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From the Editor: 

Autumn is now drawing in upon us, the leaves are turning to their russet 

and golden tones and will soon fall, the days are shortening ahead of the 

winter to come. Through the winter we shall be planning for the year ahead 

both in terms of our fieldtrips and events and also our Members’ Day which 

we normally hold in the high summer months. If you have ideas or 

suggestions for any of these events, please do get in touch! 

This is my last ‘missive’ to you, I stood down as Branch Chair at our 

Members Day at the end of July, however will continue as Branch Secretary, 

and also as Newsletter Editor until such time as a new editor steps forward. 

I am delighted to announce that one of our recently-joined committee 

members has volunteered to stand as Chair of the branch through 2023, so I 

would like to take this opportunity to thank Dr John Bostock  for stepping-

up. 

I must also pay particular thanks to Laura Sivell who has also stood down 

this year as Butterfly Recorder for Lancashire after 25 years, Laura will 

continue as a hugely valued committee member, however will have more 

time to pursue some of her other interests.  Peter Hardy, Butterfly Recorder 

for Greater Manchester, has very kindly agreed to take on the Lancashire 

butterflies, but we are conscious that we need to be encouraging and 

training the next generation of Recorders, so if you think this may be 

something of interest, please do get in touch with Peter. 

Can I also make a plea for articles for this newsletter—without those articles 

we would not have this edition, so please, please, please have a think if you 

could write something. It may about creating your ‘wild space’ on your 

balcony or in your garden or local park; a book review; or it may be on your 

quest to see certain butterflies, maybe all Lancashire butterflies in one year, 

or maybe even a focus on a particular one. I look forward to hearing from 

you!   

We are very sorry to announce the death of Joy Sharp, a long-serving 
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Committee Vacancies 
 

We have been trying to recruit new 

committee members for some time and we 

have vacancies on the committee for several 

positions. We are looking for individuals 

looking to help with the running of the 

branch at committee level, this is a great 

opportunity to get involved and contribute 

your time and experience with like-minded 

people. We meet 4 times a year, currently 

via a Zoom meeting, although we would 

prefer to get back around a table when we 

can. 

We have vacancies for Moth Officer and Newsletter Editor, along with 

places available without taking anything specific on which is a great way to 

ease yourself into the committee, 

It is important that we recruit new people into these roles as the current 

committee will not be able to cover all these posts satisfactorily. 

Please contact secretary@lancashire-butterflies.org.uk if you would like to 

find out a bit more. 

Lancashire Branch volunteer, who died at home on 20th October 2022. Joy 

walked the butterfly transects at our Myers Allotment Reserve in Silverdale 

from 2011 when we acquired the reserve until a couple of years ago.  Joy 

was a regular attendee on our walks and at our Members’ Days and will be 

missed by all who knew her. 

Jane Jones 

mailto:secretary@lancashire-butterflies.org.uk
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Myers Allotment Reserve 

Conservation Work Parties 

Our weekly work parties resumed on Tuesday 4th October.  

Work parties start at 10.00am and finish at approx. 3.30pm (depending on 
the weather) though you are, of course, free to leave at any time. It is 
advisable to arrive by 10am, so that you can register and receive details of 
the work to be carried out, together with a Health & Safety briefing. 
Suitable outdoor clothing and footwear is required, and you will need to 
bring a packed lunch.  

Hand tools, training and guidance are provided, with all expected to work at 
their own pace.  

Everyone is invited to join our regular team of volunteers and, apart from 
their conservation value, work parties can be very rewarding as well as 
highly enjoyable and sociable events.  

If you are thinking of coming along, it is always best to phone after 8am on 
the day, just to make sure that we have not decided to cancel due to the 
weather or other unforeseen circumstances. We now have a Volunteers 
WhatsApp group, making it much easier to communicate anything regarding 
the work parties. Contact Dave Wrigley (Reserves Officer) on 01524 805527,  

email: reserves@lancashire-butterflies.org.uk  

mailto:reserves@lancashire-butterflies.org.uk
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 Lancaster University Butterfly & Moth Symposium 

 Saturday 29th October 2022 9:30—5:00pm 

We are delighted to report that following a ‘Covid break’ of 3 years this very 

popular and free day-long event returns to the main lecture theatre of the 

Environment Building at Lancaster University campus on Sat 29th October 

2022. This theatre holds almost 300 people and last time we held this joint 

Butterfly Conservation/Lancaster University event it was almost full, so 

please put this event in your diary now!  

It will showcase the wonderful student research that takes place at 

Lancaster University into all aspects of Butterflies and Moths from 

undergraduate to masters to doctorate levels. I know many of the students 

involved and their presentations are likely to be superb. There will also be a 

full supporting programme from university staff, BC staff and volunteers 

together with displays, second-hand books for sale and light refreshment.  

Meals also available onsite. A more detailed programme of events running 

from 9:30 until 17:00 is now available and posted on our website and has 

been sent electronically to all who receive our messages. Note invitations 

will also go to all branch members in northern England/southern Scotland 

and our supporters and their families so please book a place ASAP with 

Chris Winnick on chriswinnick@tiscali.co.uk. 

https://butterfly-conservation.org/events/lancaster-university-butterfly-and-moth-symposium
mailto:chriswinnick@tiscali.co.uk
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Members Day  

Saturday 30th July 2022 

This year’s members’ Day was held at RSPB Leighton Moss. The day started 

with the opening of the moth traps that had been put out the previous 

evening by Justine Patton and Brian Hancock.  This is always a very popular 

start to the day and generates much interest in moths and moth recording.  

The morning continued with 2 very interesting talks. The first by Rob Petley-

Jones titled “My life with moths—a personal odyssey”, the second after a 

short break for coffee by Steve Benner titled “Micro-lepidoptera—the moths 

everyone hates (& why you shouldn’t!)”. I think most of us are still a little 

shy trying to identify some of these tiny critters! 

A short AGM followed with reports presented (available to read on our 

branch page), Jane Jones stood down from the post of Chair (after nearly 4 

years) and Laura Sivell stood down  from the post of Butterfly Recorder that 

she had held for 25 years! Jane presented Laura with a Richard Lewington 

print of the Lifecycle of the Duke of Burgundy. 

After lunch, Chris Winnick and Craig McCoy determinedly set out for Arnside 

Knott, despite the heavy rain, to lead 10 very wet attendees in search of 

butterflies….. Craig and Rosa Menendez were brilliant at telling everyone all 

https://butterfly-conservation.org/in-your-area/lancashire-branch/lancashire-branch-agm
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about the management of the site and the requirements of the Scotch 

Argus butterfly (10 had been seen the previous day) and the said wet 

attendees were all very appreciative that the guides had shown an equal 

level of madness . 

Two hours later and after a final 15 minute burst of heavy rain they arrived 

back at the cars having seen zero butterflies or moths. 

A big thank you must go to all involved in making our Members’ Day such 

a success. 

Saving Butterflies and Moths; Our 2021—2026 Strategy 

Chris Winnick 

You may be aware that the Trustees and Senior Management of Butterfly 

Conservation produce 5-year plans designed to sharpen and re-focus 

priorities to take the charity forward. Taking on many of the concerns 

mentioned above BC have published their latest ‘2021-2026 Strategy’ to 

reflect more than ever the growing urgency to take action for our butterflies 

and moths and their habitats….. before they are so degraded that our 

biodiversity will be permanently damaged.  

