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Reflections ……. 

From Jane Jones, Chair Lancashire Branch 

September has arrived!! The weather has well and truly changed today from warm 

and balmy over the weekend to today’s much cooler, windier and wetter weather. 

Autumn is just around the corner!  

Sadly, this year has been disrupted like the last by Coronavirus restrictions which 

has minimised the field-trips and events that we have been able to hold. This is 

certainly not how we would have liked things to be, however we are going to plan 

for a full programme for next year and we will have to hope for the best! If you 

have somewhere local to you that  is a bit of a butterfly hot-spot  and you would 

like to share it with our branch members, please do get in touch to see if we can 

add it to our programme of walks which we will announce in our Spring newsletter. 

We are holding our AGM online again via a Zoom meeting on Saturday 20th Novem-

ber from 10:00am - 12:30pm. We will present our reports for the year, and then 

having got that out-of-the-way we have 3 great speakers for you. Please do come 

and join us, details of the talks and how to join the meeting on page 5.  

We were delighted to be able to hold a small event to mark the 10th Anniversary of 

our Myers Allotment reserve, although very disappointed that we could not open it 

up as a full branch event. Sadly the government restrictions in place at the time 

meant that we could have a maximum of 30 people so we felt it important to invite 

our volunteers, past and present, along with partners of the reserve who have been 

fundamental to its success. We are hoping that we will be able to hold a similar 

event next year that we can invite you all along too, to share this wonderful nature 

reserve. More details and plenty of photos in the article on page 10. 

Myers Allotment work parties have resumed in the last few weeks, and are held 

every Tuesday weather-permitting, from 10am till about 3:30pm (you are free to 

leave whenever you want, you don’t have to do a full day). Everyone is welcome, no 

experience necessary. The work parties generally involve scrub management using 

small hand-tools - loppers, bow-saws and the like, with plenty of breaks for coffee 

and lunch (bring a packed lunch with you). The day is a very social one, and is en-

joyed by everyone who comes; it is the combination of social company, being out-

side in nature and knowing that you are making a positive contribution to the up-
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keep and improvement of the reserve for our butterflies and moths. If you are 

interested and would like to find out more please contact Dave Wrigley (01524-

805527). 

We were delighted to welcome Simon Saville, Trustee of BC and chair of Surrey and 

SW London branch, to Lancashire on his Bike for Butterflies ride from Lands End to 

John o’Groats. As we are a large branch geographically, we hosted Simon for two 

days before ‘handing him on’ to Cumbria branch. You can read more about his time 

visiting sites in Lancashire and about the “passionate” people that kept inspiring 

Simon along his route on page 8. He started with a £15,000 target and has, to-date, 

more than doubled the amount raised for BC with over £30,000 raised! What a 

huge achievement both physically for Simon in completing the ride on his own and 

also for raising so much money for BC. Thank you! 

We are delighted that our first Photography Competition has attracted such a good 

number of entries and would like to congratulate John Cobham for his photo of A 

pair of Common Blues on Birds-foot Trefoil, on our front cover and also for our 

runner-up, Stephen Suttill, with his photo of a Latticed Heath moth on our back 

cover. A £25 NHBS voucher has gone to our well-deserved winner. We have put 

together a presentation of all valid entries which is available to view on our Lanca-

shire branch YouTube channel, and the winners and runners-up in each of the 3 

categories are on page 6. Well done everyone and thank you for sharing your pho-

tos! Perhaps we will run it again next year…… 

The branch committee is detailed on page 43, and as you will see there are vacan-

cies on our committee for Branch Secretary and Field-trip & Events Organiser. We 

are a large branch with a relatively small committee and, for the health of the 

branch, it is very important to have sufficient people on the committee to fulfil all of 

the roles needed. This also allows for succession into roles when a position be-

comes vacant. There is room on the committee for several new ‘faces’ and we 

would be delighted to welcome you to a meeting to ‘meet us’ and see if it might be 

for you. We currently meet 4 times a year via a Zoom meeting, but may move 

towards a blend of online and in-person meetings  in the future. Please contact me 

at chairman@lancashire-butterflies.org.uk / 01254-248832 to find out more.  

Jane 

mailto:reserves@lancashire-butterflies.org.uk
https://youtu.be/Dq8_9-k_JPU
https://youtu.be/Dq8_9-k_JPU
mailto:chairman@lancashire-butterflies.org.uk
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Newsletter - Reminder 

Over recent times we have discussed the amount of  paper we are printing and 

posting to our members, in terms of cost to the branch 

and environmental impact. We know that some members 

wish to continue with a paper copy and that is fine but as 

an environmental charity conscious of our carbon foot-

print and costs we wish to encourage those who are 

happy to switch to an electronic copy.  

From the Spring 2022 edition of the newsletter the 

branch ‘postal’ list will comprise only those members who 

contact us directly to request a postal copy… without 

your request the default position will be to receive our newsletter electronically. 

It is therefore imperative that if you would like to receive your newsletter    

printed, through your letterbox that you contact our newsletter editor Jane 

Jones by email (preferably) jcjmail@aol.com or by telephone 01254 248832 

I would like to personally assure you that we will continue to print the twice-

yearly Newsletter and annual Butterfly & Moth Report and post these to those 

members who request to continue receiving them this way. All other members 

will receive these through their email from the Spring 2022 edition. It is therefore 

also very important that should you change your email or think that you may have 

changed your email since you joined Butterfly Conservation, that you inform Zoe, 

our membership secretary on membership@lancashire-butterflies.org.uk to let 

her update the database so that you continue to receive our email communica-

tions. 

Only if you haven’t already done so - to continue to receive your 

Newsletter and Butterfly & Moth Report through the post, you must 

let us know at the contact details above. 

mailto:jcjmail@aol.com?subject=Postal%20Newsletter
mailto:membership@lancashire-butterflies.org.uk?subject=Email%20address%20Update
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Lancashire Branch Bookshop 

We still have 2 books for sale through the branch, both of which have proved very 

useful and popular.  Now is the time to get these books ready for the start of the 

butterfly and moth season! Brian Hancock’s Pug Moths of North-west Lancashire is 

now available for £10 (+£1.53 P&P) and Butterflies & Day-flying Moths of Lanca-

shire is available for £12 (+£1.53P&P). Please contact Jane Jones at 

jcjmail@aol.com (with Butterfly book  in the subject title)  or by phoning 01254-

248832. 

Branch AGM & Members’ Day 2021 

Saturday 20th November 2021 10:00am - 12:30pm  

To be held on Zoom again this year, hopefully we will be able to resume face-to-

face next year. 

Please register in advance for the meeting at  https://bit.ly/3abuw4V  A reminder 

email will be sent out the week before with the joining details. 

Agenda: 

• AGM 

• Martin Wain, North west  Regional Conservation Officer - Green Recovery 
for Morecambe Bay Woodlands 

• Mark Eastlick - Walk through the Branch Sightings page 

• Trevor Davenport - Photographing Butterflies and Moths 

 

mailto:jcjmail@aol.com?subject=Butterfly%20Book
https://bit.ly/3abuw4V
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Photographic Competition  

Winners and Runners-up 

Congratulations to all entrants, we had 24 valid entries submitted to our first pho-

tography competition, and we are delighted to be able to share with you the win-

ners (left-hand side) and runners-up (right-hand side) in each category.  

 Butterflies: 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 Early Stages: 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Brimstone Egg on Buckthorn 

Janet Turnbull 

Ashton-on-Mersey 

A Pair of Common Blues 

John Cobham 

Ellerbeck Nature Reserve, 
Coppull 

Brimstone on Vetch 

Janet Turnbull 

Sale Water Park 

Ruby Tiger Moth Larva 

Stephen Suttill 

Mossley Garden 
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Experience feel-good shopping 

Shop at smile.amazon.co.uk and Amazon will donate 

0.5% of the price on eligible purchases to your 

chosen charitable organisation, at no cost to you. 

