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Dates for your Diary 

Scottish Spring Recorders’ Gathering  
We had a great turnout of almost 300 folk at our Scottish Spring Recorders’ Gathering Webinar on the 13th 
March. It was a lovely morning with great talks and even some live moths. A big thank you to all speakers 
and contributors! The event was recorded so if you missed it, you can watch it here on Youtube https://
youtu.be/pjufblThtiA  

Highland Branch Virtual Spring Gathering – Saturday 10
th

 April 10am 
Highland branch’s “AGM” has been moved online so unfortunately attendees will not be 
able to meet in person, gossip, swap butterfly and moth friendly plants, drink tea/coffee 
or eat copious amounts of biscuits and cake.  However, there is a plus side, we are no 
longer required to host a formal AGM so we can just focus on the usual interesting and 
diverse talks, albeit whilst sat in the comfort of your own home.  It also means that  
anyone from across our vast branch area, and even further afield, can attend for free. 

The programme for the morning is… 
10.00 – 10.20 - Chairman’s Welcome by Pete Moore 
10.20 – 10.50 - Talk: “Rare and Small – Actions for Priority Scottish Micro-moths in 

the Highlands” by               Tom Prescott, Senior Species Conservation Officer, But-
terfly Conservation Scotland. 

10.50 – 11.10 - Talk: “Cairngorms Connect and Why Moths are Better than Capercaillie!” by Pip Gullett, 
Project Officer, Cairngorms Connect. 

11.10 – 11.25 - Break 
11.25 – 11.45 - Talk: “Species On The Edge” by David Hill, Project Officer, Butterfly Conservation Scotland. 
11.45 – 12.45 – Keynote Talk: “How hot is that butterfly? Using individual temperature responses to 

inform species conservation” by Dr Andrew Bladon, University of Cambridge. 
12.45 – 13.00 - Summing-up by Pete Moore 

The gathering will be held online via Zoom, but the Zoom link will only be sent to those that register their  
interest by completing the following simple online form https://forms.gle/Pou5rVnnhNaSXUyi6 

Full instructions to those unfamiliar with Zoom along with the link to the meeting will be sent out to those that 
register in the days leading up to the meeting. 

For further information please contact Audrey Turner at unicorn64@btinternet.com 

Moth Night 8 - 10th July 2021  
The theme of this year’s Moth Night event is reedbeds and wetlands, which provides a wonderful opportunity 
to showcase the importance of these habitats for insects at the height of the summer. For more info click here 
 

Butterfly Conservation’s Recording and Monitoring Advice for Recorders  
To see Butterfly Conservation’s latest advice for Recorders go to https://butterfly-conservation.org/butterflies/
recording-and-monitoring 
 

Volunteer Activities 
We have lots of volunteer opportunities happening this spring and summer with surveys running across  
Scotland. Read on to find out more! 
 

BC Events in Scotland 
Don’t forget to check out our website at www.butterfly-conservation.org/scotland as well as your local Branch 
website for up-to-date lists of fieldtrips, events etc: 

Highlands & Islands - https://butterfly-conservation.org/in-your-area/highlands-and-islands-branch  

South & West Scotland - https://butterfly-conservation.org/in-your-area/glasgow-and-sw-scotland-branch  

East Scotland - https://butterfly-conservation.org/in-your-area/east-scotland-branch  

N.B These are usually compiled over the winter months for the following season. 

  

                 ______________________________________________________________________ 

 

https://youtu.be/pjufblThtiA
https://youtu.be/pjufblThtiA
https://forms.gle/Pou5rVnnhNaSXUyi6
mailto:unicorn64@btinternet.com
https://butterfly-conservation.org/sites/default/files/2021-02/Countdown%20to%20Moth%20Night%202021%20promo.pdf?_cldee=dHByZXNjb3R0QGJ1dHRlcmZseS1jb25zZXJ2YXRpb24ub3Jn&recipientid=contact-43c2716d7c6beb11a8120022483f84a7-ff6770c9e1e145e89c32a790d4024690&es
https://butterfly-conservation.org/butterflies/recording-and-monitoring
https://butterfly-conservation.org/butterflies/recording-and-monitoring
https://butterfly-conservation.org/in-your-area/highlands-and-islands-branch
https://butterfly-conservation.org/in-your-area/glasgow-and-sw-scotland-branch
https://butterfly-conservation.org/in-your-area/east-scotland-branch
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Borders News 

News from the Borders 
Northern Brown Argus in the Borders – surveys and searches in 2021 
So far, volunteers have done a great job and many known sites with colonies of the butterfly have been  
visited and mapped, with the data leading on to conservation action at some sites and other very positive  
developments. We still have around 40 sites scattered through the Borders which need surveyed and it 
would be fantastic if they could be looked at this summer. There are also opportunities to discover new  
colonies in areas where rock-rose (the caterpillar foodplant) is known to grow but so far have no butterfly  
records. We’re now seeking volunteers to help with this – just one or perhaps two visits to a site during June 
and July is all that’s needed and full details and guidance will be circulated to all who volunteer and there will 
be support through the season. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Contact Barry Prater barry@prater.myzen.co.uk  

