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WHAT an extraordinary 
summer! 400C heatwaves, 
drought, war in Ukraine, cost 
of living crisis, a change of 
Prime Minister, and the death 
of Queen Elizabeth II. 

I am old enough to remember 
the drought of 1976, and the 
crash in butterfly numbers that 
followed in 1977. Some 
widespread species bounced 
back quickly, but many habitat 
specialists never recovered. 

I fear it will be worse this time: even the 
blackberry bushes turned brown and died 
here in London’s parks. Worse still, these 
weather events are set to become more 
frequent – and more extreme – as climate 
change accelerates. 

Meanwhile, the cost of living crisis means 
that the environment is slipping down the 
Government’s priority list. 

Cheer yourself up with our Members’ 
Afternoon on Saturday 29 October in East 
Horsley Village Hall. With Martin Warren, 
previous CEO of Butterfly Conservation, as 
our keynote speaker it promises to be a 
great event. Everyone is welcome. 

I am delighted to announce that 
Ken Willmott, who is stepping down 
from the Committee after 28 years’ 
service, has accepted our offer to be 

Branch Honorary President. 
Ken was a founder member 

of the British Butterfly 
Conservation Society in 1968 
and has been an influential 
conservationist ever since. 
He was a member of Surrey’s 
launch committee in 1995, 
winner of the Marsh 
Lepidoptera award in 2008, 
and lead author of 2013’s 
Butterflies of Surrey Revisited. 
His 1991 booklet, 

The Purple Emperor Butterfly, summarised 
his seminal work on that species. 

Fellow expert Matthew Oates recalls that 
many of his best butterflying days were with 
Ken, including watching a Clouded Yellow 
invasion come in off the sea on the Isle of 
Wight in 1983. 

He said: “No-one can anticipate butterfly 
activity better, or watch and wait with such 
patience. At times, it seems the butterflies 
are speaking through him.” 

Few people have been active for 
butterflies over such a long period, and we 
are proud to make Ken our first President. 

We are planning a 3rd winter season of 
our popular Zoom talks, see page 13. 
These will usually be on the second Tuesday 
of each month, November to March.
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n CHAIR 
from previous page 

Paul Tinsley-Marshall, 
previously with Kent Wildlife 
Trust, succeeded Steve 
Wheatley in May as BC’s new SE 
Regional Conservation 
Manager. Read his first article 
on page 11. 

Saving the Wood White 
project, based in Chiddingfold, 
is coming to an end. See Paul 
Cawsey’s update on page 17. 

Our five-year licence from 
Forestry England to manage 
Oaken Wood as a Butterfly Reserve expires 
in January. We have applied for a renewal. 

BC’s Strategy 2021-26 to save butterflies 
and moths was launched a year ago. 
Three Goals 
1 Halve the number of the UK’s threatened 
species (71) of butterflies and moths 
2 Improve the condition of 100 of the most 
important landscapes for butterflies & moths 

3 Transform 100,000 wild 
spaces in the UK for people, 
butterflies & moths 
Five Initiatives 
1 Recover butterflies & moths 
2 Connect people to nature 
3 Unite for wildlife 
4 Tackle threats to species 
5 Manage land sustainably 

A lot has been happening at 
Head Office: recruiting new 
staff; aligning the organisation 
to new goals; defining the 
details of species and 
landscapes; and drawing up 

action plans. Branches are participating in 
sessions to take this forward, initially for 
wild spaces. More to follow later. 

Finally, I thank all our volunteers, too 
numerous to mention, who do so much for 
butterflies and moths in our area, in so 
many ways. It has been estimated that, 
nationally, BC volunteer effort is equivalent 
to 90+ full-time employees.
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In Out
Opening balance £7,512
Membership subs
1,412 x £6 £8,472

Postage £212
Other expenses £40
Totals £15,984 £252
Balance July 31 £15,732

A formal AGM is no longer necessary. Head Office provides treasury services and 
all Branch information, including the Chair’s report, is in the Surrey Skipper. 
Committee elections will precede Members’ Afternoon. 
g Minutes of the 27th (final) AGM, Oct 27, 2021 on Zoom, are on: 
https://butterfly-conservation.org/in-your-area/surrey-and-sw-london-branch/members-days 

Ken Willmott, our new 
Honorary President

HEAD OFFICE now help manage our 
finances, with me as Branch focal point. 
We do not have a dedicated bank account 
and no longer need a treasurer. 

Planned expenditure in the next few 
months includes: £2,000 to HO for Big City 
Butterflies project (previously agreed), 
Members’ Afternoon and conservation 
equipment. Significant expenditures need to 
be approved by HO of course. 

Even so, we are likely to show a positive 
balance of over £10,000 as we approach the 
next financial year in April. Assuming there 

Branch finances Simon Saville

are no local projects to support, the 
Committee intends to remit most of this 
to HO in the new year. 

https://butterfly-conservation.org/in-your-area/surrey-and-sw-london-branch/members-days
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13.00 Doors open, 13.30 Chair’s welcome 
13.35  Committee Elections 
             New: Simon Riley 
             Re-election: Simon Saville, Mike Weller 
             Honorary President: Ken Willmott 

13.45 Love, life and death in the world of butterflies 
                                                                      Martin Warren (above) BC’s CEO 2003-14 

14.45 Photo Show ....................................................................................Francis Kelly 
14.55 My Butterfly Year ..........................................................................Francis Kelly 

15.15 Light refreshments 

16.15 Photo Show result, Quiz results 
16.30 Q&A, 17.00 Doors Close 

Please submit up to THREE photos for our Photo Show 
n Adult butterflies only, taken in Surrey this year 
n Please email photos (full res), with your name, species, site & any notes, 

by October 23, to: surreybranch@gmail.com 
Please attach photos (pasting into the email may lose resolution) 

n Best photos will be selected for the Show 
n Attendees will be asked to vote for the winner 
n Winning photo will be featured in the Surrey Skipper 
n Entrants need not be present n Organiser’s decisions are final 

 

Marian Thomas, winner last year, is setting the questions. 
Please collect a quiz sheet on arrival; tackle the questions during the afternoon. 

 

Village Hall, Kingston Avenue, East Horsley KT24 6QT 
Six minutes walk SW of Horsley Station

VENUE

PHOTO SHOW

QUIZ

Members’ Afternoon 
East Horsley Village Hall 
Sat 29 October, 13.00 – 17.00

https://www.easthorsleyvillagehall.co.uk/
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COMING 
SOON

Maps & Stats 
Our new web service will be launched 

on March 13, to coincide with 
Surrey Skipper spring edition

With thanks to Branch database manager Ken Elsom
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Management of a living 
downland landscape 

AT 14 hectares Hutchinson’s 
Bank NR is one of the larger 
areas of chalk grassland 
remaining in Greater London. 

Situated on the edge of New 
Addington, it has been 
managed as a nature reserve 
by London Wildlife Trust (the 
Trust) on behalf of Croydon 
Council for over 35 years. 

