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Summertime! 
 

  

Contributions to our newsletters 

are always welcome. 

Please use the contact details 

below to get in touch!   

If you do not wish to receive our 

newsletter in the future, simply 

reply to this message with the  

word ’unsubscribe’ in the title - 
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Dates for your Diary 

Annual Moth Night - 8th to 10th July 2021 
The UK Centre for Ecology & Hydrology, together with Atropos and Butterfly Conservation, organise Annual 
Moth Night. This year it is to be held over 8th to 10th July 2021.  

While all records are welcome, this year the theme is reedbeds and wetlands, so there is a particular appeal 
for records from species in ponds, rivers, canals, lakes, wetland sites etc. 

For more information please go to https://www.mothnight.info/ 
 

Help us take nature's pulse by joining the Big Butterfly Count 
The Big Butterfly Count is a UK-wide survey aimed at helping us assess the health of our environment simply 
by counting the amount and type of butterflies (and some day-flying moths) we see. 

This year it runs from Friday 16th July to Sunday 8th August. Simply pop outside on a sunny day and count 
butterflies and moths for 15 minutes and record your sightings. See www.bigbutterflycount.org 
 

Scottish Autumn Gathering 2021 - Zoom Webinar - Saturday, 2nd October   
Our annual Autumn get-together will be once again held virtually this year on Saturday, 2nd October.  

This half-day event will take place as a Free Zoom Webinar between 10am until 1pm, and we have an 
exciting programme of talks and presentations from our butterfly and moth experts and our wonderful 
volunteers. See Programme below: 

 Autumn Gathering 2021 Programme 

10:00    Welcome  
Apithanny Bourne, BC Trustee  

10:10    The Secret Lives of Butterflies 
Dr Martin Warren, Head of Development, BCEurope (Author of Butterflies: A Natural History)  

10:55    Clearwing News from Berwickshire 
David Long, BC Volunteer 

11:15    Comfort break 

11:25    Live Scottish Moths  
Dr Tom Prescott, Senior Conservation Officer, BC Scotland 

11:45    Butterfly Conservation’s 2026 Strategy – vision & purpose  
Dai Rees, Head of Conservation Wales, Scotland & Northern Ireland, BC 

12:00    Purple Hairstreak discoveries in 2021  
Chris Stamp, BC Volunteer 

12:20    Autumn & Winter Volunteer Opportunities 
Anthony McCluskey, Helping Hands for Butterflies Project Officer, BC Scotland 

12:30    2021 Butterfly & Moth Highlights  
             Dr Tom Prescott, Senior Conservation Officer, BC Scotland 

12:50    Closing remarks  
Apithanny Bourne, BC Trustee 

(Please note the content and order of presentations may be subject to change) 

The event will be held using an online platform called Zoom. More details and how to register for your 
free place will become available on our Events page shortly.  
 

BC events in Scotland 
Don’t forget to check out our website at www.butterfly-conservation.org/scotland as well as your  
local Branch website for up-to-date lists of fieldtrips, events etc: 

Highlands & Islands   – http://butterfly-conservation.org/313/highlands-and-islands-branch.html  

South West Scotland – http://butterfly-conservation.org/311/glasgow--sw-scotland-branch.html  

East Scotland             – http://butterfly-conservation.org/312/east-scotland-branch.html  

And of course Branch Facebook and Twitter pages too!                                                  

 

https://www.mothnight.info/
http://www.bigbutterflycount.org
http://www.butterfly-conservation.org/scotland
http://butterfly-conservation.org/313/highlands-and-islands-branch.html
http://butterfly-conservation.org/311/glasgow--sw-scotland-branch.html
http://butterfly-conservation.org/312/east-scotland-branch.html
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Dates for your Diary 

Scottish Priority Butterfly and Moth Online Workshops 2021 

Due to popular demand we are continuing to run our free online workshops via Zoom focussing on some of 
Scotland’s most threatened species.  The aim of these virtual events is to raise the profile of each species 
and ensure that attendees are sufficiently enthused to undertake surveys to help determine their current  
status. 