 
               
 
              _______________________________________________________________________ 
 
 
 

Here is the link to the latest Borders newsletter Scottish Borders Newsletter Spring 2021, Butterfly Conserva-
tion East Branch 

 
 
 
              _______________________________________________________________________ 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

mailto:barry@prater.myzen.co.uk
https://butterfly-conservation.org/sites/default/files/2021-03/scottish_borders_newsletter_spring_2021.pdf
https://butterfly-conservation.org/sites/default/files/2021-03/scottish_borders_newsletter_spring_2021.pdf
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Project Updates 

Species on the Edge - an ambitious new project 
Species on the Edge is a bold and ambitious partnership of eight of Scotland’s nature 
conservation organisations striving to conserve Scotland’s native wildlife.   

Led by NatureScot with funding from the National Lottery Heritage Fund, a programme 
of work is being developed to improve and secure the survival chances of over 40  
nationally and internationally vulnerable species in seven landscape-scale areas around 
Scotland’s coast and islands.  

Species due to benefit from the project range from terns to lacewings to toads and include Small Blue, 
Northern Brown Argus and Marsh Fritillary butterflies as well as several of the rare Burnet moths. 

In 2021 the partnership aims to identify suitable sites for the programme, where we can work with local  
communities, projects, initiatives and landowners to benefit a range of species. The project is in the early 
stages of development, but it is hoped that it will lead to an exciting programme of work extending over four 
and a half years. 

Can you help? 

Butterfly Conservation Scotland hopes to conduct surveys and habitat monitoring with volunteers at key sites 
for coastal butterflies and moths in the summer of 2021. Full training and support will be available for  
volunteers. Volunteers are sought in these areas:  

 Caithness coast (Small Blue) 

 Coastlines around the Moray Firth (Northern Brown Argus and Small Blue)  

 Coastline of Lochaber, Argyll and Inner Hebridean islands including Mull (Marsh Fritillary and rare  
          burnet moths) 

 Coastline of Angus (Small Blue) 

 Solway Coast (Northern Brown Argus) 

If you would be interested in volunteering with surveys and habitat monitoring in any of these areas 
this summer, please contact David Hill at dhill@butterfly-conservation.org or 01786 459813   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

https://www.nature.scot/scotlands-biodiversity/species-edge-sote/species-edge-about-project
mailto:dhill@butterfly-conservation.org
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Project Updates 

Bog Squad Update  
At the end of last year, we had high hopes that work parties would be commencing again, albeit in smaller, 
socially distanced groups. Unfortunately, that was not to be, and all advertised work parties had to be  
cancelled. Additionally, our planned work with schools on bogs was also not able to happen due to the  
lockdown.  

However, we have been able to run a selection of Zoom talks to community groups on the ‘Importance of 
Peatlands’. These have ranged from Edinburgh University’s Conservation Biology Society to the ‘Nature  
Ninja’s’ Conservation Volunteer group run by Cumbernauld Living Landscapes. 

In other work, we are developing an advisory leaflet for amateur gardeners on the Peat-Free alternatives that 
are currently available and how to use them.  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Also, we are really interested to learn more about the current Scottish distribution of the Large Heath  
butterfly, one of our UK Priority species. We have identified peat bogs of particular interest and are keen for 
people to look for and record Large Heath butterflies this coming summer (in line with government travel  
restrictions). If you are interested to help us, details of what to do will appear on our webpage in due course 
https://butterfly-conservation.org/bogsquad 

In the meantime, for more information about Butterfly Conservation Scotland’s peatland restoration 
activities please visit:  

Our blog: www.bogsquad.weebly.com  

Or contact Polly Phillpot at: pphillpot@butterfly-conservation.org 

 
 
 

                  

 

 

 

                                         Large Heath—John Knowler 

https://butterfly-conservation.org/bogsquad
http://www.bogsquad.weebly.com
mailto:pphillpot@butterfly-conservation.org
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Project Updates 

Helping Hands for Butterflies 

Take on a transect in 2021! 
The most recent reports on butterfly numbers indicate that about three quarters of species across the UK are 
in decline. We can only make statements like this because we have over forty years’ worth of data about  
butterfly populations. For decades, people have been monitoring butterfly populations and reporting the  
numbers through the UK Butterfly Monitoring Scheme, and most people record butterflies on Butterfly  
Transects. These transects are 1-2km routes which are surveyed once per week between the beginning of 
April and end of September – 26 weeks in all. 

It can be a large commitment for one person, but many transects are now walked by small groups of three or 
four people, meaning that each person only does the walk once or twice a month if they are part of a group. 