Same products, same prices, same service 

Just log in at smile.Amazon.co.uk, and nominate Butterfly Conservation to start 

raising money for BC.  As of Aug 2021, BC has received over £2100 from Amazon as 

a result of people shopping this way. 

 

 Moths 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Our overall winner was John Cobham with his ‘Pair of Common Blues’ on our front 

cover, and in overall second place was Stephen Suttill with his Latticed Heath moth 

printed on our back cover.  

A short  presentation of all valid entries is available on our Lancashire branch 

Youtube Channel, why not make yourself a ‘cuppa’ and have 5 minutes enjoying 

some lovely butterfly, moth and ‘early-stage’ photographs . Maybe it will inspire 

you to enter next time….. 

Male Green Longhorn Moth 

Clare Sutcliffe 

Southport Garden 

Latticed Heath 

Stephen Suttill 

 Puddle Clay Pits SBI, 

Mossley 

http://www.smile.amazon.co.uk
http://www.smile.amazon.co.uk
https://youtu.be/Dq8_9-k_JPU
https://youtu.be/Dq8_9-k_JPU


8 

High Browns and High Hills 

My “Bike for Butterflies” through Lancashire and Cumbria 

Simon Saville 

A week after getting home from John o’Groats my legs were still hurting: 1,200-

miles in 30 days on a bike had taken its toll.  

I set off from Land’s End on 22nd June and reached Manchester on the 4th of July in 

the teeming rain (sorry, Manchester). My route then was via Whalley, the Forest of 

Bowland (429m at the Cross o’ Greet), Silverdale, Kendal, Penrith, and Carlisle. This 

took me through stunning landscapes, and I experienced every type of English sum-

mer weather: sun, drizzle, torrential rain, and wind - always a head wind of course. 

At least it wasn’t cold! 

I detoured to take in the best wildlife sites, and I was given superb support and hos-

pitality by both Lancs and Cumbria Branches, especially Jane Jones and Chris Win-

nick who kindly put me up - and up with me.  

In Accrington, I met Gemma McMullan and 

Chris Atherton at Milnshaw Park wildflower 

meadow. I was enormously impressed by 

what they’d achieved since starting the pro-

ject in 2018 - already 18 species of butterfly 

present. The meadows were flowering glori-

ously, and the sun came out enough for us to 

see some butterflies. This is an inspiration, 

an example of what could be done in any 

urban park up and down the country. 

The next 

day took me to the Bell Sykes Farm Coronation 

Meadow in Slaidburn in the Forest of Bowland. 

Rain kept most of the butterflies away, but it was 

great to see these wildflower meadows being 

cared for and extended.  

Chris and Gemma at Milnshaw Park 

wildflower meadow 
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I was at Myers Allotment to celebrate its 10th anniversary as a BC reserve (see page 

10), and managed to cycle up to Holme Stinted Pastures, where I was able to see a 

few High Brown Fritillaries, thanks to Martin Wain. 

Next day, I played truant with Chris Winnick for a tour of 

some wonderful sites around Whitbarrow by car. I was 

able to see Northern Brown Argus, Grayling and Large 

Heath. In fact, this was the only place I saw Large Heath 

on the whole trip.  

As I left Kendal, I 

took Chris’s advice 

and popped-in to 

Sainsbury’s, and picked up a few White-letter 

Hairstreaks doing their stuff at the top of the 

elms in the car park. It was then a long haul 

up to the top of Shap Fell (426m), but I was 

rewarded by a lovely wildflower bank on the 

way into Carlisle that was teeming with Small 

Tortoiseshells.  

With support from hundreds of people, fundraising has more than doubled the 

original target. We’ve raised well over 

£30,000 - and we’re not finished yet! 

It was a great adventure, and I will always 

remember the passionate, generous and big

-hearted people that I met on the way. They 

helped me when times were tough, were 

endlessly hospitable, and gave freely of 

their time and knowledge. It's people like 

this who make Butterfly Conservation spe-

cial, and who really make a difference for 

wildlife. My thanks to you all! 

You can see more details on 
www.bikeforbutterflies.org 

 

Northern Brown Argus 

Plebeius artaxerxes 

At Shap Fell, 425m above sea level 

http://www.bikeforbutterflies.org
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We were delighted to be able to hold a small celebration on July 7th to mark the 

event of the 10th anniversary of the Lancashire branch of Butterfly Conservation 

managing this species-rich 7.1 hectare site within the Arnside and Silverdale AONB.  

Under the government Coronavirus restrictions in place at that time we were able 

to host a total of 30 people, and so decided that it was important to invite our 

volunteers and partners to the event. Despite a somewhat threatening weather 

forecast, the day turned into a warm and sunny one showing the reserve off at its 

very best! 

We started the day off with the opening of 

moth light-traps that our moth-officer, 

Justine Patton, had set up around the 

reserve the evening before. This proved to 

be very popular with all those attending, 

with some 61 species recorded including 

Satin Beauty, V-moth (A&S AONB is a 

Myers Allotment Butterfly Reserve     

10th Anniversary 
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stronghold for this rapidly declining species), Pinion-streaked Snout. Other popular 

species included Peach blossom, Elephant Hawkmoth, Buff tip, Eucosma campolili-

ana and Buff arches.  

Lee Bassett, woodsman, was on site demonstrating 

various woodcraft that he uses across the Morecambe 

Bay area in conservation projects processing coppiced 

materials into woodland products that are sold locally, 

with the money raised feeding back into essential 

habitat management. 

Dave Wrigley, our reserve officer, led a walk around 

the reserve explaining much of the management that 

has taken place over the last 10 years, mainly by our 

hard-working volunteers, but also occasionally using 

external contractors for more specialised tasks.  

Dave Foy, one of our regular volunteers , manages 

the nest-box monitoring both on the reserve and also at Yealand Hall Allotments 

nearby, explained to the group the nest-box 

monitoring (done according to the BTO methodology) 

done weekly in the Spring by himself aided by Dave 

Wrigley, Sue Brindle and myself. There are currently 70 

nest boxes on Myers Allotment being used by 5 species 

- Blue Tits, Great Tits, Marsh Tits, Nuthatches and 

Tawny Owl. The boxes have been up for 8 years, 

originally put up as a requirement of the Woodland 

Improvement Grant.  

Dave Fisher, another one of our volunteers, 

also explained to the group the rationale of 

the bat-boxes that have been placed on the 

reserve and, although we currently only have 6 

boxes, we are hoping to add more in the near 

future as quite often only 10% get used at any 

time. 
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We were delighted that Simon Saville’s route 

of his Bike for Butterflies Lands End to John 

o’Groats bike ride brought him right past our 

reserve on the day of our celebrations, so we 

were able to welcome him and show him the 

great work that has been done by our 

volunteers. After fuelling him up with a picnic 

and some birthday cake (delicious and made 

by our committee member Zoe Foster) we 

waved him off to continue on his way. 

We are indebted to all our volunteers, past and present, who have worked over 

8000 hours over the 10 year period. We also acknowledge and thank the Leighton 

Hall Estate from whom we lease the reserve, and all our partners and neighbours 

for their respective contributions. 

Special thanks was made to two of our longest-

serving volunteers, Mike Bloomfield and Anne Smith, 

who have both been regulars from the very start at 

what were, until recently, twice-weekly work parties. 

They have decided this season to hang up their 

loppers and take a well-earned rest from the work 

parties, although we hope that they will perhaps pop-

in to see us for a chat on a Tuesday work-party day. 

