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Contributions to our newsletters 

are always welcome. 

Please use the contact details 

below to get in touch!   

If you do not wish to receive our 

newsletter in the future, simply 

reply to this message with the  

word ’unsubscribe’ in the title - 

thank you.  

 

Welcome to Spring! 

 

Green-veined White - wgell 

Holly Blue - Fiona Govan 

Eulia ministrana - David Hill 

http://www.facebook.com/bcscotland
http://www.twitter.com/BC_Scotland
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Dates for your Diary 
Butterfly Conservation’s 50th Anniversary 
Butterfly Conservation is celebrating our 50th Anniversary this year!  In addition to 
Reserve Open Days (see Branch Events section for details) and other activities, 
on Saturday, 10th March we held a Conservation Day of Action across the UK 
where our staff, volunteers and supporters got out there and took practical  

conservation action to help our butterflies and moths.  Keep a lookout on the Events section of our Scottish 
webpage and social media for more events to follow! 

Highland Branch AGM - Saturday, 14th April 2018 
See Highland Branch (Page 9) for info. 

East Branch AGM - Saturday, 21st April 2018 
See East Branch (Page 10) for info.  

South & West Branch AGM - 21st April, 2018  
See Glasgow & South West Branch (Page 3) for info. 

Small Blue Week 1-10 June 2018 
We held our first ‘Small Blue Week’ last year to promote the plight of this tiny butterfly and all of the work  
going on around the country to safeguard its last colonies. It is organized in conjunction with the Tayside  
Biodiversity Partnership and will take place again this year, with a launch in Carnoustie by Woodlands 
School. More details will be available nearer the event. 

Allt Mhuic Reserve Open Day - Sunday, 3rd June 
See Highland Branch Events (Page 29) for details 

Gardening Scotland  - 1st to 3rd June, 2018 
We are delighted to be having a stand again this year in The Living Garden area at  
Gardening Scotland which runs from 1st to 3rd June at The Royal Highland Centre,  
Edinburgh – for more info go to www.gardeningscotland.com 

Butterfly talk & walk - 22nd/23rd June 
Dr Jim Asher will be giving a butterfly talk and walk at Gatehouse of Fleet as part of our 50th Anniversary  
celebrations.  More information will be available on our webpage Events nearer the time.  

Moth Night 2018 
Moth Night 2018 will be held between 14th - 16th June.  The theme is Pyralid Moths and it will be both a day 
and night event. For more information go to www.mothnight.info/ 

 
 
 

 

 

This year’s Big Butterfly Count runs from Friday 20th July to Sunday, 12th August.   
See www.bigbutterflycount.org for more info. 

Scottish Members’ Day - Saturday, 6th October 2018 
We will be holding our annual Scottish Members’ Day at Battleby Conference Centre by Perth on Saturday, 
6th October where we plan to celebrate Butterfly Conservation’s 50th Anniversary!  More info will follow in 
due course. 

BC Branch Events in Scotland 
As this is the Spring issue and start of the recording season, we have listed at the end of this newsletter all 

the Butterfly Conservation Scotland Branch and related events that have been planned to date for 2018. 

As more events are added all the time, don’t forget to check out our website at www.butterfly-

conservation.org/scotland as well as your local Branch website for up-to-date lists of fieldtrips, events etc: 

Highlands & Islands - www.highland-butterflies.org.uk 
South West Scotland - www.butterfly-conservation.org/244/events.html?uf_Class=SouthWestScotland   
East Scotland - www.eastscotland-butterflies.org.uk                                    
 
 

http://www.gardeningscotland.com
http://www.highland-butterflies.org.uk
http://www.eastscotland-butterflies.org.uk
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Branch News 

South-west Branch  
Invitation to the SW Branch AGM, to be held on Saturday 

 21
st

 April 2018 commencing at 2pm at  
Chatelherault Country Park Lecture theatre 
Carlisle Road, Ferniegair, Hamilton, ML3 7UE 

Programme 
 
2.00 pm:  Welcome: Paul Mapplebeck, Chair of SW Scotland Committee 

2.05 pm: Jeanne Robinson, Insect Populations of the Cadzow Oaks   

2.35 pm:  Branch AGM and Treasurer's report  

3.00 pm:  Refreshment break –Tea, Coffee and Cakes View of previous   
                Night’s moth catches! 

3.30 pm: Paul Mapplebeck, Branch Chair Surveying for Pearl-bordered Fritillary in the 
               Trossachs National Park 

4.00pm:  Summing up and Branch Q&A time:  Paul Mapplebeck 

4.15 pm:  Close. 

11.00 am: OPTIONAL ‘BUTTERFLY’ WALK TO THE CADZOW OAKS (weather permitting, meeting at the   
                 visitor centre). 

                               Free entry – non-members very welcome 

Please let us know if you are coming by e-mailing Branch Secretary: Valerie at 
cvalerie6@aol.com or write to: Valarie Charlton at 13 Glenbank Court, Rouken Glen, G46 7EG. 

 
Getting to the Chatelherault Country Park, Hamilton 

http://www.visitlanarkshire.com/things-to-do/country-parks/chatelherault-country-park/ 

 
How to get there: 

 
By car: On the M74, take junction 6 towards 
Hamilton. Chatelherault is well signposted 
from the roundabouts leading into Hamilton. 
There is free parking. 

By bus: There are bus stops on either side of 
Carlisle Road in Ferniegair, which drop you off 
just outside the entrance to Chatelherault. The 
bus to/from here takes a mere 5 minutes to/
from Hamilton. Buses run frequently from the 
centre of Glasgow to Hamilton. 

By train: Chatelherault train station is situated 
near to the entrance of the park. This provides 
2 trains from Glasgow (via Hamilton) per hour. 

There is free parking at the Country Park and 
disabled facilities.  Let us know if you can  
offer a lift to other attendees. 
 

Ordnance Survey Ref: NS736 539 

N.B. Please advise Branch Secretary in writing of any proposals for Committee members at least 7 days prior to meeting. 

mailto:cvalerie6@aol.com
http://www.visitlanarkshire.com/things-to-do/country-parks/chatelherault-country-park/
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Branch News 
VOLUNTEER OPPORTUNITIES FOR CONSERVATION WORK IN S.W. SCOTLAND 

OUR BUTTERFLIES NEED YOUR HELP URGENTLY! 

I often hear people say, “what can I do to help the environment, I’m only one person?” Well, the answer to 
that question is, quite a lot actually! There are more than 40 million adults in the UK. If each one gave three 
hours work just once a year, that would equate to 120 million hours and at the minimum wage of about £7 per 
hour, that would be a staggering £840 million equivalent, spent helping to protect our environment. The 
Branch is organising three work parties and a butterfly survey in the Trossachs National Forest this year as 
part of our practical conservation work. Your help is really needed.  

The first of these is to Coulter, South Lanarkshire on the weekend of the 12th/13th May (2018). The area and 
hillside around Coulter Forest supports a strong colony of the increasingly rare and threatened Northern 
Brown Argus.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The aim of the work party is to bash bracken which is invading their breeding site, now that grazing has been 
significantly curtailed. 

Or fancy a trip to the coast, the North Ayrshire coast to be precise, 
where the re-introduction of the Small Blue butterfly is being hampered 
by a lack of its food plant, Kidney Vetch. Buying seed is a very  
expensive option, so the plan is to collect seed from a number of local 
sites on the Ayrshire coast around Stevenson and Irvine. These seeds 
would then be used to grow some plug plants or sown directly into the 
surrounding habitat of the Small Blue site at Gailes Marsh. This event 
will take place on a weekend in late August.  

 
 
 
 
If wreaking havoc and having a bonfire is more to your 
liking, then Rhododendron clearing will ‘fit the bill’.  
One, hopefully two work parties will be arranged at 
Dun Dubh Wood on Loch Ard, near Aberfoyle in  
September and October, to clear invasive Sitka 
Spruce and Rhododendron from the wood. These 
plant species are threatening to overgrow the native 
Blaeberry undergrowth in the wood which is the food 
plant for the Beautiful Snout and Bilberry Pug. 
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Volunteer News 
 

The wood is one of only two recorded breeding sites for the Beautiful Snout in 
Scotland (the other being the Wood of Cree RSPB reserve in Dumfries &  
Galloway). The wood also supports a colony of the  rare BAP species, the  
Bilberry Pug.  
 
No previous experience is necessary, just a heap of enthusiasm! 

 

Finally, if you need an excuse to go for a walk, how about a good country walk in the Trossachs National  
Forest, around Loch Venacher and Loch Katrine to be accurate; can you image a more beautiful setting?  
A butterfly survey is being planned to look for Pearl-bordered  
Fritillary and other Lepidoptera in targeted grid squares of the  
National Forest. These areas have been selected by computer 
modelling for their potential habitat for Pearl-bordered Fritillary 
(PBF). 
 
The surveys will be carried out between the second week of May 
and the middle of June 2018, the flight period for PBF. Volunteers 
are sought during this time to search for the butterfly whilst  
recording other species of Lepidoptera. There is funding to cover 
travel costs. This work forms the basis of a Pearl-bordered  
Fritillary re-introduction assessment project. Butterfly identification 
training, etc, is being arranged for the end of April for volunteers. 

 
For more information about the Pearl-bordered Fritillary  
project see the following pages. 
 
If you are at all interested in helping with these vitally  
important conservation works and want more information, 
please, please call me on 01505 348024 or email me at 
mbeckpaul3@gmail.com. 

 

Paul Mapplebeck, Branch Chair 

 

 

 

Photo Credits: Many thanks to Tam Stewart for the photos of Northern Brown Argus at Coulter, Nick Cook for 
supplying photos of Dun Dubh Wood, Beautiful Snout and the hills overlooking Loch Katrine. The authors of 
the Small Blue and Pearl-bordered Fritillary pictures I cannot confirm. 

 

 

 

  ____________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

 

 

 

 

Branch News 

mailto:mbeckpaul3@gmail.com
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Branch News 
                

 TROSSACHS PEARL-BORDERED FRITILLARY RESTORATION PROJECT  

GREAT TROSSACHS FOREST NATIONAL NATURE RESERVE: APRIL – JUNE 2018  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

SURVEY VOLUNTEERS WANTED!  

This year, Butterfly Conservation is working with Forest Enterprise Scotland, the Woodland Trust and RSPB 
on an extensive survey of favourable Pearl-bordered Fritillary habitats within the Great Trossachs Forest  
National Nature Reserve as the first stage of a possible re-introduction programme. Nick Cooke of CLEAR 
Services is project managing the 2018 survey on behalf of the GTF partnership.  

Pearl-bordered Fritillary was last recorded in the Trossachs in 2011 at the Loch Katrine north shore  
woodlands, where for some years FES has used cattle grazing to create and maintain suitable habitat for this 
lovely butterfly. Sadly, annual monitoring visits since 2012 have failed to record it again, either there or  
elsewhere in the NNR; however, PBF colonies do move around as new suitable habitat becomes available 
and TGTF covers a huge area of some 16,000 hectares, so it is possible that the butterfly still exists in small 
colonies in less accessible area of native woodlands. If a re-introduction is to be attempted, we first need to 
establish the probability that it is now extinct in the Trossachs.  
 
