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Welcome to the latest issue of our newsletter for Butterfly Conservation 

members and many other people living in the Scottish Borders and further 

afield. Please forward it to others who have an interest in butterflies & 

moths and who might like to read it and be kept in touch with our activities. 

Iain Cowe 

iainacowe@gmail.com 

 

As you will have probably gathered this past year through 2020 especially has been quite a 

roller coaster for every one of us in one way or another. The pandemic had changed many 

of our plans going forward, and many of those plans had to be eventually cancelled till 

further notice. The newsletter also took a hit with nothing at all surfacing through last year 

regrettably. I do apologise for this. In retrospect it could have been especially useful to most 

who read this newsletter to get some perspective as to what kind of season others had versus 

the restrictions and cancelations throughout a year in lockdown limbo. I shall try here to 

update you on the goings on through 2020, and some rudimentary plans for early 2021. 

 

Butterfly recording and to some degree Moth recording was officially suspended during the 

spring 2020 lockdown, though most who could do so, managed Garden Moth traps, and 

local exercise routines to record what they could, when time allowed. As a result of this 

tenacious, yet careful approach, we were graced with many superb, and some surprising 

records from throughout the region. As spring turned to summer restrictions were relaxed a 

little and this allowed a little more active recording to occur which was at the time some 

great relief. Towards summers end it had become obvious to most of us that lockdowns far 

from being a thing of the past would soon return with the onset of Winter. It’s been a long 

winter.  

 

With Spring almost upon us again despite all the latest snowfalls and icy conditions it will 

only take a few mild days stitched together to lift the Butterflies and Moths from their annual 

lockdown, and with that, our spirits. 

 

I do hope you enjoy the contents of this Scottish Borders Newsletter. 

 

Iain. 
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White-letter Hairstreak 

Progress 2020/21 by Iain Cowe 

2020 presented a few challenges to say the very least. I can imagine a few articles starting 

that way. Challenges though were met, and many legendary new sightings were made of the 

White-letter Hairstreak in the Scottish Borders including a few very surprising new 10k 

squares.  

• 30
th
 June Kelso, Springwood Park, Roxburghshire: 2 adult males above Elm. The first of the season. Iain 

Cowe 

• 4
th
 July Chirnside, Sawmill, Berwickshire, 2 probable males, unconfirmed for NT85. Iain Cowe 

• 6
th
 July Foulden, Foulden Dean, Berwickshire: 3 adults all probable males dogfighting across a single Elm 

in the Dean. Iain Cowe. 

• 6
th
 July Foulden, Hutton Bridge, Berwickshire, One adult female skipping from tree to tree. Iain Cowe 

• 11
th
 July, Kelso, Springwood Park, Roxburghshire, several males, and an egg laying female. Iain Cowe. 

• 11
th
 July, Kelso, Teviot Bridge, Roxburghshire, Several males dogfighting over Sycamore by roadside. Iain 

Cowe. 

• 11
th
 July, Kelso, Teviot, Roxburghshire, 2 males chasing around Elm top. Iain Cowe. 

• 12
th
 July, Foulden, Hutton Bridge, Berwickshire, 1 female on riverside plants. Dave Graham.  

• 13
th
 July, Foulden, Foulden Dean, and Hutton Bridge, Berwickshire, Multiple occupied trees down the 

narrow gorge towards the Whiteadder. Iain Cowe. 

• 14
th
 July, Ayton, Alewater Banks, Berwickshire, Several males displaying above a single standing Elm in 

clearing, also one passing female. Iain Cowe. 

• 16
th
 July, Clarabad, Chesterfield, Berwickshire, 2 males sparring on the south bank of the Whiteadder 

over Elm. Robin Cowe. 

• 19
th
 July, Whiteadder, Edington, Bite About Wood, Berwickshire, Many occupied Elms through wooded 

dean. Some sparring witnessed above Oak tops over Elm. A new confirmed site, and 10k square NT85. 

Iain Cowe. 

• 24
th
 July, Whiteadder, Edington, Bite About Wood, Berwickshire, Just two Butterflies seen. One flushed 

by Birds over Oak, and another dancing over Elm further up the Dean. Iain Cowe. 

• 31
st
 July, Duns, Duns Castle estate, Hen Poo, Berwickshire. 1 female nectaring at Angelica. A new and 

unexpected find, A new 10k, NT75. Bob Makin. 

• 6
th
 August, Ayton, Alewater Banks, Berwickshire, One female in a sorry state nectaring in clearing with 

Peacock, Small Copper, Large White. Iain Cowe. 

• 10
th
 August, Ayton, Alewater Banks, Berwickshire, One female nectaring at Water Mint by the Ale. A 

very late find. Mick Pawley. 

• 7
th
 November, Whiteadder, Edington, Bite About Wood, Berwickshire, 1 egg found on field side Elm to 

prove breeding at this new site in NT85. Iain Cowe.  

2020 Timeline   
New site 

New 10-kilometre square 



 

  

The two new 10kilometer squares centred NT85 Chirnside, and NT75 Duns were 

incredibly significant sightings as it showed once again that the species must be far more 

widely distributed than we can know at the moment, and just how long have these 

Butterflies been resident in the Scottish Borders? It really could be any number of years. I 

am also aware that incidental sightings should really have occurred before that first 

confirmed sighting back in August 2017. But this could easily be down to us now being 

aware that the Butterfly is in the landscape through lots of publicity and therefore now 

being seen where once it may just have been passed by as a common, or unattractive 

species. I’m looking at Elm tops throughout July now. It’s something I had never done 

previously with any sense of seriousness. Now I am deadly serious.       

White-letter Hairstreak 

female at Springwood Park, 

Kelso on the 11
th of

 July. 



 

White-letter Hairstreak 

female, nectaring at Angelica 

at Duns Castle 31
st
 July. 

Bob Makin. 

White-letter Hairstreak 

female nectaring at Water 

Mint at Alewater Banks on 

the 10
th of

 August. 

Mick Pawley. 

White-letter Hairstreak egg 

found at Bite About Wood 

near Edington, Chirnside on 

the 7
th of

 November. 



