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Chairman’s Thoughts

By Judy Dunmore
Firstly, a very warm welcome to all those new members who have joined us over the winter 
months. I hope you will enjoy your membership and that we will see you at some of the 
Events organised this summer. Please make yourself known to the leader when you come 
along. In the meantime you will be receiving an invitation from our Membership Secretary, 
Karen Husband, to come along to an event just for new members. I hope lots of you will 
attend.

After this exceptionally wet and mild winter it is going to be very interesting to see how 
our butterflies have fared. We are now over half way through the ten year recording period 
before the next Atlas. One third of the tetrads in the county still have no records supplied 
for the last 6 years and many others only a few species recorded. Please study Andy’s 
coverage map on page 19 carefully and see if you can fill some of the gaps this year.

We are absolutely delighted that Matthew Oates, the renowned author, broadcaster and 
butterfly champion has agreed to be the main speaker at our AGM this year. Many of you 
may have already read his recent book and/or his numerous articles in the press, or indeed 
seen him on TV. With such a distinguished speaker we have decided the event should be 
open to non-members (a small charge) so please feel free to bring along any interested 
friends or relatives. The afternoon will also include a short presentation by Kiri Stuart-
Clarke, our Facebook manager and ex professional photographer, giving tips on butterfly 
photography. Full details can be found on page 13 – put this in your diary now so you don’t 
miss out.  

Over the winter a couple of members have come forward and volunteered to help at Events.  
However, no-one has volunteered to take on the Events Organiser role so we have had to 
cut back our commitments even further this year. The only large public event we expect 
to attend is Wild about Norfolk in October but, hopefully, we will find a way to re-instate 
attending other events in the future.

In this issue are details of the summer programme. As we only produce two Newsletters 
each year, more use is being made of the Branch webpage to keep you, our members, as 
informed as possible. Consequently, these details have been available on the website for a 
few weeks prior to this publication. Neil Saunders, our Webmaster, has been working very 
hard to provide other information which I hope will be of interested to both our Norfolk 
members and visitors to the county. There are now maps showing where each field trip/
indoor event will be held, and also details and maps of butterfly sites throughout the county.  

Together with our Facebook and Twitter presence, this gives us a platform to keep our 
members up-to-date, particularly with any last minute changes or additions. I urge you all 
to embrace these new technologies and to use these resources to keep in touch. Many of us 
may not particularly like this new electronic age but we can’t just close our eyes and hope 
it will go away!
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Field Trips and Events 2015
When organising the field trips we take every care to ensure that our events present no 
greater hazard than any other countryside walk. However please note the following:
Clothing – generally stout shoes are needed, a sun hat and sun screen are advisable in hot 
weather; insect repellent can be useful.
Refreshments – bring plenty of liquids in hot weather and a packed lunch where 
appropriate.
Weather – if the forecast is poor, contact the leader to check if the event is going ahead.
Directions – details and maps are available on the branch website

Wednesday May 18th: Lynford Arboretum/Lakes – moth trap opening at 10.00am
Trap opening, butterflies and day flying moths. A brand new location where we will be 
opening traps set locally the night before. With a variety of habitats this is a site with 
huge potential for interesting species. Afterwards, weather permitting we will have the 
opportunity to explore the area looking for scarcities such as Dingy Skipper and perhaps an 
early Tawny Wave.
Directions: Lynford Arboretum is along the Lynford Road off the A1065 north of Munford. 
Parking in the main car park at the Arboretum. Grid Ref. TL825935
Contact: Greg Bond  01263579520

Tuesday May 24th: Field Trip to Snettisham Coastal Park – 10.30am-1.00 pm
A walk round this King’s Lynn and West Norfolk Borough Council reserve looking spring 
butterflies including Green Hairstreak. Sturdy footwear advised.
Directions: Meet in the Pay and Display Car Park. Grid Ref. TF 650335
Contact: Ann Carpenter  01508 488337

Saturday June 11th: National Moth Night at NWT Foxley Wood – moth trap opening 
at 10.00am 
Once again we are hosting our event for National Moth Night jointly with Norfolk 
Wildlife Trust, this time at the ancient woodland site of Foxley Wood. Target species are 
hawkmoths, so this should appeal to children of all ages, though many other woodland 
species can be expected. After we open the traps, the Senior Reserves Officer Steve Collin 
will lead a walk round the reserve at 12.00 looking for butterflies, plants and anything else 
of interest. 
Directions: The reserve is signposted off the A1067 Fakenham road 2km from Foxley 
village. Parking is available in several small car parks just inside the nature reserve. Moth 
trap opening will be in the last (summer) car park area. Grid Ref. TG049229
Contact: Mike Gasson  01328829307

Sunday June 12th: Swallowtail Day at Wheatfen Nature Reserve – from 10.00am 
In conjunction with The Ted Ellis Trust, an opportunity to see Swallowtails, Norfolk 
Hawker dragonflies, Marsh Harriers etc. Guided walks all day. Reserve is tidal – wellies 
and insect repellant strongly recommended. Refreshments available. No charge, donations 
welcome. Sorry no dogs.  
Directions: Follow signs for parking at Grid Ref. TG325057 Postcode NR14 7AL
Contact: David Nobbs  01508 538036   www.wheatfen.org   
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Tuesday June 14th: Field Trip to Strumpshaw Fen – 10.30am-1.00 pm
Meet in the Reserve Car Park. A walk round this RSPB reserve looking for Swallowtails. 
The ground may be uneven in places and it can be quite damp, so sturdy footwear is 
advisable. There is a charge for non Members.
Directions: Grid Ref. TG 340066.
Contact: Ann Carpenter  01508 488337.

Saturday July 2nd: Moths at Catfield Fen – moth trap opening at 10.00am
As last year we are running an open morning for members at Catfield Fen concentrating 
on some of the special moths which occur there. We will be putting out traps the night 
before and will, weather permitting, hope to attract species such as Oblique Carpet, Flame 
Wainscot, Reed Leopard and Gold Spot as well as good numbers of other moths which 
occur in this pristine habitat. Unaccompanied access is only possible along the Rond on the 
western and southern boundary of the Reserve.  No boat trips are being arranged this time 
but visitors will be free to wander along the Rond afterwards, looking for dragonflies or 
even a late Swallowtail. Wellies recommended. You might also find insect repellent useful. 
Sorry no dogs.
Directions: Parking by kind permission of Dr and Mrs S Holburn at TG369215 Postcode 
NR29 5DD.
Contact: Greg Bond  01263 579520

Thursday July 7th: Field Trip to Beeston Common – 10.30am-1.00pm
 A walk round this fine reserve looking for summer butterflies and other wildlife. The 
ground can be uneven and very damp in places so sturdy footwear is advisable.
Directions: Meet in lay by on A149, Sheringham Grid Ref. TG 166425
Contact: Ann Carpenter  01508 488337.

Wednesday July 13th : Moths in the Brecks at Middle Harling Heath –  9.30am
A repeat of last year’s very successful moth trapping event where despite the awful weather 
we caught V-moth, Satin Beauty, Red necked Footman, Festoon and a host of other scarce 
species. With better weather this year we would also expect to find Breck speciality day 
flying moths such as Oblique-striped and Marbled Clover as well as some excellent flora.
Directions: Meet at the FC ride entrance to Middle Harling Heath on the Garboldisham 
Road between East Harling and Gasthorpe, marked on OS maps as ROMAN road between 
B111 junction and A1066 junction. Grid Ref.: TL986833
Contact: Greg Bond 01263 579520

July 15th - August 7th: Big Butterfly Count
See www.bigbutterflycount.org to get involved – enthuse your children and grandchildren.

Saturday July 16th: Norfolk Wildlife Trust, Cley – 9.30am-4pm
We are again joining forces with Norfolk Wildlife Trust at their Cley reserve to explore the 
fascinating lives of insects. Guided walks, talks, and activities throughout the day. 
For adults: 9.30am join us as we open a moth trap and then enjoy a talk on Moths in 
Norfolk (no charge); 11.00pm Pond dipping for adults (no charge); 2.30pm Butterfly and 
dragonfly walk along the reserve and across Walsey hill (£3.50 NWT members, £5 non-
members) 
For children: All day Come along to the moth traps opening (no charge) then the Trust 
will have crafts and activities in the Aspinall education centre; 2.30pm Pond dipping for 
families (£4 children, accompanying adult for free) 
Directions: Cley NWT Visitor Centre east of Cley village on A149 coast road.
Contact: Cley NWT 01263 740008



Saturday July 30th: Field Trip to Holt Country Park and Holt Lowes – 10.30am-
1.00pm
Meet in Country Park car park for which there is a charge. A walk round this North Norfolk 
Council Reserve looking for summer butterflies including Silver-washed Fritillary and 
White Admiral plus other wildlife. Sturdy footwear advised. For anyone interested, bring a 
pack lunch to go on to Holt Lowes and search for Grayling and Purple Hairstreak. 
Directions: Grid Ref.: TG 083375. 
Contact: Ann Carpenter  01508 488337.

Thursday August 4th: Field Trip to Winterton Dunes – 10.30am-1.00pm
A walk round this Natural England Reserve looking for summer butterflies, including 
Grayling and Dark Green Fritillary. Paths can be hard going so sturdy shoes with support 
for the ankles advised.
Directions: Meet in Beach car park near the Fishing Sheds. Grid Ref.: TG 499199
Contact: Ann Carpenter  01508 488337.