The 2021-26 Strategy has three key goals….. 

1) Halve the number of the UK’s threatened species of butterflies and 

moths. 

2) Improve the condition of 100 of the most important landscapes for 

butterflies and moths. 

3) Transform 100,000 wild spaces across in the UK for people, butterflies 

and moths. 

For further details of this bold and ambitious strategy and how we can all 

play a part to help please go to the main Butterfly Conservation web-site. In 
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the meantime, I have included a short article below from BC head office and 

Chris Packham especially written for branch newsletters……. 

We Choose Hope.  

Nature is in crisis in the UK. We are facing unprecedented loss thanks to 

both the climate crisis and a frightening crash in biodiversity. As many of 

you will know, since 1976, 76% of butterflies have declined in abundance or 

distribution while our larger moths have declined by 33% since 1968. We 

live in a world where many people are amazed to see butterflies and moths 

as they become increasingly uncommon. This is an untenable situation. 

Particularly as we know it doesn’t have to be this way. 

So, we are choosing another way. We choose hope and positive action to 

create a world where butterflies, moths and our environment thrives. We 

choose to fight for what we believe in. To do this Butterfly Conservation has 

just created the most ambitious plan of action (Saving Butterflies and 

Moths) we have ever produced in our 53-year history. 

Our plan enables key activities which will allow us to recover populations of 

butterflies and moths across the UK. It will also allow us to expand our 

outreach further and connect more people to nature in new ways. We will 

work even more closely with other conservation organisations, government 

and landowners together to fight for our wildlife. We will also act strategi-
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cally to tackle threats to species and manage land sustainably all across the 

UK.  

We will recover, transform and inspire to save our butterflies and moths. 

So, we actively choose a positive future, where land use is more sustainable, 

where threatened species are recovering and where butterflies and moths 

thrive alongside people. Saving Butterflies and Moths provides a pathway to 

that future. With our bold new approach and ambitious plans, we know that 

we can make a radical difference for butterflies, moths and the natural 

world we all love. 

"Right now, we are facing a man-

made disaster of global scale. The 

twin challenges of climate change 

and biodiversity loss are pushing 

much of the natural world to the 

brink – including many of our most 

treasured species. In the UK, the 

majority of our butterfly and moth 

species are in worrying decline”. 

Photo: Steve Doyle 
Lancashire Recording 2022 

At the beginning of the year I was persuaded to become a “verifier” for 

“iRecord” for vice-counties 59 (“South Lancashire” – between the Mersey 

and the Ribble) and 60 (“West Lancashire” – north of the Ribble). Shortly 

after this came Laura Sivell’s decision to step down as Lancashire recorder, 

so I in effect took over. I already held a database of Lancashire records going 

back to 1990 and including records up to 2019 in connection with my “Thirty 

Years” book of 2020, so bringing this up-to-date was not too onerous. 

Rupert Adams was already “verifier” for VC58 (Cheshire) and included the 

part of that vice-county that falls within “Greater Manchester”. I therefore 

Chris Packham 

Vice-President of Butterfly Conservation 
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left everything south of the Mersey to him (including Sale where I live) and 

concentrated on the lands to the north of that river. Having been “GM” 

recorder for 28 years I was well familiar with the “GM” part of VC59, and 

also had some experience with the rest of that vice-county, especially 

around Liverpool, and some of VC60; this year I have aimed to travel further 

into these vice-counties and get to know more of the sites within them: the 

obvious good sites but also some of the less obvious.  

Not for one minute would I deny the importance of “transect” recording – 

walking the identical route weekly throughout the butterfly season – but it’s 

not for me. Staying on tram-lines week after week is not something I can 

discipline myself to do, when there is a whole world of other places to 

explore, when I have my magic carpet (recte pensioner’s transport pass) 

which can get me virtually anywhere in 59 and quite a bit in 60 if timed 

carefully, at absolutely no cost. I have also been trying to collect some moth 

records within Lancashire for Stephen Palmer’s project and that required a 

lot of travelling. 

The daily “verifying” of “iRecord” has kept me up-to-date with what 

butterflies I ought to have been seeing, though it hasn’t always correspond-

ed with what I actually had been seeing. Frequently, someone else would 

record a species long before I saw it; e.g. numerous sightings of Painted 

Ladies Vanessa cardui had been reported from mid-April onwards but it was 

the 14th of August before I managed to see one, and I can’t make the excuse 

for cardui that I have to make with the likes of the White-letter and Purple 

Hairstreaks Satyrium w-album and 

Favonius quercus, that my ageing 

eyes have difficulty picking out tiny 

butterflies up around trees. (I did 

manage just three w-album and 

one quercus this season.) 

The 2022 Spring came: not all that 

many of the hibernators appeared 
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(the Brimstone Gonepteryx rhamni, Small Tortoiseshell Aglais urticae, 

Peacock Aglais io and Comma Polygonia c-album, but the lovely Orange-tip 

Anthocharis cardamines was out early and fared well. Sometimes I have a 

bad dream that I have missed this species’s brief season, but “touch wood” 

this has never happened. It surprises me how few other recorders submit 

records of the eggs and caterpillars of this species: they are so easy to find 

and provide something to look for on dull days. As well as the usual Cuckoo-

flower and Garlic-mustard they can sometimes be found on other Crucifers: 

on the 8th of May at the Leigh sewage farm/Hope Carr nature reserve, 

where the usual plants were absent, I found several eggs on isolated large 

plants of Rape. How well the caterpillars thrive on such plants is a matter for 

conjecture; females do their best to ensure continuation of the species in 

less than optimum conditions but for every success there must be many 

failures.  

As the spring advanced, it quickly became apparent that the Holly Blue 

Celastrina argiolus was having a very good season. Here again other 

observers saw it first, but I soon followed, and on 17th April captured-on-

camera this mating pair near Leigh. The abundance of this species continued 

with the second brood. 

Here I would add that some 

“iRecord” contributors were 

misidentifying C. argiolus as the 

Common Blue Polyommatus 

icarus. This was particularly the 

case with an observer in Stretford 

(whom obviously I am not going to 

name) who in spite of my rejecting 

his records and advising him what 

they almost certainly would have been, took absolutely no notice and 

continued to submit them regardless. 
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The first brood of the real P. icarus took some finding, though on 14th May 

at Bickershaw Country Park (ex-colliery) by a south-facing slope with good 

hostplant-habitat, I witnessed a singularly aggressive encounter where one 

male went hammer-and-tongs at another male invading his territory. There 

was also a Small Copper Lycaena phlaeas (now a scarce species, due to 

habitat loss through destruction for building and/or natural succession) 

which, when one of the Blues came near, illustrated well the comment by 

Richard South in The Butterflies of the British Isles (1906): “... from which 

vantage ground it dashes out with great alertness at any other small 

butterfly that may happen to fly that way ...” 

And what about the other spring Lycaenid, the brilliantly reflective Green 

Hairstreak Callophrys rubi? – the 29th of April was one of those “glass-blue 

days ... when every colour glows” (G.M. Hopkins) and in the late-afternoon 

these living emeralds abounded on 

the lower slopes of Holcombe Hill: 

it was uplifting. On the other hand, 

I had to work hard to find just four 

at White Coppice on 7th May 

(where this photograph was 

taken), and drew a blank on a 

sunless Haslingden Grane on 27th 

April. 

