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WE had a few cold days and 
nights this winter, but the trend 
is clearly towards a hotter 
climate: for the first time, 
global warming exceeded 1.5C 
across an entire year: 
see BBC science news 

Butterflies are moving north 
because of this, including 
Comma, Ringlet, Speckled 
Wood and White-letter 
Hairstreak, which have spread 
into Scotland.  

In our area, Jersey Tiger moth is now 
abundant, while cooler-loving species like 
Small Tortoiseshell have all-but 
disappeared in the summer. More 
positively, there have been odd sightings of 
Wall Brown, which is possibly making a 
Surrey comeback. 

This summer, I encourage you to look out 
for the Southern Small White: this butterfly 
has spread rapidly on the Continent, at the 
rate over 100 km per year, and is now 
prevalent in northern France and Benelux. 

It may not be long before it hops the 
channel. It is similar to our own Small 
White and may be hiding in plain sight. 

See Butterfly Conservation’s species page  
for Southern Small White 

Bill Downey and the 
conservation team have been 
hard at work over the winter, 
with record numbers of 
volunteers. We owe them our 
thanks for this important 
work. In addition to the North 
Downs, they are back at Oaken 
Wood, which is now a 
“Partnership Site” (page 11). 

Our final winter Zoom talk is 
by Ken Elsom on April 2. 
Ken, with help from Gillian, 

has done ground-breaking work to produce 
analyses of our butterfly records. 

To reflect this, Ken and Gillian were 
Highly Commended in BC’s Special 
Recognition Awards, which are given 
“where the judges feel a volunteer deserves 
special recognition, either for long service, 
dedication to a species or landscape, or 
advancing our understanding”. 

Other Highly Commended Surrey 
members were Phil Darley (Community 
Engagement) and Becki Hawkes (Young 
Volunteer). Congratulations to all. 

Work to implement BC’s Strategy is 
gaining momentum. We are producing 
Landscape Plans for the North Downs and 
Inner London, with the Thames Basin 
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Heaths to follow. This involves local 
branches and our Regional Conservation 
Manager, Steven Lofting. We will identify 
key sites and species, and describe the 
habitat management that will be required to 
improve them for wildlife. Much of this 
work will be carried out by other groups, so 
that we can make changes at a landscape 
scale. It is ambitious - but important. 

Expect to see an acceleration of BC’s 
Wild Spaces initiative this year: 
https://butterfly-conservation.org/wild-
spaces is packed with information. 
Anyone can create their own Wild Space – 
please give it a try! 

There is much to look forward to this 
summer. Once again, we are offering a full 
programme of Field Trips (page 17), 
including some to new sites. Many thanks to 
Mike Weller for pulling this together - and 
to all the leaders. 
g Two dates for your diary: 
Jul 6 New Members’ Day, page 7 
Oct 26 Members' Afternoon, page 15 
g Ken Owen has stepped down from the 
Committee but will continue as 
Membership Secretary and manager of our 
website’s Sightings page. I thank Ken for 
eight years of sterling service. 
g I am planning another Bike for Butterflies 
this summer, having toured NW Scotland 
last year. This year I will start at the Great 
Orme (Llandudno: Silver-studded Blue, 
Grayling), wend my way up the coast to 
Morecambe Bay, cross to Bridlington on the 
“Way of the Roses” cycle route, then back to 
London through Purple Emperor country. 
Wish me luck!
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Credit Debit
£12,794

Subscriptions £8,964
Donations £569
Sales £224
Travel & subsistence -£48
Training -£781
Field equipment -£281
Workshops -£345
Branch newsletters -£123
Postage -£17
Trustee expenses -£102
Committee expenses -£94
Insurance -£10
Fund transfers to HO -£7,000
Totals £22,551 -£8,800
Closing balance

Accounts 2023-12

£13,751

Opening balance
2023-04

n CHAIR from previous page

g The Branch is in robust financial health. 
Every year we receive £6 from Head Office 
for each member in our area. 

As membership has increased, and we 
have managed costs down, we end up with a 
sizeable surplus. Despite returning £7,000 
to Head Office for Big City Butterflies and 
other projects, our balance has increased by 
£1,000 over the last year. 

We now have funds of £13,751 and expect 
to receive around £9,000 for membership 
fees in 2024-25.  

We have committed a further £2,000 
towards the Big City Butterflies, and we 
must budget for costs at Oaken Wood. But 
even after this, we will still have a large 
surplus. As the saying goes, "money in the 
bank doesn't save butterflies", so we will be 
aiming to return much of the surplus to 
Head Office. 

We intend this to be used to fund locally-
relevant projects (e.g. Wood White) or staff 
(e.g. Landscape Officer). We will, of course, 
retain sufficient funds for Branch work.

https://butterfly-conservation.org/wild-spaces
https://butterfly-conservation.org/wild-spaces
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Maps & Stats
Groundbreaking webpages: go to 

https://butterfly-conservation.org/in-your-area/ 
surrey-and-sw-london-branch/maps-stats

With thanks to Branch database manager Ken Elsom

Surrey Butterflies: One Year On 
Ken Elsom’s Zoom talk, Tue 2 April

https://butterfly-conservation.org/in-your-area/surrey-and-sw-london-branch/maps-stats
https://butterfly-conservation.org/in-your-area/surrey-and-sw-london-branch/maps-stats
https://butterfly-conservation.org/in-your-area/surrey-and-sw-london-branch/maps-stats
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I WAS excited to join Butterfly 
Conservation in September 
after being a member for 
several years in my previous 
conservation roles for the 
RSPB and landscape-
managers idverde. 

I have always had a keen 
interest in butterflies and 
moths alongside botany, bats, 
and other taxa groups. 

With idverde in Bromley 
I supported lepidoptera at landscape scale, 
including scrape creation, Kidney Vetch 
seeding for Small Blue, and tracking the 
Brown Hairstreak’s spread across Bromley 
and into Kent following its expansion from 
Surrey in 2016. I am often inspecting stands 
of blackthorn with my eye-lens (below). 

I am also active with my local bat group, 
which throws up surprising moth records. 

My role at BC is to lead conservation 
work across Kent, Surrey, Sussex, 
Hants/IoW, Berks, Bucks & Oxfordshire. 
This includes species monitoring, 

landowner advice, partnership 
projects and overseeing BC’s 
five nature reserves, including 
Oaken Wood, which I first 
visited within a few days of 
starting my role. Richard 
Austin from my team describes 
our work there on the next page. 

My team’s work is governed 
by BC’s 2026 strategy goals, 
which focus on reversing 
species declines and enhancing 

the most important landscapes for 
Lepidoptera. The South-East has a diverse 
array of species and landscapes, including 
vast downlands and London’s urban jungle. 

Four priority landscapes have been 
identified in Surrey: London, Surrey & Kent 
Downs, Thames Basin Heaths, West Weald. 
Recent work has focused on the North 
Downs and the legacy of the Big City 
Butterflies project in London. 

I look forward to meeting more branch 
members and I thank you for supporting 
butterflies and moths.

Conservation Manager SE England Steven Lofting

Brown Hairstreak 
eggs, winter 2023. SL
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IN October last year I was 
thrilled to join BC as Surrey & 
Sussex Landscape Officer. 

My career in conservation 
has been varied and 
interesting: I have worked for 
an environmental regulator 
(Environment Agency), 
a renewable energy company, 
a conservation charity 
(Mammal Society) and the 
New Forest National Park. 

