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Reflections ……. 

From Jane Jones, Chair Lancashire Branch 

We have another jam-packed issue for you with hopefully, plenty to interest you. I 

am delighted to include a full butterfly and moth field trip programme again this 

year, so check out the details starting on page 5, and also an in-person Members’ 

Day (subject to any government guidelines in place on the day) to be held at RSPB 

Leighton Moss followed by a guided walk on Arnside Knott.  

We have had another very productive work party season on our Myers Allotment 

Reserve, led by Dave Wrigley, and supported by our enthusiastic and committed 

band of volunteers. We are hugely grateful to Dave and every single one of our 

volunteers for the effort that they put in. Why not come along in the autumn to see 

what we get up to and maybe join in? See page 10 for more details. 

I would like to announce to you all that I will be stepping down as Chair of the 

branch at our Members’ Day at the end of July. I will have been ‘in position’ for 

nearly 4 years at that point, but due to changing family commitments I feel that I 

wouldn’t be able to give it the time and attention that the role demands. I have 

thoroughly enjoyed my time as Chair and plan to continue on the committee and 

also to put this newsletter together. 

I would also like to announce that Laura Sivell, one of our branch founder-

members, who has been our Butterfly Recorder for the county of Lancashire for 25 

years, is also stepping down at our Members’ Day this year. We are delighted that 

Laura intends to continue on the committee, as her knowledge and experience are 

invaluable. 

This leads me on nicely to the fact that we have 2 new committee members, Chris 

White and John Bostock and we welcome both of them. The committee would still 

benefit from a few more people so that we can continue to deliver on Butterfly 

Conservation’s 2021 - 2026 Strategy. Please do get in touch with me at chair-

man@lancashire-butterflies.org.uk if you’d like to find out more about any of the 

vacant positions and what it means to be a committee member. 

Jane Jones 

Cover Photo: Purple Hairstreak by David Talbot 

mailto:chairman@lancashire-butterflies.org.uk
mailto:chairman@lancashire-butterflies.org.uk
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Branch Members’ Day & AGM 2021 

Holt Room, RSPB Leighton Moss 

Saturday 30th July 2022 9:30am - 12:30pm  

followed by a  

Guided Walk on Arnside Knott 13:45 - 16:00 

We have a programme of talks in the morning followed by a guided walk around 

Arnside Knott for those that would like to join us to try to see Scotch Argus! If the 

weather looks bad for the afternoon, we may decide to ‘flip’ the programme and 

do the walk in the morning and then enjoy the talks in the dry during the afternoon. 

There will be a display of the Photography competition entries. 

Programme for the day: 

• 9:30 - Moth-trap opening and coffee 

• 10:15 - Rob Petley-Jones - My life with Moths - a Personal Odyssey 

• 11:00 Coffee break 

• 11:15 -Steve Benner - Micro-lepidoptera - the moths everyone hates (& why 
you shouldn’t!)  

• 12:00 - Branch Reports & Election of Committee  

• 12:30 - Branch Photography Competition Results & Presentation 

• 12:45 Lunch - Either bring a picnic or make use of the lovely RSPB Leighton 
Moss café…. 

• 13:45 - Meet Arnside Knott Car park (OS ref. SD449773) for guided walk on the 
Knott with Craig McCoy, Arnside & Silverdale Area Ranger (National Trust) 
and Chris Winnick, Lancashire & Cumbria Butterfly Conservation. Please 
bring water, sturdy shoes, sunscreen and a hat. Uneven paths and steep 
slopes 

• 16:00 Close 

Nominations for committee positions to be received by chairman@lancashire-
butterflies.org.uk by 30th June 2022. 

Please register for this event with Chris Winnick Tel. 01539 728254 or by 

email chriswinnick@tiscali.co.uk 

mailto:jcjmail@aol.com
mailto:jcjmail@aol.com
mailto:chriswinnick@tiscali.co.uk
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Following the success of last year’s competition, we are delighted to host 
this again.  

Are you a budding nature photographer? Have you or your children taken 
some lovely butterfly or moth snaps through this spring and summer? Why 
not enter our competition and the overall winner’s photograph will appear 
in the front cover of our Autumn 2022 newsletter and receive a £25 NHBS 
voucher, with 2nd place  being printed on the back cover. 

There will be 3 categories: 1)Lancashire Butterfly, 2)Lancashire Moth and 3)
Early Stage (egg, larva or pupa) of Lancashire Butterfly or Moth 

Judging will be by the branch committee and the winners announced at 
our 2022 Members’ Day. 

Entries to be emailed to photocomp@lancashire-butterflies.org.uk with 
Photography Competition 2022 as the Subject title and include the titled 
photos, where they were taken and your name (and age if under 18), and 
Butterfly Conservation membership number. 

Closing date for entries is 31st May 2021. 

 Why not watch Trevor Davenport’s informative and entertaining 
presentation, on our YouTube channel, on how to get the best out of your 

butterfly and moth photography before entering!  

Terms & Conditions: 

Competition is open to all Lancashire branch members; entries must have been 
taken during 2021/22, be of native species and have been taken within the 
boundaries of the branch with the general location (eg Myers Allotment Reserve, 
Avenham Park, etc) identified for the general interest of the branch members; 
each member may submit a maximum of 3 photographs  to the competition 
(only the first 3 submitted images will be accepted); each photograph must have 
a title and be anonymous for judging purposes; only digital images (as JPEGs max 
6Mb) will be accepted which may be cropped but must not be enhanced by 
computer manipulation; Members of the branch committee and their immediate 
families may not enter; winning entries to be available for publication on the 
branch website and in the newsletter. Submission of photos as stated here 
indicates your agreement to these T&Cs 

mailto:photocomp@lancashire-butterflies.org.uk?subject=Photography%20Competition%202021
https://youtu.be/M2hXWVISDyA
https://youtu.be/M2hXWVISDyA
https://youtu.be/M2hXWVISDyA
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2022 Field Trips Lancashire Branch  

For all outdoor events participants should bring suitable outdoor clothing, 

waterproofs and boots or similar. Bring a packed lunch for whole day events, sun 

cream and plenty of water in hot weather. General safety advice will be given 

before all our events, but we ask all who attend to take personal responsibility for 

their own safety and possessions, and to pay special regard to trip hazards and the 

likely presence of ticks. Before starting, please advise walk leader of any medical or 

other conditions which could lead to you being unable to complete the walk.  

Booking: We limit numbers for some events for safety and we require booking 

with the party leader by e-mail to confirm your place.  If you need to cancel a 

booked place, please tell the leader asap so that the place(s) may be offered to 

others.  Leaders may also be able to answer any individual request for further 

information. 

Trough of Bowland to Langden Brook (nr Dunsop 

Bridge) (Joint event with Trough of Bowland AONB)                      

Wednesday 4th May 14.00-16.30 

Target: Our target species for this 3-mile walk are the 

beautiful Green Hairstreak butterfly and the amazing, 

day-flying Emperor moth. Meet: Car Park OS ref. 

SD633511; (map) 

Registration necessary by email to: Sandra.silk@lancashire.gov.uk  (£3 charge on 

the day) 

Emperor moth (male) 

Photo Iain Leach 

Butterflies of Warton Crag 

Saturday 23rd April 10.00-14.30 

Meet at: OS ref. SD491724. Crag Road, Warton – Quar-

ry Car Park (map) Some moderately steep/difficult 

paths  

Target: Pearl-bordered Fritillary and early spring spe-

cies 

Registration necessary to: Chris Winnick, Tel. 01539 

728254 or by email chriswinnick@tiscali.co.uk 

Pearl-bordered Fritillary 

Photo: Adam Gor 

https://maps.google.com/maps?hl=en-GB&q=Langden%2C%20nr%20Dunsop%20%20Bridge
mailto:Sandra.silk@lancashire.gov.uk
https://www.google.com/maps/place/Warton+Crag+Local+Nature+Reserve/@54.1454279,-2.7844199,1119m/data=!3m1!1e3!4m5!3m4!1s0x487c9b6730b3a6dd:0xcda34816c8dcc970!8m2!3d54.1443847!4d-2.779431
mailto:chriswinnick@tiscali.co.uk
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Butterflies of Warton Crag 

Thursday 26th May 10.00-14.30 

Meet at: OS ref. SD491724. Crag Road, Warton – Quarry 

Car Park (map) 

Target: Small Pearl-bordered Fritillary, Dingy Skipper, Com-

mon Blue, Small Heath and other spring species 

Some moderately steep/difficult paths. Bring a packed 

lunch. 

