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Welcome to Spring! 

 

 

  

 

Contributions to our newsletters 

are always welcome. 

Please use the contact details 

below to get in touch!   

If you do not wish to receive our 

newsletter in the future, simply 

reply to this message with the  

word ’unsubscribe’ in the title - 

thank you.  

http://www.facebook.com/bcscotland
http://www.twitter.com/BC_Scotland
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Dates for your Diary 
Small Blue Week - 27th May to 4th June 2017 
In collaboration with Tayside LBAP and several other groups active in the conservation of this 
charming little butterfly, we are planning a Small Blue Week of action 27 May to 4 June 2017. There 
will be a range of activities taking place, particularly surveys for Small Blue and Kidney Vetch.   
Contact Local Branch for more information. 

Gardening Scotland, 2nd - 4th June 2017 
Butterfly Conservation Scotland will be taking a stand at this year’s Gardening Scotland.  We are 
really looking forward to it and hope you will drop by to say hello and find out what we are up to if 
you are coming along to the event.  This year Gardening Scotland runs from 2nd to 4th June at 
The Royal Highland Centre, Edinburgh – for more info go to www.gardeningscotland.com  
 
Scottish Entomologists’ Gathering, Eyemouth, Berwickshire 9th - 11th June 2017 
Berwickshire, with its rocky coast and the Lammermuir Hills to the north and the Cheviots to the 
south has a great variety of habitats and wildlife and holding the meeting there should make a signif-
icant contribution to knowledge of the local entomology. It will also provide opportunities to see 
some of the outstanding assemblage of Lepidoptera, including Small Blue, Northern Brown Argus, 
Wall, Blackneck, Dew Moth and Drinker. Inland sites such as Gordon Moss have long been studied 
for both plants and insects and have much to offer. The River Tweed SSSI (which includes the 
Whiteadder Water and Blackadder Water) is designated partly for its beetle assemblage. 

The fishing town of Eyemouth is a good centre for the gathering. It has facilities for people to meet 
up and there are plenty of places to stay in the town, in nearby villages and in Berwick over the  
border. The Berwickshire Coastal Path, rightly famed for its stunning scenery, runs through the town 
giving an easy route to many sites, including St Abbs Head NNR.  

Amongst the SSSIs in Berwickshire are semi-natural oakwoods (e.g. Abbey St Bathans) and several 
mosses (e.g. Gordon, Drone, Dogden and Bemersyde) and there are extensive heather moors on 
the Lammermuirs, albeit many heavily managed for grouse.  

There are many sites which would reward study for most entomological groups. 

If you would like more information or to register your interest in coming along please contact Barry 
Prater barry@prater.myzen.co.uk 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

This year’s Big Butterfly Count runs from 15
th

 July to 7
th

 August. 
See www.bigbutterflycount.org for more info. 
 
Scottish Members’ Day – Saturday, 7th October 2017  
Our annual Scottish Members’ Day will be held at the Battleby Conference Centre, by Perth on  
Saturday, 7th October 2017. More information will follow in due course. 

 
BC Branch events in Scotland 
As this is the Spring issue and the start of the recording season, we have listed at the end of this 
newsletter all the Butterfly Conservation Scotland Branch and related events that have been 
planned to date for 2017. 

  
_______________________________________________________________________________ 

http://www.gardeningscotland.com
file:///C:/Users/Shona.SHONA-PC/AppData/Local/Microsoft/Windows/Temporary%20Internet%20Files/Content.Outlook/VI61X8R1/barry@prater.myzen.co.uk
http://www.bigbutterflycount.org
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Branch News 

South West Branch 
 

Invitation to the Branch Members Day & AGM, on Saturday 13th May 2017  
commencing at 11.00 am at Chatelherault Country Park Lecture Theatre Visitor 

Centre, Carlisle Road, Ferniegair, Hamilton, ML3 7UE 

Programme 

11.00 am:  Welcome: Paul Mapplebeck, Chair of SW Scotland Committee. Refreshments and a  
                 chance to have a look at the last night’s moth catch. Paul Mapplebeck, Branch Chairman. 
11.20 – 1.00 pm: ‘A Butterfly Walk’ Discovering Chatelherault’s May Butterflies, Flora and Fauna. 

1.00 – 2.00 pm:  Picnic Lunch ‘As You Please’  (bring your own)  

2.00 – 2.20 pm:  Branch AGM and Treasurer's report – Raffle Draw 

2.20 – 3.00 pm:  Guest Speaker - TBA 

3.00 - 3.30 pm:  ‘Conservation in Action’ an overview of practical conservation work in the Branch 
                           Paul Mapplebeck  
3.30 – 3.40 pm:  Q&A and Summing up.  Paul Mapplebeck. 

3.00 pm:             Close 

Free entry – family, friends and non-members are all very welcome. Come for all or part of the event 
as suits you. 

Please let us know if you are coming by e-mailing Valerie Charlton, Branch Secretary at  

cvalerie6@aol.com 

or write to: 13 Glenbank Court, Rouken Glen, G46 7EG. 

 

Getting to the Chatelherault Country Park, Hamilton 
http://www.visitlanarkshire.com/
things-to-do/country-parks/
chatelherault-country-park/ 

How to get there: 

By car: On the M74, take junction 6 towards 
Hamilton. Chatelherault is well signposted from 
the roundabouts leading into Hamilton. There is 
free parking. 

By bus: There are bus stops on either side of 
Carlisle Road in Ferniegair, which drop you off 
just outside the entrance to Chatelherault. The 
bus from to/from here takes a mere 5 minutes 
to/from Hamilton. Buses run frequently from the 
centre of Glasgow to Hamilton. 

By train: Chatelherault train station is situated 
near to the entrance of the park. This provides 
2 trains from Glasgow (via Hamilton) per hour. 

There is free parking at the Country Park 
and disabled facilities.  Let us know if you 
can offer a lift to other attendees. 

 

Ordnance Survey Ref: NS736 539 

http://www.visitlanarkshire.com/things-to-do/country-parks/chatelherault-country-park/
http://www.visitlanarkshire.com/things-to-do/country-parks/chatelherault-country-park/
http://www.visitlanarkshire.com/things-to-do/country-parks/chatelherault-country-park/
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Branch News 

 

Glasgow and S&W Scotland Butterfly Conservation 

Would you like to contribute to Butterfly Conservation in your area? 

Whether it’s in your back garden or on the computer, there are lots of ways you can be active in the 
conservation of these amazing creatures. 

Education, research and promotion for Butterfly Conservation 

Enjoy the great outdoors 
From casual recording in your back garden to a weekly transect of the same area, you can make a 
real impact in conservation by recording your findings. For the more adventurous of you out there, 
there are several unexplored parts of S&W Scotland in our Wider Countryside Butterfly Survey that 
need to be surveyed. These can be through varying terrains from a light town stroll to a scramble up 
a munro. See our website for details. 

Events 
We run lots of fun day events which educate the public and help us encourage vital membership. 
These involve chatting to the public and doing fun activities with kids. Currently Scott Donaldson 
does a great job co-ordinating this and is looking for enthusiastic folk to lend a hand. 

Local/Regional Events Co-ordinator 
Do you know of special butterfly hotspots in your area that you are itching to share? Do you get 
asked by local groups to give talks and attend events? Why not become a Local Co-ordinator? 
You’ll be the face of BC Argyll and Bute or South Lanarkshire (or anywhere else that needs it!). To 
learn what this may involve please ask at the AGM or contact the office. 

Workshops and education sessions 
Do you think you could run a butterfly ID workshop, a moth trapping night for the public or talk to  
local clubs? If so grab one of the committee members at the AGM or contact the Branch. Do you 
want to improve your own ID skills so you can survey your local area? Look out for events on our 
webpage. 

 

Volunteer posts and joining the committee 

Branch Contact Co-ordinator 
We need a multi-tasker! Our branch receives identification enquiries, butterfly records and offers for 
BC to attend events. We need a computer literate individual to pass these onto the relevant  
committee members and reply when needed. Interested? Contact us (that’s the first test!). 

Webmaster 
We need a talented someone to bring our Branch page bang up to date. You will be working in  
conjunction with Head Office as well as putting the Glasgow and S&W Branch’s personal touch on 
to our pages including ongoing events updates. 

Join the committee team  
What we need are keen individuals with a passion for conservation and an eagerness to make 
change. All ideas, big or small, are welcomed and we discuss it as a team to try and make it work. 

We all have different levels of knowledge and various skills and contacts. It’s very informal, just a 
few drinks in the Counting House pub in Glasgow city centre every two to three months. Hope to 
see you soon! 