  

White-letter Hairstreak distribution 

up to 2020 across the Scottish 

Borders. From Bedrule in the south 

and west to Eyemouth in the north 

and east. 

The White-letter Hairstreak has now been studied from 2018, through 2019 season and 

2020. We have found that the adult Butterflies are on the wing from the last few days in 

June, through to mid-July at peak, then fading fast towards July’s end. The few females 

that manage to escape predation can last through into August, perhaps as far as mid-

August giving us a sure 6 weeks of activity. 

The map above shows us where to look next, I guess. My thinking has not changed that I 

believe that it could be found much closer to the East Lothian border via the A1 and 

coastal route with stop offs at Reston, Houndwood, Grantshouse, and Pease Burn and 

Bay, jumping into Dunglass Dean. To the west I would easily suggest Marchmont, and 

Charterhall for the NT74 square, and Mellerstain for NT63. I did look at Melrose further 

west last year briefly, and late in the season and had no joy, but I’m sure that they must 

be worth looking for around the Tweed banks. I would also look at Abbotsford as well 

across the way for an Ettrick Water route. It’s all to play for.    

Thank you to all those folks that helped this year by visiting known sites and uncovering new sites.  

White-letter Hairstreak distribution up to 2020 



  

               Northern Brown Argus – 

         surveys and conservation continue in the Borders 

                                             by Barry Prater 

 Later in the year it’ll be the Northern Brown Argus season again and with it comes another 

opportunity to help this butterfly which I think is our star of the Borders. Apart from being 

very pretty, it’s special for us because where we live is the stronghold for this conservation 

priority species in Britain. 

 

A good number of volunteers have input many hours carrying out site surveys over the past 

four years and you might think the work is done. But although the majority of known colonies 

have been visited, there are still plenty more which really need some current data on their 

situation and . . . . there is real scope to discover new sites which hold it. And these butterflies 

do live in lovely places where the caterpillar’s essential foodplant Rock-rose grows. 

 Data from these surveys give us a basis for conservation 

action, which has already happened at some sites and with 

the huge input from David Hill at BC Scotland over the 

past year there are prospects of interventions to deflect 

developments (particularly forestry perhaps) so as to 

further protect colonies of the butterfly. 

If you have helped before we will be in touch again with 

some survey offerings and if you’ve yet to take the plunge 

just get in touch with me (barry@prater.myzen.co.uk ) – 

lots of help and guidance will be available beforehand. All 

these plans are, of course, assuming travel restrictions are 

relaxed in time. 

Keep an eye out for the next East Branch newsletter 

around the end of March where there should be another 

update.  

 

[typical Rock-rose habitat threatened by recent 

tree-planting] 

mailto:barry@prater.myzen.co.uk


  

An Update on Clearwings in Berwickshire 

By D.G. Long, Spottiswoode House, Gordon TD3 6 NQ 

 

 

Since reporting the discovery of a breeding colony of Large Red-belted Clearwing moths (Fig. 

1) at Spottiswoode (Long 2018) more detailed observations have been made on this colony in 

2019 and 2020, and in 2020 a second species of clearwing has been seen. During the winter 

of 2018–2019 a new area of birch trees was felled, close to the main area where the moths 

had been seen in previous years (in hectad NT65), and these were closely monitored on 

sunny days during May 2019. Birch stumps with empty pupal cases were tagged and counted 

as the new adults emerged. By the 26
th
 of May 135 adults had emerged from 47 stumps. In 

2020 the same area was again monitored and a total of 65 adults emerged from 17 stumps 

over the period 15 to 30 May. In early 2020 a new area of birch was felled in an adjacent 

hectad (NT64) in the same woodland and this was monitored for laying females. Several 

were seen egg-laying on 20 May and 17 June, the latter a much later date than adults had 

been observed in earlier years.  

 

In both 2019 and 2020 the pheromone specific to Large Red-belted Clearwing was tested in a 

small trap in the above areas, and for the first time this was successful in attracting male 

clearwings on 15 and 21 May 2019. On each occasion when females were seen flying, 

numerous newly-laid eggs (Fig. 2) were found on the surface of the cut stumps. Some of these 

stumps in the recently felled area were kept under observation in June and July 2020, and 

following hatching of eggs, small piles of frass could be seen around the rim of the stumps, as 

the young larvae burrowed into the bark (Fig. 3). On 20 June 2020 at least 70 small piles of 

frass cold be seen on about 10 stumps. Over the period of observation, it was noted that 

Greater Spotted Woodpeckers had been attacking stumps containing larvae, indicating that 

they must be able to detect these larvae inside a tree stump (Fig. 4).  

 

Fig.1 



 

  

My father, Albert Long (Long 1969) had recorded a second very elusive species of Clearwing, 

the Lunar Hornet Moth, from Berwickshire between 1956 and 1965; this species lays its eggs 

on the lower trunks of old Sallow (Salix) trees. Athough he never saw an adult, his records 

came from sightings of woodpecker attacks to the lower trunks of old Sallows in three 

different localities. On 15 June 2019 such evidence of woodpecker attack was noted in my 

garden at Spottiswoode on an old Sallow trunk (Fig. 5), but no adults were seen. However, 

during 2020, a new pheromone lure became available for the Lunar Hornet Moth, and on the 

12 and 13 of July this lure was tried in several localities in Berwickshire, including Duns Castle, 

Kyles Hill and Gordon Moss, without success. However, on placing the lure in a pheromone 

trap on same the old tree shown in Fig. 5 in my garden at Spottiswoode, a male Lunar Hornet 

Moth was trapped within 30 minutes, then photographed (Fig. 6) and released. On returning 

the moth to the tree, it remained there for 24 hours before disappearing. The body of the 

Lunar Hornet Moth is about 2 cm long and displays remarkable mimicry of a large wasp or 

hornet, though it is docile and completely harmless. This appears to be the first sighting of the 

moth in Berwickshire since 1876 (Long, 1969). 

 

Fig.2 Fig.3 

Fig.4 Fig.5 
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Fig. 1. Adult Large-Red-belted Clearwing at Spottiswoode, May 2018. 

Fig. 2. Egg of Large-Red-belted Clearwing at Spottiswoode, May 2019. 