Registration necessary to: Chris Winnick, Tel. 01539 728254 or by 

email chriswinnick@tiscali.co.uk 

Dingy Skipper 

Iain Leach 

Butterflies of Heysham Moss & Heysham Nature Re-

serve 

Friday 17th June 10.00-14.30 

Target: Large Heath, Large Skipper and other early summer 

species. 

Bring a packed lunch 

Meet at: OS ref. SD422613; Postcode: Meldon Road LA3 

2HJ (Access to Heysham Moss is nearby) (map) 

Registration necessary to: Chris Winnick, Tel. 01539 728254 or by 

email chriswinnick@tiscali.co.uk 

Large Heath 

Iain Leach 

Butterflies of Holme Stinted Pastures and Holme 

Park Fell  

Friday 1st July 10:00-14:30 

Target: Large Fritillaries, possible late Small Pearl-bordered 

Fritillary. Also look out  & listen for Yellowhammers! 

Meet: OS ref. SD545784 roadside 1km NW of Clawthorpe 

(postcode LA6 1NU approx.) Limited parking here but more 

nearby on roadside. Bring a packed lunch 

Registration necessary to: Chris Winnick, Tel. 01539 728254 or by 

email chriswinnick@tiscali.co.uk 

Dark Green Fritillary 

Iain Leach 

https://www.google.com/maps/place/Warton+Crag+Local+Nature+Reserve/@54.1454279,-2.7844199,1119m/data=!3m1!1e3!4m5!3m4!1s0x487c9b6730b3a6dd:0xcda34816c8dcc970!8m2!3d54.1443847!4d-2.779431
mailto:chriswinnick@tiscali.co.uk
https://www.google.com/maps/place/Meldon+Rd,+Heysham,+Morecambe/@54.0445917,-2.8855953,561m/data=!3m2!1e3!4b1!4m5!3m4!1s0x487b61d9551cafe3:0xc1a448b0a24feb2c!8m2!3d54.0445886!4d-2.8834066
mailto:chriswinnick@tiscali.co.uk
mailto:chriswinnick@tiscali.co.uk
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Butterflies of Myers Allotment 

Saturday 16th July 13.00-16.30 

Lancashire BC Reserve OS ref SD474750  

Target: Purple Hairstreak, Northern Brown Argus, Large 

Fritillaries 

Meet at: on site entrance on The Row Silverdale (map)

Parking alternative: Leighton Moss Car Park a short walk 

away at postcode LA5 0SW 

Leader: Reserve Manager - Dave Wrigley 

Registration necessary by email to reserves@lancashire-butterflies.org.uk 

Big Butterfly Count walk at Peel Park & The Coppice 

Local Nature Reserve, Accrington 

Wednesday 27th July 13:00 - 15:00 

Target: Big Butterfly Count species including Small Copper  

Meet at the bowling green car park at the top of Peel Park 

Avenue, Accrington.  Nearest postcode BB5 6HF.  OS grid 

reference: SD 76910 29268.    

Leaders: Gemma McMullan, Chris Atherton 

Registration is necessary by email 

to: webmaster@lancashire-butterflies.org.uk  

Northern Brown Argus 

Iain Leach 

Cumbria Field Trips - Summer 2022 

Cumbria branch also have a summer packed with butterfly walks. Why not check 

out their latest newsletter for full details and join one of their butterfly walks - 

Marsh Fritillaries at Finglandrigg Wood NNR, Mountain Ringlets at Irton Fell, Scotch 

Argus at Smardale Gill and many more. Lancashire members are welcome to regis-

ter for any Cumbria walks and events, please contact Chris Winnick 01539-728254/

chriswinnick@tiscali.co.uk 

https://gridreferencefinder.com/#gr=SD4743475091|Point_s_A|1
mailto:reserves@lancashire-butterflies.org.uk
mailto:webmaster@lancashire-butterflies.org.u
https://www.cumbria-butterflies.org.uk/newsletters/data/newsletter_44_spring_2022.pdf
mailto:chriswinnick@tiscali.co.uk
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Butterflies of Ainsdale Sand Dunes 

Thursday 28th July 10.30-14.30 

Target species: Grayling, Purple Hairstreak,  Gatekeeper, 

Small Copper 

Meet and park at: Ainsdale Sand Dunes NNR, 2 West End 

Lodge, Pinfold Lane, Ainsdale. Postcode PR8 3QW.             

OS Ref: SD301111 (map) Bring a packed lunch 

Leader: Chris Ambrose Registration necessary by email to Jane Jones 

at jcjmail@aol.com  

Grayling 

Iain Leach 

Finding Leaf Mines Field Event 

Saturday 15th October 10.00-14.00 

Meet: Plain Quarry carpark just off Dalton Lane 

OS ref SD552761 (map) (Uneven, rocky paths, 

livestock grazing, exposed site. Bring a packed 

lunch) 

Target: Micro-moth leaf mines  Leaders: Stephen 

Palmer, Ben Smart 

This event is limited to 20 participants to ensure that everyone that attends gets 

something out of the event therefore  Booking essential by email 

to: mothsinlancs@outlook.com 

Identification and Recording Day at Levens Village Hall (formerly known as 
the village ‘Institute’) 

Saturday 23 July 10:00 to about 16:00 

Following the success of Cumbria’s last training day in 2019 at the Institute they 
plan another two-part programme.  The indoor morning session will look at how to 
identify butterflies and day-flying moths and how to record them. The outdoor 
afternoon session at nearby White Scar will put theory into practice.  In 2019 
participants correctly identified nearly 20 species in the field. (See Cumbria branch 
newsletter, Autumn 2019 pp33-35 on the branch website). 

For this and the next two courses (for 2023 and 2024)we are indebted to the 
Kendal Natural History Society for providing the funds to offer 20 places free of 
charge. There will be light refreshments but bring your own packed lunch.  

Booking: Martin Chadwick and Chris Winnick, chriswinnick@tiscali.co.uk  

Leaf mine - Stigmella oxy-

acanthella on Hawthorn 

Ben Smart 

https://www.google.com/maps/place/Ainsdale+Pinewoods+And+Beach/@53.5924752,-3.0739585,4537m/data=!3m1!1e3!4m9!1m2!2m1!1sainsdale+sand+dunes+nnr!3m5!1s0x487b3bc6c897f631:0x382f7fa27fb83198!8m2!3d53.5922313!4d-3.0569422!15sChdhaW5zZGFsZSBzYW5kIGR1bmVzIG5uclo
mailto:jcjmail@aol.com
https://gridreferencefinder.com/#gr=SD5520076100|SD552761|1
mailto:mothsinlancs@outlook.com
mailto:chriswinnick@tiscali.co.uk
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This year, Moth Night will be taking place between Thursday 19th and Saturday 21st 

May and the theme is woodlands. May is a particularly productive time for our 

woodland moth species with many of the early Spring species still being on the 

wing, but also the emergence of early Summer species. May is also a great time for 

day-flying species of both macro and micro-moth in and around woodland habitats. 

So, why not see which moth species you can find in your local woodland or perhaps 

a neighbour or relative is lucky enough to have a garden with woodland in or 

around it that may let you run a trap.  

Remember to always seek permission from the landowner before going to put traps 

out. In Lancashire, we ask to only submit your NMN records to either your CMR or 

through the NMN webpage. Please do not submit datasets to both as this creates 

duplicates in our database and a lot of additional work. 

We are hoping to hold a selection of moth-trapping events, both Sheet & Light and 

moth trap opening in the morning in different locations across the branch. We will 

post these on our branch page and will also send out an email nearer the time. So 

please keep a look out for those.  

Don’t forget, we always like to hear about your experiences, so if you do get 

involved why not take some photos and write us a paragraph or two for our next 

newsletter? 

You can find out more about National Moth Nights and how to get involved yourself 

at  https://www.mothnight.info/ 

https://www.mothnight.info/
https://www.mothnight.info/
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Myers Allotment Reserve 

The first work party of the season was held on the 7th September 2021 and the 

final one was held on 15th March 2022.  

A total of 19 work parties have been held this season, with an average of 8 volun-

teers attending and over 870 hours worked. The first work party of next season 

will be held on Tuesday, 4th October.  

We are indebted to all our volunteers for turning out every Tuesday, when the 

weather is favourable, to work on the reserve. We carry out controlled scrub man-

agement and this winter have planted 500 cowslip plug plants and 50 dog-violets to 

improve the habitat for our butterflies and moths.  We have also put up a further 12 

bat boxes, bringing the total to 19. 

The weekly monitoring of our 70+ bird nest boxes on the site will resume shortly, 

again by our dedicated volunteers. 

