
 

 
 

 

 
 

Autumn news bulletin 
A warm welcome to all new and existing members of East 

Scotland Butterfly Conservation. We hope you find this quarterly 

news bulletin a useful round-up of interesting articles, key dates 

for your diary and important contacts. The East Branch committee 

hope you have had a nice summer and managed to see butterflies 

and moths. Enjoy this update! 

Upcoming events 
All of these events can be found on the BC events page here: 

https://butterfly-conservation.org/events/scotland 

Silverknowes Park, Edinburgh: Wildflower Meadow 

maintenance 

 

Thursday 10th November ï 11:00am to 2:00pm: Silverknowes 

Park, Edinburgh - Join other volunteers at Edinburgh's 

Silverknowes Park to maintain a wildflower meadow! This 

event will be led by staff from City of Edinburgh Council, 

who will provide tools and guidance for the tasks needing 

done. Registration is essential: contact Jen at Edinburgh 

Council on Jennifer.Johnstone@edinburgh.gov.uk to book 

your space. 

Wester Moss Bog Squad Volunteer Work Party 

Saturday 12th November - 10:00am-3:00pm: Wester Moss, 

Fallin (near Stirling) - Join the Bog Squad project to help 
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with scrub clearance at Wester Moss SSSI near Stirling to improve habitat for the Large 

Heath butterfly and protect the valuable peatland. Please let us know you're coming by 

contacting Polly Phillpot on pphillpot@butterfly-conservation.org 

Please bring: Water/hot drink, lunch, wellies or sturdy waterproof walking boots and 

work clothes - including waterproofs. Be prepared for cold conditions and bring a warm 

hat, fleece etcé..and a sense of humour! 

 

Wester Moss Bog Squad Volunteer Work Party 

Saturday 14th January 2023 - 10:00am-3:00pm: Wester Moss, Fallin (near Stirling) - 

Join the Bog Squad project to help with scrub clearance at Wester Moss SSSI near Stirling 

to improve habitat for the Large Heath butterfly and protect the valuable peatland. 

Please let us know you're coming by contacting Polly Phillpot on pphillpot@butterfly-

conservation.org 

Please bring: Water/hot drink, lunch, wellies or sturdy waterproof walking boots and 

work clothes - including waterproofs. Be prepared for cold conditions and bring a warm 

hat, fleece etcé..and a sense of humour!  

 

You can also share the new Meadow Creation and management video here: 

https://youtu.be/2APRa7e36ko 

Through the Helping Hands for Butterflies Project we created lots of new resources, 

including a video on how to create and maintain urban meadows. This video also has 

contributions from the Nectar Network Project in Ayrshire, Road Verge Management from 

Phil Sterling, and On the Verge Project in Stirling. 
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Dalkeith Country Park ï volunteers wanted! 

 
 

Are you looking for a butterfly transect within easy reach of Edinburgh and accessible by public 

transport? The ranger team at Dalkeith Country Park would love your support! This butterfly 

data will be particularly useful as they begin to implement pollinator friendly practices and 

restore habitat around the estate. 

 

Donôt worry if you donôt have time to record every week ï weôre hoping to get a small group of 

volunteers together and create a rota for recording. There will also be opportunities later on to 

get involved with habitat management, run butterfly walks and engage with the public at the 

restoration yard. This winter, weôll be busy planning the transect ready for spring 2023 ï 

so, just email apithanny@hotmail.co.uk to be kept up to date! (Beginners welcome) 

 

Written by Apithanny Bourne 

 

 

Have you ever thought about trapping moths? 
Although there is much more to studying and understanding moths and their lifecycle than 

catching adult moths in a light trap, it is still a useful conservation tool, is good fun and a 

great way to get to see the variety and wonder of the moths of Scotland. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Dalkeith Country Park scene (Credit: Kieran Playfair) 

 

Our website has instructions on how to make your 

own Budget Bucket Moth Trap, but you can 

probably get one on loan through your local County 

Moth Recorder or buy one of your own from just 

£75 (depending on options and materials price 

inflation!). Your CMR and our East Scottish Moths 

Facebook group will help you identify your 

catches. 
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Commercially available moth traps can cost a few hundred pounds, but for the last 2-3 years 

I have been making traps for the branch and making them available for loan through CMRs or 

via the discounted purchase price in order to encourage branch members to get into moth 

recording. 

Loans and sales are available to those who either do not currently have a trap or donôt have 

one to enable them to trap away from their garden, for example at sites of conservation 

interest. 

If you are interested in a loan or purchase then please email mothtraps@eastscotland-

butterflies.org.uk and we can discuss your requirements. 