Our survey visits this spring will concentrate on 32 x 1km OS squares falling within the TGTF boundary (see 
below) where Butterfly Conservation PBF ‘co-efficiency modelling’ data indicates the butterfly is most likely 
to be seen, based on habitat and other criteria. Volunteers are needed in April initially to help ‘ground 
truth’ the presence of suitable PBF habitat in each of these squares, and then carry out the main  
survey between early May and mid-June to record any sightings of the adult butterfly in the same  
locations. We may also visit some other sites in mid Perthshire relatively near the GTF area which 
hold known PBF colonies.  
 
On 28th April, we will be holding a training workshop at the Woodland Trust’s Glen Finglas centre near Brig O’ 
Turk covering PBF butterfly identification, verification of recorded sightings and favourable PBF habitat 
recognition and monitoring.  

Members of BC Glasgow & South West Scotland Branch will be eligible for travel expenses as survey 

volunteers.  

To take part or find out more information, please contact either:  

Nick Cooke: Nick@clearserv.co.uk or 07901 916884 or  

Paul Mapplebeck: mbeckpaul3@gmail.com or 07527 957835 
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Branch News 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  _____________________________________________________________________________________ 
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Branch News 

South-west Branch - Dumfries & Galloway Sub-group 

Mothing News for 2018 
Dumfries and Galloway is to have a change of Moth Recorder, with Alison Robertson stepping down. Alison 
has done a super job over the past few years, and as well as the usual identifying and recording aspects of 
the role, which are demanding enough, has engaged with the public to bring moths and mothing to a wider 
audience. 
 
Alastair Sommerville will be taking over for 2018 onwards. Alastair is already the County Moth Recorder for 
Midlothian and moved to Dumfries & Galloway last year. His contact details will be publicised in due course, 
and will appear on the website of  Butterfly Conservation Scotland’s S&W Branch. 
 
There are a few Mothing events planned for this year. The Forestry Commission is planning to have 4  
sessions at Clatteringshaws on 2nd April, 24th June, 22nd July and 26th August (contact Kat at  
katrina.henry@forestry.gsi.gov.uk for more information, especially if you want to take an active role in  
trapping and/or identifying). And there is a SWSEIC Community event at Kirkgunzeon (provisionally for  
1st/2nd June).  
 

Moth Highlights of 2017 
Yes, there were some, despite moths seeming to be largely ‘trap shy’. Three 
Dumfries & Galloway records in 2017 managed to excite local moth-ers,  
including a historical record from a received moth collection. The following  
information was kindly provided by Alison Robertson, our outgoing D&G Moth 
Recorder:-  

Beautiful Snout 
First talking point of the year was a record of two Beautiful Snouts which came 
to a light trap at Lockerbie Wildlife Trust’s, Eskrigg Nature Reserve on 17th 
June.  The only other records from our region are from Wood of Cree in June 
2015, June 2016 and June 2017, so a VC72 first.  

Clay Triple-lines 
Before 2017 there had only been two records of Clay Triple-lines in D&G, from 
Mabie Forest in 2011 andWood of Cree in 2016.  However, this year five were 
reported.  Two separate records came from near Blackcraig Wood SWT  
Reserve, one from Milton (between Castle Douglas and Dumfries), and a 
fourth from Wigtown. And Richard Mearns disturbed one from under a leaf at 
White Loch, Colvend, south of Dalbeattie.  All locations are in VC73. 

Four-spotted Footman 
In September, Richard Mearns was given the moth collection of the late Arthur Ewing.  This contained two 
Four-spotted Footmen, and with the advantage of having the ‘moth-in-the-hand’  there was no question about 
the identification. The records were from 2004 (no more precise date) at Dildawn, Bridge of Dee (VC73) and 
Forest Moor, Kirkinner, (VC74).  So this is a confirmation of previous reports of Four-spotted Footman in 
Scotland. 
 
FIELD TRIPS 
We again plan to hold a series of Butterfly Field Trips during the year (no dates decided yet); if anyone has 
ideas or suggestions for visits to new sites we will be very pleased to hear from you (as long as you can  
organise some suitable weather as well!). 

Richard Eagles 
dandgbutterflies@gmail.com 

 

_________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

Beautiful Snout © Alison Roberson                                                                       

Clay Triple-lines © Richard Mearns 

mailto:katrina.henry@forestry.gsi.gov.uk
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Branch News 

Highland Branch 

Highland Branch 2018 AGM will be held on Saturday the 14th of April 2018 at Charleston Community  

Complex, Charleston Academy, General Booth Road, Inverness IV3 8ET. 

The AGM will start at 10.30am, but the room will be open from 10am for tea, coffee and a chat.  After the 
AGM business has concluded, we’ll have the talks listed below, followed by lunch and go through a moth trap 
set the night before. 

The main speaker will be Neil Ravenscroft who spoke at the very first meeting of Highland Branch 25 years 

ago.  His talk is titled Untangling the web: the biology of the Marsh Fritillary in Scotland 

The Marsh Fritillary is locally common in western Scotland, in contrast to England and Wales where it has 
declined severely and is a species of great concern.   As with other butterflies in the UK, most studies of its 
biology have focused on areas in which it is rare. For the last six years, I have been studying it in the Inner 
Hebrides, where it is widespread and occasionally very abundant and where it occupies a wide range of  
habitat compared with the rest of the UK.   This talk will describe its life cycle and key aspects of its biology 
that enable it to persist and thrive in Scotland. 

Liz Ferrell, Scottish Officer for the Bat Conservation Trust will give a talk titled The Evolutionary Arms 

Race: A bat and moth tale 

This will be an overview of the incredible evolutionary adaptations bats and moths have developed in their 
battle for survival. Liz’s talk will allow time at the end for discussion and more information on BCT as a  
charity. 

Tea and coffee will be provided, but please bring your own lunch. 

 ______________________________________________________________________________________ 

David Barbour - twenty-one years as Highland Butterfly Recorder 

David Barbour is standing down as Highland Butterfly Recorder 
after twenty-one years, 1997 to 2017, an impressive stretch of 
voluntary work.  

Even as a student at Aberdeen University, David was an  
enthusiast for butterflies and moths. After University he was 
bright enough to succeed in making a career out of this interest 
by working as an entomologist for the Forestry Commission. 
His research focussed on the cyclical populations of forest 
“pests” including Pine Beauty and Pine Looper moths. 

Eventually, David left FC to become more independent,  
although, as an excellent field worker, he continued to do  
contract work for them. Although much of his work focussed on 
moths as pests, his broad knowledge and experience also 
made him an obvious person to involve in moth conservation 
work. For example, he carried out research on Kentish Glory 
moth at Dinnet and from 1990 monitored the relatively remote 
colony of New Forest Burnet moths on the Scottish west coast. 
His “mountain goat” abilities made him particularly suitable to work on the steep slopes and cliffs at the  
colony! When he stopped monitoring the New Forest Burnets, a neighbour said “I miss his professional and 
good-natured presence and I’m sure the rock and shore does too”. More recently he has been involved in 
determining the extent of the recently discovered population of Pine-tree Lappet moth in the Highlands. 

David developed an increasing interest in butterfly distributions, especially Pearl-bordered Fritillary, and he 
was an obvious candidate to take over as Highland Butterfly Recorder in 1997. Although moving to live in 
Perth and stepping down as Recorder, David will continue to be involved with butterflies and moths in the 
Highlands. A presentation was made to David at the Recorder’s Gathering in Battleby on March 17th 2018. 
He received a bottle of his favourite Aberlour whisky and a framed photograph of Green Hairstreak, his  
favourite butterfly. Well deserved! 

Pete Moore 
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Branch News 

East Branch 

This year, East Branch are holding their AGM at the Royal Botanic Gardens in Edinburgh on April 21st. An 
interesting programme of talks has been lined up, followed by a bee ID and Holly Blue walk around the  
gardens. This event is free but booking is essential, please email apithanny@hotmail.co.uk if you would 
like to attend. We look forward to seeing you there! 
 

East Branch AGM 2018 
This year our AGM will take place on the 21

st
 April in the Royal Botanic Gardens in 

Edinburgh (Patrick Geddes room.) We have some interesting talks lined up,  
followed by a bee ID walk around the gardens. Please find the event itinerary and  
details of how to get there below. Tea and coffee will be provided; however, you will 
need to bring your own lunch or make use of the garden facilities. The East Branch 
committee looks forward to seeing you there! 
 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

10.30 am Guests arrive  – tea & biscuits 

10.45 am Welcome and AGM 

11.15 am 
Talk by Mark Shaw 

Introduction to parasitoids 

12.00 am 
Talk by Lucy Cooke 

Moths of the Royal Botanic Gardens 

12.15 pm Lunch break & “last night’s moths!” 

1.00 pm 
Talk by Iain Cowe 

Out of the dark and into the light 

1.30 pm 
Talk by Ashleigh Whiffin 

Carrion Beetles – more than moth trap invaders 

2.00 pm 
Talk by Anthony McCluskey 

Intro to Bee Identification 

2.15 pm Bee ID walk around gardens led by Anthony McCluskey 

mailto:apithanny@hotmail.co.uk
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Branch News 

Getting to the Gardens 

The RGBE website has some good information on how to get there: 

http://www.rbge.org.uk/the-gardens/edinburgh/how-to-reach-us 

The entrance to the Patrick Geddes room is via the west gate and the address is Arboretum Place, 
EH3 5NZ. 

 

http://www.rbge.org.uk/the-gardens/edinburgh/how-to-reach-us
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Project Updates 

Urban Butterfly Project  
The Urban Butterfly Project has been busy through the winter, with a number of habitat creation and  
maintenance workshops. A number of these have been targeted at the removal of invasive gorse shrubs at 
key sites where rare species such as Grayling and Northern Brown Argus live. 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

In 2018 there will be more butterfly identification training workshops. The dates and venues for most are still 
to be confirmed, but it’s likely that there will be events in Glasgow, Perth, Dundee, Edinburgh and  
Hamilton. 
  
One date that has been confirmed is Friday 11th May at Pittencrieff Park, Dunfermline.  
 
If you’re interested in attending this event or registering your interest for the other locations, please email  
Anthony on amccluskey@butterfly-conservation.org 
 
In 2017, volunteers with the Urban Butterfly Project recorded almost 2000 butterflies throughout Scotland – 
up from 700 the previous year! Red Admirals were the most-recorded species, and it looks like they had a 
bumper year, especially in late summer. Holly Blue, Grayling and even Small Pearl-bordered Fritillaries were 
also recorded from urban and suburban sites, showing how important our towns and cities can be for  
butterflies.  
 
Thanks to everyone who helped with recording or habitat work. I hope to see you this year again! 

