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Editorial
Hello everyone, and welcome to the 
spring edition of the Butterfly 
Conservation N orthern Ireland 
newsletter 2016.  The season is 
already beginning and we are all 
hopeful of a good year ahead.  

I am taking the opportunity to write 
the editorial in this edition as a lot of changes have been taking 
place in the last year.  You deserve an update on the trials, 
tribulations and ultimately enormous successes of the last twelve 
months but I do apologise, it?s a long article as an awful lot has, and 
is, happening!

2015 was a difficult year for many of our butterflies and moths as, 
although spring and autumn species did well, our summer species 
were plagued by cool, wet weather.  Last year was not only hard for 
our beasties; it was a year fraught with financial crises, major 
changes, and instability from the N orthern Ireland Executive 
through our government departments, local councils and beyond.  
Political uncertainty over our block grant caused all sorts of cuts and 
ructions that have filtered down to every level of our society, 
including a voluntary redundancy scheme within government 
which has seen many key personalities and skill sets vanish within 
our advisory structures.  This came at the same time of the review 
of public administration, CAP reform, the creation of the 
super-councils and the movement of Planning functions from 
central to local government? . It never rains, it pours!

This time last year the environmental sector was reeling from quite 
devastating cuts.  Due to crippling budget constraints enforced by 
the Executive, N IEA (the N orthern Ireland Environment Agency) 
informed the environmental sector that they were unable to 
continue their N atural Heritage Grants Programme (N HGP).  The 
N HGP had provided the funding for much of the work and staff 
time of most of N orthern Ireland?s environmental charities and 
landscape groups since 2002, and this was an unprecedented, and 
for some, terminal blow.  The N HGP ceased to exist on the 30th 
June of last year with Butterfly Conservation losing two years of 
confirmed full time funding as a result.

Thankfully we were successful in securing a reduced level of 
funding for our work until M arch 2016 from the Plastic Bag Tax, 
after emergency funding measures were announced by 
Environment M inister M ark H . Durkan in M ay.  We were also 
fortuitous that Butterfly Conservation as an organisation has been 
very closely involved in the development of a large-scale UK-wide 
Heritage Lottery Funded (HLF) project called Polli:N ation, and we 
were able to secure two additional days of funding to deliver this 
work in N orthern Ireland to make up a full time position here.  

All in all, last year felt quite hectic, for although by July 2015 we 
had secured funding for a full time post, there were many pressures 
to deliver all the targets that both funders wanted for two quite 
different projects over the next nine months.  In addition N IEA 
announced a new grants programme, the Environment Fund (EF), 
in autumn 2015, with money once again coming from the Plastic 
Bag Tax.  This was welcome as it offered the potential for some 
security to income in the coming 2016/17 financial year, but meant 
further disruption to all other works while we struggled to turn 
round a very detailed funding application in just three weeks (in the 
past N IEA have given almost two months to complete work of this 
nature). 

After so much uncertainty, upheaval and at some points it would be 
fair to say, despair, I am delighted to inform you that we have been 
successful in securing funding for the coming financial year from 
N IEA, through money provided by the Plastic Bag Tax.  Butterfly 
Conservation have also decided to make the post in N orthern 
Ireland permanent, so there will always be some kind of provision 

for a Regional Officer here, although they cannot guarantee this 
will always be full time due to financial constraints.  

The N IEA funding is not enough to cover a full time post, but BC 
are underwriting the additional hours, and we extend a massive 
thank you to all of you who are members as it is your membership 
money that is a major part of our ability to be able to do this.  You 
will have noticed a small rise in your membership cost this year (£2, 
this equates to you giving us an additional 17p per month) and this 
is to support Butterfly Conservation?s strategic decision to make all 
regional officers permanent across the organisation.  

A further extremely positive piece of news is that we have been 
successful in securing funding from the Heritage Lottery for our 
Butterfly Files Officer, a post that has been in development for the 
past two years and which many of you have played a role in helping 
shape.  The Butterfly Files project will run, part time, for the next 
two years and we were really thrilled to recruit Rose Cremin into 
this role who took up post on the 4th April 2016.  Rose has been a 
passionate supporter of Butterfly Conservation for many years and 
we are delighted to welcome her to the team.  Find out more about 
Rose and her project on the next page.

