbox below. Newly entered data should still be visible in your 'My Walks' page.
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08
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Aug
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Aug
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02
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07
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Small
Skipper

0 0 0 0 3 1 0 0 2 2 1 0 0 0 9

Large
Skipper

0 1 2 14 1 11 9 22 8 1 6 0 0 0 75

Wood White 5 24 16 5 0 0 0 4 0 5 0 0 0 0 59

Brimstone 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 9 0 2 0 0 0 0 11

Large White 0 0 5 29 5 39 6 37 10 22 28 2 3 0 186

Small White 3 2 0 2 4 23 12 21 16 17 10 3 0 1 114

Green-
veined
White

2 3 0 0 2 3 1 13 3 3 0 0 0 0 30

Purple
Hairstreak

0 0 0 0 1 0 2 2 0 1 0 0 0 0 6

Black
Hairstreak

0 1 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 1

Common
Blue

0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 1 0 0 0 0 1

White
Admiral

0 0 0 4 0 1 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 5

Red Admiral 0 0 1 3 0 5 2 2 1 1 0 0 0 0 15

Small
Tortoiseshell

0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 7 0 0 0 0 0 7

Peacock 0 0 0 1 0 0 40 78 29 0 0 0 0 0 148

Comma 0 0 3 2 0 1 1 0 0 0 0 4 0 0 11

Silver-
washed
Fritillary

0 0 0 5 0 10 1 13 0 3 0 0 0 0 32

Speckled
Wood

0 19 17 9 3 4 5 5 6 6 2 5 2 0 83

Marbled
White

0 0 0 0 1 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 1

Gatekeeper
/ Hedge
Brown

0 0 0 0 0 2 14 10 5 2 0 0 0 0 33

Meadow
Brown

0 2 6 36 18 54 46 36 50 8 11 0 0 0 267

Ringlet 0 0 0 18 65 84 79 25 0 0 0 0 0 0 271

Total
(Summary)

0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 10 0 52 0 50 128 0 103 238 218 277 137 74 0 58 0 0 0 14 5 0 0 1 0 1365
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Do You Really Expect to See Butterflies in August – A Personal Diary
Author: David Chandler
ISBN: 978-1-5272-5076-5 £12.50 paperback; £9.99 e-book

Over the years, David has been Branch chairman of two different Butterfly Conservation Branches 
(our own Hertfordshire & Middlesex Branch and Bedfordshire & Northamptonshire); more recently, 
he acts as an ordinary member of BCs Cambridgeshire & Essex Branch. In this biography he writes 
of his life with butterflies and how his job, his marriages, his job moves and his membership of 
Butterfly Conservation have all shaped his life and his scientific knowledge in both the UK and when 
visiting relatives abroad in Australia and South Africa.
The title of the book is a question that he was asked by his brother, when he arrived to visit in 
Australia in 1995 – it was mid-Winter there with few butterflies expected. Since 1989, David has 
regularly chronicled his butterfly observations both locally in the UK and when travelling abroad, 
and many of the resulting articles have appeared in the newsletters of the BC branches he was 
associated with. This book represents over 30 years of these publications and notes, and is David’s 
attempt to chronicle the sad decline in even our common British butterflies that has evolved over 
that period.
The book is divided into 5 main sections – Muses, Field Trips, Butterflying Holidays, AGMs Magazines 
& Regional Events, and Science, Workparties and Scientific Analysis. The individual articles within 
each section are all brief (1-2 pages) so the book can be ‘dipped into’ e.g. to read a series of related 
articles. There is much of interest here of a historical perspective allowing the reader to compare 
today’s experiences with those from the past 30 years. Throughout, David’s passion for butterflies 
and their conservation shines through, and the articles often include little anecdotes that bring the 
episodes to life.

