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Dates for your Diary 

Scottish Spring Recorders’ Gathering  
We were delighted with the success of our recent Scottish Spring Recorders’ Gathering Webinar held on the 
12th March. We had a very healthy turnout of almost 200 folk and had a lovely morning with thought  
provoking talks, inspiring research and of course live moths from Tom and Nigel. A big thank you to all our 
speakers and contributors! The event was recorded so if you missed it, it will shortly be uploaded to our 
Youtube channel.   
 

Highlands & Islands Branch Virtual Spring Meeting 
Saturday 9 April 10am to 1pm via Zoom 
The programme of talks has yet to be finalised but will include Steve Wheatley’s “Swapping Kent for Kentish 
Glory - Relocating from South East England to North Scotland” and Geoff Ballinger’s “In pursuit of the Purple 
Hairstreak.” 

 
Moth Night 19th - 21st May 2022  
This year’s theme for Moth Night 2022 is woodlands. Daytime recording is also encouraged as there is lots to 
see at this time of year and in Scotland there are some really exciting species such as Kentish Glory, Small 
Dark Yellow Underwing and Netted Mountain Moth on the wing. For more information please go to 
www.mothnight.info   
 

Scottish Entomological Gathering - SEG 2022 – Isle of Bute 1-3 July 
For those who have not heard of or attended a SEG before they are just as they sound.  A gathering of  
Scottish entomologists who meet up over a weekend once a year and get out in the field and record  
invertebrates. They are obviously also very enjoyable and sociable as well as being informative with many of 
the great and good of Scottish entomology in attendance. The venue of SEG changes each year so that  
different habitats and parts of Scotland can be visited and explored. 

SEG has been running annually since 1981, although unfortunately Covid-19 scuppered plans for SEG 2020 
and 2021 when it was due to be held at Dundreggan near Invermoriston and hosted by Trees for Life,  
however, we plan to hold SEG there in 2023. 

We can now confirm that SEG 2022 will be held on the Isle of Bute, very kindly organised by Ron Forrester 
over the weekend of Friday 1st to Sunday 3rd July, using the museum library in Rothesay as a base during the 
day to provide space for attendees to meet, arrange site visits and discuss their findings.   

If you are interested in attending, or want to hear about future SEGs, then please let one of the SEG  
organisers know so we can send you more details and add you to the SEG distribution list. 

Many thanks 

Suzie Burgess suzanne.Burgess@buglife.org.uk 
David Hill dhill@butterfly-conservation.org  
Tom Prescott tprescott@butterfly-conservation.org  
James Silvey James.Silvey@rspb.org.uk  
Ron Forrester ronandedith1@gmail.com  
 

Big Butterfly Count  
The Big Butterfly Count will begin on Friday 15th July 2022 and run until Sunday 7th August. For more info 
and how to take part go to www.bigbutterflycount.org 
 

Garden Butterfly Survey: count the butterflies in your garden once per month – now much easier to 
take part! Visit the new website here. 
 

BC Events in Scotland 
Don’t forget to check our website at https://butterfly-conservation.org/scotland as well as your local Branch 

website for up-to-date lists of fieldtrips, events etc: 

Highlands & Islands - https://butterfly-conservation.org/in-your-area/highlands-and-islands-branch  

S & W Scotland - https://butterfly-conservation.org/in-your-area/glasgow-and-sw-scotland-branch  
East Scotland - https://butterfly-conservation.org/in-your-area/east-scotland-branch  

 

http://www.mothnight.info
mailto:suzanne.Burgess@buglife.org.uk
mailto:dhill@butterfly-conservation.org
mailto:tprescott@butterfly-conservation.org
mailto:James.Silvey@rspb.org.uk
mailto:ronandedith1@gmail.com
http://www.bigbutterflycount.org
http://www.gardenbutterflysurvey.org/
https://butterfly-conservation.org/scotland
https://butterfly-conservation.org/in-your-area/highlands-and-islands-branch
https://butterfly-conservation.org/in-your-area/glasgow-and-sw-scotland-branch
https://butterfly-conservation.org/in-your-area/east-scotland-branch
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Dates for your Diary 

From Farmland to Wildland: an ecological journey  
Date and Time  
Thursday, 7th April, 19:00-20:00  

Speaker  
Patrick Cook  
PhD student at the University of Stirling and Ecologist for Butterfly Conservation  

Topic  
In this talk we will hear about Patrick’s PhD topic with the University of Stirling, titled ‘From Farmland to 
Wildland: an ecological journey’. The research project will run over the next seven years investigating how 
biodiversity, particularly plants and invertebrates, respond to a rewilding project in Perthshire. This will add 
much needed evidence to the topic of rewilding, particularly for important groups like butterflies and moths. 
There will be plenty of opportunities to get involved with the project such as walking butterfly or bumblebee 
transects. If you are interested in knowing a bit more about what rewilding is, the research being covered, or 
if you would be interested in volunteering on the project please register for the talk below.  

Booking  
The talk is free and anyone can attend but booking is essential. Please register for this event through Zoom 
by clicking here   

For more information please contact Patrick Cook   Email: patrick.cook@stir.ac.uk 
 
 

Highland Branch Field Trips 
BUTTERFLY FIELD TRIP – ABRIACHAN, near Inverness 
Target Species: Green Hairstreak and Pearl-bordered Fritillary 

Date:  Either Saturday 21 May or Sunday 22 May (weather dependant) 

Time:  10 am until about 3pm 

Meeting place:  Abriachan Forest Trust car park at NH 542 353. Leaving the Inverness to Drumnadrochit 
Loch Ness-side road, follow the minor road through Abriachan and around the north shore of Loch Laide. 
Just after the loch, take a track to the left into an area of woodland. Just along here to your left you will find 
the Abriachan Forest Trust car park.  

