
Minutes of BC Lancashire Branch AGM: 

7th November 2020 via ZOOM Video call 

 

AGM Agenda 

1. Apologies 
2. Minutes of Previous AGM & Matters Arising 
3. Chair’s Report 
4. Financial Report 
5. Membership Report 
6. Reserves Officer’s Report 
7. Butterfly Report 
8. Moth Report 
9. IT Report 
10. Election of Officers 
11. Q&A’s 
12. AOB 

 

Present:  

Committee – Jane Jones (JJ), Chris Atherton (CA), Zoe Foster (ZF), Gemma Mcmullan (GM), Justine 
Patton (JP), Chris Winnick (CW), Dave Wrigley (DW) 

Dave Wainwright (DW), Martin Wain (MW), Ron Moyes (RM), Andrew Jones, Sandra Johnson, Paul 
Trowell, James Beattie, Julie Mason 

Peter Hardy tried to join the meeting but had technical problems. 

 

Apologies: 

Laura Sivell, Caroline Clay, Steve Benner 

 

Minutes of Previous AGM & Matters Arising 

Read and accepted.  
Minutes proposed for approval by Chris Winnick and seconded by Dave Wrigley  
There were no matters arising. 

 

 

 



Chair’s Statement  

It is now 15 months since our last Members’ Day and AGM we held at Leighton Moss followed by a 
walk in glorious sunshine on Arnside Knott. Who then could have imagined the disruption to our lives, 
work and pastimes that has unfolded during the last 6 months?  
The pandemic has certainly impacted on our work and activities as a branch, with volunteer work 
parties at the branch’s Myers Allotment reserve thankfully almost complete before the first lockdown 
back in March, and then we have been able to resume as planned at the beginning of October 
following both national government advice and the procedures and risk assessments provided by 
Manor Yard (BCHQ). More about this in Dave Wrigley’s reports on Myers Allotment. At this point I 
would like to say a huge thank you to Dave Wrigley, our reserve officer, who works tirelessly to ensure 
the continued progress and improvements to the reserve by co-ordinating with various parties and 
volunteers and without whom none of this would happen. I would also like to thank each and every 
one of the volunteers who turn out to work on the reserve throughout the year in various capacities, 
all of which contribute to the successful running of the reserve.  

Our planned programme of field trips and events were sadly a casualty of the pandemic, along with 
our planned Members’ Day which would have seen us visiting Brockholes Nature Reserve in Preston 
for the first time. We were also planning on attending various events including the Manchester 
Festival of Nature at Heaton Park, Manchester and the Myerscough College Open Day and Country 
Fair which would have been wonderful opportunities to promote our work to a wider audience. We 
were also planning a photography workshop at Ainsdale Discovery Centre and a Leaf Mine workshop 
at Leighton Moss, all these over and above our normal programme of walks to a variety of butterfly 
hotspots. We will be planning our 2021 events programme over the coming months, most likely 
reproducing this year’s programme – we must be optimistic and hopeful that we will be able to 
resume at least some of our normal activities next year.  

As a consequence of our cancelled events, and even initially our cancelled committee meetings, it 
did force us to think about how we could continue to engage with you our members. We realised 
that we were able to conduct our committee meetings quite successfully over an internet video call, 
we then began to think about how we could include you our members and this is how we came to 
start the Saturday Moth Mornings. We have had some great speakers and really interesting and 
informative presentations. I am hugely grateful to Justine Patton and Caroline Clay for organising 
these events which have proved to be very popular – we will certainly want to restart these early 
next year. 

I am pleased that our Autumn newsletter was as packed as ever with a wide variety of interesting 
articles and I am extremely grateful to all contributors as the newsletter is dependent on these 
articles coming in. Could you write about your butterfly or moth experiences? Have you created a 
butterfly patch in your garden or community that you could share with us? If so, please do get in 
touch! I am currently filling-in as the newsletter editor; however, I would be delighted if someone 
came forward to relieve me of this – please do get in touch with me if you’d like to know more about 
what is involved. 

Along with our newsletter we have also published our Butterfly and Moth Recording Report for 2019. 
This was postponed from the Spring as we thought that with much reduced recording being possible 
due to the restrictions, the report may be able to cover 2020 as well. Laura Sivell has done her very 



best to detail records from both years on the butterfly front, and I am delighted to say that she has 
produced yet another comprehensive recording report. I am also grateful to Peter Hardy, the 
butterfly recorder for the Manchester area, for his contribution to the collation of records, and also 
to the Vice County Moth Recorders Pete Marsh (now retired), Richard Walker, John Girdley and 
Stephen Palmer for their reports for 2019 following the verification of the many 1000’s of moth 
records received. 