Sunday September 4th: Field Trip to Chambers Farm Wood – 11.00am 
An all day visit to look for Brown Hairstreak.  This is a joint meeting with members of the 
Lincolnshire Branch for this late emerging butterfly.  There is a butterfly garden next to the 
Education Centre, an excellent site for other late summer butterflies. Toilets and free parking.
Bring lunch and drinks and wear suitable footwear for woodland paths.
Directions: Near Bardney, Lincolnshire, meet by the Education Centre Grid Ref. TF147739.
Contact: Ann Carpenter  01508 488337.

Wednesday September 7th: Illustrated Talk at Blakeney – 7.30 pm
Madagascar – Birding the eighth Continent – by John Geeson
Directions: Blakeney Scout Hut Postcode NR25 7PQ
Contact: Judy Dunmore  01263 822550

Saturday October 1st: AGM  and Photographic Competition – 2pm-5.30 pm 
Directions: Hethersett Village Hall Details on page 00
Contact: Judy Dunmore  01263 822550

Saturday October 8th: ‘Wild about Norfolk’ – 10.00 am-4.00 pm 
A full day of activities and events, especially suitable for children.
Directions: Easton College, Postcode NR9 5DX
Contact: Judy Dunmore  01263 822550

Wednesday November 2nd : llustrated Talk at Blakeney – 7.30 pm
– 7.30 pm Blakeney Scout Hut
‘Norfolk moths and mothing – a BC perspective’ by Greg Bond, our Moth Officer  
Directions: Blakeney Scout Hut Postcode NR25 7PQ
Contact: Judy Dunmore  01263 822550

Friday December 4th  – Illustrated Talk in Norwich – 7.30pm 
‘Waifs and Strays’ - the odd, the unusual and the rare insects that have turned up in the eastern 
counties over the years. An illustrated talk by Andy Brazil, our county recorder. 
Directions: United Reform Church, Ipswich Road, Norwich, south of the ring road, access 
via Lyhart Road.  Postcode NR4 6QR - see website for map. 
Contact: Ann Carpenter  Tel: 01508 488337     
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By Alan Dawson, Transect Coordinator
 2015, in contrast to 2014, featured a rather cool, breezy Spring, with May being 
particularly cold and damp. Transect walkers found it difficult to fit in walks under suitable 
weather conditions. Things had improved by the end of June, but judging by the overall 
numbers the damage had already been done to butterfly numbers. The total number of 
butterflies recorded on 34 Norfolk transects in 2015 was 35324. This compares with 
41054 from 29 transects in 2014 and 43472, also on 29 transects, in 2013. The number of 
butterflies recorded on the equivalent 29 transects in 2015 was 28490, a 30% decrease. In 
my early look at the data (see the Autumn 2015 Newsletter) this difference did not show up 
so clearly, although the Spring butterfly numbers in 2015 were consistently lower than in 
2014.
Full 26 Week Transects
 As is usually the case, a few transects encountered problems in 2015. At Barnham 
Cross Common a very large number of ponies were unofficially introduced and left to graze 
into July, with the result that the flowers were largely eaten. We will watch this site in 2016 
to see how it recovers from the serious over-grazing. An access problem meant that the 
route for the How Hill transect had to be changed. The UKBMS rules mean that changing 
a route converts it into a new transect, so How Hill is now How Hill New. However, the 
change in route is relatively minor so for the purposes of analysing Norfolk transects I have 
included it. More positively, four other new transects got underway at Courtyard Farm, 
Blakeney Friary Hills, Holt Country Park and Felbrigg Hall (the latter did not start until the 
end of May but is included in Table 1). These new transects, together with the resumption 
of the transect at Middle Harling Heath, bring the current Norfolk number of full 26 week 
transects up to 34. 
Table 1 shows the annual summary for the full 26 week transects. The numbers are 
corrected by the recording software for any weeks missed, so that the totals are directly 
comparable from year to year. The total number of species seen on transect was 34, up 
from 33 last year because White-letter Hairstreak was recorded again at Cranwich and, for 
the first time, at Syderstone. Chalkhill Blue was seen on the Ringstead transect again this 
year, but not on transect at Cranwich, where it had been seen in 2013. Dark Green Fritillary 
was a new species for the Ringstead transect. The new walk at Holt Country Park yielded 
massive numbers of Silver-washed Fritillary and White Admiral.
 As before, I have constructed a winners and losers table (Table 2) for 2015 
compared to 2014 for the 29 transects that were common across the two years (so 
excluding Middle Harling, Courtyard Farm, Holt Country Park, Blakeney Friary Hills and 
Felbrigg). Also excluded are Swallowtail (see separate table, White-letter Hairstreak (not 
seen In 2014) and Chalkhill Blue (only on one transect and with an unchanged number 
from 2014). As I have said previously, there is quite a lot of variation from site to site, so 
the Table should be regarded as a very crude indicator. Given the drop in overall numbers, 
it is not surprising that the number of losers far outweighs the number of winners. Of 
the species seen in large numbers, Large and Small White showed increases, but these 
were increases on the extremely low numbers seen in 2014. Holly Blue was seen in good 
numbers and Silver-washed Fritillary continued its rise up the rankings. Apart from these, 
and a slight increase in immigration of Painted Lady, the picture is distinctly gloomy. In 
particular, Small Tortoiseshell, after a bit of a resurgence in 2013 and 14, is back in the 
doldrums, and the normally strong performers such as Ringlet and Meadow Brown also 
suffered.

Norfolk UKBMS Transect Recording in 2015
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Single-species transects
 We have single-species transects for Swallowtail at Wheatfen Broad, Catfield 
Fen, Strumpshaw Fen and Ranworth Broad. There is a transect for Silver-studded Blue at 
Buxton Heath. These transects are only walked during the flight-season.
Red-list Species
 Of the ten Red List species in Norfolk, only Grizzled Skipper was not counted on  
               a transect, although it was sighted in the County.
 Of the others:

•	 Dingy Skipper (24) at Cranwich Camp, down from 38 in 2014
•	 Silver-studded Blue (211). The count at Buxton Heath was very similar to last 

year.  The areas that were subject to maintenance in 2013 are showing good signs 
of recovery.

•	 White Admiral was recorded on 6 transects: Holkham, the three Swanton Novers 
walks, Holt Country Park (in large numbers!) and Felbrigg Hall. This year 
they were not counted at Bure Marshes, Mousehold Heath, Roydon Common, 
Gaywood Valley or How Hill, were they were seen on transect in 2014.

•	 Wall Brown was recorded at 10 sites (same as 2014). Compared with 2014, it was 
not seen at Syderstone but Blakeney Friary Hills was a new site. Numbers were 
substantially down (41% decline).

•	 Grayling (6 sites compared with 5 in 2014 – Holt Country Park is a new site).  
Numbers were a bit down (25%) on 2014.

•	 Small Heath (14 sites, up from 10 in 2014) It was seen at Marlingford, Pensthorpe 
and Blakeney (all missing in 2014) as well as Middle Harling, where the transect 
was not completed in 2014. 

•	 Chalkhill Blue.  The number recorded at Ringstead was similar to 2014 (8 cf 
9) but there was no confirmed sighting at Cranwich Camp. The timed count at 
Warham Camp yielded 2239 butterflies (2763 in 2014).

•	 Swallowtail – does not look to have had a good year. The numbers seen at Sutton 
Fen and Bure Marshes were very low compared to previous years (although at 
Bure Marshes there was a major problem in completing the walks during the 
flight season, so this number may well be very unreliable.

Outlook for 2016
In my preliminary look at the numbers for 2015, in the Autumn 2015 Newsletter, 

I made an appeal for volunteers to take on the single species transects for Dingy Skipper 
at Narborough Railway Line and Dingy and Grizzled Skipper at Foulden Common. I am 
delighted to report that volunteers have come forward for both. However the recorder at 
Roydon Common (full 26 week transect) is unfortunately no longer able to continue doing 
the transect there, so I would love to hear from someone who felt they could take that on. 
On a more positive note, we will be starting a new transect at Redgrave and Lopham Fen 
in 2016. This is a Suffolk Wildlife Trust site but much of it lies within Norfolk, so the two 
counties will be sharing the information. 

 Finally as ever my heartfelt thanks go to all the transect recorders whose skill and 
hard work produces all this valuable information about the state of our butterflies.  
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Small Skipper 10 18 1 11 1 86 13 20 1 6 55
Essex Skipper 4 11 1 19 12 3 14 4
Sm/Es Skipper 81 5 5 128 131 1 249 7 62 16
Large Skipper 16 11 16 4 27 2 6 23 50 13 8 15 130
Dingy Skipper

Grizzled Skipper
Swallowtail 7 8 26

Clouded Yellow 1
Brimstone 86 2 4 1 52 1 67 9 2 10 38 13 12 5 104

Large White 147 38 141 116 220 22 18 39 33 70 59 144 31 21 3 31
Small White 36 34 24 25 62 11 3 11 41 51 46 50 12 4 9 42

Green-v. White 280 6 1 18 27 7 46 177 6 16 53 50 19 4 146
Orange Tip 25 5 2 19 16 14 22 67 3 15 8 7 11

Green Hairstreak 8 7 13 10 53
Purple Hairstreak 2 21 4 3
W-l. Hairstreak
Small Copper 42 8 9 27 9 13 36 9 1 3 48
Common Blue 1 73 151 6 29 28 1 11 30 191 7 13 11 5

Holly Blue 12 65 10 8 18 14 6 2 1
Brown Argus 31 31 3

Chalkhill Blue
White Admiral 10 13 21 11
Red Admiral 11 74 4 15 6 5 13 6 54 5 64 25 2 5 11 29
Painted Lady 2 37 10 1 4 5 8 2 2 59 8 12 2 7 7