Hutchinson’s Bank (HB) will be familiar 
to many Skipper readers due to the high 
diversity of lepidoptera recorded there over 
the past 40 years, particularly Grizzled & 
Dingy Skippers, Small Blue, Green & Brown 
Hairstreaks, and Dark Green Fritillary. 

Arguably HB is the most important site 
for butterflies in London, although it has 
received some notoriety over the last decade 
for its population of Glanville Fritillary. 

The reserve is one of four almost 
contiguous sites under the Trust’s 
management in the dry chalk valley along 
Featherbed Lane NW to Forestdale. 

The other three are Chapel Bank (just in 

Surrey), Threecorner Grove, 
and Featherbed Lane Verge. 

The latter two and HB 
constitute a statutory Local 
Nature Reserve, while HB, 
Chapel Bank and Threecorner 
Grove form a Site of 
Metropolitan Importance for 
Nature Conservation 
(the Verge is of Borough 
Importance). 

Our management takes a 
holistic four-site perspective, 

although the focus has been on HB and, to a 
lesser extent, Chapel Bank, with the key 
objectives set out in the box below. 

Once part of an open agricultural 
landscape grazed by sheep until the 1940s, 
by 1980 HB was 75% maturing scrub and 
woodland after myxomatosis decimated the 
rabbit population in the 1950s.  

Aerial photographs of 1945 show the site 
was open grassland with small, scattered 
areas of young scrub and more mature 
scrub developing in the north. 

Hutchinson’s Bank Nature Reserve Mathew Frith

HB key objectives 
g To maintain, enhance and protect HB’s 

status as one of the best chalk grassland 
NRs in Greater London.  

g To conserve existing areas of chalk 
grassland and restore chalk grassland in 
areas of recent scrub encroachment.  

g To safeguard and, where appropriate, 
enhance populations of flora, 
lepidoptera & other notable species.  

g To retain areas of chalk scrub and 
woodland as integral components of the 
downland ecosystem. 

g To manage the reserve as part of a 
wider nature recovery network, incl. the 
South London Downs NNR.  

g To collect further ecological information 
of the reserve and to monitor the 
effectiveness of management.  

g To promote and interpret the wildlife 
interest of the site to the local 
community. 

g To work with partner organisations to 
enable us to deliver the above. 

g To meet all legal and other obligations 
pertinent to the site.  

g To secure a new lease from Croydon 
Council to continue managing this site 
for a further 25 years to help secure new 
funding to further the above.

n continued next page



Local residents were key to bringing HB 
into conservation management, concerned 
that it was neglected and subject to high 
levels of fly-tipping, and in 1986 Croydon 
Council, the landowner, invited the Trust to 
manage the site. 

Much of the Trust’s early work focused on 
removing debris (cars, motorbikes, etc.) 
and retaining the remaining patches of 
open chalk grassland, many of which had 
become glades surrounded by mature 
hawthorn and blackthorn scrub. 

It was soon recognised that more drastic 
measures would be required to properly 
tackle the scrub, such as bulldozing it off to 
encourage the colonisation of appropriate 
grasses and herbaceous plants typical of the 
chalk grassland. However, the costs and 
perceived reaction to such interventions led 
to the decision to proceed with a slower but 
continual process of scrub clearance 
through cutting followed by grazing. 

Grazing with sheep was first introduced 
to HB in 1991 as a pilot with the then 
Downlands Countryside Management 
Project, and formally supported from 1993 
by a 10-year Countryside Stewardship 
Scheme. This enabled the establishment of 
the infrastructure of the first array of 
grazing paddocks, which largely remain 
today. The fact that HB is a Public Open 
Space, with a bridleway through it, required 

a balance of reasonable access and the 
means to manage livestock and deliver 
conservation objectives. 

The reserve has had the guidance of at 
least five management plans that have 
grown and shrunk over time. The 
information they contain informs the 
Trust’s management in tandem with new 
evidence and best practice through working 
with peer and partner organisations. 

The key driver at present is to maintain 
grazing with Herdwick sheep – goats and 
ponies occasionally played a part in the past 
– on a rotational basis across six paddocks. 
The long-term aim is to trial cattle, while 
protecting sensitive species (e.g. orchids, 
Small Blue, Brown Hairstreak) in tandem 
with a continued push to prevent scrub 
encroachment. 

This is a finely balanced undertaking, 
given our “never-enough” resources; 
we have no member of staff solely focused 
on HB. We depend on volunteers (who 
undertake the bulk of the non-grazing 
work), skilled contractors, the expertise and 
goodwill of the Downlands Partnership 
(and their livestock). We are also subject to 
the variables of weather, climate, the 
natural cycles of key species, and the 
constructive scrutiny of many observers. 

We are mindful that mistakes have been 
made in the past 35 years, and that some 
people have a strong emotional attachment 
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n Hutchinson’s Bank continued

HB conservation projects 
The Trust has never received funding 
from Croydon Council for its work on HB, 
but a 25-year lease in 2001 has enabled us 
to secure over £500k through various 
channels, notably: 
g 1999-2003 Chalking up London’s 

Downs, with LBCs Bromley, Croydon 
and Sutton: interpreting and promoting 
the biodiversity of the downland 
landscape, and purchasing machinery. 

g 2002-07 Heritage Lottery Fund (HLF) 
grant: large-scale scrub clearance. 

g 2006-12 Old Surrey Downs HLF, 
led by Surrey CC: creation of the rest of 
the site-wide grazing paddocks – 
start of the recent HLS agreement. 

g 2011-13 Thorn to Orchid HLF: 
to improve the management of chalk 
grassland habitat and create scrapes. 

g 2019-22 Brilliant Butterflies, the Trust, 
Butterfly Conservation & NH Museum, 
funded by People’s Postcode Lottery: 
“butterfly banks” and scrapes created 
across the site; new infrastructure & 
Environmental DNA (eDNA) surveys.



to the site. We are acutely aware of HB’s 
importance for a number of species (indeed, 
the eDNA work with the Natural History 
Museum might reveal others), and our 
management takes account of this. 

HB is not a butterfly garden, and we will 
never manage it as such. Indeed, the 
introduction of a few species in recent years 
is worrying, as they are unlikely to be a 
testimony of our management. Rather we 
wish to work with partners, such as 
Butterfly Conservation, to manage this suite 
of nature reserves as part of a nature 
recovery network that can provide the 
conditions for natural dispersal and 
colonisation. 

HB received a Green Flag Award this 
year; the first stages to provide future 
access for us to graze cattle have been 

completed; and eDNA monitoring by the 
Natural History Museum will continue. 

Apart from routine management our 
priority is to secure a new 25-year lease, 
which will give the Trust better ability to 
attract the resources to manage HB as a 
high-quality, species-rich chalk grassland 
for all to enjoy. 