Description:  A walk along paths and tracks with a gentle uphill stretch. There are toilets at the car park. 

What’s needed:  Bring a packed lunch - it’s a lovely site to explore and there’s plenty to see. 

Whether the trip will be run on the Saturday or the Sunday will be decided nearer the time, dependent on the 
weather forecast. Please phone Mark a few days before-hand for the final decision. 

Leader name: Mark Wynn  

Leader contact details:  01463 222060 or 07944 708608    markwynn9@markwynn9.plus.com 
 
BUTTERFLY FIELD TRIP – ARDERSIER, near Nairn 
Target Species: Small Blue 

Date:  Either Saturday 28 May or Sunday 29 May (weather dependant) 

Time:  10 am until about 2pm 

Meeting place:  Ardersier picnic site car park, 200m past the village of Ardersier on the left hand side of the 
road to Fort George. Grid reference NH 779557 (OS map 26, Inverness and Loch Ness). 

Description:  Previous work parties have endeavoured to boost the size and spread of the population of 
Small Blue butterflies on this site by planting and sowing kidney vetch - its caterpillar food plant. On this  
outing, we will look for Small Blue and hopefully find that our previous efforts have paid off. 

What’s needed:  The walk will mostly follow paths that are dry underfoot. 

Bring a packed lunch – it’s a lovely site to explore. 

Whether the trip will be run on the Saturday or the Sunday will be decided nearer the time, dependent on the 
weather forecast. Please phone Mark a few days before-hand for the final decision. 

Leader name: Mark Wynn  

Leader contact details:  01463 222060 or 07944 708608     markwynn9@markwynn9.plus.com 
 

 

https://us02web.zoom.us/meeting/register/tZYsfu-qrT4iHd36wj9Xi5djSt4N_1QuNBGG
mailto:markwynn9@markwynn9.plus.com
mailto:markwynn9@markwynn9.plus.com
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Dates for your Diary 

BUTTERFLY FIELD TRIP – LOGIE QUARRY, near Tain 
Target Species: Dingy Skipper and Small Blue 
Date:  Either Sat 4 June or Sunday 5 June (weather dependant) 
Time:  10am 
Meeting place:  The old entrance to the disused Logie quarry at NH 7739 7613. If travelling north up the A9 
from Alness/Invergordon, turn left off the A9 about one mile north of Kildary. The quarry entrance is about 
one-third of a mile along the minor road. 

If travelling south from Tain, turn right off the A9 one and a quarter miles after the turn-off to Arabella and 
Nigg. 

Description:  The sand and gravel substrate of this old quarry provides ideal growing conditions for Kidney 
Vetch, the foodplant of Small Blue. Unfortunately, over the years, most of the open areas loved by KV have 
been taken over by tree regeneration and the KV has been shaded out. Work parties in autumn 2021 cleared 
some of the regenerating trees and scrub, and planted kidney vetch and bird’s-foot trefoil – caterpillar food-
plants of Small Blue and Dingy Skipper respectively. 

Today’s outing will visit the work site, see how well the plants have taken and hopefully find butterflies taking 
advantage of them.  

Whether the trip will be run on the Saturday or the Sunday will be decided nearer the time, dependent on the 
weather forecast. Please phone Pete a few days before-hand for the final decision (phone number below). 

Approx duration: To lunchtime, and beyond if the weather is good. 
What’s needed:  Packed lunch 
Leader name: Pete Moore 
Leader contact details:  E-mail: tonuptwitcher@gmail.com  Tel 07866 578079 or 01479 872261 

BUTTERFLY FIELD TRIP – GLENFESHIE, near Kincraig 
Target Species: Dingy Skipper and Small Blue 
Date:  Either Sat 11 June or Sunday 12 June (weather dependant) 
Time:  10am 
Meeting place:  Follow the minor road on the west side of Glenfeshie towards Glenfeshie Lodge, past Uath 
Lochans and Ballintean. Three miles up the glen, just as you leave the forest and enter an area of fields, look 
for a track on the right at NH 8401 0004. There is parking space at this junction. 

Description:  Work parties in winter 2020 and autumn 2021 improved habitat for Dingy Skipper and Small 
Blue butterflies at two small disused quarries in Glenfeshie, one on the east side of the river and one on the 
west side. The work involved the clearance of regenerating trees and scrub, along with planting kidney vetch 
and bird’s-foot trefoil – caterpillar foodplants of Small Blue and Dingy Skipper respectively. 

Today’s outing will visit both work sites, see how well the plants have taken and hopefully find butterflies  
taking advantage of them. Be warned however, it may take a few years for butterflies to find these sites and 
become established. 

Whether the trip will be run on the Saturday or the Sunday will be decided nearer the time, dependent on the 
weather forecast. Please phone Pete a few days before-hand for the final decision (phone number below). 

Approx duration: To lunchtime and beyond if the weather is good. 
What’s needed:  Packed lunch. 
Leader name: Pete Moore 
Leader contact details:  E-mail: tonuptwitcher@gmail.com  Tel 07866 578079 or 01479 872261 

BUTTERFLY FIELD TRIP - FINDHORN BEACH, near Forres 
Target Species: Grayling and whatever we find 
Date:  Sunday 31 July 
Time:  10:30am 
Meeting place:  Car park at NJ036648.  Drive through Findhorn village on the B9011 and bear left taking the 
road signposted “Harbour” and “Beach”.  The road turns sharp right immediately after the Crown and Anchor 
Inn, then take the next left signposted “Beach Car Park” and “Heritage Centre”. Carry on until you see a 
brown sign, “Car Park No Overnight Camping”, pointing to the right, turn here and the road quickly becomes 
a rougher track.  Bear left when the track splits, then after a short distance the track turns sharply to the right 
and widens into a parking area which is where we’ll meet. 