David has self-published this book and has a small 
number of paperback copies available (first-come, 
first-served) which he can send to interested 
members in return for a donation of £12.50 to Butterfly 
Conservation. 
Contact Email: DavidKLChandler@outlook.com 
Alternatively, it is now available as an e-book on 
Amazon Kindle for £9.99 (of which about £7.20 will be 
passed to BC after Amazon’s fees). (Amazon Link:
https://www.amazon.co.uk/s?k=DO+YOU+REALLY+E
XPECT+TO+SEE+BUTTERFLIES+IN+AUGUST&i=digit
al-text&ref=nb_sb_noss

[Note that the book has been published in the name of 
David KL Chandler as there is another David Chandler 
in Cambridge that publishes nature books with the 
RSPB and it was necessary to differentiate.]
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This year has certainly been a challenging one 
for many different reasons and I hope everyone 
reading this has got through it safely. Butterfly 
wise the lockdown caused by the pandemic 
quite rightly saw a halt to official butterfly 
recording so all transects were postponed and 
trips to nature reserves halted. However, one 
thing we did see was a big increase in urban 
and semi urban butterfly recording as people 
stayed in their gardens or exercised on daily 
health walks close to home. Luckily, some of 
the commoner garden butterflies such as the 
Peacock and Small Tortoiseshell and a good 
year and added a welcome dash of colour 
in otherwise bleak times and social media 
was full of people enthusiastically sharing 
photos of what they were seeing. It was also 
interesting to hear the many people who 
found previously undiscovered superb butterfly 
habitats only a few minutes’ walk from their 
front door. As you can see from the map 
below showing the records received during the 
months of lockdown in Northampton recording 

was predominantly taking place in gardens, 
industrial estates, town parks and along the 
footpaths near the villages. 

 The majority of the records were added 
via iRecord on the phone app and later in 
the year iRecord announced that nationally 
there had been quite a surge in biological 
recording during the months of lockdown. 
County recorders such as myself (I was 
furloughed by the end of May) suddenly found 
themselves with a lot more time on their 
hands too so could keep on top of data entry 
and verification. With restrictions starting to 
lift by mid-May, and people encouraged to 
spend more time exercising outside in the 
fresh air, butterfly recording started to switch 
to the better known butterfly hotspots again. 
When I was asked to write something for this 
newsletter, considering the difficult year we’ve 
all had, I decided to concentrate on some of 
2020’s butterfly success stories.
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The weather in the spring was warm and dry 
and the prolonged spells of sunshine during 
April and May lead to a few record breaking 
emergences. The earliest ever Dingy Skipper 
was recorded on the 16th of April at Twywell 
Hills and Dales and amazingly a second brood 
Dingy Skipper was recorded at the same site 
between 26th of July and the 2nd of August 
which is a rare site in the county. 

On the 27th of May Andy Wyldes and I visited 
Glapthorn Cow Pastures for a socially distanced 
walk around and recorded 6 Black Hairstreaks. 
These were the earliest Black Hairstreaks to 
emerge on record in the county. In this below 
photo you can just make out the pupa the 
freshly emerged butterfly has emerged from.

The Black Hairstreaks were looking like they 
were heading for a good season with a peak 
count of 74 recorded on a single day on the 
1st of June in Glapthorn and 25 seen in 
Salcey Forest the following day. Unfortunately 
their flight period was cut short as unsettled 
weather moved in shortly afterwards reducing 
the numbers considerably. The Wood White 
also did well in 2020 with a large new colony 
discovered and a good second brood. In 2019 
Back from the Brink officer Susannah O’Riordan 
discovered a few in the private Geddington 

Chase and this year I was lucky enough to 
be able to join her for a survey there on the 
29th of May where we counted 54 Wood 
Whites. This of course now places Geddington 
Chase firmly among Northamptonshire’s list 
of strongholds for the species. We had even 
more exciting news as the species seems to 
be trying to spread out of here with records of 
two Woods Whites recorded in nearby Harry’s 
Park wood on the 31st of May and one even 
made it all the way to Fermyn Wood with a 
single recorded there on the 13th of June.

The Wood White season was also notable due 
to the size of the second brood. Until fairly 
recently second brood Wood Whites were 
considered quite a rarity in Northamptonshire 
although they have been recorded more 
frequently during recent years. This year 
the second broods were recorded in small 
numbers in Bucknell Wood, Hazelborough 
Forest and Salcey Forest but the private Yardley 
Chase saw extraordinarily high numbers 
with a 13 seen in one location and 32 seen 
at another. Clouded Yellows also had a good 
year with a scattering of records around the 
county. The first of the year was recorded in 
Daventry on the 15th of May which was then 
followed by more records in Salcey Forest 
and Yardley Chase. Then at the start of June 
Clouded Yellows were found in the area west 
of Hanging Houghton. This location then 
hosted the species until September allowing 
a lot of people to see them, many of whom 
were helped by the steady stream of reports 
on the newly formed Northants Leps and 
Odonata WhatsApp group which has been set 
up to get butterfly, moth and dragonfly news 

Earliest ever sighting of a Dingy Skipper this year                                        
All photos David James

Wood White - spreading out in North Northants
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out to people quickly. Although the countryside 
around Hanging Houghton and Scaldwell had 
the most records they were also found all over 
the county throughout the summer months as 
the above distribution map shows.

