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“FRITS ABOUT, 2021 – No.1”   

(19 new reports – received from 10 November 2020 to 1st May 2021)  

 

 

 

 

Welcome. This is our first, albeit brief, “Frits About” of 2021 which includes reports received in 2021 up to 30 April.   
 

Due to (you know what related) travel restrictions, the numbers of reports have continued to be limited so far this year, as BC 

wished to align with regulations in Wales and not encourage travel simply to see or record butterflies. However, as restriction on 

numbers of people in outdoor situations eases, hopefully more people will get out and about and reports will soon increase. Back in 

March, there was evidence of large numbers of Marsh Fritillary caterpillars but as these were all related to specially licenced 

translocations by professionals, there is not much here for Frits About. Meantime, however, Wales has moved into Pearl-

bordered Fritillary flight season and it is encouraging already that positive reports have flowed from many of the 

Montgomeryshire sites, Cwm Soden/Silio in Ceredigion and (almost Wales) Ewyas Harold Common. Eyarth Rocks and a possible new 

site near Ewyas Harold (but in Wales) are yet to be visited.  
 

 

Richard Smith 
 

 

As always, contributions to Frits About are very welcome – but don’t forget to send in your records to County Butterfly Recorders as well. There is also a Facebook 

discussion group set up by Mike Bright of BC’s South Wales branch, in addition to North Wales branch’s Facebook page and BC Wales Facebook page.  Please keep 

Frits About contributions coming to me at my e-mail address rgsoverton@gmail.com Contributions to Frits About are the views of the individuals concerned and 

do not necessarily represent the views of Butterfly Conservation Wales.  
 
 

 

http://butterfly-conservation.org/2390/Recording-contacts.html#NORTH%20WALES
https://www.facebook.com/groups/ButterflyConservationSouthWalesBranch/
https://www.facebook.com/groups/ButterflyConservationSouthWalesBranch/
https://www.facebook.com/groups/277847912412601/
mailto:BC%20Wales%20Facebook
mailto:rgsoverton@gmail.com
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1. Pearl-bordered Fritillary (PBF). 15 new reports       Flight period normally late April to end May.  
 

Ceredigion  
Andrea Rowe reports: “7 PBFS seen at Cwm Soden/Silio, on 23 April, including 2 mating (see photo below), on 

transects whilst training up some National Trust volunteers. These were the first Pearl-bordered Fritillaries seen on 

the first transect of the day at Cwm Soden(Silio), Ceredigion today. Fantastic to see this mating pair and they stayed 

on the same spot providing some brilliant photo opportunities! Thanks to NT and volunteers”.  

Maggie Sproule advises: “Visited Cwm Soden on Saturday 24th April. Good numbers of Pearl Bordered 

Fritillaries on the wing, including two that were distinctly faded and a little battered, indicating that they 

had emerged several days earlier. Being on my own I did not venture off the main footpaths onto the steep 

banks but still saw at least 6 at one time in the little Meadow and 3 on the paths.”  

The Ceredigion Birds and Wildlife FB page had a report of one PF on the 22nd from Josh Pedley and Paul 

Taylor reported 8 PBF from Cwm Silio on 25th. 

Mongomeryshire 
Andrea Rowe posted (on 20 April): “Just spotted a post on the Butterflies UK Facebook group of a Pearl-

bordered Fritillary near Bickington, Devon today. We've also had reports of 4 at Y Golfa, Welshpool 

today. 

Tammy Stretton advised on 23 April: “Another good day for PBFs; here are the results from the surveys 

today: 

·        Fron Hydan: 7 in 30 minutes (& habitat passes) 

·        Y Figyn East: 15 in 30 minutes (an amazing count, especially so early in the season; a pass on the first pass!) 

·        Y Figyn West: 0 in 32 minutes.  

Tammy Stretton advised on 25 April: “Afternoon PBF lovers! Simon & Frank visited Llanymynech Rocks yesterday; no PBF in 30 minutes. Tim visited Y Frochas 

yesterday & Simon today, but no PBF yet seen on this site. 20 PBF in 68 minutes at Y Golfa this afternoon”. 

Tammy Stretton advised on 26 April: “4 in 60 minutes at Middletown Hill this afternoon. Simon Spencer reports good numbers at Y Golfa today, but none at 

Llanymynech. Forecast looking quite cloudy for the rest of the week.”   

 

Denbighshire 
Alun Williams saw 2 PBF on May 1st on Craig Adwy Wynt despite cold weather 
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Almost Wales (Herefordshire/Monmouthshire border) 
Following reports received elsewhere, Ian Hart (volunteer warden at BC reserve next to Ewyas Harold Common (just 1.5 miles into Herefordshire) came across 2 

PBFs on 24th April.  

A report of what would be a new PBF site in north of VC35, near Llanthony, is waiting to be confirmed by photographs, or failing that a site visit next week. The 

location is within 10kms of Ewyas Harold Common & BC reserve. Even if it is an SPBF, recent records are scarce in north Monmouthshire.   
 

2. Small Pearl-bordered Fritillary (SPBF) – one new 2020 report  
(58 reports in two previous 2020 editions). Flight period normally mid May to end June (dry grassland/dog violet habitat) or end May to mid July (rhos pasture habitat and/or 

uplands). Second broods some years during August. 

Glamorgan 
One late report from 2020 was posted by a Sarah Hardy of the Ogmore Valley Local History FB group, with photo from a site in Nant y Moel. It is clearly an SPBF 

in marshy ground and we’ve just been advised that date was 20th May 2020.    

 

3. Marsh Fritillary (MF) – three new reports 
Flight period normally mid-May to late June.   

 

Pembrokeshire 

John Steer found a couple of MF larvae at Puncheston Common on 14 April, after an earlier unsuccessful visit 

with David Redhead. 

David Redhead and John Steer found a single Marsh Fritillary larva (about an inch long) at Waun Lwyd on 30th 

April. 

Carmarthenshire 

Andrea Rowe saw 2 MF larvae at Caeau Ffos Fach Reserve on 30th April (not surveying for them, spotted by 

luck) basking on Devil’s-bit Scabious in areas topped earlier in the year”. 

 

Marsh Fritillary larva, Caeau Ffos Fach, 30 April 2021: A Rowe 

Richard Smith, 3rd May 2020. 