If you would like to find out more about getting involved with what is a very friendly  

group of volunteers, please contact Dave Wrigley reserves@lancashire-

butterflies.org.uk 

Back Row left to Right: Dave Wrigley (Reserve Officer), Dave Foy, John Parker, Chris Winnick, 

Bryan Ingleby;  

Front Row: Jane Jones (Chair), Sue Brindle, Kath Armstrong; Behind the camera: Chris White 

mailto:reserves@lancashire-butterflies.org.uk
mailto:reserves@lancashire-butterflies.org.uk
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Volunteer Group at Myers Allotment Reserve 

Rob Foster 

The Partners in Environment Youth 
Group from Over Wyresdale Parish 
Church had a fab day helping on the 
Myers Allotment Reserve near 
Silverdale.  

Reserve manager Dave Wrigley 
explained how the site is carefully 
managed by Butterfly Conservation, 
principally for the High Brown Fritillary, 
and that it is also home to 25 other 
species of butterfly.   

The group learned how High Brown Fritillary caterpillars feed on violets, which are 
being shaded out by scrub and bracken. The group cleared some patches of 
bramble, blackthorn and bracken to create open areas for the violets to grow. 

After lunch, Dave gave the group a tour of the reserve to see how the management 
is benefitting the butterflies and other wildlife of the area. 

The Partners in Environment Youth Group are always on the look-out for places to 
visit and help out - please contact Rob via email  rjfoster75@gmail.com  if you have 
any ideas for the group or can host a visit. 

 

mailto:rjfoster75@gmail.com
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The Green Recovery of Morecambe Bay Woodlands 

Martin Wain 

In November 2020 Butterfly Conservation was successful in its bid to the Green 

Recovery Challenge Fund in Morecambe Bay. This has enabled us to target 

woodland management to benefit a range of butterfly and moth species.  

Green Recovery was set up to provide funding for environmental charities and their 

partners to start work on projects to protect species, to find nature-based solutions 

to tackle climate change, to connect people with nature and to secure jobs. 

Since our last update our team has changed quite a lot. In October we lost Eve 

Grayson who was our engagement Officer [she left for a full time job with the RSPB 

in Wales]; she was a valued member of our team and has been missed greatly. We 

also lost Megan quite early on but since then Hannah Griffiths has joined our team 

and is doing an amazing job with the project’s online presence with great results. 

We are now getting enquires about new volunteers through our social media 

channels. Martin Wain, Lee Bassett and myself are still working hard on the ground 

delivering the project. 

We have now recruited an external evaluator for the project, Sue Holden. Sue will 

be helping us with the evaluation and will be carrying out a thorough assessment of 

our work. She will be attending some of our sessions, meeting with us as a team 

and individually in order to obtain a good overview of what we have been doing. 

We will connect Sue with the groups we’ve been working with so she can obtain 

feedback from our various audiences.  

We have had our funding extended to the end of June which is great as we have so 

much still to do. 

Site Management Delivery 

So far we have spent £44,000 on woodland 

management at Hutton Roof Common, 

Holme Stinted Pasture, Marble Quarry, 

Burntbarrow, Dalton Crags, Upper Gillberks, 

Challan Hall, Major Woods and Howe 

Riding. 
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Much of the work we are doing gives multiple benefits for the project, for wildlife, 

for community engagement and for the local economy.  

Map 1. The sites we are working on begin to connect nature recovery 
into a landscape scale area, eg project work undertaken on Hutton Roof 
Common, Holme Stinted Pasture and Dalton Crags. We are also linking 
with partnership organisations at Holme Park Fell (National Trust) ,  
Holme Park Quarry (Aggregate Industries Ltd) and Lancelot Clark 
(Cumbria Wildlife Trust).  

Engagement and Events 

We have been really busy holding 85 events since lockdown rules were relaxed in 

March 2021. We have had 804 volunteers/attendees at our events even though we 

were restricted to a maximum of 6 at our first events. Altogether our volunteers 

have racked up 1511 volunteer hours doing practical conservation sessions on sites. 

This is equivalent to 215 volunteer days and that’s a lot of wood shifted!  

Mental Health and Social Groups 

We have been working with lots of different groups including Haverigg Prison in-

mates who have been busy cutting down trees and clearing scrub on Dalton Crags 

and at Whitbarrow. They have also helped with the planting of primroses at 

Whitbarrow.  
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We have been working with 

‘Adullam Ladies’ which is a 

support group from Lancaster. 

They have been out every 

month doing all sorts of things 

including woodland manage-

ment, charcoal art work, 

butterfly walks, Christmas 

wreath making, bonfires and 

eating jacket potatoes 

We have also been working with a mental health group based in Kendal, the 

Lighthouse Community Mental Health Hub, ‘The Well’ [a group helping adults 

suffering from addiction], The Prop-up Project [a youth mental health organisation] 

and Cancer Care.  

Getting The Message Out….  

As a team we attended the Lancaster Mid-winter Market as stall holders, giving 

people the opportunity to learn how to weave their own Christmas wreath from 

hazel and decorate it with festive foliage. All the material used for the wreaths was 

collected from our woodland sites. We also attended the Lancaster health festival in 

summer. It was a great opportunity to meet new supporters, recruit new volunteers 

and spread the word about woodland management for Butterfly Conservation in 

Morecambe Bay.  
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NHS Groups 

In September we ran a successful session for local NHS link-workers in the area to 

demonstrate what we can offer for green prescriptions. We’ve since put together a 

programme of events in our monthly newsletter for green prescription participants 

to attend; this is then sent out to all the local link workers so they know what is 

available. We have had only one individual join us through this route, but we hope 

with improving weather we might be able to encourage more people out.  

Young People Groups 

We’ve been working with young people to help provide training and experience in 

practical conservation. We ran a day on Hutton Roof Common for Lancaster 

University students taking the Practical Conservation Skills course and for boarders 

attending Dallam School at Milnthorpe. We had 39 students attend the day in 

which everyone had a chance to help clear brash to create space for wildflowers to 

grow for moth and butterfly species and groups were taken on a guided walk 

around the site to talk about management and the importance of conservation 

grazing. We provided a jacket potato lunch and are in the process of planning more 

days out as they are keen to come back.  

Summer Events 

Over the summer we ran a whole host of activities for all to enjoy from ‘Moth & 

Mono-Printing’ with local artist, Angie Mitchell to guided walks to demonstrate how 

to use the new and even more nifty ‘iRecord Butterflies’ app. Teaming up with local 

A participant in the pop-up Project 

drawing a moth during a printing 

session 

Lancaster University Students warming 

up around the bonfire 
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moth experts, Justine Patton and Martin 

Tordoff, we were able to begin many events 

with the opening of a trap, giving people the 

opportunity to get up close to just some of 

the stunning moths we have in the More-

cambe Bay area. 

Woodbanks Delivering Community 

Engagement Benefits 

The Woodbanks provide a way for people to 

get out into the woods and meet people in a 

relaxed environment. They provide a way of 

getting local communities engaged with their local landscape either out of a love of 

wildlife or just for the wood fuel or social interaction. The wood produced is taken 

away by the volunteers, in exchange for their hard work, and used to heat their 

homes meaning less coal and gas is used. We now have two woodbanks running: 

one at Dalton Crags Wood and the other at Yewbarrow, Grange-Over-Sands. We 

are hoping to set up another two.  

Hutton Roof 

The volunteers on Hutton Roof have been clearing the areas after contractor work. 

Even though this site is remote they have still been able to make use of the timber 

produced. The group turned hazel rods into bean poles and pea sticks and sold 

these to local residents from the 

village hall in Hutton Roof village. They 

raised £215 from the sale of 43 

bundles of pea sticks and bean poles 

so enabling them to buy next year’s 

public liability insurance for the group. 

This will allow them to continue their 

habitat management work into the 

future and beyond the end of our 

project. The volunteers also spent a 

day lowering wood down a steep slope 

to a neighbouring field. The local land 

A participant’s artwork after 

attending Paper Moths Online 

workshop with local artist Ellie 

Chaney 

Lee teaching volunteers on Hutton Roof 

Common how to install deer fencing 

around newly coppiced area 
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owner allowed us to cut up the logs on their land and brought them across in a 

trailer. This firewood is being distributed to local families and targeted at families in 

fuel poverty.  

Firewood 

Some of the firewood has been given to local people who are struggling to afford to 

heat their home through a food bank in Morecambe. Also, some firewood is given 

to known families who are unable to join us in the woods either due to their 

physical capabilities or work commitments. This work helps to connect people with 

their local environment even though they cannot get their themselves.  