Sm. Tortoiseshell 34 10 16 11 44 38 8 4 41 91 57 35 2 2 9 100
Peacock 114 153 38 17 15 47 5 10 94 41 28 99 57 36 48 44 196
Comma 23 32 1 17 13 13 11 15 30 16 14 6 4

S-w. Fritillary 37 11 22
Dark G. Fritillary 72 1 2 9 1
Speckled Wood 38 38 19 70 69 51 2 23 13 16 48 58 60 9 39

Wall Brown 74 29 57 2 1
Grayling 3 2 15 311 90

Gatekeeper 27 93 241 53 45 129 22 65 53 85 192 128 212 24 8 50 379
Meadow Brown 16 257 325 120 167 420 7 18 133 638 126 62 286 74 30 123 787

Small Heath 9 60 220 18 222 2 10
Ringlet 6 105 88 37 31 149 2 30 81 8 61 915 290 209 15 259

Total (index) 670 1355 1222 660 685 1612 125 513 662 1610 1291 617 2275 681 541 409 2367

No. of Species 14 26 24 21 21 22 13 17 19 20 19 18 23 20 18 21 23
Weeks Done 11 20 20 18 19 22 26 18 24 25 24 25 15 15 15 21 26

Transect Started 1976 1976 1978 2004 2012 2008 2008 2008 2008 2009 2009 2009 1992 1998 1998 2010 2010

Table 1: 2015 Norfolk Transect Data as Indices (corrected to 26 weeks)
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Small Skipper 18 1 217 5 114 80 6 7 4 228 116 4 15
Essex Skipper 6 20
Sm/Es Skipper 115 19 253 38 89 40 10 4
Large Skipper 13 9 85 8 54 33 2 11 5 3 61 7 1
Dingy Skipper 24

Grizzled Skipper
Swallowtail 9

Clouded Yellow 3
Brimstone 18 2 12 53 11 13 221 2 6 13 2 46 8 1 91

Large White 64 71 127 59 37 45 75 21 9 39 21 20 31 290 61 62 115
Small White 29 70 73 165 23 90 34 25 103 8 186 11 60 154 117 18 8

Green-v. White 59 19 190 25 1 18 17 6 14 67 26 53 7
Orange Tip 33 11 18 93 6 23 67 4 2 10 36 24 45 15 3 14

Green Hairstreak 1 3 9 1
Purple Hairstreak 4
W-l. Hairstreak 13 2
Small Copper 4 10 2 6 3 10 51 3 78 18 9 1 2 17 3
Common Blue 63 10 25 196 1 5 223 18 25 6 19 42 10

Holly Blue 2 2 2 4 7 4 1 9 2
Brown Argus 3 2 138 10 2 21 10 17

Chalkhill Blue 8
White Admiral 43 1
Red Admiral 14 1 30 7 14 2 14 25 10 17 13 33 26 12 3 60 5
Painted Lady 1 7 21 22 1 7 5 1 11 8 5 16 5 2 21

Sm. Tortoiseshell 93 53 17 14 35 5 1 34 10 13 21 19 5 27 16 5 9
Peacock 101 7 22 64 36 16 56 34 18 44 41 72 87 40 8 21 1
Comma 82 1 20 23 1 5 22 10 9 5 16 8 26 16 3 57 5

S-w. Fritillary 2 146
Dark G. Fritillary 1
Speckled Wood 40 19 89 9 14 16 22 28 14 4 6 63 40 17 6 75

Wall Brown 2 42 4 21 4
Grayling 1

Gatekeeper 57 52 26 61 73 22 142 42 261 64 217 120 52 45 62 47 29
Meadow Brown 164 200 171 996 315 308 606 17 110 107 480 159 68 774 84 150 45

Small Heath 60 3 119 44 33 117 2
Ringlet 155 133 117 211 45 38 94 61 254 33 217 101 106 244 25 332 20

Total (index) 1112 737 991 2538 718 816 1853 346 1288 422 1458 815 639 2021 608 1152 278
No. of Species 22 17 25 20 20 20 23 19 21 16 24 18 18 22 20 22 14
Weeks Done 20 17 18 25 21 25 21 25 26 12 28 20 18 25 17 22 11

Transect Started 2011 2011 2011 2011 2012 2012 2012 2012 2012 2013 2013 2014 2015 2015 2015 2015 2015



2015 2014 %
change 2015 2014 %

change

Holly Blue 158 71 123 Grayling 421 560 -25
Silver-washed Fritillary 72 35 106 Orange Tip 493 670 -26

Painted Lady 234 116 102 Essex Skipper 74 103 -28
Large White 1693 841 101 Meadow Brown 6294 9029 -30
Small White 1173 814 44 Small Heath 800 1186 -33

Small Skipper 457 474 -4 Green Hairstreak 91 144 -37
Small/Essex Skipper 1249 1316 -5 Dingy Skipper 24 38 -37
Purple Hairstreak 34 39 -13 Green-veined White 1298 2068 -37

Brimstone 752 868 -13 Ringlet 3640 5815 -37
Gatekeeper 2934 3480 -16 Wall Brown 211 360 -41

Dark Green Fritillary 86 103 -17 Peacock 1576 2724 -42
Comma 400 489 -18 Red Admiral 528 978 -46

Small Copper 394 496 -21 Speckled Wood 908 1702 -47
Brown Argus 103 130 -21 Large Skipper 520 1050 -50

Common Blue 933 1179 -21 Small Tortoiseshell 808 2863 -72
White Admiral 55 71 -23 Clouded Yellow 4 38 -89

Table 2: Winners and Losers for 2015 Compared to 2014 

Site Started Swallowtail numbers
2010 2011 2012 2013 2014 2015

Bure Marshes
(Natural England) 1976 42 50 20 40 37 7

Strumpshaw Fen
(RSPB) 2008 6 12 4 2 4 8

Sutton Fen
(RSPB)_ 2010 78 123 30 76 118 26

Wheatfen
(Ted Ellis Trust) 2010 2 10 6 19 8 11

Strumpshaw Fen
(RSPB) 2010 13 18 6 14 8 5

Ranworth
(NWT) 2010 2 0 3 0 0

Catfield Fen 
(BC) 2010 4 8 17 16 10

How Hill
(Broads Authority) 2011 22 2 13 10 9

Table 3: Swallowtail Numbers 
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Saturday October 1st 2015
2.00pm-5.30pm

Hethersett Village Hall
Back Lane, Hethersett  NR9 3JJ

‘In Pursuit of Butterflies – Latest Musings’
An illustrated talk by Matthew Oates

Reknowned butterfly expert, broadcaster and author

‘Top Tips for Butterfly Photography’
A short illustrated presentation by Kiri Stuart-Clarke

AGM
Photographic Competition

Further details on page 18

Free Parking                         Refreshments

From North/Norwich
 At the A47/A11 Thickthorn roundabout  take the HETHERSETT exit B1172.
After about 2 miles TURN RIGHT on CHURCHFIELDS & follow the road 
through the estate and on to BACK LANE. The Village Hall is on your right.

 

From South/Wymondham
At Waitrose supermarket roundabout follow the signs for HETHERSETT on 
B1172. After 3 to 4 miles look for CHURCHFIELDS on the LEFT. Follow the 
road through the estate and on to BACK LANE. The Village Hall is on your 
right.

See website for map

Please make a note in your diary of on your calendar
NOW!
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By Greg Bond
One of the most popular destinations for family holidays from UK in recent years has been 
the Algarve in southern Portugal. My wife and I have a time share in Vilamoura, which we 
use most years. We also stay just outside the region in southern Alentejo, home for Great 
and Little Bustards, Black-shouldered Kites, Montagues Harriers and other wonderful 
birds. Southern Portugal is a great area for birding, and currently a little less developed than 
southern Spain. Its butterfly, dragonfly and moth fauna are less varied than its neighbour to 
the east but still relatively under-explored and more than capable of throwing up surprises. 
In any event, there are a whole host of species different to Norfolk, making it ideal for 
adding several quite common species to your butterfly list while still enjoying a family 
holiday. It is however probably appropriate to mention that trapping of moths and catching 
butterflies in Portugal is illegal without the necessary permits.

We have been fortunate to visit at various times during the year because of the flexible 
nature of our timeshare, allowing us to see a whole range of species while still being based 
in one of the most popular holiday locations on the coast. We do however hire cars when 
we are there, making exploration that much simpler. Roads in the area are good and fuel 
about the same price as UK. One of our favourite things to do is to park near to hunters 
tracks or along open grass verges, both of which can be found only a few kilometres back 
from the coast, and explore these on foot. As in Spain, development stops a short distance 
from the coast and plenty of habitat is available for casual exploration, ideal for finding 
a range of butterflies. There are also a number of river valleys and reservoirs close to the 
coast and these too are ideal for a number of interesting species. Examples include the river 
valleys in the west near Portimao running down from Monchique, the Ribeira del Algibre 
just north of Vilamoura, the Barragem do Funcho and the Barragem da Bravura in central 
and western Algarve, respectively. The area around the hill where the Paderne Castle stands 
can be excellent, as can the reserve at Fonte de Benemola, again just north of Vilamoura. 
These two latter sites are also brilliant for various orchids early in the year, so well worth a 
visit. It is worth mentioning that Portugal suffers from both drought and water extraction, 
so it is not unknown for rivers to dry up quite early in the season.

So what could you reasonably expect to find in your forays away from the grilled sardines 
and sandy beaches of the Algarve? Some species seem to be present off and on most of the 
year, Common Blue, Clouded Yellow, Small White, Holly Blue and the cramera subspecies 
of Brown Argus, sometimes considered a separate species, Spanish Brown Argus. 
Less familiar will be the tiny African Grass Blue along the coastal strip, the introduced 
Geranium Bronze, Large Tortoiseshell, Queen of Spain Fritillary and the orange-hued 
continental form of Speckled Wood, which to my eyes at least looks very much like a 
fritillary, so beware.  

