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– NEWSLETTER PREFERENCE –  
 

Many thanks to those of you who have recently changed to receiving an electronic 
version of the Devon Branch newsletter.  
 
For those of you who are currently still receiving paper copies, we appeal to you 
once more and recommend opting for an electronic copy.  
 
To change preference please email; branches@butterfly-conservation.org or you 
can phone 01929 400209. Please use email whenever possible.  
 
Thank you 

Happy Birthday 
 

Happy 95th Birthday to our awesome 
Butterfly Conservation President          
Sir David Attenborough. 
 
Over the course of his life he has been 
incredibly lucky to have encountered 
some of the world’s most extraordinary 
species of animals. This makes him the 
ideal person to have as an ambassador 
for butterflies and moths. He has a unique understanding of our natural world, how 
everything is connected and interdependent and of the effect our own species is 
having on the world around us.  
What a fantastic honour to have him as President of our wonderful organisation.  
 
Sir David has been President of Butterfly Conservation since 1998, he is a great 
asset to the organisation spreading the word across the globe and looking out for 
the little guys.  
 
So raise a glass (or a cuppa) and join us in wishing him the happiest of birthdays.  

 
In his recent BBC documentary Extinction—The Facts, Sir David urges us all to 
think about the ways in which we can all help to minimise the impact we have on 
wildlife and biodiversity. The documentary is available to watch on BBC iPlayer 
until the end of August.  
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Saving Devon’s Treescapes 
 

Many of you took part in last years brown 
hairstreak egg survey which involved 
looking for eggs on Blackthorn in around 
the hedgerows of Devon.  
Thanks have been extended by Devon 
Wildlife Trust, to all who participated.  
More than 300km of hedgerow was     
surveyed and as a result 606 eggs were 
counted by the volunteers.  
Work to secure funding to continue the 
project for the next four years is making 
good progress, so if you missed out last 
year hopefully there will be an opportunity 
to take part in the future.  
The survey was part of Devon Wildlife 
Trusts, Saving Devon’s Treescapes     
project which aims to provide hope and 

action in the face of the alarming changes that are already affecting 
our precious treescapes. 
For more information please search for Saving Devon’s Treescapes 
on the Devon Wildlife Trust website.  
 
https://www.devonwildlifetrust.org/what-we-doour-projects/saving-devons-
treescapes 

Brown Hairstreak Thecla betulae 
James Driscoll 

 

The brown hairstreak is an elusive 
butterfly that spends much of its 
time in the treetops feeding on 
aphid honeydew. It is found in 
woodland and along hedgerows 
where blackthorn grows. 

Action for Insects 

 
Action for Insects is another of the Wildlife Trusts’ campaigns. They 
have produced two downloadable guides that offer advice on what 
we can do, both in our own gardens and in our communities to help 
reverse the decline of insect species. This has got to be good news 
for butterflies and moths! 
The message is clear ‘Insects are essential to life on earth, including 
life in our garden. As pollinators, predators, prey and parasites they 
keep our garden healthy.’ 
 
https://www.wildlifetrusts.org/take-action-insects  
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#NoMowMay: Every Flower Counts  
 

How many of you have been taking part in Plantlife’s campaign 
to lock up the lawn mower for the month of May? 
Plantlife are encouraging people to ditch the lawn mower in    
order to increase the amount and abundance of wild flowers in 
our gardens and wild spaces. They are hoping the increase in 
the range of wildflowers will lead to an increase in pollinators 
and this means more butterflies and moths. Once registered you 
will be able to survey your garden for the amount of flowers in a 
1m² area of your lawn. The more wild flowers you have in your 
lawn the more nectar will be produced.  
 
Check out their website or social media for more information. 
https://www.plantlife.org.uk 

Gardening for                          
Butterflies and Moths 

 

Butterfly Conservation has their 
own guide to helping us to increase 
biodiversity in our gardens. It says 
‘Our gardens cover a greater area 
of land than all the UK’s national 
nature reserves. Please help to  
reverse butterfly and moth declines 
by providing food and shelter for 
them in your outdoor space.’ When 
I hear this I can understand the  
vital importance of gardening for 
wildlife. You should have received 
a free guide when you became a 
member. If yours has been        
misplaced then never fear as they 
are available to view or download 
on the Butterfly Conservation   
website.  

To make your garden into a       
butterfly paradise... 