The in my opinion unpleasantly named Dingy Skipper Erynnis tages, though 

familiar on quite a few sites in VC60, is very rare in VC59, and is known from 

just ONE site within “greater Manchester”, where it was discovered by P. 

Berry in 2020. It was still present this year as this photograph, taken on 5th 

May, shows. The site, near Astley, is a former opencast coal-mine which 

may eventually become a country-park but is only partly restored and still 

actively used for tipping of spoil. Currently it is unfortunately not open to 

the public and visits are not permitted. The location where the photographs 

were taken appears to be fairly recent birch and sallow scrub, with 
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surprisingly little in the way of Bird’s-foot Trefoil. This spring I searched 

umpteen other sites around the former coalfield, several of which had much 

more host-plant and looked far more suitable, but in none of them could I 

find the butterfly; its presence at this one site is an enigma. 

At this point I feel I should mention two moths which superficially look 

rather like Dingy Skippers: similarly day-flying, low-flying, exactly the same 

size, very similar wing-shape, brown-looking – and surely worthy of just the 

same amount of attention: Callistege mi and Euclidia glyphica, or in the 

vernacular the Mother Shipton (delightful name!) and the Burnet Compan-

ion (not so appropriate; I have never yet seen one flying along with 

Burnets!). These photographs were taken on the 2nd and 7th of June 

respectively, at Huncoat Colliery and the Stretford tip. Having mentioned 

the Burnets, let me here add that I found them extremely scarce this year, 

recording a mere eleven all season, and in several places where they used 

to abound in hundreds there were none at all. 
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Moving further on into the season, more Hesperiidae news is that a report 

was received from N. Turner, backed by photographs, of Thymelicus lineola, 

the so-called “Essex” Skipper, in Fog Lane Park, Manchester, on 8th July. That 

very day I had tried for the species at Dove Stone (a site within “greater 

Manchester” but not in Lancashire, being in VC63) where J. Minchin had 

reported sightings in 2019 and 2021. I did not find it: every “Skipper” to 

which I could get close enough to examine the antennae was undoubtedly 

T. sylvestris, the Small Skipper. 

Our other Hesperiid, the Large Skipper Ochlodes sylvanus, was present as 

usual in suitable grass sites, not exactly in huge numbers. 

With the grassland Satyrines appearing in mid-June came another challenge 

for ageing eyes: whereas in former years at the sight of any dark-brown 

butterfly I would unhesitatingly note down “J” for the Meadow Brown 

Maniola jurtina, now one needs to look more closely to see whether it is the 

rapidly-spreading Ringlet Aphantopus hyperantus. With practice, one can 

see a difference in the flight: A. hyperantus is more sustained, less jerky and 

perhaps slightly more tolerant of marginal conditions. On 19th June at 

Pomona Docks, when the 

temperature and insolation began 

to pick up after a dull and rather 

cold morning I watched a male A. 

hyperantus patrolling: this male 

kept putting other butterflies up; 

all were M. jurtina and all just took 

short flights following the 

disturbance then settled back to 

rest. It would seem that as well as human eyes the butterflies themselves 

have some difficulty differentiating between the two species: on 2nd July at 

Walmersey golf course near Bury I witnessed a male A. hyperantus trying 

hard to mate with a female M. jurtina, but not succeeding (see photograph 
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taken just after the failed attempt, where the two seem to be almost kissing 

each other). 

In the increasingly arid days of summer, the other Satyrines put on a typical 

show: the Speckled Wood Pararge aegeria frequent in suitable (woodland) 

habitats (and some unsuitable suburban ones if  some “iRecords” are to be 

believed); the Gatekeeper Pyronia tithonus very abundant in grassland from 

mid-July, starting a month later than M. jurtina and finishing earlier; the 

Small Heath Coenonympha pamphilus apparent in hills and by the coast as 

far south as Seaforth (when surveying Liverpool intensively in 2019 I did not 

find it, but it isn’t far away). In the past there have been reports of C. 

pamphilus from unlikely locations away from coast/hills: more than one 

photograph of M. jurtina in “iRecord” this year misidentified as C. pamphilus 

hint at the explanation. 

Of the large Nymphalids, my experience was that for much of the season 

the one that fared best was the Comma Polygonia c-album. I suppose the 

Red Admiral Vanessa atalanta had a fairly good immigration and may yet 

have an autumnal fling; as regards the Painted Lady V. cardui I have already 

mentioned how everyone else seemed to see immigrants but I didn’t. Hopes 

for a better summer showing of the Small Tortoiseshell and Peacock Aglais 

urticae and A. io than in recent years were not realised. 

Finally, the “Whites”: it was quite clear to me that, as has become the rule, 

the Small White Pieris rapae far outnumbered the other two; the Green-

veined White P. napi was next and the Large White P. brassicae in 

comparison decidedly scarce, though it rallied a little in the second brood. 

What became even clearer was that, once again, some “iRecord” contribu-

tors were submitting records in proportions totally at variance with my 

experience. The observer from Stretford mentioned in connection with the 

Blues was a case in point, claiming vastly more P. brassicae than the other 

two, and continuing to claim them regardless of my repeated rejections as 

“unable to verify”. The Whites are difficult to identify in flight – but there 

were several instances where contributors had backed their sighting with a 
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Give As You Live winter campaign: 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Anyone who signs up to Give As You Live to support Butterfly Conservation 
(BC) and shops through Give As You Live three times between now and De-
cember 31st will win a £10 bonus for BC. 
For those already generously using Give As You Live to support BC, this is a 
great time of year to turn your Christmas shopping into donations to help 
save butterflies, moths and the environment. 
It’s easy to sign up using this link https://butrfli.es/3CA2sXF 

photograph and misidentified the photograph, indeed at least one where 

the photograph was P. brassicae and had been misidentified as one of the 

others! Once again, may I appeal to recorders: please take care with the 

Whites; don’t dismiss them as unimportant or guess at the identifications: 

try your best to get them right. 

There are several species which I haven’t mentioned: the scarcer, more 

localised ones. That is because I haven’t seen them; I am conscious that this 

is a rather personal account with a lot about what I’ve seen and not much 

about what anyone else has. I have written it in mid-August, not quite the 

end of the season, so there may yet be some surprises, and when more 

records are in, it may be possible to get a more balanced assessment. 

Peter Hardy 

https://butrfli.es/3CA2sXF
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The Pearl-bordered Fritillary – 

Research Overview: PART 1 

 

In 2018, I started a PhD looking at one of our rarest butterflies; the pearl-

bordered fritillary. I conducted fieldwork in Lancashire and south Cumbria 

but my research also delved into the past, drawing upon historical 

abundance data from the United Kingdom Butterfly Monitoring Scheme 

(UKBMS) and utilising pinned museum specimens collected from the 

Morecambe Bay area historically. Two field seasons and a global pandemic 

later, I have finished my studies and Chris has kindly invited me to share a 

summary of my research findings with you. Here, in part one, I’ll outline the 

focus of the research and methodologies used, then in part two I will share 

some of the key research findings.  