Moving on to the Nymphalidae the Peacock 
and Small Tortoiseshell had one of the best 
years on record in Northamptonshire and 
were recorded in huge numbers at a number 
of sites. In the area around the village of Old 
over 200 Peacocks were counted on the 17th 
of July and on the 9th of August 130 Small 
Tortoiseshells were recorded around Sywell 
Reservoir. Large amounts of larvae were 
also observed too. The year produced a few 
interesting Peacock aberrations too including 
this ab.splendens at Ravenshorpe reservoir.

The White Admiral also had a fantastic season 
too and so far, with the records already 
received, it shows it to have had the one of 
the best recorded year’s in the county. I had a 
walk through Hazelborough Forest in July and 
seeing the number of White Admirals feeding 
on the rich supplies of nectar on the sides of 
the rides was quite a sight to behold. Our other 
woodlands also saw the White Admiral flying in 
good numbers and good counts were achieved 
in Bucknell Wood, the Fermyn Wood complex, 
Salcey Forest, Wakerley Wood and Yardley 
Chase. An incredible record was received when 
one lucky observer found a White Admiral in 
his garden in Brackley on the 19th of July!

White Admiral
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The Silver-washed Fritillary was another 
butterfly that emerged early with the first ones 
seen in Hazelborough Forest on the 9th of 
June setting a new county record. Although 
the species had a slightly below average 
year, we did see an increase in the range 
of the beautiful colour form valezina. This 
stunning butterfly was seen in Bucknell Wood, 
Hazelborough Wood and Souther Wood (part of 
the Fermyn complex) and even more excitingly 
it was recorded for the first time in Weekley 
Hall Wood and Salcey Forest where at least 
three were present.

 Without doubt though the prize for the 
greatest success story of 2020 has to go to the 
Dark Green Fritillary. During recent years we 
have been keenly watching this butterfly slowly 
colonising Northamptonshire. The population 
is mainly based up in the north of the county 
particularly the area of Old Sulehey, Ring Haw 
and Great Morton Sale. On the 16th of June 
15 Dark Green Fritillaries were recorded on 
Sammocks Hill at Ring Haw and on the 24th 
of June an incredible 101 were seen at nearby 
Great Morton Sale so it looks, for now at 
least, that this butterfly has gained it’s place 
firmly on the Northants resident species list! 

Single Dark Green Fritillaries were also seen 
at Brampton Ash, Brockhall, Collyweston 
Deeps, Collyweston Quarry, Croughton Quarry, 
Roade, Salcey Forest, Summer Leys, Sywell 
Country Park, Twywell Hills and Dales and 
Wakerley Wood. The Croughton Quarry and 
Roade records are interesting as this is the 
second year running they have been seen there 
hinting that there may be some more unknown 
colonies out there.

That concludes a brief report of the 2020 
butterfly season here in Northamptonshire. 
Many thanks to everyone who send in their 
records, without whom of course none of the 
above would be possible. Once all the final 
datasets have been received I shall write a 
much more thorough report early next year 
which will be published on my blog.

Silver-washed Fritillary valezina in Salcey

Dark Green Fritillary photographed at Ring Haw
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Comma ab. nigrolunaria - the yellow spots on the margin replaced 
by black, Yardley Chase 10th July 2020  Photo D.Goddard

Speckled Wood ab. parviocellata - reduced yellow spots and 
‘eyes’,  Summer Leys, 15th October 2020   Photo D.Goddard

Meadow Brown ab. grisea-aurea - very pale ground colour with 
golden tinges, Yardley Chase 6th August 2020  Photo D.Goddard

Small Copper ab. radiata, Pitsford Reservoir, 4th September 2020 
Photo D.Goddard

Peacock with scale defects, Bucknell Wood 7th August 2020
Photo D.Goddard

Mating Small Coppers. Top: Female form caeruleopunctata (blue 
dots), Bottom: Male ab.radiata. This male was in the same area at 
Twywell H&D for at least 16 days! October 2020  Photo A. Wyldes 