  
_______________________________________________________________________________ 
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Branch News 

 

South-West Branch - Dumfries and Galloway Sub-group 

 

FIELD TRIPS AND SURVEYS/MONITORING 2017 

 

We plan to have a re-run of last 
year’s Field Trips, this time without 
the rain and gales that caused 2 of 
them to be abandoned. So Mabie 
Forest (Pearl-bordered Fritillaries), 
Birkshaw Forest (Skippers; yes, 
we DO have Large, Small, and  
Essex in Scotland), and Mossdale 
(Scotch Argus and lots more) will 
echo to the delighted WOWs of 
members of the D&G Group as we 
spot our target species. We are 
definitely an optimistic lot down 
here!  

As yet we haven’t finalised dates, 
but we are looking at late May for 
Mabie, end July for Birkshaw, and 
August for Mossdale. Please get 
 in touch with us if you interested in joining any of these trips.  We have also been asked to survey a 
couple of local sites for both butterflies and moths.  And although the Mabie Forest reserve has 
been monitored for many years there is also scope for some general surveying, away from the  
Transect, on recently cleared areas (and there are some new ponds that have been created that 
need to be checked for Dragonfly Colonisation). While on the subject of Mabie, in February a work 
party spent a day clearing encroaching scrub on the reserve. The intention is to repeat this exercise 
several times each year and is one activity that benefits from as many helpers as possible. 

And it’s good fun (maybe!). 

The surveying and scrub-clearance will be on an informal ad-hoc basis, and so will likely be 

arranged at fairly short notice. Once again, let us know if you are interested.  
 
All these events, even the ‘surveying’ (a technical term for wandering about and spotting things), are 
treated as learning days, and suitable for everyone from beginners to those with lots of experience 
and knowledge. 

Hoping to see some of you at some time during the year, 

 
Susan and Richard 
dandgbutterflies@gmail.com 
01387 730301 

 
 
   
 

Large Skipper - Jim Black 

mailto:dandgbutterflies@gmail.com


6 

Survey Updates 

 

Burnet Moth Pheromone Projects 2017 
 

Canterbury Christchurch University are seeking volunteers to help with the following burnet moth 
pheromone projects.  These are UK surveys so please note that Five-spot Burnet Zygaena trifolii 
does not occur in Scotland. 

From a Scottish perspective it would also be interesting to use the lures to locate new colonies to 
help monitor their spread inland and along our northernmost coasts of Six-spot Burnet Zygaena  
filipendulae and in the southern half of Scotland for Narrow-bordered Five Spot Burnet Zygaena  
lonicerae.   
Transparent Burnet Zygaena purpuralis and Forester moth Adscita statices are two of our scarcer 
burnet moths, therefore the use of these lures to gain an indication of presence at known or finding 
new colonies, as well as collating vital habitat information will be very beneficial. 

Scottish distribution maps and main flight periods for all four species are given at the end of this  
article to help determine approximate locations and timings of surveys. 

 

PROJECT 1a – Zygaena filipendulae, Z. lonicerae, Z. purpuralis and Z. trifolii 

We would like to carry out a comprehensive survey of the most common British burnet moths, both 
at sites where they are already known to occur, and at sites where they have not yet been found to 
occur.  If possible we intend to carry this out for several years in order to record possible changes in 
the species range, but for now we will focus on 2017.  These pheromones are known to work well 
within the UK for this group of four species after many years of testing in different populations.  If 
you are interested in participating we would ask that you cover as many sites as you are visiting  
during the peak season or as many as you are comfortable with.  In their surveys we would  
encourage participants to cover some ‘unusual sites’ where you would not immediately think to look 
for the moths, such as road-verges, forest edges, clearcuts etc., as well as the sites which are 
known to be good habitat for the moths already.  We will ask you to carry a lure for each of these 
four species with you and observe the number of individuals attracted within a short period of time 
(up to a maximum of 30 mins).  The findings will then be collated and used to carry out analyses of 
the species’ habitat requirements at a landscape level, which will be the first time this has been 
done in the UK, and to this level of detail.  

 

PROJECT 1b – Zygaena filipendulae, Z. lonicerae, Z. purpuralis and Z. trifolii 

As part of a smaller focused study we are looking for up to 50 participants from across the UK who 
will be able to visit at least one site on 5 occasions throughout the peak field season.  On each of 
the 5 visits, participants will be asked to make a visual observation (without a pheromone) for the 
four species for a 10 minute period on the site.  They will then be asked to make a further 10 minute 
observation using the pheromone lures, which will be stored inside a glass vial until their time of 
use.  The point of this experiment is to assess the relative ability of the human eye to detect a burnet 
moth, compared to a human eye ‘assisted’ by a pheromone attractant.  This study will also run 
alongside project 1a, and keen recorders may wish to take part in both. 

If you are interested in taking part in project 1a and/or 1b, or would like more information, please 

email Dr Joe Burman (joseph.burman@canterbury.ac.uk) 

mailto:joseph.burman@canterbury.ac.uk
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Survey Updates 

 

PROJECT 2 – Testing of pheromone lures for Forester moth species 

Following last year’s Forester survey, it has become apparent that responses to the pheromone lure 
differ greatly across the UK.  We had conclusive results showing Adscita sp. were attracted to the 
lures in Argyll, Caernarvonshire, Derbyshire, Dorset, Kent and South Lancashire.  In Shropshire, 
Radnorshire, Merionethshire, South West Yorkshire, Ceredigion, and Buckinghamshire the moths 
were unresponsive to the lure and in many counties no moths were attracted to the lure, but none 
were seen flying on site so it is not possible to draw firm conclusions about the efficacy of the lure.  
This geographical variation was unexpected: prior to the survey the lures were tested in Kent,  
Sussex, Lancashire and Argyll and were found to effectively attract moths in all locations so we  
anticipated this response would be uniform across the country.  Geographic variation in response to 
pheromone lures has been recorded in many species, but this variation occurs over very large  
regions such as Asia and the USA or between continents, for instance we have found the optimum 
pheromone blend for some burnet moths to vary between the UK and Europe.  Consequently, it was 
surprising to discover such variation in response over a comparatively small area.  This finding has 
raised many questions which we need your help to answer.  We would like to test 3 lures containing 
different variations of the 2 pheromone compounds at as many known Forester sites across the UK 
to try and get a better understanding of the variation in response. 
 
If you are interested in taking part in project 2, or would like more information, please email Ashen 

Oleander (a.oleander131@canterbury.ac.uk)  

For more information about getting involved with using the lures specifically to survey and monitor 
Transparent Burnet Zygaena purpuralis and Forester moth Adscita statices in Scotland as well as 
collect some habitat information please email  
Tom Prescott  tprescott@butterfly-conservation.org  Tel: 01540 661469 
 

 

   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Transparent Burnet  
mid-June to mid-July 

mailto:a.oleander131@canterbury.ac.uk
mailto:tprescott@butterfly-conservation.org
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Survey Updates 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Forester 
mid-June to mid-July 

Six-spot Burnet 
mid-June to mid-August 

Narrow-bordered Five-spot Burnet 
July - early August 
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Survey Updates 
Kentish Glory Pheromone Trials 2016 and Plans for 2017 

In 2016 despite extensive testing across the moth’s entire Scottish 
range (i.e Highland Perthshire, Deeside, Badenoch and Strathspey 
and the Moray coast) by Butterfly Conservation Scotland  
volunteers there were no positive attractions to the trial  
pheromone lure recorded.  Potential reasons for the  
failure in 2016 and plans for 2017 are outlined below. 
 
The trial pheromones were produced by using gas  
chromatography coupled mass spectrometry to analyse a 
gland extract from a female Scottish Kentish Glory.  This 
identified Bombykal as the only pheromone component in 
the gland extract.  A Scottish male’s response to the  
compound was then tested using gas-chromatography  
coupled electro-antennographic (EAG) detection showing a 
consistent response to Bombykal.  
 
The lures were produced by adding 100μl of Bombykal blend at 1/1000 concentration to a 13mm 
diameter butyl rubber septa using hexane as a solvent.   

After the first initial field tests proved negative it was thought 
that this might simply be due to a mistake with the compound 
used or that the correct lures had not been supplied.   
However, when tested it was confirmed that the correct lures 
had been supplied and that they perfectly matched the  
compound in the female's gland extract that the male was  
responding to and were therefore not contaminated. 
 
This then gave rise to a second concern that the lures were 
too weak so a higher concentration of 10x (1/100) and 20x 
(1/50) concentrations were supplied but again these failed to 
attract any male Kentish Glory in the field. 

One possible reason for this lack of success could be that an 
additional component may be necessary for attraction.   

However, the EAG work showed a consistent response to Bombykal and although there were some 
smaller responses to other compounds a reliable and definitive response to other compounds was 
not detected.  Further EAG tests were conducted in March 2017 again using a Scottish male  
Kentish Glory and these confirmed the previous results, with the male showing a very marked  
response to the synthetic compound used in the lures deployed in 2016.  
 