Anthony McCluskey  amccluskey@butterfly-conservation.org 
Urban Butterflies Project Officer  
 
 

 

 

mailto:amccluskey@butterfly-conservation.org
mailto:amccluskey@butterfly-conservation.org
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Project Updates 

 Peatland News 
 

 

 

 

The Bog Squad spreads their wings! 

Our Bog Squad project has gone further than ever before this winter with a week-long volunteer action break 

to Islay! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Whilst the rest of the Scotland seemed to be engulfed in snow we were enjoying some lovely sunshine albeit 

accompanied by a rather bracing breeze. Our challenge for the week was to remove invasive spruce and 

rhododendron scrub that was encroaching onto the moss and drying it out.  
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Project Updates 
The bog itself is home to a colony of Large Heath and Marsh Fritillary can also be found round the edges.  By 
the end of the week we had ensured that a massive 54 hectares of the bog was now scrub free! A  
magnificent effort by the Bog Squad team.  

We spent our spare time sampling the delights that the island has to offer and I don't just mean the whisky! 
(Although a few wee drams were enjoyed during the trip.....) Gaggles of geese were seemingly in every field, 
waders called evocatively from the shoreline and the ferry trip yielded bottlenose dolphins and Black-throated 
Divers.  

 

    

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
There was even a Snow Bunting! Ironically found in just about the only place in Scotland with no snow. 
Though despite our spending of vast amounts of time on a bog, Hen Harriers somehow proved elusive. 
   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Moths were hard to come by too in the cold temperatures. Our moth trap was empty on the only night we ran 
it, a balmy 2 degrees Celsius not enough to tempt the moths out of their slumber. A lovely Northern Eggar 
caterpillar was found out on the moss though. It was however sunny enough to tempt out Marsh Fritillary  
caterpillars from their winter hiding places and quite of few of their larval webs were spotted one day.  
Caterpillars of the Marsh Fritillary live communally in a web on the ground and can be easy to spot during the 
late summer and then again in early spring when they re-emerge.  
 
Thanks to our wonderful volunteers for all their efforts and to the staff of the CANN project for hosting us! 

If you would like to help us restore bogs for butterflies please get in touch using the details below.  Details of 
the last Spring work party can also be found below. 

Spring volunteer work parties 

Sat 31st March – Black Moss, Armadale in West Lothian - Ditch-damming  
 
Please get in touch with David Hill if you’re interested in helping out at any of the work parties. More will be 
announced in due course. dhill@butterfly-conservation.org 

 

mailto:dhill@butterfly-conservation.org
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Project Updates 

For more information about Butterfly Conservation Scotland’s peatland restoration activities 

please visit: 

Our blog: www.bogsquad.weebly.com  
Our website: www.butterfly-conservation.org/bogsquad  
Or contact David Hill at: dhill@butterfly-conservation.org 

The Bog Squad project is supported by Peatland ACTION            

 

Lanarkshire’s Large Heaths and Mosses 
It has been a busy winter in South Lanarkshire with our landscape-scale Lanarkshire’s Large 
Heaths and Mosses project. The project aims to restore, rewet and reconnect a series of lowland 
raised bogs in the area between Carnwath and Forth.  

At Blacklaw Moss Wood a significant area of potential new habitat has been created for Large 
Heath. The site used to be home to a Sitka spruce plantation which was felled several years ago 
leaving a near-wasteland of tree brash and stumps with little remnant bog vegetation on a dry, 
cracked surface. This has now been transformed by the creation of cell-bunds within the peat which 
have been installed by contractors with excavators.  

 

   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Before and after!  

The bunds are compressed wall of peat which hold back water that was previously being lost 
through drains and furrows. In time the vegetation should heal over and with a good quality bog on 
the other side of the fence, which holds a decent Large Heath colony, it is hoped that the butterfly 
will make the jump across in years to come. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

                                                                                                     Contractor at work 

http://www.bogsquad.weebly.com
http://www.butterfly-conservation.org/bogsquad
mailto:dhill@butterfly-conservation.org
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Project Updates 
Just up the road at Braehead Moss we have been clearing pine scrub during volunteer work parties over the 
winter. And we have also worked with the local community to raise funds for and install a brand new  
boardwalk across the moss.  The new boardwalk will provide better access for the local community giving 
them a chance to enjoy and connect with the moss which lies right on the doorstep of many residents. The 
local primary school is also situated on the edge of the moss and the boardwalk will enable expanded  
outdoor learning activities. We celebrated with an official launch party which despite the snow was well  
attended with Aileen Campbell MSP, the Large Heath Species Champion cutting the ribbon.     
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Aileen Campbell MSP launching the new boardwalk 

Butterfly Conservation have also been carrying out peatland wildlife education sessions with the local school 
in Braehead village with pupils learning about the different types of specialist animals and plants that will be 
visible from the new boardwalk. The pupils made some beautiful drawings inspired by peatlands which were 
used to decorate the village hall on the official opening day of the boardwalk. Thanks to the project current 
and future generations can enjoy this special moss and its butterflies.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The Lanarkshire’s Large Heaths and Mosses project has been supported by Peatland ACTION, EcoCoLIFE 
+ and WREN's FCC Scottish Action Fund (through the Scottish Landfill Communities Fund). 
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Project Updates 

Peatlands for People  
The last few months have been busy for the Peatlands for People Project, including more craft sessions in 
libraries around Stirlingshire and presenting a talk on our Wester Moss reserve as part of the Flow Country 
Lecture series at the Stirling Smith Museum. 

A lot of my time over the last few months has been spent planning outreach activities for Bog Squad’s trip to 
Islay at the end of February. We had some wonderful sunny weather (despite the cold and wind) and I had a 
busy week travelling around the island engaging with lots of different groups. I gave a talk on Peatland  
ecology to the S1 and S2 pupils at Bowmore High school which relates to their science curriculum on  
biological principles such as ecosystems, habitats, food chains and biotic/abiotic factors. I also gave a talk to 
the Islay Natural History Trust in Port Charlotte on Peatland Restoration. 
 
I ran some workshops on the Emperor moth with 3 classes at Bowmore Primary school. One of them was a 
Gaelic class and I learnt the words for peat, moth and butterfly – mòine, leòmann and dealan-dé. 

I also had some evening sessions with the Rainbows and Brownies Guides in Port Ellen. The Rainbows 
loved meeting the new Peatlands for People mascot (a giant, rainbow coloured, fluffy caterpillar) and making 
some butterfly crowns and finger puppets. 

The Brownie Guides are starting to work towards their Wildlife Badge and so I ran a zine-making workshop 
on a “Peatland Wildlife” theme. A zine is a kind of mini magazine which is self-published and non-
commercial. They are made by many writers, artists and creators on a range of themes, interests or  
passions. They are a great way of getting information out there, can be tailored to any subject and can be 
easily reproduced with just a photo copier. As they involve cutting up paper, gluing, drawing and colouring I 
thought they’d make a fantastic craft for young people too! I designed and drew out a zine on A3 paper 
where each page had a question or activity to fill out, which the girls had to look in books and leaflets to find 
the answers, and it also opened out into an “outdoor activity page” at the back. 
   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
(Zine Workshop – Port Ellen Brownie Guides) 

During the session the girls folded their zines into booklets and got to fill them in and decorate them with a 
range of craft materials. They looked really fantastic and colourful by the end. It was a great way for them to 
learn about peatlands and research the information themselves whilst also being creative. I’ll be hoping to 
run more zine workshops in the future!  

To find out about engagement/outreach please feel free to contact me on:  
rcrawford@butterfly-conservation.org   

 

 

 

 
 

 

mailto:rcrawford@butterfly-conservation.org
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 Micro Moths – A Natural Talent Project 
A Springtime Micro 

With melting snows and longer days, the arrival of spring edges closer (with any luck for good this time!). We 
look forward to the sunshine and warmer temperatures, but the garden moth-er’s anticipation for their hobby 
is renewed. Soon with the opening of the traps, we’ll be greeted by Common Quakers and if we’re lucky  
perhaps a shoulder stripe moth or two! 
 
As ever, I’m flying the flags for micro moths. I would encourage all excited with the re-emergence of their 
moth traps, to look a little closer at their catches in the coming weeks. You might be rewarded with a minute 
jewel or two! 

A stunning micro, Dyseriocrania subpurpurella, rests in our egg boxes from April – May. Wings coated in 
golden scales that glint in the early morning sunshine, it is indeed a beautiful moth. Its distinctive long shaggy 
mane around its head extends to the base of its wing; it brings a scruffy look to an otherwise immaculate  
appearance. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Dyseriocrania subpurpurella – Photo Credit, Mark Skevington 

As an oak feeder it is commonly found throughout Scotland and is worth keeping an eye out for. For those 
really keen, it also makes a very distinctive leaf mine in the springtime! 

Note that this species belongs to the family Eriocrania of which there is a handful of species which are easy 
to confuse with D. subpurpurella. However, D. subpurpurella is the only species to have flecks of iridescent 
purple! Whereas the others, have a blend of deep purples and golden scales often in beautiful mottled  
patterns.  
 
Keep an eye out in the following weeks for these little stunners. I wish to all moth-ers out there, that the warm 
weather returns quickly and your traps be full of moths! 

Ross McIlwrath 
TCV Natural Talent Trainee – Peatlands and Micro Moths 
 

A TCV Natural Talent Project, funded by Esmee Fairbairn Foundation 
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Micro Moths – A Natural Talent Project 

Hello! I’m Kate the new Trainee based at Butterfly Conservation  
Scotland as part of The Conservation Volunteer’s (TCV) Natural Talent 
programme, which aims to increase expertise of lesser known species 
and their habitats in the UK. During my 12 month placement I’m going to 
be studying micro-moths found on peatland habitats. These are a  
particularly under-recorded group of species, mostly because they are 
so small and many can be tricky to ID in the field. My aim will be to learn 
as much as I can about these fascinating tiny creatures, and hopefully 
help to convince a few other people that they are worth the effort too!  
 
The main focus of my placement will be looking at micro-moth species 
found on peatlands, which are extremely important habitats that we have 
only recently begun to fully understand and appreciate. Peat bogs are 
formed over hundreds of years on waterlogged sites, where the lack of 
oxygen in the soils means that any dead vegetation doesn’t fully  
decompose, instead creating compacted layers of peat. The main peat 
building plant species are the beautiful sphagnum mosses and peat is 
formed very slowly – at an average rate of approximately 1mm per year. 
As well as being home to a wide range of wildlife species, peat bogs  
also store a huge amount of carbon. It’s critical that we protect our bogs as degraded peatlands release CO2 
and other gasses which contribute to climate change. They also play a vital role in the storage of rainwater, 
by holding onto water and slowing its movement through the landscape these sites help to reduce the risk of 
flooding. 

Moths can be important indicator species within their habitats, providing ways of measuring the health of our 
wild places. As micro-moths tend to be under-recorded and the life cycle of some species is not well  
understood, learning more about these species and how they interact with their environment will help to  
provide vital information to support conservation in the UK.  
 