I am delighted to report that since our last AGM our membership has topped the 1000 household-
mark, more details from Zoe Foster in her Membership report.  Zoe does a sterling job in writing to 
every one of our new members to welcome them, and to let them know where to find our various 
channels of info on what is going on. Our increased membership does increase the funds available to 
us as a branch for the conservation of our precious butterflies, moths and habitats, and as a 
consequence we would really value more people coming forward to help us with our work in any way 
that they can. Whether that is volunteering on conservation work parties, helping with field trips, 
manning our stand at events, editing the newsletter, helping on the committee – we would welcome 
new people to the committee, and you could ‘come along’ to see what we are about before making 
any commitment. We are currently holding our committee meetings online via a Zoom video 
meeting, so travelling to a venue is currently not an issue. If you think you could help us, please do 
get in touch to find out more.  

Our online presence has also increased throughout this year, with grateful thanks to Gemma 
McMullan, our Webmaster and Social Media Officer, with the introduction of the Lancashire Branch 
YouTube channel https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCCXiZWxP6Cx79sWt2de7YVw which is 
hosting many videos for you to watch. Gemma has also made sure that we are keeping you all up to 
date with regular email postings of ‘what’s on’, quizzes, updates to recording guidance and much, 
much more.  

Our Sightings page http://www.lancashire-butterflies.org.uk/sightings/ continues to be enhanced 
and now has a wealth of visualisations of the data available for you to view. The branch continues to 
be indebted to Mark Eastlick (Cumbria branch) for his contribution to the branch with this sightings 
page. 

I would also like to thank Chris Winnick and Chris Atherton, our 2 other committee members, for 
their valuable contributions to the branch.  

I am sad to report that Caroline Clay has stepped down from the committee, we will miss her creative, 
constructive and positive contributions and wish her well in all that she does. 

Finally, I would like to thank you, each and every one, for your continued support and enthusiasm, 
that enables and encourages us to do the work we do for our butterflies and moths. 

Jane Jones - Chair 

29th October 2020 

 

 

 



Financial Statement 

As at the end of September 2020 the main branch account had a closing balance of £8338.34 and the 
Myers Allotment Restricted fund had a closing balance of £3655.16. 

At the start of this financial year (1st April 2020), Butterfly Conservation merged all the branch 
accounts into one single BC account. As a consequence of this the branch no longer has a separate 
bank account and therefore does not receive monthly bank statements. We still receive a monthly 
branch management statement showing income and expenditure against our budgeted figures.  

The annual subscriptions received by the branch this year from Manor Yard increased by £723 to 
£5751.  

Given the healthy state of the branch funds, the committee agreed the return of £4000 to Manor 
Yard to help with the shortfall they have suffered as a result of the Coronavirus pandemic. The return 
of this money should show in the October 2020 Management Statement 

Since the last AGM (July 2019) we have sold 10 Pug Moths of the North-west and 14 Butterflies of 
Lancashire books with a net receipt to the branch of £272. We still have both Pug books and Butterfly 
books remaining for sale at £10 and £12 respectively. The initial outlay in purchasing the books has 
now been covered by the sales to date. 

Since the last AGM 9 members have been trained in Emergency Outdoor First aid and 2 volunteers 
have attended chain-saw refresher training costing £785.22 

Since the last AGM we have printed and posted out the Autumn 2019, Spring 2020 and Autumn 2020 
newsletters and the 2019 Butterfly and Moth reports at a total cost of £2113.10 

 Number of members who 
received postal ‘copy’ 

Autumn 2019 Newsletter 241 
Spring 2020 Newsletter 280 
Autumn 2020 Newsletter 79* 
2019 Butterfly and moth Report 79* 

 

* The postal list for our latest newsletter/B&M report mailing had swelled to 449 member households so the committee 
decision was to post only to those on the list for whom we did not hold an email address. The cost of printing and posting 
this number of copies would have been significantly increased from the usual level. The committee will be looking in to 
how to proceed before printing the next edition of the Newsletter. 

Since the last AGM the branch has made a contribution or £200 to the Hyndburn Butterfly Project to 
support their work at in the Hyndburn area. 