In the mid-1980s the then Nature 
Conservancy Council were in the process of 
notifying a new suite of SSSIs in London. 
HB, with records of high butterfly diversity 
dating back to 1967, and a calcicolous flora 
surveyed in 1988 ranking it as the second 
richest in Greater London, was a candidate 
for notification. 

The NCC decided enough chalk grassland 
sites were already listed in the capital (e.g. 
Saltbox Hill, Riddlesdown). However, the 
increasing awareness of chalk downland’s 
importance, and the pressures it faces in 
SE England, suggests that the restoration of 
key calcareous habitats at HB since 1986 
would make it a worthy SSSI – the status 
we feel it deserves. 

g Mathew Frith is Director of Policy 
& Research, London Wildlife Trust
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Grassland communities 
Upright Brome 

the most diverse, covering much of HB 
False Oat-grass 

lower slopes alongside Featherbed Lane 
Sheep’s Fescue & Meadow Oat-grass 

mainly Chapel Bank

Hutchinson's Bank aerial view from the North, facing SE, Nov 2015. Don Lewis
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Steve Bolton Habitat Management, 
Recording & Monitoring 
WITH more time to plan this year, we have 
exceeded targets for site advice visits, and 
habitat and recording workshops. 

As a result, nine sites have been directly 
supported with plants and seed, and 11 new 
Butterfly Conservation monitoring schemes 
established, including provision of moth 
traps to five different councils and 
community groups. 

Clapham Common has been transformed 
from boring rye grass to beautiful wild 
flowers. The new butterfly meadow was 
seeded in March, and by July was a riot of 
colour from annuals like Corn Marigold and 
Cornflower. 

Perennials such as Bird’s-foot Trefoil and 
Oxeye daisy are also getting established and 
will replace the annuals next year to create 
long-term food sources for butterflies and 
moths. These include Common Sorrel for 
the Small Copper and fine grasses for 
Meadow Brown and Gatekeeper. 

The banks and shrub/tree planting will 
provide shelter and the best conditions for 
breeding, roosting and over-wintering. 
The Friends group are recording butterflies 
on the Common and will keep an eye on this 
new habitat. 

Over 20 people viewed a moth-trap left 
overnight in a garden next to Dulwich Park. 
A Jersey Tiger immediately escaped but was 
soon caught in a net so we could show off 
this beautiful moth. We identified 12 
species, including Riband Wave, Flame 
Shoulder, and Broad-bordered Yellow 
Underwing. A local recorder who joined the 
event has trapped 600+ species in his 
garden. 

For casual recording of day-flying moths 
when you are out and about, use the 
iRecord Butterflies app: go to app settings 
to enable the moth species function. 
Ele Johnstone Engagement 

Big City Butterflies is really blossoming 
now. This year we have exceeded targets for 
engagement, delivering 24 school 
workshops, 17 community events and seven 
high footfall events. 

In the second year of the project, I have 
focussed on London’s diverse communities. 
One example was “Moth Fest”, a 
community event with local artist Liina 
Lember and Tower Hamlets Cemetery Park, 
which offered butterfly/moth walks with a 
twist, art workshops and a night-time 
viewing of Liina’s light installation. We had 
great feedback for the event and I am keen 
to mirror this in other areas of London. 

Big City Butterflies London project 2021–2024

Transformed meadow on Clapham Common
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School workshops: Chris O’Donnovan

A highlight was July’s Lambeth Country 
Show. We spoke to hundreds of people and 
encouraged them to do the Big Butterfly 
Count, as well as taking other steps to play 
their part in helping London’s Lepidoptera. 

We are supporting a project funded by 
the Arts Council called 
The Colour of Transformation, led by 
Trinidadian artist Bryony Benge-Abbott. 
This is an amazing opportunity to inspire 
new audiences. 

BCB has received a lot of interest across 
London. I look forward to planning our 
engagement activities for next year. 

n Big City Butterflies: from previous page

I AM delighted to have joined 
Butterfly Conservation in the 
role of Regional Conservation 
Manager for SE England. 

My career in conservation 
spans the last 20 years, most 
recently for Kent Wildlife Trust 
with a focus on wildlife 
monitoring and evidence-based 
practice. 

I have also worked for 
Beds/Cambs/Northants Wildlife Trust, 
at Dungeness Bird Observatory (great 
mothing!), and in more exotic locations 
with the Mauritius Wildlife Foundation and 
doing field research in Borneo. 

Having studied entomology in various 
guises to postgraduate level, I have always 
seen Butterfly Conservation as a hugely 
effective and influential organisation. I have 
been a committee member of the Kent and 
SE London Branch, and will now support all 
the SE branches. 

It has been a hectic four months meeting 
my new team and other colleagues and 
getting up to speed with the projects. I have 
particularly enjoyed visiting Chiddingfold 
Forest, where our Wood White project led 
by Paul Cawsey has seen fantastic 

engagement and action to 
improve and create habitat for 
this species, at a range of scales, 
from individual gardens to 
entire woodlands. 

The butterfly has been found 
in new locations and has 
expanded its range, and we are 
now wrapping up the project 
and thinking about its legacy 
and future work. 

Further afield I enjoyed visiting 
Magdalen Hill Down, one of our flagship 
reserves near Winchester. Another 
highlight was Black-veined Moth at Wye 
with Kent’s Magnificent Moths team. 

I have also been getting to grips with the 
management of Rowland Wood and Park 
Corner Heath, BC’s East Sussex reserve, 
where I have seen the hard work of staff and 
volunteers pay-off with the creation and 
maintenance of habitat for Pearl and Small 
Pearl-bordered Fritillary. 

It is an exciting time to join BC and I look 
forward to delivering the core goals of our 
2021-26 Strategy (see page 4). 
g Follow me on Twitter 
@PaulTMEcologist 

Paul Tinsley-Marshall SE Conservation Manager

https://bryonybengeabbott.com/thecolouroftransformation
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SINCE my discovery of Black Hairstreaks 
on Epsom Common in 2020, a group of 
volunteers have been conducting research 
to monitor and understand the presence of 
this elusive species across the area. 

In 2021, mapping of Blackthorn (larval 
food plant) was undertaken across Epsom 
and Ashtead Commons. This formed the 
basis of survey routes, which have 
identified key locations, including “master 
trees”, where adult congregate to feed, 
bask and pair. 

There was a marked difference in 
weather this year and the first adult was 
seen on May 28, nearly two weeks earlier 
than 2021. Adults were still flying towards 
the end of June. 

We have tried to establish the range of 
the species. Last year the butterfly was 
confirmed to be present across nearby 
Horton County Park. On June 7, a Surrey 
Branch field trip there, led by Sarah Clift 
(Epsom & Ewell Borough Council), found 
adults at new locations across the site. 