I started my placement in mid-January which isn’t a particularly great time of year for seeing adult micro-
moths but in my second week, while out at Braehead Moss I got my first sighting - the lovely little Acleris  
hyemana. This species is fairly common on bogs and is visible early in the year as some overwinter as 
adults, ready to lay eggs come spring. While there may be only a few moths to be spotted on the wing in the 
colder months, I’ve been spending some time looking for feeding signs of larva.  
 
Something I have been lucky enough to find are the larval cases of some of the Coleophora moths. The tiny 
caterpillars of these species make a mobile home for themselves so they have a protective ‘shell’ to live in 
and feed from. These cases are only a few millimetres long, such as the ones we found on Wester Moss  
belonging to Coleophora pyrrhulipennella which feeds on heather and creates a sleek black case from  
hardened silk. Or the creamy case of the Coleophora caespitiella collected near Granton in Midlothian which 
feeds on rushes (Juncus sp). Last week a group of us made the ferry trip over to Islay to spend a week on a 
site called Duich Moss removing spruce and rhododendron from the blanket bog. While there I spotted a few 
more Coleophora cases on the seed heads of a clump of rushes. There are a couple of different species 
which live within cases that look very similar to ones found on Islay so a bit of further investigation is needed 
to confirm which one I have! 
 
I’ve got lots to look forward to over the coming months and I’m really looking forward to all the new  
experiences this year is set to bring! If you’d like to follow what I’m up to you can catch me on Twitter: 
@catofthewoods 
 
Thanks go to TCV and Esmee Fairburn Foundation for this fantastic  
opportunity and thanks to Butterfly Conservation Scotland for  
having me! 

Kate Smith (TCV Natural Talent Trainee) 
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Northern Brown Argus, Kincraig, Fife - an update 
This year proved to be the most challenging and  
disappointing since the transect started in 2013. 
 
The flight period was beset by poor weather - a dry 
spring suppressed vegetative growth, heavy rain at the 
beginning and end of June held back emergence and a 
cloudy, breezy July reduced flight opportunities. 

After 6 visits in June and 3 in the first week of July finally 
the first sighting was a single Northern Brown Argus  
being blown along the cliff path in Section 3 on the 8

th
. 

The same day 3 more were seen by other recorders, 1 in 
Section 6 and another 2 nearby. Photographs were sent 
to Duncan Davidson.  
 
A week later we saw a single worn specimen nectaring at the field edge at the end of Section 3. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
The following morning (18th July) was clear, still, sunny and warm, one was seen at the foot of the cliff in  
Section 1, 2 at the field edge in section 3, and one at the sheer cliff side of Section 4. 
 
Total butterfly numbers seen throughout the season were also well down on previous years, 110 compared 
to the previous average of 177. A Plant and Butterflies walk at Kincraig with the SWT on 1st July produced a 
single Common Blue, some Latticed Heath and (thankfully) an abundance of the wild flowers associated with 
calcareous grassland. 

This year I included a BeeWalk along 
the transect route, it was interesting 
that bees seen on this exposed,  
blustery site were a good 7 weeks later 
than in a sheltered hedgerow 200m 
inland.  
 

An excellent training day looking for 
(and finding) Northern Brown eggs in 
the Sidlaws in late July inspired several 
attempts in the abundant rock-rose at 
Kincraig, unfortunately without success
- but maybe next year! 

Hamish Johnston 
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Common Blue (Elie - Ruby Bay to Cardross) 
10 k square NT 59 (Photographs by Hamish Johnston) 
   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
                                                                                    

Of all the 10k squares in Fife and Clacks, NT59 is unique in that it is 99% sea, apart from a small grass and 
sand dune corner of the East Links west of Elie. 
 
In this small area (NT5099) the main feature is 
the Fife Coastal Path which runs for about 300 
metres  
between a fenced field with a suckler herd of 
cows and their calves and a narrow stretch of 
sand dunes. The Coastal Path is increasingly 
popular and is well-used, especially by dog  
walkers. 
 
As recently as 5 years ago, the Common Blue 
butterfly could usually be seen here between 
June and August. 
 
In 2009 and 2010 I had surveyed NT5099 and 
the adjacent NT4999 weekly in the summer, in 
order to increase the number of records of  
butterflies found there. I found typical grassland 
butterflies including Meadow Browns, Ringlets and a good colony of Common Blue, plus 6 Spot Burnet and 
Cinnabar moths. 
 
Sadly, since then winter storms caused significant coastal erosion to the fragile sand dunes. A major project 
(Elie to Ardross) was undertaken by Fife Coast and Countryside Trust, Scottish Natural Heritage, Elie Estate 
and Ardross Farm. This involved moving the fence line of the field inland and amending the route of the 
Coastal Path away from the fragile dune area, plus the creation of a boardwalk and steps to the beach to  
reduce erosion. 

 
Common Blue records for NT4999 and NT5099 since 2009 show a disappointing decline: 
2002: 2       2005: 4        2009: 17               2010: 29                2012: 6             2014: 4 

 
When we walked the Coastal path between Elie and Ardross in August 2016 we didn’t see a single Common 
Blue, although there were a fair few Green-veined Whites, a Small Copper and several Six-spot Burnet 
moths. As far as we could see, there appeared to be very few clumps of Birds-foot trefoil remaining. 
 
I had a chat with Duncan Davidson about this and we agreed that, if it were possible, we could try and  
reintroduce Birds-foot trefoil and other nectar plants (thyme and thrift) along the sides of the path in NT5099 
to see whether the Common Blue could be encouraged to return. 
 
I started by meeting with Gavin Johnson of Scottish Natural Heritage and Deirdre Robertson of Fife Coast 
and Countryside Trust and talking the proposals over on site, in November 2016. Through Gavin we then 
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gained the agreement of the landowner - Elie Estate Trust. As the site is an SSSI, we had to obtain formal 
approval from SNH - I completed an application form which was then signed off. 
 
We decided to start by planting bought-in plugs in April 2017, and to grow from seed ‘back up’ stock for  
planting out in August. We also received the offer of help in raising additional plugs from seed.  
 
I bought the plug plants from Cumbria Wildflowers (100 birds-foot trefoil, 50 thyme and 30 thrift), they were 
raised from Scottish seed and were delivered at the end of March. After nurturing them at home for a week or 
two, we made the first small planting foray on 4th April. As ‘watering in’ is an essential part of good planting 
we started with a ratio of 10 plugs to 1.5 litres of water, which seemed enough. Drought is a potential enemy 
of successful plant survival, so keeping a check on the weather forecast for rain after planting is a wise  
precaution. April (and May) 2017 of course then turned out to be very dry months with hardly any rain falling. 
 
The main planting out took place on Saturday 29th April - we followed the fence line for the Birds-foot trefoil in 
groups of 3 every 10 metres or so, and the dunes for the thyme and thrift. The kind volunteers in the cold and 
windy weather were Gavin and Emily, Duncan Davidson, Deirdre and Christine. The site is a 5 minute walk 
from the car park, but we each managed to carry enough bottles of water for the essential watering in after 
planting. 
 
I had also had some signs made by West Port Print and Design of St Andrews and we put them up at each 
end of the Path. 
 
Little rain fell until the 20th May so the plants were watered weekly till then. Despite the dry conditions the  
majority of the plants I could find survived the first month, with an approx. 10% failure rate. 
 
I had also bought seeds from Scotia Seeds at the beginning of the year - Gavin arranged for half of them to 
be planted up (many thanks to Johanna from Fife Nature) and I managed to do the same with the rest. 
 
I surveyed NT5099 a couple of times in July 2017: 
                                                              6th July                  24th July 
Small Tortoiseshell                                                                 2 
Ringlet                                                        1                          1 
Meadow Brown                                          2                           7 
Six-spot Burnet                                                                       5 
Green-veined White                                                                4 
Yellow Shell                                                                            1 
 
In the adjacent NT4999 (known locally as Shepherds Knowe) I recorded 
                                                              6th July                      24th July              
Common Blue                                             4                             1 
Ringlet                                                       25                             2 
Meadow Brown                                           1                            13 
Six-spot Burnet                                           2                              5 
Latticed Heath                                            4 
 
As there are still Common Blue in the adjacent square (NT4999) it is feasible to envisage the butterfly  
recolonising the planted area in future. Duncan also received a report that 5 Common Blue had been seen 
one day in 2017 between Elie and Ardross, which is very encouraging. 

Further visits during the summer showed that at least half the original plug plants had survived although 
some had succumbed to drought, or to slugs, been overwhelmed by mole hills, or over shadowed by other 
grasses. The tops of the ones closest to the fence line in one or two places had been ‘grazed off’, but other-
wise were in good health. 

Given the exposed nature of the site with its free draining sandy soil and constant foot (and paw) traffic a  
relatively high failure rate is not completely unexpected. 

We raised 50 birds-foot trefoil plants from seed at home and planted them in August in groups of 4, on both 
sides of the path. 
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Gavin, Deirdre and I carried out a further planting 
session in early September with the 350 birdsfoot 
trefoil plugs grown on by Johanna. We  
concentrated on the old path route, at the top of 
the dunes. 

Future monitoring during the flight period will be 
carried out to assess success or otherwise of the 
butterfly population and the survival of the plants. 
If the first years’ efforts are not sufficient then we’ll 
just do more growing on and planting. 

Although by July the plants had mainly merged 
into the surrounding vegetation and were quite 
hard to find, I did manage to take a photograph of 
a Six-spot Burnet moth nectaring on one of ‘our’ 
clumps of birds-foot trefoil. 

Hamish Johnston 

      _____________________________________________________________________________________________________                                

Kentish Glory Pheromone Trials 2017 Results and 2018 Plans 
 
Introduction 
Kentish Glory is a large, beautiful, iconic, 
spring moth that despite its name is  
confined in the UK to Scotland, where its 
distribution is centred on the Cairngorms 
and Forestry Commission Scotland’s 
Culbin Forest on the Moray coast.  It is a 
moth of open birch woodland, woodland 
edges, wayleaves, rides and tracksides, 
and plantation clearfell where birch up to 
2.5m grows in an open unshaded  
woodland structure.  The males fly by day 
seeking females and both sexes,  
particularly males can be attracted to moth 
traps at night.  However, it can be a  
difficult species to survey so in 2016 a 
pheromone lure was developed with  
Ashen Oleander a Ph.D student at  
Canterbury Christchurch University in 
Kent.  But trials that year proved negative.  These were repeated in 2017 using the same pheromone but  
deployed on different substrates; glass vials and plastic tubes rather than a rubber septum, and it worked!   
 
218 lure trials were undertaken in 2017 between 8th April and 21st May by twenty-four different recorders.  
The map below shows the location of all trials including the 58 (26.6%) successful trials alongside the  
distribution of Kentish Glory.  This includes the discovery of a number of new sites as well as the refinding of 
Kentish Glory at former sites, including its rediscovery in Perthshire, the first record since 2000.   
 
A full survey report of the 2017 results is available on Butterfly Conservation’s Highland Branch website. 
 