As I write, we are in the process of recruiting a further part-time 
officer, Rachael Conway, to deliver Polli:N ation for the next 2.5 
years.  Securing N IEA funding and Butterfly Conservation?s 
commitment to underwrite the Regional Officer post has meant 
we need an additional person on the team to take this work 
forward.  Exciting times as this will greatly increase our ability to 
deliver for young people as well as pollinators, and increases our 
partnership with organisations such as OPAL (the Open Air 
Laboratories) and the Field Studies Council.  Find out more about, 
pollinators, Polli:N ation and the wider Irish Pollinator Initiative on 
page 12.

If you had told me last year, with everything in tatters and me 
genuinely thinking this was the end of Butterfly Conservation here 
as far as a dedicated post went, that twelve months down the line 
we would have a permanent position and two part time members of 
staff to boot, I would probably have laughed (hysterically!) in your 
face.  What a difference a year can make. 

I want to extend my very warmest thanks to all of you who support 
our work here; through your membership, through the time you 
give, through your messages of support and interest through email 
and social media, through your love of our butterflies and moths, 
and most of all through your desire to secure a better future for our 
biodiversity.  These developments and successes are your successes, 
and we have never been in a stronger position to deliver for our 
Lepidoptera than we are now, quite amazing in light of all that has 
happened in the last twelve months.  

With our new staff in post, I am now going to be able to spend 
more time working with the data you provide through your 
sightings, surveys and recording, and use this to get conservation 
action happening on the ground through our partners and through 
agri-environment schemes.  We are coming into a new chapter in 
our work here and that is something to be really proud of.

I hope you enjoy this edition of the newsletter and fingers crossed 
for a really excellent season ahead, filled with encounters with our 
beautiful butterflies, marvellous moths and precious pollinators.  
M e, Rose, Rachael and the BCN I branch committee look forward 
to meeting up with you at some of the events to come, and don?t 
forget you can get in touch with us at any time.

By Catherine Bertrand

Senior Regional Officer (N I)
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M eet Rose!
Our Editor Siobhán Por ter finds out m ore about our 
new m em ber of staff, Rose Crem m in, Butter fly Files 
Project Officer.
Can you tell us a l i t t le about your new role?  

It will be all about helping Butterfly Conservation grow! 
The post has been created to support and to continue to 
develop Butterfly Conservation?s volunteer base in N orthern 
Ireland.  This will involve recruiting, training and 
developing volunteers. There?s already a lot of good work 
done and underway so no doubt people have ideas about 
what they?d like to see happen ?hopefully I can help to make 
it so! 

What aspect of this work are you looking forward to 
the m ost? 

I?m looking forward working with Catherine and the team and seeing how the post can increase 
participation in nature conservation in N orthern Ireland.  Butterfly Conservation has great standing in 
the conservation world and of course it?s where it is because of the dedication of the people that 
volunteer their time to the cause of promoting and protecting Lepidoptera and landscapes. I?m also 
looking forward to getting out and meeting new people and hopefully inspiring them to put dots on 
maps, develop transects etc.  I think the range of recording schemes devised by BC have something for 
everyone and are a great basis to get people interested in their own corner of the country. 

What roles have you had pr ior to this, and what attracted you to working with BC? 

I?ve been living in N orthern Ireland for over 13 years and after completing an M Sc at Queens University 
Belfast, I did what many graduates do ? volunteer! I spent a year at The Conservation Volunteers then 
Wildflower N ursery and after that, I got my first paid post as a Community Project Officer with them. 
M y first real brush with butterflies and moths came when I took-up a post with the U lster Wildlife at 
their then-offices in Crossgar.  I got my name on the rota for the Butterfly Transect in the gardens, keen 
to get my first glimpses of the Holly Blue. I loved it and not just as an excuse to get out of the office for a 
sunny half-hour, although certainly a bonus. 

The last number of years, I have held posts as Biodiversity Officer for local Councils and Translink.  I 
moved to Fermanagh to work for the local council whose Local Biodiversity Action Plan featured 
butterflies quite strongly.  I took on the action of identifying an additional transect for the county. 
M arlbank was an obvious location and working with N IEA?s regional staff, a second transect site for 
Fermanagh was established at K illykeeghan & Crossmurrin N ature Reserve in 2011. Once more I was 
on the rota for a Butterfly Transect and of course, got to see a great diversity and abundance of species ? 
happy days! 

And of course, a question we always ask our interviewees: what?s your favour ite butter fly or 
m oth, and why? 