To help ensure that butterfly population changes in Scotland are properly represented in the data, we need 
more transects and transect surveyors. If you are interested in hearing more and receiving training, please 
email Helping Hands for Butterflies Project Officer Anthony McCluskey on amccluskey@butterfly-
conservation.org 
 

Learn about wildflowers 
Getting to know the wildflowers used by butterflies and moths can be a 
great help when we come to look for and record them – often the first 
step in looking for a species is to search for the food it uses. This 
spring I have been running an online wildflower identification course, 
with 180 people signed up to hear about the wildflowers found in five 
different habitats used by butterflies and moths – uplands, coasts, 
damp meadows, woodlands and wildflower meadows. Over 100  
different species of wildflower were covered in all, with a special focus 
on being able to recognise those most used by butterflies and moths. 
All of the classes were recorded, and can now be viewed on a special 
playlist on the Butterfly Conservation website – click here to view it. 

These workshops were delivered as part of the Helping Hands for  
Butterflies Project, which is funded by the National Lottery Heritage 
Fund and NatureScot. 
 

Download our new app! 
One of the easiest ways to record butterflies when you’re 
out and about is to use our app, iRecord Butterflies. The 
app has recently been relaunched with a completely new 
look and new features, and is available for free for  
Android and Apple devices. The app has a complete 
guide to all of the butterflies in the UK, along with flight 
times, habitat information, distribution maps and much 
more. You can use the app to send in individual sightings 
of single species, or conduct short surveys of larger  
areas. Records from the app get sent to a website called 
iRecord, from which our record verifiers can have a look 
at the records and ensure they get included in our databases and research work. Last year we had over 
17,000 Scottish butterfly records sent in through irecord – can we beat it this year?  
 
Anthony McCluskey 
Helping Hands for Butterflies Project Officer 
 

 

 

 

 

Kidney Vetch by Sam Ellis 

mailto:amccluskey@butterfly-conservation.org
mailto:amccluskey@butterfly-conservation.org
https://youtube.com/playlist?list=PLLoJK9yKJP42hyM403R3TkothUT_EWZMo
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Conservation Activities 

Northern Brown Argus in the Sidlaw Hills 

Following the success of surveys for Northern Brown Argus in the Borders over the last few years, we are 
hoping to carry out similar surveys of important colonies of the butterfly in the Sidlaw Hills this summer.  

 
Please contact scotland@butterfly-conservation.org to register your interest in taking part. Full details and 
survey information will be available.  
 
 
 
 
   
 
 
 
                 ____________________________________________________________________ 
 
 
 

 
 

 

   

mailto:scotland@butterfly-conservation.org
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Conservation Activities 

Ayrshire Small Blue 

Butterfly Conservation Scotland is working in partnership with the Scottish Wildlife Trust to enhance the  
habitat, and thus the future, of the recently introduced population of Small Blues in Ayrshire this summer.  
This project is being delivered through the Garnock Connections Landscape Partnership, which is funded by 
the National Lottery Heritage Fund. The original reintroduction occurred in 2013 on the Trust’s Gailes Marsh 
reserve near Irvine and has been a partial success on the reserve with the butterfly also becoming  
established on some of the adjacent golf courses. However, recent casual surveys have revealed concerns 
over a crash in Kidney Vetch, the butterfly’s sole larval foodplant, as several patches have disappeared  
probably due to an increase in rabbits. Therefore, more detailed surveys are required to determine the  
current status of both the butterfly and its foodplant. It is hoped that this will also identify sites where further 
Kidney Vetch can be planted and sites where it can be protected by fencing from rabbits. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Volunteers are therefore being sought to help with the project, be that surveying for the butterfly or Kidney 
Vetch, or helping with the management work or all three. It is hoped that this will cover around ten sites in the 
Irvine area. Online Zoom training workshops are also planned along with coordinated survey days, Covid  
allowing. 

If you would like to get involved or for more information please contact Tom at tprescott@butterfly-
conservation.org Tel: 01540 661469  Mob: 07979 785665 

 

              ______________________________________________________________________ 

 

Ayrshire Butterfly Recorder Required 

We are looking for a new Butterfly Recorder to cover Ayrshire. The role requires the collation and verification 
of the county’s new butterfly records to ensure they are accurate and in a standard format. It is not necessary 
to be an expert as there is a great deal of help and support on hand from other local Butterfly Recorders and 
those further afield. The role should not be too onerous and could even be shared by two or possibly more 
people each taking on one of the tasks e.g. collation of records, validation, incorporating into the Ayrshire  
database. 

If you are interested in taking on this important role or wish to find out more please contact Tom. 