Further trials are planned in 2018 to optimise aspects of the lure including its composition, concentration and/
or substrate through comparative trials including the possibility of direct comparison with reared female 
moths to assemble males and study their response.  In addition the lures can be used to locate new sites for 
the moth and confirm its presence at former sites.  These trials will be overseen by Gabby Flinn 
(Gabrielle.Flinn@rspb.org.uk) the Rare Invertebrates in the Cairngorms Officer both within and outside the 

mailto:Gabrielle.Flinn@rspb.org.uk
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national park as Kentish Glory is one of six scarce and threatened invertebrates that the project is focussing 
upon.   
 
To help target recorders to potential areas an interactive map has been developed that displays unrecorded 
1km squares with suitable habitat adjacent to occupied 1km sites.  This map can be accessed via the  
following link.   

http://rspb.maps.arcgis.com/apps/webappviewer/index.html?id=61cb8ba657e84157afdb7804205d1fbb 
Simply following the instructions on the left of the screen and select the 1km squares you wish to survey. 
 
We are hoping that fresh lures will be available from the second week in April, although those supplied in 
2017 should still be effective if they have been kept in the freezer. 
 
If you want to get involved in 2018 and/or want more information then please either contact Gabby or Tom 
(Email tprescott@butterfly-conservation.org Tel: 01540 661469).   
 
Here’s to further success in 2018. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  _____________________________________________________________________________________ 

http://rspb.maps.arcgis.com/apps/webappviewer/index.html?id=61cb8ba657e84157afdb7804205d1fbb
mailto:tprescott@butterfly-conservation.org
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WHITE-LETTERS REVEALED! 
2017 was a funny old year. At its end, the general synopsis was that it had been a real stinker for our  
Butterflies and Moths. However, there were a few very outstanding exceptions, none better, than the finding 
of a single White-letter Hairstreak on the Scottish side of the border at Paxton in Berwickshire back in  
August. After the dust had settled, questions remained, especially concerning the status of the White-letter 
Hairstreak within Scotland. Was this just a fluke sighting? Or was this the very tip of a Butterfly iceberg. 
 

Winter searches for White-letter Hairstreak eggs on Elm have been well documented this past decade, and 
this method has been very successful at detecting elusive colonies of the species. Anyone can begin  
searching for eggs, preferably after the leaves have dropped from the tree…just makes it easier. The White-
letter Hairstreak lays its eggs on the tips of the branches, between the new and old growth scars, sometimes 
on the buds themselves. The eggs are tiny, and green at first, soon turning a  greyish colour with a white 
crusty edge, and are really quite distinctive, yet incredibly hard to see…so…magnification is generally  
required. 
 
During the winter, hopes were not incredibly high that any evidence could be found. I had several searches 
as did a few others to no avail. On the 6th of February, this year, a Tuesday night, I received a breathless and 
excitable phone call from a Jill Mills, and that phone call pretty much completely altered our perception about 
the status of the species within Scotland. 

Jill Mills and Ken Haydock are no ordinary Butterfly hunters, that 
much was clear when Barry Prater and I met them on the next morn-
ing, Wednesday the 7th at Lennel near Coldstream. Both Jill and Ken 
had been looking for evidence of White-letter Hairstreak for a near 
decade in the north west of England, hoping that one day they could 
prove that it had launched itself over the border into Dumfries and 
Galloway at some point. That was until my sighting of that adult in Au-
gust of 2017 in the east. Both Jill and Ken are no small part of a much 
larger White-letter Hairstreak project started back in 2006 by Liz 
Goodyear and Andrew Middleton to monitor the status of the Butterfly 
across England and Wales, as well as looking at the possibility that it 
could push north into Scotland due to an ever changing and warming 
climate. It was Andrew that suggested to Jill and Ken that they might 
like to take a look in the eastern Scottish Borders about the Tweed for 
egg evidence. 
 

On that morning of the 7th February, 
Jill and Ken showed Barry and I no 
less than 3 White-letter Hairstreak 
eggs down on the Tweed banks, on 
low overhanging branches. One of 
the three eggs was a hatched egg, possibly from 2016…so even better! 
This was quite amazing to see, and a lot to take in. Jill and Ken also 
showed us a further egg find on the English side just across the Tweed 
Bridge at Cornhill. This egg was found on a busy roadside with a few  
scrappy Elms overhanging the path…and to be honest, my first thoughts 
were just how absolutely random this looked. That Cornhill egg, more than 
the three on the Scottish side, convinced me, that we were witnessing 
something very special indeed. 
 
The next week was full on press coverage for this White-letter Hairstreak 
find, and Ken Haydock and Jill Mills have since become household names. 
Most folks may well have rested on their laurels after that, but not this pair, 
not by any means. Spurred on, I think, by talk that we may have to provide 
more evidence of the Butterfly being present in Scotland before we can  
officially declare a new species, they revisited us here in the Scottish  

            Ken and Jill at Lennel 

     White-letter Hairstreak egg at Lennel 
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Borders on the 18th February, this time finding 5 eggs on the Teviot at Kelso, and the next day another 5 
eggs at Kalemouth on the Teviot, and finally another magnificent find at Harestanes, Ancrum, a further 2 
eggs on the 20th.  

The White-letter Hairstreak is an arboreal Butterfly, and spends a great deal of its life in or about its food 
plant, the Elm. The adults can stick to the canopy of the tree, and never very often find a need to descend to 
the ground to nectar, as they can utilise aphid honey dew on the leaves of several tree species, like Ash, Oak 
and Lime as well as Elm and that’s why they can be so elusive. If you are ever looking to catch them at 
ground level nectaring, try Bramble flowers, Ragwort and Thistle on the edge of a woodland containing Elm. 
The flight period is likely to be through July up here, probably latter half being peak with Butterflies still active 
into August.  

Over the next few weeks the Elm will begin to flower, when it does, the eggs will hatch and the caterpillars 
will eat their way into the flower buds, and stay there until they are large enough to move onto the leaves. 
Now that we can be confident that it’s possible to find this Butterfly in our neck of the woods, I’m very sure 
that this will not be the end of the White-letter Hairstreak story, merely the beginning. 

Iain Cowe  

 _____________________________________________________________________________________ 

MSP Species Champions 
For more information about the Species Champions initiative, please follow this link: 

https://butterfly-conservation.org/4177/msp-species-champions.html 

  _______________________________________________________________________________________________ 

Common Blue Postcard Survey 
This year we’re trying to find out more about the distribution of Scotland’s only widespread blue butterfly, the 
Common Blue. It appears to have declined over the past four decades in the whole of the UK, and a recent 
run of poor summers in Scotland may have resulted in yet lower populations. We’re distributing thousands of 
postcards throughout the country to ask the public to send us their sightings of the Common Blue, and you 
can add your own sightings online here: www.butterfly-conservation.org/scottishcommonblue 

Please feel free to share this link with other organisations and social media during the flight period of the  
butterfly, which usually begins in late May in Scotland. 
 

https://butterfly-conservation.org/4177/msp-species-champions.html
http://www.butterfly-conservation.org/scottishcommonblue


27 

 Branch Events 

2018 Field trips and events – Highlands & Islands Branch 

These events are free, unless stated otherwise, and open to both BC members and non-members.  

Details of events in chronological order: 

GLEN ORRIN FIELD TRIP 

Organiser:    BC Highland Branch  

Target Species:  Pearl-bordered Fritillary  

Date    Sunday 20th May 2018 

Time:     10.30am 

Meeting place:  Car park at NH474514 (OS sheet 26 – Inverness & Loch Ness). From Marybank on the 
A832 take the minor road south for 1.5 miles to Aultgowrie. On the south side of the bridge turn west for 200 
yards to a small car park for visitors. 

Description:  We have been counting the Pearl-bordered Fritillaries here every year since they were found 
in 2009. Scrub clearance by BC volunteers at the site has taken place over the last four years enabling the 
food plant, violets, to flourish. 
There is a short uphill section on to the track after which it continues gently upwards. The estate have now 
cleared the track on the opposite side of the glen which means we can now do a circuit of about 5 miles. Last 
year there was a report of PBF further up the hill where the track crosses over. 
 

Approx duration:    4 hours depending on weather. 

What’s needed:  Lunch, boots and waterproofs. 

Any other information:  We have always called this area “tick hill”, so be warned. 

Leader name:    Margaret Currie 

Leader contact details:  Tel: 01349 877223     Mob: 07484 778684 

    email:  moths.vc106@btinternet.com 

POLMAILY BUTTERFLY WALK, NEAR DRUMNADROCHIT 

Organiser:  BC Highland & Islands Branch  

Target Species:  Pearl-bordered Fritillary and Dingy Skipper 

Date:  Saturday May 26 or Sunday May 27 

Time:  10.30  

Meeting place:  The end of the forest track into Polmaily, about 2 miles west of Drumnadrochit on the A831 
towards Cannich. Grid ref NH 484304 (OS sheet 26 – Inverness and Loch Ness) 

Description:  A visit to see the rewards of previous habitat management undertaken by members of  
Highland branch. 

Approx duration: Up to 4 hours 

What’s needed:  Bring a packed lunch 

Any other information:  Whether the trip will be run on the Saturday or the Sunday will be decided nearer 
the time, dependent on the weather forecast. Please phone Mark a few days beforehand for the final  
decision. 

Leader name:  Mark Wynn 

Leader contact details:  01463 222060   or   07944 708608   markwynn@highland-butterflies.org.uk 

 

mailto:markwynn@highland-butterflies.org.uk
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RECORDING AND MONITORING LOCHABER’S BUTTERFLIES 

Organiser:  Butterfly Conservation Scotland and Nevis Landscape Partnership 

Target Species:  Chequered Skipper and Pearl-bordered Fritillary 

Date:  Tuesday 29th May 

Time:  10am – c3pm 

Meeting place:  Voluntary Action Lochaber Offices at An Drochaid, Claggan Road, Fort William, PH33 6PH.  
Grid reference NN116742. 

Directions.  If you are travelling to Fort William from the north enter the town on the A82 and turn left onto 
Claggan Road (signposted to Claggan Industrial Estate, Achintee and Footpath to Ben Nevis).  Then turn 
right after about 400m onto Achintee Road and then right again after just 20m into the entrance to the car 
park to An Drochaid. 

If you are travelling to Fort William from the south turn right into Claggan Road which lies c150m to the north 
of the Ben Nevis Centre roundabout.  Then follow the directions above. 

Description:  The event will focus on different techniques for recording and monitoring butterflies including 
timed counts and transects.  It will also include an introduction to the butterflies of Lochaber covering all 22 
species recorded in the area but paying particular attention on the scarce Chequered Skipper and Pearl-
bordered Fritillary.  After an indoor presentation an afternoon field trip in Glen Nevis will look for spring  
butterflies and day-flying moths.  It is hoped that participants will be keen to record and help monitor  
butterflies in Glen Nevis and elsewhere in the local area over the rest of the summer. 

