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Chair’s Welcome 

What an end to the butterfly season with the excitement of a field-full of exquisite 
Queen of Spain Fritillaries! What appear to be the progeny of a gravid migrant female 
entertained enthusiasts from right across the UK for many weeks this autumn. I made 
the trip to Walmer in September, and it was wonderful to see so many local people 
making the most of this rare opportunity, as well as those who had driven many hours 
to observe and photograph some very obliging butterflies!  
 

he effects of the drought and 
record temperatures we 
experienced over the summer on 

lepidoptera populations next year 
remain to be seen. The extreme and 
unstable weather certainly produced 
many unusually early and late sightings 
of species this season and continues to 
heavily impact phenology as we 
approach winter. Your records are vital 
as we try to understand the impact of 
climate change.  
 
I’m very pleased to welcome our new 
Regional Conservation Manager Paul 
Tinsley-Marshall who I’m sure is familiar 
to many of you already. Paul has been 
an avid supporter and committee 
member of the branch for some years 
now and joins Butterfly Conservation 
from Kent Wildlife Trust.  
 
After many years on the committee, we 
sadly say goodbye to Peter Riley and 
Peter Kirby as they step down from their 
roles as Branch Secretary and 
Conservation Officer respectively. Both 
Peters have been integral to the running 
of the branch for a long time and are 
contributing authors to the new Kent 
butterfly atlas. Speaking of which, if you 
haven’t already got yourself a copy of 
Mike Easterbrook’s book, Butterflies of 
Kent and South East London, remember 

you can purchase this online from 
NatureBureau. It would make a great 
Christmas present too! Mike 
Easterbrook has stepped down as 
County Butterfly Recorder after more 
than 20 years. This enormous role is 
now being shared by a team of 
volunteers coordinated by John Bangay 
who explains the new setup in more 
detail in his article. Welcome to Alan 
Cooper who joins this team and brings 
with him a wealth of knowledge. 
 
After four years I too will be stepping 
down as Chair and we are therefore in 
need of a new volunteer willing or 
otherwise! I’d be very happy to have a 
non-obligatory chat with anyone 
interested.  
 
Our Kent’s Magnificent Moths and Big 
City Butterflies projects continue to run 
a packed calendar of practical 
conservation and public engagements. 
Please do get in touch with me or the 
Project Officers if you are interested in 
volunteering with them.   
 
Thank you to Keith Heaven for his 
articles on the Wall Brown and 
Buckthorn for Brimstones – truly a case 
of if you plant it, they will come! 
 
Nathan Moss, Branch Chair 

T 
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Regional Conservation Manager 
 
I’m delighted to have joined Butterfly Conservation in the role of Regional 
Conservation Manager for Southeast England. My career in conservation spans the 
last 20 years or so. Most recently I have been working for Kent Wildlife Trust, in a role 
with a strong focus on wildlife monitoring and evidence-based practice. I have 
previously also worked for Bedfordshire, Cambridgeshire and Northamptonshire 
Wildlife Trust, at Dungeness Bird Observatory (great mothing!), and in some more 
exotic locations with the Mauritius Wildlife Foundation and doing field research in 
Borneo. Having studied entomology in various guises to post graduate level I’m 
particularly pleased to be here and have always seen Butterfly Conservation as a 
hugely effective and influential organisation. I have been involved as a committee 
member of the Kent and Southeast London Branch of Butterfly Conservation for a 
number of years, and now hope to be able to support all the Southeast branches in 
the great work they do for Lepidoptera. It is striking just how dedicated and 
committed Butterfly Conservation volunteers are, and their contribution to our work 
cannot be understated

At the time of writing, it’s been a 
hectic five months since I joined the 
organisation, with quite a lot of admin 
to get to grips with and a great deal of 
information to take on board. I’ve 
probably forgotten as much as I have 
retained, but I definitely feel like I am 
setting in well. Most enjoyably, I have 
been out and about meeting my new 
team and other colleagues and getting 
up to speed with the projects that are 
going on in the region. I have 
particularly enjoyed visiting 
Chiddingfold in Surrey where our 
Wood White project led by Paul 
Cawsey has seen fantastic 
engagement and action taken to 
improve and create habitat for this 
species, at a range of scales, from 
individual gardens to entire 
woodlands. The butterfly has been 
found in new locations and has 
expanded its range, and we’re now 
beginning wrap up the project and 
think about its legacy and future work. 