No sightings yet at Tolworth Court 
Farm, but on June 4 Phil Kirk recorded the 
first Black Hairstreak for Nonsuch Park. 
A week later several adults were there, 
including two females laying.  
g In June, my application to University of 
Sussex to do a Master in Research on 
Black Hairstreaks was successful. My 
intention is to document the combined 
research into a thesis in two years’ time. 
Preparation for 2023 is underway. If you 
would like to get involved, please contact 
me at G.Tilley@sussex.ac.uk 
g Assisting me in the surveys were 
Nicola Campana-Etheridge, Peter Vigar, 
Robb Reeves, Alison Gilry, 
Pamela Harwood & Bob Yeo. 
I also thank for their support: Sarah Clift, 
Stewart Cocker, Bill Downey, 
Zuza Featherstone, Peter Howarth, 
Simon Saville & Prof. Alan Stewart.

Black Hairstreak Gareth Tilley

Black Hairstreaks on Epsom Common: 
Egg, caterpillar, pupa and adult male. GT
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THE MAIN work of the 
Conservation Group is done in 
autumn and winter – whereas 
in spring and summer 
monitoring and recording is 
the order of the day. 

This summer we worked 
with Surrey Wildlife Trust and 
the local Woodchip Volunteers 
Group at Fames Rough, 
Chipstead Downs. This SSSI 
chalk grassland site had 
deteriorated badly, and we removed 
invasive scrub from the better grassland 
areas. Normally this task would not be 
carried out in summer but we received 
dispensation from Natural England. 

This year there are problems caused by 
the churn of conservation staff in 
organisations like the National Trust and 
Surrey Wildlife Trust. Nobody gets rich 
working in conservation and many Rangers 
cannot afford to live in SE England or to 
commute if they live outside. 

Butterfly Conservation has no land of its 
own in Surrey (Oaken Wood is managed 
under licence) and so we must liaise with 
and build relationships with landowners to 
conduct work beneficial for butterflies. This 
is disrupted by excessive staff turnover. 

However, a programme is in development 
for Oct-Mar along the North Downs, plus a 
monthly work party at Oaken Wood. 
The work parties are on Fridays (first 

Thursday of the month at 
Oaken Wood) and we invite 
new volunteers to bolster our 
ranks. 
g Surveys 
It is important to know the 
whereabouts of our rare 
species where we are not 
monitoring their numbers. 

This is particularly true on 
large heathland sites which 
have Silver-studded Blues and 

Graylings. These extensive sites – many of 
which are Ministry of Defence land where 
access is limited – need to be surveyed. 

In July I organised a day at Ash Ranges. 
This would not have been possible without 
the assistance of Michael Jones of the 
Thames Basin Heaths Partnership. 

Ash Ranges, a site I had never visited 
before, is a huge chunk of western Surrey. 
A group of us spread out across the area, 
using the iRecord app. We now have a 
better understanding of the distribution of 
its rare species. This is a worthwhile activity 
and, although it takes a lot of work to set 
up, is something I want to do at other sites 
in 2023. 
g Oaken Wood work parties: page 17 
g To receive information on work parties 
and other conservation events, please 
subscribe to our mailing list:

Conservation Group Bill Downey 

 Surrey Conservation GroupLINK

WE are planning a third season of monthly 
Zoom talks this winter, Tuesdays, 19.00, 
organised by Richard Stephens. They will 
last up to one hour, including Q&A. 
Nov 8 Hutchinson’s Bank 

management plan Richard Barnes 

Dec 13 Surrey Butterfly Year 2022 
..........................Richard Stephens 

Jan 10 My Journey with Butterflies 
................................Gary Margetts 

Feb 14 Gardening for Butterflies 
............................................Martin Kalahar 

Mar 14 Maps & Stats online......Ken Elsom

Zoom talks

g Extra dates are planned: keep an eye on website for details

http://eepurl.com/ds7MaP
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THE DISRUPTION to our monitoring 
network caused by the pandemic has 
continued in 2022 and it will probably take 
another year to fully recover. 

However, by mid-September 156K 
butterflies have been recorded from 133 
transects. 

The pandemic caused some people to re-
evaluate their lives and there were more 
retirees during 2020-21 than would 
normally be the case.  

My main effort in 2022 therefore has 
been to find new walkers for existing routes 
and this will continue in 2023 – some long-
standing routes are not being walked. 
I usually address new routes or changes 
during Jan-March. Seven routes were 
added to our portfolio this year: 

Thundry Meadows is a Surrey Wildlife 
Trust reserve near Elstead. A SSSI 
alongside the River Wey, it comprises a 
series of wet and dry meadows that have 
escaped ploughing and fertilisation. 
Along with some rare, waterlogged marsh 
habitat called quaking mire, it also has an 
area of wet woodland or alder carr. 

Unstead Wetlands Nature Reserve 
is adjacent to Thames Water’s Godalming 
Sewage Treatment Works. The site is owned 
by Thames Water but managed by a local 
volunteer group. The area was once used to 
“polish” effluent before discharge into the 
river, but with advances in sewage 
treatment it became a nature reserve in 
2000.  

Wandsworth Common Grasslands 
is an addition to our long-standing route at 
Wandsworth Common Woodlands. As the 
name suggests, it concentrates on the grassy 
and “rewilded” areas of the park. The 
Common is managed Wandsworth Borough 
and has an active Friends group.  

Runneymede North is a companion to 
our other long-standing transect there. 
It takes place on National Trust land, over 
the iconic landscape associated with the 
signing of the Magna Carta in 1215. 
The route passes through the Kennedy 
Memorial – officially part of the USA! 

Molesey Reservoirs are old basins by 
the side of the River Thames that have been 
converted into a nature reserve. 

The site is owned by Thames Water but is 
leased to and managed by Cemex. It is 
closed access – which means no 
disturbance by dog walkers – and the 
scrubby surrounds of the open water are 
good for Green and Brown Hairstreaks. 

Transects Bill Downey

NEW TRANSECTS 2022 
Thundry Meadows ....Deborah Simmons 
Unstead ....................Deborah Simmons 
Wandsworth Grasslands 
................................Richard & Laila Tillet 

Runneymede North ............Jess Kellard 
..........................................Jeremy Nason 

Molesey Reservoirs..........Chris Cutcliffe 
................................................Mick Rock 

Valewood ..................Bob & Kate Daniels 
Croham Hurst ................Stephan Morris

NEW WALKERS 2022 
Swan Barn Farm ................Dee Durham 
Farnham Park ........................Julie Russ 
Frensham Great Pond ............Alex Potts 
..............Sue Green, Philippa & Colin Hall 
Frensham Little Pond ......Peter Cureton 
Quarry Hangers ....................Brian Smith 
RHS Wisley ......................Sarah Henson 
..........................................Heather Cooke 
Hatchlands Park ..................Andy Brook 
Nore Hill ............................Daniel Bound 
Tice’s Meadow ....Paul & Gillian Bamford 
Dawney Heath & Brookwood Cemetery 
Paul Wheeler, Steve Harley, David Moss 

Witley Common ..............Janet Thomson 
Chiddingfold South ....Caroline Winfield 
Farthing Down ......................Ian Pratley
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Valewood is a National Trust site south 
of Haslemere, on the Surrey/Sussex border. 
The route starts in Sussex but finishes in 
Surrey and passes through the first beaver 
release site in SE England. The beavers are 
busy transforming the wet meadows into a 
series of lakes and pools. 