 

• Don’t use pesticides, especially 
those containing neonicotinoids, as 
these can remain in the plant for 
several months and potentially 
harm butterflies and moths which 
drink nectar from the flowers. 

 

• Don’t buy peat-based compost. 
Peat bogs are home to many    
species, including the Large Heath 
butterfly. Check the label before 
you buy and choose peat-free    
alternatives. 

 

• Don’t be too tidy – leave borders 
intact over winter, allow leaves to 
accumulate under hedges and   
create a ‘wild’ area that you don’t 
touch very often. These areas will 
provide shelter for insects to      
hibernate and rest. 
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Friday 16th July to Sunday 8th August 2021 
 

Since its launch in 2010 the Big Butterfly Count has encouraged    
citizen scientists all over the UK to take part in recording butterflies 
and moths. It continues to be the biggest survey of its kind in the 
world. 
 
Butterflies and moths are a crucial part of our ecosystem, as they are 
both key pollinators and important parts of the food chain. They are a 
major indicator of the health of our environment, as they quickly react 
to changes in the natural world. By monitoring them, through 
schemes such as the Big Butterfly Count, we can gain a better       
understanding of the changes that are taking place on our planet. 
 
Last year, during lock down many people took part in the Big Butterfly 
Count and we saw the highest ever number of butterfly sightings   
being submitted. The numbers are huge, 111,628 people took part 
and 145,249 butterfly counts were recorded. This is great news as it 
means more people are becoming aware of Butterfly Conservation 
and its ongoing fight to preserve and protect species of butterflies 
and moths. Having popular figureheads such as Chris Packham and 
Sir David Attenborough spearheading the campaigns has meant that 
people pay more attention and the cause has more media coverage. 
The past year or so has brought many of us closer to nature, we 
have slowed down and taken more notice of our surroundings, 
whether that has been at the local park, on a daily walk or sitting at 
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home and watching nature unfold in our gardens. We have all          
benefitted from the connection to our natural world.  
 
This year’s Big Butterfly Count is asking us to count the amount and 
types of butterflies (and some day flying moths) to help assess the 
health of our environment. You can add your counts via the website 
https://bigbutterflycount.butterfly-conservation.org/map or by using 
the free big butterfly count app. There is also an interactive map 
available where you can see all the sightings in your area and        
understand how your data is contributing to conservation science and 
research.  

Get out there and record your sightings in which ever way suits 
you best. Your efforts will be greatly appreciated and will count 
towards giving us a better understanding of the state of the    
population of our butterflies and moths, adding even more weight 
to the argument for a more robust and ecologically sound policy 
and hopefully influencing future plans and the direction in which 
our environmental policies travel.  
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Aberrant Large white at Stoke Canon in the autumn of 2020 
Dave Jarvis 
 

The late summer of 2020 saw 
a considerable influx of white 
butterflies into Devon, a    
sizeable proportion of which 
were Large Whites. Many of 
these will have been British 
bred, but numbers will have 
been augmented by migrants 
from Europe. 
 
Having a particular interest in 
aberrations in butterflies I     
always try to get a close look 
at species which are present 
in fairly large numbers, a strong colony proportionately increases the 
chance of finding something different as many butterflies of the same 
species are present. In this case I was looking for changes in the 
black markings on the wings, particularly any abnormalities in the 
post discal spotting in the females. Thus I found myself trying to 
check several Large Whites which had taken a fancy to my Buddleia 
bushes, a difficult task as they all seemed rather jumpy and easily put 
to flight. My initial efforts came to nothing as those I managed to    
examine seemed normal examples of the species.  
 
However, around midday on October 1st during a good period of 
strong sunshine I found a male and female in coition on a Buddleia 
flower, they seemed completely oblivious to human presence and  
intent only on the business in hand! I was able to examine these    
minutely using a powerful magnifying glass to pick out the finer      
details. While there was nothing unusual in the spots on the upper 
wing I did find that instead of the usual sulphur yellow the male had 
distinctly blue coloured scales on the underside of the hind wing 
where it joined the body and the larger veins in his wing were also 
pale blue. This type of colouration seems to suggest that the male 
had characteristics of the aberrant form Pieris brassicae coerulea 
(Gardiner) This form has occurred both in captive bred and wild  
specimens of this species and in both sexes.  

Large White Pieris brassicae  
Andrew Cooper 

 

This is a typical Large White showing the usual         
colourations. This is common species and one of 
the most widely distributed butterflies in Devon.  
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These two stayed in coition for several hours including during a 
heavy rain shower lasting some 20 minutes. Unfortunately it was not 
possible to get a photograph but for anyone interested there is an 
excellent colour plate in the Aberrations of British Butterflies by 
A.D.A Russwurm illustrating the feature.   
 