Spring brings a clutch of unfamiliar Whites around wild crucifers – Western Dappled, 
Western Bath and Green-striped, plus Baton Blue, False Baton Blue, Black-eyed Blue, 

Holiday Destinations – the Algarve, Southern Portugal

Fig. 1: Brown Argus ssp. cramera          Fig. 2: Speckled Wood
Fig. 3: Western Dappled White          Fig. 4: Western Bath White
Fig. 5: Black-eyed Blue          Fig. 6: Spanish Purple Hairstreak
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Adonis Blue and along wooded valleys, Lorquins Blues. Green Hairstreaks can be 
common, and there are also the rarer Provencal and Chapmans Green Hairstreaks – I’ve 
never seen either of the latter but they are there in the western Algarve, so perhaps another 
year. Real’s Wood White can be found round vetches and Spanish Marbled Whites frequent 
bushy/grassy areas, for example near the Baragem do Funcho. Showiest of all is Spanish 
Festoon, which is quite widespread in the hills, up on Monchique for example, well worth a 
visit anyway for birds and the view along the whole coast.

Early summer can be a brilliant time to visit with a wide range of species to be found, 
Blue spot, Purple and the occasional Spanish Purple and False Ilex Hairstreaks, Spotted 
and Marsh Fritillaries (very common in places), familiar species such as Painted Lady, 
Red Admiral, Swallowtail and Scarce Swallowtail. These last two can be quite common 
earlier on, as can Brimstone and its Mediterranean cousin, Cleopatra, but they seem more 
abundant a little later. Familiar Meadow Browns are joined in places by Spanish and 
Southern Gatekeepers. Lulworth Skippers are common on grassy edges, as are Small and 
Essex Skippers. A few other skippers are also around including False Mallow, Sage and 
Red-underwing but happily few of the confusing grizzled types. Of the larger butterflies, 
three classy species can be found with a little perseverance, Cardinals on big thistles, 
Monarchs along the coastal strip and Two-tailed Pashas around Tulip trees, more often in 
the hills. We’ve found Monarchs quite regularly when birding, but have also seen it egg 
laying along with caterpillars and pupae in gardens on what to my untutored eyes were 
lantana plants, though this common introduction isn’t described as a food plant in any 
literature I’ve got. 

As summer wears on and the temperatures rise, butterflies can become scarce and our 
attention usually switches to birds and dragonflies, provided there is some fresh water left 
in the rivers and ponds. The Algarve has a good variety of the latter, many unfamiliar in 
United Kingdom, and can be good for the former with migrants passing south along the 
Atlantic coast and round the corner toward Spain. Butterflies are still about however in 
small numbers including Striped Graylings in rocky areas, Long tailed and Laings Short 
tailed Blues, African Grass Blues and Geranium Bronzes round ornamental gardens. Small 
Coppers and Clouded Yellows are still around but as in United Kingdom the pattern and 
variety of species declines and there will be less to tempt you away from those beaches!

Finally, whilst I am no botanist, spring in the Algarve can be superb for flowers. There are 
many sites for orchids, some of which such as Green-winged growing almost anywhere 
in stark contrast to UK. Cape St. Vincent, the south western point, can be bleak but is 
carpeted in hardy flowers, many endemic and well worth a visit – it does have butterflies in 
sheltered areas but can be brilliant for birds with Spectacled Warbler, Little Bustards and 
the potential for just about any lost migrant particularly in the autumn.

As for identification books, any decent European guide will do. We have however found 
the Sunflower Guide to the Algarve by Brian and Eileen Anderson excellent for walks – it’s 
where we found many of the sites mentioned earlier which are firm favourites when we 
visit for our annual fix of grilled sardines and sunshine.

Fig. 7: Marsh Fritillary          Fig. 8: Swallowtail
Fig. 9: False Ilex Hairstreak          Fig. 10: Two tailed Pasha

Fig. 11: Long tailed Blue          Fig. 12: Spanish Festoon
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Norfolk Branch 2015 Photographic Competition
The popular photographic Competition will again be held during the branch AGM on 
October 1st  (AGM details are on page 13). Entry details follow:

1. There are two entry categories with a prize for both winners
1. British Butterflies and Moths, including immature stages.
2. Overseas Butterflies and Moths, including immature stages.

2. All entries must have been photographed during 2015.
3. Entries must be prints up to A4 size (297 × 210mm) including any mount.
4. Mark the reverse of entries with your full name, address, information on the subject and  
 which category is entered.
5. You are limited to a maximum of three entries in each category.
6. Postal entries should submitted to the address below to arrive by 17th September. They  
 can be collected after the competition at the AGM but will not be returned by post  
 unless a stamped addressed envelope is provided with the entry.
7. Entries on the day of the competition must be provided 45 minutes before the start of the  
 meeting.
8. Some entries will be published in the branch newsletter. Postal print entries can be  
 scanned but it will be helpful to have digital files sent to the Newsletter Editor at:  
 moorend@globalnet.co.uk. For entries submitted on the day to be considered for  
 publication digital files must be provided in advance of the meeting.
9. By entering the competition you agree that your photographs can be used in the branch  
 newsletter or on our website. Photographer credits will be given.

Everyone attending the Norwich meeting on October 1st will be encouraged to vote 
on the photographs; the winning entries will be announced on the day. Contact details for 
enquiries and postal entries:

Mike Gasson, Moor End Cottage, Moor End Lane, Stibbard, Norfolk, NR21 0EJ
01328 829307

moorend@globalnet.co.uk

By Andy Brazil
The map shows coverage to date. Grey dots have five or less species recorded, while 
small dots show squares where only a single record exists. White areas are unrecorded. 
We now have at least one record for 1,045 of the 1,444 tetrad squares in Norfolk. Can 
you help fill in the blanks? Are there any gaps close to you? Can you spare an hour 
to pop over and write down the butterflies you see one day this summer?  “Tetrad-
bashing” can be a fun way to get to explore unknown and neglected bits of the county, 
and every square you can fill in will help us complete a full view of the state of 
Norfolk’s butterflies. (Of course we still want your records even if you live in a filled 
square. Many of the squares we do have records for are still missing common species, 
so we still want your records wherever you are.)

The Norfolk Atlas Project 2011-2019
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By Kiri Stuart-Clarke
1. Plan your shoot 
It may seem obvious to us as naturalists, but planning ahead really will pay dividends. If 
you have a particular target in mind researching your subject’s behaviour and the place you 
plan to visit in detail will make all the difference. Narrowing down the specifics of colony 
locations, food and nectar plants, roosting and mating behaviour in advance will all in-
crease chances of a successful shot. Make your first trip pre or early season to minimise the 
chance of tatty specimens.  “Work your local patch” by revisiting the same site repeatedly, 
your shots will steadily improve as you become familiar with the area’s flora, micro-land-
scape and where the butterflies like to hang out.
2. It’s not all about the light!
Well it is of course, but other factors contribute to optimum photography conditions too – 
there’s little point having perfect golden light if your butterfly is clinging on for dear life 
in a gale and you can’t keep it in the frame! You need to become something of an amateur 
weather forecaster for successful butterfly photography. The best conditions are zero to 
light winds (viewing windblown butterflies through a lens can make you feel rather sea-
sick). Aim to shoot early or late in the day before or after a cool or chilly night, which 
might even bring the bonus of a dew. These conditions mean butterflies have less energy, 
will be less flighty and more likely to linger on their perches. The best light is not strong di-
rect sunlight, which can create harsh shadows, but gentler soft subdued light which sculpts 
the subject. Be mindful of air pressure and accidentally disturbing your subject with your 
shadow as you position yourself. 
3. Explore composition and seek out “bokeh”
A common mistake among beginners can be the temptation to try to get too close and “fill 
the frame” with your subject. Instead, experiment with staying back for more contextual 
shots. Give yourself “cropping room” and explore off-centre placements of the butterfly in 
the frame using the “rule of thirds” and don’t forget portrait orientation. Plain backgrounds 
that are neutral or darker than the subject usually set your photo off nicely. Try to find an 
angle that puts distance between the butterfly and its background, this will help create a 
lovely soft blurry backdrop and create an artful “bokeh” in your image.
4. Get enough depth of field 
One thing you definitely don’t want blurry is your subject, and in the world of macro that is 
harder to do than it sounds!  The amount of depth of field (the area that is sharp and in fo-
cus in your image) you get is controlled both by your camera’s aperture and how close you 
are to your subject. The closer you focus, the less depth of field you will get. In many cases 
you end up working with millimetres. If you are struggling, increasing your distance from 
your subject can give you extra focal depth. If your camera lets you, control depth of field 
with your aperture, typically start at a minimum of f8/f11 for SLRs (you can get away with 
lower numbers on “four thirds” or bridge cameras due to their sensor design) alternatively 
use your macro mode pre-set.

Top Ten Butterfly Photography Tips

Speckled Wood basking on woodland floor (top) – strong direct light can cast harsh 
shadows, muted light is usually better.