In the New Forest I oversaw volunteering 
for Our Past, Our Future, a £4.4M, 
five-year landscape scheme with ten key 
partners. I worked for the New Forest Land 
Advice Service and ran the Rural Skills 
project, which delivered 100 courses in 
livestock management, traditional land 
management, practical skills and forestry 
qualifications. 

I also worked on Better Boundaries, 
Nature’s Stepping Stones and Working 
Woodlands, projects that delivered land 
restoration and enhancement of boundary 
features, woodland, grassland and 
heathland habitats. 

It has been a busy start to my BC job. 
I have met with volunteers, worked with 
contractors on site, collaborated with 
colleagues and written a landscape plan for 
the Western Low Weald.  

I have enjoyed Oaken Wood and the 
wider Chiddingfold Forest. One of my first 
duties was to renew our licence agreement 
with Forestry England (to Sep 2028). 

Oaken Wood is now classed 
as a Partnership Site. I am 
responsible for liaison with the 
Beat Forester and submitting 
annual plans to FE. A positive 
working relationship is vital. 

When work parties were 
able to resume in January, 
I was delighted to meet such 
an enthusiastic group of 
volunteers. We have tackled 
areas along the ditch line and 

the ride network where bramble is 
outcompeting foodplants for the 
Wood White, Betony Case-bearer and 
Drab Looper (Wood Spurge). 

At Rowland Wood & Park Corner Heath, 
BC’s East Sussex reserve, we have worked 
with contractors to coppice Ash, and 
volunteers have restored areas for Violets , 
foodplants for Pearl and Small Pearl-
bordered Fritillaries. The reserve is the 
South-East’s only site for Small PBF. 

I am looking for volunteer support with 
spring and summer surveys. To gain a 
better understanding of the ecology of 
Oaken Wood and the needs of the Wood 
White we will be surveying the woodland 
for its foodplants: Meadow Vetchling, 
Common & Greater Bird’s-foot-trefoil, 
Bitter & Tufted Vetch. We will also map 
Betony for the Betony Case-bearer, and 
Goldenrod for the White-spotted Sable. 
g If you would like to take part in our 
survey work, please let me know: 
raustin@butterfly-conservation.org 

Surrey & Sussex Landscape Officer Richard Austin

For: members who have joined 2023/24. 
ALL other members also welcome. 
Leader: Bill Downey, Richard Stephens & 
other committee members. 
Meet: Ashtead Common Estate Office, 
Woodfield Road KT21 2DU, 200m west of 
Ashtead Station; street parking. 

10.30  Doors open: tea & coffee 
11.00  Presentation 
11.30   Field trip: target – Purple Emperor 
g Packed lunch, refreshments, boots, hat, 
sunscreen & binoculars are advised. 
g No need to book

New Members’ Day Sat 6 July



Surrey Skipper8Spring 2024

Steve Bolton  Habitat Management, 
                             Recording & Monitoring 

AS we enter the final year of the project, 
we are planning work that ensures its 
long-term legacy. 

Where we have directly supported habitat 
improvements, 10-year agreements are 
established with land managers to help 
ensure their long-term success; and support 
networks will be established to ensure 
continued volunteer recording.  

The development of an Inner London 
Landscape Plan recognises the value of 
working in urban habitats for species 
conservation and for engaging with a wide 
audience including individuals, community 
groups and land managers. 

The plan sets out landscape-scale actions 
for priority species and opportunities for 

stakeholder engagement. It will also be used 
to help inform borough and pan-London 
biodiversity and nature recovery plans. 

Habitat improvements have been 
supported on 12 sites over autumn and 
winter, including meadow creation and 
seeding, wildflower plug, bulb and tree and 
shrub planting. 

A community planting scheme at Blythe 
Hill Fields in Lewisham has established a 
new woodland zone and enhanced 
grassland with native shrub planting for 
shelter and additional food sources. 

Mike Williams, Chair of Blythe Hill Fields 
Friends, said: “Overall the project feels like 
a great success, and it's brilliant that 
Butterfly Conservation has made all this 
possible with your generous support – not 
just the hugely valuable donations of trees, 

Big City Butterflies London Project 2021-2024

New woodland zone at Blythe Hill Fields, Lewisham. SB



Ele Johnstone 
Engagement 

I AM really pleased 
that all our third-year 
targets for engagement 
have been exceeded. 

A total of 21 school 
workshops, 34 
community events and 
seven high-footfall 
events have been 
delivered, many with 
the help of amazing 
volunteers. 

This past year has 
been all about the co-creation of 
engagement opportunities for communities, 
with a range of brilliant organisations, to 
get more people involved in butterfly and 
moth conservation. 

Activities have ranged from dance 
performances by a Wandsworth-based 
youth club to a full community arts 
programme curated by Sustainably Muslim. 
We have also reached more young people 
aged 16-25 by partnering with London 
Wildlife Trust’s Nature Nurtures project. 

Since our last update, I have been 
co-creating an exciting final Community 
Arts Project in Lambeth with 
Roots and Shoots & 
The Grounding Project 

Roots and Shoots are a charity 
greenspace who have a partnership with 
The Grounding Project, a specialist NHS 
horticultural therapy programme for 

refugees and asylum 
seekers. 

Roots and Shoots 
provide the group with 
their own urban green 
space where people 
can come together in a 
safe and healing 
environment to 
connect with nature. 
We have worked 
closely with Roots and 
Shoots throughout the 
BCB project and the 
gardens are an urban 

oasis for butterflies, and of course people. 
Together we have planned a unique 

project to resonate with The Grounding 
Project community and highlight the 
importance of this greenspace: a sculpture 
will be installed in the pollinator garden, 
with workshops including Big City 
Butterflies, planting, blacksmithing, 
enamelling and copper-plating! 

This will provide new opportunities for 
The Grounding Project community, as well 
as the wider Roots and Shoots community, 
to connect with butterflies and moths in an 
authentic and meaningful way. 

It is amazing to look back on what we 
have achieved so far with our partners and 
see our BCB community grow each year. 
A key focus for us now is ensuring that we 
leave a legacy for the project so that all of 
this amazing work to make London a better 
place for Lepidoptera can continue.
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Cyanotype Printing Workshop with 
Sustainably Muslim. Chris O’Donovan

whips and plugs, but also the expert 
consultancy and advice and community 
engagement.” 

We have been collating butterfly data 
with 12 new iRecord surveys established 
last year. From 48 surveys 653 butterflies of 
20 species were recorded. 

Meadow Brown, Small White, Gatekeeper 
and Holly Blue were the most numerous, 
with a few records for Small Skipper and 

Small Copper. This data will be used in 
species distribution analysis and help plan 
conservation work with ongoing surveys 
allowing trends to be calculated. 

Transect data is still being collated across 
11 new transects with the highlight being 
2,500 butterflies of 26 species at 
Shrewsbury Park in Greenwich – one of the 
highest total counts in London.

https://www.rootsandshoots.org.uk/
https://www.rootsandshoots.org.uk/environmental-projects/the-grounding-project
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OUR work programme has 
gone well, with volunteer 
numbers holding up despite 
the cost-of-living. 

The group does landscape-
scale conservation: creating 
“stepping stones” and 
improving connectivity. 

This is more difficult than 
working at a local nature 
reserve and requires more 
driving, but we are a dedicated 
bunch and I thank everybody for their 
continued support. 

