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Conservation Areas 
1 Introduction 
The following species have been identified as a priority for conservation 

High Priority 

 Wood White 

 White-letter Hairstreak 

 Brown Hairstreak 

 Silver-spotted Skipper 

 Small Blue 

 Adonis Blue 

Medium Priority 

 Grizzled Skipper 

 Silver-studded Blue 

 Purple Emperor 

 Grayling 

Low Priority 

 Dingy Skipper 

 White Admiral 

 Small Heath 

 Chalkhill Blue 

 Dark Green Fritillary 

 Wall 

It is thought that Brown Hairstreak and Purple Emperor are more widespread that the records 

suggest. However, this can only be confirmed by records from sites where these butterflies have 

been apparently lost. 

2 Maps 
The maps show all the records for each species grouped into the four recording periods between 

1995 and 2014. The records are plotted at the centre of the grid reference provided, so the most 

recent records are plotted on top of the older records. Hence, older records are only visible if there 

are no more recent records. The symbol for each record is plotted at 500m so that it is visible on the 

maps. The appropriate priority habitat is plotted for each species to show potential areas that the 

butterfly could exploit. 
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2.1 High priority species 

2.1.1 Wood White 

 

Reason: locally rare within Surrey, nationally endangered with extinction, and dependent on 

appropriate habitat management of woodland rides to avoid too much shade. 

Habitat: Woodland rides 

Larval Foodplant: Common Bird’s-foot Trefoil, Greater Bird’s-foot Trefoil, Bitter Vetch, Meadow 

Vetchling, Tufted Vetch 

Conservation Areas: Wealden Clay (part) 

Notes: The colony that was introduced to Witley Common (SU9240 & SU9340) in 2003-5 has been 

excluded from the conservation area, as the habitat is on the Greensand rather than the Wealden 

Clay. 

Actions: Engage with land managers to advice on appropriate habitat management for Wood White 
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2.1.2 White-letter Hairstreak 

 

Reason: rare within VC17 with a declining distribution, is nationally endangered with extinction, and 

dependent on Elms. 

Habitat: Woodland 

Larval Foodplant: Elms 

Conservation Areas: High priority in all areas 

Notes: First instar larvae prefer to start off feeding on flowers. 

The South London Commons of Mitcham, Tooting and Wimbledon/Putney Heath have possibilities 

for improving the habitat for White-letter Hairstreak. 

Actions: Need to understand distribution of Elms to know where to target conservation efforts 
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2.1.3 Brown Hairstreak 

 

Reason: locally rare within VC17, is nationally vulnerable to extinction, and dependent on 

maintaining the young growth of blackthorn hedges. 

Habitat: Hedges and woodland edges 

Larval Foodplant: Blackthorn 

Conservation Areas: High priority to record in all areas 

Notes: prefers young shoots of Blackthorn, rather than old lichen covered Blackthorn 

Actions: Engage with membership to record Brown Hairstreak eggs in under-recorded areas to 

understand full extent of distribution 
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2.1.4 Silver-spotted Skipper 

 

Reason: locally rare within Surrey, nationally near threatened with extinction, and dependent on 

maintaining the critical height of Sheep’s fescue. 

Habitat: Calcareous grassland 

Larval Foodplant: Sheep’s Fescue 

Conservation Areas: North Downs (part) 

Notes: Requires a very short sward, typically found in well rabbit-grazed areas. 

Actions: Engage with land managers to advice on appropriate habitat management for Silver-

spotted Skipper and other chalk grassland specialists. 
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2.1.5 Small Blue 

 

Reason: locally rare within VC17, nationally near threatened with extinction, and dependent on bare 

patches to allow germination of Kidney Vetch. 

Habitat: Calcareous grassland 

Larval Foodplant: Kidney Vetch 

Conservation Areas: North Downs (part) 

Notes: Kidney vetch requires bare ground to germinate. 

The London Boroughs of Sutton and Croydon have chosen the Small Blue as a BAP flagship species. 

Actions: Engage with land managers to advice on appropriate habitat management for Small Blue 

and other chalk grassland specialists. 
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2.1.6 Adonis Blue 

 

Reason: locally rare within Surrey, nationally near threatened with extinction, and dependent on 

appropriate habitat management of Horseshoe Vetch. 

Habitat: Calcareous grassland 

Larval Foodplant: Horseshoe Vetch 

Conservation Areas: North Downs (part) 

Notes: First generation requires early successional habitat (short sward), whereas second generation 

can utilise a taller sward 

Actions: Engage with land managers to advice on appropriate habitat management for Adonis Blue 

and other chalk grassland specialists. 
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2.2 Medium Priority species 

2.2.1 Grizzled Skipper 

 

Reason: locally rare within VC17, nationally vulnerable to extinction and dependent on appropriate 

habitat management to maintain a mosaic of bare ground and taller vegetation. 