The workshops are free and anyone can attend, however, booking is essential as details on how to access 
the Online Zoom Workshop will only be sent to those that register an interest in the day(s) before each event.  
Full instructions on how to join the meeting will also be provided for those new to Zoom. 

Further details are/will be available on our events page here www.butterfly-conservation.org/events and then 
selecting Scotland in the “Search by branch” dropdown box. 

You can book a place by completing and submitting our online Virtual Priority Butterfly and Moth Workshops 
2021 booking form which can be found here 

Each workshop starts at 10am and last up to an hour.  The dates/species in this series include 

 Wood Ants Nest Moth - Myrmecozela ochraceella: - Thursday 1stJuly and repeated on Saturday 3rdJuly 

 Yarrow and Bitter Vetch Dependent Micros: Thursday 22ndJuly and repeated on Saturday 24thJuly  

 Silver Shade: - Eana argentana: - Friday 23rdJuly.  (NB: this is a repeat of last year’s online workshop) 

 Sand Dune Moths: - Thursday 5thAugust and repeated on Saturday 7thAugust 
 

Scottish Priority Butterfly and Moth Field Trips 2021 

In association with the above online events we are running the following field trips: 

 Wood Ants Nest Moth - Myrmecozela ochraceella - Saturday 3rdJuly 8.30 – 11.00pm.  Simultaneous 
field trips being held at Cambus O’May, Deeside and Inshriach Forest, Glenfeshie. 

 Silver Shade: - Eana argentana. - Sunday 25thJuly 10.30am – 4pm meeting at the Blair Atholl Visitor 
Information Centre, before splitting into smaller groups to survey new locations in Glen Tilt (below) 
away from its known site. 

        

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Anyone is welcome to attend, whether you have attended the Zoom training or not. 

Due to Covid-19 restrictions it is essential that you let us know you are planning to attend.  To book a place 
please complete and submit our Outside Event 2021 Booking Form which can be found here 

For more information about the online Zoom workshops or associated field trips please contact: 

Tom Prescott, Butterfly Conservation Scotland  
Email: tprescott@butterfly-conservation.org  
Tel: 01540 661469   Mob: 07979 785665 

http://www.butterfly-conservation.org/events
https://forms.gle/iFjvJaTfzt9PgavKA
https://forms.gle/1KHiR1kFSbPLgMGu5
mailto:tprescott@butterfly-conservation.org
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News & Updates 

Goodbye Balallan 

Butterfly Conservation Scotland staff are no longer working from Balallan, our friendly old Stirling office. After 
many happy years there, we have closed the office and our team are now homeworking. We can all be  
contacted on our usual tels/emails and of course by email: Scotland@butterfly-conservation.org or tel: 01786 
447753. 
 
Postal address: 

Please send via: 

Butterfly Conservation 
Manor Yard  
East Lulworth 
Wareham 
Dorset 
BH20 5QP 
 

Education Resources 

As many of you will know, Polly Phillpot has moved on from her Munching Caterpillars post but there are lots 
of useful resources to be discovered on the Munching Caterpillars Scotland project pages on our website - 
see https://butterfly-conservation.org/our-work/education/munching-caterpillars-scotland  

 

Thank you to all Citizen Scientists from NatureScot  

Citizen science is the driving force behind conservation work in Scotland, and it’s integral to the work that  
NatureScot does. To mark the end of the 2020 Biodiversity Challenge, our Chief Executive Francesca  
Osowska, along with staff from across NatureScot, wanted to say thank you and celebrate your contributions 
to protecting and enhancing nature in Scotland. Without the immense hard work of Scotland’s dedicated  
citizen scientists, we would not have such a rich understanding of the changes in our land and sea. While we 
could only include a small number of projects from across the country, the message is for every contributor, 
new and old, past and present.  