Dave Wrigley presented Mike and Anne with a 

photobook each of the reserve, that Sue Brindle 

(another volunteer) had put together for them on our 

behalf, as a lasting memento of their tremendous 

contributions to the reserve over the last 10 years. 

No piece on Myers Allotment would be complete without the biggest ‘Thank You’ to 

Dave Wrigley, our reserve officer and committee member, who works many long 

hours unseen, aside from all the work parties he manages weekly from September 

through to March, on all the administration that is necessary to keep the reserve 

running smoothly.  

Thank You Dave! 
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My Wildflower Lawn 

Chris Atherton 

 

Three years ago this small garden lawn was just rank grasses with hardly any wild-

life visiting, so I decided to convert the lawn into a wildflower lawn.  I cut the lawn 

as short as I could, then scarified it by raking it hard to expose some bare earth.  

Then I sowed a native wildflower lawn seed mix ordered online from Emorsgate 

Seeds. 

I cut the lawn once a year in late summer and remove the hay for composting.  I 

leave some standing crop on rotation over winter to help benefit invertebrates and 

other wildlife. 

In the second year I added some yellow rattle seeds in autumn to help to keep the 

grasses in check and since then I’ve done nothing other than the annual hay cut and 

removal. 

Over the summer there’s been a constant supply of butterflies, moths, bees, crick-

ets, hoverflies, birds, damselflies and even cats!  The wildflowers have put on a 

great show and have really brightened up the garden. 

If you want to see more wildlife in your garden, I highly recommend trying a wild-

flower lawn, it's really educational and great fun.  
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Make a difference …... Volunteer! 

Anne Smith 

It all started a long time ago. I had always been a walker and interested in wildlife of 

all kinds. My friend Mike was also a regular walker and we began to do the odd 

work party on sites around North Lancashire, Warton Crag, Howe Ridding and 

Heysham among others. It was usually just one day. 

Silverdale was an area we knew well and we had previously visited Myers 

Allotment. When we heard in 2011 that Butterfly Conservation had plans to 

improve the site, especially for the rare species seen there, we decided to offer to 

help. Apart from the felling of some large trees all the work was to be done by 

volunteers. We turned up at 10.00am having driven up from Blackpool. 

We met David, the leader and organiser of the volunteers, listened carefully to our 

health and safety briefing, picked up our tools and off we went. David explained to 

us all what we were going to do, and why. The volunteers were a mixed group of 

ages and experience and almost all came from the local area. Some of them had 

extensive knowledge of the Butterflies on the site and were pleased to share it. 

Work parties took place twice a week but people just turned up when they could. 

Being retired we were able to attend most of them.  

The work was varied including sawing, strimming, raking, hedging, stacking logs, 

planting cowslips, putting up nestboxes, etc. Over the months and years we were 

able to develop our skills and as I have always loved bonfires I was often the one 

tending the fire, lighting the fire and making the fire-site safe before leaving. As I 

don't like to be cold this was great. Butterfly transects had been done on Myers for 

a long time and the Nest boxes are also being recorded. 

Volunteering is not just doing unpaid work. 

It is a great way of meeting like-minded 

people. Seeing a site improve visit by visit 

is very rewarding. There is no compulsion 

to attend weekly or monthly, just come 

when you can. Find out about projects in 

your area and give it a try, but be warned, 

it can be quite addictive! 
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Newsletter Articles 

What do you enjoy reading in the newsletter? What would you like to see more of?  

Perhaps you have read a book recently like those shown above, or would like to, 

and could write a book review for us for the next edition. If you are interested in a 

short-term loan of one of these books in return for a review then please do get in 

touch. 

Perhaps you have a favourite place to see butterflies and could share it with us all 

with text and photos? Perhaps its moths you have discovered recently? Perhaps 

you visited another part of the UK in search of a non-Lancashire species and can tell 

us about your quest, or it may even be a trip abroad (if only, eh!) to see butterflies 

or moths? 

Have you created a “wild area” for butterflies and moths either in your garden or as 

part of a community project? What worked? What didn’t? Any tips for other peo-

ple? 

This newsletter is only as good as the articles it contains and the more that come 

from you, our members, the better it is for everyone. 

Please contact Jane at chairman@lancashire-butterflies.org.uk if you would like to 

write something for us. Deadline for submissions to the Spring newsletter will be 

1st March 2022. 

Have you 

read any 

good 

books 

lately? 

mailto:chairman@lancashire-butterflies.org.uk
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A Butterfly Recorder’s Greatest Challenge  

By Peter B. Hardy 

The greatest challenge?  It’s surely THESE – trying to identify them correctly! 

What do we call them? – “Large White, Small White, Green-veined White” or 

something shorter? To me, they are brassicae, rapae and napi. Sandars (1939) 

wrote “It is my belief that even the youngest collector does not shrink from 

scientific names”. I am not a “collector”, but I think the same, and let’s face it, 

“napi” is rather less of a mouthful than “Green-veined White”. These names are 

abbreviated in my recording notebooks to “B, R and N”. Strictly, I am out of order 

here, as specific names should never be written with a capital initial, but “b, r and 

n” don’t look so clear in the notebook. One very experienced lepidopterist whom I 

have known for many years uses the abbreviations “Pbra, Prap and Pnap”, or 

simply “Pb, Pr and Pn”. I quite like the Bradley & Fletcher numbers, 1549, 1550 and 

1551; but when Agassiz, Beavan & Heckford tell us to change these to “58.006”, 
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“58.007” and “58.008”, then, sorry, I’m not playing. In this article, I think I shall 

continue with my “B, R and N”. 

They are the most wonderful of butterflies. After all, Eitschberger (1983) wrote a 

1126-page two-volume book (in German) just on N and its allies ... but R is just so 

amazing – its incredible tolerance of the most man-modified of biotopes – the way 

it can be seen searching out the tiniest little crucifer plants on which to attempt to 

breed (and probably succeed) – plants so apparently insignificant that we simply 

wouldn’t have noticed them if we hadn’t had our attention drawn to them by a 

white butterfly fluttering around them. N can be quite tolerant of parts of cities as 

well, as long as there is some green – females especially in late summer are often 

seen searching mown grass in city parks for possible hostplants. Sandars (1939) 

described N as “a rural species, rarely in gardens and unusually on cultivated 

ground” but this doesn’t always apply. 

Once in the 1990s, a new recorder (a bird-watcher starting to take an interest in 

butterflies as a sideline) wrote to me when submitting his first records that he had 

not included any “Whites” because he felt sure that they were found everywhere. 

In reply, I gently impressed upon him the need to record ALL species – it is clearly 

impossible to state whether a species is or is not “found everywhere” if there are 

no records for it. Then some years later a former work colleague remarked that she 

hadn’t seen many butterflies of late, and when I suggested that the “Whites” 

seemed to be doing quite well her reply was “Oh I don’t count the Whites!” What a 

frightfully unfortunate attitude! 

The three Pieris species were the basis of a paper by R.L.H. Dennis in 2007  

(“Support for mending the matrix: resource seeking by butterflies in apparent non-

resource zones”), which aimed to show the advantages of “a holistic landscape 

approach [which] provides the basis for conserving and enhancing the wider 

countryside, including open spaces in towns such as parks and gardens, for the 

majority of organisms that have different resource outlets” – I collected the data, by 

recording what every Pierid butterfly I saw during July, August and September 2005 

was doing, and Roger Dennis did the statistical analysis and wrote the paper. 

 

They are the most apparent of butterflies, shining white, like angels of purity, 

“psyche”, the first butterflies I ever knew (and loved) as a child – but WHAT a 
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challenge to the recorder! They are visible from a good way off, but as for 

IDENTIFYING them... 

