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AS I write this, the sun is 
shining and there are reasons to 
be optimistic about the summer 
to come. I can confirm the great 
news that we were successful in 
our application to the National 
Lottery Heritage Fund for our 
Big City Butterflies Project. 

Head Office are now 
recruiting the two Project 
Officers, and we hope to be up 
and running in April - just as 
lockdown restrictions ease. This 
exciting four-year project could be game-
changing for BC in London. More details 
are on page 5. 

Our other projects have had to work 
around the various restrictions, but have 
made good progress nonetheless. Steve 
Bolton talks about Brilliant Butterflies on 
p8 – see also the national Butterfly 
magazine. A good number of scrapes and 
wildflower meadows have been created, and 
the focus is now turning to how these are 
maintained after the project ends in August 
this year. 

Fiona Haynes describes progress with 
Saving the Wood White on p10. The colony 
in the Chiddingfold area is nationally 
important, and this project, which runs to 
2022, is doing vital work to consolidate and 
extend its range. 

Despite the pandemic 
restrictions, a good number of 
transects were walked last 
summer: our thanks to the 
120+ walkers who delivered 
2,000+ walks. Work parties 
over the winter have been 
severely curtailed, but thanks 
to those who have helped at 
Oaken Wood, Saving the Wood 
White, and on the North 
Downs during the intermittent 
spells when work was allowed. 

I am delighted to announce that Richard 
Stephens has been co-opted onto the 
Branch Committee. He will be formally 
elected at the AGM. Meanwhile, our search 
for a new treasurer continues. 

We have made progress in establishing a 
Recorders Sub-committee and a London 
Sub-committee. I am particularly pleased 
that the London Sub-committee includes 
people from London Wildlife Trust 
(Anna Guerin), Royal Parks (May Webber), 
two London Boroughs (Annabel Osborn, 
Wandsworth, and Elliot Newton, Kingston), 
Barnes Common (Will Dartnell), and a 
transect walker from Brockwell Park 
(Danielle Wagner, also WWF 
International). 

These are still at the formative stage and 
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we will report further in the next Skipper. 
Our season of 40+ field trips is on p17. 

These are a good way to meet other 
enthusiasts and to learn about some of the 
best wildlife sites in the area – as well as to 
see some beautiful butterflies, of course! 

Thanks to Mike Weller for putting 
together such a varied programme, and to 
the other walk leaders. 

We intend to resume our New 
Members’ Day event on Ashtead 

Common on July 10. Invitations will be sent 
out in May. 

Last year’s AGM had to be held virtually 
– a total of 47 members engaged, either by 
voting or attending. This year we hope for a 
full Members’ Day & AGM on Nov 6. 
g I plan to complete my postponed 
Bike For Butterflies ride from Land’s 
End to John O’Groats in July-August. 
Details will be on the website. The aim is to 
raise money for Butterfly Conservation and 
generate publicity by visiting as many 
wildlife sites as I can along the way.

n SIMON SAVILLE from previous page

Richard Stephens 
I have been interested in butterflies & 
moths since a school trip to L. Hugh 
Newman’s butterfly farm in Bexley. 

My interest was rekindled 12 years ago 
on a holiday in Greece, where I 
photographed Scarce Swallowtails with a 
pocket camera. The photographs improved 
when I purchased a DSLR camera, then a 

macro lens and another camera. 
I joined Butterfly Conservation in 2014. 

Since retiring I have walked transects and 
led field trips in Surrey and Sussex, 
including Ditchling (Black Hairstreak) 
and Knepp (Purple Emperor). 

In 2019 I was lucky to find a female 
Long-tailed Blue in my Godstone garden, 
egg-laying on Everlasting Sweet Pea. 

New committee member

We are looking 
for a new 
TREASURER. 
If you would 
like to volunteer 
please email 
surreybranch@gmail.com

YOUR BRANCH NEEDS YOU
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IN December, we started a series of online 
(Zoom) talks by branch members, 
averaging two per month. 

These have been well attended, with 
60-80 people tuning in live - more than 
would have attended a face-to-face event. 

As a bonus, the recordings on YouTube 
have also been popular, attracting over 260 
views in one case. 

My thanks to all involved.

Remaining talks 
Mar 16   White-letter Hairstreaks 
                                                 Bill Downey 
Mar 31   Big City Butterflies        Kate Merry 
Apr 20   Blue Butterflies at Box Hill 
                                              Gail Jeffcoate 
Apr 26   Black Hairstreaks in Surrey 
                                                Gareth Tilley 
Full details butterfly-conservation.org/in-
your-area/surrey-and-sw-london-
branch/zoom-talks

Zoom talks Simon Saville

Big City Butterflies Kate Merry

BC’s Head of Volunteering 
& Engagement 

EXCITING times ahead! Butterfly 
Conservation has been awarded £440,000 
from the National Lottery Heritage Fund 
to deliver an ambitious four-year project 
– Big City Butterflies. 

It will support Londoners to 
discover butterflies and moths, and 
in doing so will connect them with 
nature and their local green spaces. 

The people reached through the project 
will have opportunities to learn about 
butterflies and moths, how to seek them 
out, to enjoy them and to help them thrive 
in their neighbourhoods.  

The project will enable Butterfly 
Conservation to make important 
discoveries too. We need to understand 
more about how populations are faring in 
the capital. London butterflies and moths 
are under-recorded, and we will provide 
training opportunities to equip a new wave 
of urban recorders in the heart of the city. 

Through May Webber’s development 
work for the project in 2019, we identified 
a network of sites across inner London 
on which to focus our activities, and we will 
continue to connect with local community 
and volunteer groups. 

We will be working with land 
managers to enhance and connect 
London’s green spaces, so that 
they can better support butterflies 
and moths. 

The project will draw on the local 
knowledge and expertise of our four 
Greater London Branches: 
Surrey & SW London, Kent & SE London, 
Herts/Middx, Cambs/Essex.  
g We hope to appoint two officers in April 
and cannot wait to get started. 
Please visit our project webpage, and 
download the project leaflet.

 Kate Merry’s Zoom talk, March 31LINK

 Big City Butterflies Project web pageLINK

Field trips 
DO come along to a Branch field trip. There is no better way to improve your butterfly 
knowledge, see new places, and make new friends. 
There are midweek and weekend dates. All are welcome, from beginner to expert. 
n If you could lead a walk, to a new or existing site, please contact Mike Weller 

https://butterfly-conservation.org/in-your-area/surrey-and-sw-london-branch/zoom-talks
https://butterfly-conservation.org/in-your-area/surrey-and-sw-london-branch/zoom-talks
https://butterfly-conservation.org/in-your-area/surrey-and-sw-london-branch/zoom-talks
https://butterfly-conservation.org/in-your-area/surrey-and-sw-london-branch/zoom-talks
https://butterfly-conservation.org/our-work/conservation-projects/england/big-city-butterflies
mailto:mike.weller@btinternet.com
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AS we reach halfway in our 
10-year UK Conservation 
Strategy and SE Regional Action 
Plan, there is good news for 
our rarest and most threatened 
species. 

Of the butterflies identified as 
highest priority in SE England, 
most are stable or have 
increased over the last five years. 

We are making good progress 
with Surrey’s four top-priority 
butterflies: we have launched a 
project for the Wood White; on the Thames 
Basin and Wealden heaths the Silver-
studded Blue and Grayling are being 
recorded more widely than ever before; 
and the Adonis Blue population remains 
small but stable. 

Over the border on Kent’s Downs, 
the Adonis Blue has been adopted as a 
key indicator species in Kent’s 25-year 
Biodiversity Strategy, which will run 
until 2045. 

Moths are also a key element in our 
conservation strategy. We have made 
progress with almost all of the highest 
priority macro-moths. Surrey has been 
confirmed in the last five years as having 
the UK’s best sites for the nationally rare 
Heart Moth and Straw Belle. 

This year we will undertake a widespread 
survey in the south of the county for the 
rare Drab Looper moth, which feeds on 
Wood Spurge. 

Common Fan-foot (despite its name, now 
very uncommon) was found again at 
Ashtead Common. Searches will also 
continue for the increasingly difficult-to-
find Silvery Arches, whose caterpillars feed 
on young birch. 

Surveys and recording are key to our 
knowing how populations are faring and 

enabling us to prioritise action. 
Surrey is now one of the best 
surveyed and recorded counties 
in the UK, thanks to the 
outstanding work of the Branch 
and its recorders. 

Every record contributes to 
the local, regional and national 
picture. A new State of UK’s 
Butterflies report, now in 
production, will present a 
comprehensive and statistically 
robust evidence-base to 
continue to inform decision 

makers at high levels. 
Thank you to everyone who records 

butterflies and moths, and to the volunteers 
and conservation organisations that deliver 
conservation action on the ground. 

The resulting gains are the result of the 
combined work of BC, our Branches and 
other volunteers and also conservation 
partners such as Natural England, National 
Trust, Wildlife Trust, Woodland Trust, 
Forestry England, Thames Basin Heaths 
Partnership, and the MOD. 

We are also working increasingly closely 
with other single-taxa organisations such as 
RSPB, Amphibian & Reptile Trust and 
Bumblebee Conservation Trust. Engaging 
private landowners and managers and even 
gardeners is also an important element in 
conservation delivery. 

Working together is essential to 
delivering the best results for all 
biodiversity in our local environment, and it 
is so often our dedicated and enthusiastic 
Butterfly Conservation volunteers that are 
inspiring people to work with us. 

We are five years into the delivery of our 
action plan. I hope the next five years 
produce lots more positive action for us to 
celebrate when we reach 2025.

Steve Wheatley BC Conservation Manager — South East

Work parties are tremendous fun: new volunteers always most welcome
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SARAH CLIFT, Senior Countryside Officer, 
finds the first BLACK Hairstreak egg ever 
recorded on Epsom Common on Dec 15. 