Our thank you video can be found here: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=fXseAoGm4Ow   

Thank you,  

From everyone at NatureScot 

NatureScot | nature.scot | @nature_scot | Scotland’s Nature Agency | Buidheann Nàdair na h-Alba 

 

Fife & Clackmannanshire Butterfly Report 2020 and Distribution Maps  

Gillan Fyfe and Elspeth Christie have produced a Fife & Clacks Butterfly Report for 2020 as well as creating 
some wonderful distribution maps for the 26 species with records from Fife and Clackmannanshire over the 
last 10 years.   

Here is the link to the Report: 
https://butterfly-conservation.org/sites/default/files/2021-06/
fife_and_clackmannanshire_butterfly_report_2020.pdf   

and the link to the distribution maps: 
https://butterfly-conservation.org/in-your-area/east-scotland-branch/fife-and-clackmannanshire-butterflies  
 
 
        

          _____________________________________________________________________________ 

 

https://butterfly-conservation.org/our-work/education/munching-caterpillars-scotland
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=fXseAoGm4Ow
https://www.nature.scot/
https://twitter.com/@nature_scot
https://butterfly-conservation.org/sites/default/files/2021-06/fife_and_clackmannanshire_butterfly_report_2020.pdf
https://butterfly-conservation.org/sites/default/files/2021-06/fife_and_clackmannanshire_butterfly_report_2020.pdf
https://butterfly-conservation.org/in-your-area/east-scotland-branch/fife-and-clackmannanshire-butterflies
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Project Updates 

Helping Hands for Butterflies 
The Helping Hands for Butterflies Project has been training new volunteers to identify and record butterflies 
this year, with online workshops in March and May reaching over 250 people! Those training workshops were 
recorded and can now be viewed on youtube if you’d like to brush up on your skills. While you’re there you 
can also watch our five wildflower identification workshops, covering five of Scotland’s habitats!  

Meadows that were created through this project were surveyed in May, though the shortage of suitable days 
for butterflies meant that few adult butterflies were actually seen! Eggs of Orange-tip and Green-veined White 
were discovered at several of the meadows however, and the shoots of perennial wildflowers like Bird’s-foot 
Trefoil, Red Clover and Knapweed were clear to see, so we’re hoping that the late summer butterflies make 
their way to the meadows this year. Project Officer Anthony also found dozens of caterpillars of the Six-spot 
Burnet Moth at Ruchill Park in Glasgow, where he’s been working with volunteers to maintain the site for this 
moth and the Common Blue butterfly by removing scrub which would shelter out the Bird’s-foot Trefoil that 
the caterpillars feed on. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Due to the ongoing pandemic, none of the in-person events for this project have been confirmed yet but it is 
hoped we can get going in July and August. 

Helping Hands for Butterflies is funded by the National Lottery Heritage Fund and NatureScot. 

Anthony McCluskey  
Helping Hands for Butterflies Project Officer 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
         

 

       _______________________________________________________________________________ 

 

 

 

 

  Cuckooflower at Springbank Park, Glasgow                         Six-spot Burnet moth caterpillars at Ruchill Park 

https://youtube.com/playlist?list=PLLoJK9yKJP43uTQr0ZcqGUsVN5Lun-g_U
https://youtube.com/playlist?list=PLLoJK9yKJP42hyM403R3TkothUT_EWZMo
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Project Updates 

Ayrshire Small Blue Project 
Butterfly Conservation Scotland is currently working in partnership with the 
Scottish Wildlife Trust and the Irvine to Girvan Nectar Network to enhance the 
habitat, and thus the future, of the recently introduced population of Small 
Blues in Ayrshire.  The original reintroduction occurred in 2013 on the Trust’s 
Gailes Marsh reserve near Irvine and has been a partial success, with the  
butterfly also becoming established on some of the adjacent golf courses,  
including Dundonald Links who erected a Small Blue interpretation panel on 
the course (right).  However, recent casual surveys have revealed concerns 
over a crash in Kidney Vetch, as several patches have disappeared, probably 
due to an increase in rabbits. Therefore, more detailed surveys are required to 
determine the current status of both the butterfly and especially its foodplant. It 
is hoped that this will also help identify sites where further Kidney Vetch can 
be planted and encouraged, as well as sites where it can be protected from 
rabbits by fencing, a vital step to help inform the next stages in the project. 

