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Merry Christmas  

and a Happy New Year!! 

 

  

 

Contributions to our newsletters 

are always welcome. 

Please use the contact details 

below to get in touch!   

If you do not wish to receive our 

newsletter in the future, simply 

reply to this message with the  

word ’unsubscribe’ in the title - 

thank you.  

http://www.facebook.com/bcscotland
http://www.twitter.com/BC_Scotland
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Dates for your Diary 
Butterfly Conservation’s 50th Anniversary 
In 2018 Butterfly Conservation will be celebrating our 50th Anniversary!  In addition to Reserve Open Days 
and other activities, we are planning a UK-wide Conservation Day of Action to be held on Saturday, 10th 
March where we will encourage as many of our staff, volunteers and supporters as possible to take practical 
conservation action to help our butterflies and moths.  Keep a look-out on our website and social media for 
updates! 
 
Scottish Recorders’ Gathering - Saturday, 17th March 2018 
For everyone interested in recording butterflies and moths, our Scottish Recorders’ Gathering will be held at 
the Battleby Conference Centre, by Perth on Saturday, 17th March 2018.  We will as always be sure to bring 
you a wide variety of butterfly and moth talks and presentations.  All welcome - more details will follow in the 
New Year. 
 
Highland Branch AGM - Saturday, 14th April 2018 
Highland branch AGM is to be held on Saturday April 14th at the Charleston Community Complex,  
Charleston Academy, General Booth Road, Inverness. IV3 8ET.  
 
Gardening Scotland  - 1st to 3rd June, 2018 
We are delighted to be having a stand again this year in The Living Garden area at Gardening Scotland 
which runs from 1st to 3rd June at The Royal Highland Centre, Edinburgh – for more info go to 
www.gardeningscotland.com  
 
Scottish Members’ Day - Saturday, 6th October 2018 
We will be holding our annual Scottish Members’ Day at Battleby Conference Centre by Perth on Saturday, 
6th October where we plan to celebrate Butterfly Conservation’s 50th Anniversary!  More info will follow in 
due course. 
 

Winter Workparties 

Gorse control at Holyrood - Saturday, 3rd February 2018 

A volunteer workparty is planned for Saturday, 3rd February to remove gorse to benefit Northern Brown  
Argus and Grayling butterflies - for more info see P10.  If you’d like to attend please contact Urban Butterfly 
Project Officer Anthony McCluskey on amccluskey@butterfly-conservation.org 

 

Saving Our Beautiful Snout at Dun Dubh Wood, Aberfoyle - 11th March 2018  

Details tbc. Please contact Paul Mapplebeck paulm3@ntlworld if interested in attending. 

 

Bog Squad Workparties 
 Sat 16th December - Sergeantlaw Moss near Paisley – Ditch-damming and scrub clearance 
 Sun 14th January – Black Moss, Armadale in West Lothian - Ditch-damming  
Please get in touch with David Hill dhill@butterfly-conservation.org 

 

BC Events in Scotland 
Don’t forget to check out our website at www.butterfly-conservation.org/scotland as well as your local Branch 

website for  

up-to-date lists of fieldtrips, events etc: 

Highlands & Islands - www.highland-butterflies.org.uk 
South West Scotland - www.southwestscotland-butterflies.org.uk 
East Scotland - www.eastscotland-butterflies.org.uk 
N.B These are usually compiled over the winter months for the following season. 
 

 

http://www.gardeningscotland.com
mailto:amccluskey@butterfly-conservation.org
mailto:dhill@butterfly-conservation.org
http://www.highland-butterflies.org.uk
http://www.southwestscotland-butterflies.org.uk
http://www.eastscotland-butterflies.org.uk
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Save Coul Links!!! 

Urgent: Please Help Save Coul Links! 
Coul Links is an outstanding area of sand dunes in Sutherland that, despite being a protected area with 
SSSI*, SPA* and Ramsar* designations, is under threat from a proposal by an American billionaire to build a 
golf course. This proposal echoes the devastating Trump development at Menie dunes in Aberdeenshire 
which has been in the press again recently over the potential de-notification of the SSSI due to the impact of 
the golf course. 