Small Copper glistening in sunshine (bottom) – soft focus backdrops and 
complementary colours can create a lovely “bokeh”.
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5. Focus on the eye
Once you’ve got enough depth of field putting it in the right place is far from easy. Pre-
cision is the name of the game. Typically the main focus point a viewer is drawn to in an 
image is the subject’s eye, so that is usually the key area of the image you want tack sharp. 
Some camera models have continuous autofocus modes, which used with continuous firing 
lets you fire little short bursts to compensate for your own and the butterfly’s inevitable 
small movements. Alternatively, good old fashioned manual focus is an under-rated option 
that, with practice, can be very successful. 
6. Shoot straight and true
When you’re playing around with wafer thin depths of field then the angle you shoot at 
becomes critical as well. You want to get as much of the subject into that narrow plane of 
focus as possible. In practice this means getting as parallel to the butterfly’s wings as possi-
ble, especially if its in profile. The greater the angle between you and the butterfly, the more 
of its body will end up outside the critical plane of focus in the resulting image.
7. Avoid camera shake 
Another pitfall to watch out for when photographing butterflies is camera shake. This can 
be caused by slow shutter speeds and lack of light coming in through a narrow (high num-
bered) aperture needed for macro work. Increase your ISO (cameras sensitivity to light) to 
boost your shutter speed and learn what your own minimum personal stable shutter speed 
is (it varies by camera and individual). If handholding, stay stable, avoid bending over your 
subject, use objects to lean against, tuck your camera close to your body and keep your el-
bows in to support the camera’s weight. Use your viewfinder rather than your LCD screen 
if you can so your forehead will also brace the camera. If you find you consistently have 
steadiness issues it may be worth trying out monopods and other camera support aids.
8. Manage your cameras’ exposure creatively for the subject
You are usually aiming for a nicely lit subject, which may need you to tailor your cameras 
exposure. Cameras measure the light using “meters” to calculate shutter speeds and most 
are set to use multi area modes to average it out over the image. Where your subject con-
trasts with the background this may mean the camera gets it wrong and makes the back-
ground look right rather than your butterfly. If so use the “exposure compensation” button 
(look for a plus/minus symbol) for to fine tune your exposure. You can also use compensa-
tion creatively to bring out the richness of colour in butterflies’ wings or for arty over- or 
under-exposed effects.
9. Experiment with macro kit
There’s no two ways about it, attempting to photograph small, unpredictable, uncooperative 
moving subjects at close range is no mean feat and makes macro photography one of the 
most technically challenging of the photography disciplines. Using specialist kit can help, 
but there are no silver bullets and there is no need to spend the earth. The aim of most mac-
ro kit is to get you closer or increase magnification. Aids vary from simple hollow exten-
sion tubes that reduce your minimum focus, (some retain autofocus ability but the cheapest 
don’t) cheap magnifying “filters” that screw on but with reduced image quality and clarity. 
There are also dedicated macro lenses optimised for 1:1 (or more) resolution and close 

Ringlet’s eye portrait (top) – the eye is usually a strong focal point in an image,
aim to get it sharp.

Common Blue butterfly on grass seedhead (bottom) – shooting parallel to your subject 
optimises narrow depth of field in macro shots.
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working distances. These aren’t a cheap option, if you go for one, hire before you buy to be 
sure you are happy, and keep the cost down by purchasing pre-loved kit from safe reputable 
sources such as WEX or MPB and/or going for well-regarded generics such as Sigma.
10. Enjoy!  
Last of all – have fun! Don’t forget to look up now and then from your lens and spare a mo-
ment away from frantic focussing and composing to just stop, watch the scene you are pho-
tographing. Ultimately there is nothing better than just observing and enjoying a butterfly’s 
simple beauty as it goes about its fascinating lifecycle and contemplating its special place 
in nature’s rich tapestry.

Visit www.kiristuartclarke.photography for a selection of Kiri’s images and other blog 
articles.

By Steve Pinnington and Yvonne Mynett
On Sunday 7th June we attended the Catfield Fen Open Day hoping to to catch sight of 
Swallowtail butterflies and Norfolk Hawkers. Having moved back to Norfolk in 2014 
we had been lucky to have some good sightings of these species at nearby Hickling the 
previous month. We already had some knowledge of Catfield reserve having worked there 
with the Norfolk Conservation Corps helping to reduce the effect of scrub invasion of the 
fen habitat. Having an interest in mycology we were also keen to go on the guided walk in 
the hope of seeing what fungi might be around. Whilst walking through the open areas of 
mossy grassland there were large numbers of an orange mushroom which we knew to be a 
type of waxcap.  This mushroom had been seen there for a number of years but had never 
been identified. People took photographs and we took a specimen home. It proved to be a 
relatively uncommon type of waxcap called Hygrocybe cocciniocrenata (rare enough not to 
have an English name) and was the first time it had been recorded in Norfolk. It is normally 
found in the acid bogs of Scotland and the Northwest of England although there has been 
one previous record in Suffolk. 
We had a discussion with Mandy Gluth and said we would be interested in having a further 
look at the site with some members of the Norfolk Fungus Study Group (NFSG).This 
was arranged and our first foray took place on 17th July with five members of the NFSG 
plus Mandy and Bernard Watts from Butterfly Conservation to show us the safe places to 
go! On that day we recorded a total of 34 species – a good number for summer months as 
the fungal season is usually the autumn. Of those recorded many were common and what 
would be expected from a fenland site. However there was another species which was a 
first record for Norfolk, a black rust found on Common Alder, Camarops polysperma, as 
well as five other species which had only been recorded once before in Norfolk - Coprinel-
lus pusillulus, a type of inkcap found on Deer dung, Mycena bulbosa, a type of Bonnet fun-
gus found on the stems of dead rushes, Tephrocybe palustris / Sphagnum Greyling, a type 
of eyelash fungus, and Arnium leporinum which is also found on deer dung. Since then we 
have been to Catfield on another visit in August and recorded a further 24 species so the 
running total is 58 species of fungi. Further visits are planned and no doubt the species list 
will continue to increase.

Fungi Foraying at Catfield
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By Julian Bull (WCBS Co-ordinator)
The WCBS is a nationwide survey designed to monitor the state of British butterflies.
It is run on similar lines to BTO’s Breeding Bird Survey. Volunteers are allocated a randomly 
chosen OS grid square. The minimum requirement is to walk the route in that square 
once in July and once in August, when peak butterfly numbers are on the wing.  Many 
volunteers do other months as well. Each visit should take about an hour. 

In Norfolk we currently have about 30 squares being surveyed, but still there are vacant 
squares which we are keen to allocate. Below is a list of squares currently vacant. If you 
live near one of these and would like to take part your help would be greatly appreciated.

Please contact Julian Bull (co-ordinator for Norfolk):
Email:   lepcjb@yahoo.co.uk.  Phone:  01553 673424

TF5122  Terrington St.Clement TM8684  Thetford Town
TF6106  North of Downham Market TM1797  Flordon
TF6841  East of Hunstanton TM1982  Rushall
TF8039  NorthEast of Docking TM1983  North of Rushall
TF9614  NorthWest of Dereham TM2087  Pulham Market
TL8487  NorthWest of Thetford TM1683  NorthEast of Diss
TL8490  West Tofts Heath

Wider Countryside Butterfly Survey

Your Lasting Legacy
HAVE you considered leaving a gift to Butterfly Conservation in your will? An increas-
ing number of members and friends are choosing to support Butterfly Conservation 
in this way. All gifts, large and small, make a lasting difference to the conservation of 
butterflies and moths. Together they account for over one third of our voluntary income, 
contributing significantly to the success of our conservation work. 

So as well as looking after loved ones, please consider Butterfly Conservation; it will 
help to ensure butterflies and moths thrive in the years to come. To find out more, please 
contact Helen Corrigan on 01273 453313 or hcorrigan@butterfly-conservation.org

Thank you
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by Andy Brazil
We received 13,789 records (15,639) covering 647 tetrads (566) and representing 5,097 
site reports (5,302). (In this report, where I give figures the following figure in brackets is 
the comparable 2015 result, while the initials in braces are the recorder. Refer to the list 
of recorders for details). The reduction in records indicates both a poor year for butterflies 
and butterfly recording, and that some recorders targeted locations for the atlas that were 
quite poor in both species and numbers. It also reflects the fact that many stalwart recorders 
of the last 30 years are either now reaching a point (and age) where their recording is 
beginning to be scaled back, or are sadly no longer with us. As yet we have not developed 
sufficient new recorders to replace them, and I would urge members who are not yet 
sending in records to do so – every record is valuable. As usual I have not included the data 
from the Big Butterfly Count in this analysis, as it would prevent results being comparable 
to previous years. 
Nationally the year was ranked 30th out of the 40 years for which we have comparable 
records. Flight periods were mostly shorter than usual; species emerged later and finished 
sooner. However, the exceptionally mild weather at the end of the year resulted in autumn 
species flight periods continuing longer, with some exceptionally late records.
Because some recorders were concentrating on areas not surveyed previously, results are 
not strictly comparable – I have therefore given the number of new tetrads for species, 
where they had not been recorded previously within the current recording period 2011-
2019. In total 143 squares were visited for the first time this year, bringing surveyed 
squares to 1,045 (out of 1,444 total). I have also included some details from the preliminary 
analysis of the national results.