Woodland Crafts and the Rural Economy 

The management of woodlands has long been associated with the practice of 

woodland crafts and the creation of local, handmade products. In times gone by 

woodlands were coppiced and managed to solely provide the raw materials for 

these various heritage woodland crafts, the resulting habitat creation being an 

unintended consequence. Through our project we have been able to reinstate this 

connection, albeit in reverse.  

Training in Woodland Skills 

Green Recovery contractors undertake the 

initial coppicing of trees and scrub to 

creating high quality habitat for wildlife and 

especially priority species. We discuss the 

management with volunteers as part of the 

training and experience of being outside.  

Volunteers and trainees then sort through 

the arisings to provide materials for 

woodland crafts including; hurdle making, 

cleft paling fencing, bean poles, pea sticks, 

rustic furniture and woven garden struc-

tures. Also we teach specific skills such as 

how bundle up products with twine for 

future use and how to erect a deer fence. 

 

Friends of Hutton Roof Common 

volunteers sorting through 

coppiced materials and  

organising them into products.  
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Future Plans 

Moving forward with our project, we hope to set up green woodworking 

sessions for young people interested in woodland crafts, making items like 

green wood benches and chairs. We aim to run multi-day sessions that allow 

attendees to really get to grasp with a number of key skills, and the tools 

associated with these skills, needed to create beautiful hand crafted items.  

Social Media 

At the start of October, we issued the first of our monthly newsletters which 

we send to 129 people; we also have 232 Instagram followers, 53 on Twitter 

and 572 on Facebook. We are now able to advertise regular conservation 

work parties.  

• Instagram page “morecambe_bay_green_recovery” was set up 

along  

• twitter feed “morecambe_bay_green_recovery”.  

We have received a lot of support from the events we have held; The 

Haverigg prison, wood bank fuel poverty and mental wellbeing posts have 

been particularly popular. We try to get posts out every day to keep our page 

current in newsfeeds, event reminders are sent out before every volunteer 

event and summary posts are sent out after all events. 

Editor’s Note:  

Wow….what an amazing project…..congratulations to all involved! 

Haverigg Prison resident and super-

visor, learning how to use a two man 

saw.  

Friends of Hutton Roof Common volun-

teer, Eve, using a shave horse to make 

‘gypsy flowers’ 

https://www.instagram.com/morecambe_bay_green_recovery/
https://twitter.com/BC_MBGR
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Conservation Grazing 

 How livestock help to deliver benefits for wildlife  

Bill Grayson 

Grazing for nature conservation can be a vital but controversial management tool, 

having potential, when it works well, to deliver important benefits for biodiversity 

and habitat quality  but also the capacity to wreak havoc on wildlife species and 

communities if used to excess or at inappropriate times. Your chairman has given 

me this opportunity to describe  the basic principles of conservation grazing, based 

on my experiences here in the Morecambe Bay area. Hopefully this will provide 

some helpful information for local BC members wherever they come across 

livestock grazing on their favourite nature reserves.  

There are a number of key objectives that are used to justify the use of grazing 

livestock to manage nature reserves. Often grazing is used as a generalized form of 

management aiming to conserve open habitats such as grassland or heath, which 

would otherwise disappear under an encroachment of scrub. This is an ongoing 

problem that has steadily increased as traditional farming practices have progres-

sively been abandoned on areas of marginal land since the 1950s. It is one that BC 

volunteers are only too familiar with, taking on the challenge each year as they 

return to sites like BC’s own reserve at Myers Allotment or the Forestry Commission 

land on Whitbarrow in order to cut areas of bramble, blackthorn and hawthorn that 

continually threaten to take over areas of grassland that provide vital habitat for 

some of the region’s important butterfly species. I know this because I have 

frequently encountered them on both these sites whilst tending our cattle who 

provide the grazing that is intended to complement the volunteers’ stalwart efforts.  

In many situations, however, the objectives are more 

specifically targeted, perhaps requiring creation of 

particular structural features within the habitat or 

maybe enhancing the species-composition of the 

sward in order to boost overall biodiversity. Occasion-

ally the grazing may aim for even more targeted 

conservation outcomes, centred on the particular 

habitat requirements of a single species. This is a 

situation that frequently applies to butterflies, where 
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a species often has very precise needs in terms of availability of a specific larval 

food plant or a particular set of microclimatic conditions for one or other of its life 

cycle stages.  

To better appreciate the role of grazing animals in achieving these objectives it is 

helpful to understand a bit more about what it is they do and why. Grazing livestock 

affect the vegetation in four main ways, all of which interact and overlap so that it 

can sometimes be hard to accurately interpret their respective impacts.  

Trampling: The physical impact of the animals’ feet, as they move about the site, is 

most evident wherever they converge and congregate. Where this creates gaps or 

tracks in bracken stands it often provides suitable openings in which dog violet, the 

larval food plant of many of the scarce fritillary butterflies, may establish. The 

surrounding shelter from un-trampled vegetation helps to maintain a favourable 

microclimate for successful hatching of the eggs and survival of the young caterpil-

lars. 

Too much trampling, often described as ‘poaching’, can of course have negative 

consequences for wildlife, breaking up the turf, exposing the soil and causing 

compaction. Usually this only happens on softer ground in periods of prolonged wet 

weather but once it becomes too extensive, it serves as a signal that stock numbers 

need to be reduced or removed altogether 

Dunging: Dung and urine return nutrients removed 

by grazing back to the plants via the soil, an essential 

process for maintaining the health of the whole 

ecosystem. Different species of livestock all produce 

different types of dung and distribute it differently 

across the pasture. This can affect the pattern of the 

vegetation, depending on if and where dung 

accumulates. Dung is an essential food resource for 

many insects – mainly the larvae of flies and beetles. 

These invertebrates also form important prey items for larger animals such as bats 

and birds so it is important to avoid treating conservation livestock with any anti-

parasite medicines that can leave persistent toxic residues in the dung as these can 

be concentrated in the food chain as they move up through the larger animals.  
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Grazing: The main justification for putting cattle, sheep or ponies onto nature 

reserves is for them to eat the vegetation. Grazing itself refers to the ingestion of 

leaves, shoots, flowers and seed-heads growing in the pasture, where, in a semi-

natural ecosystem, many different species will normally be found growing together. 

This provides much more variety and choice than occurs in an ‘improved’ grassland 

more typical of conventional farming, where there may be just one or two highly-

selected cultivars that have been deliberately sown using modern farming methods. 

This means that, unlike their more intensively-farmed counterparts, conservation 

livestock have plenty of choice in what they have to eat and are often very clear 

about what they like and dislike. The detailed changes in the vegetation that occur 

as a result of their expression of these dietary preferences are not always easy to 

predict. This means that the person managing the grazing needs to monitor the 

situation closely in order to intervene if it suddenly looks like they are having an 

adverse impact.    

Browsing: Sheep and cattle will both browse 

leaves and shoots from a range of woody plants: 

trees, shrubs, bramble and heather. This is 

especially important in situations where 

grasslands or heathlands are threatened by 

advancing scrub. Browse is not an ideal food for 

livestock however, as it contains tannins, 

chemicals that inhibit the animal’s digestion, 

which limits the amount an animal can consume 

at any one time. Inexperienced livestock from conventional farms are less keen to 

browse than ones that have grown up in a herd or flock where they are free to 

routinely exploit trees and shrubs in their diet. It is a habit that youngsters learn by 

copying their mothers, a process that starts in the first few weeks of life. This 

ensures the community of microbes living in the calf’s rumen is able to quickly 

adapt to this more specialized type of diet. Observations of browsing behaviour 

show that it is done in quite a strategic manner: an individual suddenly decides to 

move away from where she has been steadily grazing a nice patch of soft green turf 

to walk some distance to the edge of the field where she begins to nibble gingerly 

at the foliage of a blackthorn hedge. This delicate business may be continued for 

several minutes before the cow in question decides enough is enough and returns 

to her previous grazing activities. Blackthorn is well armed with sharp spines that 
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Manchester and Salford – the Cities 

Peter B. Hardy 

In the Spring 2021 newsletter I published some data, mainly collected in 2019, from 

an intensive survey of butterflies able to exist in a 6 x 5 kilometre zone around the 

Manchester/Salford city centre(s) (and also a similar-sized zone around the centre 

of Liverpool). I also mentioned that I felt the cities could do with more recording as 

a whole, not just a central 6 x 5 zone, and included some maps comparing my own 

records with those of other recorders. 