The branch still has the Myers Allotment Restricted Fund which holds the monies for the 
management of the reserve, however in future this will also be managed at head office level, 
although we understand that this will happen once the current monies in the account are exhausted. 

Before the start of this year’s work party season at Myers Allotment it has been necessary to purchase 
some new equipment to replace some that needed replacing and also for supplies to ensure that the 
work parties are Covid-safe. These costs have yet to show through the Management Statement. 

Jane Jones – Chair, 29th October 2020 



Membership Report 

As of 14th September 2020, the branch had a total of 1,025 member households with a total of 1,404 
individual branch members. This has risen from last year’s numbers (880/1240 on 13th June 2019) 
despite the restrictions that have been imposed nationally as a result of the Covid-19 pandemic.  

There have been 168 members who have left the branch; 46 of these members cancelled their 
membership; 20 moved into different counties, 95 allowed their membership to lapse and 7 
members sadly died.  

We hope to be able to run field trips and volunteer days next year and continue to increase our 
membership numbers which will allow us to increase our conservation work and the positive impact 
we have on the amazing butterfly species and their habitats found within Lancashire.  

Zoe Foster – Membership Secretary 

30th October 2020 

Question from Andrew Jones – Do we get any feedback from the members in a meaningful way? CW 
commented that feedback has been incidental, received at events and fieldtrips. No formal survey 
has been undertaken in Lancashire, although this was done a few years back in Cumbria and a 10% 
response rate was achieved from the then 300 members. The responses were interesting and 
informative. It was thought that it could be useful exercise over the coming year. 

 

Myers Allotment - Reserve Officer’s Report 

Volunteer Work Parties 

Despite some very poor weather, resulting in the cancellation of a number of work parties, a total of 
17 work parties were held last winter, with over 800 hours worked, and with the final work party of 
the season held on 10th March 2020. 

I am pleased to say that we have recently been successful in recruiting a number of additional 
volunteers, with an average of 9 and as many as 14 people turning out on one occasion, i.e., the 3rd 
March 2020, when we were joined by 6 volunteers from the Cumbria University “BOOM” project. 

Regular Tuesday volunteer work parties have once again resumed, with the first one held on the 6th 
October 2020, all subject to government and BC COVID-19 Secure guidelines.  For further details, see 
Branch website. 

 

Countryside Stewardship Agreement 

We are now in the penultimate year of the CS Agreement, ending on the 31st December 2021. 

Unfortunately, the Rural Payments Agency (RPA) have not been prepared to accept the full 6.5ha 
prescription areas for Option GS6 (management of species-rich grassland) and Option SP6 (cattle 
grazing supplement), as laid down in the CS Agreement.  This means that the expected total revenue 
payment, based on the reduced prescription areas calculated by the RPA, has been reduced from 
£1475.49 to £675.59 per year and none of these payments have as yet been received from the RPA.  



However, we did receive a payment of £1475.50 in March 2019, representing the full revenue 
payment due for 2017 and which was paid to the Branch by Head Office out of central funds.  We 
have also since received a bridging payment of £1081.29 from the RPA and this has been paid into 
the Myers Allotment Restricted Fund. 

All capital works (135 metres of stone wall restoration and 1ha of scrub clearance) have been 
completed, with claims submitted and payment made by the RPA direct into Head Office central 
funds. 

A grazing contract has been issued, covering the period from 13th August 2020 to 31st December 2020 
and 3 cattle were introduced to site on 18th August 2020. 

 

10th Anniversary 

Next year, we will be celebrating the 10th anniversary of the opening of the Myers Allotment Reserve, 
with the original 5-year lease having been signed on the 1st March 2011 and the official opening taking 
place on the 8th July 2011.  It has not yet been decided exactly what form these celebrations will take, 
but further information will follow in due course. 

 

Cumbria University “BOOM” Project and possible Duke of Burgundy Introduction 

As mentioned in previous reports, Myers Allotment has been identified as one of a number of 
potential Duke of Burgundy introduction sites, as part of a HLF funded project aimed at restoring 10 
species across various taxa throughout Cumbria and the Morecambe Bay area, known as the “BOOM” 
(Back On Our Map) project. 

Work in connection with the project has been delayed due to COVID-19 restrictions, but a number of 
meetings have been held with members of the project team and, on the 3rd March 2020, we were 
joined on our work party by 6 volunteers from the “BOOM” project team. 