Email: tprescott@butterfly-conservation.org. Tel: 01540 661469  Mob: 07979 785665, or Scott Shanks  
butterflyrecorder@southwestscotland-butterflies.org.uk  

 
 
 

 

                 

                  Small Blue- Iain Leach 

mailto:tprescott@butterfly-conservation.org
mailto:tprescott@butterfly-conservation.org
mailto:tprescott@butterfly-conservation.org
mailto:butterflyrecorder@southwestscotland-butterflies.org.uk
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Conservation Activities 

Monitoring Rare Moths 

There are many rare moths across the UK and we are lucky to have some real charismatic northern  
specialists in Scotland. Unfortunately, we know very little about how populations of many of these rare  
species are faring. This was highlighted in the Atlas of Britain and Ireland’s Larger Moths where many rarer 
species did not have trends for distribution or abundance. To tackle this we are currently working on  
developing new monitoring methodologies for macro and micro moth species across Scotland so we can 
begin to get data on changes in abundance. This will help contribute to the conservation of the selected  
species, provide information for reports such as State of Moths and contribute to a rare moth indicator trend 
across the entire UK. Currently there are only two Scottish species providing long-term datasets to this rare 
moth indicator, the New Forest Burnet and the Slender Scotch Burnet.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

                            Moth monitoring                                                         View from a Mountain Burnet site 

So moth monitoring in Scotland was ripe for the picking and the hard work and monitoring trials began in 
2020. These were focused on four species which were the Mountain Burnet, Choreutis diana, Ancylis tineana 
and Kentish Glory. These species required a range of monitoring techniques including counting eggs, larval 
spinnings and adults. The life histories of moths are diverse and the methods used reflect this. This is what 
makes the trials of new methods exciting 
though, it is a bit experimental and you learn a 
lot about the species ecology in the process. 
As the methods are diverse there really is 
something for everyone to get involved in from 
the sun lovers who like being out on a  
summers day counting adult moths to the  
eagle eyed amongst us who like looking for 
eggs or caterpillars. This year we will be  
looking to roll out some virtual and field  
training, test methods for new species such as 
the bearberry feeding specialists like Netted 
Mountain Moth and review monitoring for 
some other more widespread species like  
Forester. We’re keen to hear from you if you’re 
interested in taking part in some monitoring or 
would like to know more about which species 
we’re targeting and where. 

Please contact Patrick Cook                                                         Caterpillar of Choreutis diana                                                                                  

pcook@butterfly-conservation.org for more details.                                                                                       

     
 
 
                 
                ______________________________________________________________________ 
 
 
 
 

mailto:pcook@butterfly-conservation.org
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Conservation Activities 

Improving the Monitoring of Marsh Fritillary in Scotland 
Scotland holds one of the largest and best-connected populations of Marsh Fritillary in Europe. Its Scottish 
distribution is almost solely restricted to mainland Argyll and the surrounding islands. The butterfly is a high 
priority for conservation effort in Butterfly Conservation’s Scottish Conservation Strategy. This has mostly  
focussed on providing advice to farmers, however, the current status of the butterfly in Scotland and how it is 
faring is unclear due to a lack of surveys and monitoring. We are therefore keen to change this. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Marsh Fritillary can be monitored using two methods, the first is counting the adults, which are on the wing in 
May and June. This requires good weather, something we’re not always blessed with in Scotland. The  
second, and preferred method, involves counting the larval webs in autumn (mid-August to the end of  
September). This is much less reliant on good weather, requires just a single visit and also informs us which 
part of the site the species is breeding in. 

In 2018 and 2019 workshops were run in the field to train volunteers on how to monitor the species. This 
year that wasn’t possible so virtual workshops via Zoom were trialled instead. We invited local people we felt 
would be interested in monitoring the species and that would be keen to get outside and counting. The two 
online sessions had a total of 14 attendees from across the butterfly’s range including Islay, Tiree, Bute and 
Mull. Reaching these audiences was an added bonus of online training as it allowed folk from different  
islands to speak to each other about the species and what is happening on their patch. The workshops  
covered background information on the ecology of the butterfly, how to monitor the larval webs and allowed 
us to look at maps and records live to suggest which areas might be suitable for monitoring. With support it 
was then over to attendees to give the monitoring a try in their local patch. 

In 2020 a total of 37 individual counts (sites and sub-sites) were carried out using the larval webs monitoring 
method. This includes sites such as Taynish, the Oa and Loch Gruinart that have long established monitoring 
(see map below). Of the 37 counts undertaken, 16 were covered for the first time in 2020 including counts on 
Mull, Tiree, Bute and the Ardfern Peninsula. On the islands a total of 16 counts were undertaken, with eight 
on Mull, six on Islay and one each on Bute and Tiree. On the mainland 11 sites were covered in mid-Argyll 
and 10 in the Lorne and Appin areas. 

 

 

                Marsh Fritillary—Iain Leach 
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Conservation Activities 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
In 2021 the top priority is to cover the same 37 sites that were monitored in 2020 and also try and ensure that 
three sites historically walked on Islay by Butterfly Conservation at Claddach and road verges in the centre of 
the island are restarted. We also plan to have a virtual catch up this year before the monitoring season, a 
chance to have a chat and discuss the species. Further virtual training sessions will also be run to cover the 
methodology, so if you need a recap or would like to cover a new site please do come along. We are  
particularly keen to encourage further monitoring on the islands and fill any gaps in the current network in 
areas such as around Benderloch, between Oban and Ardfern, and the Kintyre Peninsula.  

