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Summertime! 

 

 

  

 

Contributions to our newsletters 

are always welcome. 

Please use the contact details 

below to get in touch!   

If you do not wish to receive our 

newsletter in the future, simply 

reply to this message with the  

word ’unsubscribe’ in the title - 

thank you.  

http://www.facebook.com/bcscotland
http://www.twitter.com/BC_Scotland
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Dates for your Diary 

It’s not long now until our Big Butterfly Count kicks off again.  This year it runs from 14
th
 July to 6

th
 

August.  Just pop outside on a sunny day and count butterflies and moths for 15 minutes and record 
your sightings online!  See www.bigbutterflycount.org  

 
Scottish Members’ Day – Saturday, 7th October 2017  
Our annual Scottish Members’ Day will be held at the Battleby Conference Centre, by Perth on  
Saturday, 7th October 2017. More information will follow in due course. 

BC events in Scotland 
Don’t forget to check out our website at www.butterfly-conservation.org/scotland as well as your lo-
cal Branch website for up-to-date lists of fieldtrips, events etc: 

Highlands & Islands   – http://butterfly-conservation.org/313/highlands-and-islands-branch.html  

South West Scotland – http://butterfly-conservation.org/311/glasgow--sw-scotland-branch.html  

East Scotland             – http://butterfly-conservation.org/312/east-scotland-branch.html  

And of course Branch Facebook and Twitter pages too! 
 
  ______________________________________________________________________________ 

 
Gardening Scotland 2017 
In June this year, we took a stand at Scotland’s largest  
garden festival at Ingliston, Edinburgh.  Our stand formed part 
of the Living Garden section, a lovely horseshoe of  
environmental charities and NGOs with intricately designed 
pallet gardens showcased in the centre.  We had a wonderful 
weekend, meeting the public and had the opportunity to  
publicise our conservation projects as well as encourage  
people to take part in this year’s Big Butterfly Count.  A huge 
thank you to all our lovely volunteers for their help in making 
the weekend such a success! 

                        

 

 

 

 

 

 

                                                                                            
 

 
 

Anthony running a butterfly gardening workshop at the 

Show 

Gigha Primary School’s pallet garden, complete with 

wind turbine 

Dunoon Grammar - the jubilant winners of the 2017 Wildlife  

Gardening Award - part of the annual One Planet Picnic Pocket Garden 

display at Gardening Scotland 

http://www.bigbutterflycount.org
http://www.butterfly-conservation.org/scotland
http://butterfly-conservation.org/313/highlands-and-islands-branch.html
http://butterfly-conservation.org/311/glasgow--sw-scotland-branch.html
http://butterfly-conservation.org/312/east-scotland-branch.html
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News & Updates 
 

Plant Pots for Pollinators 
Help reverse butterfly declines by planting a pot for pollinators.  Kate Bradbury’s blog shows you 
how!  See http://butterfly-conservation.org/3114-16703/how-can-you-can-help-butterflies-get-
planting.html  
 

Job Vacancy 
We have an exciting new vacancy for a Peatlands for People Project Officer.  The deadline for  
applications is noon on Monday 10th July 2017.  For more information see http://butterfly-
conservation.org/files/1.job-pack---peatlands-for-people-project-officer.pdf 
 

Scottish Entomologists' Gathering 2017 
Over the weekend of 9th -11th June Berwickshire hosted a very successful meeting of insect  
enthusiasts - it was the annual Scottish Entomologists' Gathering, organised this year by Barry  
Prater from East Branch. More than 30 people, with ages ranging from 14 to 74 and coming from 
Banffshire and Aberdeen, Stirling and Edinburgh, Ayrshire and the Borders, as well as further south 
in England converged on the Hippodrome in Eyemouth which was used as a base throughout the 
weekend. These gatherings take place in a different part of the country each time and have the twin 
aims of showcasing the area's wildlife and exploration to uncover further insect life. Amongst the 
visitors were some of Britain's top experts in their fields, especially for the moths and this gave 
promise that there would be some good discoveries made - we were not disappointed. Plenty of folk 
just came to see and learn and so knowledge and advice on the local wildlife was freely given and 
eagerly absorbed. 