Fig. 3. Frass extruded from birch stump by Large Red-belted Clearwing larvae, July 2020. 

Fig. 4. Birch stump attacked by woodpecker at Spottiswoode, May 2020. 

Fig. 5. Old Sallow trunk attacked by woodpecker at Spottiswoode, June 2019. 

Fig. 6. Adult male Lunar Hornet Moth at Spottiswoode, July 2020. 

 
Fig.6 



 

 

 

  

Butterflies to look out for through March, 

April. 

Peacock 

Small Tortoiseshell 

Comma 

The hibernators will appear first perhaps before the 

end of February to test conditions, though March is a 

much more useful month as days lengthen.  

Speckled Wood 

Orange-tip 

Green veined White 

Green Hairstreak 

Into April the Speckled Wood begin emerging in the 

first of what will be multiple waves of emergence 

throughout the year. Green-veined White, and 

Orange-tip should also emerge from there 

overwintering chrysalis from mid to late April, and at 

the end of the month the Green Hairstreak will start 

to set up their territorial lekking grounds on the 

hillsides, forestry edges and burn sides.  

March 

April 



  

Ashkirk Loch 

by Michelle Stamp 

I started surveying for Northern Brown Argus in 2019 when I was introduced to Butterfly 

Conservation and the world of Lepidoptera.  That’s not to say that I wasn’t aware of 

butterflies and moths prior to 2019, I just hadn’t really taken much notice until then other 

than making sure they had plenty of native flowers in my garden.  I certainly wasn’t aware of 

NBAs or Common Rockrose.  I was given a transect in Hawick in the Scottish Borders just a 

few minutes from where I live and set off to Heron hill armed with photos of rockrose and 

NBAs on my phone as a guide to what I was supposed to be looking for.  Obviously, the 

Gods were looking down on me that day as the NBAs greeted me as soon as I stepped out of 

my car and I was lucky enough to find that Heron hill was a cornucopia of wildflowers, 

damselflies, various butterflies and was a truly pleasant place to spend an hour. 

 

 

 

Fast forward a year to 2020.  I was furloughed, completely bored and desperately looking for 

things to occupy me.  NBA surveying season approached, and this was when I started looking 

at the unsurveyed locations and decided that Ashkirk loch would be my next NBA success 

story.  Ashkirk Loch is not for the feint hearted.  It is a monster of a walk no matter where 

you approach it from.  I had several dry runs trying to get as close as possible in my car or 

tackling the muddy horse tracks but eventually found the most pleasant access route from the 

A7 between Hawick and Ashkirk.  Even this involves traversing a sheep field, followed by a 

rather pleasant section that is always covered in hundreds of sunbathing azure damselflies, a 

forestry track, and then rather boggy, uneven terrain that is an ankle breaker in places. Once 

close to the loch you then must navigate around the marsh until you reach the welcoming 

south facing slopes overlooking the loch where you can sit and enjoy your lunch, which by 

this point is well earnt. 



 

  

  This hillside is smothered in rockrose. In comparison to 2019 when I had no clue what 

rockrose looked like, nor could I find it, to now almost falling headfirst in to mounds of it, this 

untouched small section of the Borders is blissful.  However, it was not all success as no matter 

how many times I visited, changing the times I arrived, judging it by the weather, the wind 

direction, the precipitation, I could not find one NBA, not an egg, nothing.  I took all the 

advice of people more experienced than me and still they were absent.  It was very 

disappointing considering the proportion of the hill with rockrose growing on it. It wasn’t all 

doom and gloom though; I found lots of other interesting beasties on my continual circuits 

around the loch and the woodlands.  One day in particular when a bright blue flash shot past 

me, I stalked it far out of my allotted transect until I eventually found it, a common blue 

butterfly just casually sitting upside on a piece of grass.   It’s the friendliest butterfly I have ever 

encountered and was happy to spend half an hour with me sitting on my finger while I took 

photos. 

The most notable achievement for Ashkirk loch however was the colony of Small Pearl- 

bordered Fritillary that had not been recorded there before.  This was a proud moment and 

my first Small Pearl-bordered Fritillary still graces the screen of my mobile phone.  Subsequent 

visits revealed that there was a healthy population and every time the sun popped out from 

behind the clouds, several would rise up from the grass frolicking with each other and I would 

be spoilt as to which one I should follow to get a photo.  I also found many moths too and as 

I was just getting in to mothing, it was a good learning experience.  Two of my favourites 

were the Burnet companion of which Ashkirk Loch is an important site for this restricted 

species, and the Red necked footman which appear to have a had a bumper year last year and 

were found in every habitat that I covered at the loch and surrounding land. I am looking 

forward to visiting again in 2021 and continuing my search for the Northern Brown Argus that 

I hope are there somewhere on that hill.  It is not the easiest survey site I have been to, but I 

feel sure that its isolation and difficult terrain contributes to its uniqueness and solitude. 



  

Dragonflies and Damselflies in the Eastern 

Borders 2020 by Dave Graham 

I have had an interest in Dragonflies and Damselflies since 2003 after creating wildlife ponds 

on the farm at Newmains Reston. It was in this year that I had seen a large Hawker type 

Dragonfly at the ponds. It was very active, and I was only able to see it in flight which was 

usually brief as it was going about 100mph! I looked in my book when I got home and was 

pretty sure it was an Emperor. When I looked at distribution map it showed that they did not 

occur much further north than North Yorkshire. I thought id better ask someone who was 

better qualified than me to see what they thought. I asked the warden at St Abbs that I 

thought I had an Emperor, he thought it unlikely and said it would probably be a Common 

Hawker. I was not having any of it and asked him to come and have a look. He did and was 

astounded that I was correct that it indeed was an Emperor. It was the 2
nd

 Emperor for 

Scotland by one day! An acquaintance of mine had had the 1
st
 one for Scotland the day 

before in Dumfries and Galloway.  Thinking this was just a migrant, I was very pleased the 

next year to see Emperors again. This time I had male and female and saw the female 

ovipositing, pretty sure that was a first for Scotland though.  I then had them each year 

ovipositing being observed until the hard winter of 2010 which must have killed the larvae 

which stay in the water for at least 3 years. The year after my initial sighting I found 1 near St 

