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For these Regulations to apply: 

1. The land must be uncultivated/ semi-natural land                                                              

i.e. it must have less than 25-30% of improved agriculturally sown species, such as 

Perennial Ryegrass and/or White Clover. 

2. The activity – e.g. ploughing, re-seeding or new drainage – must be aimed at 

intensifying the agricultural use of that land. A significant increase in number of 

stock could also qualify. 

Re-seeding a silage field, clearing out existing ditches, cutting rushes and 

cutting back encroaching scrub are classed as ‘routine maintenance’ and do 

not count unless they are part of further agricultural improvement works.  

3. The damage must be ‘significant’ – e.g. loss of a S42 butterfly or moth breeding 

area, destruction of high quality habitat, the area is large, etc.  

4. There needs to be good evidence. 

Environmental Impact Assessment (Agriculture) Regulations in Wales: 

How you can help 

 

 
Seen a species-rich field ploughed 
or a new drainage ditch in a bog? 
 
Want to know if you can do something 
about it?  
 
To protect land with significant environmental, 
historic or cultural importance from agricultural 
improvements, land managers are supposed to 
check with Welsh Government before they make 
such improvements. This is called ‘screening’. Not all 
do and Butterfly Conservation regularly reports cases 
of possible breaches. However, the regulations only 
have limited scope:  
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Butterfly Conservation volunteers can help in two ways 
 

1. By reporting possible breaches (‘tip-offs’) and  
2. By gathering good evidence of the existence of uncultivated/semi-natural land in 

case of future breaches.  
 
Butterfly Conservation staff and volunteers have provided evidence for numerous cases. 
These have led to ‘Stop Notices’ (to prevent further damage) and in some cases 
‘Remediation Notices’ (requiring the restoration of affected habitats). However, sometimes 
our evidence could be more useful.  
 

 
 
There are many other regulations that landowners/managers have to comply with. 
If something is affecting the butterfly or moth interest on a site please let Butterfly 
Conservation staff know. 
 
If you need further advice Butterfly Conservation 
staff can help or contact the Welsh Government staff 
directly. EIA.Unit@wales.gsi.gov.uk 03000 622006 
 
If you wish to remain anonymous Butterfly 
Conservation staff may be able to take up the case 
for you. Wales@butterfly-conservation.org  
01792 642972 
  
For more information go to:  
www.wales.gov.uk/eiaagriculture 

       Some pointers to providing good evidence: 

 Be specific. It has to be factual and relevant to the land being affected.                              

E.g. ‘With the landowner’s permission I visited the bracken slope (grid ref) on the 20th May 

20xx and counted 20 Pearl-bordered Fritillary and 2 White-spotted Sable moths’. You can 

report cases when viewed from a road or right of way but you should state this in your 

evidence. Evidence obtained illegally cannot be used. 

 Keep a record                                                                                                                              

Always record in your field book, diary, etc. if the land you visited had less than 25% 

agriculturally sown grasses and/or White Clover, e.g. ‘The field was fine grasses and 

abundant herbs with no rye grass or white clover in the sward’, alongside butterfly and 

moth records and date. A date-attributable photograph is also extremely helpful. 

 Don’t delay                                                                                                                                                

If providing a ‘tip-off’,  the quicker the EIA team can visit a site the greater the likelihood 

of a positive outcome, e.g. if a site has been ploughed but not yet fertilised or re-seeded, 

the greater the chance former habitat can be identified. If asked to give evidence for a 

‘screening’, remember that Welsh Government has to respond to the applicant in 35 days 

so prompt replies, preferably via email, are vital. 

mailto:EIA.Unit@wales.gsi.gov.uk
mailto:Wales@butterfly-conservation.org
http://www.wales.gov.uk/eiaagriculture