A two day co-ordinated survey was therefore undertaken on Sunday 13th and 
Monday 14th June, following a Small Blue online Zoom training workshop on the preceding Monday, to survey 
fourteen sites, including eight golf courses between Irvine and Troon (see map below)  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

The two survey days proved very popular with 15 and 18 attendees on each day.  Unfortunately, the surveys 
were unable to locate any Small Blues, either as an adult or an egg/larva.  However, the good news is how 
enjoyable both days were, the amount of ground surveyed and the quality of the data.   
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Project Updates 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Over the two days surveys were undertaken at 13 sites with Kidney 
Vetch being recorded at 116 locations with a staggering 3600 plants 
being recorded and an astounding 55,000 flower/seedheads counted! 

All the survey forms and maps have been passed onto Callum  
Hamilton (right), a student at SRUC, to plot and analyse as part of his 
final year project. 

There are still further areas to survey so you are not too late to get  
involved as we still probably have till the end of the month to find Small 
Blue and the end of September to find eggs, larvae and map Kidney 
Vetch.  If you are interested simply get in touch with Lynne or Tom and 
we can allocate you a site.  Lynne would also welcome any new  
volunteers to undertake pollinator surveys as part of her Irvine to  
Girvan Nectar Network project. 
 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Finally, a big thank you for those who took part part and made it such an enjoyable two days and to the 
greenkeepers who showed great interest and support for the project and allowed access for the surveys.   

This event is being delivered through the Garnock Connections Landscape Partnership, which is funded by 
the National Lottery Heritage Fund.   

         

Lynne Bates  lbates@scottishwildlifetrust.org.uk  and  Tom Prescott  tprescott@butterfly-conservation.org  

mailto:lbates@scottishwildlifetrust.org.uk
mailto:tprescott@butterfly-conservation.org
http://www.scottishwildlifetrust.org.uk/
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Conservation News  

A Summer of Species-rich Grasslands, Surveying and Satellites 

Undeniably one of the largest impacts we, as a species, have on the planet is global habitat loss. For  
instance, species-rich grasslands have declined to such an extent that the habitat now covers less than 1% of 
the UK. These habitats, however, are vital for the survival of many species that rely on them for food and 
shelter, resulting in coupled declines through the destruction of their environments. 

Consequently, the reduction of species-rich grasslands has resulted in many invertebrates becoming  
threatened. One example is the Northern Brown Argus butterfly whose population has decreased by nearly 
57% over the last 5 decades. This is problematic due to the crucial services different invertebrates provide; 
not limited to pollination, prey for other animals such as birds, indicating environmental change, and  
improving soil health. This has led to a pressing need to monitor and protect habitats and their associated 
species such as these before irreversible damage is done. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
The reality of widespread monitoring of priority habitats and their protected species is not so simple. There 
are difficulties associated with achieving high levels of monitoring including costs, time intensity, site  
accessibility, technological challenges, and failed collaboration. Therefore, a tool is needed that can bridge 
these gaps in monitoring and that is where I hope my research can come in.  

           Two sites of various species-rich grasslands in Scotland showing varying floral diversity.  

Northern Brown Argus by Tony Mainwood 
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Conservation News  
Through my Ph.D., I aim to investigate how satellite and drone images can be used to identify areas of  
species-rich grasslands and locate further habitats for priority species such as the Northern Brown Argus. 
Furthermore, engaging the public in these efforts will increase the scope of the project whilst creating  
awareness of the current threats that our biodiversity currently faces. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

This field season so far has involved collecting data at sites of species-rich grasslands on certain grassland 
characteristics which will help to calibrate the available satellite information. The next steps will be to involve 
the public in confirming these areas of species-rich grasslands with the hopes of mapping sites that can be 
used as a refuge for priority species including the Northern Brown Argus.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Although the project is still in its early stages, I am most excited to hear from the public about ways they wish 
to engage with my research as it develops. I hope that through open collaboration the research can be  
applied to a wide range of habitats and species, whilst creating a desire for increased biodiversity protection 
in a time where it is of most need.  