It is also possible that the rubber septa used to disperse the pheromone may contain compounds 
that are repellent to Kentish Glory.  Although identical septa are commonly and successfully used to 
dispense pheromones for many species, this adverse reaction has been observed in a few other 
species.  Compounds in the septa may obscure or change the chemical signal of the pheromone 
partially or completely, making it too different from that of a female to be of interest or attractive to a 
male.  
 
This latter point strongly suggests that it is the deployment of the compound that is the reason for 
the lack of response to the lures in the field, rather than the compound itself.  Different dispensing 
mechanisms will therefore be trialled in 2017.  This will include using a glass vial lure and a plastic 
PCR lure.  
 

Kentish Glory 
mid-April to mid-May 

Kentish Glory (male) 
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Survey Updates 
Visual cues may also be important in attraction and mate finding in larger moths especially in  
species where the female is much larger than the male.  Life-size dummy females made of felt, pipe 
cleaners and acrylic paint will therefore be supplied with the lures in 2017 to enhance their  
attractiveness.  

Some pheromone lures will also be supplied with plastic lobster 
type traps enabling them to be set up without the need for  
continuous surveillance.  This will allow surveyors to  
simultaneously look for perched or flying adults as well as egg 
batches whilst keeping a casual eye on the traps.  It is also hoped 
to deploy traps at a few known sites where they can be checked 
regularly over the course of the flight period.   
 
The timing of trialling the lures is also crucial.  Male Kentish Glory 
are thought to fly in search of females in warm/sunny conditions 
from mid-morning to mid-afternoon.  Therefore, trailing the lures 
outwith this window maybe pointless.  However, it does beg the 
question as to why males are active at night turning up at light 
traps, especially for a species that does not feed as an adult and 
therefore one would assume would need to conserve its energy.  
Maybe the night flights are simply for dispersal which could be  
important for species that derives from an egg batch to reduce the 
risk of mating with one’s siblings.  It would therefore be interesting to try the lures in combination 
with light traps.  

Hopefully by trying different dispensing mechanisms, the use of fake females and using live traps 
we should see a positive response to the lures in 2017.  If you would like to get involved in 2017 
please contact either Tom or Ashen, contact details below.  

Tom Prescott 
Butterfly Conservation Scotland 
Email: tprescott@butterfly-conservation.org Tel: 01540 661469 
 
Ashen Oleander 
Canterbury Christchurch University 
Email: a.oleander131@canterbury.ac.uk  
  ______________________________________________________________________________ 

Lobster pot style pher-

omone traps 

Orange-tip Survey 2017 

Back in 1997 when we ran our first Orange-tip  
postcard survey, Orange-tips were just beginning to 
make an appearance in Scotland. Since then 
they’ve spread through most of the country,  
becoming a familiar sight in May and June. We’re 
checking up on them again this year with a repeat of 
the survey. Anyone can enter their records online at 
www.butterfly-conservation.org/scottishorangetip  
We’re also interested in getting the postcards for the 
survey out to communities in the Highlands and  
Islands, where fewer Orange-tips have been  
recorded. If you’d like us to send you some  
postcards to distribute (e.g. at local libraries, nature reserves, parks, etc) please get in touch with 
Shona at Scotland@butterfly-conservation.org 

mailto:tprescott@butterfly-conservation.org
mailto:a.oleander131@canterbury.ac.uk
http://www.butterfly-conservation.org/scottishorangetip
mailto:Scotland@butterfly-conservation.org
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Survey Updates 
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Survey Dates 
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Survey Updates 
Pentland Hills Surveys 

The Pentland Hills are home to some of the more scarce butterflies, including Green Hairstreak and 
Small Pearl-Bordered Fritillary. Edinburgh City Council are running four training workshops to  
promote the recording of those two species in the Hills. The dates and locations for the workshops 

are in the table below.  

 
 

To book or for further details contact Pentland Hills Regional Park HQ: 
Telephone: 0131 529 2401 E-mail: pentlandhills@edinburgh.gov.uk   www.pentlandhills.org 

  

 ______________________________________________________________________________ 

 

Scottish Biodiversity Information Forum Survey 
An online survey is being carried out by the Scottish Biodiversity Information Forum (SBIF) about 
biological recording in Scotland.  This is an important survey that can help shape the future of how 
data on species and habitats in Scotland can be shared, accessed and managed. 

SBIF is currently undertaking a Review of the Biological Recording Infrastructure in Scotland.   
Everyone’s views matter, whatever your role, whether you are an individual who records and  
manages your own records, work for a large NGO or government agency, or have another role  
within the community. 
The link to the questionnaire is:  http://www.smartsurvey.co.uk/s/SBIFReview/ 

The deadline for submission is: 7
th

 April 2017 

The survey will take 10 minutes of your time and you can submit your answers to the questionnaire 
anonymously, but if you want to save and return to the questionnaire to complete it in more than 
one session you will need to supply your details when prompted.  

More information about SBIF and the Review is available on the National Biodiversity Network’s 
website at: https://nbn.org.uk/about-us/where-we-are/in-scotland/ 

 

 

_______________________________________________________________________________ 

 

 

Date Time Survey Title Location Meeting point 

10/05/2017 

1330-

1530 

Green Hairstreak 

Butterfly 

Bonaly Country 

Park 

Bonaly Country 

Park Upper Car 

Park 

17/05/2017 

1330-

1530 

Green Hairstreak 

Butterfly 

Castlelaw & Kirk 

Burn 

Flotterstone Visitor 

Centre 

21/06/2017 

1330-

1530 

Small Pearl-

Bordered Fritillary 

Butterfly 

Bavelaw Marsh/Red 

Moss 

Threipmuir Car 

Park 

29/06/2017 

1330-

1530 

Small Pearl-

Bordered Fritillary 

Butterfly 

Bavelaw Marsh/Red 

Moss 

Threipmuir Car 

Park 

http://www.smartsurvey.co.uk/s/SBIFReview/
https://nbn.org.uk/about-us/where-we-are/in-scotland/
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Project Updates 

 

Urban Butterfly Project   
 

Butterfly ID training events 
 
Come along to one of the free Butterfly Identification and Recording workshops this May, organised 
by the Urban Butterfly Project. At these workshops you will find out how to identify and record  
butterflies. Please feel free to forward this information to friends and colleagues.  For booking and 
more information please email Anthony McCluskey on amccluskey@butterfly-conservation.org.  
 
The dates are:  
 
12

th
 May: Hermitage of Braid, Edinburgh 

13
th
 May: Craigmillar, Edinburgh 

19
th
 May: Linlithgow 

20
th
 May: Bo’ness 

21
st
 May: Drumpellier Country Park 

24
th
 May: Helix Park, Falkirk 

25
th
 May: Greenock 

 

Surveying the Canal Network 

This year we’re working with Scottish Canals to get volunteers out surveying and experiencing  
Scotland’s fantastic canal network. Canals are great places to find butterflies because they’re easily 
accessible and often have rich communities of plants which butterflies use. To find out more, email 
Urban Butterfly Project Officer Anthony McCluskey on amccluskey@butterfly-conservation.org 
 
      
 
 
 
                                                                                
 
 
      
 
       _________________________________________________________________________ 
 

  

 

 

 

    

Common Blue by briart 

mailto:amccluskey@butterfly-conservation.org
mailto:amccluskey@butterfly-conservation.org
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Project Updates 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Bog Squad is back! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Bog Squad volunteers have returned to action in early 2017 with work parties being held at Kingshill 

Local Nature Reserve near Shotts, Black Moss in West Lothian and at Glen Affric in the Highlands. 

Many ditch-blocking dams have been successfully created which will help re-wet these peat habitats 

and support the specialised flora and fauna that have evolved to live there. We are hoping to  

announce further work parties during this summer so stay tuned!    

 

 

The Bog Squad project is supported by Peatland Action      

 

 

 

  _________________________________________________________ 

 

Peatland news  



17 

Project Updates 

Lanarkshire’s Large Heaths and Mosses – restoring precious peatlands 

In April we will be launching this new project which seeks to revive the fortunes of a series of  

important peatland sites clustered to the north of Lanark in South Lanarkshire. The project will see 

contractors and volunteers carrying out specialised restoration works to a number of the peatland 

sites. The Large Heath butterfly is present on several of these mosses, although there is little known 

about how it is faring or indeed whether the habitat is even in good enough condition to sustain  

viable populations long-term.  

 

This summer we will be holding a couple of volunteer work parties to remove scrub from these 

mosses. There will also be an extensive survey and monitoring programme aimed at improving our 

knowledge of the moths and butterflies of the area. Please get if you’re interested in helping out  

either at the work parties or with moth trapping and butterfly surveys.  