If you wish to find out more, please contact Tom, David or Patrick. 

Email: tprescott@butterfly-conservation.org  
           dhill@butterfly-conservation.org  
           pcook@butterfly-conservation.org. 
 

 

Sites monitored for Marsh Fritillary in 2020. Those in blue were first covered before 2018, those in  
yellow were first started in 2018 and 2019, and those in red were started in 2020. 

mailto:tprescott@butterfly-conservation.org
mailto:dhill@butterfly-conservation.org
mailto:pcook@butterfly-conservation.org
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Nature Tales 

A Lockdown Diversion 
Like everyone else, I was exasperated by the lockdown restrictions on my recording activities. They seemed 
so unnecessary.  It would be hard to think of anywhere more socially isolated than the remote localities I 
wished to visit. Normally I never saw another soul, let alone came within two metres of them. Nevertheless, 
rules are rules. 

At least we have a sizeable garden next to some excellent habitat. After 30 years I had a good idea of the 
butterflies and moths that were present but knew much less about other insect groups – bees, those other 
pollinators, for example. One bee was of special interest. Occasionally I’d seen evidence of a leaf-cutter bee 
at work: neat oval sections carved from the tender foliage of roses and other shrubs, which the female uses 
to line her nesting chambers. I mentioned this leaf damage to a hymenopterist, who was sceptical. He said it  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
was probably caused by caterpillars - leaf-cutter bees aren’t found as far north as Banffshire. Such a record 
would require a specimen in any case, as there are several similar species of Megachile in Britain. A  
photograph was unlikely to be sufficient for identification, even if I had one. Only then did I realise that I’d 
never knowingly seen a leaf-cutter bee, and certainly not one in action, despite being so familiar with their 
signs since childhood. Lockdown would provide the perfect opportunity to put this right. 

In late June 2020 we had a spell of warm and sunny weather. A rose bush in our front garden showed  
characteristic excisions of its tender lower leaves, freshly made. In mid-morning I took up position by the 
bush with my camera at the ready. I’d purposely avoided googling images – why spoil the thrill of a first  
sighting? Surely there would not be long to wait! But after 20 minutes, nothing had happened. Time for a tea 
break. The second session was more successful. A small and hyperactive bee flew rapidly around the bush 
before briefly landing on a leaf. It was more colourful than I’d expected. There was no time to take a  
photograph, nor had I seen it in the act of cutting a leaf, but this was a good start. There should be plenty 
more opportunities. 

Over the next week I saw the bees at work on various occasions, which helped to explain why they had been 
so elusive until now. First, they prefer leaves that are low down in the bush, partly concealed by other foliage. 
Secondly, they work remarkably quickly. It may only take them 10 seconds to select a leaf, cut out a section, 
roll it into a cone and carry away. Even when standing beside a rose bush and watching intently it is easy to 
miss them, especially when distracted by the myriad of other insects on the wing in warm and sunny  
weather. 
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Nature Tales 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Having proved the bee’s presence, the project expanded. Now the aim was to photograph every stage of the 
leaf-cutting process from a single visit, ending with a shot of the bee flying off with its prize slung beneath it. 
That would be a real challenge! Also, the images must be good enough to identify the species without the 
need to kill a specimen, which I had no intention of doing. Just before the fine weather broke I got the desired 
series of shots. Several experts including Steven Falk have now confidently identified the bee as Megachile 
centuncularis, the Patchwork Leaf-cutter Bee, distinguished by the golden brush of hairs beneath its  
abdomen that give a halo effect when viewed from above. It appears to be new for Banffshire. Why it should 
be a long-standing resident in our isolated garden on the edge of moorland at an altitude of 160 metres is a 
mystery. Maybe it is overlooked elsewhere, given that it took me 30 years to see one. But best of all, it  
provided a welcome and useful lockdown diversion. 

Roy Leverton 
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Nature Tales 

Lepidopteran lingua franca 
I greatly enjoyed Barbara Mearns’ beautifully written and illustrated article “Sallows, Chestnuts and Thorns” 
in the December 2020 edition of the E-Newsletter of Butterfly Conservation Scotland. She pays deserved 
homage to the rich autumnal colours of moths flying at that time of year. Please could I add a footnote on a 
less recognised aspect of many moth species, including most of those that Barbara illustrates or describes. If 
viewed upside-down, perhaps as in a tit’s eye view, each moth shown below conveys the illusion of a false 
head with false eyes. Like the seasonal colours, these are also likely to be a means of deceiving predators. 
At medium range, the moths resemble autumnal leaves. If a bird comes too close and that disguise is in  
danger of failing, it sees instead a threatening eyed image. A pair of eyes is a lingua franca!  

Sceptical? Then how do we explain why so many moths have two eye-like marks, one near the middle of 
each forewing? More examples are shown in Entomologist’s Record 130: 1-14 (2018); Bulletin of the  
Amateur Entomologists’ Society 77: 260-266 (2018); and Entomologist’s Gazette 71: 273-277 (2020).   