Description:  A walk along the dunes to see if we can find Grayling and other butterflies such as Common 
Blue and Small Copper. There are also likely to be Six-spot Burnet Moths.   

Approx duration:  3 to 4 hours depending on how far we walk 
What’s needed:  Lunch, sun cream, waterproofs 
Leader name:  Audrey Turner 
Leader contact details:  07450 548862    email: unicorn64@btinternet.com  

mailto:tonuptwitcher@gmail.com
mailto:tonuptwitcher@gmail.com
mailto:unicorn64@btinternet.com
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Highland Branch 

Purple Hairstreak in Highland 

The current distribution map for Purple Hairstreak in Highland shows it to be confined to western oakwoods 
in the south-west corner of the region. However, recent targeted surveys to the south of Highland have 
shown this elusive species to be much more widespread than previously thought. It’s not a species that is 
just bumped into during the day – it requires targeted evening scanning of the canopy of oak trees with  
binoculars between late July and early September. Alternatively, one could search for eggs at the base of 
plump oak buds through the autumn and winter. Some of you may have seen Chris Stamp’s excellent 
presentation at the October 2021 BC Scotland autumn gathering, in which he gave some tips for finding  
Purple Hairstreaks. 

I would like to see a push for Purple Hairstreak surveying across the Highland branch area in 2022, wherever 
there are oak trees. To get folk inspired, Geoff Ballinger is going to give a presentation on searching for  
Purple Hairstreaks at the Highlands & Islands Branch virtual spring meeting on Saturday 9 April.  

During the 2022 flight period, I would love to be kept informed of any Highland Purple Hairstreak records, but 
it would also be useful to know which sites have been surveyed with a negative result. Note: please still send 
copies of all records to the relevant VC Butterfly Recorder or i-Record. 

I’m excited at the thought of perhaps significantly changing the distribution map of Purple Hairstreak in  
Highland in 2022. 

Pete Moore  tonuptwitcher@gmail.com 

 

Purple Hairstreak 5km distribution map 

mailto:tonuptwitcher@gmail.com
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Highland Branch 
Northern Brown Argus in Highland – declining or simply under-recorded?  
Your help required. 

Northern Brown Argus (NBA) is a priority species due to its patchy distribution and historical decline in both 
distribution and abundance. That patchy distribution is due in part to its caterpillar foodplant being rockrose, 
which itself is localised. 

Looking at the latest 5km distribution map for NBA in Highland, there are seven new 5km squares where it 
has been recorded in the last decade but not previously. That’s good news. However, there are twenty-two 
5km squares where it has been recorded prior to 2010 but not in the last decade. Is this a sign of a decline or 
is it simply that this small and easily overlooked butterfly is under-recorded?  

All butterfly species distribution maps, even common and widespread species, show a mix of old records 
where that species hasn’t been seen recently, new records where it hasn’t been seen before and other 
squares that have both historical and recent records. This is much to do with the fact that Highland is a huge 
area with relatively few butterfly recorders and there is always the fact that luck plays a part, that is, a  
recorder being in the right place at the right time. For common species, this incomplete data is not of concern 
but for priority species such as NBA, it would be good to know whether the apparent decline in distribution is 
real, or an artefact of recording. 

This summer, 2022, I would like to see a number of “old” sites visited, to ascertain whether NBA is still there 
or not. If you’d like to help out with this survey, have a look at the distribution map below, then let me know 
where you live or which area you’d like to visit and I’ll send you grid references of old records to check out. It 
will help enormously if you know what rockrose looks like as well as the butterfly! NBA flight period is June, 
July and August with most Highland records falling between the last week of June and the first week of  
August. 

Contact me on tonuptwitcher@gmail.com or 07866 578079 or 01479 872261. 

By Pete Moore 

 
Northern Brown Argus distribution map 2019 

mailto:tonuptwitcher@gmail.com
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Cairngorms Connect 

Mountain Mothing Volunteers Wanted! 
Cairngorms Connect is a partnership of neighbouring land managers, committed to a bold and ambitious 200
-year vision to enhance habitats, species and ecological processes across a vast area, stretching over 
600km2  within the Cairngorms National Park. We are working in partnership with Cairngorms Connect  
because they use moths as one of their indicator groups to help monitor the habitat restoration. Up until now 
this monitoring has been undertaken on their land in Badenoch and Strathspey but they are now wanting to 
expand the monitoring into the eastern Cairngorms to collect data from more traditionally managed sites. 

Cairngorms Connect are therefore looking for people with good moth, and ideally also bird ID skills, to carry 
out surveys in remote locations in the Cairngorms National Park this summer as part of a long-term  
monitoring project.  

 
 
In both June and July, we are looking for volunteers to help  
conduct moth surveys using Heath traps and also complete bird 
point count surveys across eight locations within the East  
Cairngorms Moorland Partnership (Mar Lodge, Glenlivet,  
Balmoral and Delnadamph – see yellow points on the map  
below). In July, we will also be conducting vegetation surveys and 
so a moderate knowledge of upland plant ID, being familiar with 
the main Ericaceous shrubs would be useful.  
 
 
 
 
 

We are looking for volunteers who are ideally happy to take on the 
full suite of surveys themselves at a chosen site (note, this will be 
lone-working the majority of the time unless you would like to be 
paired with another volunteer with complementary skills). Time 
requirements will include attending a training survey in early June 
and then one night per site in June and one night per site in July 
(with an additional 4 hours on the first or second day). 
 
You need to be happy and able to trek through rough and  
sometimes steep terrain carrying a heavy pack (full of moth  
trapping and camping kit!), and happy to camp out overnight (often 
in the presence of midges!).  You must be competent at navigating 
with map, compass and GPS and have experience of being in the 
hills alone. We will be able to provide all survey kit and also  
camping kit if required. 
 