 The Lanarkshire’s Large Heaths and Mosses project is supported by EcoCoLIFE 

 

 

For more information about Butterfly Conservation Scotland’s peatland restoration activities please visit: 

Our blog:  www.bogsquad.weebly.com  

Our website: www.butterfly-conservation.org/bogsquad  

Or contact David Hill at:  dhill@butterfly-conservation.org 

 

http://www.bogsquad.weebly.com
http://www.butterfly-conservation.org/bogsquad
mailto:dhill@butterfly-conservation.org
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Conservation News 
 
 

Moth Recorder Vacancies 
We are currently looking to recruit two new Vice-county 
(VC) Moth Recorders covering  

 

  VC107 – East Sutherland 

  VC88 - Mid Perthshire 
      

so that we are back to full strength and have a full  
contingent of VC moth recorders covering the whole of 
Scotland.   

Both previous recorders have done an excellent job and 
have already sent in their complete VC database to BC HQ 
for the forthcoming Macro-moth atlas.  So the hard work 
has all been done and you can put your feet up and take 
up the role at your own pace.    

The job is not onerous and simply entails providing  
feedback to recorders, collating and verifying all future 
moth records for the vice county and sending these down 
to BC HQ annually.  You do not need to be a moth expert 
or live in the vice county and there are lots of people only 
too willing and able to help you and provide support.   

 

 

 

 

 

If you are interested and/or for more details please contact either; 

Tom Prescott.  
Email tprescott@butterfly-conservation.org  Tel: 01540 661469 
 
Or 
 
Zoe Randle  
Email: zrandle@butterfly-conservation.org  Tel: 01929 406006 

 
 

 
 
 
    __________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
 
 
 
 

Purple: - VC 107 East Sutherland 

Red: - VC 88 Mid Perthshire 

mailto:tprescott@butterfly-conservation.org
mailto:zrandle@butterfly-conservation.org
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Branch Events 
The following are all the Branch events that have been confirmed to date, in this newsletter, just so 
everyone can see what is happening Scotland-wide in 2016.  There really is an incredible amount 
going on right across Scotland and you are all very welcome to come along.  

These events are of course also to be found on our excellent Branch websites which are kept  
regularly updated as new events are added. 

And don’t forget to check out their Facebook and Twitter pages too! 

Highland Branch Events and Field Trips 2017 

These are listed below in chronological order. There will be additional events, the details of which 
had not been finalised before this newsletter went to print. These events will be advertised on the 
BC Highland Branch website and e-mailed to those members for whom we have an e-mail address.  
Apologies to those who do not have ready access to a computer. 

If you are not on our e-mail list and would like to be added, please contact Audrey Turner, Branch 
Membership Secretary,   unicorn64@btinternet.com  

If you have any ideas for future field trips or other events please contact Pete Moore, Events  
Organiser,  tonuptwitcher@gmail.com  If you would like a field trip to take place in your local area, 
get in touch and we’ll see what we can organise. 

These events are free and open to both BC members and non-members. Note: there is an  
attendance charge for two RSPB events listed below. 

Car sharing. For environmental and social reasons it would be good if people car shared when  
attending events. If you are travelling by car and happy to give someone else a lift or if you would 
like a lift to an event, please contact the event leader beforehand and they will try to match people 
up.  

2017 Highland Branch events at a glance – in chronological order: 

MARCH 

Sunday March 26 -  Bog Squad ditch blocking for butterflies and dragonflies, Glen Affric 

APRIL 

Sunday April 2   – habitat management work party for Pearl-bordered Fritillary. Glen Orrin, near Muir of Ord 

Saturday April 8 - Highland Branch AGM from 10am at Charleston Community Complex, General Booth 
                               Road, Inverness, IV3 8ET 

Saturday April 29 – Behind the scenes at Landmark Butterfly House, Carrbridge 

MAY 

Friday May 5 – Sunday May 7 – Kentish Glory moth weekend, Inshriach Forest, near Kingussie 

Sunday May 21   - field trip for Pearl-bordered Fritillary. Glen Orrin, near Muir of Ord 

Saturday May 27 or Sunday May 28   - field trip for Pearl-bordered Fritillary and Dingy Skipper. Polmaily, 
near Drumnadrochit. 

JUNE 

Saturday June 18 -   field trip for Small Blue and Dingy Skipper at Ardersier. 

JULY 

Sunday July 2 – moth trapping. Tomintoul. 

Sunday July 9 – field trip for butterflies. River Averon near Alness. 

Sunday July 30 – field trip for butterflies and moths. Arisaig.     

 

mailto:unicorn64@btinternet.com
mailto:tonuptwitcher@gmail.com
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Branch Events 
 

AUGUST 

Wednesday August 2 – RSPB moth trapping for beginners course at Insh Marshes near Kingussie 
(attendance charge applies). 

Saturday August 5 – moth trapping for Dark Bordered Beauty. RSPB Insh Marshes near Kingussie. 

Saturday August 26 – seed collecting workshop, Kingussie. 

SEPTEMBER 

Wednesday September 13 – RSPB moth trapping at Insh Marshes near Kingussie (attendance charge  
applies) 
Saturday September 16 – habitat management work party for Pearl-bordered Fritillary. Polmaily near 
Drumnadrochit. 

 

Your event leaders: 
 

Margaret Currie 

Margaret is Vice-County Moth Recorder for East Ross-shire and so it goes without saying that she knows a 

lot about moths but her knowledge extends beyond moths to butterflies and other wildlife. 

Pete Moore 

Pete sits on the committee of BC Highland Branch and is Events Co-ordinator. He came to moths relatively 

late in his career as a nature reserve Warden but his enthusiasm for moths has overtaken that of birds and 

other wildlife. His main passions: moths, mountains and motorbikes. 

Tom Prescott 

Tom works for Butterfly Conservation Scotland as Senior Conservation Officer.  He has been enthusiastic 

about moths and butterflies for a long time, is extremely knowledgeable and is Vice-County Moth Recorder 

for West Inverness.  Other personal skills include riding his bike, brewing beer, baking cakes and telling bad 

jokes; but not all at the same time! 

Audrey Turner  

Audrey sits on the committee of BC Highland Branch and is Branch Treasurer, Webmaster, Membership 

Secretary and editor of “Chequered Skipper”! Audrey is an excellent field naturalist and her knowledge  

extends beyond butterflies to moths, plants, birds and other wildlife.  

 

Mark Wynn 

Mark is Chairman of BC Highland Branch. He has a love of wildness & natural history. Hence why he & his 

wife retired to Scotland. He believes music - especially jazz & R&B - is the most dazzling fruit of human  

creation. Closely followed by films & football. Sources for the spirit. Thus, Mark will keep you entertained. 

 

Anthony McCluskey 

Anthony is Butterfly Conservation Scotland’s Urban Butterfly Project Officer, working mostly in Central  

Scotland but living at Keltneyburn, near Aberfeldy. He also works as a gardener, and has studied with the 

Royal Horticultural Society. He is passionate about helping people grow their own plants, and is currently 

testing the growth of butterfly caterpillar foodplants at home under various conditions.  

 

David Hill 

David is Butterfly Conservation Scotland’s Peatland Restoration Project Officer, based in Stirling, and has 

been leading the Bog Squad volunteers for two years. He is passionate about Scotland’s natural heritage and 

landscapes and is often found wandering the hills and glens. He has an increasing interest in moths and is of 

course enthusiastic about all manner of bogs, mires and peatlands!     
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Details of Highland Branch events in chronological order: 

 
GLEN AFFRIC - BOG SQUAD DITCH-DAMMING WORK PARTY 

Organiser:  Butterfly Conservation Scotland’s Bog Squad & British Dragonfly Society 

Target Species: To benefit a range of peatland habitat dependant butterflies and moths (and dragonflies!) 

Date:  Sunday March 26 

Time:  9.30am – approx. 3pm 

Meeting place: Cannich Hall, Cannich, Strathglass, Inverness-shire, IV4 7LY  

Description:  The Bog Squad will be returning to Glen Affric to team up once again with the British Dragonfly 
Society to continue installing ditch-blocking dams. Many areas of open peatland habitat in Glen Affric have 
previously been drained via ditches which take vital water resources away from the bog threatening the  
specialised flora and fauna that live there. We’ll be using tools such as spades and large rubber mallets to hit 
the dams into the peat (which is great fun!). We may also be removing some invasive small trees that  
threaten the open peatland habitats. 

Glen Affric is well known for its beautiful forests and lochs though it also provides important habitat for a 
range of butterfly species including Pearl-bordered Fritillary and Large Heath. Rare dragonflies can also be 
found here including White-faced Darter and Azure Hawker.  

Approx duration:  6 hours 

What's needed:  Water, lunch, wellies or sturdy waterproof walking boots and work clothes - including water-
proofs. Be prepared for cold conditions and bring warm hat, fleece etc...  

Any other information: Please see http://bogsquad.weebly.com/ for more information about the Bog Squad  

Leader name: David Hill (BCS) & Colin Hall (BDS)  

Leader contact details:  David Hill – dhill@butterfly-conservation.org or 01786 459813 

 
 
GLEN ORRIN WORK PARTY, NEAR MUIR OF ORD 

Date:  Sunday 2nd April. 