At the time of asking, it?s the Silver-washed Fritillary. Living in Fermanagh, there?s plenty of 
opportunity to see these large, beautiful butterflies. I?ve started to visit Reilly Wood specifically to see 
them... there?s a lovely meadow at the end of the woodland track where you?re always guaranteed a good 
show.  I like their long lazy glides as they move back and forth along the woodland edge.  I have sent my 
gaze upwards in the search of the Purple H airstreak and may once have seen one drop down in the 
corner of my eye but of course, couldn?t relocate it.  All being well, there?s always the coming season.

To find out m ore about the Butter fly Files project, or to let Rose know how she can best help 
you, please drop her a l ine. Rose's contact details can be found on the back page.
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Summer Programme
Please remember to wear appropriate clothing for a day outside and remember we are in a country where we can have all 
four seasons in the space of a few hours!  We recommend bring warm waterproof clothing plus sun protection and a hat.  
Please wear stout walking shoes or boots and don?t forget your camera, ID books and binoculars if you have them.  Do 
also remember to bring your lunch and something to drink, we are often out in the field at lunchtime and not necessarily 
close to a shop.

The morning of this event is family friendly with toilets and pushchair friendly access available

Moth traps will have been set the night before these events with catches available to view before we depart

Saturday 7th M ay: Slieve Gull ion, County Arm agh

Leader: Ian R ippey

M eet 10.30am at Slieve Gullion Courtyard, grid reference: J040197. 

Join us in early M ay for a joint outing between BCN I and the County Armagh Wildlife Society in the 
rugged and under-recorded landscape of south Armagh.  M oth traps will be set around the area the night 
before to be examined on Saturday morning before we set off.  

Target species for the day will be our spring butterflies, namely; Green H airstreak, Holly Blue and 
Orange-tip.

Saturday 28th M ay: M urlough N ature Reserve, County D own

Leaders: Stephen Craig and Pamela Thomlinson

M eet 10.30am at the Twelve Arches car-park, grid reference J394341 on the right, 2km south of 
Dundrum, approximately  300m before the N ational Trust cafe car park. 

Our annual joint outing with the Belfast N aturalists? Field Club sees us visiting the very best site for 
Lepidoptera in the country.  Murlough is a 6,000 year old sand dune system with dune heath, lichen rich 
hollows and species rich grassland. M oth traps will be set the night before and specimens can be viewed 
before the start of the walk. Target lepidoptera include: M arsh Fritillary, Cryptic Wood White and 
N arrow-bordered Bee H awk-moth.

Fr iday 10th to Sunday 12th June: Residential ? Copeland Islands 

Leader: Siobhán Porter. 

M eet at Donaghadee pier to travel across to the islands from Friday night and throughout the weekend.  
Contact Siobhán for further details, or to book - (siobhan.c.porter@gmail.com, 07912565246).

A first for BCN I, we are travelling to the idyllic Copeland Islands for a relaxed weekend of recording and 
survey work in partnership with the Copeland Bird Observatory, Queens University and the Royal 
Entomological Society.  A chance to practise your survey skills, get involved in recording a wide range of 
taxa, and meet wide range of different experts in a beautiful and unusual setting.

Attendees will be required to pay a small fee to help cover boat fuel costs. Given the small size of the 
islands, and the presence of breeding birds, attendance will be limited. Day trips will be running both 
Saturday and Sunday. A number of overnight spaces will be available at extra charge. 

Although this event is taking place on the same weekend as the N ational Biodiversity Data Centre?s 
Ireland?s Island Bioblitz, this event is in no way connected with N BDC, it is merely inspired by the 
event.  If you are interested in attending any of the Island Bioblitzs, see the N BDC website for more 
information www.biodiversityireland.ie/ 
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Saturday 30th July: Earlsgift  Wood, D onem ana, County D erry

Leader: John O Boyle 

M eet 10.30am at St. James Parish H all car-park, grid reference C447035. 

These two Londonderry woodlands are seldom visited by BCN I and are certainly under-recorded in 
terms of Lepidoptera records. M oth traps will be set the previous evening for examination on Saturday 
morning, and the woodland will then be explored for day-flying butterflies.  Our main target species are 
the Silver-washed Fritillary and Purple H airstreak which are nearby but have not been seen in this 
location for some time. We will travel to Ervey and N ess Woods, a site managed by Environment 
Agency, for lunch, where moth traps put aside from the previous night will be examined followed by a 
walk through the woodlands.