But be warned – once you start seeing moths in this way, many of them will never look the same to you 
again! 

 

         

 

 

 

 

 
          Sallow                                                                         Chestnut 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

    Angle Shades                                                         Frosted Orange 
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Nature Tales 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
                                    Feathered Thorn                Canary-shouldered Thorn  

But the prize, for both disguise and deterrence, goes to the amazing Merveille du Jour – shown by Barbara 
and truly a “marvel” however we look at it. Readers of this E-News will have little trouble finding this moth in 
the next two photographs:  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
But what do you see in the next photograph, also of a Merveille du Jour?  
 

  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Many people see the head of a snarling cat, complete with black pupils in green eyes accentuated by  
impressive brows, as well as nose, nostrils and open mouth showing lower incisors and canine teeth! 

(Moths were posed on suitable backgrounds for some of these photos, but none has been edited except by 
cropping.) 

Clive Craik 
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Nature Tales 

Butterflies in the Dark 
A few of our Scottish butterfly and moth species hibernate as adults, finding somewhere safe for a few 
months of torpor. I was lucky enough to come across a hibernaculum at the start of the winter by chance. My 
son picked the destination for a family Sunday afternoon walk, and picked a route to a disused bunker near 
an airfield that he and his friends sometimes visit. It didn’t look the most inspiring place, but as we squeezed 
into the darkness he said “watch out for all the moths”, which instantly grabbed my attention. The ‘moths’ 
turned out to be rows of Peacock and Small Tortoiseshell butterflies suspended from the ceilings and walls of 
the pitch-black, windowless, multi-room structure. Luckily I had also heard about the Hibernating Heralds 
iRecord survey, and after a careful search by mobile phone light I also managed to find 3 Herald moths on 
the ceilings. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Over the winter I’ve been able to return periodically to make some closer observations, counting 35 Small 
Tortoiseshells and 9 Peacocks alongside the Heralds. 

This kind of butterfly watching, carefully creeping around in 
the cold and the dark, is unlike any other. The scene in the 
hibernaculum is uncanny – dozens of motionless butterflies 
in the pitch black, casting long shadows by torchlight,  
frozen in time for months. The most obvious change  
week-to-week is sparkling frosts occasionally forming on 
their wings, and melting again on warmer days to form tiny 
water droplets. It has a feel of Madame Tussauds, or  
statues in a moonlit graveyard, the tightly-closed wings of 
the butterflies lacking in any apparent life or colour. After a 
few months, geological time almost seemed to have  
overtaken butterfly time, with sandy deposits dripping onto 
the wings of one Peacock from miniature stalactites on the 
concrete ceiling. 

One can only imagine the magical day in late winter when a 
warm breeze penetrates down into the darkness and rows of wings start to open, revealing glorious colour! 

Chris Stamp 

 

 

 
          ____________________________________________________________________________ 
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Nature Tales 

Scotland’s Royal Purple Butterfly 
During a break in the February blizzards I discovered a Purple Hairstreak egg  on a windfall twig in the 
grounds of Scone Palace. Although this was a new discovery, it wasn’t a huge surprise as many of our best 
concentrations of mature oak trees are in the grounds of stately homes and castles. Falkland Palace in Fife 
and Glamis Castle in Angus are two other Purple Hairstreak sites in regions with very few wider-countryside 
records, and Rossie Priory in the Carse of Gowrie by the Tay is another. It seems very apt as purple has long 
been associated with royalty, ever since the first rare and expensive purple dyes. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Purple Hairstreak is very likely to occur in some 
places well outside of the currently known Scottish  
distribution. Stately grounds make prime  
candidates for new discoveries if evening access, 
when the butterflies are most visible high in the 
canopy, is possible. Dalkeith Country Park for  
Midlothian and Duns Castle Estate for the Scottish 
Borders are two locations where this species could 
possibly be discovered in counties without any  
currently known sites. Further north, discovering 
the species at Balmoral or Drum Castle estate 
would be a major coup as Deeside is currently well 
north of the known distribution in the east of the 
country, but such is the elusive nature of the  
butterfly that it is not beyond the bounds of  
possibility that colonies are thriving undiscovered. 
 
Chris Stamp 

 

 

                _____________________________________________________________________ 
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Conservation News 

Priority Moth Virtual Workshops update 
In March the last of the current programme of Virtual Priority Moth Workshops was completed via Zoom  
covering the following three species or groups of species. 