Time:  Anytime from 10.30 – c4pm. 

Description:  Another chance to help cut back vegetation and rake up excessive bracken to improve the 
habitat for Pearl-bordered and Small Pearl-bordered Fritillaries.  Both species occur on the south facing 
slopes and track-sides on the slopes of An Dun.  This will be the fourth “bash” at the site and the third in the 
spring.  We will focus on the very steep slopes adjacent to and immediately below the track.   

Meeting place:  Parking at the work site is limited, therefore, we will meet at the visitor’s car park at the  
entrance to Glen Orrin, grid NH474514, at 10.30am.  We will then take as few cars as possible a mile further 
up the glen to the site.  If you cannot make it at 10.30 then hopefully you will find us up the glen on the south 
or left hand side of the road as you drive up the glen along the track that starts at approx NH464517. 

Directions:  From Marybank on the A832 take the minor road south for 1.5 miles to Aultgowrie.  On the 
south side of the bridge turn west for 200 yards to a small car park for visitors.  OS Map Landranger 26. 

Approx duration:  4-6 hours but you are welcome to join in and leave whenever you want.  Every little helps 
so if you only want to come for an hour you will still be very welcome. 

What’s needed:  Bring lunch and wear old clothes.  Bring gloves, rakes, secateurs, loppers and bow-saws if 
you have them.  Further hand-tools, including our wonderful Tree Poppers and gloves will be available.  Tea, 
coffee and cake will also be provided! 

Leader names:  Tom Prescott and Margaret Currie 

Leaders contact details Tom 01540 661469  Mob: 07979 785665 or Margaret 01349 877223 
E-mail: tprescott@butterfly-conservation.org or moths.vc106@btinternet.com 
  

 

http://bogsquad.weebly.com/
mailto:dhill@butterfly-conservation.org
mailto:tprescott@butterfly-conservation.org
mailto:moths.vc106@btinternet.com
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BEHIND THE SCENES AT LANDMARK BUTTERFLY HOUSE, CARRBRIDGE   

Organiser:  BC Highland Branch  

Target Species: Tropical exotics! 

Date:  Saturday April 29 

Time:  10am 

Meeting place:  Landmark Forest Adventure Park, Carrbridge. Grid ref: NH 908223 (OS sheet 36 –  
Grantown & Aviemore). On the southern edge of Carrbridge on the B9153 to Aviemore. 
Description:  A new Tropical Butterfly House has opened at this very popular family adventure venue. We 
will get a “behind the scenes” look at the running of the facility. The Butterfly House is a commercial visitor 
attraction but Landmark are keen to work with BC in the promotion of native butterflies. 

Approx duration: 1½ hours 

Any other information:  There is no charge for this visit to the Butterfly House but if you wish to go to other 
parts of the Park a discounted entrance fee will apply. 

Leader name: Ailie Brown of Landmark Forest Adventure Park  

For more information:  contact Pete Moore  Tel: 07866 578079    E-mail: tonuptwitcher@gmail.com 

 

KENTISH GLORY WEEKEND – a weekend of mothing! 

Organiser:  BC Highland Branch  

Target Species: Kentish Glory moth 

Date:  Friday May 5 to Sunday May 7 

Time:  See below 

Meeting place:  RSPB Insh Marshes reserve office, Ivy Cottage, Insh, near Kingussie PH21 1NT.   
Grid ref: NH 812016 (OS sheet 35 - Kingussie) 
Description:  This event will search for the spectacular Kentish Glory moth in suitable habitat (open areas 
with stands of birch) within Forestry Commission Scotland’s Inshriach Forest. A similar event was run in 
2014. No Kentish Glory were seen at that event but the overnight temperatures were so low that moth activity 
was much reduced. We still had other species to see though and our fingers are crossed for a warmer event 
in 2017! 

Friday May 5. Light trapping. We will meet at Ivy Cottage at 7.30pm, decide who is going to trap where and 
then disperse to our different locations. Anyone attending without their own trap can join one of the trapping 
groups. It would be useful, but not essential, to know if you intend to come along with traps to help us plan 
how many sites we might monitor beforehand.  

Saturday May 6. We will re-convene at Ivy Cottage at 10am. Some traps will be brought along “un-opened” 
so anyone not attending the Friday evening/night trapping can just turn up this morning to see moths. In the 
afternoon, weather permitting, we will look for Kentish Glory egg batches and adults in the forest. 

If the weather is poor on the Friday night or we just feel like another night of trapping, we have the option of 
running the traps again on Saturday night and re-convening on Sunday morning. 

What’s needed:  Bring your own moth traps on Friday evening if you have them, since the more locations 
we can trap, the more chance we have of finding KG. Also bring warm clothing, a torch and a hot drink.  

Bring lunch on Saturday and/or Sunday if staying for the day. 

Leader name:  Tom Prescott 

Leader contact details:  Tel: 01540 661469.  Mob: 07979 785665   

E-mail: tprescott@butterfly-conservation.org 

 

KENTISH GLORY NOTE: The Kentish Glory flight period usually falls between mid-April and mid-May, 
depending on location (earlier emergence on the coast than inland) and weather conditions (later 
emergence when it’s colder). If you wish to look for KG at times other than the weekend above, 

please contact Tom Prescott (contact details above). 

 

   

mailto:tonuptwitcher@gmail.com
mailto:tprescott@butterfly-conservation.org
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GLEN ORRIN BUTTERFLY WALK 

Organiser:  BC Highland Branch  

Target Species: Pearl-bordered Fritillary 

Date:  Sunday May 21 

Time:  10:30 am 

Meeting place:  Car park at NH474514 (OS sheet 26 – Inverness & Loch Ness). From Marybank on the 
A832 take the minor road south for 1.5 miles to Aultgowrie. On the south side of the bridge turn west for 200 
yards to a small car park for visitors. 

Description:  We have been counting the Pearl-bordered Fritillaries here every year since they were first 
found in 2009. Following a third season of scrub clearing by local branch volunteers, we would like you to join 
us and hopefully see the fruits of your labours! There is a short uphill section to get onto the track, followed 
by a gentle climb to the start of the forestry. Hopefully some PBF to be seen plus day flying moths 

Approx duration: 4 hours depending on weather. 

What’s needed:  Lunch, boots and waterproofs. 

Any other information:  We have always called this area “tick hill”, so be warned.  

Leader name: Margaret Currie 

Leader contact details: Tel 01349 877223 moths.vc106@btinternet.com 

 

POLMAILY BUTTERFLY WALK, NEAR DRUMNADROCHIT 

Organiser:  BC Highland & Islands Branch  

Target Species:  Pearl-bordered Fritillary and Dingy Skipper 

Date:  Saturday May 27 or Sunday May 28 

Time:  10.30  

Meeting place:  The end of the forest track into Polmaily, about 2 miles west of Drumnadrochit on the A831 
towards Cannich. Grid ref NH 484304 (OS sheet 26 – Inverness and Loch Ness) 

Description:  A visit to see the rewards of previous habitat management undertaken by members of  
Highland branch. 

Approx duration: Up to 4 hours 

What’s needed:  Bring a packed lunch 

Any other information: Whether the trip will be run on the Saturday or the Sunday will be decided nearer 
the time dependent on the weather forecast. Please phone Mark a few days beforehand for the final decision 

Leader name:  Mark Wynn 

Leader contact details:  01463 222060 or 07944708608  E-mail: markwynn@highland-butterflies.org.uk 

 

ARDERSIER BUTTERFLY WALK 

Organiser:  BC Highland Branch  

Target Species: Small Blue 

Date:  Sunday June 18 

Time:  10.30am 

Meeting place:  Car park just north of Ardersier on the road to Fort George.  Grid ref NH779557 (OS sheet 
27 - Nairn, Forres & surrounding area) 

Description:  We’ll have a walk around the Ardersier Common area looking for Small Blue.  Other species 
include Dingy Skipper, Common Blue, Small Copper and Speckled Wood 

Approx duration: 3 hours 

What’s needed:  Midge repellent, sun cream 

Any other information:  Also a good site for Coralroot Orchid 

Leader name: Audrey Turner     

Leader contact details:  unicorn64@btinternet.com   Mobile 07450 54886 

mailto:moths.vc106@btinternet.com
mailto:markwynn@highland-butterflies.org.uk
mailto:unicorn64@btinternet.com
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MOUNTAIN RINGLET NOTE: An event to look for Mountain Ringlet has not been organised but if you wish 
to see this butterfly, please contact Mark Wynn. 01463 222060 or 07944 708608    
E-mail:    markwynn@highland-butterflies.org.uk 

 

TOMINTOUL MOTHS 

Organiser:  BC Highland Branch  

Target Species:   Whatever we find in the traps 

Date:  Sunday July 2 

Time:  10 am 

Meeting place:  Craigalkie Quarry on the A939 about one mile east of Tomintoul on the road to Grantown on 
Spey. There is parking space just off the road at the quarry. Grid ref: NJ 156194 (OS map 36 – Grantown 
and Aviemore). Late arrivals will need to park, then walk with care south along the main road (away from 
Tomintoul) about 200m to a fisherman’s path on the river side of the road and head down through the woods 
to the river.  