For further information and site details, please contact: 

Tom Prescott  tprescott@butterfly-conservation.org  

or  

Ellie Dimambro-Denson  

ellie.dimambro-denson@cairngormsconnect.org.uk 
 
 

Cairngorms Connect is a landscape-scale restoration project 
based over 600km2 in the Cairngorms National Park with a  
200-year vision. With funding from the Endangered Landscapes  
Programme, we have an exciting programme of research,  
monitoring and work taking place between 2019 -2024. Your work 
will help contribute to understanding how species and habitats are 
responding to habitat restoration work. 
 

 

mailto:tprescott@butterfly-conservation.org
mailto:ellie.dimambro-denson@cairngormsconnect.org.uk
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Butterfly Transects 

Find a transect near you 
The UK Butterfly Monitoring Scheme (UKBMS) has been running for over four decades, and provides us with 
the best information on butterfly population changes. The scheme involves surveying butterflies along a fixed 
route once per week between April and October (26 weeks in total), and each survey typically takes under an 
hour. 

Last year we relaunched the UKBMS website, and it now includes a map of all existing transects in the UK. 
Visit here to see the map.  

You can use the map to see if there are existing transects near you. The ones in yellow circles labelled ‘Tran’ 
are the typical transects, whereas those in green circles labelled ‘BC’ are from the Wider Countryside  
Butterfly Survey and only need surveyed twice per year.  

If you see that a transect wasn’t surveyed in 2021, there’s a good chance it will need new surveyors this 
year. Even those surveyed in 2021 might need some help though. So if you see a transect you like the look 
of, just get in touch with us and we’ll do the rest! 

Email Project Officer Anthony McCluskey on amccluskey@butterfly-conservation.org to find out more about 
transects. 

 

Transect and butterfly identification workshops: Free workshops will be taking place online 
on 19th, 20th, 23rd, 27th and 31st March. There will be an in-person event at St Andrews Botanic Garden on 2nd 
April. All details here.  
 
Transect volunteers needed for transects at Mabie Forest (Dumfries), Haddington, Ayr, Fallin Bing 
(Stirling), Grayling (west coast especially). 

 Contact Anthony McCluskey amccluskey@butterfly-conservation.org if you are interested in any of these. 

Anthony McCluskey 
Helping Hands for Butterflies Project Officer  

 

          

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

        ____________________________________________________________________________ 

 

 

https://ukbms.org/sites
mailto:amccluskey@butterfly-conservation.org
https://butterfly-conservation.org/events/scotland
mailto:amccluskey@butterfly-conservation.org
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Project Updates 

The Bog Squad  
Bog Squad has been up and running again since mid-January this year with a new grant from Peatland  
Action for the next 2 years. During this time, we have been able to get out doing a range of work parties 
across the central belt as well as down in Dumfries and Galloway. 

We have re-visited many familiar Bog Squad bogs to help with the inevitable increase of scrub that has grown 
up over the period of the lockdown.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Our first work party of the new year was at Wester Moss, Fallin and coincided with being the 100th Bog Squad 
work party since its inception in 2014. It was a great turn out for the first work party after a year’s break, with 
10 volunteers working hard to remove the abundance of birch saplings that had grown up at the northern end 
of the site. 

Since then, we have also enjoyed some great partnership working with the Friends of Langlands Moss,  
NatureScot staff at Kirkconnell Flow and Braehead Moss and have engaged new audiences such as the  
Edinburgh University Mountaineering Group and a group of consultant ecologists and hydrologists from WSP 
Engineering Consultancy. 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

100th Bog Squad work party—Wester Moss 

Bog Squad at Langlands Moss Damming at White Moss 
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Project Updates 

To date we have visited 6 different sites with 8 work parties in total and 75 volunteers. Two of these sites are 
new to the Bog Squad. The first is Easter Inch Moss in West Lothian, where BC volunteer Mark Cubitt has 
been on a mission to clear all the broom from the moss to improve its condition. We were able to help with 
two outings to the bog to help with this. It’s great to know that the broom has almost been cleared now from 
the site. The other new site we have worked at is White Moss, near Beith in North Ayrshire. This is a very 
small site surrounded by agricultural land on all sides. We were asked to go along and help at this site by 
Scott Shanks from the RSPB, in connection with the Garnock Connections Project. The focus for this has 
been the installation of ditch dams with plastic pilling to contain the water on site.  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
You may remember that last summer we were hoping to encourage volunteers to get out and record  
sightings of Large Heath butterflies. We were unable to roll this out at the time, but we now plan to take this 
forward. 

We are really interested to learn more about the current Scottish distribution of this species, as it is one of our 
UK Priority species and a specialist of peatland habitats. In early summer we plan to have some ID and  
recording training sessions for interested volunteers who can then go out and monitor this species during the 
flight period. We have identified some peat bogs of particular interest and are keen to assign volunteers to 
look for the species at these sites in due course.  

The dates for these training sessions are still to be confirmed, but will be advertised on our Scottish events 
page of the BC website in the next two months. 

Further details will also appear on our webpage in due course https://butterfly-conservation.org/bogsquad 

If you are interested in taking part in this or any of our other priority species surveys this year please 
let us know using this form  

Polly Phillpot  pphillpot@butterfly-conservation.org 

 
 

We would like to thank Peatland Action for their continued support,  
without which, the Bog Squad Project would not be possible. 
 