The pearl-bordered 

fritillary (Fig. 1) is a 

specialist butterfly, which 

occupies early successional 

habitat including  

woodland clearings and 

open grassland habitats, 

with scattered scrub and 

bracken, such as those 

found in the Morecambe 

Bay Limestones. The larvae 

of this species feed exclusively on violets and require a warm microclimate 

for development, which takes place in the early spring. The species has 

faced dramatic declines in the UK with abundance decreasing by 71% 

between 1976 and 2014. Although Morecambe Bay, here in the north-west 

of England, has long held the reputation as the national stronghold for this 

species, pearl-bordered fritillary populations in this region are also in 

decline and several colonies have been lost over the last decade. Several 
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traits, including its limited dispersal capacity and narrow ecological niche, 

make the pearl-bordered fritillary highly vulnerable to habitat fragmenta-

tion and other modes of environmental change. Dispersal ability is an 

important consideration in conservation, as it determines community 

dynamics and species’ survival in fragmented landscapes, as well as the 

ability to move to more suitable areas as the climate changes. In order to 

understand dispersal behaviour better, I conducted a mark-release-

recapture at a core site network in the Morecambe Bay region. This 

involved marking butterflies with a unique ID code before releasing them 

unharmed (Fig. 2).  

By recording the location of captures and the subsequent recaptures of 

marked individuals, a picture of population size and mobility can be built up. 

These results can be used to identify areas of suitable breeding habitat or 

barriers to movement. Mark-release-recapture studies are, however, very 

time consuming and labour intensive, and in the field, distinguishing the 

pearl-bordered and small pearl-bordered fritillaries can be quite tricky. 

When they are both on the wing, the small pearl-bordered fritillary tends to 

be noticeably fresher and brighter in appearance, as it emerges later than 

the pearl-bordered. But there are some additional tips that can be helpful 
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for identification. The pearl-bordered fritillary has distinct black triangles 

along the forewing edge (Fig. 3a) while the small pearl-bordered has black 

chevrons connected to the border (Fig. 3b) giving it a more ‘lacy’ appear-

ance. Spots on the forewing are positioned midway between the neighbour-

ing markings in the pearl-bordered (Fig. 3c) while in the small pearl-

bordered these are positioned towards the wing edge (Fig. 3d). 

ID is much easier for the underwing. The pearl-bordered only has two 

distinct white pearls on the main part of the wing, one of which forms the 

beak of the characteristic ‘duck’s head’ pattern (Fig. 4a). The pearl-bordered 

fritillary also has less black on the underside of the wing, giving an overall 

impression of light orange and yellow. By contrast, the small pearl-bordered 

has several white pearls and is more colourful, giving an impression of dark 

red and cream, with prominent dark veins and black markings towards the 

wing edge (Fig. 4b overleaf).  

In addition to the mark-release-recapture, I wanted to investigate other 

methods to assess dispersal behaviour and in particular to look at how this 

may have changed over time. The size and shape of the wings and thorax of 

a butterfly can also give an indication of how far that individual might be 

able to disperse. During the mark-release-recapture, I photographed the 

butterflies I caught in the field to allow me to take measurements of these 

flight-related morphological traits. As well as seeing how well morphological 

traits including wing length and thorax size correlated with the distance 
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individual butterflies were observed dispersing, I used museum specimens 

to make comparisons between traits present in butterflies from current and 

historical populations. Natural history collections are a valuable resource, 

which can be used to investigate species’ responses to environmental 

changes. Increased isolation of habitat patches may have driven changes in 

dispersal capacity over time and I hypothesised that this would be 

accompanied by observable changes in butterfly morphology.  

As well as the fieldwork component of my research, I looked at historical 

population abundance data from pearl-bordered fritillary colonies across 

England. Butterflies are well recorded relative to other insect groups and  

long-standing monitoring programmes such as the UKBMS provide data on 

trends in species distribution and abundance. Under the UKBMS, fixed-route 

transects are walked weekly between April and September, at sites across 

the UK, with butterfly species and abundance recorded. I used data from 46 

of these transect sites to investigate factors that are important for species 

persistence and abundance in England. The influence of a range of site 

characteristics including climatic, habitat and spatial variables were 

investigated using statistical modelling. I predicted that extinction risk 

would be greater at more geographically isolated sites, that factors 

including temperature and rainfall would influence populations and that 

populations occupying woodland may respond differently to those in more 
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Lancashire Branch YouTube Channel 

https://bit.ly/3mMMnEf 

Have you taken a look at our collection of videos and presentations yet? We now 

have 16 for you to watch and enjoy, including Trevor Davenport’s “Photographing 

Butterflies & Moths”, a walk through of the branch sightings pages, and an update 

on the Green Recovery of Morecambe Bay Woodlands by Martin Wain. 

Why not subscribe to the channel and be notified as soon as we upload anything 

new. 

open habitats. As nitrogen deposition can promote microclimate cooling via 

increased vegetation growth, I predicted that it would have a negative 

effect on the species by decreasing habitat suitability for larval develop-

ment.  

Focusing on the Morecambe Bay Region, I also used the transect data to 

assess population connectivity by looking at how annual fluctuations in 

abundance were correlated between sites and how these patterns in 

population synchrony might decline with distance or depending on habitat 

structure. I predicted that further apart sites, and those separated by 

habitat such as woodland, which could impede dispersal, would show less 

correlation in population abundance.  

Overall my research aimed to assess dispersal behaviour highlight factors 

that may be limiting current populations. Although the habitat require-

ments of many species of Lepidoptera are relatively well understood, there 

is a need to review and adapt management recommendations in the 

context of environmental change. In the next article I will share the key 

findings of the study and how these may inform future conservation efforts. 

 

Dr Alex Blomfield 

https://bit.ly/3mMMnEf
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Interested in Recording Moths 

but don’t have a trap? 

We could lend you the equipment! 

In return, all we ask is that you submit 

your moth records via one of the routes 

detailed in the pack that you will receive. 

The kit includes: 

• 20W mains-operated moth trap 

• Identification guides 

• Specimen pots 

• Instructions to submit records 

If interested, please email the branch at  

secretary@lancashire-butterflies.org.uk 

mailto:secretary@lancashire-butterflies.org.uk
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Moth Trapping—My Experience with the Lancashire 

Branch Loan Moth Trap 

 

Years ago, I was lucky enough to go on a field course at Woodchester Park in 

Gloucestershire. Coupled with the excitement of Badger watching every 

evening from the comfort of the hostel lounge was the thrill of watching the 

opening of the moth trap every morning. Years later, I still remember the 

strange names - Dark Arches, Heart & Dart, Silver Y, Angle Shades - and, 

ever since, have wanted a light trap of my own. 

In the early 2000s, too short of cash to shell out for a properly manufac-

tured light trap, I did once try to knock one up using a basic guide from the 

internet. The plan was to see if my home-made job managed to attract any 

moths and, if it did, to progress to buying a proper model. However, 

although I set the trap up several times through one summer I failed to 

catch a single moth! I gave up on the idea thinking, erroneously as it turned 

out,  that there were no moths to trap in my tiny suburban garden.  

So, when I saw the notice in the Branch newsletter last autumn, offering 

members the chance to borrow a light trap kit, I replied straight away. 