Saturday 6th ? Sunday 7th August: K ilbrannish Wood, County Carlow 

Leader: Brian Power (Butterfly Conservation Ireland)

M eet: 12 noon at Glanbia car park, grid reference S907569 on the N 80 road towards Bunclody, coming 
down the hill from the Carlow side just past Super Value and on the left. (Car sharing from car park may 
be necessary). 

This early August event sees us once again joining Butterfly Conservation Ireland for a joint trip.  Carlow 
is not a county renowned for butterflies but you wouldn't think so when you visit K ilbrannish Wood. It 
is a mixed broadleaf and conifer wood on slopes near M t Leinster with sunny rides that boast a range of 
interesting insects. The site contains Silver-washed Fritillary and Dark Green Fritillary (usually a coastal 
butterfly), Peacock, Comma, Common Blue, Holly Blue and many more. We hope that the area will 
produce new discoveries such as Wall Brown; perhaps this might be found during our visit in 2016! 
Other sites may be visited, dependent on time, namely M ount Leinster, Ballytiglea and Altamont.  It is 
likely that moth traps will also be deployed the night before. 

N ote: Please arrange your own accommodation if you plan to stay overnight.

Saturday 3rd Septem ber: K ilcoan Gardens, Islandm agee, County Antr im

Leader: Catherine Bertrand

M eet 10.30am K ilcoan Gardens, grid reference J466987 

Our last visit of the season sees us on the east coast of County Antrim, exploring the rich and beautiful 
surroundings of K ilcoan Gardens.  Cherry, the owner and manager of the gardens, has a keen interest in 
bees, butterflies and our wider pollinators and has a wide range of species to encourage them.  She will be 
allowing us access to moth trap the gardens the night before.  

Weather and time permitting we will go on to visit other local sites in the afternoon.

N ote: There is an entrance charge of £3.50 for access to the gardens.  Refreshments are available on the 
day from £2.50, but Cherry is happy for us to bring our own food and drink.

Summer Programme
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2016 Copeland BioBlitz

This June, BCN I is excited to be hosting a BioBlitz event on the Copeland Islands, Donaghadee, in 
partnership with the Copeland Bird Observatory (http://www.thecbo.org.uk/) and the Royal 
Entomological Society (http://www.royensoc.co.uk/). 

We'll be taking a relaxed approach to the BioBlitz format, with a weekend of species recording on these 
beautifully scenic islands. Although we will have some focus on entomology, we will be recording all 
species, and welcome anyone with ID skills in any taxa, as well as the less experienced recorder interested 
in learning a bit more about our native flora and fauna. These picturesque islands will also provide a great 
backdrop for the budding wildlife photographer.  

This event will be running from the evening of Friday 10th June until the evening of Sunday 12th June. 
Attendees will be required to pay a small fee to help cover boat fuel costs. Given the small size of the 
islands, and the presence of breeding birds, attendance will be limited. A small number of overnight 
spaces will be available, and day trips are also welcome. For more information, or to register interest, 
please contact Siobhán Porter (details on back page). 

This BCN I Copeland Island BioBlitz is happening on the same weekend as the N ational Biodiversity 
Data Centre?s Ireland Island BiobBlitz, but the Copeland event is in no way connected to N BDC, it is 
merely inspired by this event.  

For more information on the Ireland Island BioBlitz please see their website for more information on 
how to get involved in this unique event which will see BioBlitzes happening on the islands of Tory, 
Clare, Inis M ór, Bere and Cap Clear.  http://bioblitz.ie/

We hope to attend the Alliance Youthworks Benburb Priory BioBlitz event at Benburb Priory on the 
13th & 14th M ay (from 5pm to 5pm). Further details coming soon. Keep an eye on social media for 
further information.

By Siobhan Por ter
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BCN I Calls for Climate Justice

On the 29th N ovember 2015, in advance of the COP 21 summit in Paris to tackle climate change, a 
consortium of like-minded groups including Butterfly Conservation, Christian Aid, Friends of the 
Earth, Trócaire, Queen?s University Students Union, Woodland Trust and Oxfam Ireland among others, 
came together to ask our politicians to take climate change seriously.  

Several hundred people attended and together with similar rallies across the globe, made their voices 
heard about the necessity to have a deal on global carbon emissions. The rally was preceded by an 
ecumenical service of prayer and reflection in St Anne?s Cathedral, Belfast and the Canon of St. Anne?s 
stated that there was a moral obligation to care for the world and its people.  

