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Merry Christmas  

and a Happy New Year! 

  

Purple Hairstreak lifecycle stages on oak 
by Chris Stamp 

Mottled Umbers by Chris Harlow 

Kentish Glory (female) by Tom Prescott 

 

Contributions to our newsletters are 

always welcome. 

Please use the contact details below 

to get in touch!   

If you do not wish to receive our 

newsletter in the future, simply reply 

to this message with the  word 

’unsubscribe’ in the title - thank you.  

http://www.facebook.com/bcscotland
http://www.twitter.com/BC_Scotland
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Dates for your Diary 

Scottish Spring Recorders’ Gathering - Saturday, 12th March 2022 
Due to both the ongoing restrictions and the success of our recent online Gatherings, we will once 
again be holding our Spring Gathering virtually. It will be via Zoom Webinar on the morning of  
Saturday, 12th March 2022.  

We are still putting together the Programme but are delighted that Simon Saville, a Butterfly  
Conservation Trustee, will be giving a talk about butterflies and climate change and there will be  
updates on all the exciting work being done by our students, volunteers and staff around the  
country. As always, it will be an opportunity to catch up on all the latest butterfly and moth news and 
gear up for the 2022 season!  All very welcome - more details will follow in the New Year! 
 
And in case you missed it…. 

Our Autumn Gathering was recorded and is available to view on our YouTube page here:  https://
youtu.be/jzSm6iUYDaE 
 

Scottish Entomological Gathering (SEG 2022) – Isle of Bute 1-3 July 
For those who have not heard of or attended a SEG before they are just as they sound.  A gathering 
of Scottish entomologists who meet up over a weekend once a year and get out in the field and  
record invertebrates.  They are obviously also very enjoyable and sociable as well as being  
informative with many of the great and good of Scottish entomology in attendance.  The venue of 
SEG changes each year so that different habitats and parts of Scotland can be visited and explored. 
SEG has been running annually since 1981, although unfortunately Covid-19 scuppered plans for 
SEG 2020 and 2021 when it was due to be held at Dundreggan near Invermoriston and hosted by 
Trees for Life, however, we plan to hold SEG there in 2023. 

We can now confirm that SEG 2022 will be held on the Isle of Bute, very kindly organised by Ron 
Forrester over the weekend of Friday 1

st
 to Sunday 3

rd
 July, using the museum library in Rothesay 

as a base during the day to provide space for attendees to meet, arrange site visits and discuss 
their findings.   

If you are interested in attending or want to hear about future SEGs then please let one of the SEG 
organisers know (see below) so we can send you more details and add you to the SEG distribution 
list. 

Many thanks 

Suzie Burgess suzanne.Burgess@buglife.org.uk 
David Hill dhill@butterfly-conservation.org  
Tom Prescott tprescott@butterfly-conservation.org  
James Silvey James.Silvey@rspb.org.uk  
Ron Forrester ronandedith1@gmail.com  
 

Scottish Borders Newsletter 
If you would like to see all the latest butterfly and moth news from the Scottish Borders here is the 
link to the latest newsletter  https://butterfly-conservation.org/sites/default/files/2021-11/
scottish_borders_newsletter_autumn_2021.pdf 

Iain Cowe 
Scottish Borders Butterfly Recorder 
 

Fife & Clacks Autumn Update 
To see an Autumn update for Fife and Clacks with butterfly highlights from this year, please follow 

this link   
https://butterfly-conservation.org/sites/default/files/2021-11/
fife_and_clackmannanshire_butterfly_autumn_update_2021-compressed.pdf  

Elspeth Christie and Gillian Fyfe 
Butterfly Recorders for Fife and Clackmannanshire 

https://youtu.be/jzSm6iUYDaE
https://youtu.be/jzSm6iUYDaE
mailto:suzanne.Burgess@buglife.org.uk
mailto:dhill@butterfly-conservation.org
mailto:tprescott@butterfly-conservation.org
mailto:James.Silvey@rspb.org.uk
mailto:ronandedith1@gmail.com
https://butterfly-conservation.org/sites/default/files/2021-11/scottish_borders_newsletter_autumn_2021.pdf
https://butterfly-conservation.org/sites/default/files/2021-11/scottish_borders_newsletter_autumn_2021.pdf
https://butterfly-conservation.org/sites/default/files/2021-11/fife_and_clackmannanshire_butterfly_autumn_update_2021-compressed.pdf
https://butterfly-conservation.org/sites/default/files/2021-11/fife_and_clackmannanshire_butterfly_autumn_update_2021-compressed.pdf
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Development News 

Pollinator Action Plan 
Stirling Council have just launched the consultation on their Pollinator Action Plan:  
https://engage.stirling.gov.uk/en-GB/folders/pollinator-strategy 

Our staff have been working with Stirling Council to ensure their new Pollinator Action Plan helps 
butterflies and moths. If you’re in Stirling Council area, please get involved in the consultation to 
identify some areas for new habitat for butterflies and moths and state your support for the plan. 
Every contribution helps! 
 