Abbs and 1 near Coldingham loch, these I thought were migrants. The site near Coldingham 

Loch however I noticed ovipositing here the year after and up till 2010, this site then had a 

few barren years. Then in 2013 I had Emperor at another pond I had created on the farm and 

gradually started to get them at the original pond and the 1 near Coldingham Loch.  They are 

now back in numbers and seen ovipositing each year at 3 of ponds on farm and at the 

Coldingham site. It is amazing how quickly they have spread north into the area and further 

north into Lothian also migrants seen into Fife and as far north as Aberdeenshire. Southern 

Hawker is another species that has moved into the area recently. I had my first 1 on the farm 

in 2012, I then had a female ovipositing in 2013 near Coldingham Loch. Southern Hawker are 

more often seen away from water and are usually near trees. I have had them present at 3 

ponds on Newmains in the last few years and ovipositing noted. I discovered Southern 

Hawkers emerging from a small pond down the coast from Burnmouth in 2019 on 30
th
 June 

which was first proof of breeding I had had in the Borders. In 2020 I witnessed a big 

emergence of them from small pond at Houndwood on 28
th
 June. 

 Migrant Hawker is another Dragonfly that has spread fairly recently into our area. I found 

my first one at Mire Loch St Abbs in Sept 2006 which was first record for Borders. They then 

appeared over next few years but then had a few barren years after the hard weather in 

2010. I also had them ovipositing at Newmains ponds in Oct 2006. 

  Broad -bodied Chaser is a migrant into our area I have had 3 on the farm, a male and 

female in 2010, 25
th
 to 28

th
 June with ovipositing seen. There were 3 records from the 

Borders in 2020, 1 in the east and 2 west Borders so this could be the next species colonising 

the area. 

 



 

  

Black-tailed Skimmer is another migrant in our area. The first 1 for Scotland was near 

Coldingham Loch in 2006 22
nd

 July followed by a female ovipositing on 23
rd
 July. There was 

then 3 near St Abbs Head on 25
th
 July. Have had them 3 times at Newmains all single males 

first in 2010 28
th
 June. Had a single near St Abbs after this and there were 9 males on 7

th
 Aug 

2020. Then after I had 1 at Newmains on 12
th
 and 13

th
 of July 2020. These too could be 

colonising our area soon. 

Red-veined Darter are rare but regular migrants into area. I had first Borders record at 

Newmains on 13
th
 July 2006 followed by 34+ near St Abbs on 13

th
 July with ovipositing 

noted. I get them near St Abbs every few years and usually see them ovipositing but have not 

seen any emerge so maybe water too cold in winter for this southern species. 

Banded Demoiselle have colonised fairly recently starting on River Whiteadder near Paxton in 

c 2008. They have now spread well up the Whiteadder and the Tweed, I have had them on 

Eye water up to Houndwood as well. I get them regularly at the farm ponds and away from 

water often. This species is spreading fast north into Lothian and records from Fife last year. 

 

 

An emerging 

Southern 

Hawker 

nymph 



 

  

Dragonflies and Damselflies in Eastern Borders 2020 

Banded Demoiselle. first 1 Newmains 28
th
 May .75 on 500meters of Whiteadder River 

upstream of Hutton Bridge on 7
th
 June. Common non breeder Newmains. 

Emerald Damselfly.  First 8 of year Mileknowe ponds near Ayton on 27
th
 June. 

Common breeder Newmains. 

Large Red Damselfly. First 3 Newmains 3
rd
 May. Common breeder Newmains. 

Azure Damselfly. First 1 Newmains on 9
th
 May. Common breeder Newmains. 

Common Blue Damselfly. First 4 Mileknowe ponds on 24
th
 May Common breeder Newmains. 

Blue-tailed Damselfly. First 2 Newmains 9
th
 May. Common breeder Newmains. 

Common Hawker. First 3 Whinny ponds near Coldingham Loch on 26
th
 July. 

Breeds in small numbers at Newmains. 

Southern Hawker. First 1 teneral Houndwood pond 21
st
 June also 27 exuviae then. 

Seen ovipositing Newmains last few years but never found tenerals or exuviae. 

Emperor First 2 Newmains on 24
th
 June including teneral first definite proof of breeding even 

though I have had them ovipositing most years since 2003. 1 reported at Burnmouth was a 

new site on 24
th
 June. Also had 2 males at Mileknowe ponds 27

th
 June first records for that 

site. 2 females ovipositing Whinny ponds on 11
th
 July and female ovipositing here on 25

th
 July. 

Had my biggest ever count at Newmains on 6
th
 Aug of 11, 5 ovipositing females and 6 Males.  

Four-spotted Chaser. first 5 Mileknowe ponds 24
th
 May.  Small numbers Newmains every year 

with ovipositing noted annually. 

Black-tailed Skimmer. 1 Male Newmains 12
th
 and 13

th
 July. & near St Abbs 7

th
 Aug with 9 on 

8
th
 Aug and 4 on 16

th
.  

  

 

Red-veined Darter. 3 near St Abbs on 24
th
 June. Rare migrant mostly near St Abbs, only 

recorded once Newmains. 

Common Darter. First 23 Mileknowe ponds 27
th
 July. Common breeder Newmains. 

Black Darter. First 4 Mileknowe ponds on 25
th
 July. Seen yearly Newmains but no breeding 

yet. 

List of Dragonflies and Damselflies from ponds at Newmains 

Banded Demoiselle, Emerald Damselfly, Large Red Damselfly, Azure Damselfly, Common Blue 

Damselfly, Blue-tailed Damselfly, Common Hawker, Migrant Hawker, Southern Hawker, 

Emperor, Four-spotted Chaser, Broad-bodied Chaser, Black-tailed Skimmer, Common Darter, 

Red-veined Darter, Ruddy Darter, Black Darter. 

 



 

  

Not sure what will turn up next?  Red-eyed Damselfly are spreading north fast and are up to at 

least Newcastle. So hopefully another couple of years and we will be getting them up here.  

Other potentials are migrants like Lesser Emperor and Vagrant Emperor. Another possibility is 

Southern Migrant Hawker which has colonised down south and spreading fast, so fingers 

crossed.    