Our very own Catherine (BC Senior Regional 
Officer) also took to the platform and told of the 
difficulties faced by butterflies and moths including 
the effects of changing temperature on the species 
with a more northerly range; the fact that plants 
were now beginning to grow out of synchrony 
with larval emergence of feeding moths and 
butterflies and the impacts of rising sea levels and 
storm surges on some of our most special coastal 
habitats, such as the dunes at Murlough County 
Down, home of N I?s most biodiverse collection of 
Lepidoptera. 

Whilst there was some cause for optimism following the agreement when 195 countries adopted the first 
ever universal, legally binding global climate deal to avoid dangerous climate change by limiting global 
warming to well below a 2 degree global rise. 

Congratulations to everyone who came along and supported the event and we look forward to seeing you 
at the next rally! 

Photos by Pacem
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Save our M agnif icent M eadows

Ever wondered why the fields and lanes of your 
childhood days used to contain so much colour and 
life?  Did you imagine it, or was the countryside richer 
in wildlife when you were young?  Remember the 
abundance of life, the smell of flower-rich hay drying 
in the sun, the butterflies and grasshoppers you used to 
chase?  

Life has got faster, more efficient, more comfortable 
and technically accomplished, but amid this charge for 
change, something has been quietly lost along the way. 
The thrum of insects, clouds of butterflies or moths, 
bumble bees going about their business as the 
corncrake calls nearby.  Cuckoo flowers swaying in the 
breeze, daisies bobbing in the hedges and frogs 
croaking among the yellow flags.  Our own children 
may never experience many of these things. 

Save our M agnificent M eadows has unearthed a strong 
community appetite for bringing back these special 
places.  H aving arrived only 18 months ago, this 
innovative project has demonstrated the ?art of the 
possible? by first helping to maintain our remaining 
meadows in good condition, and then restoring them.  

By gathering wildflower seed with seed vacuums and a 
brush harvester, a stockpile was developed in the 
summer of 2015. Yellow hay rattle is essential to these 
wildflower mixes thanks to its habit of weakening the 
stronger grasses around it.  This creates space for more 
delicate flowers to thrive, thereby offering a way back 
for all sorts of meadow wildlife.   

Once the seed was gathered, cleaned and dried, it was 
ready to enhance the quality of recently cut grasslands 
with the use of a seed drill.  

Using this technique, local farmers and volunteers have 
restored more than 20 hectares of meadows, 
representing a significant and positive move.  From big 
fields on dairy farms to gardens with everything from 
orchards, verges and schools between them, a wide 
range of sites were picked.   

Hopes are high for 
2016 - some sites will 
doubtless establish 
better than others, 
but to be clear ? these 
are big steps.  Instead 
of constantly 
bemoaning losses, we 
are taking positive 
action, in a time 
when farmers are 
actively seeking to 
diversify.  

Agri-environment 
payments could 
become available (if 
fields qualify for 
species richness), as 
should the 
development of local 
markets for 
wildflower seed.

Lower input / output farming will have an increasing 
role to play in our countryside as we come full circle 
again, with greater visitor numbers a key target. 

This restoration work is led by Plantlife and funded by the Heritage Lottery Fund and N I EA. Ulster W ildlife employ 
Conservation Officer Giles Knight to operate the work programme, with help from Butterfly Conservation Northern I reland, 
DARD, local councils and others.  For more information or to find out how you can get involved, contact Giles Knight on 
07703 673 220, giles.knight@ulsterwildlife.org or visit www.magnificentmeadows.org.
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Bowara Work Party
On Saturday 5th M arch, a band of trusty 
volunteers set out for the trip to Bowara in 
County Fermanagh. Bowara is a small but special 
site, because it holds a colony of Dingy Skippers, 
one of our rarer grassland butterflies. Indeed, in 
N orthern Ireland, this species has not been 
recorded outside County Fermanagh. The 
butterfly may appear a little dowdy from a 
distance, but up close, when you see the various 
shades of brown subtly flecked and spotted with 
white, it, like all our butterflies, is a beauty. 

The small south facing roadside site, slopes steeply 
from a ridge towards a minor road, while across 
the road cutting, the ridge on the other side 
creates a very sheltered, warm micro climate 
which is obviously attractive to the Skipper. The 
larval food-plant is Bird?s Foot Trefoil. However, 
as is often the case with marginal farmland, whilst 
the original grassland flora may be surviving, the 
difficulty of accessing the site and subsequent lack 
of usage leads to encroachment of scrub and a 
build-up of thatch on the grass leading to the loss 
of the grassland flora. This is the case with 
Bowara, and if nature was left to its own devices, 
the field would become totally scrubbed over and 
the rare Dingy Skipper would be lost from another 
site. So the purpose of the work party visit was to 
remove scrub and thatch and put a check on this 
encroachment. 