BC Events in Scotland 
Don’t forget to check out our website at https://butterfly-conservation.org/scotland as well as your  
local Branch website for up-to-date lists of fieldtrips, events etc: 

Highlands & Islands - https://butterfly-conservation.org/in-your-area/highlands-and-islands-branch  
S & W Scotland - https://butterfly-conservation.org/in-your-area/glasgow-and-sw-scotland-branch  
East Scotland - https://butterfly-conservation.org/in-your-area/east-scotland-branch  

N.B These are mostly compiled over the winter months for the following season. 
 

Barony Bing Development 
Located 2km west of Auchinleck, in East Ayrshire, Barony Bing is a spoil heap from the former  
Barony Colliery that finally closed in 1989. Not only is it home to the Barony A-Frame, a striking local 
landmark preserved as a monument to mining and local mining communities, but also to a diverse 
array of biodiversity as the site has “re-wilded”. This includes populations of two priority butterflies 
Grayling and Dingy Skipper which are both Scottish Biodiversity List species as well as being  
priorities in our Scottish Conservation Strategy.  Our understanding of the moth assemblage is less 
well known but at least 120 species have been recorded. 

                 
      Grayling (Iain Leach)                 Dingy Skipper (Iain Leach) 

Despite its importance for wildlife an application for planning permission in principle has been 
lodged with East Ayrshire Council to develop an Eco-Wellness Park which includes a total of 324 
accommodations, with various ancillary buildings. 

However, the council have deemed that an Environmental Impact Assessment (EIA) is not required, 
which is very surprising for a development of this size (48ha), on a site of such known high  
biodiversity value. 

Butterfly Conservation Scotland is therefore objecting to these proposals due to the lack of an EIA 
and the presence of the two threatened butterflies and unknown moth assemblage. 

You will find more information about the biodiversity at the site here and the planning application 
here. 

If you wish to let the council know your views then please fill in the online form on the East Ayrshire 
Planning Portal and add and submit your comments at the foot of the form which you will find here.  

The deadline for responses is 20
th
 December. 

https://engage.stirling.gov.uk/en-GB/folders/pollinator-strategy
https://butterfly-conservation.org/in-your-area/highlands-and-islands-branch
https://butterfly-conservation.org/in-your-area/glasgow-and-sw-scotland-branch
https://butterfly-conservation.org/in-your-area/east-scotland-branch
https://sites.google.com/view/swt-ayrshire-group/local-events?fbclid=IwAR0pAE2dnjKzU13ciqEtaMqsBopwiOTzVOaHV1FiJldF4arcxSN9aI8Zb78
https://eplanning.east-ayrshire.gov.uk/online/applicationDetails.do?activeTab=documents&keyVal=R23D1GGFJJ800
https://eplanning.east-ayrshire.gov.uk/online/applicationDetails.do?activeTab=makeComment&keyVal=R23D1GGFJJ800
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Project Updates 

Autumn/Winter Work Parties 
Monitoring and surveying is a key component to determine the conservation status of butterflies and 
moths. In Scotland this enjoyable activity tends to come to an end around October, however that 
shouldn’t be the end of the field season. Another and equally important aspect, that at a local level 
is even more important, is undertaking direct habitat management to improve the habitat particularly 
at sites for priority species. 

Over the last two months we have run at least eight work parties at five sites to benefit the following 
species; Dark Bordered Beauty, Northern Brown Argus, Small Blue and Dingy Skipper. At each  
location the task at hand was removing invading scrub which was encroaching, or shading out, or 
outcompeting, the species’ favoured larval foodplants, using handtools – mostly the wonderful 
Treepoppers as well as loppers. The sites and actions include; 