 

WSP group clearing broom at Easter Inch Moss 

https://butterfly-conservation.org/events?field_branches_target_id=118&field_categories_target_id=All&field_event_location_proximity%5Bvalue%5D=10&field_event_location_proximity%5Bcenter%5D%5Bcoordinates%5D%5Blat%5D=&field_event_location_proximity%5Bcenter%5D
https://butterfly-conservation.org/events?field_branches_target_id=118&field_categories_target_id=All&field_event_location_proximity%5Bvalue%5D=10&field_event_location_proximity%5Bcenter%5D%5Bcoordinates%5D%5Blat%5D=&field_event_location_proximity%5Bcenter%5D
https://butterfly-conservation.org/bogsquad
https://forms.gle/vigXz2swFmir6Lb66
mailto:pphillpot@butterfly-conservation.org
https://www.nature.scot/climate-change/nature-based-solutions/peatland-action-project
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News from Scottish Borders 

Northern Brown Argus in the Scottish Borders – surveys and searches for 2022 

Butterfly Conservation Scotland’s very own David Hill has just produced an illustrated report summarising 
Northern Brown Argus (NBA) survey and conservation work in our region from 2016 to 2021. Please contact 
David dhill@butterfly-conservation.org if you would like to receive a PDF copy of the 10-page report. Barry 
Prater coordinated volunteer survey work until last year in a project which has been the epitome of citizen 
science. Now, although Barry is standing down from his voluntary role and will be much missed, the survey 
work goes on. With most of the previously known Rock-rose NBA caterpillar foodplant sites surveyed, there 
will be more effort this season to visit monads (1km x 1km) that have been identified as having a good  
probability of hosting Rock-rose and therefore NBA colonies. Carrying out site surveys in the Scottish  
Borders has made a real difference to protecting NBA colonies at risk from forestry planting schemes and 
shows how important it is to volunteer and get active for the future of these butterflies in our region. If you’re a 
returning volunteer or want to join the 42 individuals who have already contributed please get in touch with 
me at the email address below. Just one or two visits to a site during June and July is all that’s required and 
full details and guidance will be provided with support available throughout the season. Thank you in  
anticipation! 

Please contact Michael Scott: mikeh.scott@btinternet.com  

 

 

 

mailto:dhill@butterfly-conservation.org
mailto:mikeh.scott@btinternet.com
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News from Scottish Borders 

 
 

 
 

 

      ________________________________________________________________________________ 
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Priority Species Surveys 

If you are interested in taking part in any of our priority species surveys this year please let 
us know using this form  

Pearl-bordered Fritillary Plans in 2022 
The Pearl-bordered Fritillary is one of Scotland’s more elusive 
butterflies and has long been a priority for conservation. Flying 
earlier in the season than its close relative (and look-a-like) the 
Small Pearl-bordered Fritillary, it inhabits woodland edges,  
clearings, glades and track-sides.  

Scotland is a stronghold for the butterfly, which has undergone 
significant UK-wide declines, particularly as woodland  
management has moved away from the traditional coppicing and 
small-scale felling practices that helped the species thrive.  

Most people only see the Pearl-bordered Fritillary when they 
make a special effort to seek it out, no doubt in part due to its 
early season emergence in mid-May. We know the butterfly has 
been thriving in recent years at Mabie Forest and monitoring on 
some Forestry and Land Scotland sites has been established at a number of woodlands in Perthshire,  
Strathspey and Lochaber. The butterfly has also been rediscovered at Loch Katrine in the Trossachs, where 
it was once feared lost, and now appears to be doing well.   

 

However, for most Pearl-bordered Fritillary colonies, BC rarely receive 
any records at all. This is an issue as the butterfly could be declining 
at certain sites, or even across landscapes, and without knowledge of 
records and habitat condition, we can’t target our conservation action 
to help. This year we would like to start changing that!  
 

 

 

 

 

 

Volunteers wanted! 

We are looking for willing volunteers to take on a local 
site to survey for Pearl-bordered Fritillary.  

To help with this we will be offering a free zoom training  
workshop in early May followed by several field  
workshops spread around the country. We will have a list 
of priority sites in each area to be surveyed which  
volunteers can sign-up for. Surveys will need to take 
place on a sunny day during the butterfly’s flight period of 
mid-May to mid-June.  

Dates for zoom and field workshops will be advertised in 
April. If you would be interested in taking part, please let 
us know by using the form link at the top of the article.    

 

Photos by Iain Leach 

                                                                                                                                       

 

                                              
                                                                                                                                  Pearl-bordered Fritillary records in Scotland since 1990 

https://forms.gle/vigXz2swFmir6Lb66
https://www.bbc.co.uk/news/uk-scotland-south-scotland-57636202
https://forestryandland.gov.scot/blog/secret-butterflies-trossachs
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Expanding a successful method for Northern Brown Argus surveys 
Since 2016, volunteers in the Scottish Borders have been gathering data on the region’s colonies of Northern 
Brown Argus. With over 150 known colonies, it’s been no small task! There are still plenty of sites to check as 
mentioned in Michael’s article above. The surveys in the Borders have highlighted the threat from  
inappropriate new woodland creation schemes and we’re concerned that this issue may be affecting Northern 
Brown Argus colonies elsewhere in Scotland too.  

Last year the same method was successfully used 
for surveying colonies in the Sidlaw Hills and  
coordinated surveys of Northern Brown Argus are 
also well under way in Fife. With efforts ongoing in 
these three areas (black circles on map), we now 
hope to expand surveys into other areas of Scotland 
(orange circles). There are plans to cover coastal  
areas in future under the ‘Species on the Edge’  
project (blue circles) should our bid to the Heritage 
Lottery Fund be successful.  
 
Volunteer surveyors wanted! 

If you would like to take on the surveying of a  
Northern Brown Argus site anywhere in Scotland, 
then we’d be delighted to hear from you!  

To help assist with surveys we will be offering a free 
zoom training workshop in June followed by some  
in-field workshops. We will have a list of available 
sites in each area to be surveyed which volunteers 
can sign-up for. Surveys are best undertaken from 
late June through to early August. 
 
Volunteer coordinators wanted! 