Description:  There are outcroppings of limestone in the Tomintoul-Glenlivet area which support a  
lime-loving flora which is very localised in the Highlands. Our moth trapping will target such an area near  
Tomintoul since it is possible that there are moth species present whose foodplants are part of the  
lime-loving plant community. 

This location was trapped as a BC event in 2016. We didn’t find any lime specialists but we notched up 65 
species in total, including 7 macro-moths new to the 10km square. Most, if not all, of the 15 micro moths 
were also new to the square. This year we are running the event four weeks earlier in the season to see a 
different selection of species. 

Approx duration: 10 am until lunchtime, possibly later, depending on how many moths there are! 

What’s needed:  Appropriate outdoor clothing. 

Leader name:  Pete Moore 

Leader contact details:  E-mail: tonuptwitcher@gmail.com  Tel: 07866 578079 

 

RIVER AVERON BUTTERFLY WALK 

Organiser:  BC Highland Branch  

Target Species:  Whatever turns up! 

Date:  Sunday July 9 

Time:  10.30 am 

Meeting place:  Car park at Ballavoulen, NH 572740 (OS sheet 21 - Dornoch, Alness & Invergordon area). 
From the A836 Struie Road at Alness take the minor road to Boath and follow for approx. 5  miles. 

Description:  This walk, approx. 4 miles in total, mostly on a reasonably flat track, will take us to Loch Morie. 
On a good day we would hope to see several species of butterfly, a number of different dragonflies and of 
course some day flying moths. Over a period of several years we have recorded 15 species of butterfly in 
this glen. 

Approx duration:  Approx. 4 hours depending on the weather. 

What’s needed:  Good footwear, lunch, waterproofs. 

Any other information:  Mostly walking along an unsurfaced track. 

Leader name: Margaret Currie 

Leader contact details:  Tel 01349 877223    or   moths.vc106@btinternet.com 

 

 

   

 

mailto:markwynn@highland-butterflies.org.uk
mailto:tonuptwitcher@gmail.com
mailto:moths.vc106@btinternet.com
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ARISAIG BUTTERFLIES AND MOTHS. 

Organiser:  BC Highland Branch & Arisaig Community Trust. 

Target Species:  Grayling and other butterflies and moths. 

Date:  Sunday 30th July.  Time:  10.30 for 11am start, finishing about 4pm. 

Meeting place:  Land Sea and Islands Centre, Arisaig.  The Centre is located in the middle of the village at 
NM660863 and signposted from the main road. 

Description:  After gathering at the visitor centre for tea, coffee and home-bakes we will check the contents 
of moth traps set locally the night before, followed by a field visit to a suitable location nearby (possibly Morar 
beach) to look for Grayling and other butterflies and day-flying moths.   

Approx duration:  About five hours, but you are welcome to come along just to see the moths in the  
morning (11 till 12ish) or just for the field trip in the afternoon (from about 1ish).  However, please let us know 
if you plan just to come to the field visit so we can arrange exactly where/when to meet you.  

What’s needed:  Please bring a packed lunch if staying all day.  Tea, coffee and home-bakes will be  
provided on arrival.   

Any other information:  Oh and don’t forget your swimming costume and a towel! 

Leader name: Tom Prescott & Alison Stewart 

Leaders contact details:  Tom Prescott Tel: 01540 661469 Mob: 07979 785665  
E-mail: tprescott@butterfly-conservation.org or 
Alison Stewart  Tel: 01687 450771.  Email:  arisaigct@arisaigcommunitytrust.org.uk  

 

A MORNING OF MOTHS – INTRODUCTION TO MOTHS AND MOTH-TRAPPING COURSE. 

Organiser:  RSPB  

Date:  Weds August 2 

Time:  09.30 

Meeting place:  RSPB Insh Marshes reserve car park. Half a mile past Ruthven Barracks on the B970 
Kingussie to Insh road. Grid Ref: NH 773999 

Description:  This is a beginners’ introduction to moths course, covering identification of moths along with 
techniques and equipment involved in surveying and monitoring moths. We will look through moth traps run 
the night before. 

Approx duration: 3 to 4 hours 

What’s needed:  Midge repellent. 

Any other information:  BOOKING IS ESSENTIAL through the Cairngorms Learning Partnership 
01540 662420 or learning@clp-online.net.  
Please note: there is a charge for this event: Adults £12.50    RSPB Members £10 

Leader name: Pete Moore 

Leader contact details:  07866 578079    pete.moore@rspb.org.uk 

 

MOTH MANIA AT THE MARSHES 

Organiser:  BC Highland Branch  

Target Species: Dark Bordered Beauty moth 

Date:  Saturday August 5 

Time:  10am 

Meeting place:  RSPB Insh Marshes car park. 2 miles out of Kingussie on the B970 (past Ruthven  
Barracks). NN775998 (OS sheet 35 – Kingussie) 
Description:  A look through moth traps as part of the reserve’s annual monitoring of Dark Bordered Beauty 
moth, found at only three locations in Scotland. Apart from DBB, lots of other moths will be seen.  

Approx duration: To lunchtime and beyond….. 

What’s needed:  Packed lunch, midge repellent (just in case). 

Leader name: Pete Moore 

Leader contact details:  E-mail: tonuptwitcher@gmail.com. Tel 07866 578079 

mailto:tprescott@butterfly-conservation.org
mailto:arisaigct@arisaigcommunitytrust.org.uk
mailto:learning@clp-online.net
mailto:pete.moore@rspb.org.uk
mailto:tonuptwitcher@gmail.com
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SEED COLLECTING WORKSHOP 
Organiser:  BC Highland Branch  

Date:  Saturday August 26  Time:  10am 

Meeting place:  Talla nan Ros, King Street, Kingussie PH21 1HP. This is a converted church now used as a 
community hall. Grid ref: NH 760006 (OS sheet 35 – Kingussie). 

Description:  The caterpillars of many butterflies and moths will only eat certain plants, known as 
“foodplants”. For example, Small Blue butterfly caterpillars will only eat Kidney-vetch and Northern Brown 
Argus caterpillars will only eat Rockrose. In order to increase the populations of some of our rare butterflies, 
we need to increase the number of foodplants. This can sometimes be achieved through appropriate habitat 
management but often the number of naturally-occurring foodplants needs to be bolstered by planting out 
more foodplants. It is important to use plants of local provenance whenever possible through collecting local 
seed, rather than buying from suppliers where the seed source is from a different part of the UK or even 
abroad.   

This practical workshop will look at how to gather, store and propagate seed. We will meet at Talla nan Ros 
for an introduction before travelling out in shared cars to RSPB Insh Marshes and Newtonmore for seed  
collection. Then returning to Talla nan Ros for the rest of the workshop. 

Approx duration: 10am until approx. 5pm 

What’s needed:  Lunch and outdoor clothes. 

Leader name:  Anthony McCluskey 

Leader contact details: Tel: 07730 221266 or 01786 459811 E-mail amccluskey@butterfly-conservation.org 

 
MOTH MAGIC 
Organiser:  RSPB  

Date:  Weds 13 Sept     Time:  09.30 

Meeting place:  RSPB Insh Marshes reserve car park. Half a mile past Ruthven Barracks on the B970 
Kingussie to Insh road. Grid Ref: NH 773999 

Description:  A look through moth traps run the night before 

Approx duration: 3 to 4 hours 

What’s needed:  Midge repellent 

Any other information:  BOOKING IS ESSENTIAL. Call the RSPB Insh Marshes office on 01540 661518 
or e-mail insh@rspb.org.uk. 

Please note: there is a charge for this event. Adults £5, RSPB members £3. 

Leader name: Pete Moore    Leader contact details:  07866 578079 or e-mail pete.moore@rspb.org.uk 

 

POLMAILY WORK PARTY, NEAR DRUMNADROCHIT  
Date: Saturday September 16    Time:  Anytime from 10.30 – c4pm  
Meeting place: Follow the Butterfly Conservation Scotland signs from the end of the forest track into  
Polmaily Wood, approx 2 miles west of Drumnadrochit on the A831 towards Cannich. Grid ref: NH484304. 
OS sheet 26 (Inverness & Loch Ness)  
Description: Another session of clearing and cutting back trackside vegetation and scrub to improve the 
habitat for Pearl-bordered Fritillary and Dingy Skipper.  The work includes “weeding” sections previously 
cleared, as well as tackling un-cleared areas.   

