
The role of the Verification Assistant 



Purpose of the Verification Assistant

• To support County Recorders with verification

•

• To ensure data reaching the NMRS and BNM are accurate

•

• To assist with feedback to recorders on their records

• To improve dataflow

Key contact @BC

Zoë Randle, Senior Surveys Officer

recording@butterfly-conservation.org
01929 406006

mailto:recording@butterfly-conservation.org


Verification Assistant  - vital support for the County Recorder Network

Assist the County Recorder network in one or more of the following ways:

• Verify records in iRecord and other sources

• Perform validation checks in Excel or NBN Record Cleaner

• Communicate with recorders about their records

• Query dubious records

• Provide regular downloads of verified records to the County Recorder or at 

least annually in January

• Format records to the requirement and preference of the County Recorder

• Process records in accordance with GDPR and BC’s data policy



The County Recorder Network

County Moth Recorders – Vice County  boundaries

County Butterflies – non-standardised boundaries

Administrative areas

Branches
Vice-counties

Vital role in supporting BCs science
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Other data sources: Online data capture



Citizen science surveys that contribute to the NMRS and BNM

Annual celebration of moths & moth recording

Big Butterfly Count – mass participation 



What do County Recorders do?

• Local experts

• Verify records from the recording community

• Encourage recording & promote schemes

• Provide feedback to recorders

• Promote butterflies and moths

• Collate and manage local datasets in accordance with GDPR and BCs data policy

• Local reporting to BC Branches, LERCs and other local groups

• Submit records to NMRS & BNM
target date 31st March, although data are accepted year round

…..and often lots more…!



Collation of data for their area – a myriad of data formats

Recording and 
monitoring team

Paper data
Branch online data capture systems
Social MediaLevana

Verification of these records to ensure data quality



Increase in butterfly recording
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Increase in moth recording
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Sharing the workload

Establish local teams to share the workload

Data collation Assistant(s)

Verification Assistant(s)  

Work to strengths



An ideal Verification Assistant will be or will have 

• Proficient at butterfly and/or moth identification or be willing to work 

with others to learn this 

• Data Management skills and experience

• A knowledge of species flight times and distributions or access to this 

information

• A willingness to learn more about butterflies and/or moths

• Personal computer password protected with up-to-date antivirus 

software and internet connection

• Personable and approachable attitude

• Able to represent Butterfly Conservation and its values



Opportunities for you

• Training and support from the Recording Team including iRecord and QGIS 

• Improved and ongoing knowledge of butterflies and/or moths

• Your role will provide valuable support to the County Recorder network

• Opportunities for mentoring from County Recorders

• Development of your skills and expertise essential for the conservation 

sector

• The chance to contribute to Butterfly Conservation’s world class recording 

schemes, and ultimately science and research

• An opportunity to work with a wide range of people from different 
backgrounds

• Reimbursement of out of pocket expenses for performing your duties as  

Verification Assistant



Thank you!