In the meantime, work continues on improving the habitat for Duke of Burgundy, mainly by increasing 
the number of cowslips (the caterpillar food plant) on site.  A total of 564 cowslips have been planted 
so far and a further 500 were delivered to site on 18th October 2020 and will be planted over the next 
few weeks. 

On the 29th September 2020, Chris Winnick and I were joined on site by Mic Mayhew and Ellie Kent 
of the “BOOM” project team, the purpose being to survey the site and identify areas where cowslips 
are already present, either naturally occurring or as a result of historic planting, and also to identify 
potential areas for future planting, in accordance with an agreed habitat suitability rating.  Mic has 
entered all this data into GIS and has produced a very useful map, showing 12 compartments 
identified for future planting. 

On Thursday, 5th November and Tuesday, 10th November, we will once again be joined by volunteers 
from the “BOOM” project, the purpose being to continue with the scrub management work and 
cowslip planting.  

 

 



Butterfly Transect Results 

Due to COVID-19 restrictions, we were not officially allowed to carry out any transect walking until 
Week 8 this year.  However, Sue Brindle walked Weeks 1 & 3/6, as part of her allowed daily exercise.  
Joy Sharp, who normally walks the No. 1 transect, has been “shielding” and thanks go to Sue Brindle 
for walking both transects, with every week walked except Weeks 2,7 & 23/26.  A remarkable 
achievement!! 

A summary of results follows below. 

 

Bird Nest Box Data 

Due to COVID-19 restrictions, we were unable to carry out our normal programme of weekly nest 
box monitoring.  However, volunteer David Foy checked the nest boxes on a regular (almost weekly) 
basis, as part of his allowed daily exercise.  Thank you David!! 

We have been monitoring the nest boxes since 2014 (spreadsheet attached) and I am sorry to say 
that this was the second worst year after 2015, almost certainly due to weather related issues.  There 
are a total of 70 nest boxes on site, of which only 28 (40%) were occupied.  Of these, 8 failed, with no 
young fledged, and there were 20 successful nests, with 120 young fledged, comprising 50 Blue Tits, 
12 Great Tits, 22 Nuthatches and 2 Tawny Owls. 

 

David Wrigley - Reserve Officer 

28th October 2020       

 

Chris Winnick thanked David and his team for transforming the Myers Allotment reserve over the 10 
years and this was echoed by others present.  



                      



 



                                               Myers Allotment               

 2014  2015  2016  2017  2018  2019  2020  
Number of nest boxes 70  70  71  71  72  70  70  
Occupied nests ( eggs laid ) 36 51% 35 50% 32 45% 35 46% 38 53% 35 50% 28 40% 

               
Failed nests ( no young fledged ) 4 11% 21 60% 7 21% 9 25% 6 8% 7 20% 9 32% 

               
Failed  at egg stage               
Predated  0  4  0  2  0  0  1  
Deserted / Starved / Dead 2  4  4  2  4  2  1  

               
Failed at young stage               
Predated  1  6  0  3  1  0  1  
Deserted / Starved / Dead 1  7  3  2  1  5  6  

               
Successful nests 32  14  25  26  31  28  20  
Number of young in nests 213  125  182  170  190  184  120  
Number fledged 189 89% 61 49% 132 73% 141 83% 159 84% 138 75% 86 71% 
Average fledged per nest 6.O  4.3  5.3  5.4  5.1  4.9  4.3  
Number fledged by species               
   Blue tit 108  35  83  99  89  77  50  
   Great tit 47  13  36  26  42  27  12  
   Nuthatch 27  13  12  11  17  20  22  
   Marsh tit 5  0  0  0  10  13  0  
   Tawny owl 2  0  2  5  1  1  2  

               
Myers boxes include 2 Owl, 1 Kestrel, 5 Woodpecker and 5 Treecreeper boxes.        

