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Springtime in the garden 
This is the time of year when you may 
be starting to get out into the garden, or 
at least starting to think about it! The 
weather is warming up, the days are 
getting a bit longer, the sun is making 
more of an appearance. Spring is in the 
air. Maybe you’re making plans for 
some new additions, creating a list of 
jobs that need doing or just taking stock. 
Whatever you do it is always important 
to keep wildlife in mind and fortunately 
gardening can not only be rewarding, in 
terms of increasing biodiversity but also as a way to improve 
your own health and well-being. 
Gardening is so good for you, both mentally and physically. It’s a 
practical activity, out in the fresh air, doing something manual, 
where you are quickly able to see the fruits of you labour. It can 
really lift your mood especially when you start to spot the wildlife 
on your patch. Whether you have a neat, well ordered garden or 
one that is on the wilder side, the benefits both for nature and for 
ourselves is a well researched fact.  
 
 
 
 
 
So, we know gardening is good for us, how do we make sure our 
gardens are good for wildlife too? A good start is to have a look 
at what you already have in terms of space, hard landscaping, 
and of course plants. You may like to so some research, there is 
a wealth of information available on line and a myriad of 
gardening books to help you decide what to do and how to do it. 
  
The Butterfly Conservation website has its own dedicated 
gardening advice page, stating ‘Gardening with butterflies and 
moths in mind is one of the most rewarding things you can do in 
your own backyard.’ there you will find monthly blogs from their 

British physician Sir Muir Gray famously said that everyone needs 
a ‘Natural Health Service’ as well as a National Health Service 
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Secret Gardener and advice on everything from 
urban gardening to how to create a meadow in 
your own backyard. 
 
Devon Wildlife Trust also has a garden for wildlife 
advice page on their website, urging us all to take 
Action for Insects, they have some wildlife 
gardening guides available to download and if your 
garden is a haven for wildlife, you can apply for a 
Wildlife Garden Award that can be proudly 
displayed and will perhaps become a talking point, 
starting a discussion with your neighbours, you never 
know it may lead them to becoming more wildlife friendly 
gardeners too! 
 
These days most organisations have advice pages on their websites 
that encourage us to be more wildlife friendly when we are gardening; 
Plantlife, RHS, RSPB, Buglife, Bumblebee Conservation Trust, all have 
campaigns and hashtags designed to raise awareness and get people 
doing the right thing. 
 
If you haven't got your own garden there are 
plenty of community gardens all doing what 
they can to help nature and bring people 
together. You will be welcomed with open 
arms as they are always in need of an extra 
pair of hands. No experience needed, just a 
willingness to get stuck in and do whatever 
you are able. The RHS has an easy to 
navigate feature on their website, look for 
‘community gardening’ then ‘find a group’, 
with list of more than 200 community 
gardens in Devon, there is bound to be one 
near you! 

A good bit of advice is to think before you act, keep nature 
in mind when you are making decisions and if in doubt…. 

#donothingfornature 
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Do: 
• Grow lots of nectar-rich flowers between March and November. 

• Choose different plants to attract a wider variety of species. 
Place the same types of plant together in blocks. 

• Prolong flowering by deadheading flowers and watering well. 
Well-watered plants produce more nectar. 

• Grow caterpillar foodplants for butterflies and moths. 

• Let an area of grass grow long. 

• Allow a patch of ‘weeds’, such as Dandelion and Bird’s-foot-
trefoil to flourish. 

• Leave bare patches of wall, fence or earth, or place large 
stones in sunny borders, so butterflies can bask. 

• Create a shelter-belt of trees, plant a mixed, native hedge, 
which will protect butterflies and moths from the wind. 

• Grow climbing plants up walls and fences, where butterflies 
and moths can shelter from the rain and frost. 

• Make a log pile, where butterflies and moths can hibernate. 
Some moths breed in dead wood too.  

Don't: 
• Use pesticides, especially those containing 

neonicotinoids, as these can remain in the plant 
for several months and potentially harm 
butterflies and moths which drink nectar from 
the flowers. 

• Buy peat-based compost. Peat bogs are home 
to many species, including the Large Heath butterfly. Check 
the label before you buy and choose peat-free alternatives. 

• Be too tidy – leave borders intact over winter, allow leaves to 
accumulate under hedges and create a ‘wild’ area that you 
don’t touch very often. These areas will provide shelter for 
insects to hibernate and rest. 