Samantha Suter   

Wildflowers found in grassland habitats.  

A typical quadrat used to survey the floral composition of the sites.  

 

   An occupational hazard - a grazing pony 
curious about who is interfering with their 

grass. 
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Chequered Skipper Population Explosion 
I have been the ranger at the Scottish Wildlife Trusts Rahoy Hills Reserve in Morvern, Argyll, for 21 years, 
and have monitored its butterflies on the reserve transect every year. The transect was also walked by the 
ranger before me, Donald Kennedy, who set up and began walking it in 1984. Neither of us had recorded 
Chequered Skipper on the transect or on the reserve, but it was for me a species I was always looking out 
for, as the reserve is about 40 miles from Fort William, and the only Chequered Skipper sites in the UK are 
found within a similar radius and mainly west of that town. I’d seen them at Doire Don on Loch Linnhe, and at 
Glasdrum, between Fort William and Oban, but nowhere else. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

In 2011 there was an unconfirmed report of a sighting across the glen from the reserve, then finally in 2013 it 
appeared on the reserve, with two sightings that year. I had high hopes of seeing them again the following 
year, but despite putting in a lot of time looking during its flight period none were seen on the reserve in 2014. 
However 3 were recorded for the first time on the reserve transect the following year, 2015, with a further 
sighting at another location on the reserve that year. Just 1 on the transect in 2016, 4 in 2017, 6 in 2018, and 
17 in 2019. Butterfly monitoring didn’t take place in 2020 due to Covid, but, on just one transect walk this year 
I recorded 21 Chequered Skippers! In one day! With a further 4 on the walk previously, and I still had the rest 
of the flight period to cover, the numbers speak for themselves, and are shouting out that this is a population 
explosion. 

I will never forget the day that they were first recorded on the reserve. I was with two colleagues and Tom 
Prescott, who had come to look at and give us advice on how to best manage Pearl-bordered Fritillary  
habitat, when one of my colleagues said ‘oh what’s this pretty little butterfly’…and sure enough it was a  
Chequered Skipper! I spent the rest of the day, and following months and few years thinking, everyone thinks 
they were always there and I had missed them. And I wondered…had I? No, and Donald didn’t either. We 
looked at everything that crossed our transect path, we were familiar with the species, and, you would have 
to be blind to miss them, they have a very distinctive way about them, flying in tight circles not far from their 
perches, right under your nose! And, I was looking out for them. No, they weren’t here, but now they are, and 
numbers have rocketed. I have also seen them at other locations on the reserve and elsewhere on the 
Morvern peninsula, and have had other people tell me that they have been seeing them too, in good  
numbers, including Donald…in his garden! 

What’s behind this expansion and explosion in numbers? Has it occurred at other Chequered Skipper sites? 
Is it something to do with there having been a number of very dry June’s in recent years, June being the  
species peak flight time? I don’t know, but it is always great to hear about a species that is doing well, and 
Chequered Skippers are after all one of the countries rarest butterflies. 

Steve Hardy 
Scottish Wildlife Trust’s Rahoy Hills Reserve Ranger 

Conservation News 

Chequered Skipper by Peter Eeles 
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Conservation News 

Lanarkshire butterfly transect highlights  
 

 

Butterfly transect numbers were down overall on my own 
Lanarkshire transects with only 1706 butterflies recorded in 
2020 compared to 3057 in the 2019 season. This was  
probably solely due to the impact of Covid-19 and Lockdown 
in the early part of the 2020 butterfly season. With the  
restrictions in place only allowing exercise once a day I  
decided to take my daily exercise at my two local transects in 
East Kilbride so as to be able to monitor how the spring  
butterfly species were doing but even so the numbers noted 
of Orange-tip were only 50% of what they were in 2019 with 
66 recorded. It was nice to see Peacocks numbers seen in 
Spring 2020 were up, at 64 recorded as opposed to  
twenty-four seen 
in Spring 2019.  
 