Approx duration:  Up to 5 or 6 hours but you are welcome to join in and leave whenever you want to.  Every 
little helps so if you are able to come just for an hour or so, you will still be very welcome.  

What’s needed:  If staying all day bring lunch and wear old clothes as well as gloves, secateurs, loppers, 
forks, rakes and bow-saws if you have them.  Further hand-tools including the wonderful Tree-poppers and 
gloves will be available.  Home-baked cake also gratefully received! 

Any other information: This is the seventh Polmaily work-party, or bake-off as it has become known by  
regular attendees.  The previous ones have all been great fun, were well attended and had plenty of cake!  
Tea and coffee will also be provided. 

Leader name:  Tom Prescott  

Leader contact details: Tel: 01540 661469 Mob: 07979 785665 E-mail tprescott@butterfly-conservation.org 

mailto:amccluskey@butterfly-conservation.org
mailto:insh@rspb.org.uk
mailto:pete.moore@rspb.org.uk
mailto:tprescott@butterfly-conservation.org
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East Branch Events 2017 
Members attend these outings at their own risk and are responsible for their own safety. Please bring stout 
footwear to these outings and suitable warm, waterproof clothing. If you intend staying on until the afternoon, 
then a packed lunch is recommended.  

Aberdeenshire Events 2017  
Please check the Butterfly Conservation East Scotland branch website for updates (additional events may be 
added): http://www.eastscotland-butterflies.org.uk/events_aberdeenshire.html 
 
Saturday 13th May 10.00am–12noon & 1.00–3.00pm   
CAIRNGORMS NATURE BIG WEEKEND – POWERFUL POLLINATORS 
As part of the Cairngorms Nature BIG Weekend, local ranger services and wildlife experts will offer a day of 
activities for families and nature lovers in Glen Tanar, including ‘Powerful Pollinators’: Discover the amazing 
variety of our pollinating insects – how you tell your bumblebee from your hoverfly and what we can do to 
help these tireless workers. We will open live traps set last night to see what moths have been caught and go 
for a short walk to hunt for more pollinators. Children must be accompanied. Booking essential for am/pm 
sessions, but if you can’t make these, there will also be a stand throughout the day by the visitor centre 
where you can find out about planting for pollinators, making bug homes and more! Event organised with 
Glen Tanar & Aberdeenshire Council Ranger Services & NE Scotland Biodiversity Partnership.  
MEET: Glen Tanar Visitor Centre, near Aboyne AB34 5EU.  
CONTACT: Cairngorms National Park Authority on 01479 873535 or see  
http://cairngorms.co.uk/discover-explore/events/nature-festival/ 
 

Saturday 10th June 10.00am – 12noon     WINGED & WATERY WONDERS  
Meet some wee woodland beasties, including live moths caught the night before and discover who is lurking 
in the pond at Burnett Park! Under 16’s must be accompanied. Bring outdoor clothing suited to weather + 
stout footwear. Event organised with Aberdeenshire Council Ranger Service for the Banchory River Festival - 

see: http://www.visitbanchory.com/ Booking essential.  
MEET: tennis court car park, Burnett Park, Banchory AB31 4AE.  
CONTACT: Aberdeenshire Council Marr Area Ranger on 07787583976, 

marr.ranger@aberdeenshire.gov.uk 
 

Thursday 20
th

 July 10.00am–12.30pm    MOTHS IN THE MORNING 
Discover the amazing diversity of moths and their roles in nature. We will unveil last night’s live moth trap 
catch, followed by a search for day-flying moths and butterflies as time and weather allow. Find out how you 
can take part in this year’s Big Butterfly Count and attract pollinating insects in your own garden too. Under 
18s must be accompanied. Event organised with Aberdeenshire Council Ranger Service & Scottish Natural 
Heritage.  Booking essential. 

MEET: Burn o’ Vat Visitor Centre, near Dinnet AB34 5NB.  
CONTACT: Muir of Dinnet NNR Manager on 013398 81667.  
 

Friday 28
th

 July 8.30pm - late     MOTHS & BATS AT CRAIGIEVAR 
Join us to learn more about the fascinating world of moths and help set up light and sugar traps (that don’t 
harm moths) to attract these night-flying creatures. While the moths gather, we will go on a bat walk around 
the castle using bat detectors to see what is out and about and learn more about bats and their nocturnal life-
styles. Then we will go back to see if we have caught any moths. Under 16’s must be accompanied. Bring 
warm clothing, stout footwear, sunglasses/wide-brimmed hat (to shield eyes from bright moth trap light), 
midge repellent & torch. Event organised with National Trust for Scotland and Aberdeenshire Council Ranger 
Services. Booking essential – please mention any special requirements; cost £4.00 per person (+ parking 
charge for non-NTS members).  
MEET: Craigievar Castle car park, near Alford AB33 8JF.  

CONTACT: National Trust for Scotland on 01330 844810 or online www.nts.org.uk 

http://www.eastscotland-butterflies.org.uk/events_aberdeenshire.html
http://www.eastscotland-butterflies.org.uk/events_aberdeenshire.html
http://cairngorms.co.uk/discover-explore/events/nature-festival/
http://www.visitbanchory.com/
mailto:marr.ranger@aberdeenshire.gov.uk
http://www.nts.org.uk/
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Friday 4th August 8.00pm – late    NIGHT HUNTERS AND THEIR PREY 
Get up close and personal with bats and moths. Come and dispel all your fears of these intriguing animals. 
Under 16s must be accompanied. Bring warm clothing, stout footwear, sunglasses/wide-brimmed hat (to 
shield eyes from bright moth trap light), midge repellent & torch. Event organised with Aberdeenshire Council 
& Balmoral Estate Ranger Services for Ballater Victoria Week: http://www.ballatervictoriaweek.co.uk/  
Booking essential. 
MEET: car park by Visitor Information Centre, Crathie AB35 5UL.  
CONTACT: Balmoral Estate Rangers on 013397 55059 
 
Saturday 19th August 8.00pm – 12.00midnight  A WILD NIGHT OUT AT PETERCULTER 
Enter the mysterious world of night creatures! This will include setting up sugar and light traps to attract 
moths – which we will release unharmed after identification - and using detectors to pick up ultrasound of 
hunting bats. Under 16s must be accompanied. Bring warm clothing, stout footwear, sunglasses/wide-
brimmed hat (to shield eyes from bright moth trap light), midge repellent & torch. Event organised with  
Aberdeen City Council &  Council Ranger Services. Booking essential; donations welcome.  
MEET: St Peter’s Heritage Centre car park, Station Road East, Peterculter AB14 0PU.  
CONTACT: Aberdeen City Council Rangers on 01224 326429.  
 

Angus Events 2017  
Sunday 11th June. Crombie Country Park. Moth  Identification  Session from 10.00 -12.00 noon.  

Friday 16th June. Coire Fee.  This is provisionally fully subscribed at present, though spaces may become 
available. 

Saturday 1st July. St.Cyrus Moth Night.  

Friday 18th August.  Moths at Montrose  Basin  Reserve 19.00 – 21.00 approx. Viewing previous nights’ 
catch. 

 

Lothian field trips 2017 

Sunday May 21. Glencourse Res. To check the Green Hairstreak colony there. Meet at the Visitor Centre 
car park at Flotterstone (grid ref. NT229631) at 10.30am.  

Contact: Richard Buckland at r.buckland@blueyonder.co.uk, or tel: 0131 332 0615  
 
Sunday July 16, Shielknowes.   Target species: Large Heath and Small Pearl-bordered Fritillary.  Meet at 
entrance to the property (grid ref. NS827719) at 10.30am.  

Contact: Richard Buckland, 01321 332 0615, or r.buckland@blueyonder.co.uk 
 
Saturday July 22, Aberlady Bay. A joint outing with the Edinburgh Natural History Society (Nats). The  
target species are Small Skipper and Dark Green Fritillary.  Meet at the car park at the wooden bridge over 
the burn at the Aberlady Local Nature Reserve, grid ref. NT472806 at 10.30am.  

Contact: Richard Buckland, 01321 332 0615, or r.buckland@blueyonder.co.uk 

 

Sunday 2 July. Lugate Water for Northern Brown Argus and Dark Green Fritillary  

 

Perthshire Northern Brown Argus Training Day 2017 
Saturday 29th July  10.30 am 
Northern Brown Argus free survey training day. Lundie Crags, Sidlaws 
The event will be led by Glyn Edwards and Cathy Caudwell of the East of Scotland Branch, Butterfly  
Conservation.  There will be a walk of approximately 2.5 to 3 km both to and from the site.  There is a rough  
track at first but the site itself is on a steeply sloping vegetated hillside. It is essential to bring good outdoor 
gear including waterproofs and a packed lunch.  
 