Finally, after about 40 years of wanting to give this a go, I may get the 

chance, even though I wasn’t hopeful that there would be any moths to 

catch. To my surprise, I was the first to respond and was told I would be 

able to have the light trap kit in February of this year. 

I picked the trap up from the branch on the 27th February and set it up in 

the garden that evening. Although it wasn’t as easy as that sounds. Not only 

was the trap brand new and needed assembling - a fairly straightforward 

job - but I had no power source outside so I also had to make a quick trip to 

B&Q to get myself an outdoor electric socket and some flex. Two hours and 

a bit of drilling and wiring later and I had power outside. Even if the moth 

trapping was unsuccessful, I was already winning - putting in an outside 

socket had been on my to-do list for years. 
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I won’t say I jumped out of bed full of excitement and anticipation and ran 

down to the garden the following morning mainly because at my age 

running anywhere is now a little hazardous but I was keen to see if there 

was anything in the trap. The trap kit came complete with twenty sample 

bottles and two guide books listing the 900 or so species of macro moth and 

1500ish species of micro moth so surely I should have managed to catch 

something? 

But as I suspected - nothing. Not a single moth. Seems I was right - my 

garden was too small and too urban for moths. And yet we do get a few 

flying into the house during the summer. 

The advice is not to trap on consecutive nights as this increases the chance 

of the same individuals being trapped on a repeated basis but as I had 

caught nothing the first night I left the trap out for the following night. 

Expectations were low. 

As I started to go through the egg boxes it seemed that again there would 

be nothing but then - my first moth. And a second. 

PICTURE 3: Angle Shades. PICTURE 4: Hebrew Character 

During March numbers increased steadily and by the end of the month and 

across April I was regularly getting around 20 to 30 individuals from about 5 

to 10 species each time I put the trap out - generally a couple of times a 

Light Trap Ready For Use.  Light Trap Attracting Moths! 
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week. I was really pleased with these numbers and with having been proved 

so wrong: there were moths about in my little garden. 

However, having caught the things and carefully transferred them to sample 

bottles I now had a real problem - what on earth were they? As beginner, 

moth ID is very daunting. The trapping kit came with two guides, the Field 

Guide to the Micro Moths of Great Britain and Ireland and the Field Guide 

to the Macro Moths of Great Britain and Ireland - both of which contained 

hundreds of moths. So, which were mine? 

Leafing through pages of ID plates trying to match my few specimens to the 

pictures was very time consuming and apparently ineffective. So many of 

them all look the same! Fortunately there are a couple of short cuts the best 

of which is a fantastic website called What’s Flying Tonight. This website 

lists, with pictures up to 100 of the most common sighting in each particular 

area on every night. This allowed me to focus in on what I was most likely to 

have caught and then confirm this by looking at the pictures and reading the 

details in the guide book. 

Another aid is the recording spreadsheet. As part of the loan, I was asked to 

record each catch using either MapMate or the dedicated Macro and Micro 

moth spreadsheets produced by the Lancashire Moth Recording group. I 

chose the latter mainly because I am the sort of geek who loves spread-

sheets (at least that’s what the wife tells me!). This spreadsheet is semi-

automated and not only does it make it very easy to record each nights 

Angle Shades Hebrew Character 
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catch but also gives valuable information on the likelihood of each species 

recorded. The fact that each species I caught was shown to be common in 

my area helped me be confident in my initial IDs. If still in doubt a picture 

uploaded to the Lancashire Lepidoptera Facebook page usually produced 

quick and accurate identifications of any I was not certain of. When all these 

attempts at ID failed the County Recorder was always more than happy to 

ID any picture I emailed to her as well as to provide help and advice. 

By the end of April, I was confidently 

identifying 20 or more species and coming 

to terms with the fact that within species 

there was often an enormous amount of 

variation. Early on I had often sorted my 

moths into several different species only 

to find that most belonged to one very 

variable species, such as Clouded Drab. Clouded Drab 

Common Quaker Oak Beaty 

Early Thorn Coxcomb Prominent 
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Numbers dropped off in May and I wondered what the rest of the year 

would bring. Tons and tons of yellow underwings was the answer! As June 

moved into July catch numbers increased and I was regularly getting well 

over 50 individuals and 15 or so different species each night. Most 

interesting was the fact that the groups I was catching clearly changed from 

spring into summer. Orthosias such as the Common Quaker had been the 

dominant group in the spring, but by the summer these had largely 

disappeared to be replaced by a much wider range of species but most of all 

by yellow underwings of all types. On 4th August, during the heatwave 

numbers topped out at 87 individuals from 14 different species of which 53 

were Large Yellow Underwings. 

It was during June that my time with the loan of the trap came to an end 

and I reluctantly had to pass it on to the next lucky recipient. However, the 

bug had bitten. I received my own brand new light trap purchased through 

the internet the next day and so did not miss a beat. 

Dot Moth Buff Ermine 

Poplar Hawkmoth Broad-bordered Yellow  

Underwing 
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In total, between 27th February and 30th September I have caught a little 

over 1500 individuals and identified 133 species. Some of my special 

favourites caught during the summer are shown below.  

And that would have been that except for the nagging feeling at the back of 

my mind that I wasn’t quite doing all I should have been doing. What about 

that other guide book, the one about Micro Moths? During the year, I had 

tried to look at one or two of these and had identified a couple such as the 

Twenty Plumed moth and Small Magpie but the others...well they were so 

small and so flighty and I had enough to do trying to get to grips with all the 

bigger ones. 

Then I went to the Lancs Branch AGM and listened to an inspirational talk by 

Steve Benner entitled Micro-Lepidoptera - the moths everyone hates (& why 

you shouldn’t!). Consequently, in August and September I have desperately 

been trying to come to terms with these tiny little beasties that previously 

flitted away out of my trap before I could catch them. I have managed to ID 

a few species, see below, but have barely begun to scratch the surface - 

something more to look forward to next year then. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

So, an enormous thank you to the Lancashire Branch for setting up this 

scheme and for loaning me the moth trapping kit. I can thoroughly and 

wholeheartedly recommend it. Could there possibly be a better way to 

spend a couple a mornings a week throughout the summer than opening a 

light trap and marvelling at the beauty within? 

Ypsolopha seguella Agriphila tristella 
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Zen and the Art of Seeking Out The UK’s  
Butterfly Species by Motorcycle 

Part One 

Text & Photography by Jeremy Cuff/www.ja-universe.com 

According to what you can easily find on Google, “Zen” is described as a 

state of calm attentiveness in which one's actions are guided by intui-

tion rather than by conscious effort. You could surely describe the best 

motorcycling experiences in this way, a state that I’ve found is certainly 

attainable by riding stunning roads such as the Route des Grands Alpes in 

the French Alps, or the Wild Atlantic Way in Ireland for example.  In a play 

on words with the well-known book Zen and the Art of Motorcycle 

Maintenance, we would keep the “motorcycle” but replace the 

“maintenance aspect” with seeking butterflies (in itself, an activity that 

approached “Zen” as we got more and more into it). But how did this come 

about? 

Well, back in October 2019, whilst enjoying some drinks one evening with 

my childhood friend Simon Russell (known to friends as Fuzzy or Fuzz), a 

plan was hatched to seek out the species of UK butterflies that we hadn’t 

seen, would like to see again, or weren’t sure that we’d seen.  