A sheltered section of the old Galashiels to Peebles railway line between Clovenfords and  
Walkerburn, a known site for Northern Brown Argus. This butterfly is totally reliant on warm,  
sheltered, flower-rich sites where Common Rockrose grows, the only plant its caterpillars feed on.  
However, in the absence of grazing, scrub, mostly birch, bramble and blackthorn, had become  
established and steadily spread and shaded out the Rockrose so that just a handful of plants  
remained but remarkably the butterfly has managed to hang on. Without intervention the butterfly 
would soon be lost. Around twenty volunteers spent a weekend clearing scrub to open it up to  
benefit the Rockrose and thus help the butterfly. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
In Inshriach Forest in Glenfeshie, owned and managed by Forestry and Land Scotland, pine, birch 
and broom seedlings and saplings that were invading two disused quarries were hand-pulled or 
popped to benefit Dingy Skipper and Small Blue. In addition, over a thousand plug plants, the  
majority being Kidney Vetch kindly donated by Matthew Desmond from his degree project growing 
Kidney Vetch in different soil conditions, but also Bird’s-foot Trefoil and Common Dog Violet, were 
planted out.   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
                                             
      Kidney Vetch plug plants ready to plant out   

             Clearing scrub in the old railway line                          A cleared section 

The team planting out plug plants from newly     
opened area of the quarry 
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Project Updates 

Also in the Cairngorms, at RSPB’s Insh Marshes Reserve, Aspen suckers were favoured by  
weeding out and popping birch saplings to benefit Dark Bordered Beauty. Similar work was also  
undertaken at a second Dark Bordered Beauty site near Grantown mostly from within fenced  
exclosures erected to encourage Aspen suckers by protecting them from grazing. 

Further north at Logie Quarry, Kildary, just south of Tain, another former brownfield site, BCS  
volunteers as well as Rural Skills pupils from Invergordon Academy and Balnagown Estate staff all 
joined forces to clear birch, broom and pines to benefit Small Blue and Dingy Skipper.  

 

Despite two mornings with the pupils and two full days with local BCS volunteers it was apparent 
that our efforts at this site, although vitally important in the short term to keep small areas open, 
needed to be more ambitious. We have therefore, in partnership and with the full support of  
Balnagown Estate, the owners of the quarry, submitted an Expression of Interest to Highland  
Council’s recently launched Nature Recovery Fund to deploy local contractors using chain/clearing 
saws as well as tractor mounted flails etc. to open up new areas as well as improve the connectivity 
between them. BCS, estate staff as well as local volunteers will continue to assist by ensuring the 
cleared areas remain open, as well as monitor the future fortunes of the butterflies to help measure 
the success of the project. 

Finally, thanks to everyone, particularly the volunteers that kindly 
gave their time and came out and made a difference as well as the 
landowners who gave permission for us to work on their land. 

Tom Prescott 
 

Logie Quarry; happy and hard-working volunteers and one of the cleared areas 
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Project Updates 

Helping Hands for Butterflies  
Creating and maintaining sites for butterflies 
Volunteers with the Helping Hands for Butterflies Project have been busy working on urban  
meadows throughout central Scotland in recent months. These meadows were created in Autumn 
2019 and even though the work to maintain them has been occasionally disrupted by the Covid-19 
pandemic, they’ve already proven to be good homes for butterflies and other insects. One of the 
meadows is at Silverknowes Park in Edinburgh, where 14 species of butterfly have now been  
recorded! The latest arrival was the Small Skipper, a species whose range is expanding in Scotland. 
This charming little butterfly lays its eggs along the stems of long grass, so turning amenity  
grassland into meadows can help species like this as they move through the landscape. This  
autumn, the meadows were cut and volunteers came along to lift the clippings to make room for 
more wildflowers next year. 

 
 
 
 
 
Dozens of volunteers have also helped us to maintain 
some of the best sites for butterflies at Tentsmuir NNR 
and Kingshill LNR. At Tentsmuir, volunteers helped by 
raking away the moss which is growing on the sand 
dunes to help improve them for Grayling butterflies and 
Lunar Yellow Underwing moths which both need more 
bare ground which is being lost to moss at this site. 
These are two of our priority species for conservation 
work, and monitoring will be done to see how their  
populations respond to this work.  
 

 

 

 
 

 

 
       Tentsmuir work party—Gillian Fyfe 

                              Volunteers helping at Ruchill Park - Anthony McCluskey 
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Project Updates 
 

At Kingshill LNR near Shotts in North 
Lanarkshire, volunteers spent a day 
clearing away small trees and shrubs 
from an open hillside on a bing (an old 
industrial spoil heap) to keep it in good 
condition for butterflies that need sunny, 
open conditions to thrive.  

In 2022, volunteers will be at Fallin Bing 
(near Stirling), Auchtermuchty Common 
(Fife) and Holyrood Park in Edinburgh to 
carry out more work. To find out more 
about these and all our events please 
visit our Events page here. 

