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As the clocks change and the days are shorter the 2021 butterfly season is drawing to a close. 
We continue to receive records with the picture for the year gradually emerging. We digitise, 
organise and verify data from many sources each year including from Fife Nature, the Big 
Butterfly Count, iRecord and many individual recorders. The datasets from the big national 
recording schemes are still awaited, however we want to share some of this year’s highlights 
and emerging observations with you now. We will present more detail on each species in our 
annual report next spring once all the records have been processed. 
 
If you still have records for 2021, please submit them to us as soon as possible - details on 
how to do this are at the end of this update.  Many thanks to everyone who has already sent 
in their records - we really do appreciate all your hard work.  
 
 
The highlights of 2021  
 
Purple Hairstreak discoveries 
With the raised profile of the Purple Hairstreak this season, recorders have discovered 14 new 
sites ranging from St Andrews in the east, to Torryburn in the west.  To date we have received 
just over 100 records for Fife with the last sighting of the season on 28 August 2021 at Lochore 
Meadows when Diane Wilson saw several including ‘two very damaged specimens 
dogfighting around a large, mature oak’. Geoff and Gail Ballinger saw several on the young 
oaks around the car park at Auchtermuchty Common the day before. However, even though 
the adult flight period is now over, don’t give up on the quest - the Ballingers found 2 tiny 
white eggs nestled amongst the terminal buds on oak twigs at Auchtermuchty Common on 3 
October. 
 
Chris Stamp has given Fife recorders great support and encouragement recently. On 10 
August we met at Findatie, Loch Leven for an evening with Chris who shared his expertise in 
hunting down these elusive butterflies. The weather was far from ideal, however we had a 
good turnout and did see several butterflies braving the overcast conditions with a brisk 
westerly breeze thrown in for good measure. Chris was surprised to see them flying in these 
conditions. 
 
Thank you to all recorders who spent many happy hours in the evening sunshine gazing at the 
tops of oak trees this summer. We have received more records this year than all the previous 
records since the first one in 1997! 
 
 
 
 
 



 

 

 
 
Purple Hairstreak egg on oak buds at Auchtermuchty Common and adult male. (Photos: Geoff 
Ballinger) 
 
 
 

 
 
Purple Hairstreak training at Findatie (Photo: Gillian Fyfe). 
 
 
 
 
 



 

 

Map showing Purple Hairstreak records in 2021.  
 
The spread of the Wall 
Last year our headline news was that the Wall had arrived in Fife. Just to remind you, until 
2019 when one was sighted near Seafield, Kirkcaldy, the last record for Fife was in 1870! 2020 
had 25 records with 13 from the East Neuk and 12 on the Isle of May. The big question we 
kept asking ourselves over the winter was ‘will there be any in 2021’? 
 
Well, we need not have worried as 42 records have been submitted so far from not just the 
East Neuk and Isle of May, but also Tentsmuir, Tayport, St Andrews, Dairsie and further west 
at Cullaloe Reservoir. Multiple records have been sent in from Kilminning, Kincraig and 
Tentsmuir suggesting that the species is gaining a permanent foothold at these sites. Our new 
BC volunteer, George Lees, and regular transect walker Lesley Gordon, saw two on the UKBMS 
transect at Cullaloe Reservoir with the most recent on 21 September. Another late sighting 
was made by Gordon Baxter on 16 September with one sunning itself on a rock outcrop on 
Drumcarrow Hill.  
 
Introducing the Holly Blue 
Could this be the next species to colonise Fife following in the footsteps of the Speckled Wood 
in the last decade, and the Wall in the last couple of years? We certainly hope so, as the Holly 
Blue is a beautiful butterfly, although it is fairly fussy about the habitat it favours requiring 
both holly and ivy. There are plenty places in Fife and Clackmannanshire with suitable habitat; 
perhaps it is just a matter of time before it becomes established.  
 
We did have a promising couple of records this year from the Dalgety Bay coastline. Grahame 
Boath spotted one on 16 May, followed by Dave Wood’s record on 8 August fairly close by. 
The habitat didn’t look particularly promising therefore these individuals may have been 



 

 

blown across the Forth on a north easterly from one of the well-established colonies in the 
Lothians. Previous records for this species are extremely sparse with sightings from Kirkcaldy 
in 2010, and Anstruther in 2007 and 1998. 
 

 
Holly Blue near Dalgety Bay (Photo: Dave Wood) 
 
Speckled Wood moving north 
The Speckled Wood has continued its dramatic expansion throughout Fife over the last few 
years. Since the first record at Shell Bay near Elie on 22 August 2014, this species has  
expanded its range across the Kingdom. In 2019, fifty Speckled Wood were recorded largely 
along the south coast of Fife. Last year we received over 160 records. So far over 100 records 
have been received for 2021. In 2020 the first Speckled Wood in Clackmannanshire was 
recorded in October near Menstrie. This individual most probably arrived from the population 
in Stirlingshire. This year their presence in Clacks was confirmed by Glyn Edwards, the 
Perthshire & Angus County Recorder, with one in his polytunnel at Tillicoultry.  Additionally, 
recently recruited transect walkers Graeme and Rhoda Abel, took on a new UKBMS transect 
at Menstrie recording Speckled Wood on the transect in September! 
 
Grayling  
Monitoring continued in 2021 at a disused quarry at an inland site in northeast Fife where 
Grayling were first recorded in 2010. In early August we helped Breedon staff organise a 
bioblitz at the site. Local experts including botanists, ornithologists, entomologists and 
lepidopterists assembled for a day of recording with Breedon staff. The species list is now 
considerable and will help inform future operations at the site. Highlights on the day included 
Grayling, Shuttle-shaped Dart and Crinan Ear moths, Common Lizard, Yellow Bartsia  (only site 
in Fife) and three Scottish Biodiversity List hymenoptera species.   
 
Continued monitoring of Grayling here is increasing our knowledge of their ecology and 
revealing behaviour not observed at Tentsmuir including nectaring on buddleia and chasing 
away other butterflies, basking on concrete slabs and walls, and flying until mid-September.  



 

 

 
How many basking Grayling can you spot? Answer at the end. (Photo: Wendy Irons) 
 
We are excited that conservation work to improve Grayling habitat will go ahead this month 
at Tentsmuir National Nature Reserve (NNR). This had to be delayed last year due to the 
pandemic. Working with NatureScot Reserve Manager, Marijke Leith and Anthony McCluskey 
from BC, a group of volunteers will create scrapes to increase the areas of bare ground 
favoured by Grayling.  
 
How to send in records:  
1. Via email at fifebutterflies@outlook.com. Please include the date, number seen, location 
and grid reference or postcode. Also include the name of the nearest village or town.  
2. Use our dedicated spreadsheet; available from us via email or download from the website 
of the East of Scotland Branch of Butterfly Conservation. (https://butterfly-
conservation.org/in-your-area/east-scotland-branch/recording-butterflies-and-moths) 
3. Via iRecord – either through the iRecord website or the iRecord Butterflies App. Include 
the nearest village or town in the “location” box - ‘in my garden’ is not sufficient! 
4. By submitting to another recording scheme for example Fife Nature 
(https://beautiful.fife.scot /fife-nature-records-centre) or The Wildlife Information Centre 
(TWIC) – https://www.wildlifeinformation.co.uk.) 
Please ensure you do not duplicate records by sending them to more than one recording 
scheme. We share our records with iRecord, FifeNature and TWIC and vice versa.  
 
How to contact us: by email at fifebutterflies@outlook.com  
Answer – 9 Grayling! 
 