I couldn’t do any more with Liverpool – the “lockdown” saw to that. I have however 

managed to do some more regarding Manchester, especially in 2021 when the re-

strictions eased a little and following vaccination I again felt able to travel around by 

bus and “metro”. 

clearly make it a daunting prospect for cows to eat. The fact that they, nonetheless, 

routinely persist in tackling it indicates that it must play an important role in 

balancing their diet. It is mainly the green leaves that are eaten, although often the 

softer tips of the shoots are also consumed, which removes the terminal buds that 

allow the shrub to achieve further growth. It is this persistent nibbling of the 

terminal buds that provides the means by which livestock can help slow down the 

rate with which scrub advances into grassland. However as soon as the animals are 

removed from the site, new shoots will be able to start putting out fresh growth, 

which, once it has become woody towards the end of the summer is much less 

likely to be eaten once the livestock return. Which is where the teams of scrub-

bashing volunteers come in ……………. 

The animals that are used to graze nature reserves clearly 

have the capacity to affect the habitats in a number of 

different ways. Although much is known about these 

impacts and what motivates the animals to behave in 

these various ways, there is much still to be learned. This is 

a good reason for observing the behaviour of any cattle or 

sheep that have been given the important task of grazing 

those butterfly sites that are so cherished by BC members. 

It could even provide a pleasant diversion from trying to 

identify and count butterflies.   
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Exactly what constitutes “Manchester”? 

The maps in the Spring 2021 newsletter showed the 1974 entity. That entity didn’t 

differ all that much from the time-honoured “Manchester” I had known from my 

childhood, when my history teacher (C.McG. Seton) described it as “five miles wide 

and eleven miles long” (I hope I have remembered that quotation correctly?), and 

which had been operative since 1931, the only major difference in 1974 being the 

addition of Ringway parish as a sort of appendage in the south-west. Administrative 

Manchester approximated to the postal districts which had been numbered 1 to 23, 

long before “post-codes” were invented – except that district 17, half of district 16 

and smaller bits of some other districts fell outside it, and Heaton Park, which fell 

inside it, was not in one of the postal districts. The city of Salford was included in 

that postal numbering – districts 3 (part), 5, 6 and 7. I felt therefore that I ought to 

include Salford: indeed my 6 x 5 zone had covered a substantial part of that city 

(and a little of Old Trafford, at Pomona Docks). The 1974 changes affected Salford 

far more than Manchester, adding to it Eccles, Irlam, Cadishead, Worsley, Swinton 

and associated districts but I just wanted the original city, not all those additions. 

Excluding them, however, logically implied that I should also exclude Ringway – but 

I had done quite a bit of recording there and had come to accept it as being 

“Manchester”. In the end I included it, but as an appendage with a dotted line for 

the boundary. 

So: what is within the cities in the way of butterfly habitats? They encompass sig-

nificant proportions of river valleys: the Mersey, the Irwell and the latter’s tributar-

ies the Irk and the Medlock. Among well-known wildlife sites along these valleys are 

the following, all 10 hectares or more in area: (Mersey): Kenworthy Wood (35 ha, 

15 butterfly species recorded during the last 5 years), Chorlton Ees (28 ha, 17 spe-

cies), Ivy Green (27 ha, 18 species), Stenner Woods & Millgate Fields (26 ha, 16 spe-

cies), Hardy Farm (17 ha, 16 species), Chorlton Water-park (14 ha, 13 species); Ir-

well: Kersal Dale (33 ha, 10 species); Irk: Blackley Forest (17 ha, 6 species); 

(Medlock): Clayton Vale (52 ha, 14 species); even a site in the Bollin Valley, Sunbank 

Wood (13 ha, 8 species) comes under Manchester if we include the 1974 append-

age.  

 These river-valley sites are unlikely to be built over, but there have been other 

changes – far more than we might at first think, gradual, slow but steady. Compare 

these two photographs of a reclaimed tip in the Mersey Valley: the first was taken in 
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1987 and the second in 2021, from exactly the same position. This sort of change has 

happened all around the city, and not just in the river valleys: those wonderful early-

successional species-rich grassland sites of the 1980s and 1990s – there were lots of 

them, some quite close to the city centre – have slowly but surely regenerated 

through scrub towards climax woodland – that is, if they have not been destroyed, 

built over or turned into mown grass. Butterflies of rough grassland are obviously af-

fected: what wonder is it that the Wall, which in the 1990s was distributed throughout 

the city, is now extinct, the Small Copper has become a rarity and the Common Blue 

is possibly heading the same way? 

 Maps showing the distribution of the Wall in the 1990s (left; the species is now ex-

tinct in the city, the last records being in 1997), and the Small Copper: in the 1990s 

(centre) and in the last five years (right). 
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Regarding the Common Blue: its favoured habitats are those with a limestone ele-

ment: formerly it was abundant along disused railway lines where limestone had been 

used as ballast, then on former tips and demolition sites, which also contained a lime-

stone content from broken hard-standing or roadstone. In the first few years of regen-

erating, such sites have low fertility and an abundance of flowering plants including 

Bird’s-foot Trefoil or Lesser Trefoil, but very many locations that used to support good 

populations of this butterfly have either been built over or have turned into scrub. A 

few remain; in 2021 it was still present at some sites around Ardwick and Cheetwood, 

and I found a few strays elsewhere. A once very spectacular flowery meadow by 

Hampson Street/Middlewood Street in Salford, which had developed naturally follow-

ing demolition, has now been completely built over, but currently a huge spoil heap, 

just across the road (East Ordsall Lane) from it is covered with pioneering vegetation 

including the appropriate legumes – and after a bit of searching on the 14th of August 

I found a moderate-sized colony of icarus including this beautiful blue female (see 

photographs of butterfly and habitat). 

While on the subject of the Blues, at a “zoom” meeting of butterfly recorders on the 9th 

of December 2021, mention was made as to how beginners, especially those contrib-

uting to the “big butterfly count” and the “garden butterfly survey”, often seem to rec-

ord anything blue in their garden as a “Common Blue”, presumably thinking that to be 

in the garden it must be “common”, whereas to a more experienced recorder it would 

be obvious from the habitat and the date that it was a Holly Blue. 
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Here, however, are two photographs taken within minutes of 

each other on the 3rd of August 2021, at Nutsford Vale, Le-

venshulme, a country-park developed from a former brick-

works, which still contains some grassland but is tending 

more to scrub and woodland. One does need to look closely 

and not assume the rules about habitat and date are always 

true! Also at Nutsford Vale that same day I saw, but did not 

manage to photograph, one of the only TWO Small Coppers 

I recorded anywhere in Manchester during the year. 

The other Small Copper was in Heaton Park. That brings me 

on to another theme: in my attempt to do justice in my recording to the potential of 

Manchester and Salford for butterflies I found that I had reason to be grateful for the 

municipal parks. They fall short of being really wild places where one can truly “go 

back to nature” and wander for hours without encountering another human being, but 

many of them include some semi-wild areas of woodland as well as grassland which 

some butterflies can exploit, and in recent years the tendency has been for the park 

authorities to become more aware of the wildlife potential and to help in creating more 

such biotopes, so that the parks have become quite valuable refuges. 

Left: Heaton Park. Right: two views of a Small Skipper in Boggart Hole Clough 

23.7.2021. 

Heaton Park, at 287 hectares, is by far the largest; although largely formal and/or 

mown grassland and some planted woodland it contains patches of quite promising 
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butterfly habitat. Its total of 10 species recorded during the last five years is rather 

lower than one might have expected and falls short of the 15 in the next-largest, Wy-

thenshawe Park (110 ha), but I didn’t visit it all that many times and it is almost certain 

that with more visits it could yield several more species. The others of 15 or more 

hectares in size are Boggart Hole Clough (75 ha, 12 species), Platt Fields Park (35 

ha, 11 species), Buile Hill Park (Salford, 29 ha, 12 species), Alexandra Park (24 ha, 

12 species), Fog Lane Park (19 ha, 12 species), Debdale Park (17 ha, 3 species), 

Brookdale Park (16 ha, 3 species), Philips Park (16 ha, 9 species), Queen’s Park (16 

ha, 12 species), Birchfields Park (15 ha, 14 species) and Painswick Park (15 ha, 10 

species).  

As well as the river valleys and parks, some other significant sites within the cities of 

Manchester and Salford include Houghend (43 ha, 14 species), Littleton Road playing 

fields (32 ha, 9 species) (with these two, the areas quoted include the playing fields 

as well as the biotopes suitable for wildlife), Highfield Country Park (a former clay pit, 

brick works, tip and tripe factory, 32 ha, 14 species) and the aforementioned Nutsford 

Vale (17 ha, 13 species). 