Approx duration:  2-3 hours indoors followed by a 2-3 hour field trip.  In the unlikely event of unsuitable  
butterfly weather the field trip may be postponed until the following afternoon.  

What’s needed:  Plenty of sunshine, packed lunch, stout walking shoes and a good sense of humour! 

Any other information:  Tea and coffee will be provided on arrival.  Butterfly books and charts will be  
available to buy as well as free butterfly and moth leaflets to take away. 

Booking: To avoid disappointment it is advisable to book as places are limited.  This can be done online at 
http://www.nevislandscape.co.uk/local/events/ or by contacting Tom (details below). 

Leader contact details:  Tom Prescott  Email: tprescott@butterfly-conservation.org Tel: 01540 661469.  
Mob: 07979 785665 

MOTH MORNING  

Organiser:  Butterfly Conservation Scotland and Nevis Landscape Partnership 

Target Species:  Moths! 

Date:  Wednesday 30th May 

Time:  10am till around noon.    

Meeting place:  Voluntary Action Lochaber Offices at An Drochaid, Claggan Road, Fort William, PH33 6PH.  
Grid reference NN116742. 

Directions.  If you are travelling to Fort William from the north enter the town on the A82 and turn left onto 
Claggan Road (signposted to Claggan Industrial Estate, Achintee and Footpath to Ben Nevis).  Then turn 
right after about 400m onto Achintee Road and then right again after just 20m into the entrance to the car 
park to An Drochaid. 

If you are travelling to Fort William from the south turn right into Claggan Road which lies c150m to the north 
of the Ben Nevis Centre roundabout.  Then follow the directions above. 

Description:  Come and find out more about the fascinating and wonderful world of moths.  We will be 
checking the contents of moth traps set locally the night before.  All moths caught will be released unharmed. 

Approx duration:  2-3 hours depending on how many moths are caught! 

http://www.nevislandscape.co.uk/local/events/
mailto:tprescott@butterfly-conservation.org
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What’s needed:  Cool, calm and muggy weather on the night before to ensure a good haul of moths.    

Any other information:  Tea and coffee will be provided on arrival.   

Booking:  To avoid disappointment it is advisable to book as places are limited.  This can be done online at 
http://www.nevislandscape.co.uk/local/events/ or by contacting Tom (details below). 

Leader contact details:  Tom Prescott.  E-mail: tprescott@butterfly-conservation.org Tel: 01540 661469.  
Mob: 07979 785665 

ALLT MHUIC OPEN DAY – A TRIPLE CELEBRATION: 50 YEARS OF BUTTERFLY CONSERVATION, 25 

YEARS OF HIGHLAND BRANCH AND 15 YEARS OF ALLT MHUIC RESERVE!! 

Organiser:  BC Highland Branch  

Target Species: Chequered Skipper, Pearl-bordered Fritillary and moths! 

Date:  Sunday June 3 

Time:  10.30am 

Meeting place:  Allt Mhuic reserve car-park on the north shore of Loch Arkaig, along a narrow single-track 
road six miles west of Clunes. Grid ref: NN 121912 (OS sheet 34 Fort Augustus) 

Description:  BC is 50 years old this year and reserve open days are taking place throughout the UK. Also, 
Highland Branch was launched EXACTLY 25 years ago this day in 1993. What better place to celebrate than 
Highland’s only butterfly reserve, managed by BC Scotland in conjunction with Forestry Commission  
Scotland and what more appropriate butterfly to look for today than Chequered Skipper, the emblem of  
Highland Branch? 
As if that wasn’t enough to celebrate, it just so happens that Allt Mhuic reserve itself was opened exactly 15 
years ago this weekend!  

The morning will start with a look through moth traps run the previous night, then we will go for a walk around 
the 2-mile trail in search of butterflies and day-flying moths. Back at the car park we will round off the day 
with a BBQ provided by Highland Branch. 

Approx duration: Until early evening if you stay for the BBQ. 

What’s needed:  Stout footwear, waterproofs (hopefully not needed) and midge repellent. 

Leader name:  Pete Moore 

Leader contact details:  Tel: 01479 872261. Mobile 07866 578079.  

E-mail: tonuptwitcher@gmail.com 

SMALL BLUE AT SLUGGAN BRIDGE 

Organiser:  BC Highland Branch  

Target Species: Small Blue 

Date:  June 17
th
 2018 

Time:  10.30am 

Meeting place:  Carrbridge car park grid ref NH907227, we will then go along Station Road to a small parking area 
near Sluggan Bridge in as few cars as possible, grid ref NH875213 OS sheet 36 

Description:  Last year some BC members found a colony of Small Blue butterflies which had not been recorded  
previously at this site.  We’ll look at the area they were found and see if we can discover how extensive the colony is.  If 
time/weather/enthusiasm permits, there are other areas of Kidney Vetch, the larval foodplant, nearby that could also be 
checked. 

Approx duration: 3-4 hours 

What’s needed:  Packed lunch, midge repellent, stout footwear 

Any other information:   

Leader name:  Audrey Turner 

Leader contact details:  email: unicorn64@btinternet.com Mobile: 07450 548862 

http://www.nevislandscape.co.uk/local/events/
mailto:tprescott@butterfly-conservation.org
mailto:tonuptwitcher@gmail.com
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30 

 Branch Events 
MOTHS AT THE MARSHES – NATIONAL INSECT WEEK 

Organiser:  BC Highland Branch  

Target Species: Moths and butterflies! 

Date:  Saturday 23 June 

Time:  10am 

Meeting place:  RSPB Insh Marshes car park. 2 miles out of Kingussie on the B970 (past Ruthven Barracks). 
NN775998 (OS map 35 – Kingussie) 

Description:  A look through moth traps run the previous night and then, if the weather is good, go for a butterfly walk. 

Approx duration: Up to 6 hours, depending on how many moths there are and if the weather is good enough for a  
butterfly walk! 

What’s needed:  Midge repellent and a packed lunch. Stout footwear if walking the trail which is uneven. 

Any other information:  This event is being run as part of National Insect Week – a celebration of bugs with events 
taking place throughout the UK. 

Leader name:  Pete Moore 

Leader contact details:  email: tonuptwitcher@gmail.com   phone 07866 578079 

MOTHS AND BUTTERFLIES OF ANAGACH WOODS 

Organiser:  BC Highland Branch and Anagach Woods Trust 

Target Species: Whatever we find! 

Date:  Sunday June 24 

Time:  10am 

Meeting place:  Anagach Woods car park at the end of Forest Road, Grantown on Spey (next to the curling pond). Grid 
ref: NJ 037276 (OS map 36: Grantown and Aviemore). 

Description:  We will look through moth traps run the night before and then, if the weather is fair, we will have a walk 
nearby to look for butterflies. 

Approx duration: 10am until 1pm 

What’s needed:  Your own refreshments. 

Any other information:  Event run as part of National Insect Week . 

Leader name:  Hilary Swift  

Leader contact details:  email: hilaryandpete@gmail.com  Phone: 01479 872261 

STRUIE HILL (373M/1230FT) BUTTERFLY WALK 

Organiser:      BC Highland Branch  

Target Species:  Whatever turns up! 

Date:      Sunday 1
st
 July 2018 

Time:   10.30am 

Meeting place:  Small car park at NH650849 on the west side of the B9176 (Struie) road. The track up Struie Hill is 

close by. Not the viewpoint car park at NH652858. 

Description:  There are very few records of both butterflies and moths for this lovely little hill, hopefully on this July  
outing we can add many more. The path starts from where we can park and is approx. 500ft of easy ascent with a short 
steep section just below the top. From there we can follow a good path along the ridge as far as time permits. The walk 
up the hill will be very slow with lots of stops as befits our aged state (that’s Andy and myself!). 

Approx. duration:   Approx. 4 hours depending on weather. 

What’s needed:     Lunch, waterproofs, suitable footwear. 

Leader name:    Margaret Currie 

Leader contact details:   Tel: 01349 877223  Mob: 07484 778684  email: moths.vc106@btinternet.com 

 

mailto:tonuptwitcher@gmail.com
mailto:hilaryandpete@gmail.com
mailto:moths.vc106@btinternet.com
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LANDMARK ADVENTURE PARK MOTHS 

Organiser:  BC Highland Branch in conjunction with Landmark Adventure Park 

Target Species: Moths! 

Date:  Sunday July 15th 

Time:  10.30am 

Meeting place:  Landmark Forest Adventure Park, Carrbridge. Grid ref: NH 908223 (OS sheet 36: Grantown &  
Aviemore). On the southern edge of Carrbridge on the B9153 to Aviemore. 

Description:  Moth traps will be run within the Adventure Park, near to the Butterfly House, the night before. Why not 
combine a look at what’s been caught in the traps with a visit to the stunning Butterfly House? 

Approx duration: 2½ hours 

Any other information:  Please note: this is not a free event. The usual Landmark Adventure Park entrance fees will 
apply. 

Leader name:  Pete Moore 

Leader contact details: E-mail: tonuptwitcher@gmail.com  Tel: 07866 578079  

MOTH MORNING  

Organiser:  Butterfly Conservation Scotland and Nevis Landscape Partnership 

Target Species:  Moths! 

Date:  Saturday 21
st
 July 

Time:  10am till around noon.    

Meeting place:  Voluntary Action Lochaber Offices at An Drochaid, Claggan Road, Fort William, PH33 6PH.  Grid  

reference NN116742.   

Directions.  If you are travelling to Fort William from the north enter the town on the A82 and turn left onto Claggan 
Road (signposted to Claggan Industrial Estate, Achintee and Footpath to Ben Nevis).  Then turn right after about 400m 
onto Achintee Road and then right again after just 20m into the entrance to the car park to An Drochaid. 

If you are travelling to Fort William from the south turn right into Claggan Road which lies c150m to the north of the Ben 
Nevis Centre roundabout.  Then follow the directions above. 

Description:  Come and find out more about the fascinating and wonderful world of moths.  We will be checking the 
contents of moth traps set locally the night before.  All moths caught will be released unharmed. 

Approx duration:  2-3 hours depending on how many moths are caught! 

What’s needed:  Cool, calm and muggy weather on the night before to ensure a good haul of moths.    

Any other information:  Tea and coffee will be provided on arrival.   

Booking:  To avoid disappointment it is advisable to book as places are limited.  This can be done online at  
http://www.nevislandscape.co.uk/local/events/ or by contacting Tom (details below). 

Leader contact details:  Tom Prescott  Email: tprescott@butterfly-conservation.org Tel: 01540 661469.  Mob: 07979 
785665 

POLMAILY WORK PARTY, NEAR DRUMNADROCHIT  

Date: Saturday September 15  

Time:  Anytime from 10.30 – c4pm  

Meeting place: Follow the Butterfly Conservation Scotland signs from the end of the forest track into Polmaily Wood, 
approx 2 miles west of Drumnadrochit on the A831 towards Cannich. Grid ref: NH484304. OS sheet 26 (Inverness & 
Loch Ness)  

Description: Another session of clearing and cutting back trackside vegetation and scrub to improve the habitat for 
Pearl-bordered Fritillary and Dingy Skipper.  The work includes “weeding” sections previously cleared, as well as  
tackling un-cleared areas.   