 

 

 
The Helping Hands for Butterflies project is funded by the National Lottery Heritage Fund 
and NatureScot. 
 
 

Butterfly Identification and Monitoring workshops in 2022 
In the depths of winter it might seem like the season for butterflies is far away, but we’re already  
preparing for our next round of volunteer training events! Between March and June 2022 we’ll run 9 
butterfly identification and monitoring workshops, to show you how to identify all of the common  
butterflies and monitor their numbers on weekly transects. We’ll also cover casual recording using 
apps like the iRecord Butterflies app. We very much hope to be out running these in person once 
again, though there may be some online element to help us reach audiences around the country.  

To register your interest, email Project Officer Anthony McCluskey on amccluskey@butterfly-
conservation.org 

These workshops are part of the Helping Hands for Butterflies project, which is funded by 
the National Lottery Heritage Fund and NatureScot. 
 
 

Grasslands and climate change 
Our Project Officer for the Helping Hands for Butterflies project has created a very short film about 
the work done by volunteers to create wildflower-rich urban meadows which can store carbon and 
mitigate some of the impacts of climate change. Click here to watch it on our YouTube Channel.  

Anthony McCluskey 
Helping Hands for Butterflies Project Officer 
amccluskey@butterfly-conservation.org 
 

 
 
 

          

 

 
 

                     Working at Kingshill LNR 

https://butterfly-conservation.org/events/scotland
mailto:amccluskey@butterfly-conservation.org
mailto:amccluskey@butterfly-conservation.org
https://youtu.be/qt7y-WqNLk8
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Project Updates 

Bog Squad  
We’re delighted that we’ll be restarting our Bog Squad project early in the new year thanks to further 
funding from Peatland ACTION. Excitingly the funding will allow the project to continue until March 
2024!  We will resume our small-scale peatland restoration work with volunteers at a range of sites 
throughout central Scotland (and occasionally beyond). The work is aimed at benefitting rare  
butterflies and moths such as the Large Heath, as well as helping to combat climate change.     

Through the project we’ll be: 

• running at least 60 volunteer work parties  

• offering volunteer training for coordinated surveys of Large Heath in 2022 and 2023  

• supporting community groups to look after their local bogs 

• encouraging gardeners to switch away from peat-based products 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
You can also read about the Bog Squad’s previous adventures here: http://bogsquad.weebly.com/  

If you would be interested in taking part in the project, please do get in touch with us! A new project 
officer will be starting in the new year, in the meantime please send any queries to David Hill 
dhill@butterfly-conservation.org   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://www.nature.scot/climate-change/nature-based-solutions/peatland-action-project
http://bogsquad.weebly.com/
mailto:dhill@butterfly-conservation.org
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Volunteer News 

Kentish Glory using Alder 

In the beginning there was a man and a big rucksack on a camping trip, in the end there was a man 
watching a rare moth laying eggs!  

Being a bit of a hermit I spend a lot of time out camping or on the bike. On this particular weekend I 
was on a round trip along the River Dee to Glen Tanar. I never quite made it to Glen Tanar and 
here’s why. 

The first evening I camped up on a sandy 
bar on the inside of a meander of the Dee. 
The surrounding area is a mix of shingle, 
sand bars, an island that’s only an island 
when the water level is high, backwaters 
and scrub. It’s a good place to see a range 
of warblers in the spring including garden 
warbler which always make a nice change. 
Above all else I come to this spot to track 
and watch otters (yes I am also a fluffy 
mammal lover for my sins!). As the evening 
drew to a close and the night became  
darker the first Daubenton’s bats began  
flying over the river, against the sound of 
constant calling Common Sandpiper. No 
otters came out to play this particular  
evening. 

As I was about to pack up for the night I saw a large, whitish moth crossing from the other side of 
the river. It reminded me a bit of Kentish Glory and there is a known colony on the other side, but no 
real suitable birch the side I was standing. Normally, the species is associated with open spaced, 
regenerating birch in moorland or woodland clearings on relatively dry sites. Birch is the main  
foodplant for the developing caterpillars in Scotland. 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Luckily the moth landed in the alder tree a few metres away from me. The silhouette confirmed it 
was definitely a Kentish Glory. Getting in closer I could see that it was a female, being larger and 
whiter than the male. Despite all the surveys and workshops over the years I’d never actually seen  
a female myself so was delighted already. I then noticed that her abdomen was curled under the 
branch. She was egg laying, and on alder too! Speaking to Mark Young afterwards it appears this 

Conservation News 
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Volunteer News 

was one of the first records of the species displaying this behaviour on Deeside, as it is better 
known to do this in populations from Rannoch. I have to admit I felt very privileged to witness the 
event and a bit jammy too. She laid a total of 13 eggs on the side branch just above head height on 
a tree approximately 3-4 m tall. Being freshly laid they were a pale-yellow colour, before darkening 
to the more familiar purplish brown a few weeks later. After finishing she flew off downstream, in a 
powerful manner, definitely a moth on a mission. Excited by seeing this I spent the next day  
searching for eggs on alder trees in the surrounding area, without any further luck. 