Butterfly Conservation has no land of its 
own in VC17, so our events must be agreed 
with the land managers. It takes time to 
build a working relationship, which is 
valuable once established. 

A delay in the licence renewal prevented 
our return to Oaken Wood until January. 
We normally work there on the first 
Thursday of each month but we are now 
back and playing catch up. 

This year’s work included: 
g Stepping stones for Small Blue, 

particularly along the Hog’s 
Back from Farnham to 
Guildford. Kidney Vetch is 
doing well at sites such as 
Runfold Ridge and Puttenham 
lay-by, and 2024 may be the 
year the Small Blue finds 
them. This would be a great 
achievement. 
g Heathlands for Silver-
studded Blue. We had a day 
with the National Trust at 

Milford Common and will work with 
Banstead Commons Conservators for 
Grizzled Skipper. 
g North Downs for Adonis Blue – currently 
our species of greatest concern. 
SITES THIS SEASON: Albury Vineyard 
Box Hill Dukes, Denbies Hillside (x4) 
Hatchlands Park, Headley Heath 
Hampton Estate (x2), Milford Common 
Oaken Wood, Polesden Lacey 
Puttenham lay-by, Sherbourne Farm 
Tytings Farm, Witley Common 
STILL TO COME: Headley Warren 
Juniper Hill, Banstead Heath 

Conservation Group Bill Downey

Work party at Longdown, Puttenham, Feb 2: (L-R) Erica Evans (Farnham Community Farm), 
Libby Ralph, David Lamph, Will Godwin (Hampton Estate Farm Manager), Gillian Elsom, 
Dave Thompson, Geoff Pierce, Simon Riley, Bill Downey, Chris Cutliffe, John Tallon. Ken Elsom
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A NEW licence agreement for Oaken Wood 
between Forestry England and Butterfly 
Conservation has been signed to Sep 2028. 

Our branch work parties had to be 
suspended but have now recommenced and 
we have so far cleared the side of the forest 
road at Oaken Wood West and the Betony 
Ride. The rotational cutting of rides 1-5 was 
largely completed in 2022/23 and these still 
look OK. 

BC now classifies Oaken Wood as a 
“Partnership Site” rather than a reserve, 
and as such most of the funding will fall to 
the Branch. Management passes to Richard 
Austin, new Landscape Officer for 
Surrey/Sussex, who will liaise with the Beat 
Forrester and submit annual plans to FE. 

Stricter conditions for work at Oaken 
Wood include: max four cars on site, 

no bonfires, only hand tools to be used, 
max 25 volunteers on a task, no depositing 
of arisings on grassland or the SSSI. 

The licence can be revoked by FE at any 
time, so it is important that volunteers 
adhere to these rules.  

I recently discovered that the 
Chiddingfold complex was assessed by 
Natural England in 2021. Of all the 
compartments in the forest, Oaken Wood 
(Compartment 8) was the only one to 
receive a favourable status and the work 
done by the conservation group is 
specifically mentioned in the citation. 
This is testimony to the value of our work. 
g Phil Darley, our most active local at 
Chiddingfold, has been ill and out of 
circulation. This has been a great loss and 
we wish her a speedy recovery.

Oaken Wood Bill Downey

A NEW national agreement between 
Butterfly Conservation and Forestry 
England came into operation from March. 

It was negotiated for BC by Dave 
Wainwright and Rachael Conway and is the 
first such umbrella national agreement that 
FE has made with a partner to support 
ecology and conservation across its forests. 

Nationally there had been problems, with 
BC having to apply for separate permissions 
for different activities with local rules set by 
FE regional divisions. The National 
Agreement recognises shared objectives 
around conservation together with FE’s 
need to balance other priorities. 

The main benefits are: 
g Clarity that we are able to walk the 
transect routes legally and collect data 
(our permissions at Chiddingfold having 
been previously revoked). 

g National framework for the conduct of 
work parties in a way which allows 
conservation work on FE land while 
allaying their concerns over safe working, 
other visitors who use the forests, timber 
production and the protection of 
designated sites.   
g Facilitates sharing of data, documents 
(insurance policies, risk assessments etc) 
and contact details. 

The feeling among BC staff is that this is a 
step forward and will be further improved 
in the future. The agreement has a “positive 
representation” clause, in which both 
parties undertake to speak well of the other. 

Some local issues remain: still under 
discussion is parking around Chiddingfold, 
with FE looking to limit cars left in the 
bell-mouth entrances. Hopefully this will be 
resolved soon.

Butterfly Conservation & Forestry England Bill Downey

Email alert If you did not receive an email alert to this edition of the Skipper 
(we have some emails that bounce), please inform surreybranch@gmail.com



A RECORD 155 transects were walked in Surrey in 
2023 and 270k+ butterflies were recorded. This is a 
phenomenal achievement and great credit to 
everybody who contributed to this total.  
g NEW 2024 
Blatchford Down 

David Lonsdale replaces Cathy Mead 
Denbies Hillside lower fields (new): Cathy Mead 
Eashing Meadows (new): 

SANG close to Milford – Elizabeth Wild 
Hampton Down/Seale Meadow: Nick Boucher 

will take over these two routes to complement his 
WCBS squares in the area 

Horsell Common Grasslands (new) 
important heathland site where we held a 
surveying day last year – Simon Lumsden 

Kew Gardens: new route around the wilder parts 
– Ruth Brookes, Royal Botanical Society 

Mare Hill Common: Bob Delamare takes over this heathland route from Dave Thomson 
Puttenham Common (new): Dave Thomson moves to this heathland site where the 

Hampton Estate is making exciting environmental improvements  
Winkworth Arboretum: possible new route with National Trust 
g New routes in development: Woldingham, Dormansland, Ceasar’s Camp (Upper Hale). 
g Replacement walkers are needed for these routes: 
Belair Park, Dulwich Park, Earlswood Common, Lloyd Park (Croydon), Manor Park 
Mitcham Common A, Reigate Heath, Rodborough Common, Smithwood Common 
(Cranleigh), South Norwood CP, Swan Barn Farm (Haslemere), Valewood 
g I thank these retirees: 
Andrea Pinnington: Hampton Down/Seale Meadow 
Dee Durham: Swan Barn Farm; Bob & Kate Daniels: Valewood 
Hilary Reive: Earlswood Common

Surrey Skipper12Spring 2024

Transects Bill Downey

2010 48 69 964 49,132
2011 46 62 1,049 47,825
2012 47 77 879 49,551
2013 48 70 956 77,026
2014 60 85 1,352 85,834
2015 82 110 1,648 109,269
2016 97 135 1,940 109,017
2017 105 114 2,131 188,105
2018 119 150 2,447 222,879
2019 127 161 2,626 237,372
2020 118 125 2,095 161,356
2021 130 143 2,425 185,724
2022 142 173 2,881 181,973
2023 155 199 3,148 271,108

Unique transects 184; walkers 610

Surrey transects
WalksWalkers ButterfliesTransects

received

FIFTY butterfly species were confirmed in VC17 in 2023. Our *41 core species, plus: 
Camberwell Beauty & Black-veined White ............................................see Skipper 76 
Duke of Burgundy ................................................................................Chapel Bank release 
Glanville & Marsh Fritillaries ..............................................Hutchinson’s Bank releases 
Black Hairstreak..................discovered Epsom Common 2020; now in surrounding area 
Large Tortoiseshell       May 14       Hutchinson’s Bank ..............................Martin Wills 
Long-tailed Blue fem     Sep 2          Beddington Farmlands ......................Roger Morris 
Wall Brown male             Oct 8          Denbies Hillside..................................Jenny Sparks 
*https://butterfly-conservation.org/in-your-area/surrey-and-sw-london-branch/about-links