 

  



 

                                              Yealand Hall Allotment              

 2014  2015  2016  2017  2018  2019  2020  
Number of nest boxes   72  72  72  72  72  72  
Occupied nests ( eggs laid )   39 54% 39 54% 39 54% 51 71% 39 54% 43 60% 

               
Failed nests ( no young fledged )   24 61% 16 32% 9 23% 9 18% 5 13% 9 20% 

               
Failed  at egg stage               
Predated    4  4  1  0  0  1  
Deserted / Starved / Dead   6  4  3  3  2  5  

               
Failed at young stage               
Predated    12  4  1  2  0  1  
Deserted / Starved / Dead   2  4  4  4  3  2  

               
Successful nests   15  34  30  40  32  34  
Number of young in nests   131  158  217  303  228  194  
Number fledged   44 33% 113 72% 185 85% 267 88% 203 89% 188 96% 
Average fledged per nest   2.9  3.3  6.1  6.6  6.3  5.5  
Number fledged by species               
   Blue tit   14  52  95  119  109  123  
   Great tit   25  61  90  144  60  44  
   Nuthatch   5  0  0  4  8  16  
   Marsh tit   0  0  0  0  26  5  
   Tawny owl   0  0  0  0  0  0  

               
YHA boxes include 2 Owl boxes.               

 

  



Butterfly report 

Not much to say really – I inputted the records received that weren’t clearly misidentifications and 
produced a report on the basis of them, which all members should have got by now. 
In 2021 I’ll do it again. 
2020 got off to a good start but was generally a somewhat mediocre year in terms of numbers and 
distribution. At the time of writing not a single report of a high brown fritillary in Lancashire has 
reached me, and I fear we will lose this species from our county list. The lockdown will have 
prevented recording of the spring species and many transects were not done, leading to a 
considerable deficit of data. 
 
Laura Sivell – Butterfly Recorder 
2nd November 2020 
 
Dave Wainwright commented that transect data had been received from Middlebarrow Wood, just 
over the border in Cumbria with a record of a High-brown Fritillary, so only just over the border.  
 

Moth report 

Our annual recording report was postponed due to the anticipated reduction in Butterfly record 
submissions and so was sent out alongside the Autumn newsletter. The moth section of the report 
was produced through the combined effort of the County Moth Recorders (CMR’s) for Lancashire 
(Vice Counties 59 and 60) and covered the 2019 recording period only. Our thanks go to all CMR’s 
and those who have submitted their moth records this year.  
 
To support moth recording in Lancashire the branch has renewed MapMate subscriptions for the 
members of Lancashire Moth Group (LMG) again and the two generators purchased a few years ago 
for the respective VC’s were serviced. 
 
Changes in CMR’s are as follows: Richard Walker has stepped down from his role as VC59 micro-moth 
recorder but remains as VC59 macro-moth recorder. Stephen Palmer has taken on the role of micro-
moth recorder for VC59. Peter Marsh has retired as VC60 macro-moth recorder. We thank him for 
his contributions to the branch over the years. This position is vacant at present.  
 
Due to Covid-19 restrictions, all planned moth events were cancelled. In their place, virtual moth 
mornings were held every three weeks via ZOOM and have been immensely successful. A number of 
guest presenters have been involved to whom we are thankful for helping to make them a hit with 
our members, LMG and recorders from further afield. 
 
Our new YouTube channel was launched where we have been posting a number of moth-related 
videos. Content thus far includes our moth trap opening for the Manchester Festival of Nature, 
recordings of our virtual moth mornings and demonstrations of moth recording methodology. 
 

Justine Patton – Moth Officer 

27th October 2020 



IT and social media report 

A total of 2428 sightings were reported on our website in 2020 as of 27th October 2020 – thanks to 
everyone that submitted their records. 

We have a new moth page on our website, with a number of moth resources, videos, guides and 
quizzes: https://butterfly-conservation.org/in-your-area/lancashire-branch/moths 

A list of species recorded at Butterfly Conservation’s Myers Allotment reserve has also been added 
to the website - thanks to branch member Archie Simpson for gathering this information.  If you have 
any records to contribute, Archie’s details are on the reserve page.  

We’ve sent out 9 email updates to members so far in 2020, with an average of 472 email opens per 
campaign. 

The branch now has 1233 followers on Twitter, an increase of 202 since July 2019.  There have been 
some excellent posts from people sharing their butterfly and moth sightings and photos. 

As mentioned in the previous updates, we now have a new YouTube channel.  6 videos have been 
uploaded so far, with 797 views between then.  All of the videos so far are moth related, including 
recordings of our recent virtual moth mornings. 

 

Gemma McMullan – Webmaster/Social Media 

27th October 2020 

 

Election of Officers 

All officers were re-elected (Proposed by James Beattie, seconded by Andrew Jones) 

Any Other Business 

Dave Wainwright thanked the committee for their great work across all areas of the branch. 

There being no other business, the meeting was closed.  