I have mentioned some butterfly species which have become extinct or scarce be-

cause of loss of or changes to habitat. Now let’s look at some that are faring better: 

species of a different type of grassland with longer grass, more fertile and less spe-

cies-rich, grassland mixed with woodland – and the species which is surely the most 

adaptable of them all. 
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Maps (page 27 overleaf) showing success stories: the spread of the Speckled Wood 

from (left) the 1990s, when it was just starting to colonise, to (centre) the last five 

years, 2017 to 2021; and the Ringlet (right) in 2017 to 2021; there were no records at 

all of this species within the cities prior to 2013.  

Maps (above) showing the spread of the Gatekeeper from (left) the 1990s, when it 

was just starting to colonise, to (centre) the last five years, 2017 to 2021. It is notable 

how the Speckled Wood and Gatekeeper colonised from the south-west and the 

Ringlet from the north-east. (Right) the Small White; it is likely that most if not all the 

blank squares could be filled by more intensive recording (though the Speckled Wood 

is not all that far behind). 

Left: a Ringlet, Highfield Country Park 11.7.2021 – this is one species that is currently faring 

amazingly well and spreading through the cities. Right: a Speckled Wood in a woodland re-

generated from a disused school site in Rusholme, 19.6.2021 
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Having given the 6 x 5 km central zone a very thorough going-over in 2019, and hav-

ing been recording in the Mersey valley for years and years, and having done quite a 

bit in south Manchester in 2020, I wanted in 2021 to give a bit more attention to the 

other parts of the cities – away from those zones, mainly in the north and east. Some-

how however there didn’t seem to be quite as much scope as I had anticipated in 

those regions, not enough sites to occupy me fully for a whole season’s recording, so 

I found myself re-visiting some of the 6 x 5 and Mersey sites – or was it perhaps that 

there were so fewer butterflies anywhere in 2021 than 2019 – no Painted Lady inva-

sion – that there wasn’t the impetus to search the suburban and urban parts so  

Left: a Gatekeeper in Wythenshawe Park, 20.7.2018. Right: the amazing species that can 

almost always be relied on to appear where all others fail, in Painswick Park, 13.7.2021. 

much? Most of the good bits of the Irwell, Irk and Medlock valleys are actually with-

in the 6 x 5 zone – and some of those outside, such as Clayton Vale, I found were a 

trifle disappointing, having come to be, perhaps “managed” more for human 

“recreation” than for wildlife? 

Here is the result: maps (p29) showing (left) the urban cover of the cities of Man-

chester and Salford, ranging from deep green (no urban cover) to deep red (100% 

urban cover); (centre) my own records of all butterfly species, 2017 to 2021; (right) 

records by other recorders during the same period. The concentration of records 

towards the centre of the conurbation on the third map (including, I see, my blank 

squares 8491 and 8492) is largely due to the efforts of recorders (M.J.C. Smith and 

D.E. Coupe) resident in Whalley Range and Didsbury, and the other mapped records 

are I believe all from reliable recorders. I mentioned earlier the on-line recorders’ 

meeting of 9th December when the subject of misidentified Blues was raised; that 

meeting went on to discuss difficulties beginners have with other species, such as 

the Meadow Brown versus the Gatekeeper, and of course the Whites, and then a 
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participant remarked on someone he had come across who couldn’t tell a Red Ad-

miral from a Peacock. For the “other recorders” map I have omitted everything 

from the “big butterfly count” and the “garden butterfly survey”; I am sure the con-

tributors mean well, but they are mainly newcomers and they just aren’t reliable 

enough. 

I trust that this article has made it clear that the cities of Manchester and Salford do 

support some butterflies, and the effort to record them is worthwhile. There are a 

few parts that could do with a bit more recording. 
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9 - 18 (29)

8 (7)

7 (9)

6 (12)

5 (10)

4 (15)

3 (18)

2 (30)

1 (72)

Species in square

Lancashire Branch YouTube Channel 

https://bit.ly/3mMMnEf 

Have you taken a look at our collection of videos and presentations yet? We now 

have 16 for you to watch and enjoy, including Trevor Davenport’s “Photographing 

Butterflies & Moths”, a walk through of the branch sightings pages by Mark 

Eastlick, and an update on the Green Recovery of Morecambe Bay Woodlands by 

Martin Wain. 

Why not subscribe to the channel and be notified as soon as we upload anything 

new. 

https://bit.ly/3mMMnEf
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Wider Countryside Butterfly Survey 

The WCBS is a national survey aimed at gathering long term data to monitor the 

populations of butterflies across our landscapes. It is run by Megan Lowe at BC and 

provides data hugely important to understanding how our butterflies are faring in 

response to changing habitats and climate. 

We need new volunteer surveyors to make sure enough data from our part of the 

country is being included in the scheme. Surveys simply involve walking each sum-

mer a set transect route across a 1km grid square and counting all butterflies seen 

during the walk. Each survey normally lasts 1- 2 hours, with a minimum of one visit 

in July and one visit in August needed (extra visits are optional). Full instructions on 

how to carry out the survey, including all maps and data sheets etc would be pro-

vided. 

BC select squares for the scheme, and we currently have 8 still needing a surveyor 

in our region (listed below), plus we can add more if we have sufficient interest. 

Please get in touch if you think you’d be able to take one on. 

More information about the scheme can be found here:                                     

https://www.ukbms.org/wcbs 

Thanks very much. 

Steve Ryder,  Volunteer WCBS Champion  stephenryder@hotmail.com 

OS grid square  Location 
SJ4092   Liverpool 
SD4824  Walmer Bridge 
SD3917  near Southport 
SD4441  St. Michael's on Wyre 
SD7224  near Blackburn 
SD3511  Halsall, nr Southport 
SD4518  Tarleton, east of Southport 
SD7441  Clitheroe 

https://www.ukbms.org/wcbs
mailto:stephenryder@hotmail.com
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Purple Hairstreak Surveying 

Sue Brindle 

In 2021, Butterfly Conservation asked for 

Purple Hairstreak (PH) transects to be 

established on a trial basis across the land. 

Dave Wrigley, reserve manager, and Sue 

Brindle, a volunteer, devised a transect for 

Myers Allotment Reserve. Sue carried out 

the first transect on 13 July and had the 

lovely surprise of seeing Purple Hairstreaks 

at several trees on the site. Hitherto Myers 

has been noted mainly for a single tree 

hosting these beautiful butterflies. Sue 

thought that it would be an improved 

study if she had some help walking the site so a few other volunteers came along to 

help. The ‘A’ team soon morphed into Sue, Kath Armstrong and Bryan Ingleby who 

for the next 8 weeks on summer evenings strolled around Myers ‘wowing’ at the 

butterfly display. The peak evening was when we counted 63 PHs across the whole 

site. We even christened various spots such as “disco corner” where we saw 11 

dancing, looking indeed (as the field guides say )like silver dollars shining in the sky. 

At the end of the survey period comments were forwarded to Butterfly Conserva-

tion. 

Totals seen: 

Wk1 14; Wk2 36; Wk3 63; Wk 4 39; Wk5 50 Wk6 32; Wk7 34; Wk8 38; Wk9 2 

What this transect has shown is that it is well worth looking at any oak trees in the 

early evening July through August, and not just where these butterflies have been 

seen before. This transect showed that 

purple Hairstreaks cover the whole of Myers 

Allotment not just the famed tree. 

Purple Hairstreak spotters beware though, 

there is a downside to this activity: 

A crick in the neck! 
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Editor’s note re Purple Hairstreak Monitoring: 

If you would like to get involved with monitoring this beautiful but secretive, 

canopy-top butterfly, please email Ian Middlebrook, UKBMS Programme Lead at 

Butterfly Conservation ( imiddlebrook@butterfly-conservation.org ) and he will 

email the details out to you before the start of this year’s monitoring season.  

Following feedback from trial volunteers the methodology from last year is being 

updated in readiness for this year. 

Brown Hairstreak update from searches at Coldwell Parrock  

Landscape Trust reserve and Gait Barrows NNR 

Lynne Farrell  (lynneonmull@btinternet.com) 

Searches and success rate 

Sue and Paul Brindle and myself, continued our search for Brown Hairstreak eggs at 

these two local reserves between 27 December 2021 and 4 

February 2022, with greater success than previously (see 

Butterfly Conservation Cumbria Branch Newsletter 43, 

autumn 2021). 