6 

Dartmoor’s rare butterflies 
need you!  

Learn identification and survey 
techniques for the Pearl-bordered and 

Small Pearl-bordered Fritillaries  

Wednesday 26th April 2023  
10am—4pm 

Interested in wildlife?  
               Enjoy being outside?   
Willing to spend some time looking for butterflies?  
 
Come along and learn everything you need to know to assist in the 
annual monitoring of these threatened butterflies and help us to 
ensure their survival. We will spend the first part of the morning in the 
Woodland classroom looking at identification of the fritillary butterflies 
and monitoring methodology, and then we’ll head out to practise our 
new skills.  

Meet at Yarner Wood woodland classroom, off the 
Bovey Tracey - Manaton road. Follow the signs to 
map ref. SX783783 Please bring lunch, a drink and 
waterproofs, and wear 
welly boots as some areas 
can be wet.  

Numbers are limited - 
booking is essential  

Contact: 
Jenny Plackett 
07918 073654 
jplackett@butterfly-conservation.org  

With thanks to Jim Asher for the photos  
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Have you heard of the Devon Moth group?  
 
Devon Moth Group was formed in 1997 and its 
main aim is to encourage the study, recording 
and conservation of moths in Devon. The 

Group is a membership organisation open to anyone interested in 
moths. Members receive regular newsletters, an annual report and 
are welcome to join in group activities, which include:  
 

• A programme of Field Meetings during the year, which provide a 
great opportunity to visit different sites, see a great variety of 
moths and meet fellow enthusiasts. 

• Indoor meetings during the winter with guest speakers 

• Recording moths from garden traps and out and about in Devon 
(the Group has obtained permissions to record moths using light 
traps on various pieces of land throughout Devon). 

• Special projects focussed on particular moths, e.g. threatened 
species. 

• Collation of moth records by the County Moth Recorder into the 
county database to improve knowledge and support conservation. 

 
Membership costs only £8 per year for an individual, so please join 
them to continue this important work. Email: info@devonmoths.org.uk  

 
 

Rosy Footman 
Miltochrista miniata 

Magpie 
Abraxas grossulariata 

Buff-tip 
Phalera 
bucephala 

Maiden’s 
Blush 

Cyclophora 
punctaria 

https://devonmoths.org.uk/about-us/newsletters/
https://devonmoths.org.uk/wp-content/uploads/2012/08/Devon-Moth-Group-Annual-report-2011.pdf
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A wonderful article has been written in The Bulletin of the Amateur 
Entomologists’ Society, vol 81 no. 545 June 2022 remembering the 
wonderful Jim Braven.  
 

‘Once upon a time in Devon’ is written by Peter Sutton and 
tells us both of his friendship with Jim and of his quest to rediscover 
the endangered Blue Ground Beetle. Here you can read an extract 
from the article: 

“On 31st August 2021 I found myself under the dark canopy of an 
ancient woodland that shrouded the flanks of a high southern 
Dartmoor valley in Devon. With me were three entomologists and a 
bottle of gin, toasting the memory of an old friend and butterfly 
conservationist, Dr Jim Braven. How I got to be there is a long story, 
intricately woven into the modern history of the Blue Ground Beetle 
Carabus intricatus, and the fate of Devon's rarest fritillary butterflies..” 

Later in the article Peter explains how he first met Jim “….I was 
alerted to an advert in the New Scientist that invited applications to 
work with Jim and Professor Les Ebdon to develop an environmental 
pollution monitor. I jumped at the chance and all went to plan as we 
began what would become a fruitful collaboration and a great 
friendship. I learned that Jim was a key figure in both the 
Entomological Section of the Devonshire Association and Devon 
Butterfly Conservation, and that he had a very keen interest in the 
fritillary butterflies of Devon, going on to become the Lydford Reserve 
Officer for many years until he retired from the post in 2016. There is 
no doubt that through his work at the Lydford Reserve, Jim was 
instrumental in the success story of one of Britain's rarest butterflies, 
the Heath Fritillary Melitaea athalia, where it has persisted in good 
numbers since its re-introduction in 1992. The species was on the 
very brink of extinction in Britain in the 1970’s, but thanks to a major 
conservation effort, it now had a brighter future with the Lydford 
colony playing a vital role in consolidating the status of this species in 
Britain.” 

