
Volunteers’ help needed to locate unknown 

Grizzled Skipper sites  

 
If you visit a site, please let us know whether or not you see this species – see bottom of page 

We’d like people to use their knowledge of their local landscape to identify other sites where Grizzled Skipper 
may occur, outside of known sites, and to visit them during the butterfly’s flight period.  This will help us better 
understand whether current sites sit within a wider site network. BC priority landscapes (see map below) are a 
good place to start, with the butterfly occurring in the following: 

• Wye Valley and Southern Woodlands (Wales) - known sites include Slade Wood and MoD Caerwent in the 
south of the landscape. 

• Carmarthenshire Coast – known sites at MoD Pendine, MoD Pembrey and Pembrey Forest. 

• Border Hills (Wales) – known site at Llanymynech Rocks (Wildlife Trust Reserve). 

• North Gwent Uplands – single known site on private land in the south of the landscape.  

• South Wales Dunes, Alun Valley and Heritage Coast – known from Merthyr Mawr National Nature Reserve.  

• Puncheston Commons and Valleys – known from a private site in the west of the landscape. 

• Clwydian Limestone – known from BC’s Eyarth Rocks reserve but no records since 2010. Also known from 
Loggerheads Country Park and adjacent land (last record 2014). Visits to these two sites in addition to any 
other suitable habitat in the landscape would be very helpful.  

• Wrexham Industrial Estate – known from a number of sites on the Wrexham Industrial Estate.  

Grizzled Skipper in Wales  

Distribution (known sites): Ten current colonies are known 
from Wales, thinly spread through the vice counties of 
Glamorgan, Monmouthshire, Carmarthenshire, 
Pembrokeshire, Denbighshire, and Montgomeryshire. There 
are a small number of sites with no recent records, which 
require resurvey to confirm continued presence. Single 
individuals have been recorded at some other sites but 
breeding colonies have not been confirmed.     

Grizzled Skipper on Wild Strawberry, with bare ground patch: G Tordoff  

Flight period:  Adults usually fly between the end of April and the beginning of June, so visits to suitable habitat 
during these spring months are the best way of confirming the butterfly’s presence.  

Habitats: In Wales, Grizzled Skipper occur on sites with disused artificial substrates (spoil tips, quarry waste and 
derelict industrial sites), unimproved grasslands, sand dunes and woodland rides and clearings.   

Requirements:  All these need to be present in close proximity to allow the butterfly to successfully complete its 
life cycle. 

• An abundance of one or more key caterpillar food plants. Wild Strawberry is the main food plant on many 
sites with Creeping Cinquefoil, Barren Strawberry Tormentil and low-growing Bramble or Dewberry being 
the dominant food plant on others.  

• These food plants need to be growing in short vegetation and/or on bare ground in sunny, sheltered 
locations.   

• The adult butterflies also need taller grassland areas for basking and roosting and scrub to provide both 
shelter and focal points for mate location. 

CONTACT US 
Please let us know if you have visited a site, whether or not you saw Grizzled Skipper.  Please email us via our 
webpage contact form with subject line ‘Grizzled’ or this via link email.  For positive sightings you can use the 
iRecord app. Thank you!                                                          Produced by Butterfly Conservation Wales, April 2021 
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