Its amazing to think before I created the ponds at Newmains I only had seen 3 species of 

Dragonflies and Damselflies on the farm. After creating ponds 17 years on and I have possibly 

the biggest site list of Odonata in Scotland with17 species.  When I started digging the ponds it 

was more for my first love, birds, but I have become just as keen on Dragonflies now. I have 

encouraged some of my birdwatching friends as well and they have got the bug now. One of 

these friends of mine came down to see Banded Demoiselle back in the summer. We had a 

great day walking up the Whiteadder River from Hutton Bridge looking for Demoiselle 

perching on the riverside vegetation. As we battled through nettles and tried to avoid the 

Giant Hogweed my attention was drawn to a small moth like insect sat on a Butterbur leaf. 

When I looked through my bins I just about fell over!  I am sure that is a Hairstreak Butterfly, 

so I said to my friend. We are both not that great on butterflies so took a few pics before it 

flew across the river and up into the trees. After looking at the photos on the back of the 

camera and zooming in on it we could see it was in fact a White-letter Hairstreak. We were 

naturally delighted and gave each other a pat on the back. I thought I bet I know a man who 

will be interested to hear of this and indeed he was!!  So, get down to your nearest pond this 

summer and see what you can find. The hotter the weather the better for dragonflies and 

prolonged southerlies are best for bringing migrants our way. There is no better way of 

spending the day than sitting in the sun by a pond watching Dragonflies buzzing around. 
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A mysterious Butterfly turns 

up in a garden close to Duns 

Castle estate. Photographed 

by Lesley Gray. 

A Secret Butterfly in the Borders? 

by Chris Stamp 

In these days of rapidly changing climate, we are used to new butterfly species arriving to 

bring new names to county lists. A butterfly that is added because it has been rediscovered is 

much more unusual, although Small Blue did make a brief disappearance from the Scottish 

Borders list before reappearing when it was found safe and well along the coastline. 

There is another species that could make a comeback, and after a much longer absence. The 

Purple Hairstreak, Favonious quercus, is a butterfly with the perfect lifestyle for evading 

notice from butterfly spotters, living at the tops of the trees and barely flying until after 

butterfly watchers have gone home for tea, and the gates to some of the stately homes that 

tend to hold the best ancient oak trees, its ideal habitat, have closed. 

It’s a species that has not historically been well known in the county, with vague records 

from 18th century. The species occurs north, west and south of the Borders and its habitat in 

Scotland can be just single specimens of one of our commonest trees, Pedunculate Oak. As 

such, there don’t seem to be any compelling reasons why it shouldn’t be here. In other parts 

of Scotland, decades can pass between records from known sites and the fact that during 

2020 it was found in areas that it hadn’t been seen for a hundred years, or indeed had 

never been recorded at all, shows that it can easily escape notice for considerable spans of 

time, giving hope of Borders discoveries. 

Indeed, in the last couple of years there have been some tantalising clues that it may just 

have been seen already, with inconclusive photographs like the one below making it 

something like the Bigfoot or Loch Ness monster of the Scottish Borders butterfly scene. 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The Borders faces an additional complication that we are lucky enough to host its 

cousin Satyrium w-album, the White Letter Hairstreak, meaning that treetop Purples 

could be mistaken for White Letters in flight. Is there a silvery Purple Hairstreak in this 

picture from the Borders or is it a trick of the light? 

Locations like Duns Castle, Dryburgh Abbey, Floors Castle, Bowhill House, Ayton 

Castle and Plora Wood are all examples of sites that would seem to have very suitable 

habitat. An adventurous Borders butterfly watcher with a pair of binoculars could just 

make a legendary butterfly discovery one summer evening. 

A number of Hairstreaks 

flying high over Oak tops 

near the Whiteadder at 

Chirnside through July. It’s 

still thought that these are 

White-letter rather than 

Purple. Time will tell. 

Just a note from me to let you know that the author of this article Chris Stamp has had quite a season tracking 

down many new sites across Perthshire and beyond for the Purple Hairstreak. It has been inspirational to 

follow his journey through 2020, and many new recruits have been forthcoming to increase and widen 

searches going forward. In the Scottish Borders we have had Purple Hairstreak sightings, but all of those 

sightings are now ancient and historical. Chris has rekindled hope that they will be found here soon enough. 

 Through late Autumn and Winter Chris has been scanning the ground under Oak for fallen branches, 

checking for stranded Purple Hairstreak eggs. He has been incredibly successful and now holds a great creche 

of eggs. He contacted me late Autumn to ask if I would be interested in attempting to raise a few eggs 

through to adulthood and I jumped at that chance. I received 3 eggs in the post a few days later. My first ever 

sighting of Purple Hairstreak. An odd way for it to happen, by mail in an envelope. The 3 eggs residing at the 

moment in a Berwickshire fridge will eventually be married with a good healthy, plump budded Oak Branch 

prior to hatching. The caterpillars will make short work of those Buds its hoped. On the next page is a full 

page photograph of one the rescued eggs I hold just now. An absolute treasure of a thing. Thank you Chris .    



 

  



 

 

Scottish Borders Butterfly recording 

by Iain Cowe 

The Scottish Borders dataset for Butterflies is now at the time of writing up to date to the end 

of 2019, and I am at the moment in the process of working through the 2020 records. I was 

able to do a tot up of numbers to see which species are most recorded in the Scottish Borders. 

A table below. 

It’s no surprise that Ringlet are so far out 

in front, and no surprise that Green-

veined White follow them up in second 

place. Meadow Brown have lost a wee 

bit of ground this past decade, then 

followed by the Small Heath, then by 

our popular Vanessids Peacock, and 

Small Tortoiseshell. 

Northern Brown Argus feature quite 

high up in this table, and that really is 

due to some concerted efforts this past 

twenty years at surveying as many sites 

as possible, as well as discoveries of new 

ones. 

I have highlighted the returning, or new 

Scottish Borders Butterfly species that 

have begun to increase in number across 

the region since 2000. Wall Brown top 

the list whilst White-letter Hairstreak 

begin to pick up pace. 

At the bottom of the table you will see a 

few oddities that were recorded a few 

centuries ago.  