For the third year running, we were blessed with 
beautiful weather. Spring is definitely in the air 
and despite the odd light shower of hail, some of 
us were quite comfortably stripped down to 
T-shirts for the work, content to make a quick 
dash for the coat when a shower came. A goodly 
amount of scrub and overgrown grass were 
removed in the course of the day and sitting down 
to lunch, we all appreciated the views across to 
Belmore M ountain and further away to Cuilcagh. 
Fermanagh is lovely! 

Thanks to Rose Cremin, a good relationship has 
been established with the landowner, Alan 
M cClean, and we had a good talk about what we 
could do together to manage the site. The field 
needs fenced off and grazed. BCN I will undertake 
fund-raising to get the money to have the field 
fenced. After that, all that?s needed is a donkey, 
pony or two. If we can bring this site into 
favourable condition, it will be a great achievement 
for the Branch and a very positive step towards 
halting the loss of our butterflies. So, thanks to 
Adam M antell for organising the event, and, who?s 
for the next work party..?
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Last Big Push for the M oth Atlas
This season (2016) is the last chance to have your moth records included in the 
forthcoming Atlas of Britain and Irelands Larger M oths. This will be the first time ever 
that an Atlas has been produced covering all the islands and it promises to show a 
fascinating picture, but only if you put your records in! 

As usual, the committee of BCN I will be organising a season of field trips (see our 
events programme on pages 4 & 5) and moth trapping will be a feature for each trip. 
This year well be trying out a couple of previously unvisited sites which we hope will 
pay dividends in terms of new moth records. On top of this, this years M oth N ight is 
scheduled for 9th?11th June and the theme will be H awkmoths. See 
http://www.mothnight.info.

In order to have the best possible representation from BCN I, were asking all members to be as conscientious as 
possible about entering records into the system. We are especially keen to receive records from areas that have not 
previously been trapped and are poorly represented in terms of what we know about them and also to receive 
records from our priority habitats, in particular: oak woods, saltmarsh and species rich grasslands. 

Also if anyone has records in old notebooks, now is the time to dust them down and get the records entered for 
once and for all. Records can be entered directly into the CEDaR online system 
http://www2.habitas.org.uk/records/ or download the spreadsheet from our own home website www.bcni.org.uk 
in the Sightings section and send your records directly to our M acro M oth Recorder, Andy Crory. 

The committee is encouraging members to travel to certain places in N I to target species in a more co-ordinated 
way and limited travel subsistence may be available to help subsidise the trip. If you think that you would be 
interested in this more targeted work, again, please contact Andy Crory at Andy.Crory@gmail.com

The main thing is to get the records in, whether they are common or uncommon species, every record counts! 
M any thanks in anticipation.

M oth N ight
M oth N ight is an annual event and this year it is running from 9th to 11th June. The aim of the event is to 
encourage the moth recording community to run events to engage the public and obtain information on the moth 
theme for that particular year all of us to look a bit more closely at the parallel universe moths live in, that runs 
alongside our own.  Anyone can get involved and we will be running events around the country with and through 
our various partners and recorders.  You don?t have to come to an event to take part though, just turn on the lights, 
leave your curtains open and see who comes to visit! 

This year the focus is on H awk-moths. The H awk-moths are among the largest, fastest and most impressive 
looking of our native and migrant Lepidoptera, so well worth making the effort for!  The M oth N ight website is 
full of helpful hints for how you can get involved and tips and tricks for bringing our marvelous moths into focus.

Butterfly Conservation N orthern Ireland enthusiasts and other interested bodies shall be organizing and 
advertising moth recording/ trapping events over these three days in June. A full list of all the known events should 
be available on our Facebook and website pages nearer the time, as well as on the M oths Count website, so do keep 
an eye out and come along and to support and enjoy the wonderful world of moths! 

If you are already a moth enthusiast, this is a great opportunity to organize an event in a new location and 
introduce and impress newcomers to moths.  To organize an event and take part, register with 
http://www.mothnight.info/event-sub.html  You don?t have to put on a public event?  why not organize a moth 
breakfast with a few friends after putting your own trap out in the garden the night before?