At the Landscape Trust reserve at Coldwell we concentrated 

on the main Coldwell Parrock area, but also extended our 

search to Fore Bank, with just 7 eggs being found at the latter 

place. In the main area a total of 154 eggs were found in 34.5 hours of looking, 

which gives a success rate of almost five per hour.  

Habitat 

The majority of these were on low Blackthorn bushes 

suckering out from the older bushes in the hedgerows 

and at a height of about two feet, although some were 

located between five and six feet in the hedgerows. It was 

noticeable that many of these smaller bushes were 

protected from grazing by Bramble thickets. 

Jeremy Thomas described in his PhD published in 1975 

that the majority of eggs were laid on younger growth on 

mailto:imiddlebrook@butterfly-conservation.org
mailto:lynneonmull@btinternet.com
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south and south-east facing young Blackthorn growth (cited in Eales, P. 2019, Life 

Cycles of British and Irish Butterflies). We have found them on these aspects and 

also on north-east and south-west facing aspects. 

Management 

Thomas estimated that 50 to 100% of the eggs were lost following a severe trim of 

Blackthorn bushes in hedgerows. Beneficial management involves a rotational 

cycle, where a third of the available Blackthorn is cut back each year.  

Further observations made by Thomas Merckx and Koen Berwaerts (2010), found 

that hedgerows and woodland with scalloped edges contained significantly more 

eggs than those with straight edges, which equates to our findings at Coldwell 

Parrock. 

At Gait Barrows NNR Sue and Paul with help from Dave Foy, searched some of the 

areas mainly along the tracks and paths which we looked at in 2021. Here they 

found a total of 124 eggs over 13.5 hours, with a success rate of approximately nine 

per hour, even better than at Coldwell Parrock. Most of these were on south-facing 

aspects.  

Sightings of adults 

I have not been fortunate enough to see Brown Hairstreaks 

flying yet at Coldwell Parrock, but Sue and Paul saw six on 20 

August 2021. Some of these were seen egg-laying on the low 

Blackthorn bushes. 

Future considerations 

This limited study has shown that it is relatively easy to locate 

Brown Hairstreak eggs once you know what you are looking for, so help would be 

appreciated in searching other local areas where Blackthorn occurs, both during the 

winter period and during the adult flight period between mid-July and early 

September, with the peak occurring at the end of August and early September. 

Please get in touch with me of you would like to help. 

 

Brown Hairstreak 

Bob Eade 
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Hairstreak Butterfly Egg Searching at Gait Barrows – a new  

challenge? 

Tom Dunbar 

The Blackthorn bushes and Oak and Elm trees at Gait Barrows are home to the 

eggs, larvae and adults of three Hairstreak butterfly species, namely Brown 

Hairstreak, Purple Hairstreak and White letter Hairstreak. Late autumn after leaf-fall 

and throughout the winter months is prime time to seek out the early stages (eggs, 

larvae) of these butterfly jewels. Does that seem a daunting task? Beware – once 

you acquire the basic skill involved in locating these life-stages and then ‘get your 

eye in’ you will be hooked for evermore! 

The data tables are extracts from recent years’ records. 

Species 
& stage Quantity Date 

  Species 
& stage Quantity Date 

BH eggs 9 23-Oct-16   BH larva 4 10/06/2017 

BH eggs 16 28-Oct-16   BH larva 6 06/05/2017 

BH eggs 7 20-Nov-16   BH larva 2 15/05/2017 

BH eggs 7 31-Oct-17   BH adult 1 23/08/2016 

BH eggs 14 01-Sep-17   BH adult 1 01/08/2015 

BH eggs 9 02-Jan-17   BH adult 1 10/08/2017 

BH eggs 25 08-Mar-20   BH adult 1 15/08/2017 

BH eggs 6 19-Jan-16   BH adult 1 02/09/2017 

BH eggs 25 08-Mar-20   BH adult 1 12/08/2017 

BH eggs 37 13-Nov-17   BH adult 2 26/08/2017 

BH eggs 14 10-Nov-17   BH adult 1 07/08/2017 

BH eggs 23 08-Mar-20   BH adult 1 09/08/2017 



36 

Of the three species the Brown Hairstreak white eggs are easiest to locate. They are 

laid low on the blackthorn and stand out on the dark twigs They hibernate at the 

egg stage hatching the following May. Tip: marking egg locations with short pieces 

of bio-degradable string makes it easier to re-locate hatched larvae the following 

spring. 

Butterfly videos you might find interesting: 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=gocrZHPqYuQ (excellent footage from our own 

Chris  Atherton & Gemma McMullan’s Hyndburn Project in Accrington including 

Purple Hairstreak short clip) 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=0WaVzHLn_QA  (Brown Hairstreak life cycle 

filmed in France-emergence times and larval foodplants slightly different to UK) 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=xLq-kJxjjvU (wonderful video footage of White

-letter Hairstreak at Ainsdale Sand Dunes National Nature Reserve, Southport, 

Lancashire, July 18th. 2017. Filmed by Lancashire’s own Ron Jackson. 

Purple Hairstreaks at Gait Barrows: 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Species Stage Quantity Date 

PH Adult 2 17-Aug-16 

PH Adult 4 28-Jul-17 

PH Adult 2 02-Sep-17 

PH Adult 2 02-Sep-17 

PH Adult 2 05-Sep-17 

PH Adult 3 31-Jul-17 

PH Adult 1 31-Aug-17 

PH Adult 10 09-Aug-17 

PH Adult 8 10-Aug-17 

PH Adult 2 15-Aug-17 

PH Adult 2 26-Aug-17 

PH Eggs 4 22-Jan-18 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=gocrZHPqYuQ
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=0WaVzHLn_QA
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=xLq-kJxjjvU
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Gait Barrows has several good spots for Purple and 

White-letter Hairstreak adult and egg searching. Most 

adult behaviour including egg laying occurs high on the 

Oak and Elm tree canopies. But females will egg-lay on 

suitable lower branches to avoid competition at the 

higher levels. Binoculars and a small hand lens will 

prove very useful for identification. 

 

White Letter Hairstreaks at Gait Barrows and elsewhere: 

 

Species Stage Quantity Date Site 

WLH Adult 1 24-Jul-19 Gait Barrows 

WLH Adult 5 18-Jul-19 Gait Barrows 

WLH Adult 6 07-Jul-19 Rossendale 

WLH Adult 4 07-Jul-19 Rossendale 

WLH Adult 4 07-Jul-19 Rossendale 

WLH Adult 4 07-Jul-19 Rossendale 

WLH Adult 1 07-Jul-19 Rossendale 

WLH Adult 2 07-Jul-19 Rossendale 

WLH Adult 1 07-Jul-19 Rossendale 

WLH Adult 1 23-Jul-19 Rossendale 

WLH Egg 1 21-Dec-16 Rossendale 
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The White-letter Hairstreak has a wide distribution in Lancashire including urban 

areas. Gemma and Chris above are highly active in Accrington. Check out the 

sighting page on the branch website for records from areas including Haslington, 

Rawtenstall and the Rochdale. This species is very much under-recorded across the 

county. Are you interested in taking up the challenge in your area? Hibernating 

White-letter Hairstreak eggs are on the elms from August right through to hatching 

in early February. Tip: build a picture of elm locations in your area; check them for 

adults July/August; check the ‘active’ elms over the ensuing months for eggs and 

larvae. For further details on Gait Barrows and some other area ‘hotspots’ contact 

Tom Dunbar by email at tomdunbar@sky.com 

When Thinking of Butterflies… 

Dr John Bostock 

After 34 years of teaching in academia, I finally retired in January 2022 to pursue 

other interests including, of course, my fascination with butterflies. Between 1987 

and 2007 I taught French, German, Spanish, Portuguese and Russian and at every 

opportunity when I would introduce the word for butterfly in each language, I 

managed not only to relate how each language had its own distinct word for 

butterfly but also that each is generally unrelated etymologically- a posh word for 

where words come from- to the words in their European counterparts. For 

example, the French word papillon has nothing to do with the Spanish word 

mariposa or the Portuguese word borboleta. Yet each has interesting ‘etymologies 

‘and are describing the same insect. 

During a recent BC Lancashire Branch committee meeting I was told of a book 

entitled Emperors, Admirals and Chimney Sweepers by Peter Marren (2019) and I 

was pleased that in one section (ibid pp18-21), it contained some references to the 

mailto:tomdunbar@sky.com
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etymologies of butterfly and associated lore particularly 

in German. This confirms that my stories are indeed 

based on a general acceptance that the words for this 

marvelous insect have a very fascinating and diverse 

history. 

