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Barred Tooth-striped
Trichopteryx polycommata

fa
ct

sh
ee

t

Conservation status
Priority Species in UK Biodiversity Action Plan. 
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This medium sized moth gets part of its English name from the
tooth-like markings on the forewings. The name Trichopteryx
means 'three-wing', referring to the lobe on the male hindwing,
which resembles a third wing. Formerly the moth was recorded
widely over the UK. Current strongholds appear to be Kent,
Sussex, the North Hampshire/Wiltshire area and South Cumbria. 
It has also been recorded recently in Dorset, Herefordshire 
and the brecklands of Norfolk, with a few scattered 
records in Scotland.

Foodplants
The larvae feed primarily on Wild Privet Ligustrum vulgare. They begin 
development in the leaf buds and later eat the expanded leaves. The larvae 
typically create small crescent-shaped holes in the margin of young privet leaves, 
although feeding damage alone cannot be used a reliable indicator of the species'
presence. It has been reported that larvae are most often found low down on privet 
bushes (below 25cm), although this is not always the case. Larvae are also known 
to feed on Ash Fraxinus excelsior.

Habitat
Many Barred Tooth-striped colonies occur on Wild Privet in open parts of woodland 
and ride-edges on chalk or limestone, although colonies are also known from Wild Privet 
in woodland on clay soils. Colonies occur on more open chalk downland in Sussex,
Hampshire, Kent and Dorset.

Life cycle
The species is single-brooded. The eggs are laid in April, with the larvae developing 
through May and June. The species overwinters as pupae below the soil surface, 
with the adults flying between mid March and mid or late April, depending on the 
season. Adults are nocturnal and can be found after dark at rest on the foodplant.

 



Woodland
u Widening of narrow or neglected rides will 

benefit Wild Privet and many other species 
of wildlife by increasing the amount of 
sunlight reaching the shrub layer. When 
widening rides with existing Wild Privet, 
cut back in sections so that only part of 
the potential breeding habitat is affected 
in any one year.

u Aim to produce a range of age classes 
of Wild Privet, by cutting sections of the 
ride on a rotation.

u Aim to produce ride edges and woodland 
margins with a gradual transition from 
short to tall vegetation.

Downland
u When creating or maintaining open 

downland by scrub removal, care should 
be taken to retain some mature stands of 
all shrub species. Aim to leave scattered 
Wild Privet bushes of a range of age 
groups, and to encourage young 
regrowth of Wild Privet.

u Grazing levels should be light enough 
to allow some regeneration of scrub.

u Wild Privet in sunny locations is also a 
valuable nectar source for many insects 
and should be conserved wherever it 
occurs, even if this moth is not known 
from the site.

How to survey/monitor
The best way is to search by torchlight for
adults at rest on Wild Privet bushes 
after dark in March and April. Adults will also
come sparingly to light-traps.

Habitat management for the Barred Tooth-striped

The precise requirements of this species are not known with any certainty.
However, the following may be appropriate:

This leaflet has been sponsored by the Department for
Environment, Food and Rural Affairs. Details of Defra's

Environmental Stewardship Scheme can be found at
www.defra.gov.uk/erdp/schemes/es/default.htm

The scheme includes Higher Level Stewardship, 
which supports management for targeted 

butterflies, moths and other biodiversity.
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