The variations in colour may have been due to changes in           
temperature or light conditions during the caterpillar/pupa stage or 
possibly an inherited controlling gene passed on by one of the      
parents.   
 

Bovey Heath 
 
Earlier this year there was a fire at the Butterfly 
Conservation reserve at Bovey Heath. The reserve 
is situated on the outskirts of Bovey Tracey in 
South Devon. It is one of the best remaining       
examples of the heathland landscape that once 
dominated this part of Devon, it is well worth a visit.  
 
The fire was extensive and much of the heath was 
alight by the time the fire services arrived. The fire 
was bought under control but as you can see from 
these pictures, taken by Pete Hurst, there was a lot 
of damage and loss of habitat.   
 
It goes without saying that we must all take care to 
avoid doing anything that might result in a fire taking hold in the 

countryside. In England, on    
average 27,000 fires are started 
on grass, heathland and    
moorland every year. That’s an 
average of 73 fires everyday!  
 

• Avoid having open fires 

• Put cigarettes out 

• Take bottles and glass home 
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Obituary—Jim Braven 
 

I was saddened to hear of Jim’s passing on April 4th this year. 
 
Along with many other friends who knew him, I had spent several 
years working alongside him at the Lydford Butterfly Reserve before 
he retired as reserve officer and after passing on his considerable 
knowledge to me, asked me to take on this role. 
 
Jim was always interested in natural history; as a teenager he often 
rode his bike from Plymouth out to Dartmoor to explore the area. He 
met his wife Kath whilst they both attended Exeter University where 
they were both members of the walking group. After leaving          
university, Jim got a job at Plymouth Polytechnic (university) as a  
lecturer in Organic Chemistry and they settled and raised a family at 
Crapstone.  
 
Jim enjoyed many outdoor activities, became a member of several 
clubs, and was a lifelong member of the Rock Climbing Club. 
He also took part in cycling, doing time trials with St Budeaux Cycling 
Club and walking with the Field Club and the Devonshire               
Association. These outdoor pursuits aided in him being one of the 
founder members of the Dartmoor Rescue Group in the 1960s. 
 
His friend, Fred Jeffery (known as Jeff) taught Jim all he knew about 
butterflies and on a family walk with him at the disused Lydford     
railway station they spotted a Heath Fritillary butterfly and Jeff told 
Jim that this butterfly was in danger of disappearing. 
 
In the late 1980’s, there were talks on returning Heath Fritillaries to 
an area of the disused Lydford railway line and after a few seasons 
of clearance work in 1992 the Heaths were re-introduced forming the 
thriving colony that persists to this day. 
 
My wife and I still regularly met with Jim and Kath up until a year or 
two ago at each other’s houses throughout the year for mothing   
sessions, when we would have tea and cake and a good laugh. He 
will be greatly missed.  
 
Colin Sargent  
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I got to know Jim 
probably like most 
other volunteers by 
joining the winter 
work parties at    
Lydford and going on 
the summer field 
events to see the 
spectacle of thriving 
Heath Fritillaries at 
the Old Railway   
Reserve. Jim took 
full charge of dealing 
with all matters   
concerned with running the reserve and developed excellent         
relationships with the neighbouring National Trust, the Forestry   
Commission and all the private owners of land adjacent to the       
reserve. A decade or more ago, one of the private landowners whom 
Jim had been liaising with decided to fell a stand of oak trees to    
create a glade to provide more potential habitat for the Heath        
Fritillary. The landowner remembered seeing the butterfly in Lydford   
Forest in his youth. 
 
Jim worked closely with BC Head Office staff and attended site visits 
with them to assess progress and plan future work. From 2002 to 
2016 he organised the field meetings and work parties at the reserve 
as well as a yearly monitoring rota of weekly transects in spring and 
summer. An annual report would always follow so that members 
were kept up to date with news of Devon’s only colony of Heath    
Fritillary. Jim was an affable person and on the winter conservation 
days the work would always proceed with lashings of good humour.  
Jim and his wife Kath helped to man Devon BC stands at some of 
the shows and events around the county. 
 
Jim was awarded one of the annual Volunteer of the Year Awards at 

the BC National AGM and Members’ Day several years ago.  