If they are settled, it’s easy – but they are surely the most fidgetingly active of all 

butterflies. Where butterflies in other families take short flights and settle, these 

Pierids just fly and fly and fly. As the day becomes hotter, they become more and 

more restless. Sometimes one will come close and slowly enough so that we can 

see that it is bright white on the upper side and plain yellow on the underside and 

we feel certain enough to note down an “R” – but how often does one ever come 

so close and slow that we can see that it HAS some darker markings on the 

underside so that we can mark down an “N”? – in my experience, not very often, 

and sometimes what I thought was a certain R has eventually landed and turned 

into an N. 

Watching one – probably one that we have disturbed – flying and flying: so often it 

dips towards the vegetation and we think “it’s going to settle” – but does it? In 

most cases, oh dear no – up it goes again. Occasionally, yes, one WILL settle, on a 

flower, and we glide in as stealthily as we are able, and are just focusing our eyes on 

the hindwing underside to clinch the identification, when – after just a momentary 

sip of the nectar, UP goes the butterfly again and the whole process re-starts ... 

Perhaps N is very slightly less furiously active than R but there isn’t a lot of 

difference – and as for the way B, if we ever come across one, hurtles itself about 

and up high into and over the trees ... 

Perhaps there are those who CAN see the markings on the underside of a napi in 

flight; after all, S.G. Castle Russell (1866 – 1955) used to reckon that he could see 

the black dot on the upperside forewing of a male Orange-tip in flight – but I am not 

one of them. 

What IS the solution?  

S. Garland said to me, in 1996: “I never record Whites in flight”. J.E. Holmes, doing a 

survey of butterflies at the Trafford Park “ecology park” in 1994, adopted a policy of 

recording the “most likely” species if unsure: result: 25 B, 138 R, no N. Some 

recorders, including B.T. Shaw, have advocated a proportional allocation: thus, if we 

see, say, fifteen small Pierids at a site and can identify three of them as R and two 

as N but are uncertain about the remaining ten, then record the fifteen butterflies 

as nine R and six N; in theory this sounds quite good but how often do we see 
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enough butterflies in any given 100 m grid square to make it feasible to do this? – in 

my experience, not very. 

Another expert once advised me that one should never guess at the species if 

unsure, but should note it down as “R/N”: the snag here is that there is no facility 

on Mapmate, Levana or any other recording programme of which I am aware, to 

enter such a record. 

A person in Hampshire, whom I used to know and with whom I sometimes travelled 

abroad, many years ago, made out that he could nearly always identify them in 

flight because, I think he said, R had a “more direct flight” and looked brighter, but 

if unsure, he would “either pursue the insect until it settled, which they invariably 

do in the end” – really? – “or else did not record it at all”. 

If we are in some dry and not very semi-natural-looking habitat, such as a suburban 

street, and see a small Pierid flying past, which comes quite close and looks bright 

white and the underside hindwings look plain, but we are not 100% sure, do we 

record it as R? Conversely, if we are in a fairly damp rural location, close to 

woodland or scrub, and see something which doesn’t look quite as bright white and 

seems a bit slower in flight, but doesn’t settle or come all that close, do we record it 

as N? In each of these cases, there is a slight possibility that we might be wrong, in 

which case we will have over-recorded one species and under-recorded the other. If 

however we adopt a policy of never recording them unless they settle and we are 

100% sure, then we are definitely under-recording both species. 

Perhaps if we see one butterfly and manage to identify it for certain as one species, 

and then in the same locality see another, which looks the same but doesn’t settle 

and we are not certain, is it reasonable to record it as the same species as the first 

one? Is it then reasonable to record the next individual seen close by as also the 

same species, and so on until we come to one which we definitely identify as the 

other species? 

Remember also that in the Spring we have to contend with a FOURTH white Pierid – 

the female Orange-tip, Anthocharis cardamines; my recording abbreviation for it is 

“Cs” (I use “C” on its own for the Painted Lady). How often do we think, seeing a 

“White” flying not all that fast or strongly, looking a bit grey perhaps and maybe 

even with some darker marking visible in flight, oh that’s an N, perhaps even write 

“N” down in our notebook, and then the animal settles and mutates into a female 
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Cs? As we always seem to see at least ten male “Orange-tips” before we find one 

female “Wood Lady” (far better name for that sex) we then start wondering just 

how many of the Ns (and perhaps Rs) which we have already written down were 

misidentifications – and so often N and Cs co-occur in the same biotope to confuse 

matters further! 

I will now come to a matter which seems to me worthy of serious attention. In the 

data for Greater Manchester from the 2020 “big butterfly count” were the 

following figures for the three Pieris species: B, 2157 (42%); R, 2605 (51%); N, 343 

(7%). My own records for 2020 were: B, 71 (6%); R, 823 (64%); N, 388 (30%). 

Records from all other recorders that year were: B, 321 (12%); R, 1618 (60%); N, 

755 (28%). Something is not right here. Some (many?) contributors to the “big 

butterfly” clearly can’t identify Pierids. The “all other recorders” and my own aren’t 

too dissimilar in the percentages, but the “BB” is way out. I had only one answer to 

this: I scrapped all the “BB” records – of these. B has become almost a rarity, and N 

should certainly be higher than 7%.  

“N” and “R” taking nectar from Buddleia 
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Some reasons for B’s scarcity were suggested in a paper dealing primarily with 

Nymphalid butterflies but also including an analysis of the relative abundance of the 

three Pieris species, which found greater success in those species that laid eggs 

singly than those which laid in a batch (Dennis & Hardy, 2018). 

Clearly, as well as the eternal difficulty over R and N, there is also confusion 

between B and R. In theory, B should stand out from R and N by its size, but that 

isn’t as simple as it sounds; they vary in size and several times I have wondered 

whether something was a “small Large White” or a “large Small White”. I have long 

been aware that a B/R problem exists, but from these “big butterfly” records it is 

clear that the problem is far greater than I had thought. A lot more care needs to be 

taken especially with records from beginners. 

I think the only real advice I can give is: Try your best to get the identification right, 

and try not to have to say “I saw a hundred butterflies today but can’t record any of 

them because I don’t know which of two (or three) species they were”. 

If this article has earned the wonderful Pierids just a little more respect and share of 

attention, it will have been worth writing. 

 

MY OWN RECORDS FOR B, R & N IN THE CITIES OF MANCHESTER AND 

SALFORD IN THE FIVE-YEAR PERIOD 2017 TO 2021 
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Regrettably, in my contribution to the Spring 2021 newsletter Recording in “Greater 

Manchester” in 2020 there were two errors, both mine. On page 27, in the list of grid 

squares in Sale, “8109” should read 8190, and at the top of page 28, the reference to 

square “7892” should read 7893. 

P.B.H. 

Lancashire Branch YouTube Channel 

https://bit.ly/3mMMnEf 

Have you taken a look at our collection of videos and presentations yet? We now 

have 12 for you to watch and enjoy, including our Myers Allotment 10th 

anniversary celebrations held in July, Dr Phil Sterling’s “A Window into the World of 

Caterpillars”, a relaxing 10-minute aerial tour of Myers Allotment and many talks 

from our Moth Mornings, and most recently our photography competition entries. 

Why not subscribe to the channel and be notified as soon as we upload anything 

new. 

https://bit.ly/3mMMnEf
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Why Are Butterflies Out Earlier on Warton Crag                                       

and in Allithwaite Quarry (Cumbria)? 

Chris Winnick 

This is the burning question we have all been asking?! But 'yes' it is true..... 

butterflies really do emerge earlier where the climate and micro-climate suit and 

Allithwaite Quarry (2 miles from Grange-over-Sands) and Warton Crag have just the 

right conditions for early emergence. 