It was a very full weekend with outdoor activities and searches taking 
place by night and by day and while some people stayed locally in  
accommodation in Eyemouth or nearby, others wild camped and this 
was particularly the case for the moth enthusiasts who stayed with their 
light traps all night. On Friday night Coldingham Bay was lit up and on 
Saturday it was the turn of the Scottish Wildlife Trust's reserve in 
Pease Dean. Some people laid traps to catch spiders or beetles, whilst 
others walked stream and lochside searching for caddisflies or  
grasslands for hoverflies and parasitic wasps and there were daytime 
walks to see butterflies and to look for caterpillars and other signs of 
insect life. 

Much of the focus was, as  
expected, along the coastal strip, 
mostly because of its growing 
reputation as holding some  
beautiful insect species which are 
either rare, threatened or both. 
These include the Small Blue, 
Dew Moth and Blackneck which 
share the area with species 
which are increasing their  
presence in SE Scotland, such as 
the Large Skipper and the Wall. 
For many of the visitors this was 
their first opportunity to see the area  
and to experience our rugged cliffs and sea braes which hold much unspoilt and near pristine  
habitats. 

Moth trap lights at Coldingham - Katty Baird 

Dew Moth - Barry Prater Blackneck - Barry Prater 
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News & Updates 

 

                               

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

All the outside tramping, searching and luring was interspersed with indoor discussions,  
examination of specimens and revelations of findings at the Hippodrome which proved to be a  
perfect venue for the whole weekend in terms of location, the space inside and the welcoming  
informality of the setting. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The full story on what was discovered will only become clear in a 
few weeks as there are many, many sightings to be collected to-
gether and it could well be much later in some cases as caterpillars 
have been taken away to find out just what insect will develop from 
them. However, it's already known that several new species were 
recorded for Berwickshire and one moth - a White-pinion Spotted at 
Pease Dean, but not in the best of condition - was the first to be 
found in the Borders. 

Thanks must go to all who came for their enthusiasm and  
keenness to get out and find things - there was never a dull  
moment throughout the weekend. 

Barry Prater 

Green beetle known as Oedemera virescens - Bruce Philp 

Large Skipper - Barry Prater 

Checking the catch - Barry Prater Lots to talk about - Barbara Prater  Detailed examination - Ian Tod 

  White-pinion Spotted - Barry Prater 
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S&W Branch Event 

S.O.B.S 
SAVE OUR BEAUTIFUL SNOUT 

Work Party - Dun Dubh Wood, Aberfoyle 14th October 2017 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The Beautiful Snout was thought to be an English and Irish species until June 2013 when the moth 
was recorded in the garden of Jane and Arthur Jones at the Narrows, Loch Ard near Aberfoyle. It 
has now been found at two other sites nearby and especially at Dun Dubh Wood, where the moth 
breeds. The wood is an old Oak wood with a strong well established under growth of Blaeberry, the 
moth’s larval food plant. This sheltered layer of Blaeberry is considered a crucial requirement in the 
Moth’s ecology.  

The wood is now one of only two confirmed breeding sites in  
Scotland for this moth, the second now confirmed at the RSPB’s 
Wood of Cree Reserve in Dumfries & Galloway. An important  
ecosystem, it is also home to the nationally rare Bilberry Pug too. 
The Blaeberry undergrowth is being crowded out by Rhododendrons 
and conifers which need to be removed urgently! 

 

Interested in volunteering for the day! 
 
Following the success of previous events, another work party is organised for Saturday, 14

th
  

October 2016, 10.30 am until 3.30pm. Jacket potatoes, tea, coffee, cake and biscuits will be  
provided.  Wellies (or stout working boots) together with warm water proof clothing are needed and 
a pack lunch and cold drinks if you require. 