Also noting the 3 Brimstone records all 

recent, and perhaps signalling a possible 

regular incursion of adults through 

midsummer. 

We are missing, as you will have read, 

Purple Hairstreak. 

All in all from this list we have 28 

resident breeding, or regular breeding 

migrant Scottish Borders species which I 

have marked. Green resident and yellow 

migrant breeding.  

Species 

 

Status Total 



 

  

Changing Times for moths in Berwickshire 

by Barry Prater 

 
In recent years there has been an increasing number of unusually late records of some macro 

moths in Berwickshire, these being quite surprising finds in the moth trap. 

A good example is the Green Carpet whose flight season roughly covers mid-June to mid-

August. Until 2009 we had no records beyond August, then one appeared on 16 October 

2009 after a gap of 14 weeks since the previous record on 10 July that year. In most of the 

following years there have been more of these ‘late’ records with a clear gap between them 

and the last summer record of 4-10 weeks. This moth is common, widespread and, as the 

Moths Atlas reports, there have been large increases in both its distribution and abundance 

over the past half century. In the southern half of Britain it has two generations each year in 

May/July and then August/September and so its appearance here falls nicely in the middle of 

these. We now have about 20 records between mid-September and mid-October, many of 

which look quite fresh and strongly suggest that a second generation is starting to emerge here, 

which fits in with northwards spread of the two generations scenario. 

 

It’s a very similar story with the Snout, for 

which we have 15 October records, again 

with a gap of a few weeks since the end of 

the first generation.    

And perhaps even the Poplar Hawk-moth is 

showing the first signs of a second generation 

with just a few records from late August and 

early September with a gap of about five 

weeks after the previous latest record. 

 

Green Carpet (20 October 2017) Snout (31 October 2017) 

Poplar Hawk-moth (11 September 2018) 



 

  

So for these species we can probably make sense of what’s happening, with climate change 

likely to be a driving factor. But there’s another very common moth – the July Highflyer – 

which seems to be showing something different. Again some late season records have been 

made over the past decade or so with adults appearing well into October. At the same time it 

has been appearing on earlier dates than previously, even from late June. The overall result is 

flight season extended at both ends. 

 

[1 July = day 182, 1 August = day 213, 1 September = day 244, 1 October = day 274, 1 November = day 305] 

 

The change in recorded flight season has increased from around 30-60 days in the 1970s to 60-

100 days in the past decade. In 2020 the first record was on 1 July and the last on 29 October, 

giving a remarkable flight period of 120 days. The data plots are all a bit ‘noisy’ but they are 

based on a large number of records and the year-to-year variations will be a result of weather 

conditions and also the details of recording activities. There is a large gap between around 

1990 and 2009 when there was very little moth recording taking place here. Before 1990 there 

were two Rothamsted Insect Survey (RIS) traps operating through much of each year in 

Berwickshire and then from 2009 recording stepped up considerably. If the data from the 

other three Borders Vice Counties are included they neatly fill in the gap for the Berwickshire 

data, but combining records from such a large area may not be justified because of the differing 

climate and environmental conditions.  

 

There is no evidence of a second generation of this species in Britain and while the earlier 

emergences may simply be a result of climate changes (the Moths Atlas shows this is happening 

to a limited extent) the additional autumn extension is difficult to understand. 

 

July Highflyer 



 

  

The age-old mystery of the Blackneck 

by Iain Cowe  

The Blackneck Moth (Lygephila pastinum) is without any doubt one of Berwickshire’s mystery 

Moths. It’s a mystery for several reasons. It does appear to be quite isolated and particular 

about its habitat namely the sea cliffs of Berwickshire, it tends to be found in larval form 

among Wood Vetch (Vicia sylvatica), and up until a few years ago was thought to be confined 

to a small area of coast around Burnmouth. The Blackneck has since appeared on other sites 

and looks very likely to be present in varying degrees of density from Lamberton, through 

Burnmouth up through Eyemouth, and this year a single was found at St Abbs Head. It is 

probably far more widespread along our rocky coast than we know, and I have a hunch that 

it could be found north of Berwick upon Tweed with some effort, perhaps in the much 

unexplored undercliff. 

Nationally the Blackneck is plentiful though scattered throughout England and Wales, and 

down in the south it is described as a Moth of Woodland and Marshy places! How odd. It is 

also described to favour Tufted Vetch (Vicia Cracca) with no mention at all of Wood Vetch as 

a food plant. So just what is going on? 

Albert Long best described the problem here when he wrote in the History of the Berwickshire 

Naturalists Club journal (H.B.N. C, Vol. XXVI) 

 “ 258. Lygephila pastinum Treits. Blackneck. 551. 

1956 Burnmouth, one at m.v. light, August 2 ; another on August 6, both rather worn. 

Summary. — The two specimens of this species recorded above agree with L. pastinum in 

appearance, e.g., they do not possess the four costal dots nor the deep black collar of the 

Scarce Blackneck L. craccae. On the other hand the date and place of capture would agree 

better with L. craccae. For example the latter occurs on the rocky coast of Devon and 

Cornwall where the larvae feed on the Wood Vetch Vicia sylvatica. This plant is abundant on 

the steep braes at Burnmouth. In contrast L. pastinum is a moth which frequents woodland 

districts and the tufted vetch Vicia cracca is its food plant. There is something of a taxonomic  

problem here which could perhaps be solved by obtaining larvae in May and rearing perfect 

fresh imagines.  

 

This mystery still to this day remains very much a mystery. A few years ago I looked for 

evidence of the caterpillars along the coast in late April, and May and was lucky on several 

occasions to find the Blackneck out grazing during daylight hours in patches of Wood Vetch. 

There is no doubt in my mind these Moths are Blackneck, and not Scarce Blackneck, but that 

does not explain the habitat, and food plant choice which clearly fits the Scarce Blackneck 

m.o. 

Is it possible that the Blackneck of Northern Britain is a sub species, or indeed a completely 

new species. A somewhere in between Moth. A Northern Blackneck perhaps. 

   



 

  

The Blackneck 

caterpillar. So far found 

on Wood Vetch 

through early Spring. 

