
The Buttoned Snout is one of our longest lived British 
moths and the distinctive adults can be found almost
any month of the year. The name derives from the
particularly long mouthparts that resemble a snout.  
In addition, the forewings have small, discrete tufts 
of scales that look like buttons. 

Buttoned Snout
Hypena rostralis
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How to find the Buttoned Snout

The best method for locating this moth is to search for the caterpillars. 
This is best done by looking for feeding damage then carefully beating the Hop, 
placing the beating tray (or a sheet) below the damaged leaves to catch the falling
caterpillars. To be certain of the identity of the caterpillar it may be necessary to 
rear it through to the adult stage as there are other moths that feed on Hop whose
caterpillars look similar. Alternatively, a good quality photograph may be sufficient.

The adults will occasionally come to light traps but they may also be found by
searching flowering ivy in autumn and willow in spring, particularly near patches 
of Hops or at hibernation sites.

For further information please contact:
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Distribution map of 
the Buttoned Snout 

The caterpillar feeds on wild Hop and occasionally on the garden
variety Golden Hop. The moth can be found in urban or rural locations
wherever Hop is abundant.  Potential sites include hedgerows, fences,
along footpaths and around industrial premises. The adults also 
need suitable sites to over-winter, e.g. garden sheds, church towers,
garages and other unheated outbuildings. Natural sites such as 
caves, hollow trees and ivy-covered trees are also used by the moth.

Historically the Buttoned Snout was widely recorded over the 
southern half of Wales.  However, there are only scattered recent
records from Monmouthshire, Brecknockshire and Glamorgan.

The UK Government has listed the Buttoned Snout as a UK
Biodiversity Action Plan Priority Species, in need of urgent
conservation action. 

Life Cycle of the Buttoned Snout

The eggs are laid in early summer. The caterpillar has a pale
green body and yellow-green head. They feed on the leaves
of Hop, leaving lots of small holes, and are found from June
into July. When fully grown the caterpillar pupates in a silken
cocoon spun amongst the leaves of Hop, with the adult
moth emerging after a few weeks. The adults are one of 
the longest lived British moths and occur virtually throughout
the year. The availability of nectar sources, such as over-ripe
blackberries, ivy blossom and willow blossom, are likely to
be important for such a long-lived adult. By autumn the
adults move in to cool, dark and dry hibernation sites, 
where they stay until spring.

Hop - the caterpillars foodplant

Typical habitat in urban areaButtoned Snout caterpillar
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Habitat management
The overall aim is to maintain an abundance of Hop as well as suitable 
over-wintering sites for adults and a supply of suitable nectar sources 
such as ivy blossom in autumn and willow blossom in spring.

n Local authorities and landowners have a duty to keep footpaths open and safe, 
but if cutting-back or spraying of plants is necessary it should be delayed until 
September, by which time the caterpillars will have left the plant.

n Where this species occurs in hedgerow habitats, management should aim to 
promote the annual continuity of good stands of Hop. If cutting is necessary,
then the hedgerows should be cut on rotation and not all in one year.  
Cutting should take place after September.

n Maintain known hibernation sites so they are cool, dark and dry.