 Scottish Clearwings with a particular focus on Welsh and Large Red-belted Clearwing 

 Bearberry dependent species including Coleophora arctostaphyli, Small Dark Yellow Underwing and 
Netted Mountain Moth 

 Barred Tooth-striped 

As before each workshop lasted around an hour and was hosted on a Thursday morning, being repeated two 
days later on a Saturday morning. Also, as before, these events proved very popular with the simple online 
booking form receiving just over 200 bookings for one or more of the sessions. In total along with the  
previous four workshops held in July which covered Mountain Burnet, Eana argentana, Choreutis diana and 
Kentish Glory the series of seven online events attracted 590 attendees comprising 214 different individuals. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Due to their popularity and the wonderful news that NatureScot (formerly Scottish Natural Heritage (SNH)) 
have kindly agreed to financially support many of our activities this coming financial year a further six  
workshops are proposed for the coming season. At the moment the provisional list of species is; 

Mountain Everlasting dependent species including Coleophora pappiferella, Syncopacma albifrontella 
and Levipalpus hepatariella 

Yarrow dependent Species i.e. Bucculatrix humiliella, Depressaria silesiaca and Depressaria olerella 

Myrmecozela ochraceella that occurs in woodants nests 

Northern Brown Argus 

Once finalised and dates have been set, details of species, dates and times will be sent out to previous  
attendees and others that have expressed an interested, as well as being advertised on the events pages of 
our website https://butterfly-conservation.org/events and via Facebook. 

It is hoped, Covid willing, that these virtual meetings will also be backed up with field trips – remember 
those? 

If you wish to find out more, please contact Tom. 
Email: tprescott@butterfly-conservation.org. Tel: 01540 661469.  Mob: 07979 785665 

 
 
 

 

                   

 

 

 

          Welsh Clearwing - Iain Leach       Barred Tooth-striped - Alan Skeates     Coleophora arctostaphyli - 

             Tom Prescott 

https://butterfly-conservation.org/events
mailto:tprescott@butterfly-conservation.org
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Conservation News 

Northern Brown Argus at Kincraig Summer 2020 
A stunning butterfly summer 
I have been surveying the transect at Kincraig Point near Elie in Fife, a rocky outcrop on the north side of the 
Firth of Forth, since 2013. It follows the Fife Coastal Path from the wooden steps at the beach, on up the 
steep hill to the top of the cliff and along to the abandoned concrete hut beyond the wireless mast. 

Amongst the many varieties of wild flowers found here, there is extensive Rock-rose, the larval plant of the 
Northern Brown Argus butterfly. 

There were 2 dreadful fires in 2013 and 2014 which at the time, I thought, threatened the very existence of 
the butterfly in this specialised habitat, but happily it has survived and gone from strength to strength. 

We live a couple of miles inland and once travel restrictions were eased at the end of May it became the 
main focus of my butterfly summer of 2020. On my first post-Lockdown visit (29th May), the day I went to put 
up the butterfly information signs, I counted 31 Small Heath along the transect. 

Despite the indifferent weather I visited Kincraig as often as possible during the peak flight period from June 
to August.   

The flight period lasted from 20 June to 20 August, and I recorded 284 Northern Brown Argus along the  
transect route during that time.  

My abiding memory of the season comes from 2 amazing days, one being ‘Super Saturday’ the 20th of June, 
when in a glory of renewal I saw Northern Brown Argus in 5 out of 6 of the transect sections, all freshly 
emerged and flying with the beauty of new life. 

Right at the start of the walk there were 2 Northern Brown Argus settled about a metre apart, then one (the 
male) flew up and fluttered over the female and within seconds they had paired up, flown across the path and 
mated. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

                                                                    Northern Brown Argus  mating pair 20 June 2020 

I almost gave up the transect at that point, thinking, ‘that’s enough for me’ but decided to carry on and  
everywhere I looked there was the butterfly in all its glory. The day count of 45 included another mating pair 
at the side of the Coastal Path down towards the foot of the cliff. 

Could this ever be bettered? Yes! The following Wednesday, 24th of June, after 3 days of cloud and rain, I 
visited Kincraig again and witnessed a mass emergence! I had never imagined that the phrase a ‘blizzard of 
moths’ could have been applied to this wariest and most evasive of butterflies, but there they were flying in 
such unimaginable abundance. It was hot and still, with hardly a breath of wind, low tide and only a few other 
walkers. It was the most incredible day, probably one of the best of my entire butterfly life. I counted 103 
adults along the transect, plus another 15 in the square beyond the end of section 6 (NT 465997). 
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                                                           Freshly emerged Northern Brown Argus 

Later in the year on 24 July I watched a female Northern brown Argus quietly and unobtrusively laying an 
egg on Rock-rose. One of the egg hunting challenges at Kincraig is that there is just so much Rock-rose, but 
I eventually found eggs in Sections 1, 2 and 4. 

I also looked more closely at potential sites close to the Coastal Path. On windy days I found the butterfly 
sheltering along the field edges on the landward side of where the Coastal Path runs along the top of the cliff. 
The ‘square’ beyond the end of the transect heading towards Shell Bay (NT 465997) is, I now realise, the 
core of the ‘west colony’. I recorded 59 Northern Brown Argus there between 20th June and 24th July. 