I remember him warmly and acknowledge his substantial and          

successful effort in conserving the Heath Fritillary in Devon. 

Pete Hurst 
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Members Day and AGM 
  
This year’s AGM will be held remotely on Saturday 16th October 
2021 from 10am till approximately 12:30pm. 
Details of how to join the online meeting will be sent to all members 
nearer the time. 
 
The AGM will give all members the opportunity to hear reports from 
the committee about the achievements and work of our group over 
the past year. We will also be electing committee members for the    
forthcoming year.  
 
Directly following on from the AGM we have two speakers lined up: 

 
Dr Richard Fox, Butterfly Conservation’s Associate      
Director of Recording and Monitoring, will be giving a talk 
about the response of butterflies and moths to climate 
change.  
 
 
Jenny Plackett, Butterfly Conservation’s Regional      
Conservation Manager for the South West, will be talking 
about the All the Moor Butterflies project which began is 
2017.  
 

Put the date in your diary, we look forward to ‘seeing’ you there!  

iRecord Butterflies is a new app designed to make 
it easier to record butterfly sighting when out and 
about. The app is free to use and will guide you 
through the identification of any butterfly that you see 
in the UK. It allows you to add your sightings to     
millions of other valuable records that inform the 
work of Butterfly Conservation. 
 
Every sighting counts in the struggle to save our   
butterflies  
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Simon Saville, BC Trustee and Chair of the Surrey & SW London 
Branch, has set off on a gruelling 1,200 cycle from Land’s End to 
John O'Groats. A Butterfly Conservation Trustee, and member 
since 1985, Simon's childhood spent in the Dorset countryside 
sparked a lifelong passion for butterflies, moths and all types of 
wildlife. 
Now he’s taking action to help save threatened species, but 
he needs your help.  

Please sponsor Simon’s Bike for Butterflies Challenge        
today. Help restore the wild places we love across the UK, and 
create more habitats for butterflies and moths to thrive 
 
The month-long challenge will see him cycle an average of 40 miles 
a day, stopping at 15+ nature reserves along the way. 
  
Simon set himself the challenge – which was postponed last year 
due to Covid - to help raise awareness and funds to fight the decline 
of threatened butterflies and moths. 
  
Can you help him reach his target of raising £15,000 for Butterfly 
Conservation?  
 

Donations can be made via: 
• https://www.justgiving.com/fundraising/bikeforbutterflies 
• Over the phone by calling BC on 01929 406015  
• By texting: CYCLE 5 to 70450 to donate £5. This costs £5, plus 

a standard rate message. Alternatively, you can text CYCLE 10 
to 70450 to give £10 or CYCLE 20 for £20.  
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Action on Climate in Teignbridge 
 

Teignbridge is a beautiful area in South Devon, it is made up of 
around 78 towns and villages and stretches from the west side 
of Exeter, with Dartmoor to the north and the coast line and sea to 
the south. It is the second most populous district in Devon. 
 
Action on Climate in Teignbridge (ACT) was set up in 2019 by a 
group of volunteers and is working closely with local people and 
councils throughout Teignbridge to achieve a Net Zero District with 
increased and thriving wildlife. ACT’s Ecology group launched the 
Teignbridge voluntary Wildlife Warden Scheme in October of 2020. 
Volunteer Wildlife Wardens are given training and support to help 
wildlife flourish and are encouraged to work on projects that are of 
interest to them. [Butterflies and moths!] At the time of writing,    
training has been provided to over 60 Wildlife Wardens.  

There are about 54 Wildlife Wardens spread over the whole of  
Teignbridge, all with different backgrounds, experiences and skills to 
offer. They each share a vision to do something in their local area to 
make it a better place for our precious wildlife to live. They have 

been involved in a variety of    
projects, including working with 
councils and local landowners to 
create wildlife habitats, promoting   
wildlife gardening, commenting 
on planning applications, when    
necessary, and surveying and         
recording wildlife, taking part in 
citizen science projects, and even 
creating podcasts and          
newsletters so that people can 
keep track of what is happening 
locally. If you live in Teignbridge 
and would like to find out more, 
please email the Wildlife Warden 
Coordinator, Flavio Winkler Ford 

flavio@actionclimateteignbridge.org                  

Wildlife Wardens at an aquatic         
invertebrates ID training session and 
below, at work planting a new hedge. 

https://www.visitsouthdevon.co.uk/places/exeter
https://www.visitsouthdevon.co.uk/things-to-do/dartmoor-national-park-p234193
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Flavio says, as far as we know there aren't any similar Wildlife     
Warden schemes in the UK, but we have shared details of ours with 
many interested individuals all over Devon and beyond and hope that 
similar schemes will spread throughout the country.  