About four weeks later I went back and found freshly emerged caterpillars clustered in a group. At 
this stage they were a dark black colouration before becoming a green colour a couple of weeks  
later. I never did find any final instar caterpillars so whether they were fully successful or not  
remains a mystery. The site was very different from any other Kentish Glory breeding habitat I have 
seen, essentially some riverside alder on an island of the Dee. It seems unlikely the pupae could 
survive the winter here as the island is routinely flooded as the water levels rise.  

The interesting thing about the sighting was all the questions that popped into my head afterwards. 
How regularly do Kentish Glory use alder on Deeside or in other localities? Was this a wandering 
female at the end of the flight season? How far do the females disperse to lay eggs? Lot of  
unanswered questions to end on and tackle for the future. It was a great weekend and hopefully an 
insight into some of the mischief BC staff get up to in their spare time! 

Patrick Cook 
BC Ecologist 

 

          _____________________________________________________________________ 

 

Marsh Fritillary Web Counts  

For the past 2 years I have been carrying out web surveys on the Glengorm Estate on the Isle of 
Mull. Glengorm is a great place to visit to look for wildlife – especially butterflies and moths. The site 
I survey lies close to the shore and includes a mix of boggy and heath-type habitat, with some 
dense patches of devils bit scabious. Because the habitat is patchy and fragmented, I do complete 
searches of the dense areas of scabious instead of walking transects (I really didn’t want to sink into 
a bog, no matter how much I love butterflies!).  

In 2020 I had no success finding any Marsh Fritillary webs, despite searching the juiciest patches of 
devil’s bit scabious. There are a few previous records of adults in the area, but I haven’t been lucky 
enough to see one myself yet. However, it is easy to get distracted by other butterfly species such 
as Dark Green Fritillary, Scotch Argus and Small Copper, so there was still plenty to see.  

This year I finally managed to spot my first caterpillar webs at Glengorm. I only found two webs in 
the area I survey, but I was very glad to see them, and it is good to know that the Marsh Fritillary is 
still around. I also found a web with larger caterpillars in a different area, where I was carrying out 
fieldwork on another species. Despite having spent weeks there, I hadn’t spotted any Marsh  
Fritillary adults – it is a bit of a mystery where they hang out, but I hope to try and spot one of these 
elusive individuals next year! 

I would definitely encourage you to take up surveying a site – it is good fun, and you can spot some 
other great species whilst you are carrying out your survey. Once you have your site set up, it is 
easy to record your findings. The data you collect is very valuable, as it can help Butterfly  
Conservation to monitor Marsh Fritillary population trends and plan conservation actions to protect 
the species. 

Laura Penny  

 

Conservation News 



11 

Volunteer News 

Join the quest for hibernating heralds - a perfect winter pastime 

Heralds (Scoliopteryx libatrix) are beautiful, with no other lookalikes in the moth world. They are 
widespread in the UK and through much of the northern hemisphere, unmistakable and familiar to 
most; but how many Heralds did you actually see this year?  

How many turn up in Scottish light traps or at sugar each year? 

The answer is, not many. For example, in 2018 there were just 
75; a fairly typical annual count for Scotland. Maybe Heralds 
just occur at low density, maybe they don’t like light traps very 
much, or maybe moth recorders are setting their traps in the 
wrong places. Sugaring seems a better way to lure them in  
autumn. 

Heralds are one of relatively few UK species which while away 
the winter as adults, hiding in dark sheltered spots before 
emerging in spring to mate and lay eggs. Searching potential 
overwintering haunts turns out to be an excellent way to see 
them. In fact, it is an ideal moth-ing activity for this time of year, 
requiring no particular skill or special equipment. The quest for 
overwintering Heralds is the focus of the Hibernating Herald 
project. 

The Hibernating Herald project began in November 2016 and 
since then many people have picked up torches, donned  
wellies, and crept into dark places to see if they can see any 
Heralds during the winter. Anywhere that is dark enough to require a torch to see, seems to suit 
these moths. We find them in caves and mines, culverts and tunnels, sheds and ruined buildings. 