During my first visits the Elie Holiday Park at Shell Bay was still closed to visitors. It was an eerie sensation 
and brought home the full effects of the Lockdown, but it opened again in July. The Coastal Path itself was 
relatively quiet in late May and June, and throughout the season was mainly day visitors and walkers, with a 
few Coasteering groups seen in July and August.  The discussions I had with Fife Coast and Countryside in 
late 2019 resulted in a local agreement to reduce path side strimming in the areas where the rock-rose 
grows, and this proved successful this year. Optimistically this will increase the areas available for the  
butterfly to lay its eggs. 

The final flourish was on 20 August when I saw (and photographed) a Northern Brown Argus, which  
obligingly flew past at head height and then settled in front of me, and 10 minutes later the first Wall I have 
recorded at Kincraig. 

          Northern Brown Argus 20 August 2020                      Wall butterfly at Kincraig 20 August 2020 
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Weekly Transect Count at Kincraig, Fife 2020 

 
 
Year totals for Transect at Kincraig, Fife 

 

Although the colony of Northern Brown Argus at Kincraig is the largest known in Fife, there are historical  
records from other locations. Some of these were visited in 2019 and the presence of the butterfly in  
Kinghorn, Pettycur and Burntisland was confirmed, after many years without records. 

In 2020 the butterfly was found at Monks cave, near Aberdour, the first record for this location. The historical 
records have been mapped out, together with records of former known sites of Rock-rose, and local  
members are invited to explore these areas further to see whether the butterfly and/or rock-rose is still there.  

Further details from: 

Colin Edwards colin.edwards@forestry.gov.scot 

or Hamish Johnston hamishjohnston@btinternet.com  

with all survey results being sent to Fifebutterflies@outlook.com  

Hamish Johnston 

 

            ___________________________________________________________________________ 

Week Date Section 1 Section 2 Section 3 Section 4 Section 5 Section 6 Total 

                  

12 20 June 15 16 7 3 - 4 45 

13 24 June 21 27 36 13 - 6 103 

14 2 July 6 13 14 3 - 1 37 

15 9 July 8 15 16 2 - 2 43 

16 21 July 2 11 5 2 - - 20 

17 24 July 4 7 4 3 - - 18 

18 1 August 1 1   - - - 2 

19 6 August 3 2 3 1 - 1 10 

20 12 August   2 3 - - - 5 

21 20 August   1   - - - 1 

                  

Total   60 95 88 27 - 14 284 

Year Section 1 Section 2 Section 3 Section 4 Section 5 Section 6 Total 

2013 11 36 36 5 2 17 107 

2014 13 13 18 - - 14 58 

2015 2 4 1 - - 10 17 

2016 6 9 5 10 - 11 41 

2017 1 - 3 1 - - 5 

2018 6 12 23 15 - 3 59 

2019 26 27 44 9 - 3 109 

2020 60 95 88 27 - 14 284 

mailto:colin.edwards@forestry.gov.scot
mailto:hamishjohnston@btinternet.com
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 Ticks and Lyme Disease 

Ticks and Lyme Disease 
As the main season for butterfly and moth recording approaches, many of us will begin coming into contact 
with ticks. Most ticks are little more than an irritation, but a few can transmit Lyme disease, a potentially  
serious illness which is treatable with antibiotics if diagnosed early. It is therefore important to be informed 
and take some simple precautions.  

What are ticks?  

Ticks are tiny, spider-like creatures which feed on the blood of animals. They are found mostly in grassland, 
heathland and woodland areas throughout the UK, but can be present anywhere where wild animals,  
livestock or outdoor pets have been. This includes many gardens and parks. They are most common from 
April to October but can be active during mild winters. 

What can I do to prevent being bitten by a tick?  

 Avoid exposed skin: wear long trousers tucked into socks or wellies, and long sleeves.  

 Avoid long and overhanging vegetation and keep to footpaths.  

 Consider using insect repellent. 

 Check your skin and clothing while you are out in the field and again when you return home or before 
you get in the car. Tick bites don’t usually hurt so it is important to check your skin thoroughly.  

 Changing your clothes when you return home can help.  

What should I do if I am bitten by a tick?  

 Ticks should be removed promptly using a tick remover (available from vets or specialist websites  
          Below or tweezers. 

 Don’t squash or squeeze the tick; don’t apply heat; don’t cover it with creams or plasters. 

 If you develop a rash around a bite or flu-like symptoms, or if you are concerned in anyway, consult a 
   doctor as soon as possible. 

 See the specialist websites below for more detailed advice.  

Where can I found out more? 

 Tick Removal –Lyme Disease Action 

 Lyme Disease -NHS Choices 

 Mountaineering Scotland 

Links to external websites are offered in good faith. Butterfly Conservation has no control over the content of 
the sites and no endorsement is implied of any products or services. 

 

            ————————————————————————————————————————— 
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https://www.lymediseaseaction.org.uk/about-ticks/tick-removal/
https://www.nhs.uk/conditions/lyme-disease/
https://www.mountaineering.scot/safety-and-skills/health-and-hygiene/ticks