So, when thinking of butterflies, it is not unusual to 

conjure up images of fluttering or of pretty flying insects 

bobbing gracefully amongst the myriad of different 

flowers they tend to frequent. Indeed, these are what 

some languages base the word for butterfly on; for 

example, the Greek word πεταλούδα (petaloúda) means flying flower, the 

Romanian word fluture just means flutterer and the Portuguese word borboleta 

means pretty little thing. Yet it is less likely that anyone would be thinking of 

thieves, witches, souls, saints, or dead people. However, careful examination of the 

word butterfly in most European languages belies curious and sometimes eerie 

beliefs based on these very things. 

If we take the Russian word for butterfly Бабочка (babochka) it is derived from 

бабка meaning old woman which is innocent enough until you delve further and 

find that in former times it was believed that butterflies were the souls of dead 

women. 

Even stranger was the belief that butterflies were in fact witches who turned 

themselves into butter-, milk-, whey-, or cream-thieves hence our word butterfly 

and the German word Schmetterling derived from an Austrian dialect word 

Schmetter originally from Czech meaning cream. Other words in German were 

Milch/Molkendiebe (Milk/Whey thieves)! 

At the other extreme, the Spanish word mariposa has its roots in a rhyme with 

religious overtones sung by children including verses such as "María pósate, 

descansa en el suelo," which means "Mary, alight, rest on the ground." From María 

pósate came the Spanish word mariposa derived from María Mary (the Virgin Mary) 

+ Spanish posar to alight. By the way, mariposa is actually the Portuguese word for 

moth! 

In French the word for butterfly is papillon and in Italian it is farfalla but are these 

words actually connected on some level other than meaning? The answer lies with 
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Lancashire Branch Bookshop 

We still have 2 books for sale through the branch, both of which 

have proved very useful and popular.  Now is the time to get these 

books ready for the start of the butterfly and moth season! Brian 

Hancock’s Pug Moths of North-west Lancashire is now available 

for £10 (+£1.65 P&P) and Butterflies & Day-flying Moths of Lanca-

shire is available for £12 (+£1.65P&P). Please contact Jane Jones at 

jcjmail@aol.com (with Butterfly book  in the subject title)  or by 

phoning 01254-248832. 

a particular linguistic phenomenon and some German brothers! Yes, the Brothers 

Grimm of Hansel and Gretel fame didn’t just write fairy tales but were expert 

linguists who observed and analysed consonantal shift, a feature of language 

evolution in which hard sounds change to soft sounds over time such a b’s to v’s 

and p’s to f’s. Consequently, there is a distant, linguistic relationship between the 

word papilio (flapping) in latin, flattern (to flutter) and 

Tagfalter (Butterfly or Day flutterer) in German, fluture in 

Romanian and farfalla in Italian. The ‘p’ sound in the 

original Latin has become ‘f’ in most of the languages with 

the exception of French. Papillon (butterfly in French) is 

directly from the latin papilion-, papilio, papilionidae 

which describes the true butterflies like swallowtails. 

Finally, and on a brighter note, you may never have 

thought about bowties or pasta either! Butterfly in 

Russian, Portuguese and Italian is the word for bowtie and in the latter for a 

specially shaped pasta too! The word is also used in the compound noun for bowtie 

in French nœud papillon. Who would have thought that our favourite insect could 

be responsible for such a variety of unrelated names each inspired by specific 

cultural beliefs? 

Dr John Bostock 
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Photo: Steve Doyle 

Book Review -Much Ado about Mothing 

A year intoxicated by rare and remarkable moths  

by James Lowen 

 

If you are a moth enthusiast you will really love this book 

by James, an award winning photographer and author of 

many wildlife books, and if you are a novice you will also 

find it an illuminating introduction. If you, like me, dream 

of our rare and beautiful species and wonder if you could 

ever get to see them, then read his account. He set himself 

the task of finding 120 of our rarest and iconic moths in 

one year and weaves a captivating account of his adven-

tures, peppered with accounts of many personalities in the 

moth world.  From his home in Norfolk, he travelled the 

length and breadth of the country leaning heavily on local 

experts to help in his quest. Nearly 250 individuals or organisations are mentioned 

in the acknowledgements. In Lancashire he joined Steve Palmer’s annual Belted 

Beauty count and had a trip planned to see the Netted Carpet but was thwarted by 

incessant rain. Many of the species he describes will be unfamiliar to us, so it’s help-

ful to have your copy of Waring by your side. There are photographs of people, 

places and a few species, but it would be really helpful to have had a photo of each 

species with the text. James has a vast lexicon of adjectives to describe his moths, 

which can seem almost too effusive, but for me they have really encouraged me to 

look much more closely at our everyday moths to appreciate their full beauty.  

You don’t have the read it through in one go. As the species are indexed, you can 

dip in and out at will. However you read it, you will appreciate the effort that went 

into achieving his goals, not just the mileage covered but the sheer hard work of 

setting up all the traps and the lack of sleep. It was a monumental effort. He has a 

real gift for sharing his enthusiasm. It is infectious and we should be grateful for his 

skill in sharing it all with us. 

Brian Hancock 



42 

Book Review - Micro-moth Field Tips 
A guide to finding the early stages in Lancashire and Cheshire 

Volume 2 by Ben Smart 
 

Steve Palmer 
 
During 2017, a natural history book with a unique style and content arrived on the 

bookshelves. It was entitled, Micro-moth Field Tips and it immediately took the 

moth world (in N W England initially) by storm. Within eight months, and with the 

book being snapped by moth enthusiasts from southern England to Scotland, a 

second edition was produced to meet the demand for this informative and 

interesting book. 

Ben Smart, the author, had for many years been interested in rearing and photo-

graphing moths and their larvae and had a particular interest in the smaller species, 

the so-called Micro-moths. Since 2012, when Sterling, Parsons and Lewington 

published their own ground-breaking Field Guide to the Micro-moths covering a 

significant number of adult British moths, the interest in Britain’s smaller species 

had been building rapidly. And so, combining Ben’s interest in the larvae with his 

ability to take a cracking photograph, it was a natural step to put together his first 

volume covering the feeding signs and larvae of a large number of the micro-moths 

found in Cheshire and Lancashire. I’m sure many of you will already have a copy. 

Fast-forward to 2021 and the continuing 

demand and enthusiasm for the first volume led 

to Ben deciding to produce a follow-up book. 

The 2017 publication comprised 220 pages, 

while the 2nd volume has 238, however the style 

and design are the same. What has changed is 

the increase in the number of species included, 

all being different from those in Vol. 1. It also 

has an eleven-page Introduction to the Larvae of 

each micro-moth family found in the British 

Isles. As before, the species covered are lavishly 

and superbly illustrated with (mainly) Ben’s 

photos. The layout follows the tried and tested 

chronological monthly order successfully 
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employed in volume one. Each of the species receive full page coverage, with a 

range of useful information on the species distribution, its foodplants and identifi-

cation amongst other things. The photos include larval feeding signs, the larvae and 

the bred adults. Preceding each colour-coded, month by month, species selection, 

there is a single page of various additional (bonus!) larvae or their feeding signs, 

each based on a visit (at the same time of year as the following chapter) from a 

particular habitat type in N W England. It is an excellent way to introduce everyone, 

from beginner, to experienced lepidopterist, the sort of things that can be looked 

for, and hopefully found, in such areas. And of course, while you are searching for 

these you are bound to find other species as well. 

This volume is published, as before, by the Lancashire and Cheshire Fauna Society 

(L&CFS), who must be extremely proud, and rightly so, of their work in promoting 

recording of these insects and several other Orders that its range of books cover. 

If you have not seen either volume before then I would fully recommend you get 

both ready for this coming season. If you do have Volume one you won’t need me 

to tell you how good the books are. It fits nicely into a coat pocket and is a great 

way to spend a day visiting sites you thought you knew well or new sites you’d love 

to know more about. These books open up a whole new range of recording and 

photographic possibilities. 

Maybe you could even use the books to contribute to Ben’s next major project, a 

joint venture with Stephen Palmer covering the Moths of Lancashire. Work on this 

started in April 2021 and will cover all of Lancashire’s moths in greater detail and 

depth than ever before. You will have to wait a little longer for this to hit the shops 

but, if all goes to plan, you should hear more about a pre-publication offer in early 

2024. 

Ed note: Profits from the sale of the book are shared equally between L&CFS and 

Lancashire branch of Butterfly Conservation. 

If you would like to purchase a copy, both volumes are available from NHBS 

https://www.nhbs.com/2/series/micro-moth-field-tips
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