Please contact Cathy Caudwell perthshire.butterflies@fireflyuk.net  (or tel. 01828 686709) for numbers and 
further details of meeting place.  Further details will also be posted on BC events webpage in due course. 

 

http://www.ballatervictoriaweek.co.uk/
mailto:r.buckland@blueyonder.co.uk
mailto:r.buckland@blueyonder.co.uk
mailto:r.buckland@blueyonder.co.uk
mailto:perthshire.butterflies@fireflyuk.net
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Borders Events 2017 
Date: Saturday  27 May 2017 

Event: Berwickshire Coastal Walk A joint trip with the Edinburgh Natural History Society. 

Details: Meet at 11:00am at the top of the Burnmouth Brae NT95406109 for Small Blue, Wall, etc. Have  

sensible footwear and clothing as well as a waterproof and packed lunch. 

Contact:  1. Neville Crowther  01968  672089  Nevillecrowther@aol.com 
                 2. Iain Cowe  01890 818314 / 07775 747838  orb@lammer.orangehome.co.uk 
 

Date:  Saturday 17 June 2017 

Event:  St. Abb’s Head Walk An outing arranged by the Scottish Wildlife Trust Central Borders Group. 

Details:  10:00am to about 5pm.  A good time to see the breeding seabirds, butterflies and flowers.  An uphill 
and down dale walk of about 3 miles which includes a walk alongside Mire Loch.  Bring a packed 
lunch.   Meet at the car park at orthfield Farm (NT913673) at 11:30am OR at the Health Centre car park,  
Melrose (NT545341) at 10:00am to organise car share. 

Contact:  Jim Russell   01835 824898 or 07772 345248 

 

Date:  Saturday 17 June to Sunday 18 June 2017 

Event:  Ecological Restoration and Moths at Carrifran Wildwood 

Details:  Meet at 9pm on 17 June at Carrifran Wildwood car park on the A708, 8 miles to the north-east of 
Moffat (NT159115) to join a moths survey. 

Be prepared to stay on until midnight, or later if good conditions occur!  The trapped moths will be kept for 
inspection at 9am on Sunday. 

Bring warm clothing, waterproofs, midge repellent/midge nets and a torch. 

Contact: Reuben Singleton  reuben@tweedecology.co.uk  0778 3047398 

 

Date: July 2017    

Event:  Coastal butterflies 

Details:  details to be confirmed 

Contact:  Iain Cowe  01890 818314 / 07775 747838  orb@lammer.orangehome.co.uk 

 

Date:  Sunday 30 July 2017 

Event:  Moths at Paxton House 

Details:  10.30am - 12.30 pm at Paxton House (NT932520, TD15 1SZ) to discover the moths attracted to 
last night's light traps and perhaps see some butterflies if the sun shines. Some of the paths through the 
woods are steep. Followed by some fun moth related craft activities. 

Booking with Paxton House is advisable.  Children must be accompanied. There is a charge of £1 per 

child and £2 per adult. 

Contact:  1. Hermione Hoffmann at Paxton House to book your place on 01289 386909 or  
                     Hermione@paxtonhouse.com 
                 2. Barry Prater  018907 52037  barry@prater.myzen.co.uk 
 

Date: Saturday 5 August 2017 

Event:  Eildon Hills Walk. An outing arranged by the Scottish Wildlife Trust Central Borders Group. 

Details:  Full day event, meeting at 10:30am finish 3-4pm. Packed lunch. Quite steep in places but will take it 
at a slow pace. Meet at Melrose Health Centre car park (NT545341) at 10:15am or at walk start at 10:30am  
– “cemetery” road at the Rhymer’s stone (NT 564335).  Birds, plants, insects (esp. butterflies and moths), a 
little geology and archaeology and fantastic views. 

Contact: Malcolm Lindsay  01896 753425 or 07563 515854 

 

file:///C:/Users/Shona.SHONA-PC/AppData/Local/Microsoft/Windows/Temporary%20Internet%20Files/Content.Outlook/VI61X8R1/Nevillecrowther@aol.com%20
mailto:orb@lammer.orangehome.co.uk
file:///C:/Users/Shona.SHONA-PC/AppData/Local/Microsoft/Windows/Temporary%20Internet%20Files/Content.Outlook/VI61X8R1/malcandles46@talktalk.net
mailto:orb@lammer.orangehome.co.uk
mailto:Hermione@paxtonhouse.com
mailto:barry@prater.myzen.co.uk
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Date:  Friday 18 August 2017 

Event:  Moths @ Harestanes 

Details: Harestanes (NT641244) is by the A68, 6km north of Jedburgh. The event will run from 8:15 to 
10:15pm. Gather round the light and discover the secrets of the night. Ages 8+, under-16s must be with an 
adult. Adult £4, Child £3. No dogs.  

Booking: Essential. 

Contact:  1. to book contact Harestanes Countryside Visitor Centre, Ancrum, JEDBURGH TD8 6UQ 

01835 830306 

harestanes@liveborders1.org.uk 

www.liveborders.org.uk/harestanes 

2. Barry Prater   018907 52037 

barry@prater.myzen.co.uk 

 

Date:  Saturday 26 August 2017 

Event:  St Abbs Science Day 

Details:  Details to be finalised but this will take place at the Ebba Centre in St Abbs and we will be there 
along with other wildlife and conservation groups to show and tell people about butterflies & moths. 

Contact:  Sarah Barnard  ebbacentre@btconnect.com 

 

Date:  Friday 13 October 2017 

Event:  National Moth Night 2017 @ Harestanes 

Details:  Harestanes (NT641244) is by the A68, 6km north of Jedburgh. The event will run from 6:30 to 
8:30pm. Ivy is the theme of this year’s national celebration of moths and recording. Come along and discover 
the beauty of these night-time creatures. Ages 8+, under-16s must be with an adult. Adult £4, Child £3. No 
dogs.  

Booking: Essential. 

Contact: 1. to book contact Harestanes Countryside Visitor Centre, Ancrum, JEDBURGH TD8 6UQ 

01835 830306 

harestanes@liveborders1.org.uk 

www.liveborders.org.uk/harestanes 

2. Barry Prater  018907 52037 

barry@prater.myzen.co.uk 

 

 
 
    

________________________________________________________________________________________ 

mailto:harestanes@liveborders1.org.uk
http://www.liveborders.org.uk/harestanes
mailto:barry@prater.myzen.co.uk
file:///C:/Users/Shona.SHONA-PC/AppData/Local/Microsoft/Windows/Temporary%20Internet%20Files/Content.Outlook/VI61X8R1/ebbacentre@btconnect.com%20
mailto:harestanes@liveborders1.org.uk
http://www.liveborders.org.uk/harestanes
mailto:barry@prater.myzen.co.uk
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Branch Events 

 

South & West Branch Events 2017 
 
Saturday, 6th May 
Branch AGM & Members Meeting, Chatelherault Visitor Centre, Ferniegair, Hamilton, ML3 7UE  

Sunday,14th May 11:00  
Mabie Butterfly Walk, Mabie Forest, Dumfries DG2 8HB 

Saturday, 20th May 13:00  
Green Hairstreak Walk, Low Moss, Bishopbriggs G64 2TS 

Sunday, 21st May 12:30  
Green Hairstreak Walk, Muirshiel CP, Calder Glen Road, Lochwinnoch PA12 4LB 
  - with Clyde Muirshiel Countryside Ranger Service 
 
Sunday, 28th May 13:00  
Dingy Skipper Walk, Barony A-Frame, Barony Rd, Auchinleck, KA18 2LP 
 
Sunday, 4th June 13:00  
Chequered Skipper Walk, Glasdrum Wood NNR, Appin PA38 4BQ 

Saturday, 1st July 12:00  
Northern Brown Argus Butterfly Walk, Birthwood Road, Coulter, ML12 6P Lanarkshire 
 
Sunday, 30th July 11:00   
Golden Skippers Butterfly Walk, Birkshaw Forest nr Lockerbie, Irongate Road DG11 1 
 
Saturday, 19th August  10:30  
Scotch Argus Walk, Mossdale DG7 2NF 

Friday, 1st September  19:30  
Glasgow Botanics Moth (& Bat) Night, 730 Gt. Western Rd, Glasgow, G12 0UE 
  - with Clyde Bat Group 
 

All currently proposed events are subject to confirmation. Updates will be posted on the Branch Facebook 
page & Branch Events page on the main Butterfly Conservation website 

All outdoor events are subject to weather & may be cancelled at short notice (decision usually taken day  
before & if cancelled posted on Branch Facebook page & Branch Events page on the main Butterfly  
Conservation website). 
 
Appropriate clothing & footgear should be worn, on longer days bring some food & drink.  We prefer advance 
booking so that we have an idea of expected numbers - either via the event listing on Branch Facebook page 
or email to events_GSWSBC@hotmail.co.uk 
 
 

 

   

 

 

  