Peter goes on to remember Jim “..However my abiding memory of 
Jim, Dartmoor, and it’s fritillaries, (apart from the time when I saw him 
attempting to wrestle his net back from an obstinate bramble bush, 
“Got the darned thing caught on a briar, Pete!”) was an idyllic and 
very warm afternoon in late June 1996 that we spent near Grenofen 
in the River Walkham valley, trying to find the High Brown Fritillary. 
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Peter Sutton and his friends toasted the memory of Jim 
Braven with Carabus, a gin that is distilled by the 
Papillion Distillery in Mortonhampsted.  
 
Named Carabus for the rare nocturnal woodland Blue 
Ground Beetle, Carabus Intricatus £2 from every 70cl 
bottle is donated to a local Buglife project.  
 
Papillion not only donates to Buglife but also to BC’s fritillary work on 
Dartmoor giving a generous 1% of all it’s profits (apart from 
Carabus.) As well as donating financially, company director Claire, 
also helps out with surveying the PBFs in the local area and has 
done some team volunteering days for the Green Recovery of the 
Marsh Fritillary project run by Shallowford Farm. 

The big orange fritillaries had led us a merry dance all afternoon and 
among the many Dark Green Fritillaries that we pursued, we could 
not positively identify a single butterfly as a High Brown. Then, as 
always, Jim gave his usual calmly spoken conclusion to our activities. 
“They go to bed at 5:30 on the dot, Pete, won’t see ‘em again ‘til 
tomorrow!” And he was always right. They all simply dropped out of 
sight and found a place to roost until the following day. At that point 
we both sat down on the still warm hillside in the early evening 
sunlight and Jim methodically unpacked a brown paper parcel that 
had been tied with a piece of string. In the parcel there were two 
generous and wonderfully moist slices of fruitcake that Jim’s wife, 
Kath, had packed for us, and Jim carefully handed me a slice. No 
words were spoken, and none were needed. It had been a glorious 
day and we sat there in an almost meditative state, enjoying the 
cake, the silence and the serenity of the sunlit Dartmoor scenery 
before us. Eventually we rose to our feet and made our way back to 
the car to begin the journey home.” 
 
The full article can be read online here: (PDF) Once upon a time in 
Devon, Bull. Amat. Ent. Soc., 81(545): 99-108. (researchgate.net)  

Lydford Old Railway is now managed by our reserves officer 
Colin Sargent, he often gives guided walks. Keep an eye on 
our events page on the BC website or follow our Facebook 
page for details of the next walk, you may get to perch on the 
bench dedicated to Jim. 

https://www.researchgate.net/publication/365174578_Once_upon_a_time_in_Devon_Bull_Amat_Ent_Soc_81545_99-108
https://www.researchgate.net/publication/365174578_Once_upon_a_time_in_Devon_Bull_Amat_Ent_Soc_81545_99-108
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Members day 2022 
 
On a typically autumnal day that was overcast, chilly and blustery, 
we headed to the Boniface centre in Crediton for our annual 
members day 2022 (formally know as AGM). About 80 members 
made the trip and as they arrived there was an array of wonderful 
butterfly friendly plants for sale, these were grown by one of our 
members with all proceeds going to BC, an assortment of literature 
was arranged for members to peruse while they waited for talks to 
begin and a magnificent selection of cakes was assembled.  
 
Our chairperson Jonathan Aylett greeted everyone and gave an 
eloquent evaluation of the branch activities 
over the previous year. Barry Henwood, 
our county moth recorder, presented an 
detailed moth report with many interesting 
facts about the state of moths in the county 
to date.  
 
When we broke for coffee, there was some 
marvellous help in the kitchen from a 
young member, Alex, who did a great job 
helping to serve and even said he enjoyed 
the washing up!  
 
After coffee Barry gave us another talk, this time about his beautifully 
illustrated field guide to the caterpillars of the moth and butterfly 
species that are most likely to be encountered in the British Isles. He 
explained how the book was concepted, written and brought to life.  

John Walters gave us a talk on 
the ‘Secret life of the 
undergrowth’ which introduced 
us to the wildlife that inhabits the 
undergrowth all around us.  
The day was finished off by one 
our members, Dave Holloway, 
who not only showed us lots of 
his own dragonfly photographs 
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Legacies: What can you do? 
  