It sounded like a great project for us, so we chinked glasses in celebration of 

our new aim. For myself, I vowed to do it all by motorcycle, and Fuzz, being 

a motorcyclist himself, would also travel by two wheels 

on most occasions. The project was on. 

We came up with our butterfly “hit list” and re-

searched places to find them, along with their flight 

times. Ideally, we thought it good if “the project” could 

be done in a single year as Patrick Barkham had 

described doing in his book The Butterfly Isles (though 

without the motorcycle), but this was unlikely due to 

our various commitments of work, family and other 
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stuff that we each had going on. A certain pandemic (that wasn’t really a 

topic in 2019) would exacerbate these constraints, so it would be done over 

three summers (and is still in progress at the time of writing). 

Our travels would take us near, far and wide in search of the species on our 

“hit list” – from Battlesbury Hill near Warminster in Wiltshire close to where 

I live, to further flung areas such as Hickling Broad in Norfolk for the 

Swallowtail, Aish Tor on the southern fringes of Dartmoor for High Brown 

Fritillary, the Knepp Wildlands in Sussex for His Imperial Majesty, the Purple 

Emperor, Compton Bay on the Isle of Wight for the Glanville Fritillary, 

Branscombe in Devon for the Wood White, Green Down in Somerset for the 

Large Blue, and to an area well-known to many Butterfly Conservation 

(Cumbria) members, the Smardale Gill National Nature Reserve near Kirkby 

Stephen. 

Space doesn’t allow for each of story of our trips to be told, so I’ve selected 

three that I hope will be of interest and enjoyment, including our visit “up 

North” to Smardale Gill. In “Part Two” to be published in the Autumn, I 

hope to describe our return to Cumbria in search of the Mountain Ringlet, 

the Large Heath and the Northern Brown Argus, all of which are on our “hit 

list” for 2022. 

THE HIGHLY ENDANGERED HIGH BROWN FRITILLARY – The Last Day of 
May 2020 
 
The plight of the High Brown Fritillary in the UK is depressing, the species 

having suffered a catastrophic decline in distribution, arguably making it our 

most threatened butterfly. We therefore had to see it whilst it was still 

possible to do so. 

I knew that they were found on a few sites in the Southern valleys of 

Dartmoor, so I kept a regular eye on the Devon Butterflies social media 

feed, learning that some High Browns had emerged (very) early. Aish Tor 

seemed like the place to go according to the blog, but Fuzz had also 

suggested Hembury Wood (from a book that he had). 
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I looked forward to this day. It was a relatively early start; I was on the road 

at precisely 7.48am, having cooked breakfast and checked my moth trap 

before I went. It was bliss to be hitting the road (after hardly having gone 

anywhere since the beginning of “lockdown one” in late March) with the 

sun behind me on an eerily quiet A303. As always, I enjoyed the climb up 

into the Blackdown Hills, and would be at Fuzz’s place at Payhembury (near 

Honiton) for socially distanced tea, coffee and catch up in his garden before 

setting off for Dartmoor. 

We took the route from Payhembury to Cullompton and jumped onto the 

M5 heading South West, which becomes the A38 after Exeter. It was an 

uneventful cruise to Ashburton, where we would turn off and head into the 

valleys of Dartmoor’s lower reaches. On the climb up the hill out of 

Newbridge, close to our destination, a large fritillary flew alongside the 

road. It was probably a High Brown, though it could have been a Dark 

Green. We both noticed it. 

My “dress rehearsal” for this type of trip had worked well, with enough 

room in the bike’s panniers to store everything securely that we weren’t 

carrying, with my helmet and Fuzz’s leather jacket chained to my rear wheel 

with a padlock. 

We didn’t know which way to go, so 

we walked “up and around” the Tor, 

catching brilliant views of the Dart 

Valley below. We spotted a few Small 

Heaths and a Green Hairstreak, but 

no sign of any fritillaries. We 

suspected we were too high up, and 

that the best place was further 

downhill; we spoke to others who appeared to think the same. 

We headed purposely downhill, and after crossing what seemed like an 

invisible line, it was spectacular. We met a butterfly enthusiast (and former 

motorcycle circuit racer) who had a lot of knowledge of the site; he’d just 
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seen 30 or 40 specimens. Soon, we would see the same. Also, there were 

decent amounts of Small Pearl Bordered Fritillaries still on the wing, a 

species I’d not seen since I was 10 years old in a glade in Longleat Woods, 

near where the Center Parcs holiday park is now located. Fuzz was also with 

me then. There’s none there anymore. 

Despite the fabulous number of sightings, we decided to up-sticks and try 

Hembury Wood in the afternoon a few miles away, but it was very different. 

We hardly saw any butterflies at all. Maybe we went to the wrong areas, 

but we didn’t give up on it easily, covering quite a bit of ground. I think the 

most promising area we found was an open area with a West facing aspect, 

but even there we saw virtually nothing. Things must have changed at 

Hembury Wood. It was a magical day nonetheless, and an ambition fulfilled. 

UNDERCLIFF SEARCH FOR THE WOOD WHITE – Late April 2021 

Until most recently, Fuzz tended to use books to find information about 

butterfly sites, but I got him more into using the immediacy of blogs and 

social media profiles run by the Butterfly Conservation local groups in order 

to find out where the sightings are occurring in real-time.  

Our previous year’s visit to Aish Tor and Hembury Wood was a good 

example of this; bloggers had posted news of High Brown Fritillary 

emergences at Aish Tor, whilst Hembury Wood was listed as a High Brown 

Fritillary site in a book. We saw plenty at Aish Tor, but couldn’t find any at 

Hembury later the same day. The world had moved on, but the book hadn’t. 

On the same train of thought, I’d seen a post by someone reporting a first 

sighting of a Wood White on the undercliff at Axmouth, on the South Devon 

coast. These fascinating areas between Axmouth and Lyme Regis, and 

between Beer, Branscombe and Sidmouth are a known stronghold for this 

species. On the face of it, exposed coastal cliffs seem like improbable 

locations to search for such a delicate, frail looking butterfly, but something 

about this habitat clearly works for them. 
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It was late April, the release from lockdown had been recently granted, and 

the weather was favourable, so we decided to go for a look. I set off early, 

deciding to go via the Somerset Levels for a change, but found the traffic 

was quite busy (it was a Friday), and it took longer than I thought it would. I 

ended up resorting to a stint on the M5 (not something I wanted to do), but 

it ate up the miles and I got to Fuzz’s at around 9.20 (rather than my 

planned 9.00). A pot of tea in the garden was most welcome after my mad 

dash. 

We’d both done a bit of research on the area at Axmouth we needed to 

visit, planning our time to search the accessible parts of the Undercliff 

National Nature Reserve. Though it ultimately proved unsuccessful in terms 

of the Wood White, we sighted various Spring species such as Orange Tip, 

Dingy Skipper, Green Hairstreak and even a Clouded Yellow. 

As the good weather continued 

to hold, we took the opportunity 

to try again a couple of days 

later. This time we visited 

Branscombe, and sighted our 

first specimen within ten minutes 

of commencing our search, on 

the cliffside behind some beach 

huts on the Western side of the 

beach. I punched the air. 