Our ecology group and Wildlife Warden Lead, Audrey Compton has 
been working with the Devon Local Nature Partnership. They are   
currently developing a 'Wild about Devon' network and support 
framework, designed to help all of  Devon's communities and Parish/
Town Councils to take action for wildlife. This should be particularly 
helpful in areas which don't have a formal scheme to find, train and 
support Wildlife Wardens and local projects.  

Some of the projects already started by community Wildlife Wardens 
include: 

• The creation of a community meadow in Kenn. 

• Hedge planting, wildflower areas and benches have been added by   
Ogwild, the group set up by Wildlife Wardens in Ogwell. 

• A wildlife gardening campaign, bat monitoring scheme and a habitat            
management working group that are making good progress in        
Chudleigh.  

• Dormouse habitat creation, hedge laying, tree planting and creation 
of a Devon bank which have all been achieved by the Exminster            
Environment Working Party. 

What could you do in your area?  

A scheme recently set up by the Wildlife Warden for Abbotskerswell 
is an easy listening podcast which aims to highlight the work of   
Wildlife Wardens in Teignbridge, to promote things we can all do to 
help biodiversity in our local areas and to increase awareness of            
environmental issues. The latest podcast is entitled; Sponsor visit, 
Dartmoor wild camp and Butterflies. It features an interview with our 
very own branch secretary Amy who highlights the work of Butterfly 
Conservation in Devon. You can search for the podcast The Devon 
Wildlife Warden on whichever podcast forum you usually use or     
access it via the website below.  

https://devonwildlifewarden.wordpress.com 
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https://www.mothstoaflame.art 

 
After a successful Crowdfunding campaign, Moths To A Flame has 
another year to build momentum and flutter its way from Plymouth to      
Glasgow. The Art and Energy Collective are inviting participants to 
join us in building an art installa-
tion for COP26 (The UN Confer-
ence on Climate Change in Glas-
gow in November 2021) called 
Moths to a Flame. 
 

We would love it if members of 
Butterfly Conservation Devon 
would help us to make moths. 
We are holding fortnightly zoom sessions to show you how you can 
join and make moths for our art installation. We would also like to  
invite you to share your knowledge about moths and join us for our 
monthly Watch Moths events.   
 

Watch Moths is an opportunity to keep in touch with how the Moths 
to a Flame project is going, to explore and to understand the world of 
moths in Devon a little better. 
 

Each Watch Moths event is comprised of an hour in the evening as 
the light starts to dim, and an hour in the morning to reveal what we 
have found.  
 

The next Watch Moths sessions take place online on the 23rd and 
24th July, 20th and 21st August, 17th and 18th September and 15th 
and 16th October, You can watch previous events on YouTube by 
searching for Watch Moths. 
 

If you would be interested in working with us on any of these things 
we would love to hear from you.  
 
Contact us Naomi Wright, Chloe Uden or Jenny Ayrton on  
hello@artandenergy.org    
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Another Good Day out at Strete Gate  
Michael Brooking  
 

Strete Gate Beach is at the     
eastern end of a long coastal spit 
that stretches from Strete to    
Torcross and beyond.   
Grid reference SX 83 45 
 
Within this defined area, a 500 
metre shingle stripe is covered 
with plants. You can see Common 
Restharrow, Common Birds-foot-trefoil, pink, Red Valerian, Viper’s-
bugloss and knapweeds, among many other varieties that form mats 
over the pebbles and producing a spectacular show of colours.  
 
On 17th June 2021 it rained all morning but by mid-day the sun was 
shining, albeit briefly, this then turned to light cloud cover and it      
became humid. Walking slowly through this colourful area I was    
surprised to find 24 migrant Painted Lady butterflies plus 6 small  
Tortoiseshell all of which were in perfect condition. They were all   
laying flat on the ground to absorb heat from the shingle which was 
warm to my touch. Any butterfly crossing the English Channel would 
find this spot a perfect place to arrive and be able to feed on such a 
rich nectar source.  
 
From July to September      
another 500 metre length 
grows Buddleia bushes. 
These can support            
exceptional numbers of    
interesting insects,        
including migrant moths 
and butterflies, to nectar 
upon them. No wonder I 
regularly visit this          
enjoyable little spot! 
 