The Wood Vetch is 

strong along the rocky 

coastline of Berwickshire 

The Lamberton 

coast. A stronghold 

for the species. 

An adult Blackneck 

found at Lamberton 

Catcairn 2020. The Moth 

flies from late May, 

through June, and July. 



 

  

     The famous ‘Rickety Fence’ 

                by Lisa McLeish  

 

By now, most members of the East Scottish Branch will have heard of the infamous ‘Rickety 

Fence’ next to the Melrose Golf Course. It’s proper name is actually the disused rifle range 

and on first sight it’s a pretty unimpressive looking place. It doesn’t lead anywhere obvious 

and is a bit unkempt with lots of gorse and grasses and some marshy, wet areas. Nobody 

would have any reason to go there normally but for a couple of months in the summer it is 

the go-to-place for anyone who loves butterflies.  

As I live very close to the site I decided to really explore it last year and visit early on the 

season. Normally joined but my very reluctant, and not very keen on butterfly watching dog, 

Archie, I would walk the site, trying to get to know the different habitats there and how they 

all linked together. Covid restrictions occasionally made it difficult and I’ve still quite a bit of 

work to do but I’m looking forward to getting started again this year. 

 

I was able to chalk up two butterfly firsts for me at this site. The first was the Large Skipper. I 

missed out on them the year before but was lucky to spot several this year.  

The second was the Small Pearl Bordered Fritillary. This was a more special find. Small Pearl 

Bordered Fritillary had been recorded on the site before but very rarely and I think only a 

single butterfly. However, on this visit I was able to record at least three separate individuals 

flying low over the grasses. The fact that there was more than one individual present may 

suggest that either they are breeding on the site or nearby. My task this year is to try and find 

evidence of this – either through locating the food plant or, and this would be amazing, an 

actual egg or caterpillar.  

The area itself has become famous in the butterfly world for its colony of Scotch Argus 

butterflies. During the month of August and into September the area comes alive with this 

stunning butterfly. What starts out as one or two individuals quickly explodes into well over a 

hundred, possibly even double that. Many a butterfly hunter can be seen at this time, armed 

with their camera, crouched down in the grasses, cursing as yet another Scotch Argus eludes 

them.  

 

Dark Green 

Fritillary 

Common Blue 



 

  

Dark Green Fritillaries, Small Skipper, Common Blue and Ringlets can also be seen on this site 

as can the rather beautiful Narrow Bordered 5 Spot Burnet Moth. 

It’s not just butterflies however that can be seen at the Rickety Fence. I have been treated to 

several sightings of Roe Deer and there are plenty of signs of badgers and foxes in the area 

too. Jays can be seen in the woods next to the Golf Course and Buzzards are virtually always 

seen circling overhead. The gorse bushes are home to Linnets, Yellowhammers and Spotted 

Flycatchers and if you are lucky you may be able to hear the Cuckoos in the spring as they 

search the Eildon Hills for nests in which to lay their eggs. 

 

Unfortunately, like many places, it’s not safe from development and “progress”. At the start of 

2020, a large area of gorse was cleared, possibly as part of a firebreak, on the site itself. More 

concerning has been the extension of the golf course. Although the new practice green isn’t on 

the actual site, it is very close to it. Many of the first Scotch Argus to emerge each year are in the 

wild area next to the new green and I think it is inevitable that they will have been affected in 

some way. How much so however remains to be seen and I hope this year to be able to engage 

with the golf club and see if there is a way we can work together to preserve both this beautiful 

butterfly AND a really vital habitat in the Scottish Borders. To be continued… 
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An oasis in a Yarrowford garden by Nick Morgan 

Last March we moved to the Yarrow Valley after inheriting my father's house three years 

earlier. My dad was a biologist and I had helped him over the previous 15 years to improve 

the place for wildlife. We thinned out the woodland, taking out a lot of Sycamore and this 

allowed an understory of grass and wildflowers to develop. 

Our house is next to a burn and further up this little valley is an amazing area of rough 

grassland containing Rockrose and various other wildflowers. There is a thriving colony of 

Northern Brown Argus there and more recently Small Pearl-bordered Fritillaries have become 

more common. 

Wherever I have lived I have always tried to make the garden as attractive to butterflies as I 

can, so I have continued the good work started here by my father. 

An area of grassland next to the drive used to be cut once a year, but otherwise left to its own 

devices. I decided I should cut this area using a scythe mower which cuts the grass and other 

wildflowers close to the ground. I do this in October once all the flowers are over and I 

remove the cuttings, once they have been left to dry for a few days. 

I am hoping that this will eventually reduce the vigour of the grasses and allow the 

wildflowers to re-seed the area. However, some of the wildflowers didn't appreciate the first 

harsh cut two winters ago and didn't re-grow. 

 

I was also concerned about removing valuable shelter, so I only cut half of the area each year. 

Sowing wildflower seeds has had limited success. Two years ago, I sowed some Yellow Rattle 

and was disappointed not to see any plants later in the year. Last year I tried planting the seed 

in one small area, which I marked with canes. I was delighted to see it germinate and grow and 

later I found Yellow Rattle growing where I had sown seed the previous year. After that I 

picked any ripe seeds and spread them across the rest of the area, so I am hoping to see more 

of it this summer. 

 

Orange-tip Comma 



 

  

Late in the summer, I planted plugs of various wildflowers. I had tried this previously and to 

my annoyance each plant was dug up and eaten by rabbits! So, in 2020 I decided to just plant 

the plugs in two small areas, and I put rabbit netting around them. I am hoping they will 

grow up this year and spread out from these areas over the next few years. 

As well as this area, I have planted out a banking with Buddleia cuttings. I know these are 

frowned upon by some, but I make sure they don't seed everywhere, but cutting off the 

flowers immediately after flowering. 

Whilst looking for Northern Brown Argus amongst the Rockrose up the valley, it dawned on 

me that the same burn ran past our house, so Rockrose should also grow there. So, I took 

some cuttings and cleared a small area next to the burn where I planted out ten Rockrose 

plants that had successfully rooted. They have since grown to be about six inches across and I 

have planted Thyme amongst them. The area is far too small to support a colony of Northern 

Brown Argus, but it has proved that it can be done, and I hope to expand the area in the 

future. 