Coul Links has an important assemblage of Lepidoptera with 16 butterflies and 184 moth species being  
recorded. It is home to the Gelechiid moth Caryocolum blandelloides a provisional RDB1 species that is  
restricted in the UK to around a handful of coastal dunes on the eastern side of northern Scotland and was 
first discovered in Britain in 1994, at Coul Links. 

Other notable butterflies and moths include Small Blue, Northern Brown Argus (114 recorded on a single day 
in 2016 denoting a considerable colony), Grayling and thirteen Nationally Scarce moths including Marsh Pug, 
Scotch Annulet, Lyme Grass, Portland moth and Coast Dart. The site lies within the Easter Ross and Moray 
Coast Prime Area for Lepidoptera. Despite the scale of the development the developers state that the impact 
on the key Lepidoptera will be “non-significant”!  

The site is also home to several other rare and threatened species including Fonseca’s Seed Fly 
(Botanophila fonsecai), one of the UK’s rarest endemic invertebrates, restricted globally to a short stretch of 
coast in northern Scotland and highlights, along with the Lepidoptera assemblage, the uniqueness and  
conservation significance of Coul Links. 
 
Butterfly Conservation Scotland has teamed up with other organisations including RSPB, Buglife, Plantlife 
and Scottish Wildlife Trust to oppose the development. There is also a local community action group, ‘Not 
Coul’.  For more information see www.notcoul.com. They have also produced a video which includes some 
incredible footage of the site. 

 https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=XMVAPLdOCTM 

 
Please help us to stop this development happening.  The developer has so far gained a lot of support for the 
application so we need as many objections as possible.  If you would like to help, please take 5 minutes to 

send an email to Highland Council at eplanning@highland.gov.uk to object to this application:  

 

 Please put the application reference : 17/04601/FUL in the subject line of the email 

 Include your name and home address 

 Make it clear that you are writing to OBJECT to the application because of its impact on wildlife. 

Please also encourage friends and family to do the same.  Local objections are by far the best so 

we’re particularly keen to encourage anyone with an address in the Highland Council area to object. 

A short response still counts, but if you have time, a more thorough objection would be fantastic.  The current 
closing date for objections to the application is December 22nd 2017. Contact us for more information at  
scotland@butterfly-conservation.org 

 
* For details of the site’s designations visit http://gateway.snh.gov.uk/sitelink/ and type Loch Fleet in the 
search box. 

 
 
 
   _____________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
  

 

http://www.notcoul.com
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=XMVAPLdOCTM
mailto:eplanning@highland.gov.uk
mailto:scotland@butterfly-conservation.org
http://gateway.snh.gov.uk/sitelink/
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Volunteer News 

Lifetime Achievement Award 
We are absolutely delighted to report that Mark Young, who has 
been a mainstay of Lepidoptera conservation, particularly in 
Scotland, for more than 40 years was recently awarded the 
Marsh Christian Trust (MCT) Lifetime Achievement Award, which 
was presented by Nick Carter (MCT Trustee) and Andy Barker 
(BC Trustee) at Butterfly Conservation’s AGM.  He received a 
Certificate, £500 and a beautiful original Richard Lewington print 
featuring a number of Burnet Moths which Mark has worked hard 
to conserve. 
 
Photo courtesy of Nigel Symington:  
L-R  Andy Barker (BC Trustee), Mark Young and Nick Carter 
from the Marsh Christian Trust 
 

 

 
 

 ______________________________________________________________________________________ 

John Knowler 1942 - 2017 
It is very sad to have to report that John, one of Butterfly Conservation 
Scotland’s most active and respected volunteers and recorders, has died. 
 