Croham Hurst is a distinctive hill and 
SSSI site within the London Borough of 
Croydon. The designation is for ancient 
woodland, but the top of the ridge (the 
highest point in the borough) has areas of 
acid grassland. The site is managed by the 
borough and has an active Friends group. 
g Possible new routes, volunteers welcome: 

West Horsley Place 
Banstead Heath 
Richmond Park 2nd route 
Mitcham Common 
South Wood, Polesden Lacey 

Lammas Lands, Godalming 
Blackheath, Chilworth 

g Stepping down: 
Chris Morton: Lloyd Park 
Danielle Wagner: Brockwell Park, 
but hopefully walking a transect near 
Redhill next year? 
I thank all recorders and hope you find 

this a worthwhile activity. If you are 
interested in walking a transect or a WCBS 
square, please contact me at: 

billdowney@sky.com 
g Last year a trial methodology for 
surveying Purple Hairstreaks – a species 
not well served by traditional transects – 
was proposed. It has been refined this year 
and will be rolled out in 2023. I will be 
looking for volunteers for these. 

Walking a transect 
A TRANSECT is a fixed-route, weekly 
walk, typically 1–3km, lasting 30–90 mins. 

Volunteers record butterflies in a 5m 
band in suitable weather in the 26 weeks 
Apr–Sep, 10.45–15.45. Data is managed by 
the UK Butterfly Monitoring Scheme 

If you would like to walk a transect 
or help with an existing one (many are 
shared), please email Bill Downey

Surrey transect data (spreadsheets) 
is on our website’s Transects page: 
n Sort by species to see their 

sites & flight periods. 
n Sort by sites to see their species. 
n Transect walkers: sort by walker 

to see your own records at a glance. 
Also Wider Countryside Butterfly Survey

Oaken Wood 
OAKEN WOOD, founded by Forestry 
ranger Peter Beale in 1993, and our 
Branch reserve since 1995, is 12ha 
(30 acres) of wood/grassland in the 
south-west of Surrey, 2.6km south of 
Dunsfold. It is part of Forestry England’s 
324ha Chiddingfold Forest. 

A 3ha extension west to Lagfold track 
was added in 2015. Our licence was 
renewed for five years in Jan 2018.

Access: SU993338, via track (usually no 
vehicular access) that runs west from 
Plaistow Rd at SU994338; GU8 4PG. 
Parking for only a few cars. 

Western (Botany Bay) entrance to 
Chiddingfold Forest is off High Street 
Green at SU978348; GU8 4YA. Parking 
here is slightly easier; beware roadside 
ditches! Oaken Wood is 2.5km to the east. 
n Volunteers are invited to our winter 
work parties. Please see website. 

 Oaken WoodLINK

https://www.ukbms.org/
mailto:billdowney@sky.com
https://butterfly-conservation.org/in-your-area/surrey-and-sw-london-branch/transects-wcbs
https://ukbms.org/wider-countryside-butterfly-survey
https://butterfly-conservation.org/our-work/reserves/oaken-wood-surrey
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Wider Countryside Butterfly Survey Bill Downey

Monad Location Walker Monad Location Walker
SU8736 Hindhead Lesley Benson TQ1662 Chessington Pamela Harwood
SU8737 Beacon Hill TQ2042 Newdigate Jo Hurren
SU8748 TQ2059 Epsom Janet Cheney
SU8960 Camberley TQ2355 Tadworth Nicola Sainsbury
SU9038 Thursley Harry Clarke TQ2562 Belmont Morag Loader
SU9047 Seale TQ2654 Mugswell Janet Cheney
SU9133 Haslemere TQ2657 Banstead Woods
SU9150 Ash Green Steve Marshall TQ2759 Woodmansterne Morag Loader
SU9351 Normandy Steve Marshall TQ2868 Mitcham
SU9364 Windlesham TQ3045 Salfords Lucy Halahan
SU9647 Compton TQ3069 Norbury
SU9760 TQ3079 Westminster Danielle Wagner
SU9863 Chobham Common Paul Wheeler TQ3269 Upper Norwood Mike Pearce
SU9951 Guildford TQ3279 Borough Janet Cheney
TQ0071 TQ3354 South Caterham
TQ0543 Winterfold Mark Goodwill TQ3377 Southwark
TQ0944 Peaslake Keith Lelliott TQ3378 Bermondsey
TQ0960 Cobham Roz Szanto TQ3559 Hamsey Green David Gough
TQ1144 Holmbury St Mary Bill Downey TQ3566 Shirley
TQ1247 Wotton Graham Revill TQ4352 Limpsfield Chart Jim Yeeles
TQ1354 Great Bookham Harry Clarke

Chobham (not viable)

Runnymede (not viable)

Badshot Lea       Paul & Gillian Bamford

THE square at Badshot Lea (Paul & Gillian 
Bamford) is a welcome addition to our 
WCBS portfolio. The first survey line is in 
Tice’s Meadow; the second comes back 
along the bottom of Runfold Ridge. 

My thanks to Malcolm Bridge and 
Gill Hanson, who have stepped down. 

g WCBS monitors butterfly abundance 
in the wider countryside in 
randomly-allocated monads away from 
hot-spots. Surrey Branch has 41. 

The survey requires one 2km walk in each 
of the four months, May-August. It is ideal 
for recorders unable to commit to a 
weekly transect. 

If you would like to volunteer for a vacant 
monad, please contact Bill Downey 
g You may also be interested in: 

www.gardenbutterflysurvey.org

I WAS standing by my bedside window on 
the fifth floor of Kingston Hospital. It was 
June 12 and I had been incarcerated for six 
days, waiting for a pacemaker. 

I had already missed three field trips as a 
consequence and was suffering from 
butterfly withdrawal symptoms. 

As each evening drew in there was not 

even the consolation of a moth. So imagine 
my surprise when, at that height and 
surrounded by hospital buildings, a large 
butterfly surged towards me and settled 
briefly on an adjoining window frame a few 
metres away. 

It was a Painted Lady. Or was it an angel 
in disguise?

Hospital visitor Nigel Jackman

https://www.gardenbutterflysurvey.org/
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SUMMARY 2021 
Warm   Feb-Mar, Jun-Jul, Sep-Dec 
Sunny   Mar-Apr, Sep, Nov 
Wet        Jan, May-Jul, Oct 
SUMMARY 2022 
Warm   Feb-Sep 
Sunny   Jan-Apr, Jun-Aug 
Wet        Feb, Sep 
g Data is for the Met Office region 

England SE & Central South: 
Surrey, London, Berks, Hants, 
Kent, Sussex, Wilts. 

g Anomaly column is comparison with 
30-year data 1991-2020. 
Comparisons before 2022 are with 
1981-2010. 