 

Painted Lady Vanessa Cardui, Strete Gate Beach 
Michael Brooking 

Painted Lady caterpillars feed on a variety of thistles, 
on which they can be seen within a ‘silk tent’          
constructed around the leaves. 
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Moor Meadows is a community initiative whose members are        
interested in conserving, restoring and creating wildflower meadows, 
from a meadow in the garden to many acres in the landscape  
 
Where have all the bees and butterflies gone?  
Where are all the flowers that support them? 
 
The Challenge is to conserve what we have and to bring back what 
we’ve lost.  
 
Moor Meadows is now celebrating it’s 1,000 ͭ ͪ acre of wildflower 
meadows restored or created by its members. They have now       
secured funding which will help expand the project to make more 
meadows across Devon. For further information please get in touch 
with founding member Donna Cox by email.  
info@moormeadows.org.uk 
 
https://moormeadows.org.uk 
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Hello everyone, 
 
I hope you are all okay?  
 
As we near the end of restrictions, I hope you are all feeling a bit 
more positive about life getting back to normal and are looking      
forward to finally being able to get out and about without too much 
worry. How lovely to be able to spend time with friends and family 
again, to be able to celebrate milestones, go to concerts and comfort 
those in need without the worry of spreading a terrible disease.  
I hope you enjoy reading this edition of the newsletter, I would love 
your feedback and if you have any news or stories or perhaps a 
piece of artwork or a project you are interested in, please get in 
touch. 
I am writing a future article about getting children involved with     
butterflies and moths. Maybe you have shared the exciting reveal of 
a moth trap with your children or noticed caterpillars crawling on a 
food plant while out on a walk with your grandchildren? I would     
appreciate your anecdotes and any accompanying photos, if you are 
happy for them to appear in this newsletter.  
I would also like to see photos of butterflies and moths you have 
found in strange places! 
My email is listed in the members’ section or you can of course send 
me an actual letter. I was so happy to receive letters from butterfly           
conservation  members recently, I think in this modern world we can 
sometimes forget the joy of receiving a letter through the post. Thank 
you to those who have written to me.  
My garden is coming along nicely, the pollinators and birds all seem 
very happy with what has been provided for them. I am looking     
forward to next year when things become a bit more established. I 
now have another project in the pipeline. I was inspired by a visit to a 
garden during the NGS open garden scheme, to create a rockery 
along the bank in my back garden, I will of course be planting it with 
lots of nectar rich food sources and caterpillar foodplants. 
 
Maybe I’ll meet some of you soon at one of the work parties that 
have been organised, if not then I hope to see you online at the 
AGM. 
 
Take care and stay safe, Emma 
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Butterfly Conservation  

Devon Branch Work Parties  2021 – 2022 
 

2021 

 
Saturday 23 October joint NT/BC Ashclyst Forest near Exeter 10.30am–
14.30pm. Event contact; Peter Beale beale@eclipse.co.uk or on 01626 333 106.  
Directions from Exeter, take the B3181 to Broadclyst. Pass through the village and 
carry on toward Cullompton for about 3 km. Pass the turning on the left to Killerton 
House. After 500 metres, there is a turning off to the right opposite Budlake Farm. 
Take that right hand turning and carry on up the lane, past Hollis Head. You come 
to an island with large oak in the centre. Keep to the right hand lane and ignore a 
small turning to the left after around 500 metres. Carry on around a right hand bend 
until you reach Deadlands car Park, opposite Sprydon Beacon SX 998 993 where 
we will assemble. The task area has yet to be agreed with the National Trust, so 
those of you who would like to volunteer are asked to contact Peter Beale by email 
(details above), for further information, directions and a map.    
 
Sunday 7th November  BC Little Breach reserve near Culmstock 10.30am–
14.30pm. Event contact: Rick Tillett 07745 491382 rtillett85@gmail.com.  
Direction: Leave the M5 at junction 27 and take the A38 towards Wellington. After 
about 3 miles, just after passing over the M5, turn right onto the B3391 signposted 
Culmstock / Hemyock. After 1.1 miles turn left, signposted Woodgate / Beacon. 
Continue for 0.7 mile, going straight across 2 sets of crossroads and passing a ‘no 
through road’ sign and park where you can at the end of the lane. Meet at the end 
of the lane just past Purchas Farm (ST 108 154). From here it is about 0.5 mile 
walk to the site (ST 115 155). Useful tools to bring: rakes, bowsaw, loppers. Some 
branch hay-rakes may be available on the day.. 
 