 

Written by Mark Cubitt 

 

 

Purple Hairstreak discoveries in 2022 
 

 

Whether it has just recently colonised some of these regions is open to debate, but seemingly 

well-established colonies have been discovered in places so far outside of the known 

distribution that it seems unlikely that recent expansion is the whole story. Either way, some 

very dedicated effort has successfully uncovered new areas for this elusive butterfly, which 

flies in the evening high around oak canopy. 

In typically perverse fashion, the butterfly has also been found completely by chance at ground 

level in areas where deliberate searches by expert Hairstreak hunters had failed to bear fruit.   

Patrick Cook kicked things off in early January with an astonishing find of Purple Hairstreak 

eggs at Torphantrick Wood in upper Deeside, very remote from any known sites and 

comfortably the most northerly UK record of modern times at that point, raising tantalising 

Purple Hairstreak, male (Credit: 

Chris Stamp) 

The 2022 season proved to be another year of 

remarkable discoveries about the range of the 

Purple Hairstreak in East Scotland. Colonies 

were revealed where this fascinating species 

was previously unknown, even in areas 

covered by distinguished lepidopterists such 

as Deeside, the Lothians and Scottish 

Borders. 
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questions as to how this site connected to the rest of the range. Several further egg discoveries 

at Craigendarroch, Ballater, indicated that upper Deeside held a strong and extensive 

population that had existed undiscovered by butterfly recorders. Remarkable as this was, it 

was just a taste of what was to come. 

 

On July 15th, a female Purple Hairstreak was unknowingly photographed by Hannah Shell on 

a family swimming trip at the river near Abbey St Bathans in the Scottish Borders, where she 

spotted an unusual-looking butterfly sitting on a rock. Once identified, this marked a major 

discovery as very little evidence of the species existed in the Borders. Geoff and Gail Ballinger 

followed up with several more sightings in the area, confirming an established colony. 

Geoff and Gail made another major breakthrough with the first discovery of the species in East 

Lothian in mid-August, at Woodhall Dean, quickly followed by discoveries at Pease Bridge and 

Dunglass. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

These sites are far from previously known colonies, and had been targeted by Purple 

Hairstreak hunters before, unsuccessfully, adding further intrigue around the current and 

historical distribution. These sightings also proved that Purple Hairstreaks do occupy sessile 

oak as well as pedunculate in the east, which was hitherto an open question.  

Another area that had been unsuccessfully surveyed was Edinburgh city, with good oak 

habitat seeming devoid of the butterflies, so a record on 19th August of a mud-splattered 

female from the Botanics, presumably washed from the trees by heavy rains, was another big 

surprise. 

 
Purple  Hairstreaks at Woodhall Dean (Credit: Geoff Ballinger) 



 

 
 

 

 
 

The final revelation came right at the end of August, when Peter Stronach photographed 

Purple Hairstreaks at Kinrara Estate near Aviemore on Speyside. Combined with more 

discoveries in Deeside during the summer, the northern edge of the distribution map had been 

redrawn a remarkable 40km further north. All of these sightings also hint at more to come. 

 
 

2022 sightings in orange, compared to the known distribution at the start of the year 

in purple. 

Field trips 

Purple Hairstreaks in Scotland have really caught the imagination over the last couple of years, 

reports even appearing in the mainstream press. A field trip to a recently-discovered colony at 

Loch Leven, organised by the NatureScot NNR staff and volunteers, was very well attended. 



 

 
 

 

 
 

The word ócrowdô is not often associated with Scottish butterfly field trips, but the photo below 

shows just a portion of the attendees eagerly scanning the treetops. 

 
Subsequent field trips to Brechin Castle and Ballater further boosted the numbers of people 

across our region who know how to find Purples, which should further help our fast-developing 

knowledge of the species in the branch area. 

Rearing 

Several people also had success rearing Purple Hairstreaks from windfall eggs rescued in the 

winter, following presentations and a guide I had created based on my experiences. The photo 

shows a stunner reared by Cairngorms National Park ranger Judy Baxter from a Deeside egg, 

and was the first Deeside adult ever seen. This butterfly emerged early, as reared ones often 

do. Dan Brown photographed the first wild Deeside Purple Hairstreak on 24th July at 

Craigendarroch riverside car park.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Loch Leven field trip organised by Simon Ritchie of NatureScot 

(Credit: Chris Stamp) 

 

 

All-in-all another exciting year for hunters of our 

most elusive butterfly, with plenty of promise for 

2023.  