Approx duration:  Up to 5 or 6 hours but you are welcome to join in and leave whenever you want to.  Every little helps 
so if you are able to come just for an hour or so, you will still be very welcome.  

mailto:tonuptwitcher@gmail.com
http://www.nevislandscape.co.uk/local/events/
mailto:tprescott@butterfly-conservation.org


32 

Branch Events 
What’s needed:  If staying all day bring lunch and wear old clothes as well as gloves, secateurs, loppers, forks, rakes 
and bow-saws if you have them.  Further hand-tools including the wonderful Tree-poppers and gloves will be available.  
Home-baked cake also gratefully received! 

Any other information: This is the eighth Polmaily work-party, or bake-off as it has become known by regular  
attendees.  The previous ones have all been great fun, were well attended and had plenty of cake!  Tea and coffee will 
also be provided. 

Leader name:  Tom Prescott  

Leader contact details:   Tel: 01540 661469.  Mob: 07979 785665   

E-mail: tprescott@butterfly-conservation.org 

 _____________________________________________________________________________________ 

East Branch Events 2018 

Lothian field trips 2018 

12 April: Moth Talk. 'Exploring the dark, damp and dodgy – underground adventures in search of hibernating 
moths', by Katty Baird. At John Muir House, Haddington. Start: 6.30pm. Contact: Katty at: 
mothsinthegarden@gmail.com  

May 19: Moth morning at Woodhall Dean SWT reserve. Meet at car park area NT681728. This will be a joint 
event with Edinburgh Natural History Soc. An optional walk round the reserve will follow at 10.30 am.  
Contact: Katty Baird at mothsinthegarden@gmail.com 

May 27: Flotterstone to see if the Green Hairstreaks are still present at our enclosure for them. Meet at the 
Visitor car park (grid ref. NT231638) at 10.30 am. Contact: Richard Buckland (contact details as above).       

July 1: Tailend Moss, Livingston. We plan to try and confirm the presence of Small Pearl-bordered Fritillary. 
Meet at the lay-bye off the roundabout at NT003675 at 10.30 am. Take the 3a turn-off from the M8. This 
should take you straight onto the roundabout in question.  Contact: Richard Buckland (details as above).  

 22 July: Aberlady Bay, to see Small Skipper and Dark Green Fritillary. This is a repeat of the field trip here 
last year, which was spoilt by persistent rain. Meet at the car park at the wooden bridge over the burn at the 
Aberlady Local Nature Reserve, Grid ref. NT472806 at 10.30 am. Contact: Richard Buckland (as above).   

July 8: Linn  Dean Water, Soutra for Northern Brown Argus. Meet at the car park at the top of Soutra Hill 
(grid ref. NT467593) at 10.30 am. Contact: Richard Buckland (as above).    

Aug 11: Moth morning at Vogrie Country Park, Gorebridge, Midlothian. Meet at 9 am.to view the overnight 
catch. (This event will form part of Vogrie CP's Festival during week 4-12 August. Contact: Katty Baird 
(details as above).  

Aug 12: Preston Grange (a joint outing with the Edin. Nat Hist Soc.). This will be a dual hymenoptera/
lepidoptera pollinator outing. An expert on bees and wasps will be on hand  to give us all necessary advice, 
so we should be able to learn a lot, as this is a good site for them. Meet at Prestongrange industrial museum 
(grid ref. NT371738) at 11.30am. Potential butterflies are Speckled Wood, Wall and Small Skipper. Contact: 
Richard Buckland (as above).  

 

 _____________________________________________________________________________________ 
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Aberdeenshire Events 2018 

Please check the Butterfly Conservation website for updates (additional events may be added):   http://
butterfly-conservation.org/244/events.html 

Saturday 12th May 10.30am (for moth trap opening) & drop-in until 4.00pm  

MARVELLOUS MOTHS & POWERFUL POLLINATORS 

As part of the Cairngorms Nature BIG Weekend, local ranger services and wildlife experts will offer a day of 
activities for families and nature lovers around Braemar, including this event: Discover the amazing variety of 
our pollinating insects – how you tell your bumblebee from your hoverfly and what we can do to help these 
tireless workers. In the morning we will open live traps set last night to see what moths have been caught. 
Throughout the day there will be a stand where you can find out about planting for pollinators, making bug 
homes and more! Under 16’s must be accompanied. Event organised with Aberdeenshire Council Ranger 
Service for the Cairngorms Nature Big Weekend. Booking not required. 

MEET: Cairngorms Nature Big Weekend hub at Braemar Highland Games Park, Broombank Terrace, 

Braemar AB35 5YX 

CONTACT: Aberdeenshire Council Marr Area Ranger on 07787583976, 
marr.ranger@aberdeenshire.gov.uk or see  

http://cairngorms.co.uk/discover-explore/events/nature-festival/ 

 

Saturday 12th May 2.00 – 4.00pm 

ON THE WING WITH BUTTERFLIES 

As part of the Cairngorms Nature BIG Weekend, local ranger services and wildlife experts will offer a day of 
activities for families and nature lovers around Braemar, including this event: Join Aberdeenshire ranger  
Helen Rowe and artist Petra Vergunst for a fun-packed family workshop in which we live and think like  
butterflies and explore the woodland and heathland as if we are our fluttering friends! Under 16’s must be 
accompanied. Bring outdoor clothing suited to weather & stout footwear. Includes walk of up to ap-
prox.1.5km/1 mile on gravel tracks & paths with some uneven ground (OK for all-terrain buggies). Event  
organised with Aberdeenshire Council Ranger Service for the Cairngorms Nature Big Weekend. Booking  
essential (via contact details below or sign up at CNBW hub at Braemar Highland Games Park on day of 
event). 

MEET: Morrone Birkwood - meet at duck pond car park, top of Chapel Brae, Braemar AB35 5YT 

CONTACT: Aberdeenshire Council Marr Area Ranger on 07787583976, 
marr.ranger@aberdeenshire.gov.uk or see  

http://cairngorms.co.uk/discover-explore/events/nature-festival/ 

Saturday 16th June 10.00am – 12noon 

WINGED & WATERY WONDERS  

Meet some wee woodland beasties, including live moths caught the night before and discover who is lurking 
in the pond at Burnett Park! Under 16’s must be accompanied. Bring outdoor clothing suited to weather + 
stout footwear. Event organised with Aberdeenshire Council Ranger Service for Moth Night 2018. Booking 
essential. 

MEET: tennis court car park, Burnett Park, Banchory AB31 4AE 

CONTACT: Aberdeenshire Council Marr Area Ranger on 07787583976, 

marr.ranger@aberdeenshire.gov.uk 

Tuesday 17th July 10.00am – 12.30pm 

MARVELLOUS MOTHS 

Discover the amazing diversity of moths and their roles in nature. We will unveil last night’s live moth trap 
catch, then search for day-flying moths and butterflies if time and weather allow. Find out how to take part in 
the Big Butterfly Count and attract pollinating insects in your own garden too. Under 18’s must be  

http://butterfly-conservation.org/244/events.html
http://butterfly-conservation.org/244/events.html
mailto:marr.ranger@aberdeenshire.gov.uk
http://cairngorms.co.uk/discover-explore/events/nature-festival/
mailto:marr.ranger@aberdeenshire.gov.uk
http://cairngorms.co.uk/discover-explore/events/nature-festival/
mailto:marr.ranger@aberdeenshire.gov.uk
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accompanied. Event organised with Aberdeenshire Council Ranger Service & Scottish Natural Heritage. 
Booking essential. 

MEET: Burn o’ Vat Visitor Centre, near Dinnet AB34 5NB 

CONTACT: Muir of Dinnet NNR Manager on 013398 81667 

 

Saturday 4th August 8.30pm – 12.00midnight 

A WILD NIGHT OUT AT COVE BAY 

Enter the mysterious world of night creatures! This will include setting up sugar and light traps to attract 
moths – which we will release unharmed after identification - and using detectors to pick up ultrasound of 
hunting bats. Ideal for adults & older children - under 16’s must be accompanied. Bring warm clothing, stout 
footwear, sunglasses/wide-brimmed hat (to shield eyes from bright moth trap light), midge repellent & torch. 
Event organised with Aberdeen City Council & Aberdeenshire Council Ranger Services. Booking essential; 
donations welcome. 

MEET: Burnbanks car park, Coast Road, Cove AB12 3WN 

CONTACT: Aberdeen City Council Rangers on 01224 326429 

 

Friday 10th August 8.00pm – late 

NIGHT HUNTERS AND THEIR PREY 

Get up close and personal with bats and moths. Come and dispel all your fears of these intriguing animals. 
Under 16’s must be accompanied. Bring warm clothing, stout footwear, sunglasses/wide-brimmed hat (to 
shield eyes from bright moth trap light), midge repellent & torch. Event organised with Aberdeenshire Council 
& Balmoral Estate Ranger Services for Ballater Victoria Week: http://www.ballatervictoriaweek.co.uk/  
Booking essential. 

MEET: car park by Visitor Information Centre, Crathie AB35 5UL 

CONTACT: Balmoral Estate Rangers on 013397 55059 

  ____________________________________________________________________________________ 

Angus Events 2018 

1. Loch of the Lowes Visitor Centre, Dunkeld. Friday 8th June 2018. Evening, but time TBC. Slide show and  
viewing moths from last nights traps. Plus overnight trapping on Friday night. 

To book, contact E: lochofthelowes@scottishwildlifetrust.org.uk or T: 01350 727337. 
There is a charge set by SWT who will advise on booking enquiries. 
 
2. Country Park, Monikie nr Dundee. Sunday 17th June 2018. 10.00am to 12.00 noon approx. 
Viewing moths caught in previous nights moth runs. 

To book, contact E: crombiepark@angus.gov.uk or T: 01241 860360. 
Usually no charge for this event, but check when booking. 
 
3.  Montrose Basin Visitor Centre, Montrose. Friday 22nd June 2018.  19.00 - 21.00 approx. 
Slide show and viewing moths from last nights traps. Plus overnight trapping on Friday night. 

To book, contact montrosebasin@scottishwildlifetrust.org.uk or T: 01674 676336. 
There is a charge set by SWT who will advise on booking enquiries. 