Bill Downey, who organised the search, 
said: “Black Hairstreak eggs are much 
harder to find than Brown – it was like 
looking for a needle in a haystack. 
“We also found quite a few Brown 
Hairstreak eggs. The egg is marked and 

Sarah has entered it on iRecord.” 
g The Black Hairstreak colony was 
discovered last year by Gareth Tilley. 
See Gareth’s Zoom talk on April 26. 
g Three field trips are planned in 
May/June during the butterfly’s short 
flight season. 
g Photos: Ken & Gillian Elsom

This presumed release is unauthorised and not supported by Butterfly Conservation.

BC officer Start Duration Main funding

Two officers, London 2021-04 4 years to 2024 NLHF £440,000

Fiona Haynes 2019-10 3 years to 2022 NLHF £93,000

Steve Bolton 2019-09 2 years to 2021 PPL Dream Fund £1,000,000

NLHF National Lottery Heritage Fund; PPL People's Postcode Lottery

Chiddingfold Forest & Surrey/Sussex borders

Small Blue Project Bill Downey: continuing the work of the Stepping Stones Project (2017-19)
Oaken Wood (Branch reserve) Steve Wheatley & Fiona Haynes

London Wildlife Trust, in partnership with BC & NH Museum: South Croydon & Bromley

Conservation projects
Big City Butterflies

Brilliant Butterflies

Saving the Wood White in the South East
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“Brilliant Butterflies” is a 2-year 
project to Aug 2021 on 
chalk grassland in SE London 

TO date the project has 
worked with contractors and 
volunteers to restore 20.2ha of 
chalk grassland habitat, the 
equivalent of 50% of our 
target. We have recruited 39 
regular volunteers. 

Work has included meadow 
cutting, scrape maintenance, 
stock-fence replacement and 
scrape and bank creation at 
Hutchinson’s Bank. 

Working with local volunteer Martin 
Wills, three horseshoe-shaped banks were 

designed to extend an existing 
scrape. In order to keep down 
costs, and create large banks, 
topsoil was removed first and 
used to form the base of the 
banks. A further layer of 
subsoil was added. Green hay 
will be spread from a nearby 
donor-site to introduce a 
suitable seed source. 

The scale of the banks will 
provide new low maintenance 
habitat for the long term and a 

good variety of micro-climate conditions to 
support butterflies. 

Across the project area we have engaged 
with local communities on our volunteering 

Brilliant Butterflies Steve Bolton, Project Officer

One of three banks, and surviving bench, created at Hutchinson’s Bank. SB
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THE Brilliant Butterflies project won a 
Defra Bees’ Needs award in 2020 
for demonstrating efforts to make positive 
changes and to encourage and increase 
pollinator friendly habitats and/or food 
sources. 

Projects were judged on their dedication 
to supporting pollinators; innovation and 
creativity; raising awareness of Bees’ Needs 
to others and beneficial impact to 
pollinators.

Brilliant Butterflies award

 More detailsLINK

 1 London Wildlife Trust 2 Butterfly ConservationBRILLIANT BUTTERFLIES WEBPAGES

Planting plugs at Sanderstead Recreation Ground. SB
programme, our citizen-science training 
programme and nature-based activities. 

We are working with local residents to 
spread the word of the value of chalk 
grassland in London. With the impact of 
Covid-19, some elements of our activities 
have been on hold or moved to online 
delivery. We have however been 
progressing on habitat restoration and 
creation work. 

Since the last Skipper update, we have 
completed six new habitat creation schemes 
in Croydon greenspaces. The soil inversion 
technique was used at Sanderstead 
Recreation, Higher Drive Recreation and 
The Green on Featherbed Lane. 

The process involves removing the 
topsoil, which is then turned over and 
buried under a layer of subsoil. This reduces 
the nutrients to encourage the appropriate 

flora and foodplants for butterflies and 
other invertebrates. 

We have been finalising plans with a 
number of community groups to deliver 
further habitat creation sites in Croydon 
and Bromley and will be offering free 
training workshops in butterfly 
identification and recording. 

Maintenance and monitoring guidance 
has been developed so community groups 
can continue to look after the sites in the 
future. The engagement team have been 
delivering a series of online talks and events 
called Wild Wednesday, which includes a 
live moth trapping event. 

As restrictions are eased we will be able 
to deliver more activities in person which 
we are all looking forward to! For more 
information and volunteering opportunities 
please visit our webpage.

https://www.bumblebeeconservation.org/bees-needs/
https://www.wildlondon.org.uk/brilliant-butterflies
https://butterfly-conservation.org/our-work/conservation-projects/england/brilliant-butterflies
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“Saving the Wood White” runs 
for three years to Oct 2022 

WE are now at the halfway 
point of the project which I 
find hard to believe! It has 
been a frustrating winter for 
everyone, and some of our 
plans had to be put on hold. 

We have however had some 
great work parties. We have 
also cracked on with some 
contractor works; attended site 
meetings; met with contractors doing works 
for Forestry England; and contacted more 
landowners. 

Back in mid-October I hired a turf-cutter 
again to create Wood White flower strips. 
With hindsight I wish we had done this in 
September – my arms did not recover for a 
couple of weeks! The ground was good for 
pottery but not so good for pushing a big 
machine through. 

Anyway, thanks to the volunteers and 
their expertise with fixing the machine on 
the last day, we created around 150 square 
metres of bare ground over six more sites, 
and sowed seeds straight away with our 
Wealden seed mix. We will definitely do 
this a bit earlier in the season this year. 

Parties at Oaken Wood were well 
attended: we worked on the rotational 
ride-cutting around Berkeley Square (for 
those in the know) as well as the Bracken 
area and western ditches. We were 
removing scrub and sedges to enable Wood 

White food and nectar plants 
to proliferate. 

Triangle Meadow at Tugley 
Wood has also had more 
attention. We have reduced the 
scrub and scythed some areas 
to keep a mosaic of conditions 
suitable for Dingy Skipper, 
Wood White and other species. 

Similar tasks have taken 
place at Lagfold Copse, 
Fisherlane Wood and Stroud 
Wood, the latter being an 

isolated colony site outside Grayswood. 
We purchased 500 plug plants and have 

planted 300 of these at Park Copse, close to 
Sidney Wood. This privately-owned site has 
a promising open central ride. The rest of 
the plants have gone in at Rumbolds Copse 
in Plaistow, and three local gardens. 

We came up with a great solution for 
protecting these young plug plants cheaply 
(see picture), and hope it stops them being 
nibbled and trampled while they are young. 

Contractors have worked at Weald 
Barkfold Copse. This site links Oaken Wood 
with Hog Wood, and we have enlarged the 
sunny glade we created there last year. The 
area has been seeded with seed of the food 
plants that we collected in September. 

Forestry England have been busy in 
Chiddingfold Forest this winter. Stroud 
Wood has had extensive ride widening 
works carried out recently by contractors, 
as has Ash Park at Plaistow. 

Saving the Wood White Fiona Haynes, Project Officer

Work party at Triangle Meadow, Tugley Wood, in October. Ken Elsom



I hope that the seed we have sown starts 
germinating soon, and am looking forward to 
getting back out with volunteers. We have a lot 
of plans for many sites, plus surveys and 
training events. 

I am particularly looking forward to 
surveying Butcherlands Sussex Wildlife Trust, 
near Ebernoe. This is an exciting rewilding 
project that seems to be full of potential. 
g A huge thank you to all who have been 
involved so far. Please get in touch for more 
details or to join the project mailing list: 
fhaynes@butterfly-conservation.org 
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Protection for the plug plants at 
Park Copse. FH

WE managed to hold work 
parties from September until 
November, but there was no 
work at all this season on 
National Trust or Surrey 
Wildlife Trust sites. 

The problem was finding 
sites where we could get 
permission. 

Fortunately, the Albury 
Estate were fine, and we 
worked at Newlands Corner, 
the Art Installation site and Albury 
Vineyard. Additional days were held at 
The Mount and a site close to Farnham. 

The management at Shere Woodlands 
was taken over by Surrey County Council 
from the Surrey Wildlife Trust and contact 
made with their two new members of staff. 
This enabled us to run two days at Netley 
Plantation – a site colonised by the Small 
Blue in 2020. 

Our proposal to plant Kidney Vetch on 
the Sheepleas SSSI has been approved by 
the Surrey Wildlife Trust and Natural 
England, although the work has not yet 
been carried out. 

Sheepleas was historically a Small Blue 
site and the species is close by, so if the 
plant can be re-established there is every 

chance of colonisation. 
There is now hope that some 

activities can resume from 
March 29: lot of catching up 
will be needed. 

The re-seeding of existing 
Small Blue sites was going well 
– until lockdown 3 intervened. 
At sites visited there was 
evidence of good germination 
and the spreading of existing 
patches of Kidney Vetch. 

As reported in the autumn Skipper, 
several Small Blue colonies expanded in 
2020 and a number of new sites were 
colonised. We we are hopeful that this 
will continue. 

The branch tools were redistributed, 
either with the Small Blue Project based at 
Landbarn Farm or with Fiona Haynes for 
Saving the Wood White. Many thanks to 
Peter Camber for his van driving.  

Many thanks to all conservation 
volunteers and scrape stewards for their 
continued efforts and support. If you would 
like to receive information on forthcoming 
work parties and other events, please join 
our mailing list. 

Small Blue Project Bill Downey

 Work parties mail listLINK

 Project webpageLINK

http://eepurl.com/ds7MaP
https://butterfly-conservation.org/our-work/conservation-projects/england/saving-the-wood-white-butterfly-in-the-south-east
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The final number of transect routes returning data 
in 2020 was 114 (128 in 2019) and 150,000+ 
butterflies were recorded. Given the exceptional 
circumstances this was an excellent achievement. 

At this time of year, January to the end of March, 
I would normally be addressing changes, sorting 
new routes or training new walkers. This is not 
possible at present and when Covid restrictions are 
lifted there will be a backlog. 