How many Heralds did we count overwintering in Scotland in 2018? Answer, 4276!  

The moths are usually found resting high up on walls or on ceilings, in the darkest corners, in  
alcoves and under shed clutter. Using a bright torch helps to pick them out. The earliest arrive in 
August and the last leave by the end of the following May. Marking individuals shows they do more 
or less nothing during this time - though they remain awake enough to have some ability to move if 
needed.  

Most of the sites we check don’t hide many Heralds – there have been less than ten moths in about 
two thirds of the sites we’ve visited. Is this because they are thinly distributed? In contrast, a few 
sites have impressively high numbers each year. For example, a couple of mines in West Lothian 
regularly have over 50 and a rather bland-looking culvert in East Lothian (next to a reservoir banked 
with willow) always has well over a hundred in its cramped damp interior. This year there are an  
incredible 325 in there. Quite a sight!  

Conservation News 

Herald overwintering in a coastal cave 

A selection of Herald hideouts 
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Volunteer News 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Overwintering survival is generally high, but sometimes we find Herald wings strewn on the floor – 
evidence of bat or bird feasting. There are lovely, glossy cave spiders which ensnare moths in their 
webs as they fly in or out. Entomopathenogenic fungi also claim a few; we occasionally find their 
artistic formations sprouting from dead moths at the end of the season. 

Poking about in these dark places isn’t only about counting Heralds. Among the other Lepidoptera 
regularly seen are Twenty-plume Moths, Peacock and Small Tortoiseshells. For the very lucky there 
is the ultimate prize of a Tissue (Triphosa dubitata). The Hibernating Herald project has now found 
Tissue in 31 different locations across southern Scotland. It is still a rare moth here, but with this 
way of recording them, perhaps not as unusual as was once thought. Some other highlights have 
been new locations for interesting species of slug and ichneumon wasps. 

Each year a few of us visit the same forty caves, culverts and mines for a Herald census. This  
allows us to track how numbers fluctuate from year to year. Perhaps unsurprisingly the ‘good’ years 
and ‘bad’ years are reasonably consistent across all sites but we probably need more data and 
maybe some fancy statistics to say more. After an all-time low last year, this season happens to be 
one of the ‘good’ years; no better year to try out some Heralding yourself. 

“So what?” you might ask. Heralds are common, their populations seem stable and why does it  
matter exactly where they spend the winter?  

I’d argue there are lots of reasons to seek out overwintering Heralds. The adventure of seeking 
them out in dark hideouts is fun - the moment your torch beam picks one out on a cobwebbed  
ceiling is exciting, regardless of how many times you have seen them before. It’s rewarding getting 
to know a single species in more detail and for this, the more records we have the better. There are 

Conservation News 

 High numbers of overwintering Heralds in an East Lothian culvert Artistic sprouting fruiting bodies of 
entomopathenogenic fungus 

Tissue  Peacock, Small Tortoiseshell & Herald Twenty-plume Moth 
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still many gaps on the map to be filled. You’ll also end up discovering new places and encountering 
new wildlife that you otherwise might never have known. What else is there to do during the winter, 
anyway? 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
For more information about the survey, visit https://butterfly-conservation.org/in-your-area/east-
scotland-branch/hibernating-heralds. We also have a sporadically used Facebook page and a  
Twitter hashtag #HibernatingHeralds  

We’d love to receive more records, so why not check your local dark haunts to see what you can 
find? Depending on the sites you visit, remember to avoid disturbing hibernating bats (if you do spot 
one, please leave) keep torchlight on moths to a minimum, and take all the usual personal safety 
precautions. Have fun! 

Katty Baird & Mark Cubitt  
November 2021 

Conservation News 

Hibernating Herald Map: Herald overwintering records since 2016 

https://butterfly-conservation.org/in-your-area/east-scotland-branch/hibernating-heralds
https://butterfly-conservation.org/in-your-area/east-scotland-branch/hibernating-heralds
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DECIDE – helping you find new places to record 

There is a new web-based Tool for butterfly and moth recorders being developed by the DECIDE 
project. They are seeking feedback from anyone interested in butterfly and moth recording, to help 
improve it.   

You can find the Tool here: https://decide.ceh.ac.uk/ 

The DECIDE map shows places where new records are most needed, but rather than identifying 
gaps using the distribution maps we are used to, it identifies places where records will be most  
valuable in improving modelled species distributions. Using models allows us to make the most of 
the data that butterfly and moth recorders collect, by using this information to predict biodiversity 
richness at a fine spatial resolution (at 100m squares) across the whole country.  