However, this side of the beach looked less promising overall (and certainly 

less accessible), so we decided to concentrate our efforts above the Eastern 

side of the beach in the coastal scrub and woods that forms the undercliff 

(which is part of the South West Coast path, as it is at Axmouth). 

We searched for a while, and whilst squeezing past a group of hikers 

(strangely awkward in Covid times, as there wasn’t enough space to socially 

distance), a Wood White fluttered by. We immediately realised what we’d 

seen, so we decided to stay in the area and see if it would return. 
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It did, and we watched it patrol a small 

section of the coast path, sometimes 

pausing to nectar on a specific Vetch 

flower. The Wood White is described as 

being constantly active in suitable 

weather, so to capture images of it 

nectaring were unexpected, and we also 

witnessed a “near mating” when a 

potential suitor arrived on the scene. We watched them face each other and 

touch antennae, but they decided not to take the encounter any further. 

Whilst we watched and photographed the action, spending nearly two 

hours, we were passed by various walkers, none of whom noticed what they 

were brushing past, and on one occasion, an oblivious walker almost stood 

on the nectaring insect as we crouched next to it. Nor did anyone enquire as 

to what we were looking at with our cameras in hand. We decided that it 

was metaphor for what is wrong with everything in the world; a national 

rarity unnoticed and ignored, and therefore not cared about. And these are 

people were enthusiasts of the outdoors and probably “into” nature. 

STILL THEY RISE UP IN THE SUN, AND IN CELEBRATION WE RAISED A 

GLASS; THE SCOTCH ARGUS AND A CUMBRIAN PUB STAY – August 2021 

I’d never really thought much about the Scotch Argus, a seemingly remote 

and unknown species to me, but as we approached the flight season, I 

suggested to Fuzz that we seize the moment and head up North to search 

for it. We could either visit the iconic butterfly site of Arnside Knott near the 

coast just South of the Lake District, or try the Smardale Gill National Nature 

Reserve near Kirkby Stephen further inland. After some online research, I 

preferred the idea of Smardale Gill, primarily due to the historic “numbers” 

in the reported sightings. Someone counted 447 specimens a few days 

before our visit, for example. 

The pandemic had resulted in very few people travelling abroad (even when 

it became possible to do so), with most choosing UK staycations instead. 



35 

Despite many places being fully booked, I found a perfect base for our 

Scotch Argus search in the lovely village of Dent; a real ale and food-serving 

pub called the George and Dragon (about 20 miles from Smardale Gill). We 

booked three nights. 

For the ride up, I decided to set off the evening before, taking in some areas 

to the West of the Cotswolds (Stroud, Tewkesbury and Pershore) before 

stopping overnight beside the M6 on the edge of Birmingham at Walsall. 

This gave me the option of having a decent ride up through the Peak District 

and Pennines the following day, whilst still allowing time for an afternoon 

“reconnaissance” visit to Smardale Gill weather permitting. 

My route from Birmingham took me via Cannock Chase, then Rugeley, 

Uttoxeter, Cheadle, Buxton, Sparrowpit, the spectacular Winnats Pass, then 

Castleton and up across the moorland landscape near the fabulously named 

Wigtwizzle, then through Huddersfield, Halifax and Keighley to Skipton 

where I stopped for a break. Fuelled by cake and caffeine, I pushed towards 

Dent where the milestone of precisely 30,000 miles was reached on my 

BMW R1200 GS Adventure as I pulled up at the George and Dragon pub; it 

was a nice moment.  

The weather forecast fluctuated wildly on the 

lead-up to our visit, and though the outlook 

was not perfect, I was confident we’d get our 

sightings. As I progressed North through the 

Peak District and Pennines, the weather was 

warm and still, so Fuzz (who’d driven up) 

agreed to meet me at the reserve and spend 

an hour or so. Anything we saw then would be 

a bonus. 

I checked in, took my bags to our room and 

rode on to Smardale Gill to meet Fuzz. It was a 

nice ride, through Dentdale to Sedbergh, then 

continuing amid great scenery and good 
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biking roads to Kirkby Stephen, and through the back lanes to the reserve. 

We saw our first Scotch Argus specimens and retreated happily back to the 

George and Dragon, hungry for food and thirsting for a couple of beers. 

Next morning, we made our commute to the reserve, Fuzz having brought 

his biking gear so that he could ride pillion with me. It was very windy, and 

worse than the forecast had suggested, but we had a good day nonetheless, 

seeing many Scotch Argus specimens as well as fresh Painted Ladies, Small 

Tortoiseshells, Red Admirals and Peacocks in some of the more sheltered 

spots.  

That evening, we deliberated over our options at the George and Dragon, 

considering a visit to Arnside Knott the following day rather than Smardale 

Gill, but in the end we went for Smardale again. This time, the weather was 

better than the forecast. We revisited some areas of the reserve that were 

productive from the first full day, as well as some new areas that we didn’t 

check the previous day, such as the abandoned kilns and quarry alongside 

the old railway track. We were also hoping for a very late Northern Brown 

Argus (another species on our list), but it wasn’t to be, though we did find a 

singleton Common Blue that had been battered by the wind and rain to the 

point of being almost unrecognisable. 

Before we left the reserve, we visited the bird hide and saw several Tree 

Sparrows feeding on the peanuts put out by the wardens (a scarce species, 

and a first for Fuzz), and just before we walked out, a pristine Red Squirrel 

capped off a great weekend of wildlife.  

This time we didn’t ride straight back to the George and Dragon, as we had 

a table booked for dinner at the “famous” Tan Hill Inn, the UK’s highest 

altitude pub, and perhaps the only one that possesses a snow plough. We 

enjoyed our pub grub, and headed back to Dent across the moors, 

scattering Grouse, avoiding unpredictable sheep and taking great care on 

gripless road surfaces and cattle grids as a band of rain moved in. 
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In Peter Eeles recent landmark book “Lifecycles of British & Irish Butterflies”, 

he describes the Scotch Argus’ habits as “retreating among grasses as soon 

as clouds appear, only to reappear again when the sun comes out …it is 

fascinating to watch an apparently dormant landscape come alive with 

butterflies as the clouds move away.” This was what we witnessed, on those 

three magical days in the fickle weather of Eastern Cumbria; still they rise 

up in the warmth of the sun. And in celebration, we raised a glass and had a 

drink in the George and Dragon. 

On the Sunday, it was time for the 

long ride home to Wiltshire. I 

decided to make a day of it, 

stopping at Settle to hatch a route 

plan over a pot of tea. My ride for 

the day (in mixed conditions) took 

me through Colne, Trawden, 

Hebden Bridge, Ripponden, 

Denshaw, Delph, Holmfirth, 

Glossop, Buxton, Leek, Stoke-on-

Trent, then across to the West, 

skirting south of Shrewsbury, then 

Church Stretton, Craven Arms, Hereford, Monmouth, the Wye Valley, across 

the Severn on the M48, then along the M4 to Bath and home. I was very 

much in the zone, no mistakes, the riding feeling very intuitive, very “Zen” in 

fact. It was a great weekend all round. 