All results should be uploaded to the website after the event. All M oth N ight data will be sent to our verifier Andy 
Crory before being added into our mothing database.?  The event is sponsored by Butterfly Conservation and 
Atropos and sponsored by N ectar Creative and N ational M oth Week Global Citizen Science. Enjoy!

www.mothnight.info/

Ph
ot

os
 b

y 
M

ar
k 

Pa
rs

on
s



11

M icro-M ania
There are lots of exciting things happening on the ?micro-moth? scene! 

In January this year, Ken Bond, John M cClean and Sam M illar published the bang up to date ?Checklist 
of N orthern Ireland M icro-lepidoptera? with some financial assistance from our friends at CEDaR. The 
checklist highlights the 38 species added to the N I List since April 2014 (eight of which were new to 
Ireland!). This makes the current total N I M icro-lepidoptera list 653 species as of December 2015. 
Within the checklist, Sam M illar has drawn up a list of the species that occur in each of the six counties.

And we have been assured by N I?s M icro Recorder, John M cClean at the N orthern Ireland Recorder?s 
Day in Peatlands Park, that there are more new species out there to get! 

John?s top-ten species to look out for are: 

- Coleophora spinella, 

- Coleophora peribenanderi, 

- Spilonota laricana, 

- Eriocrania cicatricela, 

- Psyche casta, 

- Stenoptilia mellieridactyla, 

- Epinotia solandriana, 

- M ompha lacteella, 

- Anacampis temerella and 

- Elachista consortell.

Why not Google some of these beauties and see 
what you could be missing!

In addition, Dave Allen has produced a checklist of 
Leaf-miners and Bagworms with lots of helpful 
information on the foodplants and how to identify 
what is sometimes a tricky group. The recording of 
this group of Lepidoptera has really taken off since 
we were introduced to Dave Grundy through a 
number of CEDaR training workshops. Dave gave 
inspiring and informative talks on this subject 
matter. 

Guidelines for the verification of these micros, 
drawn up by John Langmaid are also available, so to 
avoid disappointment, read up on the requirements 
for the more ?difficult? species. Please keep an eye 
out on our website (www.bcni.org.uk) for helpful 
identification information such as this.

M icro recording is growing rapidly, so be part of it!

(And remember, any ?by-catch? of larger moths, encountered during micro hunting, will all count 
towards the final year of the M acro-moth Atlas of Britain and Ireland if you get them submitted before 
the end of October 2016.)

Adult Coleophora spinella © Charles Baker

Adult Spilonota laricana © Nigel Richards
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There's a buzz in the air
Pollinators are hot property at the moment.  A few years ago the main environmental message 
that people had got hold of was Save the Planet: Plant Trees! but now the tag-line seems to be 
Save the Planet: Save the Bees!

At the word bee most normal people immediately think of Honeybees, but our pollinators are a 
much wider group than just Honeybees, a group that includes Bumblebees, Solitary Bees, 
Hoverflies, M oths, Butterflies, Beetles and many other Flies. 

Pollination is an ecosystem service, a job that nature does for us that we don't pay for, but which 
has enormous economic, social, cultural and environmental benefits for us as a species.  Our 
pollinators work tirelessly day after day through the spring, summer and autumn pollinating the 
plants around us, moving tiny pollen grains from the male part of one plant to the female plants 
of another so that that plant can produce fruits and generate seeds. The insects don't know they're 
working of course; pollination is simply part of their ecology. 

M any of our pollinators are collecting food to feed to their young.  Pollen is a really rich protein 
and many of our pollinators, especially bees, require pollen for their larvae to grow. Our 
Lepidoptera, on the whole, are not that interested in pollen, instead they are visiting flowers to 
feed on sugary nectar which helps to power their flight.  Butterflies and moths are quite furry and 
so pick up and disperse pollen in a more accidental way.  However, there is increasing evidence 
that shows that moths especially have an important role to play in pollinating our plants, and 
some plant species, such as the Greater and Lesser Butterfly Orchid, are totally reliant on moths 
to pollinate them. 

Butterfly and moth larvae don't need pollen to grow, they need the leaves of their food-plants, 
but one of the problems with a landscape bereft of flowers is that is often means there aren't 
food-plants for caterpillars either. Our most recent State of Butterflies report published in 
December 2015 showed that, alarmingly, even some of our robust, common and wider 
countryside species appear to be going into free fall.  We know there is a strong link between the 
fortunes of our pollinators and the fortunes of our butterflies and moths, and we have confidence 
that measures taking to help wider pollinators will also have great benefits for our Lepidoptera.

What can you do to help pol l inators?   

