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Introduction 
After the coldest spring for 50 years, what hope do our butterflies have of recovery after a dreadful 
2012? Despite their small size, dainty appearance and often exacting ecological requirements, butterflies 
are surprisingly resilient and, given good weather and suitable habitat, their populations can bounce 
back quickly. We’ll only know, of course, if you and the thousands of other volunteer butterfly recorders 
across Britain and Ireland continue to take part in the BNM scheme and other BC recording and 
monitoring projects. This is the fourth year of the current five-year BNM survey to map the entire 
distribution of each butterfly species, so please make extra efforts to record butterflies this summer, 
whatever the weather throws at us! 
 

2012 butterfly records 
Last year will be long-remembered for its 
awful weather and dismal butterfly numbers. 
In fact, it proved to be the worst year on 
record (since 1976) for butterfly populations 
in the UK Butterfly Monitoring Scheme. 
 
However, in spite of the limited opportunities 
for recording, it was another good year for 
the BNM project. Recorders continued to go 
out and record and the Local Co-ordinators 
who collate and computerise all of the 
records for each county did a magnificent 
job of turning around the datasets in record 
time. Thus, by late spring, county datasets 
of 2012 butterfly records had been received 
from almost all parts of Britain and Ireland 
(as can be seen from the map, right). The 
rest will follow in due course. We have 
never had such a comprehensive response 
in such a timely manner before. 
 
There are currently 362,000 butterfly 
records in the database for 2012, and the 
addition of last year’s data has brought the 
total number of distribution records (all 
years) gathered by the BNM recording 
scheme to over 9.1 million. 

Butterflies for the New Millennium is the national recording scheme for butterflies in Britain and Ireland and 
is organised in the UK by Butterfly Conservation and the Biological Records Centre and in the Republic of 
Ireland by The Dublin Naturalists’ Field Club. The initial survey work (1995-99) was used to assess the 
status of all native species in The Millennium Atlas of Butterflies in Britain and Ireland. New data from  
2000-04 were incorporated in The State of Butterflies in Britain and Ireland published in 2006. Recording 
continues so as to provide up-to-date information for nature conservation, public education and research.  

in association with the 

Biological Records Centre 



  

So many thanks to each and every recorder who submitted records last year and a huge round of 
applause to the Local Co-ordinators for an extraordinary effort. This sets a new standard which we will 
hope to maintain in future years.  
 

Software updates 
We have two ongoing but exciting software development projects. Jim Asher’s redevelopment of the 
Levana butterfly recording software continues. Jim gave a demonstration at the National Recorders’ 
Meeting in March and work has continued since then. In addition, as mentioned in the previous 
newsletter, we are working with the Centre for Ecology & Hydrology (CEH) and Bristol University to 
develop a butterfly recording smart phone app for the BNM recording scheme. Progress hasn’t been as 
rapid as we’d hoped, but we’re pressing ahead as quickly as possible. Announcements will be made 
through all the usual Butterfly Conservation channels when these new products are ready for use. 
 

Changes of BNM Local Co-ordinators 
There have been an unusual number of changes to the BNM project’s network of Local Co-ordinators / 
County Butterfly Recorders recently. Western Scotland and mid Wales have seen most change, but 
further changes are in the pipeline too, e.g. in Yorkshire. The most up-to-date list of Local Co-ordinators, 
to whom all butterfly distribution records should be sent each year, is on the Butterfly Conservation 
website http://butterfly-conservation.org/2390/recording-contacts.html but paper copies can be obtained 
from BC Head Office. We are very grateful to all those who have undertaken the crucial role of BNM 
Local Co-ordinator; without all their hard work no butterfly records would reach the national scheme 
database. Many thanks also to those new volunteers who’ve taken on the mantle. 
 

Big Butterfly Count 
Big Butterfly Count is back for its 
fourth year in 2013, again with 
generous support from Marks & 
Spencer. Over 62,000 people have 
taken part since the Count began in 2010, and over 200,000 people have visited the Big Butterfly Count 
website. Taking part is easy and quick, making Big Butterfly Count an ideal ‘starter’ survey for members 
of the public and their families, but also something that regular butterfly recorders can be involved with 
alongside their normal recording. Choose any sunny place and spend just 15 minutes watching 
butterflies between Saturday 20 July and Sunday 11 August.  
 
Use the new Smartphone app (for iPhone and Android) or the website www.bigbutterflycount.org to 
submit your sightings by the end of August. It is really important to Butterfly Conservation that lots of 
people take part in Big Butterfly Count so please help to promote it to friends, family and the wider 
public.  
 

Important dates for your diary 

 20 July – 11 Aug 2013 Big Butterfly Count (see above) 

 15 March 2014 Scottish Recorders’ Gathering Scottish Natural Heritage, Battleby 

 22 March 2014 National Butterfly Recorders’ Meeting Birmingham & Midland Inst., Birmingham 
 

Receiving this newsletter by E-mail 
If you have received a paper copy of this newsletter and would be happy to receive it by e-mail in the 
future, saving us time and money, please let us know at bnm@butterfly-conservation.org. Many thanks. 

¤ ¤ ¤ ¤ ¤ 

We are very grateful to the Redwing Trust, Forest Services, Forestry Commission England, Natural 
England, Natural Resources Wales, Northern Ireland Environment Agency and Scottish Natural Heritage 
who are helping to fund the BNM project at present. Feel free to pass copies of this newsletter on to 
others, post it online or to incorporate the information into your own newsletters, so as to help promote 
butterfly recording. Please contact me if you want to be added to or taken off the mailing list.  
 
Richard Fox  01626 368385  rfox@butterfly-conservation.org       Twitter: @RichardFoxBC 
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