Yellow   warm/sunny 
Red         year's warmest/sunniest 
Blue        wet 
Black      year’s wettest 

2021 Mean Anom Hours Anom mm Anom
Jan 3.7 -0.9 35 60% 103 129%
Feb 5.3 +0.8 69 87% 51 92%
Mar 7.1 +0.3 119 104% 36 63%
Apr 6.6 -2.1 225 133% 10 23%
May 10.5 -1.5 167 83% 90 164%
Jun 16.1 +1.3 194 96% 88 171%
Jul 18.0 +0.9 206 96% 79 155%
Aug 16.3 -0.7 138 68% 52 90%
Sep 16.3 +1.8 152 101% 45 71%
Oct 12.4 +1.3 99 88% 135 144%
Nov 7.3 +0.0 75 105% 14 16%
Dec 7.0 +1.8 29 54% 76 86%
Annual 10.6 +0.3 1,507 92% 787 100%

2022 Mean Anom Hours Anom mm Anom
Jan 4.8 -0.1 73 122% 25 30%
Feb 7.1 +2.1 94 117% 62 101%
Mar 8.1 +1.1 160 129% 42 80%
Apr 9.4 +0.1 185 105% 18 34%
May 13.3 +1.0 188 89% 50 95%
Jun 15.5 +0.3 242 116% 33 62%
Jul 19.0 +1.7 256 117% 5 9%
Aug 19.5 +2.3 249 124% 31 49%
Sep 14.9 +0.2 133 86% 86 140%

Temp C Sunshine Rainfall

Temp C Sunshine RainfallWeather Watch

THE Wood White project has 
progressed steadily over the 
summer with a focus on transect 
walking and recording. 

We are seeing similar numbers 
to 2021. As well the core area of 
Chiddingfold Forest we are 
excited to be receiving new 
records from outlying areas such as 
Frillinghurst Wood on the western edge of 
the project area. 

We have held a number of public walks 
and talks, one focusing on butterfly 
identification, which transect walker 
Phil Darley ran for us twice. 

We also held two further 
walks and workshops looking at 
bee identification, delivered by 
Rebecca Levey, Project Officer 
for Kent’s Magnificent Moths. 

In August we held a seed 
collection and management 
training day, hosted by Kew 

Gardens at Wakehurst Place. 
Going forward, we are collating the 

evidence and outcomes so we can report 
back to the National Lottery Heritage Fund. 
g Paul Cawsey is Officer for BC’s thre-year 
Saving the Wood White project, which ends 
in December.

Saving the Wood White Paul Cawsey

Oaken Wood work parties: Natasha Doane, Volunteer Reserves Officer, 
has organised this winter’s dates. Thursdays: Nov 3, Dec 1, Jan 12, Feb 2, Mar 2. 
All welcome, the more the merrier. To volunteer, please email Bill Downey

mailto:billdowney@sky.com
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MANY thanks to the 12 leaders of 45 field 
trips in 2022. Further volunteers will be 
welcome next year, so please consider 
offering to lead a trip. 

The season had a slow start but the 
weather settled into a long, hot & dry 
summer and the butterflies and our trippers 
responded. Over the season butterflies 
seemed scarcer but some, like Dark Green 
Fritillary, fared well. It was an average year 
for Painted Lady & Clouded Yellow. 

May 17 Sidney/Oaken Wood: 
Only 2 Wood White in Sidney 
but 20+ in/around Oaken Wood. 

May 22 & Jun 26 Norbury Park: My first 
Painted Lady & a total of 23 species for 
the two trips. Good numbers of Dingy 
Skipper, Marbled White & Dark Green 
Fritillary but concern for Small Heath, 
Grizzled Skipper & Small Tortoiseshell. 

May 29 Denbies Hillside: 
Green Hairstreak, Small Heath & 
Common Blue holding their own but 
concern about the low number (4) of 
Adonis Blue on Surrey’s major site. 
Meadow Brown emerging early. 

Jun 8 Merrow/Pewley Downs: Small Blue 
surviving, Marbled White emerging (9); 
solitary wing of a Dark Green Fritillary 
proved an early emergence. 

Jun 12/15 Epsom Common: Our most 
popular trip with members from 
Northampton, Norfolk, Kent & 
Hampshire joining us to see the 
successfully introduced Black Hairstreak. 
White Admiral doing well (20 in 1hr). 

Jun 23 Whitmore Common: Only one 
Silver-washed Fritillary and no White 
Admiral in the wood but good numbers 
of Silver-studded Blue colonising new 
areas of coppiced heather in the open. 
Dartford Warbler added interest. 

Jun 30 Holmwood: A drizzly day but a 
rare sighting for Holmwood of two 
Purple Emperors near the viewpoint. 

Field Trips 2022 Mike Weller

Jul 3 Bookham Common: 17 species 
including 24 Silver-washed Fritillary, 
11 Comma, 12 White Admiral & 
3 tree-topping Purple Emperor. 

Jul 4 Knepp: Number & diversity 
(13 species) not brilliant. An early season 
for Purple Emperor meant we only saw 
5 tree-toppers & none on the ground. 
Storks spectacular! 

Jul 9 Walton Downs: 19 species inc. 28 
Dark Green Fritillary, 7 Silver-washed 
Fritillary, 15 Small/ Essex Skipper but, 
being early, only 1 Chalkhill Blue. 

Jul 16/21 Headley Heath/ Gt. Train East: 
Two of our most butterfly-diverse trips, 
both having 24 species but generally in 
modest numbers. 

Jul 24 Vale End: Good weather for once, 
with 22 species. 27 members enjoyed 
Daphne Foulsham’s hospitality and 
lovely garden. 

Jul 28 Reigate & Colley Hills: 
21 species inc. my first 3 
Brown Hairstreaks of the year. 

Jul 30 Gt. Train West by car shuttle: 
27 species – yet again the winner. 

Aug 21 Merrow & Pewley Downs: Only 
14 species after the long, hot summer 
but 4 Adonis Blue on Pewley, including 
a mating pair after 18-month gap.

Adonis pair (fem right), Pewley, Aug 21. FK
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iRecord is our recommended recording platform, 
via their website or iRecord Butterflies app. 