For the areas circled orange on the map we are  
looking for willing volunteers to help with the  
coordination of surveys in their local area. This would 
involve being a local point of contact and  
encouraging local volunteers to choose sites to  
survey. Prior experience of Northern Brown Argus 
would be helpful. We think we already have  
coordinators for East Lothian and the Ochils but any 
volunteers for the following would be very welcome!

 
 
 

Dates for zoom and field workshops will be advertised in due course.  

 

If you are interested in taking part in any of our priority species surveys this year please let us know 
using this form  

 

 

• South Ayrshire and inland D&G 

• Perthshire 

• Angus Glens 

• Deeside 

• Northern Cairngorms 

• Strathspey 

https://forms.gle/vigXz2swFmir6Lb66
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Marsh Fritillary Monitoring 
Argyll, Lochaber and the Inner Hebrides holds one of the largest and best-connected populations of Marsh 
Fritillary in Europe. In recent years BC Scotland has begun a successful monitoring programme with  
volunteers making an annual visit to their local site to count the butterfly’s distinctive larval webs in late  
August and early September. In 2021 a total of 43 counts were carried out allowing us to build a picture of 
how the butterfly is faring across the area which is something we’ve never been able to do before. 

We are very keen to expand monitoring to cover new sites, areas and islands. If you would like to help, then 
please let us know via the form link at the top of the article. We will be offering training via zoom and 
(possibly in the field as well) in August this year. Each Marsh Fritillary site just needs to be visited once per 
year for the count which usually takes a couple of hours maximum.        

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Location of Marsh Fritillary larval web counts (red dots) monitored in 2021 

 

If you are interested in taking part in any of our priority species surveys this year please let 
us know using this form  

 

   

https://forms.gle/vigXz2swFmir6Lb66
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Priority Moth surveys 
We are seeking volunteers to help undertake surveys and monitoring of a number of threatened species, to 
help us meet the first ambitious goal of our new Strategy; to half the number of threatened species. Over 
the next five years we will be focussing our efforts on 24 species identified as being the most threatened in 
the UK and occur in Scotland. For some species we will conduct Zoom training workshops, hopefully in 
tandem with field training and survey days. We are initially planning to focus on the following species, most 
of which we have worked on before 

Scottish Clearwings – White-barred, Welsh & Large Red-belted  
Clearwings are a very elusive and scarce group of moths with most looking more fly or wasp-like than moth.  
Seven species occur in Scotland. 

The Welsh Clearwing is an elusive day-flying moth 
that is so called because it was first found in 
Wales in 1854. It is a woodland species  
associated with mature birch trees as the female 
moths lay their eggs in crevices in the bark, the 
resulting caterpillars feeding within the bark for two 
to three years. 

It is an elusive beast, rarely encountered as an 
adult and until recently best recorded by searching 
for the moth’s characteristic exit holes in birch 
trunks. However, a pheromone lure is now  
available that readily attracts male moths and thus 
an excellent tool to help record the presence of 
Welsh Clearwing at known sites as well as help 
discover new colonies. 

Similarly, the Large Red-belted Clearwing is also 
associated with birch and has its own unique  

pheromone lure and occurs primarily in the Borders, Trossachs, Cairngorms and the Great Glen. 

Finally, we will also be trying to determine the status of White-barred Clearwing near Loch Ard in the  
Trossachs, following the very surprising record of an adult last year. This was its first ever sighting in  
Scotland with the next nearest population, with post-2000 records, being in the West Midlands. 

Eana argentana - Silver Shade 
This is a small silvery day-flying moth that is only known in the UK from Glen Tilt. It was first discovered in the 
glen in 1875 and this remains its sole location in the UK. It was originally thought to be confined to “one small 
spot” but in 1878 it was said to be “distributed over several miles”. However, there have been very few  
sightings since 1940 but surveys in 2019 and a student project in 2020 found the moth in good numbers 
in one small location on steep south facing grassy slopes. The caterpillars have never been found in the 
wild in the UK but are thought to feed on grasses. 

The adult moths are on the wing from around mid-July through to about mid-August. 

Choreutis diana - Affric Twitcher 
The Affric, or Inverness Twitcher, Choreutis diana is a small day-flying moth that is only known in the UK 
from Glen Affric, since its discovery there in 1919.  

The moth is associated with birch trees upon which the moth’s caterpillars betray their presence in a  
characteristic spinning in June and July. 

Prior to targeted surveys in the glen in 2019 the moth was only known from a handful of birch trees in and 
around Forest and Land Scotland’s top car park, however, these surveys found the moth to be more  
widespread with the characteristic spinning found over c12km of the glen. Last year the moth was discovered 
in the adjacent Glen Strathfarrar, the first time it had been recorded away from Glen Affric. It is therefore 
thought that the moth could be even more widespread occurring elsewhere in that glen and other adjacent 
glens.  

The adult moths are on the wing from around the end of July through to about mid-August. 

 

   Welsh Clearwing – Iain Leach 



17 

Priority Species Surveys 

Periclepsis cinctana - Tiree Twist 
This small, distinctive, colourful day-flying moth only occurs in the UK on Tiree, where it was first found in 
1984. It formerly occurred in Kent but is now extinct. The adults are on the wing in the latter part of June 
through July and fly in sunshine and come to light at night. Nothing is known about the caterpillars in  
Scotland, but it is likely they feed within a silken tube, leaf fold or spinning on Bird’s-foot Trefoil, Kidney Vetch 
or other low growing plants from September through until June. although larval searches last year were  
unsuccessful. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
We are keen to determine the distribution of the moth on the island as in recent years it is only known from 
one small rocky outcrop in the northern part of the island and a single adult caught in a moth trap in the SE of 
the island. 
 