Much of the catching up will have to take place 
during the season, when surveying and other 
activities take priority. Even without additional 

Transects Bill Downey

2013 47 72 930 72,100
2014 59 87 1,338 83,900
2015 82 103 1,653 103,200
2016 93 115 1,879 102,900
2017 105 115 2,135 176,000
2018 120 152 2,475 212,100
2019 128 157 2,647 224,500
2020 114 122 2,065 150,700

Surrey transects 2013+
WalksWalkers ButterfliesTransects

received

lockdowns, it may take two years to return 
to the level of recording in 2019. 

My priority this year will be to fill gaps at 
existing routes. Top of the list are 
Sheepleas, The Mount, Tooting Common, 
Witley Common and Whitmoor Commons, 
although I do have replacements in the 
pipeline for some of these. 

In London there are possible new routes 
at Ham Lands North, Modern Park and 
Beddington Farmlands. 
g An additional retiree is Mike Lawn, who 
has walked the transect at Witley Common 
since 2014. Many thanks, Mike. 

Walking a transect 
A TRANSECT is a fixed-route, weekly 
walk, typically 1–3km, lasting 30–90 mins. 

Volunteers record butterflies in a 5m 
band in suitable weather in the 26 weeks 
Apr–Sep, 10.45–15.45. Data is managed by 
the UK Butterfly Monitoring Scheme 

If you would like to walk a transect 
or help with an existing one (many are 
shared), please email Bill Downey

Surrey transect data (spreadsheets) 
is on our website’s Transects page: 
n Sort by species to see their 

sites & flight periods. 
n Sort by sites to see their species. 
n Transect walkers: sort by walker 

to see your own records at a glance. 
Also Wider Countryside Butterfly Survey

More Surrey transect data: pages 21-27

Hutchinson's Bank 36 Oaken Wood, Chiddingfold 30 Selsdon Wood 29
Denbies Landbarn 32 Whistlers Steep 30 Sheepleas 29
Headley Warren 32 Ashtead Common 29 Blatchford Down 28
Chipstead & Fames Rough 31 Brockham Limeworks 29 Box Hill Viewpoint 28
Langley Vale Wood 31 Juniper Hill, Epsom Downs 29 Colekitchen 28
Chapel Bank 30 New Hill, Coulsdon 29 Newlands Corner East 28
Merrow Downs 30 Norbury Park grassland 29 Newlands Corner West 28

Transects with most species Surrey 2020

https://www.ukbms.org/
mailto:billdowney@sky.com
https://butterfly-conservation.org/in-your-area/surrey-and-sw-london-branch/transects-wcbs
https://www.ukbms.org/wcbs
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Sanctuary Homes, creators of a new social-
housing development at Gatton Grove, 
Merstham, have sponsored the printing of 
500 A2 guides to the butterflies of Surrey. 

The poster, designed by Bob Foreman, 
uses photographs of Surrey’s 41 species 

(plus Black Hairstreak) taken by Dan 
Danahar in Brighton’s Booth Museum. 
g If you would like a copy for educational 
or promotional purposes, please contact 
surreybranch@gmail.com 
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AS 2020 dawned, I could never have 
imagined how my butterfly year was 
destined to change and how much 
everybody’s wings were going to be 
clipped. Within just a few months we 
were like moths in a trap. 

Even when the spring edition of 
Surrey Skipper was published it 
contained no hint of the impact that 
the coronavirus pandemic was 
already starting to have on us, and 
there, in print, was our programme of 
field trips commendably put together 
by Mike Weller. The first was 
scheduled for Ham Lands on April 
22, but even before that date we were 
severely restricted in our movements 
and it came as no surprise when the 
entire programme was suspended. 

Like many others, my own forays were 
restricted initially to where I could walk 
from home, with the added bonus of 
whatever specimens would visit my garden. 
Later I ventured further afield and one of 
the joys of spring was to see so many 
Orange-tips, but Dingy and Grizzled 
Skippers were beyond my permitted limits. 

A few people did turn up at the appointed 
locations and dates to do their own 
unofficial trips. After making a solo trip for 
Small Blues at Howell Hill on June 6, 
I encountered two other members at 
Fairmile Common on June 16, when we saw 
plentiful Silver-studded Blues in the rain. 

I am merely a butterfly enthusiast, so it 
must have been still more of a deprivation 
for the many transect walkers, recorders 
and project volunteers to be grounded for 
part of the year. 

Restrictions were partially lifted after the 
initial lockdown, and I was able to get into 
my “patch” of Richmond Park and feast 
firstly on the sight of Green Hairstreaks and 
later on most of our summer butterflies, 
including Clouded Yellow. A solo trip to 

Bookham Common ensured a sighting of a 
Purple Emperor. 

Without the incentive of a field trip, 
I missed out on Grayling, but eventually, on 
July 11, the first field trip – socially 
distanced of course – took place at Walton 
Downs and Juniper Hill. A dozen wary 
individuals split into two groups for safety 
reasons and had an enjoyable afternoon. 
I missed most of the remaining field trips 
for personal reasons or cancellations. 

Chance sightings of Brown and White-
letter Hairstreaks ensured that my count for 
the year was surprisingly good, but though 
I encountered other members on Epsom 
Common I never saw the newly discovered 
Black Hairstreaks there. With the passing of 
August, the field trip calendar had closed 
and the season was drawing to an end. 

A virtual AGM on November 7 replaced 
the usual social gathering comprising AGM 
and Members’ Open Day, thus ending a 
surreal year. Three days earlier at 
Winkworth Arboretum, however, I 
witnessed a Comma sunning itself on a 
flowering shrub, proof that it was as full and 
eventful a year as ever for butterflies, albeit 
not for us.

Surreal year Nigel Jackman

Green Hairstreak, Richmond Park. NJ
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Mindful of Butterflies 
INTO the woodlands where Emperors take charge 
Along the lush hedgerows with Skippers at Large 
Ladies well Painted and Yellows in Clouds 
Oh how I love to escape from the crowds. 

ONTO the Meadows with Browns all around 
Gatekeepers, Coppers and Brimstones abound 
Fritillaries are Pearls, such a good find 
A rural retreat for our peace of mind. 

HEATHLANDS are special, especially in summer 
The butterflies there, unlike any other 
We Study the Blues and Grays on the Ling 
The wide-open spaces make our hearts sing. 

BROWNFIELDS are brilliant, such a surprise 
Dingy and Grizzled a sight for sore eyes 
Common Blue females in so many shades 
The fresh air is bracing, our worries will fade. 

THE DOWNS have Adonis, his fragile domain 
A sparkle of Blue, but sometimes it rains 
The clouds will disperse, the sun will soon shine 
We can then reassemble and banish bad times. 
FK

week number

VISITS to our Branch 
website so far this year have 
been much higher than 
usual, thanks to our online 
talks programme. 

Unique visits topped 800 
when the programme was 
announced in week 2. 

Last year’s highest spring 
total was 909 in week 12, 
when the Skipper was 
published online. 

Visits reached 1,000 last 
year in the first week of July, 
coinciding with the peak 
butterfly period. 
g Chart shows total of 
unique weekly visits to each 
Surrey page, including 
home page plus sub-pages. 

 

Red 2021 
Black 2020

Branch website Francis Kelly

 butterfly-conservation.org/surreyLINK

https://butterfly-conservation.org/in-your-area/surrey-and-sw-london-branch
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iRecord is our recommended recording platform 
via their website or iRecord Butterflies app. 

Records sent to iRecord, plus those sent to BC’s own 
recording portal at www.butterflyrecording.org, 
are all viewable at www.brc.ac.uk/irecord 
g Thank you to the 580 recorders who submitted 11,000 
Surrey butterfly records to iRecord in 2020. 
g More details, including how to create filters, 
are on our website’s Recording page. 
g Our website’s Sightings page is for first/unusual records.  Surrey RecordingLINK

 iRecordLINK

iRecorders iRecords
2013 32 344
2014 116 1,004
2015 159 3,182
2016 230 4,247
2017 333 7,214
2018 322 6,434
2019 443 6,534
2020 580 10,977

Put a spring 
in your step

£16 (+ £3 p & p) from surreywildlifetrust.org/shop

An essential reference for 
anyone with any interest 
in Surrey’s wildlife. 
And at only £16 it is 
an absolute bargain. 

Steve Chastell, Chair 
Surrey Bird Club Fewer th

an 50 co
pies le

ft

 iRecord Butterflies appLINK

https://butterfly-conservation.org/in-your-area/surrey-and-sw-london-branch/recording-in-surrey-sw-london
http://www.brc.ac.uk/irecord/home
https://www.surreywildlifetrust.org/shop#!/Butterflies-of-Surrey-Revisited/p/116649747/category=31407261
https://butterfly-conservation.org/our-work/recording-and-monitoring/irecord-butterflies
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Field trips Mike Weller

FIELD trips are open to branch members and their guests. 
Booking is not required. Non-members are welcome 
but should contact the leader in advance. 

Unless stated otherwise, walks start at 11.00, lasting until 
mid-afternoon. Lunch, drinks, walking boots, hat, sunscreen 
& close-focusing binoculars are advised. 

Postcode & grid reference indicate meeting place. 
NO DOGS PLEASE 

n   Prior to May 17, when gathering restrictions are due to 
be eased, party will be split into groups of six. 