Sunday 14th November joint DWT/BC Chudleigh Knighton Heath 10.30am–
14.30pm. Event contact: Peter Beale on 01626 333 106 or beale@eclipse.co.uk. 
Directions: Meet at Dunley Cross near Chudleigh Knighton [SX 837 775]. This is 
mid-way between Chudleigh Knighton and Bovey Tracey on the B3344 and a cross
-roads for Hennock, Bovey Tracey, Chudleigh Knighton and Kingsteignton. There 
are several laybys to park in around this junction on the Kingsteignton and     Chud-
leigh Knighton sides. We will be clearing scrub, removing some trees and raking up 
the litter. This will benefit Pearl and Small Pearl-bordered Fritillary, which breed 
here. Useful tools to bring: rakes, bowsaw, loppers. Devon Wildlife Trust will bring 
some tools on the day.  
 
Saturday 20th November  BC Lydford Old Railway reserve 10.30am—4.30pm. 
Event contact: Colin Sargent 01822 810 433 colin@colinsargent.co.uk.  
Directions: Meet in the National Trust’s Waterfall car park [SX 500 832] which lies a 
mile southwest of the main Lydford Gorge entrance. It is a half-mile mostly level 
walk to get to the site. The task will be to continue the essential winter clearance 
work for the Heath Fritillary and other butterflies. Main work will be raking up      

mailto:beale@eclipse.co.uk
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following the cut vegetation left by the brushcutter, but it will also some coppicing of 
trees and scrub. Rakes and pitchforks will be available but you are welcome to 
bring your own tools if you wish – small saws and loppers will also be useful for the 
coppicing work 
 
Saturday 27th November  Beer management for white spot moth 10.30am–
13.30 pm. Event contact Paul Butter 01297 442 290 paulndbutter@gmail.com.  
Directions go past the main car park in Beer and continue up the lane to the farm 
gate, where there is parking on the verge, courtesy of Rick Dormer SY 229 889. It 
may be possible to take cars further up the track to the old lookout, if conditions 
allow The task will be to manage the habitat of the Red Data Book white spot moth, 
which has a localised colony along part of the Jurassic Coast. The task will be   
limited to six people, so booking with Paul Butter will be essential. Loppers and 
secateurs would be the best tools.   

 

2022 

 
Sunday 9th January joint TDC/BC Heathfield reserve on part of Bovey Heath 
10.30am–4.30pm. Event contact Peter Beale on 01626 333 106 or 
beale@eclipse.co.uk.  
Directions meet in Dragoon Close (road sign missing) on the Heathfield Industrial 
Estate, grid ref SX 823 764 (postcode TQ12 6TU). From the A38 take the A382 
towards Bovey Tracey. After about 400 yards turn right at the traffic lights into Bat-
tle Road. After about another 300 yards turn left into Cavalier Road. Drive along a 
straight section of this road for about 800 yards and Dragoon Close is on the left 
just as the road starts to bend to the right. We shall be raking, clearing and coppic-
ing at Teignbridge District Council’s Heathfield Reserve to maintain the open and 
warm heathland there. The work has benefited Silver-studded Blue in the past. 
Some cutting tools, like loppers and shears would be  useful. Rakes will be availa-
ble or bring your own.  
 
Sunday 16th January joint DWT/BC Chudleigh Knighton Heath (old railway) 

10.30am–14.30pm. Event contact Peter Beale on 01626 333 106 or 
beale@eclipse.co.uk.  
Directions, from the A38 travelling from the Plymouth direction, take the exit slip for 
Chudleigh Knighton. At the top of the slip road turn left (heading toward Bovey 
Tracey). The gateway is the first pull-in 200 yards on the left. Park in the gateway 
near the dragonfly ponds and old railway at SX 839 769, or on nearby road where 
safe to do so. The task will be to coppice small trees and bushes close to a large 
glade that has been cleared to encourage the population of pearl-bordered fritillar-
ies. Bowsaws and loppers will be the most useful tools, but the DWT will also make 
some tools available 
 
