
The Double Line is a distinctive moth and as 
the name suggests it has two dark lines on 
each of the forewings. The latin name ‘turca’
means ‘Turkey red’, a natural red dye, referring 
to the red colour of the wings and body.  

Double Line
Mythimna turca
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How to find the Double Line

Adults come readily to light traps from dusk onwards and are attracted 
to artificial baits such as sugar.  In spring the caterpillars can sometimes be 
found feeding late at night, after spending the day hiding in grass tussocks.

For further information please contact:
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The moth breeds in open woodland and damp grassland 
habitats. The caterpillars feed at night on grasses such as 
Common Bent-grass, Creeping Soft-grass, Cock’s-foot, Wood
Meadow-grass and Field Wood-rush. It is associated with rhos 
pasture (damp, herb-rich meadows), usually bordered by thick 
old hedgerows or scrub. 

The Double Line has been recorded throughout South Wales, 
and has also been found in grassy sites covered by Bracken 
and, in Cardiganshire, the moth has been found in mature 
broad-leaved woodland.

The UK Government has listed the Double Line as a 
UK Biodiversity Action Plan Priority Species, in need 
of urgent conservation action. 

Life Cycle of the Double Line

The eggs are difficult to find but are reported to be laid 
in rows on the folded blades of the foodplants in July.  
The small, pale brown caterpillars over-winter low down
amongst grasses and resume feeding in April. The pupa 
is formed in the soil and the adults emerge four to six 
weeks later.  The adults fly at night, from mid June to 
mid July in most parts of Wales, but it can be found 
up to mid August at sites in West Wales.
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Habitat management
When managing grassland sites for Double Line the overall aim is to maintain 
a variable sward with patches of short and long vegetation bordered by thick
hedgerows or woodland. In open woodland the aim is to maintain open, 
grassy areas between the trees.

The type of damp meadows where the Double Line occurs can also support a number of 
scarce insects including the Narrow-bordered Bee Hawk-moth and the Marsh Fritillary butterfly, 
that are also dependent on a variable sward. 

n Light grazing by cattle or ponies in spring 
and summer is ideal on wetter sites, 
although autumn/winter grazing or all-year 
grazing may also be suitable on some sites.

n In parkland and wood pasture, sheep must 
be excluded or at least have limited access 
so that the vegetation is not overgrazed.  
Light grazing by deer and cattle can be 
useful in maintaining open conditions and 
providing occasional ground disturbance.

n Some scrub cutting may be necessary.  
It is best to cut a little each year, between 
October and February. Avoid clearing all 
the scrub as other insects and birds use 
it for shelter and breeding.

n Hay cutting or mowing should be avoided 
because they are likely to remove eggs 
and caterpillars.

Distribution map of 
the Double Line


