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Introduction 
It’s been a busy summer with reasonable butterfly weather and another very successful Big Butterfly 
Count. Hopefully many, many records have been made during this last year of recording in our current 
five-year survey (2010-2014). Please ensure that these records are submitted promptly now to BNM 
Local Co-ordinators / County Recorders so that they can be verified, collated and (where necessary) 
computerised ahead of the annual data deadline on 31 March 2015. Adherence to this deadline (which is 
when BNM Co-ordinators submit complete datasets to the national BNM recording scheme) is 
particularly important this time around, as all of the 2010-2014 data will then be used to produce the next 
State of the UK’s Butterflies report before the end of 2015. 
 

Recording progress 
The current survey period has seen some 
incredible extremes of weather, from 
unusually cold winters, July heatwaves, 
and some of the wettest summer and 
winter weather on record. These all prove a 
challenge for both butterflies and butterfly 
recorders.  
 
The map (right) shows the current, 
impressive coverage for the 2010-2013 
period, representing just under 2 million 
records. Butterfly Conservation is extremely 
grateful to all of the recorders and Local 
Co-ordinators who generate all this 
fantastic data to help conserve butterflies. 
 

Levana 3 
Those using the Levana software for 
collating BNM records will be delighted to 
know that Jim Asher (the software’s 
developer) has started to roll out the long-
awaited Levana 3, which can cope with 
Windows 7 and has many other 
improvements. Priority will be given to BNM 
Co-ordinators but please contact Jim if you 
would like to update your Levana software 
(via butterflynet@btinternet.com).  
 

 

Butterflies for the New Millennium is the national recording scheme for butterflies in Britain and Ireland and 
is organised in the UK by Butterfly Conservation and the Biological Records Centre and in the Republic of 
Ireland by The Dublin Naturalists’ Field Club. The initial survey work (1995-99) was used to assess the 
status of all native species in The Millennium Atlas of Butterflies in Britain and Ireland. New data from  
2000-04 were incorporated in The State of Butterflies in Britain and Ireland published in 2006. Recording 
continues so as to provide up-to-date information for nature conservation, public education and research.  
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iRecord Butterflies app 
The official BNM recording app for smartphones and similar 
devices was launched in April. Developed in association with Bristol 
University and the Biological Records Centre, the app is free and 
available in iOS and Android formats. Unfortunately there are no 
plans at present to develop the app in other formats. 
 
The app has been a great success, with 30,000 butterfly records 
from almost all parts of the UK submitted in the seven months since 
it was launched. Almost 2,000 people have submitted records using 
the app, with some dedicated volunteers submitting hundreds of 
records. Records are stored online in the iRecord system where 
recorders can login to edit their records if necessary and where 
BNM Co-ordinators can (if they wish) undertake online verification. 
At the end of the year, all records submitted via the app will be 
extracted by BC Head Office and sent to the appropriate BNM Co-
ordinators. The only route by which records from the app can enter 
the BNM database is after BNM Co-ordinators have incorporated 
the records into their local datasets, along with all the other records 
they receive from various sources. 
 
If you are a BNM Co-ordinator / County Butterfly Recorder and would like to verify iRecord Butterfly 
records online throughout the year, rather than waiting for the raw data to be sent by Head Office, please 
contact me and access to the iRecord system can easily be arranged. 
 

Scientific impact of BNM data 
A principal use of butterfly distribution records, as collated through the BNM project, is to inform and 
improve the conservation of butterfly colonies, habitats and sites at the local scale. However, globally 
there are very few insect distribution datasets that are as spatially or temporarily comprehensive as the 
BNM project and, therefore, it is of great value in ecological research. Thanks to your hard work in 
gathering records and the ingenuity of our many research collaborators, the BNM data (as with the UK 
Butterfly Monitoring Scheme data) continue to make important contributions to scientific understanding. 
Recently published papers in many of the top ranking academic journals that publish ecological topics 
have used BNM data to measure the variable responses of species to recent climate change (Mair et al. 
2014 Nature Climate Change, Pateman et al. 2012 Science), to assess pollinator and flowering plant 
declines (Carvalheiro et al. 2013 Ecology Letters) and to evaluate the role of protected areas in the 
context of the changing climate (Gillingham et al. 2014 Conservation Letters, Thomas et al. 2012 
Proceedings of the National Academy of Sciences USA). These and other scientific papers based (at 
least partly) upon the BNM data have a real impact. For example, most recent report of the 
Intergovernmental Panel on Climate Change, the foremost world body assessing the scientific evidence 
for climate change and its impacts, cited three papers that utilised BNM data. 
 

Important dates for your diary 

 7 March 2015 Scottish Recorders’ Gathering Scottish Natural Heritage, Battleby 

 28 March 2015 National Butterfly Recorders’ Meeting Birmingham & Midland Inst., Birmingham 

 31 March 2015 Data deadline for verified county datasets to be submitted by BNM Co-ordinators 
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We are very grateful to Forest Services, Forestry Commission England, Natural England, Natural 
Resources Wales, Northern Ireland Environment Agency, RSPB and Scottish Natural Heritage who are 
helping to fund the BNM project at present. Feel free to pass copies of this newsletter on to others, post 
it online or to incorporate the information into your own newsletters, so as to help promote butterfly 
recording. Please contact me if you want to be added to or taken off the mailing list.  
 
Richard Fox  01626 368385  rfox@butterfly-conservation.org       Twitter: @RichardFoxBC 
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