Species Reports
Grizzled Skipper
Although it was recorded from just 6 tetrads (7), no records were received from Leziate/
Bawsey, where access has been difficult. As well as records from Foulden Common and the 
Cut-Off Channel, there was a single sighting near East Harling, a new site that suggests that 
there are still undiscovered colonies to be found. Highest count was 13 (29) at the channel 
on 17th May, seen between 22nd April (14/4) [Many] and 30th May with a single late sighting 
10th June [KF] (21/6). 
Dingy Skipper
Recorded from 16 squares (15) – the one new square represents an existing colony 
drifting into an adjacent square. Earliest sighting 1st May [SH] (23/4), last 11th June [SP] 
(21/6). Highest count 12 (46). As above no Leziate records, but the Lynford site produced 
sightings again after its discovery last year. Also seen at Narborough, Cranwich and Grimes 
Graves. I suspect that rides in Forestry Commission woods west of Bodney and east of 
Foulden represent the best hope of finding new colonies.
Large Skipper
First seen on the 4th June [Many] (13/5) until 21st August [PT] (20/8). Recorded from 113 
tetrads (131), of which 38 were new. Highest counts were ‘C’ (40). A poor year for all 
skippers I think

Butterfly Report 2015

26



Small Skipper
Recorded from 134 Tetrads (137), of which 48 were new. First sighting 23rd May [NT] was 
an outlier, next seen 6th June (9/6), last 28th Aug [Many] (15/8). Highest counts were ‘D’ 
(60).
Essex Skipper
Recorded from 60 Tetrads (75), 26 new. First sighting 24th June [JM] (12/6), but then not 
recorded until 5th July. Then until 22nd Aug [AR] (21/8). Highest count 31(103).
Swallowtail
First seen 13th May [Many](13/5),  then regular until 6th July. There were then just five 
reports between 16th July and 15th Aug [GH] (9/8). Recorded from 17 tetrads (21), but 3 
new. A poor year for records, and a poor year for the species. Certainly a very poor second 
brood. Transects recorded a 65% drop from 2014
Brimstone
First seen 17th Feb [SP] (16/2), but that was an outlier, main emergence was 1st March. 
Last an astonishing 17th Dec [GH] (28/10). Recorded from 219 squares (242). Nationally it 
recorded its best year ever – but this was not true locally I think.
Large White
First seen on 10th March [AH] (7/3), but then not again until 8th April. Last on 1st Nov [SP] 
(30/10), recorded from 289 tetrads (301), 100 new. The usual records of summer migration 
returned this year. From 21/7 until 7/8 there were several reports of movements in off the 
sea, and counts of ‘hundreds’ from coastal locations. Inland counts in gardens also spiked 
during the first week of August, although this might be local emergence. Nationally it 
showed a 59% increase from 2014, again not mirrored locally.
Small White
First seen 24th Mar [AF] (16/3) until 9th Oct [BYA] (16/10). Recorded from 251 squares 
(258), 87 new. Highest count 100+ (58) on 23rd July might reflect migration.
Green-veined White
205 (259) squares, 69 new. 9th April [Many] (1/4) till 9th Oct [PD] (30/9). Nationally down 
40% on 2014.
Orangetip
Emergence began on 21st March [FJ] (21/3), Last seen on 30th June [MR] (21/6) Recorded 
from 212 squares (218), 82 new.
Small Copper
Recorded 95 tetrads (116), 28 new. First 17th Apr [AT] (30/3) last a remarkable 26th Nov 
[AM] (4/11). That was exceptional, regular sightings ended around the 3rd Nov, with just 
one other on the 12th. Highest count 20 (16). Nationally it recorded its worst year ever, 
down 24% on 2014.
Common Blue
First 22nd Apr [SP] (4/5) Last 3rd Oct [Many] (7/10). Recorded from 148 squares (156). 51 
were new.
Holly Blue
Recorded from 166 tetrads (113) of which 64 were new. First 13th Mar [AH] (16/3) was an 
outlier, not then reported until 10th Apr. Last seen 6 Nov [CM] (3/10). Populations continue 
to recover, with good numbers. One of the few species to do better this year than last.
Chalkhill Blue
Recorded from 3 tetrads (4). This represents two sites: Warham, and Ringstead Downs; 
plus a single sighting from Titchwell that must represent a stray male from Ringstead. We 
must now assume that a small colony exists at Ringstead, but as yet in fairly low numbers. 
First seen 15th July [CG] (7/7), last 21st Aug [Many] (23/8). The BC annual count at 
Warham this year was 2,239 – slightly lower than last year’s 2,765.
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Silver-studded Blue
First seen 12th June [MPG] (6/6), last  9th Aug [HG](17/8). This was an outlier, other reports 
ended 21st July. Highest count 303 (324) from Kelling Heath. 
Brown Argus
First seen 10th May [AM] (15/4), then regular to 7th June. Second brood 27th June to 10th 
Sept, and then a small third brood seen 8th October to 1st Nov [AB&MC] (4/10). Recorded 
from 41 tetrads (61), of which 12 were new.
Green Hairstreak
First seen 17th April [Many] (13/4) then almost daily until 15th June. Then seen 25th, 30th and 
last 3rd July [KF] (18/6).  Highest count 10(13).  Recorded from 28 squares (33) but 6 were 
new. 
Purple Hairstreak
Recorded from 30 Tetrads (31) of which 14 were new. First 9th July [Many] (20/6), last 3rd 
Sept [PH] (24/8). This is a species where the flight period is quite variable, but this was a 
noticeable shift. Highest count was ‘C’ (6).  Still very under-recorded. 
  (The date of first sighting given in the 2014 report was a data entry error, the actual first 
sighting was not until 20th June 2014 [MC&AB])
White-letter Hairstreak
Recorded from 20 squares (19) of which 15 were new.  This has to be the hardest butterfly 
to see in Norfolk, it seems to just pop up unexpectedly in many places, never to be seen 
again. Holkham again produced the most sightings, and remains the best location to start 
if you’ve never seen it. First seen 3rd July [MH] (20/6) last 10th Aug [Many] (4/8). Again a 
late start to the season – both these species over-winter as eggs, so they had to do all their 
growing in a cold spring, while species that over-winter as larva (and so had done some 
growth in 2014’s warmer autumn) were much closer to “normal” dates. Nationally down 
12% from 2014. This species has declined 97% since 1976
White Admiral
Recorded from 51 tetrads (47) of which 15 were new. First 26th June [BC] (13/6), Last 17 th 
Aug.[TD](4/8) Highest count 40(22) . No second brood, but another species that did better 
than last year. New squares do seem to represent expansion rather than discovery, as at least 
some new records were from well surveyed squares. 
Red Admiral
This year we received just under 200 records from an online survey run by the NWT during 
August asking for Red Admiral sightings. As such, records are not strictly comparable 
to a normal year.  Recorded from 321 Tetrads (321) but 99 were new. First seen 9th Jan 
[AB&MC] (8/1), but that and two others on 18th Feb and 7th Mar were anomalies – it wasn’t 
until 23rd Mar that it began to be seen regularly. Again the last sightings on 29th Dec [Many] 
(26/12) were a reflections of that day’s weather. Regular sightings however continued to 
20th November, and there were six December records.  Highest counts at Blakeney Point 
and Scolt Head on 30th June and 1st July were probably migration, but it was not large and 
tailed off rapidly – Blakeney had under 30 by the 2nd for example. Overall a poor year.
Small Tortoiseshell
First 9th Feb [MG] (13/1), Last 7th Dec [MHa] (4/11). Sightings peaked early April and 
early July, but were continuous from 27th Feb to 11th Nov. 
Recorded from 273 tetrads (376) of which 69 were new. Highest count 70 (148) on 9th July 
from Wells was possibly migration, but no significant influx. 
Peacock
First 4th Jan [AB&MC] (4/1), last 29th Dec [BCo] (23/12). Main emergence from 
hibernation was 5th Apr, that brood till 17th Jun. New brood emerged 5th July and continued 
till late September, then a late cluster of sightings from 19th Oct onwards which might be 
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hibernators tempted out or just individuals late to bed. I thought it did poorly this year, and 
nationally it recorded a 45% fall from 2014. Given the lack of caterpillars seen I wonder if 
egg parasites are to blame for declines? Recorded from 311 Tetrads (564) of which 87 were 
new. Highest count 80(109). 
Painted Lady
Records include sightings submitted to national BC’s migrant watch website: http://
butterfly-conservation.org/612/migrant-watch.html
The first sightings, 13th April [JB] and 20th April were followed by regular sightings from 
8th May (21/5) to 1st Nov [DPW]. Recorded from 230 Tetrads (147). In the end there was no 
major migration this year, despite the species having a good brood in Africa at the start of 
the year. Only one specific report of noticeable migration, on the north coast on 17th June, 
but there was an increase in sightings over 2014.
Comma
Reported from 211 squares (222), of which 61 new. First 4th Mar [AR]. Charting the reports 
shows a strange pattern. Based on sightings I would say hibernators mainly over 20th 
May, first brood 26th June until 29th Aug, then a second brood 10th Sept till 14th Oct with 
stragglers then seen until last report 16th Dec [AB&MC](3/12) This would suggest the two 
broods were three to four weeks later than usual, a phenomenal shift.
Dark Green Fritillary
Recorded from 12 squares (13) but 3 were new and inland. The colonies at Horsey/
Winterton and the north coast between Scolt Head and Blakeney Point were joined this 
year by reports from no less than  3 squares in the Beachamwell area, and it is clear that we 
now have an inland colony (or colonies) in the Brecks. Intriguingly, in mapping the data 
there seems to be a concentration of sightings this century around Sandringham – which 
has no records. Certainly it seems unsafe to assume that any woodland fritillary seen is 
Silver-washed. First seen 22nd June [i] (8/6), last 9th August [AMa] (24/8). Highest count of 
61(112) on 11th Jul at Horsey [PT]. Numbers on the north coast remain low.
Silver-washed Fritillary
Recorded from 25 Tetrads (19) of which 16 were new to this period. The species continues 
to spread, with first records from Reffley wood and Narborough railway line notable, as 
well as three sightings in Norwich, and a count of 40 from Marsham Heath. First seen 29th 
Jun [i] (21/7). Last seen 30th Aug [ATi] (12/8) 
Speckled Wood
Recorded from 226 tetrads (284), 60 new. First sighting 13th March [MC] (30/4), Last 26 th 
Oct [MC] (24/11) 
Wall Brown
Recorded from 52 tetrads (79), 18 new. First seen 4th May [LBo] (22/4), that brood ended 
16th Jun. Second 31st July to 6th Sept, [MG] (12/10). Interestingly, no sign of a third brood. 
Given the theory that declines are caused by an incomplete, failed third brood this might 
suggest that 2016 will be better for this species. Nationally declined by 44% over 2014, and 
87% since 1976. Declines are even worse on the continent and, if the research is correct, 
this may be the first butterfly to go extinct in England due to climate change.
Grayling
First 1st July [PN] (20/7) Last 10th September [many] (12/9). Recorded from 20 tetrads (25), 
3 new, of which 2 in the Brecks. Nationally declined 38% from last year, but the Winterton 
population here seemed healthy with several recorders reporting 100+. At Blakeney 
however only four records got into double figures.
Gatekeeper
First 16th June [MANY] (8/6), until 16th Sept [MCl] (5/9). Recorded from 243 tetrads (234), 
83 new. 