Further afield I very much enjoyed 
visiting Magdalen Hill Down, one of 
our flagship reserves near Winchester, 
and a particular highlight for me was 
seeing Black-veined Moth with the 
Kent’s Magnificent Moths team at 
Wye. I’ve also been getting to grips 
with the management of Rowland 
Wood and Park Corner Heath, a 
Butterfly Conservation reserve closer 
to home for me, in Sussex, where I 
have seen the hard work of staff and 
volunteers pay-off with the creation 
and maintenance of habitat for Pearl 
and Small Pearl-bordered Fritillary. 
 
It’s an exciting time to join Butterfly 
Conservation, and to take on a role 
helping to deliver its ambitious 
strategy. I’m looking forward to 
getting stuck into the nitty gritty of 
delivering our core goals, which are 1. 
To halve the number of the UKs 
threatened species of butterflies and 
moths; 2. To improve the condition of 



100 of the most important landscapes 
for butterflies and moths; 3. To 
transform 100,000 wild spaces in the 
UK for people, butterflies and moths. 
There is so much potential to realise 
nature recovery in the Southeast, and 
a wealth of opportunities to explore - 
I’m already made contact and begun 
discussions with the Southeast 

branches and colleagues throughout 
the organisation. You can Follow me 
on Twitter “@PaulTMEcologist” and I 
am looking forward to meeting and 
working with more of you in due 
course. 
 
Paul Tinsley-Marshall, Regional 
Conservation Manager 

East. 
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Buckthorns for Brimstones! 

I like to have a wildlife-friendly garden. But though I have often planted useful nectar-
sources for insects (Buddleia, lilac, wallflowers etc), I have never planted any actual 
foodplants for the caterpillars. 

n January this year, we moved to a 
new house in the village of 
Eythorne, near Dover. With a 

mature garden, bordered by a mixed 
species hedge (privet, hawthorn, field 
maple, hazel etc. Did a wildlife 
enthusiast own this garden some time 
ago?). 

One of the first butterflies seen was, 
predictably perhaps, a Brimstone. 
Over several days in March and April, I 
saw male Brimstones following the 
local hedgerows as well as in the 
nearby bluebell woods in Waldershare 
Park. But I wondered where they 
found their foodplants, Alder 
Buckthorn and Purging Buckthorn. 

A “poor strike rate”! 

I had a disappointing chat with the 
owner of a local plant nursery. He 
couldn’t supply Alder Buckthorn or 
Purging Buckthorn whips to add to my 
existing wildlife hedge. Apparently, 
they do not have a good strike rate 
when grown from cuttings so tend to 
be less popular as a plant to supply. 

But I was able to resort to the internet 
and I arranged delivery of three 
Purging Buckthorn whips. Not cheap, 
at £30 for the three. 

I had decided on the Purging species 
as this bush prefers chalk soils 

I 



whereas Alder Buckthorn would be 
more suitable for clays. (After many 
years and several houses, we have 
finally got away from clay soils!) 

The three whips duly arrived at the 
end of April and were planted in gaps 
in the existing hedge. In mixed sun 
and shade. Two sprouted leaves very 
quickly but the third struggles and still 
(in July) looks small and weak. 

Only three weeks later! 

The two better whips grew fast. 

On 21 May, I saw a “White” fluttering 
strangely around the hedge. For one 
thing, it didn’t seem to mind flying 
into the shade of the foliage. But, 
most noticeably the flight became 
agitated, even frantic, as if excited by 
something. Call me slow but I 
eventually realised what was 
happening. 

The “White” was a female Brimstone 
and it was diving in and out of the 
hedgerow just where the two better 
Buckthorn whips were planted. 