Twelve Small  
Tortoiseshell were 
counted in the 
previous year but 

spring 2020 brought out twenty-one, a nice increase over the  
previous five-year average going back to 2015 of only four in the  
early part of the year.  
 
The restrictions were lifted just as the Green Hairstreak season 
was coming to a close and it was great to be able to find the  
butterfly in another previously unrecorded 10-km square at NS73 
and to find 51 flying on my timed count at Mossmulloch south of 
East Kilbride.  
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Conservation News 

 
I managed to record eighteen species on transects in 
2020 including Small Skipper at Haughhead in  
Dolphinton. It will be interesting to see if this tiny  
butterfly can continue its expansion westward further 
into Lanarkshire with the habitat fragmentation being 
as it is. On the fritillaries I recorded ten Small  
Pearl-bordered Fritillaries compared to 48 in 2019 
and a total of five Dark Green Fritillary as opposed to 
20 in 2019.  

The undoubted highlight for me was to rediscover  
Purple Hairstreak in the county after an absence of 175 
years when it was last recorded in ‘Hamilton Parish’. It 
is probably a very under recorded butterfly, as peering 
for it in the canopy tends to lead to a crick in the neck. 
It can take a bit of self-sacrifice and effort as it is  
probably most active when most folks are sitting down 
to an evening meal, all weather dependent of course.  
 
Overall, we now have 27 transect sites of which 16 have been walked so far this year in all corners of  
Lanarkshire. Twelve species have been recorded up to the beginning of June with a few to emerge in the 
next few weeks, notably Large Heath which went unrecorded on transects in 2020. I’m looking forward to the 
wind dying down and the clouds scattering and the sun shining down in summer 2021. 
 
Tam Stewart (VC77) Lanarkshire & Glasgow City Butterfly Recorder (Images T. Stewart ©)  

 

         ________________________________________________________________________________________ 
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Take on a transect 
It’s not too late to take on a butterfly transect this year! While the recording season begins on 1st April,  
records from transects in the latter half of the year are still useful, especially for those species that have  
another brood in late summer. The UK Butterfly Monitoring Scheme website was relaunched this year, and 
it’s never been easier to find out what transects are near you. Click here to view the map of transects.  
Clicking on any of the sites will show you when it was last surveyed, and if you find any that haven’t been  
surveyed in 2021 then they’re up for grabs! Even those that have been surveyed this year might need some 
help from more volunteers, so feel free to contact us about those and we can have a look into it for you.  
Contact Project Officer Anthony McCluskey on amccluskey@butterfly-conservation.org 
         _____________________________________________________________________________ 

Download the new iRecord Butterflies app 
One of the easiest ways to send in your sightings of butterflies is through the free iRecord Butterflies app 
which has recently been completely overhauled and relaunched. 

The app has a complete guide to the UK’s butterflies built into it, along with photos of all of the life stages, 
distribution maps and flight times. Records sent through it go into the iRecord database for checking by local 
butterfly recorders, before making their way into our national databases and helping with our understanding 
of butterfly populations. 

One of the best features is that the app finds your location using GPS on your phone, enabling you to send in 
records of butterflies from even the most remote locations where you can’t get a phone signal.  

If you have already downloaded the app you can send in sightings of single species by simply tapping the 
photo of the species, or pressing the green butterfly icon at the bottom of the screen. You can also enter a list 
of species for a site by pressing and holding that butterfly icon for a few seconds, then selecting ‘Species 
list’ from the page that comes up.  

Future updates will include day-flying moths, a better statistics page and more new functions, so keep an eye 
out for those! 