John did far more than just record moths as he was also the vice-county 
moth recorder for three vice-counties in Scotland (VC86 Stirlingshire, 
VC87 West Perthshire and VC99 Dunbartonshire) and warmly welcomed, 
encouraged and verified records from these areas.  Furthermore he also 
produced a fantastic annotated checklist of the Larger Moths of his three 
VCs. John also became the identifier of the Rothamsted trap at  
Rowardennan on the shores of Loch Lomond, but yet again John went 
one step further by collating and analysing the results and publishing his 
findings.  He was very generous with his time and kindly sold his moth 
trapping equipment with the proceeds going 
to the conservation of the New Forest Burnet 
moth in Scotland. 

John was a regular at our two annual  
Butterfly Conservation Scotland national 
events (Members’ Day and Recorders’  
Gathering) as well as attending BCS events 
further afield.  His passion for moths also led 

him to seek out some of Scotland’s and the UK’s rarer species. 
 
John was always great company in the field and very knowledgeable, having 
rekindled his childhood passion for butterflies and moths in his retirement.  That 
passion and interest never left him.   

He will be sadly missed by all who knew him. 
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Volunteer News 
 

VOLUNTEER ADVENTURERS WANTED 

FOR THE GREAT TROSSACHS FOREST NATIONAL NATURE RESERVE 

APRIL TO JUNE 2018 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

In partnership with Forest Enterprise Scotland. the Glasgow & South West Scotland branch of Butterfly  
Conservation is conducting a feasibility study in 2018 for the possible re-introduction of Pearl Bordered  
Fritillary within the Great Trossachs Forest National Nature Reserve. 
 
Pearl-bordered Fritillary was last recorded in the Trossachs in 2011, above Loch Katrine. Since then Forest 
Enterprise Scotland has been managing the north shore woodlands there to create and maintain suitable 
habitat for this lovely butterfly. Sadly though, survey visits since 2012 have failed to record it anywhere 
around Loch Katrine. Nor has it been recorded anywhere else in the Great Trossachs Forest NNR and it is 
now thought to be possibly extinct there. However, colonies do move around as new suitable habitat  
becomes available. The Forest covers a huge area, so it is possible that the butterfly still exists in small  
colonies in the less accessible parts of the woodlands. 
 
Volunteers are needed in March / April to help survey the GTF area for suitable habitat for the Pearl-bordered 
Fritillary initially and then from mid-May to mid-June to look for and record any sightings of the adult butterfly 
in those areas where suitable habitat has been identified from the earlier survey. 
 
Full training will be given, including methods of favourable PBF habitat recognition along with adult butterfly 
identification, and there is Branch funding for travel expenses. 
 
If you would like to take part at any time during this coming spring, even for just a day, please contact myself, 
Paul Mapplebeck on: phone 01505 348024 (mobile 07527 957835) or by email: mbeckpaul3@gmail.com 

 

PLEASE HELP US FIND THE PEARL BORDERED FRITILLARY IN THE TROSSACHS!! 

 

 

  _____________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

Volunteer News 

mailto:mbeckpaul3@gmail.com
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Project Updates 

Peatlands for People 
It’s been a busy couple of months for the project since starting in September, with a total of 19 events so far! 
This has included giving talks to societies, school sessions, craft sessions, attending family days and  
conferences. I’ve also begun to create some educational resources for the project to take to events, including 
a Peatland Jigsaw. 
 
I had the opportunity in November to attend Creative Carbon Scotland’s Green Arts Conference where I 
learnt about the ways in which art and culture can influence how we communicate with people about the  
environment and sustainability. It was a really interesting day and a good opportunity to find out how different 
organisations can collaborate to deliver the overall message of looking after our environment and restoring 
habitats. 
 
One of my long running projects has been holding craft sessions in local libraries across Stirlingshire through 
a collaboration with the Community Library Officers and local primary schools. I have delivered 7 sessions so 
far at libraries including Plean, Strathblane and Cambusbarron and engaged with over 112 school children. 
The sessions have generally been focused on moths, specifically the Emperor moth which is found on  
peatlands. The children love its striking markings and have been making their own moth models to take 
home with them as well as a range of other crafts. 
 