Nature is in trouble; space is running out and 98% of our wild 
meadows have been lost. Butterflies and moths need somewhere to 
call home.  
  
Butterflies and moths are beautiful and vital to our ecosystems, yet 
they could disappear without your help. Habitat loss and climate 
change have left many species struggling to survive. We may be the 
last generation to see butterflies in abundance. You can change the 
future by leaving a gift in your will. 
  
A gift of any size means help will be there for butterflies and moths 
whatever future challenges lie ahead. Include a gift for Butterfly 
Conservation in your will and you can help reverse declines, save 
threatened species, and protect the wild places on which butterflies 
and moths depend, for future generations. 
  
Our vision is a world where butterflies and moths thrive and can be 
enjoyed by everyone everywhere. 
 
To download your free will writing guide and find out more about 
writing your will or updating an existing one, please 
visit www.butterfly-conservation.org/willgift  
 

but shared his knowledge and expertise of this fascinating subject.  
If you would like to share your interests with other members please 
get in touch with the committee, as we’d like to have more members 
photo's and talks in the future members days.  
 

http://www.butterfly-conservation.org/willgift
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Exeter Cathedral’s Big Green Event 
9th and 10th June 2023 

 
As part of The Great Big Green week 10-18 
June, Exeter Cathedral will be holding events 
over two days, with the aims of sharing identification skills and 
collecting data to feed into the biodiversity management of the 
Cathedral grounds.  
The bioblitz will take place in the Bishop’s Palace gardens, there are 
also activities and stalls planned for all the family. 
Some of your Devon BC committee members will be there manning 
stalls and sharing their knowledge and expertise, we would love to 
see you, so come along on Friday 9th and Saturday 10th June.  

 
Bishops Palace:The Secret Garden 
Sunday 5 & 12 March and Sunday 2 
April 2023, 2pm-4pm.  
The garden is rarely open to the 
public, but this year Bishop Robert is 
opening the grounds in aid of Devon 
Historic Churches Trust, our county-
wide charity that offers grants for the 
repair and upkeep of our churches. 
Come and walk around the garden 

with your family and friends, and glance up at our magnificent 
cathedral. In Spring it is a picture with wave after wave of spring 
flowers, starting with carpets of snowdrops, crocus, daffodils, narcissi 
and finally bluebells under the copper beech trees.  

Entry: £4 and children free 
No unaccompanied children 

For more information about either events please contact the 
Cathedral office reception on 01392 255573  

The Great Big Green Week is the UK’s biggest ever celebration of 
community action to tackle climate change and protect nature. 
Check out their website www.greatbiggreenweek.com 
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Torquay Museum Society Lecture by Alison Marshall  
22nd March, 10:45am  
 
Torre Abbey’s Head Gardener takes a dive into the much vaunted 
health benefits of gardening, from growing you own veg to the latest 
psychological insights into our relationship with the natural world.  
Free for members £5 non-members 
 
Torquay Museum 529 Babbacombe Rd, TQ1 1HG 
www.torquaymuseum.org  

Marsh Award 
 
Huge congratulations go to Barry Henwood who has been awarded 
the Marsh Charitable Trust award for Lepidoptera Publication Of The 
Year, in recognition of his outstanding contribution to lepidoptera 
conservation.  
 
The Marsh Charitable Trust was 
founded in 1981 by Mr Brian 
Marsh OBE, with the aim of 
creating a sustainable way to 
give something back to society 
by supporting the organisations 
and people who are making a 
difference.  

The Marsh Awards celebrate the 
outstanding contributions of 
people who are committed to 
social, cultural and 
environmental causes.  

Butterfly Conservation works in 
partnership with The Marsh 
Trust with the aim of recognising 
those who are professionally and 
voluntarily striving to keep butterflies and moths alive and to promote 
their importance to our natural environment. 

Barry (left) accepting his award 
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Moth Report 2021 
Barry Henwood 
 
2021 was another extraordinary year for the recording of moths in 
Devon in terms of the volume of records, the number of recorders 
and the unexpected species that were recorded. 143,399 records 
were received, of which 142,143 were added to the Devon moth 
database. Records were received from 710 people. 
 