29



Meadow Brown
First 30th May [IT] (20/5), until 4th Oct [BO] (10/9). That was an outlier, main sequence 
ended 12th Sept. Recorded from 289 squares (288), 80 new. 
Ringlet
First 15th June [JM] (7/6) Last 1st Sept [AH](18/8) was an outlier, otherwise sightings 
ended 23rd Aug. Recorded from 229 tetrads (228), 61 new. 
Small Heath
First reports 10th May [JGD] (5/5) until 8th Oct [PMG] (7/10). Recorded from 55 tetrads 
(44), 19 new. Strongholds are the coast and Brecks, with only 18 tetrads away from those 
areas. 

Incidentals and Migrants
Clouded Yellow
First report 14th April [ABu] (14/5) and 17th April, then 14th July till 13th Sept [AC] (6/11). 
Recorded from 13 tetrads (47).  A better year than last, but not outstanding. 
Yellow-Legged Tortoiseshell
Two reports of over-wintering individuals emerging: Holt Country Park on March 12th 
[WF] and Holme, March 23rd [LB]. No adults were seen in the summer in the UK, and only 
a few in the Netherlands. It was seen in good numbers in Denmark in the spring, and many 
larval webs were reported – but strangely very few adults. It does hibernate very soon after 
emergence however, so newly emerged individuals are hard to spot. We will just have to 
wait and see if we get a repeat of 2014’s invasion, but it may be some years yet.
Purple Emperor
Two good reports received: Swannington Upgate Common 22nd July [Stephen Leake] and 
North Lopham, 27th July [L Cook]. This is a species which seems to be expanding into 
the eastern counties at present, with a number of new records from Cambridgeshire and 
Suffolk.  Given its strong flight and tendency to wander I would not be surprised at more 
records in coming years.
Queen of Spain
An individual photographed at private land in Fritton Lake Country Park on 18th & 19th 
July [RF] is the third record this century for the county.

For exotic, released butterflies reported in 2015, see my article in the previous newsletter.

It just remains for me to thank all the recorders who submitted data this year. Their records 
will now go forward to the national database, to be used in research, conservation and the 
production of the next national atlas. Without their time and effort none of this would be 
possible.

G Albon, C Allen, G Allen, B & Y Anderson [BYA], K Antcliffe, M Arber, A Archer, D 
Arthur, M Attenborough, D Austin, D Balcombe, G Baldock, L Ballantine, H Bannister, T 
Barker, S Barnett, J Barrett, D Bearfield, D Beckley, T Bennett, S Berry, K Betts, S Betts, 
H Birley, A Blackham, J Blofield, J Boulter, L Bovey [LBo], J Bows[JB], S Box, B Boyle, 
L Boys, K Bradbury, J Brandish, A Brazil, H & K Breach, K Brett, A Brewster, B Bridge, 
A Brown[AB], D Brown, L Brown[LB], P Brown, R Brunton, S Bryan, K Buck, J Bull, Z 
Burbridge, A Burkin[ABu], C Burt, R Bushell, S Cain, M Callow, M Campbell, A Cannon, 
B Carman, M Casey [MC], M Christmas, S Clark, A Clarke, J Clarke, K & M Claydon, 
M Clements[MCl], P Cobb, B Cobbold[BCo], W Cockerell, B Cole[BC], M Colegate, 
I Colman, P Colston, W Connell, A Cook, L Cook, N Cooke, L Cooper, L Cootes, T 
Corcoran, P Corley, C Crawford, A Culshaw[AC], J Daltry, M Daniels, A Davis, A Dawson, 
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K Dearing, L Demaine, S Dent, S Dickinson, L Dolan, T Doncaster [TD], C Donner, M 
Donoghue, J Donohoe, P Douch[PD], C Doward, D Down, B Doy, A Drake, M Duddy, J 
Dunmore, J & G Dunmore[JGD], J Dunn, A Dyball, S Dye, J Eady, P Easthall, B Ellis, J 
Ellis, J Emerson, J Ely, R Emms-Wright, S Everitt, S Evison, R Fairey, R Fairhead[RF], 
E Fairweather, K & E Fairweather, K Fairweather, S Farr, F Farrow, D Fell, J Fincham, 
W Fitch[WF], D Fitzjohn, D Folkes, K Forbes [KF], R Ford, A Foreman, F Fossez, J 
Fowler, T Fox, A Franco[AF], W French, B Frewin, G Fyfe, N Galarraga, C Gambrill 
[CG], J Gaskell, M Gasson, K Gay, J Gazzard, M Ghullam, N Gilligan, P & M Gluth 
[PMG], J Goldsmith, A Goodall, H Goody [HG], I Gordon, M Gough, L Green, I Greenhill, 
A Greenizan, M Greenland[MG], T Grist, M Hackney, P Hall, J Halls, A Hammond, 
M Harcup[MHa], D & R Hargrave, J Harkness, M Harpin, J Harrison, P Harrison, C 
Haswell, L Hatcher, S Hathaway, A Hayden, S Heal, S Hearle [SH], P Heath[PH], A 
Henry, J Hewitt, J Higgins, W Hill, R Hilton, H Hobbs, R Hoe, J Hogg, M Hoit, C Hollis, 
M Holmes[MH], R Holt, C Hood, G Hooton[GH], N Horrocks, H Horsham, R Hovine, 
D Howdon, P Hudson, AW Humphrey [AH], M Hurst, G & K Husband, E Hutchings, J 
Ibrohim, H Insley, D Jakeways, P James, R Jenkins, S Johnson, K Johnston, F Jolliffe[FJ], 
D Jones, L Jones, R Jones, G Keeble, A Kendrick, K Kerr, A Kershaw, T Kettle, S King, J 
Lake, S Larter, D Lavery, A Lawson, N Lawton, S Leake, D Leech, T Leech, S Lenane, H 
Lewis, K Limb, J Lindsay, D Lindsey, A Livingstone, M Loades, D Longden, D Longe, L 
& S Lonsdale, E Lough, K Lough, R Lovejoy, T Lovell, P Maddison, A Maguire[AMa], J 
Mannion, K Martland, P Mathews, J Matthews[JM], E Maxim, M McCarthy, I McGlynn, 
R McIntyre, A McLennan [AM], T Mead, J Mee, J Metcalf, J Metcalfe[JM], G Miller, 
A Milner, G Moates, J Money, T Money, S Moore, N Moran, M Morley, C Murray 
[CM], F Murray, G Murray, A Musgrove, T Needham, J Negal, S Newson, T Nicholls, P 
Nichols[PN], L Nicholson, D Nobbs, A Norman, D Nunn, A Oakes, J O’Brien, L Ogden, B 
Osborne[BO], N Owens, J Oxenford, M Padfield, B Palmer, R Parker, D Parkin, C Pascoe, 
G Payne, T Peach, J Pearce, S Pennell[SP], I Perry, L Peters, L Pinto, G Pitchers, R Porter, 
J Powley, I Pritchard, J Prochera, B Pummell, L Putland, M Pygott, D Redhead, M Rhodes, 
D Richards, J Richardson, N Richardson, M Riches, D Richmond, A Riley[AR], I Rix, J 
Rixon, M Rooney [MR], D Roy, L Ruddock, N Rye, A Sandfield, J Santler, A Saunders, 
S Saunders, S Saville, P Scheller, B Seager, R Seargent, H Selleck, I Senior, S Senior, C 
Seymour, J Shalom, M Sharp, N Shepherd, E Shilland, T Shingler, J Shutes, A Skull, G 
Smee, B Smith, M Smith, P Smith, S Smith, C Spinks, S Stanley, A Steele, C Stephens, 
N Stevens, CR Stevenson, R Stewart, W Stewart, B Stone, A Stonebridge, A Storey, K 
Stuart-Clarke, P Sullivan, T Sutton, D Taberham, I Tart[IT], P Taylor [PT], A Tegala [AT], 
G Thomas, A Tipper[ATi], J Todd, E Turner, N Turner [NT], S Turner, A Tuttle, K Twaits, 
N Tweed, N Vilela, J Vincent, C Waller, C Ward, I Ward, J Warham, J Warren, J Waters, 
B Watts, B Webb, S Webb, M Webster, P Wells, W Wendy, D Westlake, R Wheeler, A 
Whittaker, D & P Wileman[DPW], D Williams, H Williams, L Wilshaw, C Wilson, K 
Wilson, R Wingfield, S Witham, J & T Wood, M Woodcock, A Woodrow, R Woods, J 
Wright, P Wright, E Wyatt, E Yeoman, J Yorath, B York, K Zealand

Records were also received from BADCOG, Birdguides, Bug Alert, Gaywood Valley 
Conservation Group, NBIS, Norfolk Bryophyte Group, Norfolk Flora Group, Norfolk 
Wildlife Trust, Rare Bird Alert, and various internet forums (shown as i in the text above).