Records sent to iRecord, plus those sent to BC’s own 
recording portal at www.butterflyrecording.org, 
are all viewable at irecord.org.uk 
g Thank you to the 800+ recorders who have submitted 
15k+ Surrey butterfly records to iRecord in 2022, 
an increase of over 40% on the previous best total, 
g More details, including how to create filters, 
are on our website’s Recording page.  Surrey RecordingLINK

 iRecordLINK

iRecorders iRecords
2013 32 344
2014 116 1,004
2015 159 3,182
2016 230 4,247
2017 333 7,214
2018 322 6,434
2019 443 6,534
2020 580 10,977
2021 709 10,843
2022-09 820 15,352

 iRecord Butterflies appLINK

Date Species Site Recorder
Apr 30   Large Tortoiseshell Headley Warren Gary Margetts
May 2 Dingy Skipper Tice’s Wood, Badshot Lea Paul & Gillian Bamford
May 2 Grizzled Skipper Howell Hill Ray Smith
Jun 4 Black Hairstreak Nonsuch Park TQ229638 Phil Kirk
Jun 11 Marsh Fritillary Pewley Down Ben Carter
Jun 11 Small Blue White Down Lease TQ12954959 Don Ross

Jun 28 Small Blue Bookham: Hundred Pound Bridge 
TQ12125670 Clive Watson

Jul 11 Purple Emperor fem Forest Hill garden TQ34797291 Kate Lake
Jul 31 Wall fem Denbies Hillside TQ14615021 John McGloin
Aug 6 Silver-spotted Skipper Whistlers Steep, Oxted TQ386544 Richard Stephens
Aug 6 Swallowtail Denbies Hillside TQ13775010 Nick Shearman
Aug 10-14 Wall Hutchinson’s Bank TQ383614 Louise Kahan
August Adonis Blue
Sep 5 Long-tailed Blue fem Esher Common TQ1362 Angela Crow

Notable records confirmed by photo

Black Hairstreaks at Epsom Common and beyond are thriving.
Duke of Burgundy & Marsh Fritillary releases at Hutchinson's Bank are surviving.

Pewley/Albury Downs: several dates/recorders

Email alert to this edition was sent on Oct 10. If you did not receive an alert 
(we have some emails that bounce), please inform surreybranch@gmail.com

https://butterfly-conservation.org/in-your-area/surrey-and-sw-london-branch/recording-in-surrey-sw-london
http://www.brc.ac.uk/irecord/home
https://butterfly-conservation.org/our-work/recording-and-monitoring/irecord-butterflies
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A is for Ashtead – Emperors galore 
B is for Box Hill – Blues by the score 

C is for Chobham – Graylings on Ling 
D is for Denbies – Adonis in spring 

E is for Epsom – Common and Downs 
Hairstreaks are here, heaven knows how! 

F is for Frensham – Ponds Great & Small 
G is for Gomshall – where train journeys call 

H is for Hindhead – its Hairstreaks are Green 
The former A3 is now so serene 

And H is for Hutchinson’s – richest of Banks 
None can compare, it is top of the ranks 

I is for Inholms – a clay pit near Dorking 
Brownfields like this can be so rewarding 

J is for Juniper – take which you will 
Epsom and Mickleham both boast such a Hill 

K is for Kenley – an airfield with flowers 
L is for London – its south-west is ours 

M is for Merrow – Guildford’s own Downs 
One of the sites where Small Blues are found 

N is for Newlands – a fabulous Corner 
Dark Green Fritillaries come flying to order 

O is for Oaken – the Wood that’s our own 
Thanks to work parties it’s not overgrown 

And O is for Oxted – with Whistlers so Steep 
Nearby Nore Hill is well worth a peep 

Site-seeing in Surrey Francis Kelly

Denbies Hillside and St Barnabas Church

P is for Pewley – best of the west 
Q is for Quarry – Brockham no less 

R is for Riddlesdown – a puzzling place 
With common and quarry to suit all tastes 

S is for Sheepleas – Cowslips in spades 
T is for Thursley – never fails to amaze 

And T is for Tice’s – Meadow and mound 
The more people watch, the more that is found 

U is for Unstead – wetland and flowers 
Its upgraded hide offers birding for hours 

V is for Vann – again take your pick 
The Chiddingfold garden or Ockley’s long lake 

W is Whitmoor – its species are ace 
X, Y & Z – I have run out of space

Social Media
OUR social media accounts are listed 
on page 2. Facebook is ideal for photos, 
Twitter for news. 
We recommend alerts.talkwalker.com 
to see Twitter mentions of @BC_Surrey

Surrey
Butterflies
Mick Rock's

group
Like Follow Members

2021-10 1,383 1,146 1,276 300
2022-03 1,395 1,393 1,531 306
2022-09 1,422 2,628 2,818 374

Follow

@BC_Surrey

Twitter Facebook
Butterfly

Conservation
in Surrey 

Branch page

 Surrey Branch social mediaLINK

https://alerts.talkwalker.com/alerts/login
https://butterfly-conservation.org/in-your-area/surrey-and-sw-london-branch/social-media
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VISITORS to our Branch website this year 
spiked at 855 in week beginning March 14 
with the publication of the Spring Skipper. 

This was topped with 856 in week Jun 27: 
the Purple Emperor season was underway!  

Branch website Francis Kelly

 butterfly-conservation.org/surreyLINK

g Total unique weekly visits to 
each of our website’s 20+ pages

BC officer Start Duration Main funding

Steve Bolton Conservation
Ele Johnstone Engagement 2021-05 4 years to 2024 National Lottery

Heritage Fund £440,000

Paul Cawsey Project Officer
Fiona Haynes to 2021-05
Natasha Doane
Volunteer Project Officer

2019-10 3 years to
2022-12

National Lottery
Heritage Fund £93,000

Phil Sterling
Steve Bolton to 2021-05 2019-09 2 years to 2022-03 People's Postcode Lottery 

Dream Fund £1,000,000

Surrey/Sussex borders, including Oaken Wood, our Branch reserve

Managed by London Wildlife Trust, in partnership with BC & NH Museum: South Croydon & Bromley

Conservation projects
Big City Butterflies (London)

Brilliant Butterflies (complete)

Saving the Wood White in the South East

https://butterfly-conservation.org/in-your-area/surrey-and-sw-london-branch
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LAST year (2021) was poor for butterflies 
in England, ranking 33rd of the 46 years 
since the transects scheme began in 1976. 

However, Dark Green Fritillary had its 
best year in England; Brown Hairstreak 
and Chalkhill Blue had their 3rd-best year; 
Silver-studded Blue and Red Admiral had 
their 4th-best year. 

Richard Fox, BC’s Associate Director of 
Recording and Monitoring explained: 
“The overall picture for butterflies in 
England 2021 was poor, but species that are 

the focus of conservation efforts fared well. 
Silver-studded Blue had its best year since 
1996, with six good years in a row.” 

White Admiral had its 3rd-worst year in 
England but seems to be doing better in 
Surrey. 
g 2,900+ UK sites; 476,000 records. 
g Of the 54 species for which English 
trends could be produced, 12 show 
increases since 1976; 20 are in decline.