APRIL 
29 Thu MORNING ONLY Ham Lands TW10 7RS, TQ169731: car park south of Thames 

at north end of Ham Street, Petersham. Early flyers Leader: MB 

MAY 
5 Wed Sheepleas, West Horsley KT24 6AN, TQ088525: car park behind 

St Mary’s church, south of A246 between East & West Horsley. 
Spring Skippers, Green Hairstreak, Vanessids CH 

9 Sun MORNING ONLY Newdigate Brickworks RH5 5DN, TQ20324260: 
SWT car park. Coming south along Hogspudding Lane (aka New Barn Lane), 
turn first left into Mulberry Place then keep left. Spring Skippers, Green Hs RS 

12 Wed Hutchinson’s Bank CR0 9AD, TQ377619: Farleigh Dean Crescent, east of 
Featherbed Lane, 1.5km south of A2022. Spring Skippers, Green Hairstreak MB 

16 Sun Denbies Hillside RH5 6SR, TQ141503: Ranmore NT car park east. 
STEEP! Spring Skippers & Blues, Green Hairstreak RE 

20 Thu Sidney Wood GU6 8JG, TQ02673526: 
car park on south side of Dunsfold Road, 1m west of A281 Alfold Crossways; 
afternoon car share to Oaken Wood. Spring Skippers, Wood White MW 

23 Sun Norbury Park KT23 4BP, TQ146543: cul-de-sac end of Downs Way, 
Great Bookham, south of A246 Leatherhead—Guildford road. 
Park considerately in residential road. Downland species MW 

26 Wed Hutchinson’s Bank: see May 12. Spring butterflies MB 

27 Thu 10.30 MORNING ONLY Epsom Common KT18 7TR, TQ182611: 
Stew Ponds car park, south of Christ Church Rd. Black Hairstreak AG 

30 Sun Denbies Hillside: see May 16. Adonis Blue MW 

Cancelled/postponed dates will be posted on www.butterfly-conservation.org/surrey

EMERGENCY Call 112, wait 1 min. If no reception, turn round and retry. 
If still no contact, text 112 (requires pre-registration)

https://butterfly-conservation.org/in-your-area/surrey-and-sw-london-branch
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JUNE 
2 Wed Merrow & Pewley Downs GU1 2QP, TQ022499: car park on right at top of 

High Path Rd or Grove Rd, off A246 Epsom Rd. Small Blue CH 

3 Thu 10.30 MORNING ONLY Epsom Common: see May 27. Black Hairstreak RS 

5 Sat 10.30 MORNING ONLY Howell Hill SM2 7HS, TQ236622: 
St Paul’s church at roundabout junction of A232 & Northey Avenue, Cheam. 
Park considerately in residential roads. Small Blue MW 

8 Tue 10.30 MORNING ONLY Ditchling Common, Burgess Hill BN6 8SQ, TQ335181: 
car park on B2113, Folders Lane East, 400m east of B2112. Black Hairstreak RS 

10 Thu 10.30 MORNING ONLY Epsom Common: see May 27. Black Hairstreak MW 

15 Tue 10.30 MORNING ONLY Fairmile Common KT11 1BG, TQ12089 61764: 
Lakewood car park, EAST of A307, 2.25km NE of Cobham, south of A3 flyover. 

Silver-studded Blue MW 

16 Wed 10.30 MORNING ONLY Roundshaw Downs CR8 3QL, TQ305628: Plough Lane, 
north of Foresters Drive, Wallington; park on street. Skippers & Browns DW 

17 Thu 10.30 MORNING ONLY Tooting Common SW16 1RR, TQ28881 71827: 
outside Athletics Track, Tooting Bec Rd (A214), opposite Dr Johnson Ave. 
Tube: Tooting Bec 1km, with regular bus service; Train: Balham or Streatham. 
Public transport recommended but car parks on Dr Johnson Ave & 
Tooting Bec Lido (1km on A214). White-letter Hairstreak AW 

20 Sun Box Hill KT20 7LB, TQ179513: NT car park opposite shop. 
Beware cyclists! Dark Green Fritillary, orchids DW 

22 Tue Dawney Heath & Basingstoke Canal GU24 0JE, SU946560: Avenue de Cagny, 
Pirbright Green, 1.5km walk from Brookwood Station. Silver-studded Blue, 
then Dragons/Damsels. Joint trip with British Dragonfly Society FK 

23 Wed St Martha’s & Newlands Corner GU5 9BQ, TQ035485: 
car park east of St Martha’s Hill, Guildford Lane. Via Albury: north of A248; 
via Guildford: south of White Lane. Dark Green Fritillary, Marbled White RS 

24 Thu Whitmoor Common GU3 3RN, SU987542: car park by Jolly Farmer pub. 
From A3 southbound, take Burpham/Merrow exit. 
From A320, north of Guildford, take Burdenshott Rd NW for 1km. 
Silver-studded Blue, Silver-washed Fritillary, White Admiral FK 

27 Sun Bookham Common KT23 3JG, TQ130557: NT Tunnel car park, 
north of Church Rd, 200m east of Bookham railway station. 
Purple Emperor, Silver-washed Fritillary, White Admiral MW 

29 Tue Norbury Park: see May 23, note meeting point. Down/woodland species MW 

Field trips are on the Surreybranch Google calendar. 
Use link below to share to your own calendar. 

https://calendar.google.com/calendar/b/1?cid=c3VycmV5YnJhbmNoQGdtYWlsLmNvbQ
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30 Wed 10.30 Knepp Wildland RH13 8NN, TQ15642034: 
Swallows Lane, Dial Post, West Sussex, 22 miles sth of Dorking. 
Directions: from A24, 2m south of A272, turn right across the dual carriageway 
into Worthing Rd; after 500m turn sharp right into Swallows Lane. 
Meet in Purple Emperor car park (£5, incl. map), which is 200m on right, 
opposite entrance to New Barn Farm. 

 www.kneppsafaris.co.uk: then Info, Purple Emperor parking RS 

CAR SHARE: meet 9.30 Ryka’s car park RH5 6BY, Burford Bridge roundabout on 
A24 below Box Hill. Please arrange with Mike Weller before Tue 29th. 

JULY 
1 Thu 10.30 MORNING ONLY Epsom Common KT18 7TR, TQ182611: Stew Ponds 

car park, south of Christ Church Rd. Purple Emperor, White Admiral AG 

4 Sun Holmwood Common RH5 4DT, TQ182463: Scammels car park on brow of hill, 
west of Blackbrook Rd (Dorking-Newdigate). Purple Hairstreak 
14.00 Inholms Clay Pit RH5 4TU, TQ175474: park in Holmbury Drive. MW 

6 Tue Sheepleas, West Horsley: see May 5. Purple Emperor CH 

7 Wed 10.30 MORNING ONLY Nonsuch Park, Cheam SM3 8DP, TQ236634: 
The Avenue car park, west of A232 junction. White-letter Hairstreak KO 

8 Thu Ashtead Common KT21 2DU, TQ179589: Ashtead Common estate office; go over 
level crossing at Ashtead railway station, then left 200m along Woodfield Rd. 
Park considerately before level crossing or at far end of Woodfield Rd. 
Purple Emperor, White Admiral MW 

10 Sat 14.00 Walton Downs & Juniper Hill, Epsom KT18 5PP, TQ222578: 
large car park inside racecourse, SE corner. Cross the racecourse east of 
grandstand at junction of Tattenham Corner Rd & Old London Rd; 
follow the track round. Chalkhill Blue, Dark Green Fritillary MW 

11 Sun Hutchinson’s Bank: see May 12. Dark Green Fritillary MB 

14 Wed Broadstreet Common GU2 8LW, SU968509: Hartshill, Park Barn, Guildford. 
From A323 Aldershot Rd turn west into Broad Street (heading towards 
Wood Street village); after 250m, 2nd-left — Broadacres; 
1st right — Wood Rise; keep right at roundabout into Barnwood Rd; 
turn right at T-junction into Cabell Rd; 1st right into Hartshill. 
Park in residential street. Grass/woodland species, Purple & WL Hairstreaks FK 

17 Sat Headley Heath KT18 6NN, TQ204538: Main (not Brimmer) car park, 
west of B2033 Headley Common Rd, 200m south of Leech Lane. STEEP. 
Purple Emperor, Small Copper, Silver-spotted Skipper CH 

LINK

Leaders 
Malcolm Bridge..07806 253331, 020 8289 3839 
Robert Edmondson ................01306 885085 
Alison Gilry..........................07736 962466 
Clive Huggins ....07952 964253, 020 8942 7846 

Francis Kelly......07952 285661, 01483 278432 
Ken Owen ..........................07715 350368 
Richard Stephens 07815 444166, 01342 892022 
Dave Warburton....................07736 338366 
Mike Weller ......07918 171179, 01306 882097 
Alan Wilkinson......................07766 992800

https://www.kneppsafaris.co.uk/
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22 Thu Great Train Journey East: VERY STEEP! 
dep Dorking DEEPDENE 9.31, arr Betchworth 9.35 (you could join here). 
Times subject to confirmation. PLEASE CHECK 
6km return walk via Betchworth & Brockham Chalk Pits and Box Hill Dukes. 
End at Stepping Stones NT car park (RH5 6AE, TQ171513), 
600m south of Burford Bridge roundabout, east of A24. 
We advise to park here and walk 1.4km (15min) south along A24, 
past Dorking Main, to Deepdene Station. 
25+ species, incl. Silver-spotted Skipper, Chalkhill Blue MW 

24 Sat 10.30 ‘Vale End’, Tillingbourne Valley, St Martha’s Hill, Albury Downs 
GU5 9BE, TQ04374789: we are invited to Vale End, home of Daphne and the late 
John Foulsham, north side of Chilworth Rd (A248), 0.5km west of Albury. 
Park in field opposite on south side. After coffee & biscuits we wander along the 
Tillingbourne Valley then steeply up onto Albury Downs; 
return downhill for tea & cakes. End 4pm. Chalkhill Blue MW 

28 Wed Dawney Heath & Brookwood Cemetery: see Jun 22. Grayling FK 

29 Thu Reigate & Colley Hills RH2 9RP, TQ263523: 400m SE of M25 J8; from A217 
(no right turn) take 1st-left towards Gatton — NT car park is immediately 
signposted. Silver-spotted Skipper, Chalkhill Blue, Wall Brown? KO 

31 Sat Great Train Journey West: VERY STEEP! 
dep Dorking DEEPDENE 9.12, arr Gomshall 9.21 (you could join here). 
Times subject to confirmation. PLEASE CHECK 
10km return walk over some of the finest butterfly country on the Downs. RS 
Parking options: 
1 Dorking Main station (RH4 1TF, TQ170503), 250m north of Deepdene, £3+. 
2 Ashcombe Road (limited number at west end: RH4 1NB, TQ161500) is on return 
route, 1.3km (15 min) west of Deepdene: cross A24 via underpass, turn right. 
3 A few places may be available at entrance to Denbies Vinery, 
off Cycle Sculpture roundabout, 600m north of station. 