Please contact Paul Mapplebeck on 01505 348024, mobile 07527 957835 or email at 
paulm3@ntlworld.com for further details of the meeting point, etc., and availability of transport from 
Paisley, Glasgow and Stirling. 

mailto:paulm3@ntlworld.com
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Project Updates 

 

Urban Butterfly Project Update 

Another seven butterfly identification and recording workshops have been delivered through the  
Urban Butterfly Project this year. Turnout was hampered somewhat by the rain (sometimes  
torrential!) but the people who attended were keen to get involved in recording, and are already 
sending in their records online. These are in addition to new records being submitted by volunteers 
who attended last year’s workshops, so the numbers of butterfly records from urban sites are  
steadily rising each week now. 

 
Two of the main priority species for the 
project are Small Copper and Common 
Blue, which appear to have had a bad 
summer last year, and are disappearing 
from some urban sites where they’ve been 
recorded in the past. I hope to do some 
conservation work to benefit these species 
in Glasgow and Edinburgh; do you know of 
any sites in these cities where we could do 
some work? If so, please contact Anthony 
McCluskey on amccluskey@butterfly-

conservation.org 
 

New Butterfly Meadow at Cuningar Loop Woodland Park 

Thanks to the surveys conducted by one of the Urban Butterfly Project volunteers last summer, I 
was made aware of Cuningar Loop Woodland Park in Glasgow. Owned and managed by Forestry 
Commission, it’s already home to familiar urban species such as Orange-tip and Small White, as 
well as grassland species like Ringlet and Meadow Brown. I contacted the officer who deals with the 
site, and we’ve been working together to identify a site which was recently completed by contractors 
who wanted to seed the top-soil with only grass. Luckily we got in before they did that, and with the 
help of volunteers have sown the area (about quarter of an acre) with native Scottish wildflowers 
which will establish a perennial meadow for butterflies and other invertebrates on the site. With  
populations of Common Blue nearby, we hope to make it a place where they’ll feel at home in  
Glasgow. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Anthony McCluskey  

Urban Butterflies Project Officer 

Small Copper - Jim Black    Common Blue - Iain Cowe 

          Orange-tip - Innes Nelson Ringlet - Lorna Blackmore 

mailto:amccluskey@butterfly-conservation.org
mailto:amccluskey@butterfly-conservation.org
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Project Updates 

 

 

   

 

 

 

 

Bog Squad to continue in 2017-8 

We recently received the fantastic news that our Bog Squad will be continuing in 2017-18 thanks to 
further funding from the SNH-led Peatland ACTION project. Excitingly the project will be taking on a 
new dimension with the appointment of a Peatlands for People Project Officer who will conduct  
outreach work with communities, schools and interest groups. The new post will help us spread the 
message that our peatlands are important places, not only regarding issues such as climate change 
and flooding, but also that they are key habitats for butterflies and moths.  
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The Bog Squad will also be spreading its wings from the central belt with volunteer work parties due 
to be held further afield in exotic places such as Dumfries & Galloway! We will be announcing a new 
programme of work parties later this summer so stay tuned!    

 

 

 

The Bog Squad project is supported by Peatland Action            
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Project Updates 
 

Lanarkshire’s Large Heaths and Mosses – restoring precious peatlands 

Our new landscape-scale peatland restoration project was launched in April at Braehead Moss. The 
project seeks to revive the fortunes of a series of important peatland sites clustered to the north of 
Lanark in South Lanarkshire. The launch was attended by Aileen Campbell MSP who is the LINK 
Species Champion for the Large Heath butterfly, the target species of the project.    

The Large Heath butterfly has been recorded on several of the mosses in the area, although little is 
known about how it is faring. To improve our knowledge we have begun monitoring the butterfly and 
it has been seen on two of the local mosses already this year. 

The launch of the Lanarkshire’s Large Heaths and Mosses project 

This summer we will be holding volunteer work parties to remove scrub from these mosses. There 
will also be an extensive survey and monitoring programme aimed at improving our knowledge of 
the moths and butterflies of the area. Please get in touch if you’re interested in helping out either at 
the work parties or with moth trapping and butterfly surveys.   

The Lanarkshire’s Large Heaths and Mosses project is supported by EcoCoLIFE + and WREN's FCC Scot-

tish Action Fund (through the Scottish Landfill Communities Fund). 