Surrey species 2023

https://butterfly-conservation.org/in-your-area/surrey-and-sw-london-branch/about-links
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Lucy Halahan 
Colin Hall 
Jill Hall 
Philippa Hall 
Clare Hardwidge 
Steve Harley 

Alan Harris 
Graham Harris 
Janice Harris 
Sheila Hart 
Pamela Harwood 
David Hatcher 
Gordon Hay 
Pennie Hedge 
Michael Hobbs 
Jo Hurren 
John Ingman 
Gail Jeffcoate 
Malcolm Jennings 
Anne Jones 
Graham Kenward 
Philip Kirk 
Katherine Kreuter 
Kate Lake 
Mickey Lamb 
David Lamph 
Keith Lelliott 
Don Lemmon 
Sharon Livingston 
David Lonsdale 
Frances Lonsdale 
Ian Machen 
Helen MacKenzie 
John Madden 
John Mairs 
Gary Margetts 
Vince Massimo 
Cathy Mead 
Sonya Miller-Smith 
Jonathan Mitchell 
Brieannah 

Mollison-Read 
Stephan Morris 
David Moss 

Rebecca Mullan 
Stephen Nevard 
Peter Newmark 
David Noble 
Sheila Northover 
Jean Orr 
Ken Owen 
Charlie Owens 
Dave Page 
Tom Parker 
Alex Patterson 
Mike Pearce 
Sandy Pepperell 
Geoff Pierce 
Andrea Pinnington 
Alex Potts 
Ian Pratley 
Vanessa Ramsden 
Robb Reeves 
Hilary Reive 
Graham Revill 
Bill Richards 
Simon Riley 
Heather Roberts 
David Robinson 
Mick Rock 
Michael Rowland 
Julie Russ 
Steve Ryder 
Nicola Sainsbury 
Adam Salmon 
Simon Saville 
Graham Saxby 
Hazel Sharples 
Lucy Shea 
Peter Short 
Deborah Simmons 
Alan Sivell 

Brian Smith 
Jenny Sparks 
Neville Squires 
Richard Stephens 
Ros Szanto 
John Tallon 
Karl Tarratt 
Sam Taylor 
Richard Thomas 
Adrian Thompson 
Andy Thomson 
Dave Thomson 
Janet Thomson 
Richard Tillett 
Peter Townend 
Charlotte Tracey 
Peter Trew 
Matthew Tugwell 
Anne Tutt 
Peter Vigar 
Danielle Wagner 
Tina Wakefield 
Jayne Walker 
Keith Walter 
David Warburton 
Meg Warren 
Jon Webb 
Paul Wheeler 
Roderick White 
Stephanie White 
Alan Wilkinson 
Martin Wills 
Sarah Wills 
Caroline Winfield 
Adrian Winslade 
Stephen Woodcock 
Jim Yeeles 
Roman Zischka 

Transect walkers Surrey 2023

The final two talks of this season’s Surrey Zoom series are: 
Mar 12  Landscapes for Lepidoptera ..................................................Steven Lofting 
Apr 2     Surrey Butterflies: One Year On....................................................Ken Elsom 

How to register, and talks back to 2020: 
https://butterfly-conservation.org/in-your-area/surrey-and-sw-london-branch/zoom-surrey 

Zoom talks

Field trips 
DO come along to a Branch field trip. There is no better way to improve your butterfly 
knowledge, see nice sites and make new friends. 
There are midweek and weekend dates. All are welcome, from beginner to expert. 
n If you could lead a walk, to a new or existing site, please contact Mike Weller. 

https://butterfly-conservation.org/in-your-area/surrey-and-sw-london-branch/zoom-surrey
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Wider Countryside Butterfly Survey Bill Downey
Monad Location Walker Monad Location Walker

SU8736 Hindhead Lesley Benson TQ1662 Chessington Pamela Harwood
SU8737 Beacon Hill TQ2042 Newdigate Jo Hurren
SU8748 TQ2059 Epsom Janet Cheney
SU8960 Camberley TQ2355 Tadworth Nicola Sainsbury
SU9038 Thursley Harry Clarke TQ2562 Belmont Morag Loader
SU9047 Seale Nick Boucher TQ2654 Mugswell Janet Cheney
SU9133 Haslemere TQ2657 Banstead Woods Alison Gilry
SU9150 Ash Green Steve Marshall TQ2759 Woodmansterne Morag Loader
SU9351 Normandy Steve Marshall TQ2868 Mitcham
SU9364 Windlesham TQ3045 Salfords Sara Edwards
SU9647 Compton Nick Boucher TQ3069 Norbury
SU9760 TQ3079 Westminster Danielle Wagner
SU9863 Chobham Common Paul Wheeler TQ3269 Upper Norwood Mike Pearce
SU9951 Guildford TQ3279 Borough Janet Cheney
TQ0071 TQ3354 South Caterham
TQ0543 Winterfold Mark Goodwill TQ3377 Southwark
TQ0944 Peaslake Keith Lelliott TQ3378 Bermondsey
TQ0960 Cobham Roz Szanto TQ3559 Hamsey Green David Gough
TQ1144 Holmbury St Mary Bill Downey TQ3566 Shirley
TQ1247 Wotton Graham Revill TQ4352 Limpsfield Chart Jim Yeeles
TQ1354 Great Bookham Harry Clarke

Chobham (not viable)

Runnymede (not viable)

Badshot Lea       Paul & Gillian Bamford

WCBS monitors butterfly abundance in 
randomly-allocated monads away from 
hot-spots. 

28 of Surrey’s 41 squares were walked in 
2023, up by 2 from the previous year, and 
4k+ butterflies were recorded. 

The survey requires one 2km walk in each 
of the four months, May-Aug. It is ideal for 
recorders unable to commit to a 
weekly transect. 

If you would like to volunteer for a vacant 
monad, please contact Bill Downey. 

g You may also be interested in: www.gardenbutterflysurvey.org 

More details for both are on Ken Elsom’s webpages: 
https://butterfly-conservation.org/in-your-area/surrey-and-sw-london-branch/maps-stats

Walking a transect 
A TRANSECT is a fixed-route, weekly 
walk, typically 1–3km, lasting 30–90 mins. 

Volunteers record butterflies in a 5m 
band in suitable weather in the 26 weeks 
Apr–Sep, 10.45–15.45. Data is managed by 
the UK Butterfly Monitoring Scheme 

If you would like to walk a transect 
or help with an existing one (many are 
shared), please contact Bill Downey. 
You may also wish to consider: 
Wider Countryside Butterfly Survey

Surrey transect data is available to 
download in Excel format from our 
website’s Recording page 
n Sort by species to see their 

sites & flight periods. 
n Sort by sites to see their species. 
n Transect walkers: sort by walker 

to see your own records at a glance. 
n Interactive map of all Transect & WCBS 

sites, with details of their species etc: 
ukbms.org/sites 

n ALSO: Surrey’s Maps & Stats webpages

https://www.gardenbutterflysurvey.org/
https://butterfly-conservation.org/in-your-area/surrey-and-sw-london-branch/maps-stats
https://www.ukbms.org/
https://ukbms.org/wider-countryside-butterfly-survey
https://butterfly-conservation.org/in-your-area/surrey-and-sw-london-branch/recording-conservation
https://ukbms.org/sites
https://butterfly-conservation.org/in-your-area/surrey-and-sw-london-branch/maps-stats
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NOT sure if your blue butterfly is Chalkhill or Adonis? A subtle difference is the number 
of white bands on the antennae as shown by the above males. Chalkhill (left) has 24+; 
Adonis usually 20, max 22. This feature is useful for distinguishing females. FK

Band Aid

JUST 46 people attended our annual Members’ Afternoon 
at East Horsley in October. 