The following 5 species were recorded new to Devon. The bagworm 
moth Dahlica triquetrella, a parthenogenetic species, was found as 
larval cases in Exeter and moths seen having emerged from the 
cases. This is an astonishing record. The nearest known colony is 
Portsmouth and dispersal is a 
problem, the moth being 
wingless. Zelleria oleastrella 
was reared from a pupa found 
on a potted Olive tree at 
Buckland Monachorum. It must 
have been imported with the 
plant. Mines of Cosmopterix 
scribaiella were found mining 
the leaves of Common Reed at 
Dawlish Warren. Larger and 
more spectacular Rosy 
Underwing, Catocala electa 
was recorded as individuals at 
Brixton, Wotter and Dawlish. It has been resident in a small area of 
Dorset for a small number of years, so there is a possibility it could 
colonise Devon in the future. Finally Maize Wainscot, Sesamia 
nonagrioides was recorded as individuals at Brixton, Lympstone and 
Branscombe. This species had never previously been seen on 
mainland UK, but had been recorded once on the Isles of Scilly. 
The following species were recorded new to VC4 (North Devon): 
Neocochylis molliculana, Gypsonoma oppressana, Cydia illutana, 
Grapholita lobarzewskii, G.tenebrosana, Pammene giganteana, 
Pammene ochsenheimeriana, Mocha (Cyclophora annularia), Jersey 
Mocha (C.ruficiliaria), Marsh Oblique-barred (Hypenodes humidalis), 
Dark Crimson Underwing (Catocala sponsa) and Cream-bordered 
Green Pea (Earias clorana). Dark Crimson Underwing was recorded 

Rosy Underwing Catocala electa 
Dawlish 12.09.21 

Luke Harman 
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twice in Devon in 1984, once in 
2009, then three times in 2020 
and again three times in 2021. In 
the UK it is resident in the New 
Forest and some woods in the 
south east. In Europe it has been 
expanding its range and 
becoming more common. The 
Devon individuals are probably 
migrants from Europe, but there is 
certainly potential for colonisation 
of the county in the future. 

 
Radford’s Flame Shoulder, Ochropleura leucogaster was first 
recorded in the UK in 1983 as an immigrant and in Devon in 2016. It 
has been seen in Devon every year since but the 31 records in 2021 
were more than all previous years put together. It is now almost 
certainly established in the county, but we need to find larvae in the 
wild to add to the evidence. 
 
Various pheromone lures have been developed in recent years to 
attract males of various species of moth. One interesting thing about 
these lures is they have also often been attracting moths other than 
the target species. A consequence is that moths previously regarded 
as scarce have been shown to be much commoner than formerly 
thought. Pammene giganteana flies in March and there was only one 
previous Devon record. However, in 2021 two were attracted to the 
hands of the recorder who had been eating grapes. A further 25 
records were made from widely separated sites in both South and 
North Devon. All these were to pheromone lures designed to attract 
Grapholita funebrana or Grapholita lobarzewskii. 
 
The above is just a very brief summary of moths recorded in Devon 
during 2021. If you would like a much fuller report I recommend 
joining Devon Moth Group https://devonmoths.org.uk 
 
I am very grateful to those people who have helped me with the 
enormous task of collating and checking records. Phil Barden shares 
the task of verifying the huge number of records. Phil Dean’s 
expertise in creating automated checking of data in huge 

Sesamia nonagrioides 
Branscombe 08.09.21 

Sarah Patton 
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spreadsheets is immensely helpful. Kevin Johns helped with 
digitalising hand written records from a small number of recorders 
without a computer. Kim Leaver verifies and extracts records from 
iRecord. Bob Heckford is always happy to give an expert opinion 
when that proves necessary. My thanks go to them all. 

80% of UK butterflies have decreased: scientists warn 
time is running out 

 

The State of the UK’s Butterflies 2022 report, has revealed the alarming 
news that 80% of butterflies in the UK have declined since the 1970s. 

Decreases in butterfly populations on this scale are a huge cause for 
concern as butterflies are an integral part of the UK ecosystem and their 
precipitous decline is a clear warning signal of the wider biodiversity crisis. 

• Butterfly species that rely on particular habitats are most 
affected and have declined dramatically in the UK. 

• Half of all Britain’s remaining butterfly species are now listed 
as at risk of extinction on the British Red List.* 

• However, the report also shows that targeted conservation 
action can turn around the fortunes of threatened butterfly 
species. 