4.  Coire Fee Moth Event, Glen Doll. Friday July 6th 2018.   Time to be confirmed. 
Trapping in upland mountain Coire.  

Please note however, that this is not a public event and is already FULLY booked. 
Enquiries for future opportunities in the Coire to Paul Brooks at 
E: pbmothsandpeaks@aol.com or T: 01674 671485 

http://www.ballatervictoriaweek.co.uk/
mailto:lochofthelowes@scottishwildlifetrust.org.uk
mailto:crombiepark@angus.gov.uk
mailto:montrosebasin@scottishwildlifetrust.org.uk
mailto:pbmothsandpeaks@aol.com
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Perthshire Events 2018 

 
NBA Survey Day in the Sidlaws - Sunday 15th July 2018: 10.30 am 
This event will be at Lundie Crags, Sidlaws.  Join the East Scotland Branch on this survey training day and 
butterfly walk where we will look for the Northern Brown Argus and its eggs as well as other insects. Meet at 
grid reference NO263360 (nearest post code: PH13 9LA) at the Tullybaccart car park which is on the west 
side of the A923 Dundee-Coupar Angus road about 10 km N of Dundee. There will be a walk of  
approximately 2.5 to 3 km both to and from the site. There is a rough track at first and the site itself is on a 
steeply sloping vegetated hillside. Make sure you bring good outdoor gear and a packed lunch. 
 
Please ring or email in advance so we know how many to expect.  
Contact Cathy Caudwell   perthshire.butterflies@fireflyuk.net (or Tel. 01828 686709) for numbers and further 
details of meeting place. 
 
 _____________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
 

Borders Events 2018 

All these daytime and evening events are aimed at introducing people to their local butterflies & moths and to 
help with identification, so beginners are very welcome. Whatever the weather on the day, they will be  
enjoyable and there will be plenty to see and learn and opportunities to meet and chat with others who have 
similar interests. 
 

Saturday 12 May 2018 

GORDON COMMUNITY WOODLAND  for Emperor Moths and spring butterflies 

Meet at 10.30 am at the East Gordon car park, turning off the A6105 at East Gordon NT669439, then parking 
at NT666443 Gordon Community Woodland. 

We will be using pheromone lures to attract Emperor Moth males that fly by day will also be looking for 
Spring Butterflies such as Orange-tip, Speckled Wood and Comma. Bring some lunch and decent outdoor 
gear. There are multiple flat and easily accessible tracks and paths around the Woodland. Children under the 
age of 16 must be accompanied by an adult. 

CONTACT Iain Cowe 01890 818314 iainacowe@gmail.com 

 

Saturday 2 June 2018 

COASTAL WALK FROM EYEMOUTH for Small Blue and perhaps some early Northern Brown Argus 

Meeting at Gunsgreen Carpark NT947643 at 11 am. Turning off the A1107 in Eyemouth at NT943636.  

We hope to look for new evidence of Small Blue on this very fine coastal stretch as far as Burnmouth. You 
are going to need a bite to eat and a decent pair of shoes as well as a waterproof.  

CONTACT Iain Cowe 01890 818314 iainacowe@gmail.com  

 

Saturday 9 June 2018 

A WALK AT LINDEAN LOCH. An outing arranged by the Scottish Wildlife Trust Central Borders Group 

Lindean Loch is 3km east of Selkirk with parking by a minor road at NT505293.  A fairly level walk of about 2 
miles, starting at 1.30 pm and led by Sarah Eno, around a lime-rich marl loch with a rich array of plants and a 
good variety of birds and insects, including day-flying moths such as Burnet Companion, Latticed Heath and 
Mother Shipton. Good footwear needed.  Meet at St. Dunstans car park (Health Centre) Melrose (TD6 9RX) 
at 1.00 pm for car-sharing or at Lindean Loch (TD7 4QN)) at 1.30 pm. Finish at 5.30 pm.  

CONTACT Jim Russell 01835 824898 

mailto:perthshire.butterflies@fireflyuk.net
file:///C:/Users/BarryPrater/Documents/BC%20Scotland/Field%20Trips%20+%20events/outdoor%20events%202018/iainacowe@gmail.com
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Friday 15 & Saturday 16 June 2018 

MOTH NIGHT 2018 followed by MOTH BREAKFAST AT HARESTANES COUNTRYSIDE VISITOR CENTRE  

Join us at 9.00 pm for a celebration of moths and recording. Discover the beauty of these night-time  
creatures and the different ways of attracting them. Finish around 10.45 pm. Ages 8+, under-16s must be 

with an adult. Adult £5, Child £3. No dogs. Booking: Advised. 

In the morning join us between 9 and 10 am to take a look at last night’s selection of beautiful moths and to 
enjoy breakfast from Harestanes Café. Ages 8+, under-16s must be with an adult. Adult £5, Child £3. No 

dogs. Booking: Advised.  Harestanes (NT641244) is just off the A68, 6km north of Jedburgh. 

CONTACTS  
1. to book contact Harestanes Countryside Visitor Centre, Ancrum, JEDBURGH TD8 6UQ. 01835 830306 
harestanes@liveborders1.org.uk www.liveborders.org.uk/harestanes 
2. Barry Prater 018907 52037 barry@prater.myzen.co.uk 

 

late June 

BERWICKSHIRE COASTAL WALK with the Edinburgh Natural History Society for Northern Brown Argus 
etc.  Details to be finalised. 

CONTACT Iain Cowe 01890 818314 iainacowe@gmail.com  

 

Saturday 30 June 2018 

PENTLANDS BUTTERFLY SAFARI for Northern Brown Argus and other Lepidoptera 

Meet at 10.30 am at the entrance to the West Linton Filter Station, one mile north-west of West Linton on the 
Baddinsgill Road (NT 133531) to record butterflies and day-flying moths in a botanically rich valley in the 
Pentland Hills.  Park on the road-side. 

Northern Brown Argus has been recorded here, there is suitable habitat for Small Pearl-bordered Fritillary, 
and the outside chance of skippers. There are also several species of orchid found in the valley, which we 
will try to locate. 

Bring warm clothing, waterproofs, packed lunch and enthusiasm.   

No dogs as this a working sheep farm. 

Reuben Singleton reuben@tweedecology.co.uk 07783 047398 

 

Saturday 7 July 2018 

CHISHOLME ESTATE - a walk arranged by the Scottish Wildlife Trust Central Borders Group 

Chisholme Estate is about 3km SW of Roberton and 8km W of Hawick.  A 3 mile walk, starting at 11 am and 
led by Alison Smith, around the estate and adjacent Chapel Hill -  interesting botany, possibly red squirrels, 
day-flying butterflies & moths and demonstration of moths trapped previous evening, with tea and cakes to 
finish. Bring lunch and good footwear. Meet at Melrose Health Centre car park (NT545341) at 10 am to  
organise car share OR at Chisholme (NT418122) at 11am.  Finish about 5 pm. Directions can be found here: 
http://www.chisholme.org/contact/contact-directions. 

CONTACT Jim Russell 01835 824898 

 

Wednesday 18 July 2018 

ST ABBS HEAD BIOBLITZ 

An event which is part of UK Bioblitz - Nature reserves are not enough. Details to be finalised but we will be 
exploring the site for butterflies and moths and hoping to make some discoveries. 

CONTACTS  
1. Liza Cole, St Abbs Head NNR Warden lcole@nts.org.uk 
2. Barry & Barbara Prater 018907 52037 barry@prater.myzen.co.uk 

mailto:harestanes@liveborders1.org.uk
http://www.liveborders.org.uk/harestanes
mailto:barry@prater.myzen.co.uk
file:///C:/Users/BarryPrater/Documents/BC%20Scotland/Field%20Trips%20+%20events/outdoor%20events%202018/iainacowe@gmail.com
https://d.docs.live.net/6bd4354ec6c174ea/Documents/Wildlife/Lepidoptera/malcandles46@talktalk.net
http://www.chisholme.org/contact/contact-directions
file:///C:/Users/BarryPrater/Documents/BC%20Scotland/Field%20Trips%20+%20events/outdoor%20events%202018/lcole@nts.org.uk
file:///C:/Users/BarryPrater/Documents/BC%20Scotland/Field%20Trips%20+%20events/outdoor%20events%202018/barry@prater.myzen.co.uk
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Branch Events 

Wednesday 22 and Thursday 23 August 2018 

MANOR VALLEY near Peebles  – Introduction to Moth Trapping and Survey with Tweeddale U3A group 

22 August 2018 8.00 pm - midnight 

23 August 2018 9.30 - 11.00 am 

Meet at 8.00 pm on 22 August at the Old Schoolhouse in the Manor Valley near Peebles (NT213365).   
Parking in driveway and roadside layby. Come along to learn more about these creatures of the night, and 
watch moth trapping and sugaring techniques in action. Participants should be prepared to stay on until  
midnight, if good conditions occur!   However the moths  trapped overnight will be kept for inspection at 9.30 
am on the Thursday morning (23 August) at the same site. Bring warm clothing, waterproofs, midge repellent/
midge nets and a torch. 

CONTACTS 
1. Reuben Singleton reuben@tweedecology.co.uk 0778 3047398 
2. Graham Pyatt pyattdg@gmail.com  01721 740319 
 

Friday 10 August 2018 

MOTHS @ HARESTANES 
Late summer is the perfect time to see beautiful moths of all kinds. We'll be starting at 8.30 pm to gather 
round the light and discover the secrets of the night. Finish 10 pm. Ages 8+, under-16s must be with an adult. 

Adult £5, Child £3. No dogs. Booking: Advised. 

Harestanes Countryside Visitor Centre (NT641244) is just off the A68, 6km north of Jedburgh. 

CONTACTS 
1. to book contact Harestanes Countryside Visitor Centre, Ancrum, JEDBURGH TD8 6UQ. 01835 830306 
harestanes@liveborders1.org.uk www.liveborders.org.uk/harestanes 

2. Charlotte Cavey-Wilcox charliecheese@hotmail.co.uk 

 _____________________________________________________________________________________ 

  SWT MOTHING DATES FOR 2018 

DATE                                S.W.T.  RESERVE               START TIME              MEETING PLACE      MAP REF 

Sat. 21st April                      Cullaloe Reservoir                   20.15 hrs.                Car Park                  NT 188877 

Fri. 25th May                       Fleecefaulds                            21.00 hr             Car Park              NO 401085           

Fri. 15th June                      Cullaloe Reservoir                   21.30 hrs           Car Park            NT 188877 

This is National Moth Night.  Last year 80 species of macros and about 20 micros. 

Fri. 13th July                        Bankhead Moss                  21.30 hrs.            Car Park              NO 447103 

Fri. 3rd August                    Dunbarnie Links                        21.00 hrs.         Car Park at Shore   NO437025 

Car park is just beyond Carrick Villa on Ord. Survey map. A private gated road leads down to it. 
There will probably be nights in September and October. 
 
Please telephone Tim Brain on 01577 840317 to confirm event as they are very weather related. 

Please bring a torch and wear suitable warm clothing and footwear. 

Suggest looking at the individual Scottish Wildlife Trust reserve web sites for details of directions. 

If you get lost en-route Tim’s mobile is 07565 91331 (it is only used when I am away from home). 

Extra traps are very welcome, so long as you have a generator as well or it is battery powered. 

Tim Brain 

https://d.docs.live.net/6bd4354ec6c174ea/Documents/Wildlife/Lepidoptera/malcandles46@talktalk.net
mailto:pyattdg@gmail.com
mailto:harestanes@liveborders1.org.uk
http://www.liveborders.org.uk/harestanes
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