It is a pity that only 3% of our membership enjoyed 
an informative and entertaining afternoon that takes 
quite an effort to put together. 

Please consider coming along on October 26 this year. 
There is time for lunch before the 1.30 start, and the journey 
home will be in daylight. 

Guest speaker will be Pete Eeles, who founded the UK 
Butterflies website in 2002. Pete will be signing copies of 
his recent books: 
g British & Irish Butterfly Rarities 
g Life Cycles of British & Irish Butterflies 

Members’ afternoon Francis Kelly

COMMITTEE ELECTIONS: New: Gareth Tilley 
Re-elected: Francis Kelly, Paul Wheeler. Proposed Richard Stephens; 2nd Bill Downey 
WINNERS: Photo Show David Hasell; Quiz Richard Thomas. Full results: 
https://butterfly-conservation.org/in-your-area/surrey-and-sw-london-branch/photo-show-quiz 

https://butterfly-conservation.org/in-your-area/surrey-and-sw-london-branch/photo-show-quiz
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I SAW dozens of Holly Blues in 
2023 before finding a nectaring 
male in Pembroke Lodge gardens 
at Richmond Park on Nov 6. 

Third brood specimens have 
become more numerous in recent 
years because of warmer autumns, 
but this was nevertheless late in 
the year. It was then joined in 
aerial combat by a second male. 

Coincidentally a female was 
reported from Beddington on the 
same day. 

To my great surprise, six days 
later on Nov 13, I encountered 
probably the first of the two 
specimens again, clinging to 
exactly the same plant as before. 

I wondered if a Holly Blue had 
ever been recorded so late in the 
year. Butterfly Conservation 
referred me to their public datasets 

NBN Atlas Nigel Jackman, Butterfly Detective

Late male Holly Blue on Spiked Speedwell 
Richmond Park. NJ

in the National Biodiversity Network 
(NBN) Atlas. 

This is the UK’s largest collection of 
biodiversity information, enabling data to 
be shared, analysed and researched. 
Butterfly Conservation uploaded 46M+ 
records of butterflies and moths to the Atlas 
in 2023, from the earliest records in the 
17th century up to 2019 (BC’s latest 
quinquennial recording period is 2015-19). 

A search identified 151 November records 
nationally 1967-2019, and, most 
unexpectedly, 27 in December. 

Our county database shows 26 third 
broods in Surrey since 1988, including 
Nov 2, 2020 and an extreme record 
on Dec 29, 2015. Overall, my enquiries 
confirmed how unusual my late sightings 
were, both locally and nationally. 

What had begun with a possible Guiness 
Book of Records moment proved not to be. 
However, it led me to a fascinating 
exploration of the NBN Atlas. 

Go to 
https://registry.nbnatlas.org/public/show
DataResource/dr2981 

To filter by species and month: 
g Right-hand panel, click View records. 
g Customise filters (blue button, left): 
options to use Common name etc; 
then click Update (bottom right). 
g Left-hand panel, Narrow your results, 
Taxon, choose more, tick Holly Blue; 
click INCLUDE selected items (bottom left) 
g To filter by month: Narrow your results, 
Occurrence, choose more, December 
g Click record to see its full details 
g To start again: Clear all filters at the top 
of Narrow your results panel. 

Map & Charts tabs are also interesting.

https://registry.nbnatlas.org/public/showDataResource/dr2981
https://registry.nbnatlas.org/public/showDataResource/dr2981
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Field trips Mike Weller

FIELD trips are open to branch members and their guests. 
Booking is not required. Non-members are welcome 
but should contact the leader in advance. 

Unless stated otherwise, walks start at 11.00, lasting until 
mid-afternoon. Lunch, drinks, walking boots, hat, sunscreen 
& close-focusing binoculars are advised. 

Postcode & grid reference indicate meeting place. 
NO DOGS PLEASE 

APRIL 
24 Wed MORNING ONLY Ham Lands TW10 7RS, TQ169731: car park south of Thames 

at north end of Ham Street, Petersham. Early flyers Leader: PC 

MAY 
1 Wed Hutchinson’s Bank CR0 9AD, TQ377619: Farleigh Dean Crescent, east of 

Featherbed Lane, 1.5km south of A2022. Spring Skippers, Green Hairstreak MB 

8 Wed Sheepleas, West Horsley KT24 6AN, TQ088525: car park behind 
St Mary’s church, south of A246 between East & West Horsley. 
Spring Skippers, Green Hairstreak, Vanessids CH 

12 Sun Denbies Hillside RH5 6SR, TQ141503: Ranmore NT car park east. 
STEEP! Spring Skippers & Blues, Green Hairstreak RE 

16 Thu Sidney Wood GU6 8JG, TQ02673526: 
car park on south side of Dunsfold Road, 1m west of A281 Alfold Crossways; 
afternoon car share to Oaken Wood. Spring Skippers, Wood White FK 

19 Sun Norbury Park KT23 4BP, TQ146543: cul-de-sac end of Downs Way, 
Great Bookham, south of A246 Leatherhead—Guildford road. 
Park considerately in residential road. Downland species MW 

22 Wed Hutchinson’s Bank: see May 1. Glanville Fritillary MB 

26 Sun Denbies Hillside: see May 12. Adonis Blue MW 

JUNE 
1 Sat River Tillingbourne & ponds, Albury GU5 9BE, TQ04364787, 

w3w saying.join.boost: park in field on south side of Chilworth Rd (A248), 
0.5km west of Albury, opposite Vale End. 
13.00 Car share (7km, 10 mins) to Unstead Wetland NR GU5 0BW, SU99464549, 
w3w talent.invent.visit: access via Trunley Heath Rd off A281. 
Scarce Chaser & common butterflies. Joint meeting with Dragonfly Society FK 

Cancelled/postponed dates will be posted on www.butterfly-conservation.org/surrey

Field trips are on the Surreybranch Google calendar. 
Click CALENDAR LINK to share to your own calendar

https://butterfly-conservation.org/in-your-area/surrey-and-sw-london-branch
https://calendar.google.com/calendar/b/1?cid=c3VycmV5YnJhbmNoQGdtYWlsLmNvbQ
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1 Sat 10.30 MORNING ONLY Howell Hill SM2 7HS, TQ236622: 
St Paul’s church at roundabout junction of A232 & Northey Avenue, Cheam. 
Park considerately in residential roads. Small Blue MW 

4 Tue 10.30 MORNING ONLY Banstead Downs SM2 7DD, TQ25276158: 
Banstead Downs Golf Club car park. From A217 (Belmont Rise), 150m NW of 
B2230 (Brighton Rd) roundabout, turn west into The Crescent, then left into 
Burdon Lane. Access from north via Northey Ave & Burdon Lane. Small Blue DH 