AUGUST 
8 Sun Box Hill: see Jun 20: STEEP walk to Lower Viewpoint & Dukes. 

Adonis Blue, Silver-spotted Skipper RE 

10 Tue Denbies Hillside: see May 16: STEEP! Adonis Blue, Silver-spotted Skipper RE 

12 Thu 10.30 MORNING ONLY Bookham Common: see Jun 27. Brown Hairstreak MW 

17 Tue 14.00 Bookham Common: repeat of previous week’s visit. Brown Hairstreak CH 

19 Thu 10.30 MORNING ONLY Newdigate Brickworks: see May 9. Brown Hairstreak RS 

22 Sun Merrow & Pewley Downs: see Jun 2. Brown Hairstreak CH 

25 Wed Little Mead, Cranleigh GU6 8LT, TQ04603985: Notcutts Garden Centre, 
B2128 Guildford Rd, 1.2km NW of village. Brown Hairstreak FK 

Hutchinson’s Bank non-BC walks 
Sundays 11.00. Apr 25 
May 2, 9, 16, 23, 30; Jun 6, 13, 20, 27

Meet junction of Featherbed Lane 
& Farleigh Dean Crescent. 
Leaders Martin Wills, Malcolm Bridge et al.
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Wider Countryside Butterfly Survey Bill Downey

Monad Location Walker Monad Location Walker
SU8736 Hindhead Lesley Benson TQ1662 Chessington Pamela Harwood
SU8737 Beacon Hill TQ2042 Newdigate Jo Hurren
SU8748 Badshot Lea Clare Grindrod TQ2059 Epsom Janet Cheney
SU8960 Camberley TQ2355 Tadworth Nicola Sainsbury
SU9038 Thursley Harry Clarke TQ2562 Belmont Morag Loader
SU9047 Seale TQ2654 Mugswell Janet Cheney
SU9133 Haslemere TQ2657 Banstead Woods Alison Gilry
SU9150 Ash Green TQ2759 Woodmansterne Morag Loader
SU9351 Normandy TQ2868 Mitcham
SU9364 Windlesham TQ3045 Salfords Lucy Halahan
SU9647 Compton Gill Hanson TQ3069 Norbury
SU9760 Chobham TQ3079 Westminster Danielle Wagner
SU9863 Chobham Common Paul Wheeler TQ3269 Upper Norwood Mike Pearce
SU9951 Guildford TQ3279 Borough Janet Cheney
TQ0071 Runnymede TQ3354 South Caterham
TQ0543 Winterfold TQ3377 Southwark
TQ0944 Peaslake Keith Lelliott TQ3378 Bermondsey Simon Saville
TQ0960 Cobham Roz Szanto TQ3559 Hamsey Green David Gough
TQ1144 Holmbury St Mary Bill Downey TQ3566 Shirley Malcolm Bridge
TQ1247 Wotton Graham Revill TQ4352 Limpsfield Chart Jim Yeeles
TQ1354 Great Bookham Harry Clarke

WCBS monitors butterfly abundance in the 
wider countryside in fixed monads away 
from hot-spots. Surrey has 41. 

The survey requires one 2km walk in each 
of the four months, May-August. It is ideal 
for recorders unable to commit to a 

weekly transect. If you would like to 
volunteer for one of the vacant monads, 
please contact Bill Downey 
g You may also be interested in: 

www.gardenbutterflysurvey.org 

UKBMS abundance index

Adonis Blue 
Denbies Hillside 

Red: trend at this site Black: national trend

The UK Butterfly Monitoring 
Scheme website has thousands of 
annual abundance index charts, 
covering every species at every 
transect site. Some go back to the 
start of the scheme in 1976. 

The example shows the 
Adonis Blue abundance trend 
at Denbies Hillside, 1988-2019. 
n The annual index is a statistical 
calculation of relative rather than 
actual abundance.

 www.ukbms.org/Sites.aspxLINK

https://www.gardenbutterflysurvey.org/
http://www.ukbms.org/Sites.aspx
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Week number 1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 11 12 13 14 15 16 17 18 19 20 21 22 23 24 25 26

1 8 15 22 29 6 13 20 27 3 10 17 24 1 8 15 22 29 5 12 19 26 2 9 16 23
Brimstone 32 28 38 44 46 48 24 25 15 4 12 6 13 17 27 46 20 19 6 3 3 2 3 10 3 1

Peacock 21 23 18 30 7 13 7 5 2 2 2 2 2 21 35 17 10 9 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1

Sm Tort'shell 10 7 16 6 1 5 1 2 10 12 38 40 27 14 3 2 3 1 3 1 1 1 1

Comma 5 5 4 2 3 5 2 3 6 1 6 13 12 29 12 28 16 15 4 4 3 2 3 3 1 1

Orange-tip 4 12 30 9 12 21 8 8 2 1

Small White 4 10 14 16 16 24 17 16 8 6 10 29 17 51 57 42 39 23 33 21 27 26 18 26 21 16

Red Admiral 3 2 2 2 2 2 1 3 2 2 11 5 16 9 15 15 3 1 2 2 5 3 2 11 1

Holly Blue 1 6 9 10 3 7 11 6 4 3 3 3 2 9 14 10 13 12 8 5 10 2 4 2 1

Speck Wood 1 4 9 5 4 10 7 14 15 13 6 8 13 23 14 41 16 19 27 25 24 38 18 21 16 11

GV White 1 1 7 6 9 8 8 5 7 4 2 14 12 29 15 26 20 35 6 10 15 7 19 8 7 2

Grizzled Skip 3 8 20 6 6 6 5 4 1 2

Large White 2 4 8 9 6 10 5 6 3 10 26 10 19 30 20 27 15 21 5 13 8 7 4 14 9

Green Hstreak 1 3 3 3 6 7 5 8 3 2

Dingy Skip 13 45 48 37 42 30 17 3 1 1 2 2 1 2 1

Wood White 2 6 11 12 47 29 10 3 3 4 1 5 16 36 89 51 26 2 1

Small Copper 1 2 2 12 5 3 3 2 1 3 20 9 10 7 7 7 5 10 8 9 8 12 21 11

Small Heath 9 10 9 28 21 42 59 62 52 41 17 9 8 14 14 31 47 36 34 33 66 46 14

Common Blue 5 8 2 34 41 27 12 13 3 2 10 19 56 67 121 105 67 26 18 24 15 19 13

Glanville Frit 4 14 3 6 17 9 1 1 1

Small Blue 3 3 18 39 49 30 20 12 12 2 17 20 14 28 4 3 3 2

Brown Argus 3 5 8 7 2 4 1 1 3 11 14 12 20 27 9 14 12 5 15 2 5

Adonis Blue 49 61 23 2 1 1 15 19 21 24 23 7 8 3

Large Skip 1 2 11 10 20 40 37 20 20 27 25 8 5 1 1

Mead Brown 12 79 130 170 414 355 386 420 316 203 264 342 238 220 142 55 40 31 24

Painted Lady 2 1 1 1 3 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1

Silv-stud Blue 14 55 93 126 35 39 25 9 6 3 2 1 1

Dark Gn Frit 3 9 67 71 66 19 11 11 12 3 2

Marbled White 2 30 109 216 337 273 189 47 35 13 2 1

Ringlet 2 8 6 91 102 137 133 91 38 11 17 10 3 1 1

Silv-wash Frit 1 1 8 25 25 33 44 36 35 15 7 3 6 3 1

Small Skip 3 8 35 40 21 28 32 17 5 3 1

Sm/Ess Skip 3 12 15 130 143 139 59 59 23 16 9 4 1 7

Essex Skip 5 4 6 15 38 22 25 3 4 2

White Admiral 2 7 12 17 5 4 6 1 1 2

WL Hstreak 2 2 2 1 3 2 1 3 1

Purp Hstreak 1 7 20 9 26 16 16 29 7 4 2 2 1

Purp Emperor 2 1 1 1 1 1 1

Gatekeeper 6 80 155 167 263 112 74 50 40 5 4 2

Chalkhill Blue 5 24 129 304 332 283 180 65 37 12 3 1

Grayling 2 2 4 12 12 27 19 16 18 9 3 1

Brown Hstreak 2 2 1 2 2 2 3 2 3 4 7 2

Silv-spot Skip 1 3 36 71 102 43 25 9 3 2 2

Clouded Yellow 2 12 2 7 7 5 3 1 1 9 2

SEPTEMBER2020 APRIL MAY JUNE JULY AUGUST

Surrey transects top weekly single count

DESPITE the reduced number of transect 
walks, especially in the spring, SEVEN 
Surrey butterflies beat or equalled their top 
single count of the 21st century in 2020 
(see figures in red on next page).