It settled occasionally and it was 
clearly egg-laying. In fact, I could see 
lots of eggs on different leaves 
already. 

It spent about ten minutes maximum 
flying from one whip to the other a 
few yards away. Both plants ended up 
with small white eggs on the outer 
face of the leaves. The poorly growing, 
third Buckthorn plant was ignored. 

It must have been tiring work as the 
Brimstone soon dropped to the 

ground and settled on a large pebble 
next to the garden pond, where it 
stayed for several minutes. 

The next stage. 

Over the next few days, a female 
Brimstone returned to resume the 
agitated flight and the egg-laying. But 
eventually, I was left with two 
Buckthorn plants decorated with 
white eggs. 

Then, when I wasn’t looking, the eggs 
seemed to disappear. 

There is no shortage of foraging birds 
in our garden, and I became sure that 
they would not have missed these 
eggs. All part of the cycle of life etc 
etc. 

But I didn’t entirely stop looking. And, 
on 28th of June, only just over a month 
after the eggs were laid, and two 
months after the Buckthorns were 
planted, I counted five Brimstone 
caterpillars, just on one of the whips. 
And the leaves were being chewed to 
ragged slivers in some cases.  
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Now, in early July, the caterpillars 
have disappeared overnight. None 
left! 

Either the local birds have got lucky, 
or the Brimstones are rapidly moving 
to the next stage of development. 

Either way, it confirms the value of 
planting specific plants for specific 
species as, I think, at least two of the 
Buckthorns are robust enough to 
survive next winter. And then they will 
be available for Brimstone breeding 
for years to come. 

Keith Heaven, Kent Branch member 
& volunteer   

 

Kent’s Magnificent Moths are 
expanding! 

The Sussex Emerald moth has been found living away from its coastal shingle habitat. 
Multiple Sussex Emeralds have been found at Stodmarsh National Nature Reserve this 
July. This suggests a breeding population may be present and follows the first sighting 
of an individual Sussex Emerald moth, discovered here by Kent Moth Group in 2018. 



he Kent’s Magnificent Moth 
project had originally joined 
Natural England volunteers at 

Stodmarsh NNR to monitor another 
rare moth species that lives here, the 
Bright Wave. The team were delighted 
to find multiple Sussex Emerald moths 
living here too, due to their rarity and 
unusual location. Their UK population 
has been limited to a select few areas 
of the Kent and East Sussex coasts 
until now. They are facing multiple 
threats along their coastal sites. 
Availability of their very specific 
vegetated shingle habitat has 
reduced. High rabbit populations have 
been consuming Wild Carrot, their 
main foodplant. This combined with 
issues of invasive plants and increased 
development pressures along the 
coast, threaten the moth’s specific 
habitat areas. The moth is also 
vulnerable to increasingly frequent 
droughts which further reduces the 
survival of their foodplants. 

Stefan Barton, responsible for the 
discovery site belonging to Natural 
England, said “Nature is always full of 
surprises, the discovery of the Sussex 
Emerald was one I never thought 
would happen given the distance from 
us to their nearest known breeding 
site. This discovery just goes to show 
the importance of our survey efforts 
at Stodmarsh NNR and the work we 
do to help conserve our native 
species. It’s been a year of many first 
recordings at Stodmarsh through our 
different surveys and who knows what 
else is out there that we have yet to 
find and record on our reserve” 

Rebecca Levey, Kent’s Magnificent 
Moths Conservation Officer, 
commented “Finding these moths 
surrounded by their larval foodplant 
at Stodmarsh NNR suggests this moth 
is breeding at inland sites in Kent for 
the very first time. Wild Carrot is not a 
rare wildflower species inland though. 
Until now it has been the species’ 
exclusivity to vegetated shingle 
habitat areas that has been limiting 
their ability to move away from the 
threats they face along the coast. If 
increased monitoring efforts lead to 
us finding that Sussex Emeralds can 
successfully breed in new habitat 
types, more people across Kent could 
start encountering these beautiful 
moths in the coming years.”  