5 Wed Merrow & Pewley Downs GU1 2QP, TQ02184998: car park on right at top of 
High Path Rd or Grove Rd, off A246 Epsom Rd. Small Blue CH 

11 Tue 10.00 MORNING ONLY Horton Country Park KT19 8PL, TQ19116183: 
led by Sarah Clift, Epsom & Ewell Senior Countryside Officer; 
car park west of Horton Lane, Epsom. Black Hairstreak SC 

13 Thu 10.30 MORNING ONLY Nonsuch Park KT17 2DE, TQ23036428: north side car park 
(NOT south side), east of A24. Black Hairstreak GT 

15 Sat 10.30 MORNING ONLY Fairmile Common KT11 1BG, TQ12089 61764: 
Lakewood car park, EAST of A307, 2.25km NE of Cobham, south of A3 flyover. 
Silver-studded Blue MW 

16 Sun Box Hill KT20 7LB, TQ179513: NT car park opposite shop. 
Beware cyclists! Dark Green Fritillary, orchids DW 

18 Tue 10.30 MORNING ONLY Tooting Common SW16 1RR, TQ28881 71827: 
outside Athletics Track, Tooting Bec Rd (A214), opposite Dr Johnson Ave. 
Tube: Tooting Bec 1km, with regular bus service; Train: Balham or Streatham. 
Public transport recommended but car parks on Dr Johnson Ave & 
Tooting Bec Lido (1km on A214). White-letter Hairstreak AW 

19 Wed Newlands Corner GU4 8SE, TQ04304925: Visitor Centre car park (free), 
west of A25 Shere Rd. Dark Green Fritillary, Marbled White RS 

20 Thu Whitmoor Common GU3 3RN, SU987542: car park by Jolly Farmer pub. 
From A3 southbound, take Burpham/Merrow exit. 
From A320, north of Guildford, take Burdenshott Rd NW for 1km. 
Silver-studded Blue, Silver-washed Fritillary, White Admiral FK 

23 Sun Norbury Park: see May 19. Down/woodland species MW 

26 Wed 10.30 MORNING ONLY Roundshaw Downs CR8 3QL, TQ305628: Plough Lane, 
north of Foresters Drive, Wallington; park on street. Skippers & Browns DW 

27 Thu 10.30 MORNING ONLY Epsom Common KT18 7TR, TQ182611: Stew Ponds 
car park, south of Christ Church Rd. Purple Emperor, White Admiral AG 

29 Sat Bookham Common KT23 3JG, TQ130557: NT Tunnel car park, 
north of Church Rd, 200m east of Bookham railway station. 
Purple Emperor, Silver-washed Fritillary, White Admiral MW 

30 Sun 10.00-16.00 OPEN GARDEN, Seven Gables, Givons Grove, Leatherhead KT22 8LF, 
TQ172545: on road parking. £10 per adult for BC, includes refreshments. 
Lovely butterfly-friendly garden and a view to die for. 

EMERGENCY: call 112 (or text if pre-registered)



Surrey Skipper19Spring 2024

JULY 
1 Mon 10.30 Knepp Wildland RH13 8NQ, TQ15721980: 21 miles sth of Dorking. 

From A24, 2m south of A272, take Dial Post exit into Worthing Rd; 
entrance to Walkers’ car park (meet here, £5) is 100m on right. RS 

 https://knepp.co.uk 
CAR SHARE: meet 9.30 Ryka’s car park RH5 6BY, Burford Bridge roundabout on 
A24 below Box Hill. Please arrange with Mike Weller before Sat 29 Jun. 

2 Tue Sheepleas, West Horsley: see May 8. Purple Emperor CH 

3 Wed Ashtead Common KT21 2DU, TQ179589: Ashtead Common estate office; go over 
level crossing at Ashtead railway station, then left 200m along Woodfield Rd. 
Park considerately before level crossing or at far end of Woodfield Rd. 
Purple Emperor, White Admiral, Purple Hairstreak, Silver-washed Fritillary MW 

4 Thu Broadstreet Common GU2 8LW, SU968509: Hartshill, Park Barn, Guildford. 
From A323 Aldershot Rd turn west into Broad Street (heading towards 
Wood Street village); after 250m, 2nd-left — Broadacres; 
1st right — Wood Rise; keep right at roundabout into Barnwood Rd; 
turn right at T-junction into Cabell Rd; 1st right into Hartshill. 
Park in residential street. Grass/woodland species, Purple & WL Hairstreaks    FK 

6 Sat 14.00 Walton Downs & Juniper Hill, Epsom KT18 5PP, TQ222578: 
large car park inside racecourse, SE corner. Cross the racecourse east of 
grandstand at junction of Tattenham Corner Rd & Old London Rd; 
follow the track round. Chalkhill Blue, Dark Green Fritillary MW 

7 Sun Hutchinson’s Bank: see May 1. Dark Green Fritillary MB 

9 Tue Holmwood Common RH5 4DT, TQ182463: Scammels car park on brow of hill, 
west of Blackbrook Rd (Dorking-Newdigate). Purple Hairstreak, White Admiral 
14.00 Inholms Clay Pit RH5 4TU, TQ175474: park in Holmbury Drive. MW 

11 Thu Headley Heath KT18 6NN, TQ204538: Main (not Brimmer) car park, 
west of B2033 Headley Common Rd, 200m south of Leech Lane. STEEP. 
Purple Emperor, Small Copper, White-letter Hairstreak CH 

14 Sun 10.30 ‘Vale End’, Tillingbourne Valley, St Martha’s Hill, Albury Downs 
GU5 9BE, TQ04374789: we are invited to Vale End, home of Daphne and the late 
John Foulsham, north side of Chilworth Rd (A248), 0.5km west of Albury. 
Park in field opposite on south side. After coffee & biscuits we wander along the 
Tillingbourne Valley then steeply up onto Albury Downs; return downhill for 
tea & cakes. End 16.00. Chalkhill Blue, Dark Green Fritillary. MW 

18 Thu 10.00 Box Hill Dukes & Brockham Quarry RH4 1NP, TQ18425023: 
Hillier Garden Centre, Reigate Road, Dorking. STEEP 6km circular walk. 
20+ downland butterflies incl. Silver-spotted Skipper, Chalkhill Blue MW 

21 Sun  13.00-17.00 OPEN GARDEN, ‘Vale End’, see Jul 14: £5 per adult for BC, 
refreshments available. Another chance to see this lovely garden. 

23 Tue Reigate & Colley Hills RH2 9RP, TQ263523: 400m SE of M25 J8; from A217 
(no right turn) take 1st-left towards Gatton — NT car park is immediately 
signposted. Silver-spotted Skipper, Chalkhill Blue, Wall Brown? RS 

LINK

https://knepp.co.uk/
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25 Thu Dawney Heath & Brookwood Cemetery GU24 0JE, SU946560: Avenue de Cagny, 
Pirbright Green, 1.5km walk from Brookwood Station. Grayling FK 

27 Sat 9.30 Great Car Journey West RH5 6SR, TQ141503: Denbies Hillside (Ranmore 
car park east, NT members free) for car share (5 miles, 10mins via White Down 
Lane) to Gomshall Station GU5 9NU (free parking). VERY STEEP return walk over 
some of the finest butterfly country on the Downs, arr. c15.00 RS 

30 Tue 10.00 MORNING ONLY River Mole & Box Hill RH4 1NP, TQ18425023: Hillier 
Garden Centre, Reigate Road, Dorking. VERY STEEP 4km circular walk, riverside 
& lower Box Hill. Silver-spotted Skipper, Adonis Blue & summer butterflies MW 

AUGUST 
4 Sun Box Hill: see Jun 16: STEEP walk to Lower Viewpoint & Dukes. 