Scientists at Butterfly Conservation are today warning that time is running 
out for the UK’s butterflies, as long-term trends show that most butterfly 
species have declined in either abundance, distribution, or both in the past 
five decades. The news follows the release of the new Red List of British 
Butterflies last May, which showed half of all the remaining species in 
Britain are now classed as threatened or near threatened. 

Habitat loss across the UK has led to dramatic declines in those species 
that require flower-rich grassland, heathland, and woodland clearings to 
thrive. These specialist species have, on average, decreased by more than 
a quarter (27% decrease) in abundance and lost over two-thirds (68% 
decrease) of their distribution since 1976. 

Butterfly species that can breed in the farmed countryside and urban areas 
have fared less badly, but as a group they have still declined by 17% in 
abundance and 8% in distribution. 

However, despite the gloomy picture painted by the long-term trends, the 
report points to numerous examples proving that targeted conservation 
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action can turn around the fortunes of threatened butterflies at site, 
landscape, and national levels. These include the successful recent 
reintroduction of the Chequered Skipper to England, a succession of long-
term conservation projects driving up numbers of Wood White across the 
West Midlands, and peatland restoration on lowland bogs in Scotland 
benefitting the Large Heath population. 

The resources currently available for such work are woefully inadequate to 
address the scale of the task and to stem the ongoing decline of the UK’s 
butterflies. Butterfly Conservation is calling on the UK governments to step 
up and take the necessary action to protect habitats, help nature’s 
recovery, and prevent more species from being lost. 

Head of Science for Butterfly Conservation, and lead author of the report, 
Dr Richard Fox, noted: “This comprehensive stock-take of the state of the 
UK’s butterflies reveals the huge scale of the challenge to halt and reverse 
the decline in butterfly populations in the years ahead. Thanks to tens of 
thousands of people who contribute sightings through projects such as the 
UK Butterfly Monitoring Scheme and Big Butterfly Count, we have amazing 
data to plot the changing fortunes of our butterflies. What is needed now is 
a step-change in government support to bring butterflies and other wildlife 
back to the UK’s nature reserves, farmland, forests and built-up areas.  

“We know that where conservation action is carefully targeted and 
sustained in the long-term it has real impact. Butterfly Conservation 
continues to work in partnership with other organisations, communities and 
landowners, on many projects that are halting declines and turning butterfly 
numbers around. However, the scale of the decline in the UK’s butterflies 
has reached a point where much more resource is urgently required.” 

Julie Williams, CEO of Butterfly Conservation, said: “This report is yet more 
compelling evidence of nature’s decline in the UK. We are totally dependent 
on the natural world for food, water and clean air. The state of our species 
and habitats shows that the natural world is in trouble. We need swift and 
effective action on this. The decline in butterflies we have seen in our own 
lifetimes is shocking and we can no longer stand by and watch the UK’s 
biodiversity be destroyed.” 

The State of the UK’s Butterflies 2022, has been produced by Butterfly 
Conservation working together with the UK Centre for Ecology & Hydrology 
and British Trust for Ornithology. The report is based on nearly 23 million 
butterfly records, almost all of which were contributed by volunteer citizen 
scientists, that assesses the UK’s 59 species of breeding butterflies. 

The full report can be found here: The State of the UK's Butterflies 2022 Report | 

https://butterfly-conservation.org/state-of-uk-butterflies-2022
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New Bench Our thanks must go to 
Ambrosia Creamery for donating the funds 
for a new bench at our Lydford reserve. This 
will give us another resting place to sit back 
and relax while we observe the 
fritillaries and other wildlife at this 

important site. 

Butterfly Conservation (butterfly-conservation.org)  

*More information on the latest Red List assessment of butterflies can be 
found here https://butterfly-conservation.org/news-and-blog/half-of-british-
butterfly-species-on-new-red-list 

Overall, three-quarters of species were less widespread in the UK and 
more than half less abundant at sites where detailed counts are 
undertaken. Considering only those species trends that we can be highly 
confident of, nearly four times as many UK butterfly species have 
decreased significantly in distribution than have increased.  

This is the fifth State of the UK’s Butterflies report (the previous one was in 
2015) but the first to include separate assessments for each of the UK 
countries. This has been made possible by the ongoing increase in 
participation and coverage of our recording and monitoring schemes, 
channelled through the UK Butterfly Monitoring Scheme and Butterflies for 
the New Millennium recording scheme. 