The Sussex Emerald is a stunning 
member of the Emerald Moths (part 
of the Geometridae family) within 
which this species can be identified by 
their red chequered wing fringes. 
Butterfly Conservation has monitored 
its fluctuating abundance over the last 
20 years. While these moths very 
occasionally turn up as migrants 
elsewhere, the only breeding 
populations are along the Kent and 
East Sussex Coastlines. 

But wait…there’s more 

We can’t know for certain that 
Stodmarsh NNR is a confirmed 
breeding site until we find Sussex 
Emerald caterpillars here. Come May 
2023, we will be embarking on a big 
caterpillar hunt with Natural England, 
to hopefully discover this species and 
be certain that this is the first time the 

T 

https://butterfly-conservation.org/moths/sussex-emerald
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Sussex Emerald has bred away from 
the coast. 

Everyone is welcome to join in this 
search! For those who cannot wait 
that long and are interested in taking 
part in habitat creation and 
conservation efforts, please contact 
Emma Pestridge at 
epestridge@butterfly-

conservation.org. The Kent’s 
Magnificent Moth project are able to 
offer a vast array of opportunities and 
training to help communities feel 
confident to survey these endangered 
species and continue to help their 
expansion.               

Emma Pestridge, Kent’s Magnificent 
Moths Engagement Officer  

 

 

Big City Butterflies 

Big City Butterflies is really blossoming now and this year we have exceeded targets 
for engagement, delivering 24 school workshops, 17 community events and 7 high 
footfall events (many with the help of amazing volunteers).  

e have had lots of activity 
in the branch area, 
particularly in Lewisham 

where I have delivered several school 
workshops and community events. In 
the second year of the project, I have 
really focussed on offering more 
unique and interesting engagement 
opportunities to appeal to London’s 
diverse communities. One example of 
this was “Moth Fest”, a local 
community event in collaboration 
with local artist Liina Lember and 
Tower Hamlets Cemetery Park which 
offered butterfly/moth walks with a 
twist, arts workshops, and a special 
night-time viewing of Liina’s light 
installation. We had great feedback 
for the event and I am keen to mirror 
this in other areas of London too! 

 

Community events in South East 
London have included a family fun day 
at Beckenham Place Park and a zine-
making workshop at Climate Home – a 
temporary, sustainable space, for 
young people of all backgrounds to 
express themselves, amplify their 
voices, be agents of change, connect 

W 

mailto:epestridge@butterfly-conservation.org
mailto:epestridge@butterfly-conservation.org


with nature, rest and celebrate their 
people and cultures. 

One of my highlights this year was 
putting on a series of wellbeing 
butterfly workshops for staff at 
University Hospital Lewisham in 
partnership with the Royal 
Horticultural Society. Throughout the 
day we took a range of staff on 
wellbeing walks through local 
greenspaces, discussing the butterfly 
and moth species they might see in 
the area and had a free plant 
giveaway. 

 

Another memorable event was an 
intergenerational morning at The 
Albany, where we put on a mix of 
butterfly-themed activities for their 
regular Meet Me group which 
supports the older community and 
their youth holiday programme. 
Below are some of the children doing 
a butterfly fashion show! 

Excitingly, we have also been involved 
in a large-scale arts project funded by 
the Arts Council called The Colour Of 
Transformation. The project is led by 
Trinidadian artist Bryony Benge-
Abbott and is supported by Butterfly 

Conservation and the William Morris 
Gallery.  

Through the metaphor of butterfly 
metamorphosis, The Colour of 
Transformation shares new 
perspectives on nature inspired by the 
stories of Global Majority women 
pioneers in conservation and land 
justice. This is such an amazing 
opportunity to reach and inspire new 
audiences in London and really 
highlights the many aspects of 
butterflies which resonate with 
people. Keep an eye on the project 
twitter (@BigCButterflies) as well as 
Butterfly Conservation’s channels 
(@savebutterflies) to join the 
conversation and see the film. 

BCB has been receiving a lot of 
interest from across London, so I am 
looking forward to using the autumn 
and winter as a time to reflect on our 
achievements and prioritise 
engagement activities for the 
upcoming year. 