Adonis Blue, Silver-spotted Skipper RE 

6 Tue Denbies Hillside: see May 12: STEEP! Adonis Blue, Silver-spotted Skipper RE 

7 Wed 10.30 MORNING ONLY Bookham Common: see Jun 29. Brown Hairstreak MW 

8 Thu Wildwood Golf Course (derelict), 10m SE of Guildford GU6 8JR, TQ04813606: 
from A281 Horsham Rd, turn east into Wildwood Lane (note signpost for 
Cranleigh Rugby Club); after 500m (passing Rugby Club on left), turn right into 
parking area. Brown Hairstreak & Dragonflies (18 ponds). 
Joint trip with British Dragonfly Society FK 

13 Tue 14.00 Bookham Common: see Jun 29. 
Afternoon version of previous week’s visit. Brown Hairstreak CH 

18 Sun Merrow & Pewley Downs: see Jun 5. Brown Hairstreak CH 

20 Tue Tolworth Court Farm Fields: park Worcester Park Road KT4 7QD, TQ20496515, 
w3w oiled.laws.intent; walk north 650m along east of A240 Kingston Road; 
take pedestrian crossing south of Jubilee Way; turn back 50m to meet 
by information boards at TQ20036542, w3w looked.park.olivet. 
ALSO: 250m south of Tolworth station (SWR). End 14.00. Brown Hairstreak RS 

29 Thu Little Mead, Cranleigh GU6 8LT, TQ04603985: Notcutts Garden Centre, 
B2128 Guildford Rd, 1.2km NW of village. Brown Hairstreak FK

g Hutchinson’s Bank walks 11.00 incl. London WT Apr 21, May 1, 5, 19, 22, 26 
Meet junction of Featherbed Lane & Farleigh Dean Crescent. Jun 9, 23, Jul 7, 14
g Epsom Common, June: we are not running a field trip for Black Hairstreak because 
the management there fear excessive footfall. Access details: Skipper number 70, page 11. 
https://butterfly-conservation.org/in-your-area/surrey-and-sw-london-branch/surrey-skipper

Leaders 
Malcolm Bridge ..............07806 253331 
Sarah Clift......................07736 630649 
Paul Cook ......................07796 778376 
Robert Edmondson ..........01306 885085 
Alison Gilry ....................07736 962466 
David Hatcher ................07834 182819 

Clive Huggins ..................07952 964253 
Francis Kelly ..................07952 285661 
Richard Stephens ............07815 444166 
Gareth Tilley ..................07388 205023 
Dave Warburton ..............07736 338366 
Mike Weller....................07918 171179 
Alan Wilkinson ................07766 992800

https://butterfly-conservation.org/in-your-area/surrey-and-sw-london-branch/surrey-skipper
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iRecord is our recommended recording platform, 
via iRecord.org.uk or iRecord Butterflies app. 
Thank you to the 900+ recorders who submitted 19k+ 
Surrey butterfly records in 2023. Those figures continue to 
grow year on year. They incude data from: 
butterflyrecording.org (BC’s own recording portal) 
gardenbutterflysurvey.org; iNaturalist/Seek 
UKBMS transect data is separately on iRecord. 
Bigbutterflycount.butterfly-conservation.org is separate 
g  More details, including how to create filters, 

are on our website’s Recording page.  Surrey RecordingLINK

 iRecordLINK

VC17 iRecorders iRecords
2013 32 344
2014 116 1,004
2015 159 3,182
2016 230 4,247
2017 333 7,214
2018 322 6,434
2019 443 6,534
2020 580 10,977
2021 709 10,843
2022 829 *16,542
2023 900+ 19,676

*Garden Butterfly Survey
1st inclusion: 2,434

 iRecord Butterflies appLINK

FEWER 
THAN 30  
COPIES 
LEFT

£16 (+ p & p) from surreywildlifetrust.org/shop

https://irecord.org.uk/
https://butterfly-conservation.org/our-work/recording-and-monitoring/irecord-butterflies
https://www.butterflyrecording.org/
https://gardenbutterflysurvey.org/
https://www.inaturalist.org/pages/seek_app
https://bigbutterflycount.butterfly-conservation.org/
https://butterfly-conservation.org/in-your-area/surrey-and-sw-london-branch/recording-conservation
https://irecord.org.uk/
https://butterfly-conservation.org/our-work/recording-and-monitoring/irecord-butterflies
https://www.surreywildlifetrust.org/shop#!/Butterflies-of-Surrey-Revisited/p/116649747/category=31407261
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SUMMARY 2023: warm & wet. 
Warm   9 months, best Sep 
Sunny   7 months, best Jun 
Wet        9 months, wettest Mar 

g Data is for the Met Office region 
England SE & Central South: 
Surrey, London, Berks, Hants, 
Kent, Sussex, Wilts 

Yellow    warm/sunny 
Red          year’s warmest/sunniest 
Blue         wet 
Black       year’s wettest

Mean Anom Hours Anom mm Anom
Jan 4.8 -0.1 73 122% 25 30%
Feb 7.1 +2.1 94 117% 62 101%
Mar 8.1 +1.1 160 129% 42 80%
Apr 9.4 +0.1 185 105% 18 34%
May 13.3 +1.0 188 89% 50 95%
Jun 15.5 +0.3 242 116% 33 62%
Jul 19.0 +1.7 256 117% 5 9%
Aug 19.5 +2.3 249 124% 31 49%
Sep 14.9 +0.2 133 86% 86 140%
Oct 13.5 +2.1 136 120% 92 102%
Nov 9.8 +2.1 72 102% 171 182%
Dec 4.1 -1.2 56 104% 105 118%
Year 11.6 +1.0 1,843 110% 719 89%

Temp C Sunshine Rainfall
2022

Mean Anom Hours Anom mm Anom
Jan 5.2 +0.3 72 121% 99 118%
Feb 6.1 +1.1 85 106% 8 12%
Mar 7.3 +0.3 61 49% 129 247%
Apr 8.9 -0.4 159 90% 76 143%
May 12.7 +0.4 230 110% 38 73%
Jun 17.6 +2.4 279 134% 33 60%
Jul 16.8 -0.5 170 78% 91 169%
Aug 16.9 -0.3 184 91% 70 110%
Sep 17.7 +3.0 175 113% 64 105%
Oct 13.2 +1.8 117 104% 161 179%
Nov 7.9 +0.2 83 118% 130 139%
Dec 7.6 +2.3 21 39% 117 131%
Year 11.5 +0.9 1,635 98% 1,016 126%

Temp C Sunshine Rainfall
2023

Mean Anom Hours Anom mm Anom
Jan 4.7 -0.2 80 134% 79 94%
Feb 8.1 +3.1 49 62% 147 243%

2024
Temp C Sunshine Rainfall

Weather Watch Francis Kelly

g Anomaly column is comparison with 30-year data 1991-2020.

Wild Spaces, a cornerstone of Butterfly Conservation’s 
2021-26 Strategy, has its own website. 

Go to www.wild-spaces.co.uk to register your own 
Wild Space and to see others near you. BC’s target is 
100,000 Wild Spaces by 2026. The site has an id 
feature and plenty of other resources.