I visited Allithwaite quarry on the 19th April (after 

days of frosty nights but sunny days) with a 

'challenge' to find five species I had yet to see in 

2021; I found six within 10 minutes! Two days 

before, on an equally sunny and warm day (17oC), 

I visited another 'hot spot' on Warton Crag where 

I saw both Green Hairstreak and Dingy Skipper: 

the first two species I had seen this year that did 

not over-winter as hibernating adults. I was 

secretly hoping for an early PBF but was just too 

soon! 

Warton Crag is close to the coast and has a wonderful SW facing slope of limestone 

with poor soil and very short turf. Mild winter air from the sea minimises frost and 

the thin stony surface helps create a ground level micro-climate that in bright 

sunshine can be up to 20oC warmer than the ambient air temperature. It was no 

coincidence that the first Pearl-bordered Fritillary seen in northern England was 

seen here the day after my visit....just my luck! 

Allithwaite Quarry is also close to prevailing Atlantic air that has been warmed by a 

mild ocean and the Gulf Stream and although lacking such a prominent SW slope 

has a SW facing quarry instead. The limestone backwall re-radiates warmth and 

becomes a sheltered sun trap......perfect for early emerging flora and fauna. The 

quarry is also host to a wide range of caterpillar foods and nectar sources and all 

carefully managed by Butterfly Conservation volunteers. If you were a butterfly 

what is there not to like! 

Dingy Skippers Erynnis tages 
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So what new species for the year did I see on my visit this week? I posted my full 

sightings for Allitwaite Quarry on the Cumbria BC sightings page but they included 

Speckled Wood, Orange Tip, Green Veined White, Small White and Holly Blue....and 

as a bonus two Red Admiral were flying on adjacent land. All common species but 

once again first out on sites close to the coast where climate and micro-climate are 

especially favourable. 

The Sefton coast is especially good for early sightings but if you live in a large urban 

area look out for the 'heat island effect' where extra winter warmth will encourage 

hibernating Peacocks and Small Tortoiseshells to come out of hibernation that 

much earlier....and maybe encourage a Holly Blue out of pupation! However, if you 

live near the coast or in a sheltered 'hot spot' that has a warmer climate and/or 

micro-climate keep looking out for early sightings....it's always special to see your 

'first of the year', be it a brilliant male Brimstone or a stunning male Orange Tip. It 

might be too late for 2021 but not for 2022!.....and do not forget to add it to our 

sightings page on the Lancashire Branch web-site.     

What is a Butterfly Aberration? 

........or are we having aberrations! 

Chris Winnick 

Recently I received a photo of an aberrant Wall Brown 

from Jack Taylor …. a striking butterfly that really 

‘caught my eye’.  He was waking the ‘Cheshire Lines’ 

footpath just east of Formby in August and fortunately 

had his phone camera ready before it flew away! But 

what exactly is an ‘aberration’ when it comes to 

butterflies and moths? I thought I knew that to be 

‘aberrant’ is to be different to the norm. So, what 

could be simpler? However, looking at the texts that 

might enlighten I was confused by the terminology. Is 

an ‘aberrant’ similar to a ‘sub-species’ or is it a 

‘variation’ or even a ‘form’ of the species? And to what 

extent and in what way must the aberration 

be?......could it simply be an earlier or later than 

Wall Lasiommata megera 

form bradanfelda spotted by 

Jack Taylor on the Cheshire 

Lines path 

http://www.lancashire-butterflies.org.uk/report/
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normal emergence?...........or a larger or smaller specimen?.......or must it have 

different markings or a colour other than the normal? Are you getting confused! 

Some of the texts can be confusing so I turned to the splendid book by Donald 

Russwurm ‘Aberrations of British Butterflies’ [1978] published by E.W.Classey and 

although out of print is still available second hand. In his introduction Russwurm 

refers to the rather peculiar pre-occupation the British have in looking for and 

collecting butterflies and moths that look different to the norm. He puts this down 

to having so few native species…….. 

                          “On the mainland of Europe and from Asia to Japan, some of our 

familiar British species are represented by sub-species or geographical races. It is to 

these local races that continental  entomologists pay more attention rather than to 

the individual aberrations so highly prized by British collectors.” 

Russwurm was writing in the late 1970’s at the end of an era when ‘every major 

aberration captured is a prize for the collector’. Todays ‘collectors’ prefer to 

photograph aberrations however the joy of seeing rare and often stunning 

aberrations and adding them to photographic collections is still very much a ‘British 

pre-occupation’. 

Among the 59 breeding species there are two well know ‘forms’ that are 

distinctively different in appearance from the usual……. Hutchinson’s Comma and 

the Valezina or Greenish Silver-washed Fritillary. In addition, there is a large group 

of geographical ‘races’ and sub-species that are resident here: Adrian Riley 

identifies 31 such sub-species in his excellent book on ‘British and Irish Butterflies’ 

Published by Bramley Books in 2007. 

A sub-species is not an aberration but rather one evolutionary step away from 

being a species in its own right.  For example, there are three recognised sub-

species of both the Silver-studded Blue and the Large Heath. Morecambe Bay did 

host specimens of the ‘Northern Silver Studded Blue’ until it became extinct in the 

1950’s but Lancashire still hosts the Southern Large Heath [sub-species ‘davus’] and 

Cumbria both ‘davus’ and the Northern sub-species ‘polydama’. The third sub-

species [Scotia] is only found in Scotland, has very poorly developed ‘eye’ markings 

and a much paler almost ‘ghostly’ appearance.  

In theory each sub-species is geographically isolated from others and is distinct in 

appearance. In time as it evolves in response to its local environment this genetic 
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isolation may lead to an inability to breed with individuals from other populations. 

When this happens, a new species is ‘born’. In the UK we have 31 subspecies with 

some looking and behaving very differently to their relatives that live in different 

environments……. for example, someone observing the SSB in the Berkshire 

heathlands might be very surprised to see its tiny and darker relative battling the 

wind-swept rocky outcrops of the Great Orme in North Wales. 

I hope to cover the topic of sub-species in another newsletter but to return to 

aberrations there is evidence that climatic factors [especially unseasonal 

temperatures] are the key factors in producing aberrations. After the record-

breaking temperatures of 1976 a remarkable number of aberrations were recorded 

and experiments with captive bred specimens under different temperatures have 

shown that sudden disturbance or temperature change is most likely to lead to 

aberration during the change from larva to pupa.  

There are a number of different types of aberration. ‘Melanism’ shows an increase 

in black markings and is best found in fritillary butterflies where black spots and 

bars are enlarged or even cover the wing; this can be seen in the photograph of the 

Marsh Fritillary. ‘Albianism’ affects only black markings…. due to an absence of 

black pigment, they are reduced to grey or even white. Occasionally Fritillaries and 

Browns may have their ground colour reduced to creamy white. …….as in the photo 

of the Small Tortoiseshell and the Wall Brown that encouraged me to write this 

article! 

‘Dimorphism’ occurs when a species appears in more than one colour form……an 

example being the beautiful green-grey Valezina form of the Silver-washed Fritillary 

(see over for photo). Seasonal dimorphism occurs when one brood is different to 
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another [often the case with Green-veined White and Speckled Wood] and sexual 

dimorphism is when males and females look strikingly different…. especially true 

with Common, Chalkhill and Adonis Blues. 

‘Gynandromorphism’ shows indications of both 

sexes apparent in one specimen. In the North 

West this is most striking in the Common Blue 

where females that are usually predominantly 

brown with wings open can have various levels 

of blue with rare cases having male colours on 

one side and female on the other……as in the 

stunning photograph attached. 