UK Butterfly Monitoring Scheme 2021 Francis Kelly

 UK Butterfly Monitoring schemeLINK

10-year
trend

10-year
trend

1 Dark Green Fritillary +62% 26 Holly Blue +142%
3 Brown Hairstreak +88% Meadow Brown +18%

Chalkhill Blue -24% 27 White-letter Hairstreak +202%
4 Silver-studded Blue +202% Brown Argus +117%

Red Admiral +147% Small Heath +72%
7 Marbled White +57% 29 Essex Skipper +19%
9 Orange-tip +42% 30 Purple Hairstreak +143%

Silver-washed Fritillary +36% Comma +4%
Purple Emperor +9% 31 Grizzled Skipper +1%

10 Brimstone +69% 32 Small Copper +63%
13 Dingy Skipper +11% 36 Small Tortoiseshell -24%
16 Silver-spotted Skipper +36% 37 Large White +45%
17 Painted Lady +469% Gatekeeper +40%
18 Small Blue +118% Grayling -5%

Adonis Blue -43% 38 Common Blue +36%
19 Small White +92% 39 Small Skipper -12%
22 Clouded Yellow +12% 42 Green Hairstreak +113%

Peacock +7% Large Skipper +8%
23 Speckled Wood +9% Green-veined White -3%

Ringlet -11% 44 White Admiral +3%
24 Wood White +167%
How to read the table: Surrey's 41 regular species; data is from all transects in England, 1976-2021.
Dark Green Fritillary: 2021 was best of the 46 transect years; White Admiral: 44th (3rd-worst) year.

2021's abundance ranking for each Surrey species in the 46 years of transects 1976-2021

2021 rank 2021 rank

REMEMBERING Butterfly Conservation in your will is one of 
the most effective ways to help ensure butterflies and moths 
thrive in years to come. Legacies represent over a third of our 
voluntary income and make a crucial contribution to our work. 
n Please contact Dorset head office: 01929 40020 

info@butterfly-conservation.org

http://www.ukbms.org
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JULIAN GIBBS, who died last 
year aged 88, signed the 
documents that registered the 
British Butterfly Conservation 
Society as a new charity in 1968. 

Gibbs, a BC Vice-President 
and Surrey Branch Life Member, 
was treasurer; the other 
signatory was launch chairman 
Thomas Frankland. 

The Society’s first newsletter, 
in October 1968, stated: 

“Mr Frankland and Mr Gibbs are amateur 
entomologists who feel that as little has 
been done to co-ordinate conservation of 
British Butterflies, they themselves should 
make a move. These gentlemen have 
provided the funds for the initial cost of 
registration and administration. 

“Julian Gibbs is a Merchant Banker in the 
City of London with experience of the 
financial side of Trusts and Societies.” 

In May 2021 the Times described Gibbs’s 
colourful life in this headline and obituary: 

“Financial adviser, investment columnist 
and bon viveur who went bankrupt twice” 

‘Julian Gibbs, a scion of an established 
banking family, was a long-time 
investment columnist and a founding 

member of Money Marketing magazine. 
He was also a former whisky and lavatory 

brush salesman in Africa, a bon viveur 
whose lavish parties were lit up by bright 
young men, and so impetuously generous 
that he bought one of David Frost’s 

companies to help a friend who 
depended on its income. 

He made a lot of money in 
the City but was insouciant of 
details and careless of his own 
financial advice. Twice declared 
bankrupt, he bounced back 
each time. 

Gibbs came from a family 
long at the centre of British 
finance, politics and diplomacy. 
The first to make a financial 

splash was his great-great-great-great 
grandfather, whose fortune came from 
guano. 

One uncle was chairman of NatWest 
bank. Another, Sir Humphrey Gibbs, 
was the last governor-general of Rhodesia 
before the unilateral declaration 
of independence. 

A brother was a noted antiques dealer, 
chairman of the J Paul Getty charitable 
trust and a fashionable dandy who was the 
first man, reputedly, to wear flared trousers. 

Gibbs’ mother, Helen Leslie, was chief 
commissioner for the overseas Girl Guides. 
His father, Hon Sir Geoffrey Cokayne 
Gibbs, was a scion of the Barons Hunsdon, 
a philanthropist and first chairman of the 
Nuffield Foundation. Julian joked: 
“As the third son of the second son of the 
fourth son, I was quite a small cog.” 

In the late 1990s Julian found a 
permanent partner, Joel O’Connor. 
They were married in 2014.’ 

Julian Gibbs 1932 – 2021

DATES 2022

Jan-Dec Butterfly House 
Horniman Gardens SE23 
Open All year 

Oct 22 Upper Thames AGM 
& Members’ Day, Zoom 

Oct 29 Surrey Members’ Afternoon 

Oct 31 Transect records to be online please 
Nov 6 Hampshire AGM, Littleton 
Nov 8 Surrey Zoom talk 
Nov 12 BC National AGM, Huddersfield 
Dec 13 Surrey Zoom talk

https://www.horniman.ac.uk/event/butterfly-house/
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Broad-bordered Bee Hawkmoth on Bugle, 
Tugley Wood 2014-05. Jeremy Early

Hummingbird Hawkmoth on Buddleia, 
Bookham garden 2022-08. Gary Margetts

KATE PICKERING photographed 
a Narrow-bordered Bee Hawkmoth 
(below) at Hutchinson’s Bank 
on May 22. 

Site expert Martin Wills said: 
“This is an important record for the 
site. I have never seen one close up.” 

The three day-flying Hawkmoths 
are the two Bee mimics, Narrow & 
Broad-bordered, plus the migrant 
Hummingbird (2022 a good year).

Hawkmoths

I was shown two species of tiny Clearwing 
moths on my travels this summer. 

Both were found naturally (by others in 
my group) without the use of pheromone 
lures. They feature in Larger Moths of 
Surrey (Collins, 1997) but have few records.

1 Red-tipped Clearwing 
(wingspan 18mm), Strumpshaw Fen, 
Norfolk, Jun 11. 

2 Six-belted Clearwing 
(21mm) on Juncus seed-head, 
Buckler’s Forest, Crowthorne, Aug 6.

Clearwing moths Francis Kelly

1 2 
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Sell-out fast 
approaching

£16 (+ p & p) from surreywildlifetrust.org/shop

An essential reference for 
anyone with any interest 
in Surrey’s wildlife. 
And at only £16 it is 
an absolute bargain. 

Steve Chastell, Chair 
Surrey Bird Club Fewer th

an 40 co
pies le

ft

DRAGONFLIES are key indicators of 
climate change – seven new species 
have become established in Britain 
since 1990. 

Tice’s Meadow near Farnham was a 
hotspot for rare species this summer, 
with Red-veined Darters (below) and 
Lesser Emperors (right) offering good 
views around the lakeside bird hide.

Dragonflies Francis Kelly

https://www.surreywildlifetrust.org/shop#!/Butterflies-of-Surrey-Revisited/p/116649747/category=31407261
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ON YOUR BIKE! One Comma (top left) obeys the “No Cycling” notice. Another Comma 
and a White Admiral ignore it. Photos: Mick Rock (top left) & Francis Kelly