Wild Spaces

BC officer Start Duration Main funding

Steve Bolton Conservation
Ele Johnstone Engagement 2021-05 4 years to 2024 National Lottery

Heritage Fund £440,000

Paul Cawsey Project Officer
Fiona Haynes to 2021-05 2019-10 3 years: extended 

to 2023-05
National Lottery
Heritage Fund £93,000

Surrey/Sussex borders, including Oaken Wood, our Branch reserve

Conservation projects
Big City Butterflies (London)

Saving the Wood White in the South East COMPLETE

https://www.metoffice.gov.uk/research/climate/maps-and-data/uk-and-regional-series
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The Hardy Orchid Society received 
200+ photos across 18 categories. 
Gillian Elsom’s Glanville Fritillary 
on a Pyramidal Orchid won “View of 
an orchid with pollinator” and the 
Maren Talbot Trophy for best overall.

Competition for the British Dragonfly Society’s 
40th anniversary calendar attracted 316 entries. 
The 12 winners, chosen by Mike Dilger, included: 
Ken Elsom ..............Upton Fen, Norfolk Hawker  
Francis Kelly Cranleigh garden 
..............Four-spotted & Broad-bodied Chasers, 

Prize photos by Branch members

Three Goals 

g Halve the number of the UK’s 
threatened species of 
butterflies & moths. 
71 species: 12 butterflies 
including Wood White; 
38 macro-moths; 
21 micro-moths. 

g Improve the condition of 100 of 
the most important landscapes 
for butterflies & moths. 

g Transform 100,000 wild spaces 
in the UK for people, 
butterflies & moths. 

Five Initiatives 
g Recover butterflies & moths 
g Connect people to nature 
g Unite for wildlife 
g Tackle threats to species 
g Manage land sustainably

 https://butterfly-conservation.org/our-work/our-strategyLINK

https://butterfly-conservation.org/our-work/our-strategy
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Underscore = hyperlink 
Mar 12 Surrey Zoom talk 
Mar 23       UK Butterfly Recorders meeting, 

10.00-12.30, Zoom 
Apr 1 Transect season starts 
Apr 2 Surrey Zoom talk 
Apr 6 2024 Herts/Middx Members’ Day 
Apr 24 First Surrey field trip 
May 18 Nunhead Cemetery Open Day 
Jun 1-9 Festival of Nature 
Jun 8-9 Lambeth Country Show, 

Brockwell Park 
Jun 24-30 Insect Week  

organised by RES every 2 yrs 
Jul 6 New Members’ Day, Ashtead 

Jul 12 – Aug 4 
Big Butterfly Count 

Jul 20-28 National Moth Week 
Jul 29 – Aug 4 

Heath Week 
Aug 29 Final Surrey field trip 
Sep 28 Amateur Entomologists’ Society 

Annual Exhibition & Trade Fair, 
Kempton 

Sep 29 Transect season ends 
Oct 26 Surrey Members’ Afternoon 
Oct 31 Transect records online please 
Nov 3 Hampshire AGM, Littleton 
Nov 9 BC National AGM: Zoom 
Nov-Apr Surrey Zoom talks

Social Media
OUR social media accounts are listed 
on page 2. Facebook is ideal for photos, 
X-Twitter for news. 
To see X-Twitter mentions of 
@BC_Surrey, we recommend 
alerts.talkwalker.com

Butterfly
Conservation

in Surrey
Branch page

Surrey
Butterflies
Mick Rock's

group
Followers Members

2022-09 1,422 2,818 374
2023-03 1,426 2,842 384
2023-09 1,450 2,903 503
2024-03 1,458 3,067 508

Followers

@BC_Surrey

X-Twitter Facebook

Click Mentions to see visitor posts to Branch page.
Surrey Butterflies has the most activity. 

 Surrey Branch social mediaLINK

Dates

Oaken Wood 
OAKEN WOOD, founded by Forestry 
ranger Peter Beale in 1993 and officially 
launched in 1995, is our partnership site 
with Forestry England. 

It is 12ha (30 acres) of wood/grassland 
in SW Surrey, 2.6km south of Dunsfold, 
within the 324ha Chiddingfold Forest. 
It includes a 3ha extension west to Lagfold 
track, added in 2015. 

In 2023 our five-year management 
licence was renewed until Sep 2028.

Access: SU993338, via track (usually no 
vehicular access) that runs west from 
Plaistow Rd at SU994338; GU8 4PG. 
Parking for only a few cars. 

Western (Botany Bay) entrance to 
Chiddingfold Forest is off High Street 
Green at SU978348; GU8 4YA. Parking 
here is slightly easier; beware roadside 
ditches! Oaken Wood is 2.5km to the east. 
n Volunteers are invited to our winter 
work parties. Please see website. 

 Oaken WoodLINK

https://www.bnhc.org.uk/festival-of-nature/
https://lambethcountryshow.co.uk/
https://www.insectweek.org/
https://bigbutterflycount.butterfly-conservation.org/
https://nationalmothweek.org/
https://www.tbhpartnership.org.uk/heath-week/
https://www.amentsoc.org/events/exhibitions.html
https://alerts.talkwalker.com/alerts/login
https://butterfly-conservation.org/in-your-area/surrey-and-sw-london-branch/social-media
https://butterfly-conservation.org/our-work/reserves/oaken-wood-surrey
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BC Branch Membership Household totals 2024-01

Surrey households 2015+

West Midlands 1,938 South Wales 871
Yorkshire 1,829 Cheshire & The Wirral 836
Hants & IOW 1,798 Gloucestershire 805
Upper Thames 1,660 Wiltshire 720
Cambs & Essex 1,642 Beds & Northants 695
Sussex 1,557 Glasgow & SW Scotland 661
Surrey 1,531 Suffolk 657
Somerset & Bristol 1,452 Warwickshire 619
Kent 1,426 Cornwall 610
East Midlands 1,374 North East England 592
Herts & Middx 1,262 Lincolnshire 495
Devon 1,220 Euro Butterflies Grp 480
Dorset 1,081 Cumbria 414
Lancashire 1,026 North Wales 362
Norfolk 1,009 Highlands & Islands 329
East Scotland 974 Northern Ireland 287

National Households 32,212; Individuals 43,755 g Some are members of >1 branch
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Photo Finish Francis Kelly

IN June I photographed my last of GB’s 58 
regular butterflies: Northern Brown Argus 
in Durham. However, I am not completely 
satisfied because the Durham NBAs are 
hybrids with Brown Argus. 

This June I plan to visit Scotland’s most 
northerly site for NBA, well out of reach of 

the Brown Argus, which is advancing up the 
east coast. BA crossed the Tees in 2006 and 
has now almost reached Newcastle. 
g Ireland’s Cryptic Wood White takes the 
regular British Isles list to 59. 
g Excludes Long-tailed Blue and Large 
Tortoiseshell, which are becoming regular.

Northern Brown Argus at Castle Eden Dene

g Northern Brown Argus featured in my talk to Members’ Afternoon in October. 
A PDF containing all 63 slides can be downloaded from https://butterfly-
conservation.org/in-your-area/surrey-and-sw-london-branch/members-days

https://butterfly-conservation.org/in-your-area/surrey-and-sw-london-branch/members-days
https://butterfly-conservation.org/in-your-area/surrey-and-sw-london-branch/members-days