Variation can also occur when markings of individuals for no obvious geographic or 

climatic reason can produce a range of aberrations: Ringlets in particular can vary 

from having almost no ‘rings’ (as in the 

photo) to having very pronounced ‘rings’ or 

‘eye’ spots. Equally some individuals can vary 

significantly in size with ‘dwarf’ forms 

probably due to drought and stunted growth 

during the caterpillar stage. Technically these 

are not usually described as aberrations but 

significant size variation can exist in all 

species and greatly adds to the diversity of appearance. 

So what are my conclusions? Aberrations are mainly weather related and can be 

myriad but reference works highlight ‘standard’ types. Such butterflies and moths 

are not capable of passing their abnormality 

on to the next generation as no DNA is 

involved. Sub-species may look and act 

differently due to isolation from other 

colonies and a lengthy period of adaptation 

to their environment however they would 

readily mate with other colonies should the 

opportunity arrive. However, if lengthy 

isolation leads to sufficient genetic change, it 
Silver-washed Fritillary form valezina 
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A 2020 Butterfly Report from ‘Across the Border’ (Part 2) 

We know that many in Lancashire visit the beautiful Morecambe Bay for butterflies, 

birds, wild flowers and beautiful scenery. If you venture a little further north then 

this is a report on some of the butterflies found there in 2020. In this issue we start 

with the Comma; the remaining species are in rough order of being sighted! 

There has been little adverse effect on butterflies as a result of Covid-19: on most 

sites less human disturbance may have even helped. Weather conditions however 

created a superb spring of butterflies but a very mixed summer.  

Covid may have had little direct impact on butterflies but it certainly did on 

recording......with many recorders spending more time recording new sites local to 

home. In particular new colonies of Purple and White-lettered Hairstreaks were 

discovered ‘on the doorstep’..... suggesting that there must be many more butterfly 

sites waiting to be ‘discovered’. 

OUR CUMBRIAN SPECIES 

Comma Polygonia c-album  

This was the first butterfly I saw in 2020 as it 

appeared in my back garden on a very warm 23rd 

March. It over-winters as an adult butterfly by 

hibernating through the winter. This year they 

found early Dandelions appealing before the very 

may be difficult or impossible for such species to mate……if so many believe they 

should be recognised as a new species. 

In the past aberrations were highly ‘collectable’ with some early collectors willing to 

pay sums equivalent to £100’s or even £1,000’s for the rarest and most prized 

specimens. All were duly pinned out and kept in polished mahogany cabinets for 

their owners delight…..or ready to be swopped or sold much as a serious stamp or 

coin collector of today. Many collections have survived and some are in natural 

history collections in museums for all to see ……. but if you want to see the best you 

may have to ask to ‘go behind scenes’ or eg book a place with Gary Hedges at the 

wonderful Liverpool Museum.     

(Photos Steve Doyle, Jack Taylor and Bob Eade) 
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dry conditions limited their nectar sources. It is rarely seen in huge numbers but is 

equally at home in gardens and the wider countryside and can be seen from early 

spring to autumn; the later ones being the new generation.    

Orange Tip Anthocharis cardamines  

After the good numbers we saw in 2019 we 

expected a good Orange Tip season in 2020 and 

were not disappointed. The first one I saw 

appeared in my garden during lockdown on 13th 

April. Even in lockdown I’m sure most of us saw 

plenty of these lovely little butterflies near home 

or out on our walks. Females have no ‘orange tip’ 

but are beautifully camouflaged in close-up.  As a very early season species to 

emerge from pupation the Orange Tip for me heralds in spring every year. 

Green Veined White Pieris napi   

This is always one of our first on the wing in early 

Spring both in our gardens and along our 

hedgerows and roadside verges. This is a common 

butterfly throughout Cumbria but a note of 

caution; it can easily be confused with the equally 

common and widespread Small White.  

Brimstone Gonepteryx rhamni  

There were good records of Brimstone butterflies 

in 2019 so with an early and warm Spring in 2020 

we expected a good emergence. It over-winters 

as an adult butterfly so its emergence is very 

much temperature dependent. We were not 

disappointed and those living in its geographical 

range in the South Cumbria limestone areas will 

have greatly appreciated seeing this superb butterfly. Over the last few years odd 

ones have cropped up ‘out of range’ in Cumbria and photos as well as records from 

reliable sources show them to be butterflies rather than the moth of the same 

name. There must be Buckthorn locally to support a colony but sometimes these 

are escapees from captive breeding.  
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Speckled Wood Pararge aegeria 

These are fairly common throughout Cumbria 

but less likely to be a  garden visitor.  My first 

in 2020 was in a country lane near Durdar on 

the south side of Carlisle on 23rd April....like 

most species they tend to emerge a week 

earlier in the south of Cumbria.....or even up 

to two weeks earlier if near the coast. With 

two or even three broods it can be seen in increasing numbers as the season moves 

on and can even be seen in October.  

Wall Brown Lasiommata megera  

My first one was on 2nd May in 2020 but I 

quickly found several more on my daily walks 

around the local roadside verges during 

lockdown. It has a second and often more 

numerous second brood in July/August. It is 

declining in many non-coastal English counties 

but is holding up quite well in Cumbria. We do 

not know why it has declined elsewhere however we are at the northern edge of its 

range. The beautiful markings on this delightful butterfly will be sorely missed if it 

does decline in Cumbria....certainly one to monitor closely.    

Holly Blue, Celastrina argyolus  

A species rarely seen in good numbers nowadays 

especially in north Cumbria but there was some 

good news from West Cumbria in spring 2020. This 

area has been a relatively under-recorded for 

butterflies but we now have several active recorders 

there who recorded Holly Blue in the Workington 

area for the first time in many years.  From the 

records so far it looks like the favourable spring 

allowed this butterfly to have a good season in other parts of Cumbria but don’t 

forget, Holly Blue is very much an urban as well as rural butterfly so it  could appear 

anywhere quality Holly trees and Ivy flourish.  
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Large Skipper, Ochlodes venata  

It had an early start to its flight season but usually 

hits a peak in mid-June which unfortunately in 2020 

was when the early Spring weather turned cold wet 

and windy. As a result like many other species we 

expect it had a truncated egg laying season. It is a 

widespread species however and can withstand a 

poor year. This is a non-spectacular looking butterfly 

that does not usually visit gardens so is probably under-recorded.  

Common Blue, Polyommatus icarus  

This is still a fairly common butterfly in Cumbria particularly on the coast. In 

addition to the blue male and brown female it is not uncommon in Cumbria to see 

the more unusual blue form female which is pictured opposite. This species is not 

often found in your garden unless you are very rural, on the coast or close to 

unimproved wildflower grasslands.  

Small Skipper, Thymelicus sylvestris  

Now a regular Cumbrian species having only 

colonised our county in 2020. Since then however 

it has colonised just about every area north, south 

east and west and even at a decent altitude.  This 

lover of medium-tall grasslands can easily be over-

looked: I hope it is still well recorded even if it is 

not one of our most spectacular butterflies. It is 

certainly not in decline but be careful not to mis-identify it for the similar but larger 

and better marked Large Skipper. 
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Gatekeeper or Hedge Brown, Pyronia tithonus   

Although records took a slight knock in 2018 

they recovered in 2019 and 2020. Over the 

years they have slowly expanded their range 

north and inland to be found along hedgerows 

where they love to nectar on bramble flowers. 

This is one of our most attractive butterflies 

with gorgeous chestnut coloured markings on 

a darker background. Like most of the ‘Brown’ 

family their caterpillars feed on grasses and wet mild weather helps grass growth 

and grass feeders! 