Ele Johnstone, Big City Butterflies 
Engagement Officer 

 

t’s been a very busy spring and 
summer and with more time to 
plan events this year we have 

exceeded targets for site advice visits, 
habitat and id/recording workshops. 
As a result 9 sites have been directly 
supported with plants and seed to 
improve habitats for butterflies and 
moths and 11 new Butterfly 
Conservation monitoring schemes 
established including provision of 5 

I 

https://bryonybengeabbott.com/thecolouroftransformation#:~:text=Directed%20by%20artist%20Bryony%20Benge,the%20outdoors%20and%20natural%20history.
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moth traps to different councils and 
community groups. 

It’s been brilliant to see the 
transformation at Clapham Common 
from boring rye grass to beautiful 
wildlfowers. The new butterfly 
meadow was craeted and seeded in 
March and after a slow start it was in 
full bloom by July with a riot of colour 
from annaul wildflowers like Corn 
Marigold and Cornflower. Perrenials 
such as Birds-foot Trefoil and Ox-eye 
daisy are also gettting establsihed and 
will replace the annuals next year to 
create long-term food sources for 
butterflies and moths. These include 
caterpillar foodplants like Common 
Sorrel for the Small Copper butterfly 
and fine grasses for Meadow Brown 
and Gatekeeper. Its going to be 
fascinating to see which butterflies 
start colonising and breeding. The 
banks and shrub / tree planting will 
help provide valuable shelter and the 
best conditions for breeding, roosting, 
and over-wintering. The Friends group 
have started regularly recording 
butterflies on the common and will be 
keeping an eye on this new habitat. 

We have continued working with 
partners in the Kent branch area in 
Greenwich and Lewisham. At Avery 
Hill Park in Greenwich we are planning 
scarification and seeding of 1.2ha 
grassland following cut and collect by 
the council. We are funding the work 
to trial this method which can then be 
completed elsewhere in the borough. 
The Friends group are contributing 
towards the cost as they are keen to 
see larger scale improvements 

following their own successful seeding 
trials. The Friends group will also be 
establishing a transect to start 
monitoring butterfly populations. 

At Beckenham Place Park we ran a 
successful butterfly id and recording 
workshop with plans now in place to 
start recording on their beautiful 
garden area via the Garden Butterfly 
Survey and a wider transect of the 
park. Purple, Green and Brown 
Hairstreak (eggs) have been recorded 
recently in the park which provides a 
good range of habitats. We also 
supplied the park with a moth trap so 
local volunteers could do regular 
recording with over 20 species 
recorded on one night recently. Moth 
recording is the foundation for 
protecting these beautiful and 
important insects, you can find out 
more on our website here. For casual 
recording of day-flying moths you see 
when you are out and about you can 
use the iRecord butterflies app, go to 
app settings to enable the moth 
recording function. 

Steve Bolton, Big City Butterflies 
Conservation Officer 

 

 

https://butterfly-conservation.org/moths/moth-recording
https://butterfly-conservation.org/our-work/recording-and-monitoring/irecord-butterflies


The Wall Brown 

Is the Wall Brown expanding its range? Or its habitat choices? 

ack in the day, I enjoyed a lot of 
holidays in West Wales and 
there, along footpaths on the 

coast, the Wall was a very familiar 
insect, hopping into view every few 
yards and escorting me out of its 
territory. Then another one would 
take up the challenge and chase me 
further along. At the end of the walk, I 
might have seen several dozen. 

But then came a decline in numbers. 
Moving to Kent nearly 20 years ago, I 
soon realised that, if I wanted to see 
one, I would have to know precise 
locations. 

In the end, I could usually rely on the 
coast again. Though, this time, it was 
the coast of East Kent, notably round 
the South Foreland Lighthouse, 
nearby Lighthouse Down and the 
sheltered South Foreland valley 
leading inland from the chalk cliffs. 
And now, rather than dozens, I would 
be happy to see two or three. 

Grassy bridleways through fields of 
cereals and potatoes. 