Butterfly success: 

One recent success story is that of the Chequered Skipper, a Butterfly 
Conservation Priority Species. This species became extinct in England in 
1976 but is now breeding again in Northamptonshire thanks to an ambitious 
project led by Butterfly Conservation. Starting in 2018, Belgian butterflies 
(shown to be ecologically closer to the extinct English populations than 
those from Scotland) were reintroduced into Fineshade Wood following 
many years of planning and habitat management to create the open, sunny, 
flower-rich rides the butterfly needed. The species has bred successfully 
and the population has expanded naturally through the site, topped up with 
further introduction in 2019. In 2022, nearly 150 adult Chequered Skipper 
butterflies were seen spread along 6.6km of woodland rides. The next steps 
are to try to establish populations and other sites in the same landscape to 
ensure long-term survival. 

https://butterfly-conservation.org/state-of-uk-butterflies-2022
https://butterfly-conservation.org/news-and-blog/half-of-british-butterfly-species-on-new-red-list
https://butterfly-conservation.org/news-and-blog/half-of-british-butterfly-species-on-new-red-list


19 

Committee members 

Jonathan Aylett  - Chairman                                                         01626 824715 
Apple Cottage, Liverton, Newton Abbot TQ12 6HN                                   jsaylett@googlemail.com 
 

Peter Beale - Conservation Adviser                                             01626 333106 
22 Frobisher Road, Newton Abbot TQ12 4HT                                                  beale@eclipse.co.uk 
 

Emma Grice - Newsletter Editor                                           egrice72@gmail.com                                                 
14 Laburnum Terrace, Abbotskerswell TQ12 5PT                                             
 

Mary Harold - Publicity Officer                                                      01566 783188                            
                                                                                                                     maryjharold@gmail.com 
 

Barry Henwood - County Moth Recorder                                     01626 364080 
Greenacre, 6 Lakeland, Abbotskerswell TQ12 5YF                                barryhenwood@gmail.com      

 

Dave Holloway - Website (sightings)                                   d.hllwy51@gmail.com                                                                                                          
 

Pete  Hurst - County Butterfly Recorder                                       01626 854182   
36 Woodway Street, Chudleigh, Newton Abbot TQ13 0JU                         pete-hurst@outlook.com 
 

Ray Jones - Treasurer                                                                  01884 255386 
10 Broomhill, Tiverton EX16 5AS                                                      ray1432.jones@btinternet.com 
 

Colin Sargent - Lydford Reserve Officer                                      01822 810433 
Stags Head House, Brentor, Tavistock  PL19 ONP                                   colin@colinsargent.co.uk 
 

Marjory Taylor - Branch Contact/Organiser                                  01404 881250 
Danes View, Lower Lane, Dalwood, Axminster EX13 7DW           marjory.devonbc7@outlook.com 
 

Amy Walkden - Secretary                                                             07787 135409 
2 Berry Close, Abbotskerswell TQ12 5PH                                                           amy.amy@me.com 
 

Ella Chambers-Branch Media Editor                        ellaruthchambers@gmail.com 

 
 
Non-committee posts for Devon BC 
 

Rick Tillett - Little Breach Reserve Officer                                    07745 491382 
The Old Bakery, Plymtree, Cullompton EX15 2JX                                             rtillett85@gmail.com 
                      

Jenny Evans - Transect & WCBS Co-ordinator           jennifer.evans@lineone.net 
 
 

Lesley Kerry - Silver-studded Blue Co-ordinator                          01395 567880          
                                                                            lesleymkerry@gmail.com   
 

Amanda Hunter -  IYA Web team/Twitter                         amanda.bc@clara.co.uk 
 
 

Bill Potter - In Your Area Web team member                 w_ j_potter@hotmail.com  

mailto:lesleymkerry@gmail.com
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Twenty-plume moth 
Alucita hexadactyla  

Milehouse, Plymouth 
03.11.22 

John Summerscales 

Clouded Yellows, mating 
Colias croceus  

Bolthead, Salcombe 
10.10.22 

Michael Brooking 

Painted Lady 
Vanessa Cardui 

Paignton 
28.12.22 

Anthony Sherwood 
Convulvulous Hawk moth 

Agrius convolvuli  
Plymstock 
18.09.22 

Kev and Jacki Solman 