Portland Moth 
 

This beautiful, greenish-brown, distinctive moth is primarily a dune  
specialist. Its striking orange, black and white stripey caterpillar is 
thought to feed predominantly on Creeping Willow but will also use other 
dune plants growing in a sandy substrate. It feeds at night, hiding by day 
beneath the sand.   

The moth is principally on the wing in August but there are records in 
late July and early September. The adults are strongly attracted to light, 
but can also be found soon after dusk nectaring on Ragwort heathers 
and other duneland plants, and it also comes to ‘sugar’ and wine-ropes.  

It is predominantly a coastal species that has become very scarce in 
recent years.  Since 2000 it has been recorded around the Moray Firth, 
at Tentsmuir in Fife and one inland record from the Cairngorms where it 
probably originated from the sandy gravels on the Feshie/Spey. But 
there are few recent records from some of these locations, whilst there 
are older sightings from both the east and west coast. 
 
If you are interested in taking part in any of our priority  
species surveys this year please let us know using this form  

Periclepsis cinctana – Nigel Voaden 
  Periclepsis cinctana – Nigel Voaden 

Portland Moth – Roy Leverton 

https://forms.gle/vigXz2swFmir6Lb66
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Dark Bordered Beauty monitoring, Insh Marshes, RSPB Reserve 
Over the last ten years or so we have been fortunate to have an RSPB member of staff, usually from south of 
the Border, head north and undertake their month long sabbatical leave monitoring the important Dark  
Bordered Beauty population on the Insh Marshes reserve. Usually, by now, someone has signed up to take 
this on, but unfortunately not this year.   

 

 

The monitoring requires setting moth traps across the site as 
well as early morning transect walks. The moth is on the wing 
from around mid-July to mid-August. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

If you are interested in taking part in any of our priority species surveys this year please let 
us know using this form  

 

      _______________________________________________________________________ 

 

Narrow-bordered Five Spot Burnet 
The map below shows the Scottish distribution of Narrow-bordered Five-spot Burnet. This clearly illustrates 
its steady movement north and how it has crossed the Firth of Forth and also moved westwards into the 
Glasgow area. 

The Burnet Study Group is interested in mapping its continued spread and would therefore like to encourage 
recorders to submit their sightings to their relevant Vice-county moth recorder. 

 

Dark Bordered Beauty – Roy Leverton 
Male (left) – Female (right) 

https://forms.gle/vigXz2swFmir6Lb66
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Nature Recovery Fund News 
In November Highland Council announced a new capital fund, established by the Scottish Government,  
designed to help support projects that will deliver nature restoration, safeguard wildlife and tackle the causes 
of biodiversity loss due to climate change. The deadlines were short but we submitted an accepted  
Expression of Interest in December and then a full application in January. We were very pleased in March to 
hear the excellent news that we had been successful. 

 

Our project is to continue the work we started last autumn clearing scrub at 
Logie Quarry, near Tain, to benefit Small Blue and Dingy Skipper. Highland 
Branch had previously run two work parties at the site and we had also 
worked with Rural Skills pupils from Invergordon Academy and Balnagown 
Estate staff to clear birch, broom and pines. However, although our efforts 
were important, the potential for further work was immense. 
 
 

    
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Happy Highland Branch volunteers at Logie Quarry 

We now have funding to deploy contractors with clearingsaws to fell and chip further scrub, as well as using 
a tractor mounted flail to open up the path network to improve connectivity between the surviving butterfly 
colonies that lie on the eastern and western parts of the quarry. Very excitingly this work is already  
underway. 

We also plan to host a Butterfly Day on Saturday 4th June to monitor the butterfly as well as highlight the  
importance of the quarry for its butterflies, and other wildlife, to the general public. We would like to thank 
Balnagown Estate, the owners of the quarry, for their excellent help and support, as well as Highland Council 
for the funding. 

In a similar vein NatureScot launched their Nature Restoration Fund in January. We submitted four  
Expressions of Interest, with three advancing to the application stage, with a submission deadline of 1st April.  
These three projects are 

• Habitat restoration to benefit Dark Bordered Beauty 
• Scrub clearance to benefit Northern Brown Argus at a cluster of sites between Galashiels and Peebles 
• Rhododendron clearance at Loch Ard wood to benefit Beautiful Snout. 

If successful, these projects would start in the coming summer and run until March 2024. Our fingers are very 
tightly crossed. 

Small Blue—Iain Leach 
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Aubrieta as a Larval Foodplant for Small White 
9

th
 August 2021 

I was outside my house in the resident’s car park chatting with my neighbour, when the deep and meaningful 
conversation we were having about the weather, got rudely interrupted . . . by a butterfly. 

Having recently watched a female Small White sniffing out the Nasturtiums in my garden, with the intent of 
egg-laying, I recognised exactly what was going on. The butterfly in question was also a Small White, and it 
was fluttering around the Aubrieta I had planted when we first moved in, fourteen years ago.   

The Aubrieta – commonly misspelled Aubretia (thanks to a certain Mr McCluskey for that information!) has, 
over the years, been a magnet for spring butterflies and, most noticeably, Narrow-bordered Bee Hawkmoth 
which loves to nectar on the flowers. Imagine your favourite food or drink, and that must be what the nectar-
rich flowers are like. Yum! 

Back to the butterfly in the car park. My poor neighbour must 
have wondered what was going on when I suddenly ran over to 
the Aubrieta-clad wall, mid-conversation. Then again, I think she 
knows me well enough by now to have realised what I was up to. 
Her young children regularly turn up on my doorstep with dead or 
near-dead things to be rescued, revived or have a name put to. 
She probably thought “Oh, there goes Hilary again, running after 
some butterfly.” Had she been thinking that, she would have 
been right – I was running after a butterfly, but not any old  
butterfly . . . it was a female Small White egg-laying on Aubrieta 
(Figure 1)! How often do you see that?! 