But then, last year, strolling along a 
bridleway between the village of 
Woodnesborough and Sandwich, one 

B 
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of the very few butterflies seen was a 
Wall Brown. Completely unexpected. 

The track ran beside intensively 
cultivated arable fields with just rough 
grass and a remnant stretch of old 
hedgerow to offer any visiting insect. I 
could only count myself very lucky to 
have found a Wall in such unattractive 
“habitat” (can you call a strip of rough 
grass surrounded by crops “a habitat” 
exactly?) 

I dismissed it as a “one-off.” 

Then, in early April this year, on 
another walk along a bridleway near 
Eythorne and the bluebell woods in 
Waldershare Park, another Wall 
hopped ahead of us as we admired 
the vast acreage of golden rape to one 
side, and the close-cropped sward of a 
horse paddock on the other. Again, 
there seemed little to attract many 
butterflies and only a solitary Red 
Admiral had entertained us during the 
walk. 

Another “one-off”? 

Finally, only a week later, another, 
single, Wall flew up from the ground 
as I walked the dog along a bridleway 
on the Ash Levels, just outside 
Sandwich. To one side, a huge field of 
potatoes. To the other, another huge 
field of winter wheat. And we were 
just walking along a narrow strip of 
rough grass with the occasional 
wildflower but, also, it occurs to me, 
patches of hard-baked, dry mud nicely 
warmed-up in the sun. 

So, is this a new pattern of occurrence 
for the Wall, or do I spend too much 
time just walking along tracks in 
arable farmland? Should I get out 
more? 

Maybe it’s best to stay at home! 

We live on the edge of the village. To 
one side, our neighbour’s garden. To 
the other, over a mixed –species 
hedge, a vast arable field. Intensively 
managed for cereals. It stretches over 
half a mile until the further boundary 
is reached. Most other local fields are 
like this, though there are also horse-
paddocks and hedgerows and 
bridleways between the crops. 

On 15th May, a butterfly became 
trapped in our conservatory. A regular 
event, leading to the usual capers 
trying to get it back into the garden, 
unhurt. But it was a Wall Brown! 

I have never had a Wall Brown in any 
garden I have owned, let alone in the 
conservatory. 

So, this time, the poor creature was 
left alone while I took some photos. 
Then I did the usual arm-flapping and 
waving and window opening to get it, 
successfully, out into the open air. 

So, I go back to my original question. 
Has anyone else noticed a greater 
number of Walls this year? Or any that 
seem to be found in less than perfect 
habitat? 

Keith Heaven, Kent Branch member 
& volunteer 

 



Data Recording 

It was 2019 when we introduced our new processes and tools for the Branch level 
verification of our butterfly data. This is still working well and did enable us to cope 
with the higher data volumes available via use of more of the online sources of data.  

 will lapse into mentioning data 
volumes here because it helps to 
set the scene for our next stage of 

changes to data handling. The 
numbers of accepted records for the 
last few years (rounded) are: 

2019 – 62,000 
2020 – 73,000 
2021 – 67,000 
 
Lockdown appears to have provided a 
boost to the number of records 
submitted in 2020. I did notice that 
the paths around my Transect were 
more heavily worn, and widened, in 
2020. I think the extra width was 
probably people attempting to keep 
their distance when meeting others 
going the other way. Even without the 
2020 boost, the underlying trend for 
number of records is upwards.  

The 2022 season has not concluded 
yet, but the number of records 
already sitting in the iRecord 
repository stands at over 39,000. The 
comparable number for 2021 was 
33,000. The download from iRecord, 
in 2021, represented about 50% of the 
inbound records for that year, 
however, that balance is changing. 
One of the changes between 2021 and 
2022 is that we now obtain our 
Garden Butterfly Survey (GBS) data via 
the iRecord download rather than 
directly from BC HQ. In 2021 the 

number of GBS records was 4,300; for 
2022 so far it is already 4,400.  

The iRecord repository hosts not just 
the butterfly records resulting from 
the use of the iRecord entry system 
and iRecord Butterflies, but also many 
other schemes which collect butterfly 
data. As an example, all the data from 
the UKBMS and WCBS schemes are 
hosted in iRecord. I do also need to 
mention that iRecord does not just 
hold butterfly data, but also the data 
for a vast range of plant and animal 
wildlife recording schemes.  