                
  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
(Moth models at Braehead Primary School, South Lanarkshire and Peatland Jigsaw at Biggar Science Festival) 

The feedback on the Peatlands for People project has been great so far and I’m looking forward to  
developing more school sessions, educational resources and collaborating with other organisations in 2018. 
As ever I’d be really keen to hear from anyone who has any ideas to share, would like to know more about 
the project or would like to lend a hand at a future event! Please feel free to get in touch with me on… 
 
Rebecca Crawford  
People for Peatlands Project Officer 
Email: rcrawford@butterfly-conservation.org  

 

 

 _____________________________________________________________________________________ 

mailto:rcrawford@butterfly-conservation.org
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Project Updates 

Urban Butterfly Project  
 
Urban Butterfly Project comes to Dundee and Perth!  
Over the past two years the Urban Butterfly Project has been working in Glasgow and Edinburgh to promote 
recording of butterflies and carrying out habitat creation workshops to improve our towns and cities for  
butterflies. In 2018 the project will go north to Perth and Dundee, where volunteers will be given training in 
butterfly ID and recording in March and May. We’re also on the lookout for any habitat creation or  
maintenance opportunities. 
 
The dates aren’t fixed yet but if you’re interested in attending a butterfly identification workshop or have any 
ideas for habitat work, do get in touch with Anthony McCluskey, Urban Butterfly Project Officer on 
amccluskey@butterfly-conservation.org 
 

Fancy walking a butterfly transect in Edinburgh, Dundee or Aberdeen? 
You may have heard of butterfly transects before. These are locations where volunteers walk a set route 
once a week between April and October, recording butterflies. The information they collect is invaluable for 
our understanding of butterfly populations and allows us to see how populations around the country fare over 
a long time.  

The transect season starts on 1st of April each year and we’re hoping to get a few new transects set up in 
March, before the recording starts. Groups or individuals can take part in the transects, and they can be  
established anywhere. If you’re interested in attending a training event on transects in Aberdeen, Dundee or 
Edinburgh, please contact Urban Butterfly Project Officer Anthony McCluskey on amccluskey@butterfly-
conservation.org 
 

Gorse control at Holyrood 
Holyrood Park is home to small populations of  
Northern Brown Argus and Grayling butterflies which 
live on the bare parts of the south slopes. One of the 
main threats to these populations is encroachment of 
gorse, as the plants these butterflies use are easily 
sheltered by the shrubs.  
 
Two volunteer work parties to remove gorse at key 
sites have already taken place, and a third is planned 
for Saturday 3rd February.  
 
If you’d like to attend please contact Urban Butterfly 
Project Officer Anthony McCluskey on 
amccluskey@butterfly-conservation.org 
 

 

 

             Vols in action at Holyrood - Anthony McCluskey 

mailto:amccluskey@butterfly-conservation.org
mailto:amccluskey@butterfly-conservation.org
mailto:amccluskey@butterfly-conservation.org
mailto:amccluskey@butterfly-conservation.org
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Project Updates 

 Peatland News 
 

 

 

 

 

Come join the Bog Squad this winter and help restore bogs for butterflies! 

Our Bog Squad project is continuing this winter with a host of work parties planned in the New Year. The  
project focuses on the restoration of lowland raised bogs through volunteer work parties. Lowland bogs  
provide habitat for some of Scotland’s most elusive butterflies such as the Large Heath and Green  
Hairstreak. These species are threatened by bog habitat degradation and loss following many decades of 
drainage, afforestation and overgrazing. Our volunteers help by removing invasive scrub and blocking up 
drainage ditches to help keep the bogs in their naturally wet state.  

