
The Argent & Sable is a distinctive day flying moth.
‘Argent’ and ‘Sable’ are heraldic terms that mean ‘silver’
and ‘black’. The outer black bands on both fore and
hind wings are broken by spearhead-shaped patches 
of white, giving rise to the ‘hastata’ part of the scientific
name (hasta meaning spear). It used to be called 
‘The Mottled Beauty’, owing to this mottled appearance.

Argent and Sable
Rheumaptera hastata
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How to find the Argent & Sable

The Argent & Sable is most easily surveyed by looking for the adults 
on sunny days. Searches for the ‘spinnings’ in late summer can be 
a good alternative and is not as weather dependent.  

The moth could be re-discovered in actively managed broadleaved 
woodlands on the eastern side of Wales. Potential areas in North Wales 
include woodland clearings, birches on the upland fringe, and moorland 
or bogs with extensive areas of Bog Myrtle. 

For further information please contact:
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Two distinct ‘races’ are found in the UK, 
Rheumaptera hastata hastata and the smaller form, 
R. hastata nigrescens. The former occurs in woodland
with Birch re-growth and in more open moorland.  
The caterpillars feed on Silver Birch, Downy Birch 
and, on some sites, Bog Myrtle.

The latter occurs on moorland and bogs, particularly those 
at higher altitude. The caterpillars feed on Bog Myrtle and possibly
Downy Birch. It was formerly recorded in North Wales and a few
places across South Wales. However it has only been recently
recorded in Monmouthshire and Denbighshire. 

The UK Government has listed the Argent & Sable as a UK Biodiversity
Action Plan Priority Species, in need of urgent conservation action. 

Life Cycle of the Argent and Sable

The eggs are laid between May and July. The caterpillars 
are glossy black with fine golden markings along their 
sides. They feed inside a protective chamber called a
‘spinning’ that is constructed by fastening the leaves 
of their foodplant together. The caterpillars feed for 
around five weeks, between June and September, 
before over-wintering as a pupa. Pupation at woodland 
sites is reported to occur in moss at the base of the trees.
The adults fly by day, usually in warm, sunny weather, 
from May to June for R. hastata hastata and from 
June to early July for R. hastata nigrescens.

Distribution map of 
the Argent and Sable

Argent and Sable caterpillar

Caterpillar ‘spinning’ in Bog MyrtleCaterpillar ‘spinning’ in Birch leaves
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Open woodland with Birch:
n Maintain a continued source of low, 

Birch trees up to a maximium of 1.6m 
(5ft) in sunny and sheltered clearings. 
Cut trees on rotation to allow regeneration 
and new sapling establishment. 

n Short rotation coppicing of Birch on a 
maximum of a ten year cycle will allow 
continuity of suitable Birch trees. 
Compartment size should be at least 
0.5 ha (1.25 acres).

n Coppicing Birch along sunny woodland 
rides and at ride junctions’ will benefit 
the species. Annual trimming of ride 
edge Birch or the use of herbicides 
will harm the moth.

Moorland and bogs:
n Maintain extensive areas of Bog Myrtle, 

the foodplant, by avoiding over-grazing, 
trampling and use of such areas for 
out-wintering of stock.

n Overgrazing by sheep on moorland can 
have a serious impact on Bog Myrtle, 
but light grazing is beneficial to prevent 
scrub encroachment and shading of 
the foodplant. The impact of grazing 
on suitable breeding habitat needs 
further research.

n In the absence of grazing some scrub 
cutting and removal may be necessary.

n In these situations young Birch may 
also be used.

Habitat management for the Argent & Sable
The precise habitat requirements are not fully understood, 
but the following guidelines will benefit this day-flying moth.