Our butterfly species “hitlist” contained as follows;  Duke of Burgundy Fritillary, 

Marsh Fritillary, Heath Fritillary, Pearl Bordered Fritillary, Small Pearl Bordered 

Fritillary, Glanville Fritillary, High Brown Fritillary, Silver Washed Fritillary (valesina 

form), Purple Emperor, White Admiral, Large Tortoiseshell, Wood White, Cryptic 

Wood White, Purple Hairstreak, White Letter Hairstreak, Black Hairstreak, Brown 

Hairstreak, Swallowtail, Mountain Ringlet, Large Heath, Scotch Argus, Silver 

Studded Blue, Large Blue, Northern Brown Argus, Chequered Skipper, Silver Spotted 

Skipper, Lulworth Skipper, Essex Skipper. 
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Photographic Competition 2022 

 
Congratulations to our overall winner this year, Stephen Suttill, with his 

photo of Pyrausta aurata taken at Puddle Clay Pits SBI, Mossley (front cover 

photo) and winning a £25 NHBS voucher. 

Congratulations must also go to our overall runner-up, John Cobham, with 

his photo of Comma on Wallflower (back cover photo) taken at Hic Bibi, 

Coppull. 

Congratulations also to all our entrants, it is always a pleasure to go through 

the entries, much harder to vote for your favourites! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

As we have had so few entries, we have taken the decision to shelve the 

competition for the time being, fingers crossed that we may re-introduce it 

in the not-too-distant future! 
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Editor’s Note:  

I’m not going to apologise that this following article relates to Cumbria as 

the site is in South Cumbria and a great place to see Small Blue (Cupido 

minimus) which we do not have in Lancashire. I went to see them myself in 

June 2021 at this site and was delighted by the species richness both in 

terms of butterflies but also flora. 

The Butterflies of Ormsgill Slag Banks. 

Helen Wallace 

Derelict land, “the slags”, as they are affection-

ately called, are a haven for over 20 species of 

butterfly, a similar number of moth species and 

abundant wild flowers, including Bird’s Foot 

Trefoil, Kidney Vetch, Bee Orchid, Bugle and Red 

Clover. 

On first seeing Barrow’s equivalent of the white 

cliffs of Dover, namely Ormsgill Slag banks, you 

may be tempted to write them off as an eyesore. An accumulation of more 

than a century worth of waste from the former iron & steel works, does not 

immediately look very appealing. 

But those lepidopterists who have already visited the site know the folly of 

judging a book by its cover. Thanks to work started in the 1990’s to reclaim 

the  

One of the earliest annual Cumbria BC branch field trips is a spring visit to 

the slags to look for Small Blue (Cupido Minimus) This thriving colony was a 

planned introduction when local ecologist Sam Griffin captured and 

relocated approximately 100 adult Small Blues from Workington Station car 

park to the site in 2015.  
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Due to the abundance of yellow Kidney Vetch, which thrives in the low-

nutrient soil, Small Blues are doing so well that the Slags have become a 

donor site for other reintroductions. Ellie Kent, from BOOM, trained 

volunteers to capture, mark and recapture Small Blues between the end of 

May to July 2021 with results showing a very healthy population. They also 

discovered that individual adults of this species live for an average of 9 days. 

 A 2nd brood of Small Blue is a 

common occurrence at the slag 

banks and last year they were still 

being recorded in the 1st week of 

September. (A second site in 

Barrow, at Cavendish Dock, also has 

a small colony of Small Blue; it is 

likely that they migrated there from 

the Slag Banks). 

Ormsgill is also good for spotting Common Blue, Dingy Skipper, Grayling, 

Wall Brown and Small Heath while Speckled Wood are abundant along the 

northern path through the trees. On a sunny day in late May or early June it 

is possible to find a delightful number of these species and up to 15 

additional species. A butterfly ‘feast’! 

Moths commonly seen include Burnet Companion, Mother Shipton and 

Burnets- both 5 spot and 6 spot. Sporadic sightings have included Eyed 

hawkmoth, Small Elephant hawkmoth, Blackneck and the lovely micro 

moth, Scoparia Pyralella. My most interesting sighting to date was a 

Leucistic Ringlet, which was apricot in colour, rather than the normal dark 

brown. 

For those wanting to do a self-guided walk around the slag banks the car 

park is OS ref. SD192712 (LA14 4QZ) The circular walk takes about 45 

minutes and is mainly on good paths, with two short, sharp climbs, one of 

which is on grass which can be very slippery when wet. 
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Leave the carpark at the far end and follow the road uphill. Just before the 

bridge there is a grassy area on the right where you may see Comma, Large 

and Small skippers and Meadow Brown. Once under the bridge, turn sharp 

right up a steep, narrow path looking out for Speckled Wood as soon as the 

path flattens out. Just before a fork, look at the 

wild flower patches on the right and left for 

Common Blue, Skippers, Small Copper and 

other common species like Meadow Brown, 

Ringlet and Gatekeeper. Take the tarmac path 

beyond the barrier, adjacent to the railway 

line. Between here and the wooded area at the 

end is where you are most likely to see Small 

and Common Blue and Dingy Skipper. Once on 

the path through the wood, look out for 

Speckled Wood, Comma and dragon and 

damselflies flying up and down. 

Back out into the open, with the sea immediately in front, turn left and 

steeply uphill, to follow the line of the trees. Take care after rain. You may 

see Red Clover and several orchid species here, including Bee Orchid. Look 

out for Skippers and Wall Brown…..and look back for spectacular sea views! 

As the path bends right it takes you through “Sea Buckthorn alley.” Take a 

short detour onto the areas of rubble to look for Grayling.  

Continue ahead with the sea on your right. Once through the opening, a 

large, grassy area opens up towards the sea and you will see a stone circle. 

This plateau is due to have scrapes constructed on it at some point in the 

future. For now, just follow the colourful bank round to the right to see 

Small and Common Blue, Small Heath and Six Spot Burnets . Retrace your 

steps and aim for the stony path heading downhill, alongside the slag bank. 

This is another great area for spotting Grayling and Dingy Skipper. Once 

through the metal gate you are now back at the fork. Enjoy the walk, the 

views and the natural history of the beautiful ‘slags’!       
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Lancashire Branch Officers 

Acting Chair  

Dr John Bostock 

chairman@lancashire-butterflies.org.uk 

 

Reserves Officer 

Dave Wrigley 

Tel: 01524 805527 

reserves@lancashire-butterflies.org.uk 

 

Butterfly Recorder (VC59 & VC60) 

Peter Hardy 

pgll@btopenworld.com 

butterfly-recorder@lancashire-
butterflies.org.uk 

 

Membership Secretary 

Zoe Foster 

membership@lancashire-butterflies.org.uk 

 

Treasurer 

Chris White 

treasurer@lancashire-butterflies.org.uk 

 

Branch Secretary 

Jane Jones 

secretary@lancashire-butterflies.ork.uk 

Newsletter Editor 

Position Vacant 

 

Branch Organiser / Librarian 

Chris Winnick 

Tel: 01539 728254 

chriswinnick@tiscali.co.uk 

 

Moth Officer 

Position Vacant 

 

Webmaster and Social Media 

Gemma McMullan 

webmaster@lancashire-
butterflies.org.uk 

 

 

Committee Member (no Portfolio) 

Laura Sivell 

Chris Atherton 
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