I was quite blown away by what I was seeing – she was fluttering 
around and yes, she did lay an egg before my very eyes. I think 
she went on to lay more, but it was out of my line of vision. Being 
a mere 5’2” in height, I’m sure you can imagine my indisposition.   

After running indoors (I very rarely run, it must be said, after all 
this year saw me receiving my bus pass) to grab my camera and 
getting proof of what I had just seen (Figures 2 & 3), I got out the 
lovely Peter Eeles’s book and looked up Small White. No mention of Aubrieta as a foodplant. I went through 
all my other butterfly books, although I have to say that Mr Eeles’s has become a favourite of mine, and still 
no mention of Aubrieta as a foodplant. Brassicas yes, Aubrieta no. Weird. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Then, a lightbulb moment happened. I thought: hmm, where does Aubrieta come in the plant world? Out 
came the book (you can see that I’m not of the Smartphone generation) and I looked up Aubrieta. Has  
anyone guessed yet? It is, indeed, a Brassica! Problem solved. 

Figure 1. Small White egg-laying on Aubrieta 

Figure 2. Freshly laid Small White egg on Aubrieta Figure 3. Close up of egg 
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But did that female Small White know what she was doing? Well, either she or another identical looking 
Small White went on to lay eggs on subsequent dates: 16th, 23rd, 24th, and 26th August 2021. 

19
th

 October 2021 
A search for larvae on the Aubrieta on this date succeeded in finding six at about an inch long (Figure 4), all 
merrily munching away, and I was impressed by how well they were camouflaged by the hairy leaves of the 
Aubrieta (Figure 5). I was delighted to find these, as the eggs laid on my Nasturtiums hadn’t been faring too 
well, quite possibly dinner for the little jumping spider Salticus scenicus (Figure 6) which I see on the wall in 
front of which my Nasturtiums grow. I read in Peter Eeles’s book that the Small White larva is predated by 
birds, harvestmen and spiders. I could be wrong, but that’s where I get my theory from! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

As an aside, there were still five larvae on my Nasturtiums on the 19th November, quite probably an indication 
of the mild autumn we were having.    

If you have Aubrieta growing in your garden, keep a look out for Small White, and let me or your butterfly 
county recorder know if you observe any egg-laying females or find any caterpillars. Happy butterflying! 

by Hilary Swift (aka Fritillary Hilary)  
                         

Figure 4. Small White larva munching Figure 5. Well camouflaged Small White larva 

Figure 6. The Jumping Spider, Salticus scenicus 



22 

 Nature of Scotland Awards 2022 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The search is on for Scotland’s nature champions!  

RSPB Scotland is excited to announce entries are now open for the Nature of Scotland Awards. 

Nature champions, pioneering business, and passionate community groups are being encouraged to enter 
these prestigious conservation awards. Co-sponsored by NatureScot, the awards celebrate individuals and 
organisations across Scotland doing their bit to protect Scotland’s nature. 

Entries are free, and there are ten categories to choose from, including the Coasts and Waters, Youth and 
Education, Nature and Climate Action Awards and many more. The categories offer the chance to honour 
individuals and organisations making a difference in their local communities, businesses and schools to  
support Scotland’s iconic wildlife and fantastic landscapes.   

Help us celebrate the exceptional achievements that individuals are making for Scottish species and habitats 
and submit an entry to the RSPB Species Champion category. You can apply for your own work or nominate 
another person’s successes. From conserving a vulnerable or threatened species to providing a catalyst for 
positive change through hard work and dedication. This could be through implementing policy, preventing 
habitat destruction or helping to create ecosystems. 

Dr Jane Dodd won the RSPB Species Champion Award in 2020 for her work on the flapper skate (Dipturus 
intermedius, part of the common skate complex) which are the largest skate in the world. The species have 
suffered massive population reductions and localised extinction over the last 100 years and is a conservation 
priority. A significant proportion of Dr Dodd’s time spent working for NatureScot over the past decade has 
contributed towards increasing our knowledge on common skate and ensuring its conservation. 

Anne McCall, Director of RSPB Scotland and chair of the Judging Panel said: “Each year I look forward to 
reading all the incredible applications that get submitted for The Nature of Scotland Awards. Hearing about 
the people, partnerships and projects across Scotland that are making a real difference for nature is truly  
inspirational. These awards celebrate the positive changes that are happening across the country, and the 
people who are driving them. 

If you are part of a project with nature at its heart, your business is championing new ways of working with 
the environment in mind or you know someone who is making a real difference for wildlife, be sure to enter or 
nominate before 30 May. My fellow judges and I can’t wait to hear about your conservation successes.” 

NatureScot Chief Executive Francesca Osowska said: “We’re excited to be supporting the Nature of  
Scotland Awards again this year. Our natural world is in crisis right now, and so it’s more important than ever 
that we recognise and reward the people who are working tirelessly to tackle nature loss and the devastating 
effects of climate change. In doing this, we can inspire others to take positive action for nature now.” 

Nominate a person, project, group or business dedicated to supporting our environment or submit your own 
application and tell us what you’re doing to support species and habitats!  

The shortlist for the awards will be announced in September, and the awards night will be held on 17  
November. Applications for the Nature of Scotland Awards are now open until 30 May. Any work which has 
taken place since March 2019 is eligible.  

Find out more about the awards and submit your application by 30 May by visiting  
rspb.org.uk/natureofscotland.  

Butterfly Conservation Company, limited by guarantee, registered in England (2206468).  
Registered Office: Manor Yard, East Lulworth, Wareham, Dorset, BH20 5QP.  
Charity registered in England & Wales (254937) and in Scotland (SCO39268) 

https://www.rspb.org.uk/about-the-rspb/at-home-and-abroad/scotland/nature-of-scotland-awards/