           

 

 

 

 

 

 

    

Survey Updates 

http://www.ukbms.org/sites
mailto:amccluskey@butterfly-conservation.org


14 

Missing in Action 

In 2019 we had great success in determining the status of two of the UK’s rarest micro-moths, Periclepsis 
cinctana (Tiree Twist) that only occurs in the UK on Tiree and Eana argentana (Silver Shade), that is  
restricted in the UK to one small location in Glen Tilt. The Tiree Twist was refound on the island having last 
been recorded in 2007 whilst good numbers of Silver Shade were recorded from its known site, the first  
record since singles were seen in 2013 and 2014 and they were the first records since 1985.  Because of 
their rarity and only occupying tiny fragments of habitat both species are in the highest category, HA, in our 
Scottish Conservation Strategy. 

However, to really improve their conservation status we need to understand why they are so localised, if that 
is the case and that they are not simply under-recorded, by determining their exacting habitat requirements.  
This requires finding their caterpillars, easier said than done since they have never been found in the wild in 
the UK before and very little is known about them on the continent. 

Luckily Phil Sterling was on a family holiday on Tiree at the end of May, fortuitously the ideal time, we 
thought, to look for caterpillars.  We visited the exact spot where we had seen around half a dozen adults in 
2019 on Balephetrish Hill and almost immediately found small unfamiliar tortrix caterpillars in tiny spinnings 
on Bird’s-foot Trefoil.  Could it really be that easy!  Searches of other parts of the island by ourselves and 
John Bowler, the RSPB’s Conservation Officer on the island, found similar spinnings at a handful of locations 
but only where the Bird’s-foot Trefoil was growing in the same micro-habitat; short, flower-rich turf on south 
facing slopes beneath or around rocky outcrops.   

       

Our hopes and expectations had been raised but we had to wait a few agonising weeks as the caterpillars 
grew and pupated until an adult emerged.  As the caterpillars got bigger our hopes were beginning to dwindle 
as they started to resemble Cnephasia larvae and just earlier this week a Cnephasia conspersana adult 
emerged. Although not what we were looking for it is still the first record for the island. On the plus side 
though it does mean another trip to Tiree is essential – what’s not to like! 

To help raise the profile of the Tiree Twist, Tiree’s rarest resident, 
and that it is a wonderful colourful moth and not a cocktail as a 
friend of mine thought, Hayley Douglas, the island’s ranger has 
produced a Tiree Twist window sticker. These are produced  
annually, covering a different species each year.  Next year it is 
the Otter but in 2023 Tiree Twist.  Fortunately you don’t have to 
wait 18 months as the stickers are already available from Hayley 
(ranger@tireetrust.org.uk) for £3.  A lepidopterist’s collector’s 
piece and there can’t be many tourist promotional stickers of a 
micro-moth.  

Dr Tom Prescott 
Senior Conservation Officer, BC Scotland 

 
 
 

 

Survey Updates 

mailto:ranger@tireetrust.org.uk
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The Quest for the Silver Shade 
In the first week of June a trip up Glen Tilt was required to look for 
the caterpillars of the Silver Shade.  Plans to visit a little earlier in 
the year were thwarted due to the filming of a blockbuster movie in 
the glen.  Accompanied by Mark Young and Paul Brooks (right), 
with permission from Blair Atholl estate, we drove 10 miles up the 
glen to the exact area where good numbers of adults were recorded 
in 2019 and 2020.  We focused our search on the lichen and  
moss-covered boulders and adjacent flower-rich vegetation where 
Ashley Walker, the Canterbury Christchurch University student who 
had studied the moth last year, had recorded the highest density of 
adults. But alas despite a whole day carefully scouring the  
vegetation our search was fruitless. So another excuse to visit this 
wonderful glen.   

However, if you wish to visit then please join our Silver Shade adult 
survey on Sunday 25th July.  More details can be found in the  
Scottish Priority Butterfly and Moth Online Workshops 2021 article 
in this newsletter. 

Rather than promoting Eana argentana with a car sticker we are 
hoping the blockbuster movie will be called The Quest for the Silver 
Shade. 

Dr Tom Prescott  
Senior Conservation Officer, BC Scotland 
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