The two main threats to our pollinators are Homelessness 
and Hunger.   

There is a lack of places for our pollinators to live and 
there is a real lack of food for them to eat throughout the 
year.  

Five simple and direct ways you can help are:

- Grow more nectar-rich f lowers, shrubs and trees 
- Let areas Grow Wild
- Cut grass less often 
- Don't disturb nests or hibernation spots 
- Think carefully about where you use chemicals 

Search for "The Bees Needs" for more information
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Butter fly Conservation and 
Poll inators 

In N orthern Ireland, Butterfly 
Conservation has been involved in 
supporting wider work on pollinators 
for several years.  From 2011 we were 
helping Biodiversity Ireland and 
Bumblebee Conservation Trust run 
training in Bumblebee ID and surveys.  
Since 2014 we have worked closely 
with a range of partners on the Irish 
Pollinator Initiative to develop the 
All- Ireland Pollinator Plan.  

The plan, led by Dr Úna Fitzpatrick of 
Biodiversity Ireland and Dr Jane Stout 
of Trinity College Dublin, was 
published in September 2015 and 

contains 81 actions to help our pollinators, with the buy-in of 68 different 
organisations.  The most tangible result here has been the recognition of 
pollinators by the N orthern Ireland Executive who have included supporting 
the outcomes of the plan as a specific action of the new N orthern Ireland 
Biodiversity Strategy. 

In April 2016, Biodiversity Ireland 
recruited a dedicated All- Ireland 
Pollination Officer to support the 
delivery of the Plan.  Dr. Erin Jo 
Tiedeken is funded by Bord Bia and 
the Heritage Council and will be 
working across the island to support 
partners in achieving outcomes for our 
pollinators in the coming year.  Head 
to Biodiversity Ireland and the Irish 
Pollinator Initiative to stay up to date with 
developments http://biodiversityireland.ie/.

Erin Jo can be reached on etiedeken@biodiversityireland.ie and would love to 
hear from you if you are curious to learn more about our pollinators or the 
ongoing plan and actions. Look out  for #PollinatorPlan on social media.

By Cather ine Ber trand

Dr Erin Jo Tiedeken



14

Butterfly Conservation have been a partner in the UK-wide Polli:N ation project 
since early 2014.  Polli:N ation has been developed by Learning Through Landscapes 
(LTL), a charity specialising in outdoor play and education.  LTL have worked with 
a wide range of conservation partners to develop the project including ourselves, 
Buglife, Bumblebee Conservation Trust, the Field Studies Council, OPAL (the 
Open Air Laboratories), The Conservation Volunteers and the University of 
Stirling.  The project is funded by the Heritage Lottery and will run till 2018. 

Polli:N ation aims to inspire and motivate young people, teachers, parents and 
communities to get actively involved in helping our pollinators.  Across the UK, 
260 schools have been selected through a rigorous application process to become 
part of Polli:N ation clusters, working to make positive changes to their school 
grounds and local area.  Here in N orthern Ireland we have thirty-two Polli:N ation 
schools chosen, forming eight Polli:N ation Clusters from Derry to Down, Boho to 
Ballymena.

Our new Polli:N ation Officer, Rachael 
Conway, will be working specifically 
with these schools and their communities 
over the next three years to help them 
develop their pollinator potential.  
Rachael is an extremely dedicated 
communicator and teacher with a deep 
love for nature and wild places.  She has 
extensive experience of connecting and 
motivating people and cannot wait to get 
out on the ground, but Polli:N ation 
needs your help. Polli:Nation Off icer Rachel Conway
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VOLUN T EERS N EEDED ! 
- Are you interested in helping young people develop their skills? 
- Would you be interested in supporting your local Polli:N ation 

school or cluster? 

Our Polli:N ation clusters will form hubs of activity over the next 
three years, with opportunities to help the pupils with identification, 
surveys, growing, planting and caring for plants, helping create 
biodiversity features and cementing an awareness of and interest in our 
pollinators that will last a lifetime.

Can you help? Please see the map below for locations of our clusters/ 
For more information on how to get involved in supporting your local 
cluster, contact Catherine Bertrand at cbertrand@ltl.org.uk and she 
will be able to put you in touch with Rachael when she comes into 
post at the beginning of M ay.  You don't have to be part of a cluster or 
even in a school to make a difference; anyone can get involved. To 
find out how, head to the Polli:N ation website where there are loads 
of activity-based resources gathered to help you increase your 
pollinator power! http://www.polli-nation.co.uk/
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