 

 

 

 

For more information about Butterfly Conservation Scotland’s peatland restoration activities 

please visit: 

Our blog:  www.bogsquad.weebly.com  
Our website: www.butterfly-conservation.org/bogsquad  
Or contact David Hill at:  dhill@butterfly-conservation.org 
 

 

 

 

http://www.bogsquad.weebly.com
http://www.butterfly-conservation.org/bogsquad
mailto:dhill@butterfly-conservation.org
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Natural Talent - Micro Moths 

A New Natural Talent Traineeship 

Hi, my name is Ross McIlwrath and I am a Natural Talent trainee 
placed with Butterfly Conservation Scotland over the next year. The 
Conservation Volunteer’s (TCV) Natural Talent programme aims to 
increase expertise of lesser known species and their habitats in the 
UK. My traineeship will be focusing on micro moths and Peatland 
habitats.  

Having been an avid moth-er for a numbers of years I am delighted 
and very grateful for this excellent learning experience. Over the next 
year I will be: increasing my knowledge of micro and macro moth 
identification, carrying out Lepidoptera surveys, learning about  
Peatlands and how to conserve them and promoting this amazing 
taxa with volunteers and the general public. 

I would like to thank Esmee Fairbairn Foundation for funding the Natural Talent traineeships,  
allowing me to embark on this incredible learning experience and I can’t wait to share what I learn!  

Micro moths are a group of animals that have 
been historically undervalued and under-
recorded due to their small size. This makes 
them difficult to identify and many even need 
dissected under a microscope to be certain of 
their species! However, over half of the 2500 
species of the moth in the UK are “micros” (as 
micro moths are colloquially known) and there-
fore play an integral role in British ecosystems. 
I will be looking at all micros but with a  
particular focus on micros that occur on  
Peatlands.  

My traineeship is important as only by  
increasing our knowledge about this little 
known group, will we be able to conserve them, 
along with their habitats and raise awareness of 
their importance. I also hope to encourage  
existing recorders and encourage new  
recorders to study and appreciate this spectacular group.  

 
Peatlands have often been overlooked, but are now  

recognised as vitally important habitats. Peatlands are 

waterlogged areas dominated by Sphagnum Mosses. 

When the moss dies instead of degrading into soil they 

compact to form layers of peat. These layers of peat can 

extend metres beneath the ground surface and take  

thousands of years to form. Peat layers have the potential 

to store huge amounts of carbon; 3 inches of peat holds 

the same amount of carbon as the same area forested. 

This means Peatlands have the potential to play a vital 

role to combat climate change.  Over the next year I hope 

to show how fantastic these places are for micro moths!  

Eulia ministrana, a micro which loves the birch verges of 

Peatland Bogs. (David Hill) 

Wester Moss - A lowland raised bog SSSI 
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Natural Talent - Micro Moths 
 

First day on the job I managed to find my first micro of the traineeship! Acleris hyemana is a very 

common moth on bogs which feeds on heather. They spend the summer as a caterpillar and hatch 

out as adults in the autumn. Some, like this individual below, will hibernate over the winter and  

continue to lay in the Spring time! The beautiful patterns on the Acleris hyemana make excellent 

camouflage amongst the heather. Can you spot it!?! (Follow me on twitter @rossmcil, for more Spot 

the Moth quizzes)  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
With the arrival of summer, I am eagerly looking forward to lots of long days and late nights of  
surveying! The changing seasons bring with them new moth species and I can’t wait to see what I’ll 
find and the identification challenges that it will bring.  
 
If you wish to contact me about micros or for any information regarding my traineeship, my email 
address is rmcilwrath@butterfly-conservation.org 

 

Ross McIlwrath 
TCV Natural Talent Trainee – Peatlands and Micro Moths 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Butterfly Conservation Company, limited by guarantee, registered in England (2206468).  

Registered Office: Manor Yard, East Lulworth, Wareham, Dorset, BH20 5QP.  
Charity registered in England & Wales (254937) and in Scotland (SCO39268) 

mailto:rmcilwrath@butterfly-conservation.org