Notably, Silver-spotted Skippers topped a 
century at Headley Warren in August. 
n Purple Emperor and three Hairstreaks 
(Brown, Purple, White-letter), being largely 
arboreal, are unsuited to transect recording.

n Glanville Fritillary is unofficial release. 
n Excludes other releases and a few unverified records with extreme dates.
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2020 Top count
 2000-19

Meadow Brown Jul 11 Leith Hill Place 420 846
Marbled White Jun 29 Tolworth Court Farm 337 737
Chalkhill Blue Jul 30 Denbies Landbarn 332 3,308
Gatekeeper Jul 30 Norbury Park grassland 263 263
Small/Essex Skipper Jun 25 Priest Hill, Ewell 143 689
Ringlet Jul 5 West End Farm, Frensham 137 412
Silver-studded Blue Jun 22 Farnham Heath 126 268
Common Blue Jul 31 Chipstead Downs & Fames Rough 121 454
Silver-spotted Skipper Aug 10 Headley Warren 102 99
Wood White Jul 28 Chiddingfold Forest East 89 165
Dark Green Fritillary Jun 23 Box Hill Viewpoint 71 87
Small Heath Sep 10 Blatchford Down 66 175
Adonis Blue May 21 Box Hill Viewpoint 61 600
Small White Jul 12 Oxted Downs, Whistlers Steep 57 89
Small Blue May 28 Priest Hill, Ewell 49 413
Brimstone May 6 Park Downs, Banstead 48 81
Dingy Skipper May 4 Oxted Downs, Whistlers Steep 48 54
Silver-washed Fritillary Jul 12 Chiddingfold Forest West 44 73
Speckled Wood Jul 21 Stave Hill Ecology Park, Rotherhithe 41 87
Large Skipper Jun 22 Ashtead Common 40 94
Small Skipper Jun 22 Priest Hill, Ewell 40 156
Small Tortoiseshell Jun 20 Langley Vale Wood 40 47
Essex Skipper Jul 7 Ashtead Common B 38 78
Green-veined White Jul 30 The Moors Nature Reserve, Redhill 35 47
Peacock Jul 12 Sheepleas 35 32
Large White Jul 13 Quarry Hangers, Chaldon 30 147
Orange-tip Apr 19 Ashtead Common 30 26
Comma Jul 5 Langley Vale Wood 29 21
Purple Hairstreak Jul 31 Ashtead Common 29 65
Brown Argus Aug 8 Langley Vale Wood 27 139
Grayling Aug 8 Barossa & Poors Allotment 27 56
Small Copper Sep 17 Juniper Hill, Epsom Downs 21 66
Grizzled Skipper Apr 27 Oxted Downs, Whistlers Steep 20 19
White Admiral Jun 26 Bookham Common 17 26
Red Admiral Jul 3 Box Hill Zig Zag 16 30
Holly Blue Jul 12 Merrow Downs 14 28
Clouded Yellow Jul 22 Headley Warren 12 14
Green Hairstreak May 27 Chipstead Downs & Fames Rough 8 17
Brown Hairstreak Sep 21 Ashtead Common 7 6
Painted Lady Jun 24 Langley Vale Wood 3 148
White-letter Hairstreak Jul 12 Wandsworth Common Woodland 3 7
Purple Emperor Jun 23 Bookham & Chiddingfold 2 4

Red: 21st-century top
2020

Surrey transects top seasonal single count
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Transects map Surrey 2020

Circles show the 124 of Surrey’s 517 tetrads 
(2x2km) with at least part of one of the 
114 transects walked in 2020.

n Filled circle: tetrad with 2 or more transects. 
n 10x10km square = 25 tetrads = 100 monads. 

Oaken Wood 
OAKEN WOOD, founded by FC senior 
ranger Peter Beale in 1993, and our Branch 
reserve since 1995, is 12ha (30 acres) of 
wood/grassland in the south-west of 
Surrey, 2.6km south of Dunsfold. It is part 
of Forestry Commission’s 324ha 
Chiddingfold Forest. 

A 3ha extension west to Lagfold track 
was added in 2015. Our licence was 
renewed for five years in Jan 2018.

Access: SU993338, via track (usually no 
vehicular access) that runs west from 
Plaistow Rd at SU994338; GU8 4PG. 
Parking for only a few cars. 

Western (Botany Bay) entrance to 
Chiddingfold Forest is off High Street 
Green at SU978348; GU8 4YA. Parking 
here is slightly easier; beware roadside 
ditches! Oaken Wood is 2.5km to the east. 
n Volunteers are invited to our winter 
work parties. Please see website. 

 Oaken WoodLINK

DATES 
Mar 26 Last date to register for 

Garden Moth Scheme 
Mar 27 Herts/Middx AGM 
Mar 27 UK Butterfly Recorders meeting 
Apr 1 Transect season starts 

Jul 8-10 Moth Night 
Jul 10 n New Members’ Day, Ashtead 
Jul-Aug Big Butterfly Count 
Oct 2 AES Trade Fair: Kempton 
Nov 6 n Surrey AGM, Effingham 
Nov 13 BC National AGM, online

https://butterfly-conservation.org/our-work/reserves/oaken-wood-surrey
http://www.gardenmoths.org.uk/
https://www.hertsmiddx-butterflies.org.uk/winter2021-online_events.php
https://butterfly-conservation.org/butterflies/uk-butterfly-recorders-meeting
https://www.mothnight.info/
https://www.amentsoc.org/
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Priority species Francis Kelly

SURREY has four Highest Priority and 
10 High Priority species in BC’s 
SE Conservation Strategy. 

The charts show the top single transect 
count for the last five years. 

Brown/WL Hairstreaks and Purple 
Emperor, being largely arboreal and 
unsuited to transect recording, are omitted. 

Small Tortoiseshell, a species with 
fluctuating fortunes, is added.

Highest Priority (4) 
Adonis & Silver-studded Blue, 
Grayling, Wood White 

High Priority (10) 
Chalkhill & Small Blue, 
Dark Green Fritillary, White Admiral, 
Dingy, Grizzled & Silver-spotted Skipper, 
Purple Emperor, 
Brown & White-letter Hairstreak

16 17 18 19 20

Silver-stud Blue

16 17 18 19 20 16 17 18 19 20

Grayling

16 17 18 19 20

Wood White

16 17 18 19 20

Chalkhill Blue

16 17 18 19 20

Small Blue

16 17 18 19 20

Dark Green Frit

16 17 18 19 20

White Admiral

16 17 18 19 20

Dingy Skipper

16 17 18 19 20

Grizzled Skip

16 17 18 19 20

Silver-spot Skip

16 17 18 19 20

Sm Tort'shell

 Conservation Strategy, SE England 2016-2025LINK

g EFFINGHAM Golf Club won 
the Operation Pollinator award at the 
(virtual) Golf Environment Awards 
ceremony in December. 

Course manager Jon Budd and his team, 
with help from Butterfly Conservation and 

Surrey Wildlife Trust, transformed 21 
hectares into wildflower-rich grassland. 

The awards were offered by STRI, 
the leading sports turf consultancy. 

 More detailsLINK

https://butterfly-conservation.org/in-your-area/surrey-and-sw-london-branch/conservation
https://www.pitchcare.com/news-media/2021-golf-environment-awards-winners.html


Surrey Skipper 26 Spring 2021

Ashtead Common B 
Ashtead Common North 
Banstead Downs 
Barnes Common, 

The Orchard 
Barossa & Poors Allotment 
Bealeswood Common 
Belair Park 
Blatchford Down, Abinger 
Bookham Common 
Box Hill Dukes 
Box Hill Viewpoint 
Box Hill Zig Zag 
Brentmoor Heath 
Brentmoor Heath, 

Cuckoo Hill 
Brockham Limeworks 
Brockwell Park, Herne Hill 
Burgess Park North 
Burgess Park South 
Cannon Hill Common 
Chapel Bank, 

New Addington 
Chiddingfold Forest East 
Chiddingfold Forest South 
Chiddingfold Forest West 
Chipstead Downs & 

Fames Rough 
Chobham Common Sth 
Clandon Wood 

Natural Burial Ground 
Colekitchen 
Coulsdon Common 

Coulsdon Common, 
Merlewood Far 

Dawney's Hill Common & 
Brookwood Cemetery 

Denbies Hillside, 
Secretaries 

Denbies Hillside, Dorking 
Denbies Landbarn 
Dollypers Hill 
Dulwich Park 
Dungeon Hill 
Elstead Common 
Epsom Common 
Fairmile Common 
Farnham Park 
Foxley Wood, Purley 
Farnham Heath East 
Farnham Heath 

Tankersford 
Frensham Great Pond 
Hackhurst Down 
Ham Lands South 
Hankley Common North 
Happy Valley, Coulsdon 
Headley Warren 
Hill Park, Tatsfield 
Hogsmill LNR, Ewell 
Hogsmill Nature Trail, 

Malden Manor 
Holmwood Common 
Hooley Meadows 
Horton CP, North 
Horton CP, Epsom 

Howell Hill, Ewell 
Hutchinson's Bank 
Juniper Hill, Epsom Downs 
Kenley Common 
Langley Vale Wood 
Leg O'Mutton Reservoir, 

Barnes 
Leith Hill Place 
Lingfield Wildlife Area 
Lloyd Park, Croydon 
Manor Park, Whyteleafe 
Mare Hill Common 
Merrow Downs 
Morden Hall Park 
New Hill, Coulsdon 
Newlands Corner East 
Newlands Corner West 
Nonsuch Park 
Norbury Park grassland 
Norbury Park woodland 
Nore Hill, Woldingham 
Nower Wood, Headley 
Oaken Wood West 
Oaken Wood 
One Tree Hill & 

 Brenchley Gardens 
Oxted Downs, Gangers Hill 
Oxted Downs, 

Whistlers Steep 
Park Downs, Banstead 
Pewley Down, Guildford 
Polesden Lacey East 
Polesden Lacey Stony Rock 

Priest Hill, Ewell 
Quarry Hangers, Chaldon 
Richmond Park 
Riddlesdown Common 
Riddlesdown Quarry 
Rodborough Common 
Roundshaw Downs 
Royal & Bagmoor 

Commons, Elstead 
Runnymede 
Selsdon Wood 
Sheepleas 
Shortfield Common 
Spynes Mere 
Stave Hill Ecology Park, 

Rotherhithe 
Streatham Common 
Swan Barn Farm, 

Haslemere 
The Moors NR, Redhill 
The Mount, Guildford 
Thursley Common 
Tolworth Court Farm 
Tooting Common 
Wandsworth Common 
Warren Farm, Ewell 
West End Farm, Frensham 
West Hanger, Shere 
West Norwood Cemetery 
Wimbledon Common 
Wimbledon Common SW & 