The increased use of iRecord as a 
butterfly data storage platform has 
been partly due to actions taken via 
BC HQ’s data management strategy. 
Additionally, much of what is now 
stored in iRecord has been part of 
CEH’s (the Centre for Ecology and 
Hydrology) ongoing initiative to have 
recording schemes host their data in 
iRecord. BC and CEH continue to work 
closely on the receipt storage and 
handling of the national butterfly 
data. From a data management 
perspective, it is best to have all the 
data stored and maintained on one 
platform, avoiding inconsistencies. 
With all of this in mind, the proportion 
of data feeding our BC branch will 
continue to shift towards iRecord. 
Although I have mentioned the desire 
to have all butterfly data hosted and 

I 
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maintained in one repository, this 
does not invalidate the use of time-
stamped extracts used for analysis 
and reporting purposes. What is 
important is that no additions or 
changes to the data should happen in 
these extracts. In this way, 
inconsistency is avoided, and so too is 
the work effort required to reconcile 
such differences. 

Primarily because iRecord is such an 
important platform for hosting 
butterfly data, the issue of this data 
carrying the verification status of each 
contained record is significant. This 
will anyway be necessary if iRecord 
ultimately becomes THE single hosting 
platform. It is also important that 
those who have supplied their data 
(the original recorders) can see how 
their data has been assessed and see 
it in a timely manner. It can be quite a 
memory challenge for those asked 
about a sighting which may have 
occurred a year ago (or more).  

From 2019, we have had the intention 
to retrofit our branch level verification 
results back into iRecord. So far, we 
have only done this for 2019 due to 
time constraints. During 2022, we 
developed a new approach through 
which we could get the iRecord 
sourced data verified in iRecord. 

The new iRecord Verification team 

Our aim was to build a small team of 
volunteers to handle the verification 
of data in iRecord and we now have a 
4 people to handle this work. The 
team, which comes with a significant 
strength of butterfly knowledge, is led 

by Alan Cooper, who also works as an 
active team member. The other 3 
members are Heather Furse, Kevin 
Tolhurst and William Malpas. 

Each of the 4 team members has a set 
of assigned species, making up the full 
set of species seen in Kent & SE 
London. The 4 sets were constructed 
attempting to deliver an even balance 
of records each, rather than simply 
grouping the records by family. These 
sets have been established via the 
mechanism the iRecord 
administrators (CEH) use to grant 
Verification privileges. Hence, when 
each team member signs into iRecord 
Verification, they are presented with 
only the records for their list of 
species, and only for the branch area 
of East and West Kent. 

Work has already started. The team 
are working on the “pending 
verification” records for 2022. The 
target is to have all these records 
verified by the end of January. This is 
the point in time when the download 
is taken to feed the annual Branch 
Level Verification of butterfly data. If 
this challenging target is not met the 
Branch Verification process will check 
the records not yet assessed, and a 
synchronising process will be used to 
ensure alignment. 

The team will work on 2022 data until 
it has been completed, then switch to 
2023 data. The aim is to be handling 
data as it arrives. This point will 
probably be reached by mid- 2023. 
2024 is likely to be the first full year 
when all records are handled as they 
arrive. Once we have reached a stable 



process handling inbound data, we 
will consider how to handle the earlier 
years. We will agree with BC HQ how 
many years we should go back in 
putting status settings on iRecord 
data. From 2019, the branch hosts all 
records feeding the annual verification 
process, whether accepted or 
rejected. Where these records came 
from iRecord, the associated iRecord 
record ID has been retained. Linking 
back to iRecord is therefore relatively 
easy. The issues which will need to 
addressed will be those records which 
were changed in iRecord (or its feeder 
system) by the originator after we 
performed our download, also, that 
limited number of records which were 
not entered until after the annual 
download cut-off date. 