Habitat: Calcareous grassland, woodland rides, brownfield, railway lines 

Larval Foodplant: Wild Strawberry, Agrimony, Creeping Cinquefoil, Tormentil, Wood Avens, Dog-

rose, Bramble, Salad Burnet 

Conservation Areas: priority effort in the Wealden Clay, lower priority on the North Downs as 

probably more secure there at present 

Notes: requires patches of bare ground for basking, and an abundance of spring flowers 

Actions: Engage with land managers to advice on appropriate habitat management for Grizzled 

Skipper 
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2.2.2 Silver-studded Blue 

 

Reason: locally rare within Surrey, and is nationally vulnerable to extinction and dependent on 

appropriate habitat management of the heathlands for the ant Lasius niger. 

Habitat: Heathland – short sward 

Larval Foodplant: Heathers, Gorse 

Conservation Areas: Priority on the Greensand as there is a greater risk of loss than from the 

Bagshot Sands and Farnham Park (part of the Bagshot Sands) 

Notes: Requires Lasius niger (Garden Black Ant) or Lasius alienus which take the first instar larvae 

into their nests, and the absence of Formica rufa (Wood Ant) which predates the larvae. 

Actions: Engage with land managers to advice on appropriate habitat management for Silver-

studded Blue and other heathland specialists 
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2.2.3 Purple Emperor 

 

Reason: locally rare within VC17, nationally near threatened with extinction, and dependent on 

appropriate habitat management of sallows in and around woodlands. 

Habitat: Woodland 

Larval Foodplant: Goat Willow, Grey Willow, Crack Willow 

Conservation Areas: High priority to record in all areas 

Notes: Eggs are laid in dappled shade on the Sallows 

Actions: Engage with membership to record Purple Emperor in under-recorded areas to understand 

full extent of distribution. 

Need to understand distribution of Sallows so that potential breeding sites for Purple Emperor can 

be identified. 
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2.2.4 Grayling 

 

Reason: locally rare within Surrey, and is nationally vulnerable to extinction and dependent on 

appropriate habitat management of the heathlands with sufficient open basking patches. 

Habitat: Heathland 

Larval Foodplant: various grasses 

Conservation Areas: Priority on the Greensand as there is a greater risk of loss than from the 

Bagshot Sands and Farnham Park (part of the Bagshot Sands) 

Actions: Engage with land managers to advice on appropriate habitat management for Grayling and 

other heathland specialists 
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2.3 Low Priority species 

2.3.1 Dingy Skipper 

 

Reason: locally rare within Surrey, nationally vulnerable to extinction and dependent on appropriate 

habitat management to maintain a mosaic of bare ground and taller vegetation 

Habitat: open sunny habitats, with bare patches and taller vegetation 

Larval Foodplant: Bird’s-foot trefoil 

Conservation Areas: North Downs and Wealden Clay 

Actions: Engage with land managers to advice on appropriate habitat management for Dingy Skipper 
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2.3.2 White Admiral 

 

Reason: locally rare within VC17, nationally vulnerable to extinction and dependent on appropriate 

habitat management to maintain sunny rides in woods  

Habitat: sunny rides in broad-leaved woodlands 

Larval Foodplant: Honeysuckle 

Conservation Areas:  

Actions: Analyse the data to enable the different conservation areas to be prioritised. 
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2.3.3 Small Heath 

 

Reason: with a declining distribution, is nationally near threatened with extinction 

Habitat: dry well-drained grassland 

Larval Foodplant: Sheep’s-fescue and other fine-leaved grasses 

Conservation Areas 

Actions: Analyse the data to enable the different conservation areas to be prioritised. 
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2.3.4 Chalkhill Blue 

 

Reason: is nationally near threatened with extinction 

Habitat: unimproved chalk grassland 

Larval Foodplant: Horseshoe Vetch 

Conservation Areas: North Downs 

Actions: Engage with land managers to advice on appropriate habitat management for Chalkhill Blue 

and other chalk grassland specialists. 
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2.3.5 Dark Green Fritillary 

 

Reason: is locally rare within Surrey 

Habitat: flower-rich unimproved grassland 

Larval Foodplant: Common Dog-violet, Hairy Violet, Marsh Violet 

Conservation Areas: priority is the North Downs, with lower priority on the Wealden Clay 

Actions: Engage with land managers to advice on appropriate habitat management for Dark Green 

Fritillary 
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2.3.6 Wall 

 

Reason: is extinct from VC17, and nationally near threatened with extinction 

Habitat: short open grassland 

Larval Foodplant: bents, Yorkshire-fog, Cock’s-foot 

Conservation Areas: none – became extinct from VC17 in 1997-98, probably due to climate change. 

Since then only the odd vagrant has been sighted 

Actions: none. 