Fishponds Wood 

The 114 transects Surrey 2020

Presence on the 114 transects Surrey 2020

Peacock 114 Green-veined White 90 Brown Hairstreak 27
Meadow Brown 113 Marbled White 90 Grizzled Skipper 26
Gatekeeper 112 Small Heath 88 Small Blue 22
Small White 112 Small Skipper 74 White Admiral 20
Large White 111 Small Tortoiseshell 74 Painted Lady 18
Speckled Wood 107 Brown Argus 61 Silver-studded Blue 14
Red Admiral 106 Essex Skipper 58 Silver-spotted Skipper 13
Comma 105 Silver-washed Fritillary 57 Adonis Blue 10
Ringlet 101 Orange-tip 55 Grayling 10
Common Blue 100 Green Hairstreak 44 White-letter Hairstreak 9
Holly Blue 100 Purple Hairstreak 40 Purple Emperor 6
Brimstone 99 Dingy Skipper 38 Wood White 5
Small/Essex Skipper 95 Dark Green Fritillary 37 Glanville Fritillary 2
Small Copper 94 Chalkhill Blue 29
Large Skipper 92 Clouded Yellow 29
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Jon Baker 
Jon Bartlett 
Paul Batham 
Anita Bathurst 
Dick Beasley 
Andrea Bessant 
Bill Bessant 
Rob Bonfield 
Alison Bosence 
Daniel Bound 
Frank Boxell 
Dave Braddock 
Ruth Bradshaw 
Matt Bramich 
Malcolm Bridge 
Peter Brown 
Philip Bryan 
Richard Burgess 
Janet Cadera 
John Cadera 
Peter Camber 
Nikki Campana 
Bryony Chapman 
Robin Charlton 
David Clark 

Cathy Clarke 
Sarah Clift 
Mayonne Coldicott 
Julia Collyer 
Geoff Combe 
Paul Cook 
Lindsay Coomber 
Graham Cotten 
Ian Cunningham 
Peter Cureton 
Peter Curnock 
Phil Darley 
Will Dartnell 
Bill Downey 
Alex Draper 
Julia Edwards 
Sarah Elliott 
Gillian Elsom 
Ken Elsom 
Ian Exton 
James Field 
Peter Fischer 
Brian Gardner 
Alison Gilry 
Karen Goldie-Morrison 

Jenny Green 
Sue Green 
Anna Guerin 
Lucy Halahan 
Colin Hall 
Jill Hall 
Philippa Hall 
Graham Harris 
Janice Harris 
Pamela Harwood 
Gordon Hay 
Pennie Hedge 
Michael Hobbs 
Gareth Hurd 
Jo Hurren 
John Ingman 
Gail Jeffcoate 
Malcolm Jennings 
Derek Jones 
Graham Kenward 
Kate Lake 
David Lamph 
Keith Lelliott 
Ian Machen 
John Madden 

Gary Margetts 
Nigel Martin 
Cathy Mead 
Sonya Miller-Smith 
Jonathan Mitchell 
Kathy Morris 
Chris Morton 
Stephen Nevard 
Peter Newmark 
Ken Owen 
Dave Page 
Mike Pearce 
Sandy Pepperell 
David Phelps 
Matt Phelps 
Geoff Pierce 
Robb Reeves 
Graham Revill 
Simon Riley 
Heather Roberts 
David Robinson 
Michael Rowland 
Julie Russ 
Nicola Sainsbury 
Simon Saville 

Peter Short 
Alan Sivell 
Brian Smith 
Jenny Sparks 
Neville Squires 
Richard Stephens 
Eloise Stradling 
Mary Stuart-Jones 
Ros Szanto 
John Tallon 
Adrian Thompson 
Dave Thomson 
Peter Trew 
Danielle Wagner 
June Wakefield 
David Warburton 
Paul Wheeler 
Alan Wilkinson 
Martin Wills 
Jim Yeeles 
Ruth Yeeles 
Bob Yeo 

Transect walkers Surrey 2020

Transect indicators

Week 1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 11 12 13 14 15 16 17 18 19 20 21 22 23 24 25 26

1 8 15 22 29 6 13 20 27 3 10 17 24 1 8 15 22 29 5 12 19 26 2 9 16 23
2013 3 12 9 9 8 4 7 1 4
2014 4 14 15 15 11 4 7 2 1 1 2
2015 1 5 7 10 11 9 14 7 4 3 3 1 1

2016 2 5 4 11 18 15 10 6 3 1 1 1

2017 10 7 19 8 8 8 11 5 8 2 1

2018 1 7 17 24 18 7 9 5 1 1 1

2019 10 16 26 21 15 12 11 8 3 2

2020 4 12 30 9 12 21 8 8 2 1

6 7 8 9 10 11 12 13 14 15 16 17 18 19 20 21 22 23 24 25 26
2013 1 43 31 40 33 11 6
2014 6 23 34 27 23 16 4 4 2

2015 2 13 31 62 43 22 10 4

2016 1 2 12 21 27 15 12 4

2017 3 2 7 13 15 37 30 32 8

2018 4 52 28 49 18 15 13 18 7

2019 11 21 44 67 38 42 29 16 2 1

2020 1 3 36 71 102 43 25 9 3 2 2

Silver-spotted Skipper

AUGUST SEPTEMBER
Orange-tip

APRIL MAY JUNE JULY

Top transect counts for Orange-tip, often the earliest emergent, and Silver-spotted Skipper, 
often the latest, may indicate an early or late year. In 2020 both species had an excellent 
season, although neither particularly early nor late. 
n   Orange-tip: the warm spring help produce the 21st century’s highest single transect 

count of 30 by Nikki Campana at Ashtead Common on Apr 19. 
n   Silver-spotted Skipper: the total of 102 by Gary Margetts at Headley Warren on 

Aug 10 was the first three-figure count this century. 
The flight season of 11 weeks was a record for this table. 
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2019 2020 Change
2,564 West Midlands 258 1,789 1,846 3.2%
2,433 Hampshire & IOW 208 1,711 1,804 5.4%
2,474 Yorkshire 265 1,728 1,779 3.0%
2,208 Upper Thames 212 1,489 1,559 4.7%
2,000 Surrey 220 1,435 1,512 5.4%
2,042 Cambs & Essex 258 1,410 1,493 5.9%
2,036 Sussex 158 1,457 1,467 0.7%
1,942 East Midlands 192 1,298 1,355 4.4%
1,847 Somerset & Bristol 176 1,282 1,341 4.6%
1,831 Kent 203 1,252 1,330 6.2%
1,622 Herts & Middlesex 156 1,144 1,195 4.5%
1,558 Devon 148 1,089 1,125 3.3%
1,462 Dorset 101 1,011 1,036 2.5%
1,396 Lancashire 163 975 1,023 4.9%
1,402 East Scotland 154 937 988 5.4%
1,358 Norfolk 106 956 968 1.3%
1,197 South Wales 137 791 845 6.8%
1,155 Cheshire & Wirral 129 781 830 6.3%

734 Gloucestershire 83 734 733 -0.1%
992 Beds & Northants 87 677 698 3.1%
981 Wiltshire 80 662 685 3.5%
891 Glasgow & SW Scot 78 628 639 1.8%
871 Suffolk 71 592 613 3.5%
830 North East 92 579 587 1.4%
805 Warwickshire 87 542 579 6.8%
819 Cornwall 74 561 571 1.8%
698 Lincolnshire 55 495 487 -1.6%
596 Cumbria 36 429 435 1.4%
517 North Wales 42 359 347 -3.3%
452 Highlands & Islands 29 330 336 1.8%
379 Northern Ireland 35 275 273 -0.7%

42,092 NATIONAL 4,093 29,398 30,479 3.7%
Totals include members of more than one branch

Individual
members New members

HOUSEHOLDS A WARM welcome to 
all new members. 

Surrey & SW London 
has moved above 
Sussex into 5th place in 
the membership league 
table of BC’s 31 UK 
branches. 

In the 12 months to 
Nov 1, 2020, Surrey 
attracted 220 new 
households but lost 
143, for a net gain of 
5.4%. 

Our 1,512 households 
include 2,000 
individual members. 

BC membership Nov 2020 Ken Owen

Social Media
OUR social media accounts are listed 
on page 2. Facebook is ideal for photos, 
Twitter for news. 
We recommend alerts.talkwalker.com 
to see Twitter mentions of @BC_Surrey

Surrey
Butterflies
Mick Rock's

group
Follow Like Follow Members

2020-03 1,188 495 534 187

2021-03 1,287 762 822 254

@BC_Surrey

Twitter Facebook
Butterfly

Conservation
in Surrey 

Branch page

 Surrey Branch social mediaLINK

https://alerts.talkwalker.com/alerts/login
https://butterfly-conservation.org/in-your-area/surrey-and-sw-london-branch/social-media
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2020 Mean Anom Hours Anom mm Anom
Jan 6.5 +1.9 56 95% 71 88%
Feb 7.0 +2.5 77 97% 130 235%
Mar 7.0 +0.2 173 151% 50 87%
Apr 10.9 +2.2 257 152% 48 111%
May 13.1 +1.1 335 166% 5 9%
Jun 15.8 +1.0 221 109% 51 100%
Jul 16.7 -0.4 210 98% 37 72%
Aug 18.9 +1.9 187 92% 76 132%
Sep 15.1 +0.6 177 118% 32 51%
Oct 11.1 +0.0 69 61% 174 186%
Nov 9.1 +1.7 60 84% 62 71%
Dec 5.5 +0.5 49 95% 117 138%
Annual 11.4 +1.1 1,870 115% 852 108%

2021 Mean Anom Hours Anom mm Anom
Jan 3.7 -0.9 35 60% 103 129%
Feb 5.3 +0.8 69 87% 51 92%

Temp C Sunshine Rainfall

Temp C Sunshine Rainfall

England SE & Central South
Surrey, London, Berks, Hants, Kent, Sussex, Wilts

Anomaly columns shows comparison with
30-year average, 1981-2010

Yellow: warm/sunny; Blue: wet
Red: year's warmest/sunniest; Black: wettest

Weather Watch
DAVID GRADIDGE 

In our area, 2020 was the 
sunniest year since 2003: 
not because of summer, but 
because March-May smashed 
all records. 1949 is still the 
sunniest year in records going 
back to 1919. 

2020 set no records for 
rainfall, being the same as 
2019. The last wet year was 
2014, but winter (to Feb 2020) 
was close to being in the top 10. 
Records now go back to 1862, 
making it a bit trying to 
examine the data.  