If you would like to help us restore bogs for butterflies this winter please get in touch using the details below.  
Details of January’s work parties can also be found below. 
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Project Updates 

Winter volunteer work parties 

Sat 16th December - Sergeantlaw Moss near Paisley – Ditch-damming and scrub clearance 
Sun 14th January – Black Moss, Armadale in West Lothian - Ditch-damming  
 
Please get in touch with David Hill if you’re interested in helping out at any of the work parties. More will be 
announced in due course. dhill@butterfly-conservation.org 

For more information about the Butterfly Conservation Scotland’s peatland restoration activities 

please visit: 

Our blog: www.bogsquad.weebly.com  
Our website: www.butterfly-conservation.org/bogsquad  
Or contact David Hill at: dhill@butterfly-conservation.org 

 

 

Wetter Moss! 
For the last four years the Wetter Moss! project has seen regular volunteer work parties held to carry out  
important habitat improvements to our Wester Moss SSSI nature reserve near Stirling. Alongside these work 
parties there has also been larger-scale works carried out by contractors. The end of the project is now fast 
approaching and has been hugely successful with much excellent restoration work having taken place which 
will benefit the Large Heath and Green Hairstreak butterflies that are found at the Moss.  
Overall the project has seen: 

 Nine hectares of invasive birch and pine scrub cleared 
 Extension of the open moss by 20% creating more habitat for our boggy butterflies           
 Completion of blocking the old drainage ditch network 
 Creation of half a hectare of new wetland habitat that was quickly colonised by several dragonfly                   

and damselfly species 
 Ten work parties involving more than 40 different volunteers 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

                                     

 

 

 

The Bog Squad project is supported by Peatland Action  

mailto:dhill@butterfly-conservation.org
http://www.bogsquad.weebly.com
http://www.butterfly-conservation.org/bogsquad
mailto:dhill@butterfly-conservation.org
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Project Updates 
We will now continue monitoring the Moss and its butterfly species to ensure that they are responding well to 
the changes.   

Wetter Moss! has been part of the Inner Forth Landscape Initiative and EcoCoLIFE+ projects which have  
embarked on many wider habitat improvement projects in the area. The habitat improvements would not 
have been possible without the funding and support from these projects, as well as that from our supporters 
and all the help we have received from our dedicated volunteers.      

The Wetter Moss! project is supported by EcoCoLIFE + and the Inner Forth Landscape Initiative alongside 
funding from Butterfly Conservation’s supporters. 

 

 

 

 

Thank you to David Palmar (www.photoscot.co.uk) and Melissa Shaw for the images used in this article. 

 ______________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

Micro Moths – A Natural Talent Project 
After an amazing summer getting out and about promoting micro-moths and spending my days in the hot sun 
finding hundreds of micros….it’s a real shock to the system to be doing peat depths in a snow shower! 

 
I have learnt so much in the last couple of months and now 
(most) of my surveying has finished I wish to share what I’ve 
learned.  
 
Thank you all so much to everyone who filled out my survey 
about Micro-moth workshops! I’ve had many responses and I’m 
so pleased to see that many of you are interested in learning 
more about how to identify micro-moths! (If you haven’t filled out 
the survey and wish to now, you                                                                      
still can by clicking on this link                                                                        
https://goo.gl/zmqf2d 

  
Taking the response to the survey I have started to organise a FREE micro-
moth workshop for beginners (this will be for you if you rated yourself a “1” or 
“2” on the “Micro-moth ID skills section of my survey”) 

Workshop content will include:  

 Highlighting the resources out there to aid in micro ID and the limitation 
of each resource. 

 Common species found in traps and gardens to look out for and how to 
identify them. 

 Learning how to identify the family groups, to facilitate the recorder to be 
comfortable with getting to the species level on their own. 

 Highlighting the techniques for daytime searches. 

If you were hoping for a more advanced workshop don’t worry! Mark Young is 
thinking of putting on more advanced workshops in the summer in conjunction with the trainee following me. 
Keep a look out in the spring e-newsletter for more information. 

 

 

Measuring the depth of the peat at Sergeantlaw Moss. 

© David Hill 

http://www.photoscot.co.uk
https://goo.gl/zmqf2d
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Project Updates 
As it stands, only one date has been confirmed, but the rest will be confirmed before the Christmas period: 

 13th March 2018 - Edinburgh National Museum Collections Centre, Granton, Edinburgh, EH5 1JA 
 22nd March 2018 - Glasgow Museum Resource Centre, Nittshill, Glasgow, G53 7NN 
 Date tbc - Balallan House, Stirling, FK8 7QG 
 Date tbc - Inverness 
 
There will be 10 places per workshop. If a workshop is overbooked, a second date could be available. To 
book onto a workshop, please email me at rmcilwrath@butterfly-conservation.org, specifying which location 
you would like to book onto.  
 