31



32

Species First 
Sighting Recorder 2014 Last 

Sighting Recorder 2014

Comma 4 March AR 2 Jan. 16 Dec. MC/AB 3 Dec.
Peacock 4 Jan. MC/AB 4 Jan. 29 Dec. BCo 23 Dec.

Red Admiral 9 Jan. MC/AB 8 Jan. 29 Dec. Many 26 Dec.
Small Tortoiseshell 9 Feb. MG 13 Jan. 7 Dec. MHa 4 Nov.

Brimstone 17 Feb. SP 16 Feb. 17 Dec. GH 28 Oct.
Orange-tip 21 March FJ 17 Feb. 30 June MR 21 June

Speckled Wood 13 March MC 24 Feb. 26 Oct. MC 24 Nov.
Large White 10 March AH 27 March 1 Nov. SP 30 Oct.
Holly Blue 13 March AH 16 March 6 Nov. CM 13 Oct.

Small White 24 March AF 16 March 9 Oct. BYA 16 Oct.
Small Copper 16 April AT 30 March 26 Nov. AM 4 Nov.

Green-veined White 1 April Many 1 April 9 Oct. PD 30 Sept.
Small Heath 10 May JGD 2 April 8 Oct PMG 7 Oct.
Painted Lady 13 April JB 9 April 1 Nov. DPW 27 Oct.

Green Hairstreak 17 April Many 13 April 3 July KF 18 June
Grizzled Skipper 22 April Many 14 April 10 June KF 21 June

Brown Argus 10 May AM 15 April 1 Nov. MC/AB 4 Oct.
Wall Brown 4 May LBo 22 April 6 Sept. MG 12 Oct.

Dingy Skipper 1 May SH 23 April 11 June SP 21 June
Common Blue 22 April SP 4 May 3 Oct. Many 7 Oct.
Large Skipper 4 June Many 13 May 21 Aug. PT 20 Aug.

Swallowtail 13 May Many 13 May 15 Aug. GH 9 Aug.

Clouded Yellow 14 April ABu 14 May 13 Sept. AC 9 Nov.
Meadow Brown 30 May IT 20 May 4 Oct. BO 10 Sept.

Dark Green Fritillary 22 June i 23 May 9 Aug. AMa 24 Aug.
Purple Hairstreak 9 July Many 30 May 3 Sept. PH 24 Aug.

Silver-studded Blue 12 June MPG 6 June 9 Sept. HG 17 Aug.
Ringlet 15 June JM 7 June 1 Sept. AH 18 Aug.

Gatekeeper 16 June Many 8 June 16 Sept. MCl 5 Sept.
Small Skipper 23 May NT 9 June 28 Aug. Many 15 Aug.
Essex Skipper 24 June JM 12 June 22 Aug. AR 21 Aug.
White Admiral 26 June BC 13 June 17 Aug. TD 17 Oct.

Grayling 1 July PN 20 June 10 Sept. Many 12 Sept.
White-letter Hairstreak 3 July MH 20 June 10 Aug. Many 4 Aug.
Silver-washed Fritillary 29 June i 21 June 30 Aug. ATi 12 Aug.

Chalk Hill Blue 15 July CG 7 July 21 Aug. Many 23 Aug.



Moths Matter

By Greg Bond & Roland Rogers
This article deals with the summer period of last year. It will be most interesting to see 
what effect this topsy-turvey winter has had on our moths. As we write, spring seems to 
have started very early in Norfolk with several species usually seen a little later, such as 
Hebrew Character and Common Quaker. This follows the pattern being exhibited by spring 
flowers such as snowdrops and daffodils, many of which were out in January and over by 
mid-February. If you’ve not already done so this is the time to look at maintenance tasks, 
checking wooden traps for rot, replacing egg boxes, cleaning moth traps, checking charges 
in portable batteries. Its also worth stocking up with MV bulb or two if you use them as 
manufacture of these is being phased out.

You might also be thinking of expanding your interest away from your garden or local 
patch in an attempt to see some at least of the 672 species of macro moth and 1128 micros 
which have occurred in Norfolk. With this in mind, BC are organising trips for members 
to Catfield, the ancient Foxley Wood and two Breckland sites which promise to deliver 
some really interesting results. Weather permitting, there will be plenty of opportunity for 
photography. The Foxley morning is organised with Norfolk Wildlife Trust and is targeting 
hawkmoths. This makes it ideal for the younger naturalists who should hopefully have 
plenty of chance to let these beautiful creatures wander over their hands!

Norfolk Moth Survey also have a number of events planned details of which are also 
in this newsletter and on their excellent website. Meanwhile, the Norfolk Moth Survey 
November newsletter describes some interesting events. They held eight largely successful 
field meetings with reported total catches ranging from 31 at Little Snoring Meadows (clear 
sky and low temperatures) to 160 at East Wretham Heath. The high reputation of NMS is 
reflected in the number of invitations to them to trap on private estates viz. Claxton Manor, 
Tindall Wood, Ditchingham and Stow Hall. They were also invited to the Waveney River 
Trust Study Centre at Earsham which, I (RR) was interested to learn, is on the site of the 
former Otter Trust. Here 154 species were recorded.

Ten moths new to Norfolk were recorded in 2015 with a further two late identifications 
for 2014. The latter were: Bacotia claustrella (Psychidae) bred from larval cases found on 
Peddars Way and Scythris potentillella (Scythrididae) a larva collected at East Wretham 
Heath in May. The 2015 crop were, in date order:

First and Last Sightings – 2015 

The table opposite (page 32) collates the first and last sightings for Norfolk butterflies and 
compares the 2015 season with the previous year. Recorder’s names can be identified by 
referring to the acknowledgement list of  recorders on pages 30 - 31, where the initials are 
shown in brackets. 
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 Eucosma metzneriana (Tortricidae) at Weeting Heath 25th June.  A recent colonist.
 Coleophora trigeminella (Coleophoridae) at Dersingham 28th June.
 Diplodoma laichartingella (Psychidae) on a wall in the toilets at Natural   
 Surroundings, Bayfield on 30th June.
 Pseudatemelia josephinae (Lypusidae) at Overstrand 30th June.
 Speckled Footman Coscinia cribraria (Erebidae) at Ridlington 3rd July. Presumed  
 migrant.
 Catoptria verellus (Crambidae) at Horsey 6th July.
 Splendid Brocade Lacanobia splendens (Noctuidae) at Strumpshaw Fen 10th July.
 Ancylolomia tentaculella (Crambidae) at Horsey 19th July.  Very rare migrant. 5Th  
 UK record.
 Passenger Dysgonia algira (Erebidae) Taverham 8th August.  Rare migrant. 27Th  
 UK record.
 Tachystola acroxantha (Oecophoridae) at Norwich 30th September in a stack of  
 bricks.

The record of T. acroxantha is of interest to me (RR) as I trapped the second Cornish 
record in 1989 at St Ives. It seems that I had stumbled on a colony for I saw it in 
subsequent years up to 1995 in the garden of friends where I stayed. The last sighting 
was in the bedroom! After that I stopped going to Cornwall during the flight period. 
According to Moths and Butterflies of Great Britain and Ireland, vol 4(1) it was recorded at 
Felixstowe, Suffolk in 1997. Dave Hipperson’s usual list of migrant moth records appears 
in this Newsletter. It is, we suppose, a sign of changing climate that Dave has omitted 
mention of Humming-bird Hawkmoth because there are now so many occurrences.

Apart from their website – www.norfolkmoths.co.uk – NMS produces printed versions 
of their two newsletters. These are available for a subscription of £3 to Dave Hipperson, 
Summerfield House, Main Road, Filby, Great Yarmouth, NR29 3HN.

Finally, don’t forget that we are always looking for articles for this newsletter, whether you 
are new to mothing or an old hand with extensive records from a site or sites. Living as I do 
on the coast just outside Cromer I have a feeling for what occurs around here but would be 
fascinated by reports from other parts of the county. Give it a go!

Some Early Norfolk Moths
Fig. 1: Hebrew Character Orthosia gothica (×2.3)
Fig. 2: Common Quaker Orthosia cerasi (×2.4)

Fig. 3: Clouded Drab Orthosia incerta (×2)
Fig. 4: Satellite Eupsilia transversa (×2.9)

Fig. 5: Pale Brindled Beauty Phigalia pilosaria (×1.5)
Fig. 6: Oak Beauty Biston strataria (×1.5)

Fig. 7: Early Grey Xylocampa areola (×2.7)
Fig. 8: Dotted Border Agriopis marginaria (×2)

Photos by Mike Gasson
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Kiri Stuart-Clarke’s photograph of Brimstone on pink pea
(see page 20 for Kiri’s article on butterfly photography tips)
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Wednesday 25th May 2016 – 10.30 am Field Trip to Foulden Common
Target species Grizzled and Dingy Skippers
Meet at small parking area – TF7640 0003. Directions: From Mundford take A134 
(Downham Market road) then right to Foulden, past Didlington Hall and left into Foulden 
village. Drive through village to a T-junction and turn left towards Oxborough. After the 
road bends round left there is a small pull-off on the left at entrance to the Common. Please 
share cars if possible – more parking available on wide farm tracks about 500 m further 
down the road. Stout footwear needed as ground may be uneven. If weather looks poor, 
please check in advance
Contact Judy Dunmore 01263 822550 or mobile 07884956462 on the day