Small Copper, Lycaena phlaeas   

The Small Copper is a widespread species not in 

decline but seldom seen in large numbers even 

on its stronger coastal sites. It can however be 

found just about anywhere in Cumbria where 

Sorrel, its egg laying plant is found and that is a 

very common plant. It emerges in spring and 

again in late summer when it likes to nectar on 

Ragwort. This is one of the most attractive little butterflies you are ever likely to 

see....but not usually in a garden.  

Small Heath Coenonympha pamphilus  

This is an under-recorded butterfly found the 

length and breadth of Cumbria. I see them on a 

vast number of sites and even on the lower 

slopes of mountains however they have been in 

decline in some parts of the UK where marginal 

farmland has been more intensely managed/

improved for sheep farming. 

High Brown Fritillary, Argynnis adippe  

High Browns had a better season in 2020 north of the Kent Estuary but continue to 

decline alarmingly in north Lancashire.  Adults emerged two weeks early on 12th 
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June and were heading towards their best season 

since 2010 until mixed weather in June and July 

set things back. It was therefore just as well the 

flight season did start early and that egg laying 

took place at their favoured locations raising 

expectations for 2021. The survival of this species 

is still a concern; Cumbria is its UK stronghold and 

conservation work takes place every year to help 

this species from becoming extinct. 

Dark Green Fritillary, Argynnis aglaga  

Numbers have dipped over the last few years after 

10 years of expansion: the cause is a bit of a 

mystery. Bearing in mind their flight season is much 

the same as High Browns we know that later 

weather conditions were not good however ‘Dark 

Greens’ are a more tolerant and resilient species – 

or maybe not? However 2020 saw a modest 

improvement on their key sites and like Small Pearl 

Bordered Fritillary remain widespread and under-recorded. 

Purple Hairstreak, Quercusia quercus   

This is such an elusive butterfly to see so little wonder we get so few records: they 

prefer sunny places usually at the top of Oak trees 

where the females lay their eggs. During lockdown 

in 2020 I made a point of searching oak trees along 

the country lanes south of Carlisle and where I 

found Purple Hairsteak in several trees.  There are 

more locations in Cumbria than we know about 

especially in the west and Furness areas. Look for 

very mature ‘master’ Oak trees from mid-July for a 

month and look upwards for little ‘silver coins’ tumbling around in the late 

afternoon sun. A pair of field glasses will help! 
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Meadow Brown Maniola jurtina  

The Meadow Brown season usually starts in 

early to mid June with peak numbers in July. It is 

usually a common and widespread species and 

after a dip in 2018 has recovered well to be 

found on unimproved grasslands and along 

country lanes across the county. Although 

benefiting from the growing trend towards mild 

wet winters they are still worth recording especially these days when climatic and 

other conditions can be so variable. 

 

Ringlet Aphantopus hyperantus  

There is no doubt that this species suffered from 

poor weather in June and July but of all our 

Cumbrian species this one is arguably our most 

‘weather proof’..... it can flutter in damp and dull 

conditions although mating and egg laying would 

be adversely affected.  Ringlets in Cumbria used 

to be confined to the north and west: they are 

now much more widespread.  

Silver Washed Fritillary, Argynnis paphia   

After a run of indifferent years and a reduction in their distribution this species held 

up quite well in 2020 with some evidence of re-

colonisation. Several of the larger woodlands in 

South Cumbria have small populations and 

despite some singletons turning up outside their 

usual range it is a mystery why they have not 

continued to spread more widely as they have 

done in the south and east of the UK.  Silver 

Washed Fritillaries in Cumbria are well north of 

their range elsewhere in the U.K. so climatic conditions might be significant. In 

Cumbria the habitat management work done by B.C. in the last 20 years has been 
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done on a landscape connectivity basis and this has helped maintain the genetic 

diversity of this and other threatened species. 

Grayling Hipparchia Semele  

Many of us may not see this elusive butterfly often but Grayling is relatively 

common where it flies: mainly in coastal areas and those inland sites where rock or 

bare earth is present such as on Arnside Knott 

and Whitbarrow. In the west I tend to look on 

coastal dunes and in 2020 I found a few on newly 

created wildflower and butterfly scrapes on 

Workington slagbanks.  It is well camouflaged 

and never opens its wings at rest so look 

carefully. 

White Letter Hairstreak, Strymonidia w-album   

In 2018 the summer drought brought normally 

arboreal White Letter Hairstreak closer to ground 

level for nectar and this revealed that they were 

much more widespread and under-recorded in 

Cumbria than had previously been realised. In 2019 

and 2020 they have returned to the tree tops and as 

a result sightings and records have diminished. The 

poorer weather conditions in their flight season no doubt had an adverse impact as 

well with fewer sightings in N. Cumbria although in S. Cumbria new colonies were 

discovered especially in the Kendal area.  

Brown Hairstreak, Thecia betulae   

Numbers remain low along the Lancashire – 

Cumbria border in the Silverdale and Arnside AONB. 

However enough adult butterflies and eggs were 

recorded to lead us to believe that this delightful 

butterfly will remain as there is plenty of its larval 

food/egg laying plant Blackthorn. Sightings before 

2020 have almost always remained just into 

Lancashire but in 2020 we did have a positive sighting of an adult butterfly across 

the border in  Arnside.  
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Northern Brown Argus Aricia Artaxerxes  

This is the UK’s second smallest butterfly after 

the Small Blue. After a very warm and sunny 

spring it emerged in good numbers 2 to 3 weeks 

early in late April and on cooler sites in May. 

Although it flourishes on Rock Rose in sunny 

open areas it also does well in sheltered sunny 

woodland glades and some of those more shady 

sites retained adult numbers into early August. It is known more as a South Cumbria 

species but is under-recorded: look for it elsewhere as it is also recorded at 

Smardale and in the Pennines.  

Red Admiral Vanessa Atalanta  

The 2019 and 2020 records are still not all in but I doubt if numbers of Red Admirals 

were up to levels we usually expect. In Spring we 

can see a few which have over-wintered but our 

main influx is from mainland Europe and in 

favourable conditions they spread rapidly over 

the whole of the UK. Conditions need to be 

favourable for them to migrate before the next 

hurdle of having favourable conditions here. So 

numbers adorning our Buddleias depends very much on weather rather than the 

availability of nettles! Red Admirals will often fly well into the Autumn. 

Painted Lady Cynthia cardui  

If we expected another bumper year for 

the migrant Painted Lady as was the case 

in 2019 we would have been disappointed 

but if we expected a good year by normal 

standards then that was about right. Years 

like 2019 occur rarely, perhaps once in 10 

or 20 years, and depend much on the 

prevailing conditions in their source 

region: North Africa and the Mediterrane-

an.  
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Peacock Inachis io   

This beautiful and common butterfly loves 

coming into gardens in July and August and 

can appear almost anywhere in Cumbria. 

Although it is common it is still one of my 

favourites and I just love to wander down 

the garden to see sometimes half a dozen 

on my Buddleia. Incidentally if you want 

your Buddleia bush to flower at peak 

butterfly time don’t prune it in the autumn, prune it in early spring, otherwise it is 

likely to be in flower too early.  

 

Small Tortoiseshell Aglais urticae  

The Small Tortoiseshell is common all over the UK 

but it is in our gardens where most of us notice it. A 

few years ago it was in decline and various theories 

were put forward as to the reason why but 

whatever the reason I’m pleased to say numbers of 

this species are once more on the up in Cumbria if 

not nationwide. It is a beautiful butterfly that until 

its recent national decline was often taken too easily for granted. Summer numbers 

are usually increased by arrivals from continental Europe.  

Small White Pieris rapae  

A very under-recorded species: because it is so 

common it is often unfairly left un-recorded. 