Records submitted to Butterfly Conservation have been combined with various habitat and  
geographical datasets to produce Species Distribution Models (SDMs). These models predict where 
species are likely to occur. However, for the models to provide confident predictions they need to 
have not only enough species records fed into them, but the records need to come from a range of 
habitat types and places. The DECIDE map highlights where these places are – generally locations 
with few previous records AND habitat types that tend to be under-recorded. 

Winter may not be ideal for butterfly and moth recording, but both the SDMs and features on the 
DECIDE Tool are being worked on over the coming months which makes now a good time to  
explore it and send in your feedback so your suggestions can be taken on board. The next version 
is planned for release in the spring. Particularly exciting for me in this next version, will be the  
addition of nocturnal moth models. I’m interested to see what the maps look like for the places I’m 
familiar with and if there any promising places nearby where I could usefully deploy my traps. Roll 
on spring! 

It’s still important to continue to monitor known good habitats, visit nature reserves and other  
favourite places. Targeting specific species will always be worthwhile too. But with ever more people 
out and about recording butterflies and moths, encouraging more recording in places that might be 
overlooked but which can significantly improve the quality of model outputs can only be a good 
thing. Take a look, see what you think and send the DECIDE Team your views. I’ve been working 
on the project a little this year and user feedback is definitely taken on board – it’s a great  
opportunity to influence the development of the Tool to make it useful for your own purposes as well 
as for those who need and use species data to make conservation and policy decisions. 

The project is run by UKCEH with a fantastic multidisciplinary team which includes Butterfly  
Conservation. Many more details can be found on the Tool’s website at the link above. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Katty Baird 

https://decide.ceh.ac.uk/
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Carnoustie and the Small Blue 

The Carnoustie Butterfly 
Carnoustie has a new public art installation along the sea-front which raises awareness about the 
Small Blue. The Carnoustie Butterfly began life as a single painted stone placed at the sea-front  
during the first lockdown in 2020. People were invited to lay their own and help form a caterpillar.  

In a great act of community solidarity more 
than 1460 stones were laid. Every stone told 
its own story and together provided a record 
of the hopes, dreams, fears and resilience of 
a community living through a global  
pandemic. There were also messages  
highlighting concerns for the environment, 
people and the planet.  
https://www.easthavenangus.com/about-5 

In September 2020 when the images and 
messages on the stones began to fade there 
was an idea that the caterpillar could  
metamorphose into a butterfly. One of our 
community volunteers was so inspired by the 
idea that she agreed to restore every single 
stone. As work progressed and she read all 
the messages she realised that there were 
parallel themes with the story of the Small Blue. In a great partnership along the Angus coast  
volunteers have planted Kidney Vetch to conserve and protect the Small Blue. People working  
together to make a difference and protect the smallest and most vulnerable of the species.  
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

It seemed very fitting therefore that the Carnoustie Butterfly would be created in the shape of and 
scaled dimensions of the Small Blue. More than £10k was raised to fund materials which included 
over half a tonne of acrylic resin within which the stones were set. 

The Carnoustie Butterfly raises awareness about the Small Blue and engages a new audience as 
we prepare for the development of ‘Species on the Edge’. 

Find out more about the Carnoustie Butterfly in this video https://youtu.be/we_q86cC2_E 

Wendy Murray 

https://www.easthavenangus.com/about-5
https://youtu.be/we_q86cC2_E
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BIG BUTTERFLY COUNT 2021 - Scotland’s Results 

 

Scotland’s Results Summary 

Big Butterfly Count ran from 16th July - 8th August this year and saw the lowest ever number of  
butterflies recorded in Scotland.  

Worryingly, the decline in the number of butterflies and moths across the UK is continuing, with the 
overall number of butterflies recorded per count at its lowest level since the Big Butterfly Count  
began 12 years ago. 

Despite the low butterfly numbers, and relatively poor weather, more butterfly counts were  
submitted in Scotland than ever before. 5,420 butterfly counts were submitted by 4,005 people, an 
increase of 35% and 14% respectively on 2020 figures.  

The greatest single species increase seen in Scotland was that for the Holly Blue, which is at  
complete odds with the general pattern in the UK, where the number of Holly Blue butterflies  
counted dropped. The Holly Blue has recently colonised Scotland and is a species to watch in  
future years to see if it expands across Scotland. 

The Scotch Argus was included in the target species list for the Big Butterfly Count this year, and a 
total of 2,305 were seen, with 50% of these in the Highlands.  