 

Written by Chris Stamp 

 

 

 

Reared Purple Hairstreak (Credit: Judy 

Baxter) 

 



 

 
 

 

 
 

Aberdeenshire Area update ï new finds 
continued! 
Since the summer newsletter was published, in which I wrote an article about new finds and 

rediscoveries in the north-east, weôve had records of many more species new to the area, 

including the following: 

Earlier in the year, but not mentioned in the last update was Pammene giganteana attracted 

to a pheromone lure deployed by Mark Young at Dinnet oakwood (VC92) in May. Mark also 

caught Grapholita janthinana at Oldmeldrum (VC93) in July, many miles from nearest known 

records in Fife and perhaps aided by warm southerly winds but may be expanding its range 

although such inconspicuous micro moths can remain undetected for longer than larger 

species. Also in July, Morag Cole trapped an Elachista maculicerusella near Torphins 

(VC92), not new to NE Scotland (VC91-94) but first for South Aberdeenshire. Moragôs first NE 

Scotland Silky Wainscot was mentioned in the summer newsletter article, but this was 

followed by another found by Paul Brooks at St. Cyrus (VC91). Paul also had the first 

Southern Wainscot for the area at St. Cyrus, which may be spreading up the east coast. 

                   

 

In early August, Caroline Heard, who only started recording moths this year, trapped a Figure 

of Eighty near Aboyne, which appears to be coming northwards, quite a jump from nearest 

known records in Perthshire and Fife, though I heard recently that one was also recorded 

slightly further south this summer at Stonehaven (VC91). Mark Young had the first White 

Plume Moth Pterophorus pentadactyla for North Aberdeenshire at Oldmeldrum (VC93). 

Later in the month on the same night as he caught a Ruddy Streak Tachystola acroxantha 

(first for NE Scotland caught earlier this summer by Nick Littlewood in Aberdeen), Brian 

Stewart caught what was confirmed as a Copper Underwing at Cults (VC92), with nearest 

previous records from Fife though not quite the most northerly as there has been one in 

Inverness-shire. 

Figure of Eighty (Credit: Caroline Heard)              

Copper Underwing 

(Credit: Brian Stewart) 

 



 

 
 

 

 
 

South/south-easterly winds in early September aided another wave of migrants (including 

what may be a record number of Convolvulus Hawk-moths), some a very long way from 

their known range in England and could have come directly from continental Europe. These 

included the miniscule Beet Moth Scrobipalpa ocellatella trapped near Banchory by Mark 

Tasker, with another a few days later by Paul Brooks at St Cyrus (both VC91) and Ancylosis 

oblitella found by Nick Littlewood during the day on the coast at Muchalls (VC91) - both 

species appear to be firsts for all of Scotland, it is incredible how such tiny moths can travel 

huge distances! In the same week a European Corn-borer Ostrinia nubilalis turned up at 

Finzean (VC92), caught by Alan & Ursie Butchart, which may be only the second Scottish 

mainland record (one reported near Dumfries a few days earlier). Later in the month, Mark 

Young found Stigmella trimaculella mines on poplar at Grandholme, Aberdeen (VC92) and 

a few days later Brian Stewart also looked for them successfully at Bridge of Dee, Aberdeen 

(VC91), so it will be worth searching other suitable sites for this species. 

       

 

 

Banffshire also had a NE Scotland first record this year, Phycitodes maritima, found by Roy 

Leverton at Ordiquhill (VC94), which may have spread from neighbouring Moray. 

Also notable was the Svenssonôs Copper Underwing trapped by Morag Cole near Torphins 

(VC92) in early October, only the second South Aberdeenshire record after the first in 2019 

and one of only a few in NE Scotland but could be a species we see more of and will perhaps 

become established in years to come, like some others mentioned here. 

 

Written by Helen Rowe   

 

 

 

Beet moth Scrobipalpa ocellatella 

(Credit: Mark Tasker 

 

European Corn-borer 

(Credit: Alan Butchart) 

 



 

 
 

 

 
 

Discovery of Rannoch Brindled Beauty moth 
(Lycia lapponaria) in Angus 

   

On 18th April of this year East branch member Neil Patton was walking the Minsterôs path from 

Glen Prosen looking for early emerging butterflies. Instead, he saw a small male moth on a 

fence post along the path toward the top of the ridge at around 400m.  He posted this discovery 

on the East Branch Butterflies Facebook page where it was quickly identified as a Rannoch 

Brindle Beauty moth. The record also came to myself via iRecord. The record started a flurry 

of emails to local and other recorders   Next day Paul Brooks, an active Angus recorder, went 

up the path and found several, both male and female on fence posts and rocks. A few days 

later Mark Cubitt and Katty Baird also went to the same area and found 26 females on 

fenceposts. 

     

Glen Prosen (Credit: Mark Cubitt) 

 

Rannoch Brindled Beauty 

(Credit: Neil Patton) 

 

Rannoch Brindled Beauty (Credits: Paul Brooks) 

 