Have a good look at a specimen in peak 

condition: you might be surprised at how lovely 

this is.  Record those you see as even records of 

common species are valuable: also you will be 

better able to separate the Small White from the 

Green Veined White and the female Orange Tip.  
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Large White Pieris brassicae  

Although bigger than the Small White it can look 

remarkably similar unless they fly together and it 

can also be mistaken for the similar sized female 

Brimstone. The Large White is mostly a mid to late 

summer visitor which will descend on our Buddleia 

bushes in July and August to add to the variety of 

colours already there with Red Admirals and 

others. Not spectacular maybe but still one you simply must admire when in 

pristine condition.           

OCCASIONAL MIGRANTS 

Clouded Yellow Colias croceus   

We are well overdue a decent Clouded Yellow year 

but as far as I know only a single was recorded in 

Cumbria in 2020 to add to the single seen in 2019. 

The 2020 Clouded Yellow was near Crummock 

Water on 24th August and witnessed by two of us 

searching for Marsh Fritillary larval webs. A 

migrant from the continent numbers can fluctuate 

considerably however there is no evidence of successful breeding this far north. 

In Summary 

2020 was a wonderful year for most spring butterflies and a very challenging year 

for summer butterflies and for those who record them or simply adore seeing them 

in our wonderful and diverse Cumbrian countryside.  As we leave 2020 thank you to 

all those who send in their records. Without those records we would not be as well 

informed as we are and be able to respond with a ‘heads up’ when a crisis emerges. 

There is little doubt that has saved or at least bought time with some of our 

Cumbrian species – thank you all and please carry on the good work. 

Chris Winnick [South Cumbria] and Steve Doyle [North Cumbria] 
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Photo: Steve Doyle 

Butterflies of Smolensk, Russia 

Pavlo Zaltowski 

I lived in Lancaster from the mid 80s for about 15 years. I studied there to qualify as 

a Registered Mental Nurse and worked at the Lancaster Moor Hospital. I have, all 

my life, been a keen nature enthusiast, and enjoyed birding and observing 

butterflies in the beautifully scenic Morecambe Bay area. I also lived in a caravan at 

the Walney Nature Reserve for a year, and began to take a more serious interest in 

moths as they ran a moth trap. I still remember how after one humid night when 

Tim Dean (warden) removed the top, dozens of white line darts erupted into the 

air, along with many large yellow underwings (I think Tim estimated 600 white line 

darts!). 

I met Pete Marsh many times when I birded around Heysham & Morecambe and 

was impressed by his knowledge and dedication, as well as being a very friendly 

fellow, so when I stumbled across a mothing video in the Spring presented by Pete 

Marsh and John Girdley, I posted a message in the comments section. In reply, Jane 

suggested I write a short report about the lepidoptera of Smolensk Russia, where I 

have been living permanently for the past 3 years. 

I have been a permanent resident in Smolensk for 

about 3 years. In that time I have recorded 70 species 

of butterfly, all from my 2 regular 'local patches.' The 

countryside in the region consists of gently rolling 

hills, with patches of forest separated by large, 

mainly uncultivated fields. Smolensk is in the broad 

leaved forest zone. I would estimate that 90 % of 

forest is broad leaved, with much of the remaining 10 

% being planted Norwegian spruce. 

PAPILIONIDAE : 

SWALLOWTAIL - Seen every year in small numbers 

( especially muddy margins during hot, dry 

periods.) I recently found a well grown caterpillar 

feeding on the seeds of wild angelica. 

Clouded Apollo Parnassius mnemosyne 
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CLOUDED APOLLO - Small numbers seen mainly in June in forest clearings. 

PIERIDAE : 

The common species found in England are also common here. WOOD WHITE is 

common here. PALE CLOUDED YELLOW is common mainly in late summer (I have 

never seen clouded yellow here). 

BLACK-VEINED WHITE is fairly common and 

I recently recorded EASTERN BATH WHITE. 

Incidentally, On a trip to Siberia a few years 

ago I was amazed by mass movement of 

Black veined whites. Thousands surrounded 

most puddles & there was a constant 

stream of butterflies whilst travelling tens 

of miles. I am not exaggerating when I 

estimate that there were probably several 

hundred million! 

LYCAENIDAE : 

COMMON, SILVER STUDDED & SMALL BLUES are common. Non British blues species 

include SHORT TAILED BLUE,  MAZARINE BLUE & AMANDA'S BLUE - all reasonably 

common. I have occasionally seen GERANIUM ARGUS. 

The coppers I've recorded are SMALL, LARGE, SCARCE, SOOTY and PURPLE EDGED. 

Hairstreaks I've seen include GREEN (only once), WHITE LETTERED, BROWN, ILEX 

(again only once) and BLACK. 

 

NYMPHALIDAE : 

On hot days when I get sweaty, I have sometimes 

attracted the attention of PURPLE EMPEROR & LESSER 

PURPLE EMPEROR. They occasionally settle on my arm or 

hand to drink. Both species are fairly common and quite 

regularly seen at muddy margins, or on animal faeces. 

POPLAR ADMIRAL is also fairly common, although I rarely 

see WHITE ADMIRAL. 

Black-veined Whites  Aporia crataegi 

Lesser Purple Emperor  

Apatura ilia 
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The common English species are also common here. 2019 was a good year for 

PAINTED LADY here, and amongst them was an aberrant grey specimen ( see 

photo.)  LARGE TORTOISESHELL is mostly seen early in the Year, as is the 

CAMBERWELL BEAUTY. The Spring & Summer broods of the MAP butterfly are very 

different, the later brood being much darker, almost black. They are often the 

commonest Nymphalid in Summer & sometimes dozens congregate around muddy 

margins. 

This brings me to the fritillaries. The species I've seen here that are also found in 

Britain include SILVER WASHED, DARK GREEN, MARSH, HEATH, SMALL PEARL-

BORDERED & HIGH BROWN (memories of the 

latter at Warton Crag). Non-British species include 

PALLAS'S, QUEEN of SPAIN ( almost always on 

sandy paths,) LESSER MARBLED, BOG (only a 

couple of times), SPOTTED (once), FALSE HEATH 

and one that is either NICKERL'S or ASSMANNS - I 

frustratingly just can't tell. I suspect that, like the 

blues, I have overlooked a couple of species, 

especially when I haven't been able to get a 

photograph. 

 

This summer I have been fortunate enough to 

see 2 gliders, fortunately one of each species -

  HUNGARIAN GLIDER & COMMON GLIDER, both 

in areas where their foodplants are found 

(meadowsweet and crown vetch respectively). 

 

 

SATYRIDAE : 

Undoubtedly the most disappointing family in terms of species for me here. 

MEADOW BROWN, RINGLET, SPECKLED WOOD, WALL, SMALL and LARGE HEATH 

are all common. I've not seen gatekeeper or marbled white - they may be out of 

range here. 

Palla’s Fritillary Argynnis laodice 

Common Glider Neptis sappho 
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HESPERIIDAE : 

LARGE, SMALL, GRIZZLED, ESSEX & DINGY 

SKIPPERS are all found here as in Britain. Rare 

British species also found here include 

CHEQUERED SKIPPER (very common in Spring, 

often the commonest butterfly) and SILVER 

SPOTTED SKIPPER (only a couple of times). 

 

Non-British skippers I've recorded involve the LARGE GRIZZLED, MARBLED & 

NORTHERN CHEQUERED SKIPPER and LARGE CHEQUERED SKIPPER (they have a 

jaunty bouncy flight). 

Ed Note: Pavlo’s article on the Moths of Smolenk will be in our Spring 2022 issue. 

Large Chequered Skipper  

Heteropterus morpheus 
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Photography Competition 2021 

Runner-up 

Latticed Heath Moth 

taken by  

Stephen Suttill 