SPECIES RESULTS IN SCOTLAND – BIG BUTTERFLY COUNT 2021    

                

  Big Butterfly Count 2021 
SCOTLAND 

Abundance Ave per count % change from 
2020 

1 Small White 5,042 1.09 8% 

2 Ringlet 4,252 0.92 53% 

3 Meadow Brown 4,252 0.88 38% 

4 Large White 4,099 0.88 32% 

5 Scotch Argus 2,305 0.50 n/a 

6 Green-veined White 1,966 0.42 -10% 

7 Small Tortoiseshell 1,672 0.36 -70% 

8 Speckled Wood 943 0.20 2% 

9 Common Blue 845 0.18 -13% 

10 Red Admiral 685 0.15 -62% 

11 Peacock 574 0.12 -80% 

12 Six-spot Burnet 543 0.12 -47% 

13 Small Copper 367 0.08 -12% 

14 Painted Lady 248 0.05 -11% 

15 Holly Blue 153 0.03 230% 

16 Silver Y 113 0.02 -19% 

17 Comma 86 0.02 -54% 

  TOTAL 27,997 6.03 -7% 
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Christmas Moths 

Finding moths this Christmas……  
by David Hill 

Should the festivities get a little too much this Christmas, why not escape for a few moments to look 
for some moths! The light trap might not bring in much at this time of year but there are other means 
to finding our scale-winged friends. Here are a few ideas just to get you started…….. 

1). Dig out a headtorch and wander down the garden (or local wood). 

     Some of our more common winter moths can be 
     best found by searching woodland edges and  
     undergrowth with a torch in the evenings. Winter 
     Moth is one of the species you are most likely to  
     encounter this way along with its relative Northern 
     Winter Moth. The pale wings of the males easily 
     stand out under torchlight. However, the females of 
     both species have lost the ability to fly, now only 
     equipped with stunted vestigial wings. The females 
     can sometimes be spotted on tree-trunks and are 
     easier to spot if part of a mating pair. Do be prepared 
     for a few strange looks from passers-by as you peer 
     intently into some shrubbery on a cold December 
     night!  
 
 
2). Have a look in Tesco (other supermarkets can be used too). 

     No, I’m not joking about finding Chestnuts in the Christmas specials aisle. At this time of year 
many supermarkets sell pricier citrus fruits, or in other words, the same clementines you buy the 
rest of year but now with a few leaves attached. These leaves shouldn’t be ignored though! 
Quite often it is possible to find evidence of Phyllocnistis citrella, a very common micro-moth 
from sunnier climes whose larvae mine the leaves of citrus trees. Poor citrella is regarded as a 
serious annoyance (I refuse to use the P-word!) by citrus farmers across the world. However, 
despite chemicals and controls, many still survive and the remains of their mines will be arriving 
at your local store by the lorryload (depending on driver availability of course…..).  

Further info and pictures here - http://www.leafmines.co.uk/html/Lepidoptera/P.citrella.htm   
 
 

3). Escape to the shed (or any cold, dank and dark place). 

     The amazing Herald moth overwinters in such 
     places, sometimes in high numbers. I won’t 
     prattle on much about this as you may well have 
     come across Katty Baird and Mark Cubitt’s  
     inspiring Hibernating Herald project already. If   
     you haven’t got involved yet, or it’s been a while, 
     now is a great time to grab a torch and go looking 
     in some dark places. You may even strike it lucky 
     by finding an elusive Tissue moth…..  

 

 

 

 

 

Winter Moth by Duncan Davidson 

http://www.leafmines.co.uk/html/Lepidoptera/P.citrella.htm
https://butterfly-conservation.org/in-your-area/east-scotland-branch/hibernating-heralds
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4). Check out the exotic plants in your garden (you could also peer over the fence at your  
     neighbour’s - assuming they’ve not foregone actual vegetation and installed some lovely 
     plastic shrubbery….). 

     It’s well-known that our desire for exotic garden 
     plants has led to a few hitch-hiking insects  
     taking advantage and spreading rapidly across 
     the nation. One of these, Phyllonorycter  
     leucographella aka the Firethorn Leaf Miner, 
     can be found on numerous shrubs and bushes in 
     and around towns. Whilst it can also use native 
     species like hawthorn and birch, you can easily 
     find it in winter by looking at leaves of  
     Pyracantha. It can often be extremely numerous 
     with hundreds of mines on a single bush.  
 

 

 

 
Further info here: http://www.leafmines.co.uk/html/Lepidoptera/P.leucographella.htm  

 

 Photo by John Knowler (minus hat!) 

http://www.leafmines.co.uk/html/Lepidoptera/P.leucographella.htm