Mean temperature is 
something different (look up 
the difference between mean 
and average): records now go 
back to 1884. The first “warm” 
year in the series was 1921 at 
10.73C, not matched until 1949 
and only exceeded in 1990. 
That figure was now been 
exceeded 17 times in the last 30 
years, with 2014 at 11.49C. 

The curious thing about 2020 
was that only three months 
made it into the top 10, but the 
year as a whole was the second 
warmest on record.  

What did that do to the 
butterflies? On Banstead 
Downs and Park Downs, there 
were incredible transect counts 
for Dark Green Fritillary. 

And who would have thought that on Park Downs the 
most “common” skipper would be Silver-spotted? 

This year has seen some extraordinary events and not 
just in the UK.: the Thames frozen over at Teddington 
(1963 was the last time); down to -23C at Braemar; 
incredible snow in Madrid and then Texas, where the 
snow line only stopped at the Gulf of Mexico. 

Was this all caused by SSW (sudden stratospheric 
warming), or was it just weather? 

I note that London Airport rarely features now as 
having the warmest temperature in the SE – no planes – 
no heat. As I write (Feb 21) it is mild and the monthly 
temperature could well be above average.

REMEMBERING Butterfly Conservation in your will is one of 
the most effective ways to help ensure butterflies and moths 
thrive in years to come. Legacies represent over a third of our 
voluntary income and make a crucial contribution to our work. 
n Please contact Dorset head office: 01929 40020 

info@butterfly-conservation.org
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Manager, BC’s National Moth 
Recording Scheme database, 
and Putney Heath resident 

I have been working with 
several authors and partner 
organisations on The State of 
Britain’s Larger Moths 2021, 
which was published on 
March 3. 

This is the third report in 
the series, following 2006 and 
2013, and highlights a 33% 
decline in the populations of larger moths 
in Britain over the last 50 years. 

The causes for the decline are mixed, but 
the common factor is human activity, 
notably habitat destruction and 
deterioration resulting from changes in 
land management and chemical pollution, 
and artificial light at night. 

Climate warming causes species to 
expand northwards, and affects moths that 
are adapted to cooler climates, one example 
being the Grey Mountain Carpet, which has 
seen an 81% decrease in distribution. 

Until 2013, Rosy Underwing was a rare 
immigrant to the British Isles and is 
considered to have colonised parts of 
Dorset on the basis of my own three records 
in Lulworth from that year. This is likely 
due to warming temperatures. 

Devon Carpet moth has undergone a 

rapid range expansion from 
south-west England to reach 
southern Scotland in 2013. 
Its range has shifted 
northwards at 16km per year 
(1995–2016). The British 
distribution of this moth has 
more than doubled 
(118% 1980–2016) and its 
abundance increased greatly 
(526% 1968–2017). 

Jersey Tiger, previously 
confined to south Devon, has 

spread across southern Britain, especially in 
London, where I record it annually during 
the day and at light. It was first recorded in 
Wales in 2008 and has since colonised 
coastal areas of south-east Wales. 
The British distribution of this moth has 
increased hugely since 1990 
(861% 1990–2016). 

One of several Back from the Brink 
projects is working to conserve the Barberry 
Carpet, which has only 12 remaining 
colonies in Britain. The project, led by 
Butterfly Conservation, is creating new 
habitat by planting more than 4,000 
Barberry bushes in Dorset, Gloucestershire 
and Wiltshire to increase moth numbers at 
existing sites and link up colonies through 
the landscape. 

A severe distribution decline, especially 
since the 1970s, reduced the Pale Shining 

Moths Les Evans-Hill

The State of Britain’s 
larger Moths 2021 
FREE to download at 

https://butterfly-conservation.org/ 
moths/the-state-of-britains-moths

Links 
Garden Moth Scheme 
Register by Mar 26 

Moth Night Jul 8-10 
Atlas of Britain & 
Ireland’s Larger Moths 
Atropos 
Surrey Moths

https://butterfly-conservation.org/moths/the-state-of-britains-moths
https://butterfly-conservation.org/moths/the-state-of-britains-moths
https://butterfly-conservation.org/moths/the-state-of-britains-moths
http://www.gardenmoths.org.uk/
https://www.mothnight.info/
https://www.atroposbooks.co.uk/atlas-of-britain-and-ireland-s-larger-moths
https://www.atroposbooks.co.uk/atlas-of-britain-and-ireland-s-larger-moths
https://www.atroposbooks.co.uk/atlas-of-britain-and-ireland-s-larger-moths
https://butterfly-conservation.org/in-your-area/surrey-and-sw-london-branch/moths
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Brown moth to small areas of Herts, 
Norfolk, Oxfordshire and Wiltshire. 

A lack of sightings since 2017, despite 
targeted surveys, has raised concerns that 
the moth might have been lost from Britain 
as a resident species. 

Ten-Year Declines 
Stout Dart................................................81% 
Golden Plusia..........................................58% 
Garden Dart ............................................54% 
V-Moth ....................................................54% 
Large Thorn ............................................53% 
Lappet ....................................................53% 
Oak Lutestring ........................................52% 
Figure of Eight ........................................48% 
Lead Belle ..............................................48% 
Dusky-lemon Sallow ..............................47% 

g National Moth Recording Scheme 
The number of verified records now tops 
31m, 28m being larger moths. 

The State of Britain’s Larger Moths 
would not be possible without the tireless 
work of all our volunteer recorders and 
county recorders. There is still plenty of 
work to do to catch up with the data entry 
backlog due to the Larger Moths Atlas; 
however, steady progress is being made to 
bring the database up-to-date. 
g  Notable records from Putney Heath, 

SW London: 
Oct 11     Deep-brown Dart 
Oct 12    Clifden Nonpareil 
Nov 28  Sprawler 
Feb 22   Pale Pinion

124824  Anderson J 
128872  Ballingal 
134554  Baxter-

Brown 
115076  Bellevue 
114242  Bishop 
128196  Boothroyd 
124543  Bosanquet 
128937  Bridge, Mary 
109548  Brooke P 
150757  Brookes D 
116094  Buckley 
100833  Bullivant 
100844  Burchell 
115396  Burgess M 
124132  Butt V 
121711  Byatt 
121689  Cale 
162708  Caunter 
50429    Chandler A 
119056  Chapman 
117007  Cheesman 
119435  Cleminson 
123923  Cobbett 
124049  Conway 
101236  Cooper, 

Shane 

127251  Cooper, 
Sheila 

50438    Cornish 
113458  Corry 
119725  Cosgrove 
109262  Covey 
127183  Crake 
124146  Crawford 
118210  Crook, Paul 
118493  Davies, Zoe 
124400  Davis 
11713    Dewhurst-

Martin 
117825  Donkersley 
101641  Durrant 
127298  Duveen 

Conway 
127847  Ede 
124618  Edwards M 
147792  Edwards P 
101705  Egerton 
128320  Eilts 
112337  Farrant 
101854  Fisher C 
116799  Francis 
50448    Garlick 
106030  Gibbs 

135180  Gordine 
109275  Green B 
130013  Haire 
119023  Hales-Hunt 
102330  Hammick 
102368  Hardman 
166196  Hart C&M 
126197  Hartopp 
152551  Hayter 
128057  Healy 
102515  Henley 
102534  Hewitt, Jim 
134993  Hill P 
109645  Hills P 
107720  Holdaway 
102740  Howling 
124787  Howorth 
106075  Hughes E 
106628  Hughes M 
120509  Jackson S 
116468  Kilfoyle 
117616  Kilgour 
124199  Knowles 
103231  Leonard 
112145  Lorimer 
116068  Lovell 
125489  Mapstone 

132375  Metherall 
113463  Moore A 
119081  Morgan, 

Hazel 
117983  Moss M 
157028  Murphy N 
121823  Newlands 
112976  Oak 
125478  Oakes 
117847  Ovenden 
130027  Parker J 
104103  Pateman 
111063   Paul, Chris 
118270  Perkins 
104192  Petrie 
163544  Pope 
104308  Preece 
122292  Prescott T 
164053  Richardson 
119077  Rigby J 
121405  Rogers M 
113768  Rosie 
134084  Rowe 
118532  Russell-

Smith 
104660  Ryan E 
117766  Saxby S 

144237  Shaw-Ashton 
128733  Shelley 
121082  Shore S 
104825  Shrubsall 
116092  Sinclair 
104914  Smith L 
129317  Spring-Smyth 
122396  Stephens P 
120016  Stiasny 
122035  Straker 
116643  Swanborough 
143292  Swinglehurst 
105238  Thatcher 
114002  Thursfield 
114561  Tippetts 
115007  Turner C 
124706  Turner H 
111994   Watkins M 
108991  Webster 
105635  Wedd 
105736  Whiting E 
105779  Wilkinson 
167240  Wilson A 
134836  Wilson R 
105862  Wingrove A 
121361  Winn 
161349  Woodbridge

Email Appeal Francis Kelly
We do NOT have an email address for the following members, or we have one that 
bounces. Also, Butterfly Conservation’s head office have moved membership details to a 
new database, and there are some teething problems. 

If you are a member of Surrey Branch and did not receive an email alert to this Skipper, 
please confirm your email address to surreybranch@gmail.com

mailto:surreybranch@gmail.com
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Back-page Picture Gary Margetts

Clouded Yellows: male, and female helice. Headley Warren 2020-09-22. 
This would have been a contender had we been able to hold our regular photo competition. FK

Surrey & SW London (VC17) delivered 
6,839 Big Butterfly Counts in 2020, the 
highest of the 113 British vice-counties. 
Compared with the 3,122 counts in 2019 
this was an increase of 118%, the biggest of 
the 31 BC Branches.

VC17     Recorders ................................1,620 
              Counts......................................6,839 
              Surrey 3,608 + SW London 3,231 
              Butterflies ..............................58,236 
UK        Counts ..................................144,526 

g 2021 provisional dates: Jul 16 - Aug 8

Big Butterfly Count