Getting the team started has entailed 
initial briefings from me, reading 
guidance available from the iRecord 
site, and some hands-on work 
(cautiously at first). What follows soon 
is a formal iRecord Verification 
training course. This is likely to teach 
some of the more complex features of 
iRecord, as well as providing answer 
to questions the team have 
accumulated because of the use of 
iRecord Verification so far. 

Annual Branch Level Verification 

The annual act of verifying the full set 
of data received (i.e., from iRecord 
and elsewhere) by the branch will 
continue. It is the final check before 
that year’s data is loaded into the 
Branch Database, is used to feed the 
Annual Butterfly Report, and is passed 

to HQ for including in the Butterflies 
for the New Millennium database. 

The tools used for this annual process 
highlight which individual records may 
be invalid (for various reasons to do 
with species, location, date and 
count), rather than requiring 
examination record by record. The 
main advantage to the annual 
process, when also performing 
iRecord Verification, is the fact that 
records from iRecord, where the data 
was questionable, are likely to have 
already been checked by the iRecord 
Verification team. This may even have 
gone as far as questioning such 
records with the original data 
recorder. There will be a minimal 
check, between the two sets of 
verification, where different 
conclusions may have been reached. 
The existing conclusion obtained via 
iRecord Verification is likely to take 
precedence as this approach 
performed its checks record by 
record. For all records which did not 
originate from iRecord, the current 
Branch level Verification process will 
still need to be enacted, but without 
the benefit of the preceding iRecord 
Verification check. 

The prior enactment of iRecord 
Verification will much assist the 
subsequent Branch level Verification 
of data. It should also reduce the 
number of instances where the 
Branch Level verifier needs to contact 
the original data submitter. Those 
performing iRecord Verification and 
the Annual Branch Level Verification 
will remain in close contact. Both 
activities will identify and develop 
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better ways of handling the data, 
leading to a more streamlined 
approach, and safer conclusions. 

Data Recording 

We have for some time been trying to 
reduce the workload of the County 
Butterfly Recorder, by having people 
enter their own data into one of the 
Nationally available recording 
systems, rather than sending it to the 
Butterfly Recorder. There has been 
good progress in this initiative. The 
data flowing via this route for the last 
few years has been: 

Total records /Records sent to Branch 

2019 - 62,000 / 7,900 
2020 - 73,000 / 5,300 
2021 - 67,000 / 3,800 
 
Most of the data arriving with the 
Butterfly Recorder is in spreadsheet 
form. These may be in our standard 
format or may be in the originators 
preferred format. Some of the 
submissions via this route contain the 
composite data for several recorders 
who belong to a particular area or 
subject coordination group. This all 
requires coordination, in addition to 
getting the data transferred into the 
composite file format to feed the 
Verification process. A smaller portion 
of the data may arrive as text in 
emails, in paper form via the post, or 
even as phone calls, requiring further 
coordination and data entry to get the 
data into our processes. Please note 
that there is no mechanism via which 
sighting reported via social media 
make it into our Branch database. 

We remain keen to receive the data 
provided by those who do not have 
either the facilities or the IT skills to 
enter their own data directly into one 
of the National systems. We really 
would prefer, for all others, that they 
enter their own data via one of the 
available National systems. The 
systems, with varying levels of 
complexity you could choose are: 

• iRecord (online via computer) 

• iRecord Butterflies (for Smart 
Phones and Tablets) 

• BNM Online (online via computer) 

• Garden Butterfly Survey (online 
via computer). 

It does remain helpful to the role of 
the County Butterfly Recorder (CBR) if 
you let them know when you have 
seen something significant. A good 
example of this was with this year’s 
sightings of the Queen of Spain 
Fritillary. This practice does help to 
keep the CBR abreast of emerging 
trends within the county. However, 
this should not be the route through 
which records are submitted. In 
addition to the update for the CBR, 
your records should be entered via 
their normal route. 

The most important point is that you 
do submit your butterfly sightings. It’s 
your data that feeds our 
understanding of the current situation 
of the butterflies of Kent and SE 
London. Thank you for your continued 
recording efforts. 

John Bangay, County Recording Team  

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