Sunday 23rd January Hillbridge Farm, Mary Tavy, Rhos pasture and scrub 
10.30am–14.30pm. Event contact Peter Beale on 01626 333 106 or 

beale@eclipse.co.uk.  
Directions from the A 386 (either from the Plymouth or Okehampton directions) 

mailto:paulndbutter@gmail.com
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Turn off at Harford Bridge and drive through Peter Tavy. Leave the church on your 
left and drive onto a single-track lane in a north-easterly direction for two miles. 
Pass a handful of properties at Cudlipptown and keep straight on until a left turn 
that is signed Hilltown and Willsworthy. Ignore the no-through road ahead to    
Wapsworthy, but take the left turn to Hilltown. Drive down a steep hill and over the 
bridge that crosses the River Tay – Hillbridge. 100 yards after the bridge, the gate 
to Hillbridge Farm faces you on the left-hand side of a sharp right-hand bend. OS 
grid reference SX 531 806. The task will involve the cutting of willows that are    
encroaching onto a block of Rhos pasture. Bowsaws and loppers will be the most 
useful tools. 
 
Saturday 29th January joint FC/BC Haldon Forest powerline area 10.30am–
14.30pm. Event contact Jenny Plackett on 07918 073 654 jplackett@butterfly-
conservation.org.  
Directions Turn off the A38 onto the road to Dunchideock. Meet in the car park of 
the Haldon Forest Hub (entrance at SX 884 849). Volunteers will be able to park 
without a charge, if you arrive in time to be issued with a parking permit. We will 
then drive to the site below the main powerline. The task will be clearing scrub and 
young trees to open up an area used as a breeding site by pearl-bordered          
fritillaries. Bowsaws, loppers and secateurs will be the most useful tools.  
 
Sunday 6th February BC Little Breach reserve near Culmstock 10.30am–

14.30pm. Event contact: Rick Tillett 07745 491382 rtillett85@gmail.com. Otherwise refer 
back to the details for the task on the 7th November 2021.  
 
Saturday 19th February joint Aggregate Industries/BC Miltor Mator common 

near Kingskerswell 10.30am–14.30pm. Event contact Peter Beale on 01626 333 106 
or beale@eclipse.co.uk.  
Directions Meet at Dainton railway bridge [SX 853 666] between Ipplepen and King-
skerswell. Best to park in nearby Dainton village and walk to the meeting point as 
parking is very limited. There is a short muddy and stony slope on the way into Mil-
tor Mator so wellies or boots advised. Bring cutting tools for removing scrub and 
small trees, gardening gloves and lunch 
 
Saturday 26th February BC Lydford Old Railway reserve 10.30 am – 14.30 pm. 
Event contact : Colin Sargent 01822 810 433 colin@colinsargent.co.uk.  

Otherwise refer back to the details for the task on the 20th November 2021 
 
Peter Beale 08/06/2021  
Branch Conservation Adviser  
and Work Party Organiser 
 
P.S. Hopefully car sharing will possible from October onwards. The volunteers who 
book via the task organisers will be offered an opportunity to share transport. It 
would be helpful if you could indicate your willingness to car-share, when your   
contact the organisers initially. We could then put you in contact with each other.   
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Peter Beale - Conservation Adviser                                       01626 333106 
22 Frobisher Road, Newton Abbot TQ12 4HT                                       su5917@eclipse.co.uk 

 
Paul Butter - Events Co-ordinator/Health & Safety                01297 442290 
The Haven, Woodmead Road, Lyme Regis DT7 3AD                 paulnbutter@hotmail.com                 
 
Emma Grice - Editor                                                               07904 257193 
14 Laburnum Terrace, Abbotskerswell TQ12 5PT                            egrice72@gmail.com  
 

Mary Harold - Publicity Officer                                                01566 783188                            
                                                                                                 mary.harold@btinternet.com 
 
Barry Henwood - County Moth Recorder                                01626 364080 
Greenacre, 6 Lakeland, Abbotskerswell TQ12 5YF                    barryhenwood@gmail.com      

 

Dave Holloway - Website (sightings)                              d.hllwy51@gmail.com                                                                         
 
Pete  Hurst - County Butterfly Recorder                                  01626 854182   
36 Woodway Street, Chudleigh, Newton Abbot TQ13 0JU             pete-hurst@outlook.com 
 
Ray Jones - Treasurer                                                             01884 255386 
10 Broomhill, Tiverton EX16 5AS                                          ray1432.jones@btinternet.com 
 

Colin Sargent - Lydford Reserve Officer                                  01822 810433 
Stags Head House, Brentor, Tavistock  PL19 ONP                        colin@colinsargent.co.uk 
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Jenny Evans - Transect & WCBS Co-ordinator      jennifer.evans@lineone.net 
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