 

 

The great advantage of the coronavirus lockdown for me was that I had to work from home, 

so I was able to spend my lunch hours checking out these areas to see if there were any 

butterflies. I can't believe what I have seen over the last couple of years.  
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In 2019 I was astonished to find a Scotch Argus in the grass not far from the house. I watched 

it for a while and noticed it was laying eggs. I don't know if they have been here for a while 

or if this one had flown in from somewhere nearby. I believe they were found just over the 

hill from here about ten years ago. In 2020 I found two Scotch Argus, one in the same place 

and one down the drive. I am looking forward to checking out the local area in the future to 

see if there are more nearby. 

Also, in July 2019 I was delighted to see a female Dark Green Fritillary in our woodland. In 

2020 I regularly saw up to four in the meadow. I wonder if they were the offspring of the 

butterfly I had seen the year before. 

I had a few other exciting sightings in 2020 and interestingly I only saw one of each species. 

These were a Northern Brown Argus feeding on a daisy in the gravel outside our house on 

24th June. It wasn't far from my Rockrose, but sadly I lost sight of it and didn't see it again. 

Later that same day, I was walking down to the meadow and I saw a small orange butterfly 

on a Thistle. It turned out to be a Small Pearl-bordered Fritillary. I can only imagine that these 

butterflies had both come from the butterfly spot further up the burn. Although it is only 

about 500 metres from our house, there is thick woodland between the two places. 

 

In July I spied an orange butterfly whizzing about the meadow. I saw it again the next day 

and this time it landed allowing me to identify it as a Large Skipper. Two days later I thought I 

saw it again, but this one turned out to be a Small Skipper! 

 

Scotch Argus 



 

  

The meadow proved to be very popular with Ringlets with a maximum count of 35, but only 

the odd sighting of a Meadow Brown. 

The Buddleia was very popular later in the season with Red Admirals and Peacocks and a 

pleasing number of Small Tortoiseshells and Commas, including one Hutchisoni form and one 

dark coloured one! 

It seems to generally be 2 or 3 degrees cooler here than it is in East Lothian. Although we have 

a lot of special butterflies here, it seems odd not seeing any Speckled Woods or Wall Browns. 

Hopefully, they won't take too long to spread in this direction, but I am not complaining as I 

saw 19 different species at our place last year. 

I still have a lot of work to do to improve the wildflower meadow. I have planted a hedge, 

which I hope will give it a bit of shelter from the wind that blows along the valley. This winter 

I have planted 700 native broadleaf trees to replace two acres of Spruce plantation. Many of 

the species were chosen because of the flowers or fruit they will produce, which will hopefully 

benefit invertebrates and other wildlife. Even a few months after the Spruce was cut down 

there were fox Gloves and Thistles growing where previously it had been dark and bare. It is 

all good work, though, and I am excited to see how things develop and hopefully there will 

be a lot more butterflies! 

 

Comma Polygonia c-album ssp. c-album f. hutchinsoni 

 



 

  

Butterfly Conservation East Branch Events 

As you may have guessed there are no plans this year so far for any gatherings, or walks. Restrictions though may well be eased 

as summer progresses. There are plenty of online “Zoom” workshops, and of course the Scottish recorders gathering which takes 

place on the 13th March. You must book ahead if you want to take part. A full list of online workshops and events can be found at 

this address. 

 https://butterfly-conservation.org/in-your-area/east-scotland-branch 

 

To register for this event go here 

https://butterfly-conservation.org/events/scottish-recorders-gathering-2021-online 

 

Scottish Spring Gathering 2021 Programme – Zoom Webinar 

10:00 Welcome  Apithanny Bourne, BC Trustee 

10:10 Life Cycles of Scotland’s Butterflies Peter Eeles, Author of Life Cycles of British & Irish Butterflies 

10:50 Blinded by the light: Is light pollution driving moth declines? Douglas Boyes, UK Centre for Ecology & Hydrology/Newcastle 

University 

11:10 Comfort break 

11:20 Live Moths from across Scotland Dr Tom Prescott, Senior Conservation Officer, BC Scotland 

11:40 Monitoring and conservation projects in East Lothian Nick Morgan, BC Volunteer 

12:00 Monitoring the Mountain Burnet Patrick Cook, Ecologist/GIS Support Officer, BC 

12:20 Take on a Transect in 2021Anthony McCluskey, Helping Hands for Butterflies Project Officer, BC 

Scotland 

12:30 2021 Conservation Activities and how you can help Dr Tom Prescott, Senior Conservation Officer, BC Scotland 

12:50 Closing Remarks Apithanny Bourne, BC Trustee 

Find us online on Facebook, Twitter, and Instagram. 

 

https://www.facebook.com/EastScotlandButterflyConservation 

https://twitter.com/bceastscotland 

https://www.instagram.com/bceastscotland/ 

 

 

https://www.facebook.com/EastScotlandButterflyConservation
https://twitter.com/bceastscotland
https://www.instagram.com/bceastscotland/


 
So hopefully you have enjoyed this bumper edition of the Scottish Borders Newsletter. Many 

thanks to all the contributors, and many thanks to all the recorders out there across the Scottish 

Borders who despite all the restrictions of last year managed a good haul of Butterflies and 

Moths. 

I would also like to thank Barry Prater who has recently stepped down as our Borders area 

Organiser during this last period. Barry continues to be a big influence within the Scottish 

Borders Lepidoptera scene and has been for many years now. Without Barry’s guidance and 

influence and leadership we would be in a much poorer position than we are now. From 

hosting large events like the Scottish Entomologists Gathering at Eyemouth back in 2017, 

appearing on the BBC, getting the branch involved with Chris Packham’s tour of the UK at St 

Abbs Head, or hosting Moth trapping events, Butterfly walks, committee meetings, and not to 

mention all the groundwork of contacting landowners, surveying, recording, e-mailing, 

updating, writing articles for Newsletters etc, etc. Its hard work, and Barry made it all look 

easy, though I am sure at times it wasn’t. Michael Scott takes over now as Borders area 

organiser and we wish him all the best going forward. 

 

 

 

 

   

Epilogue 