For the dates that are not yet confirmed, if you wish to attend a workshop in these locations, email me to sign 
up for the mailing list for that workshop to hear the first news about when and where they will be. 

“I don’t want to wait until March for micro-moths!” I hear you say! Don’t worry! There are micro-moths that can 
still be seen right now! 

Encountering micro-moths at this time of year is certainly less frequent than the summer, but it is not an  
uncommon occurrence! Much like Peacock, Small Tortoiseshells and Herald Moths many micro-moths will 
hibernate to wait out the cold winters. Occasionally, on a mild winter day they’ll awake from their slumber and 
become quite active. So it is possible to see micros all year round!  
 
An example of a frequent garden visitor that one may see is the stunning Twenty-plume Moth (Alucita hex-
adactyla). This delicate looking micro feeds on honeysuckle and can be seen throughout Scotland. I even  
once witnessed a Twenty-plume rest on a garden wall on a snowy day!  
 
My project affords me the opportunity to accompany David Hill, BC Scotland’s Peatland Restoration Officer, 
to learn from and assist him on his Bog Squad workparties. Our last couple of visits to Sergeantlaw Moss 
near Paisley, have proved quite fruitful for some overwintering micros.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 
Acleris hyemana (those of you with long memories may recall this species from my article in the Spring 
Newsletter), is a very common sight on peatland bogs. One can spot the rusty marbling of this micro from 
September to the winter and then in early spring with their emergence from their winter slumber. This  
individual was disturbed from the heather as we did our scrub clearance work.  
 
Agonopterix ocellana, was another micro found at Sergeantlaw Moss in recent weeks. Many species of this 
genus overwinter as adults. In the springtime their tatty condition can often give identification headaches! 
However, in late autumn and early winter, their scales can be fresh and distinct. This lovely A. ocellana feeds 
on willows and can often be found when disturbing vegetation in damp situations. 

Twenty-plume Moth Alucita hexadactyla 

David and some of the Bog 

Squad team installing a dam 

at Sergeantlaw Moss. 

©Melissa Shaw 

mailto:rmcilwrath@butterfly-conservation.org
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Project Updates 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Though these micro-moths are quite distinctive many still go under recorded. We know very little about their 

distribution in the UK and therefore we don’t have much information to help conserve them. If you want to 

help but don’t know where to begin, I would encourage you to come along to my Free Beginner Workshops in 

March. Although a lot are difficult to identify, if one takes a closer look, many are not “over the shoulder jobs”. 

Ross McIlwrath 
TCV Natural Talent Trainee – Peatlands and Micro Moths 
Email: rmcilwrath@butterfly-conservation.org 
 

A TCV Natural Talent Project, funded by Esmee Fairbairn Foundation. 

 

 

Micro Moth Melancholy  

Twas the night before Christmas, a trainee dreams of micros. 
The cold and snows have arrived, exacerbating his woes. 
The micros have all disappeared, deep in winter slumber. 
No moths had he seen, but for a Scarce Umber.  
The summer brockeelas and lacunanas, all gone. 
A spring anew he must wait; it seemed so long. 
Could it be a Hedya or an Apotomis? 
Oh the ID headaches, did he miss! 
The bogs are more empty without a margaritella, 
No signs on the birch, of Epinotia ramella. 
Lamenting the lack of an Agonopterix, 
Or the fluttering twist of a Tortrix. 
But he slept safe in the knowledge, that in the new year, 
sleeping caterpillars would awake, to bring him cheer. 
With the sun returned and the moths making their mines, 
The return of the micros was a matter of time. 
But for now he would have to make do, 
With an occasional December Moth, or two. 
And while the rest of the world sleeps, awaiting St Nick; 
This trainee thinks of his mentor, taking the mick.  

by Ross McIlwrath 

  _____________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

Acleris hyemana at Sergeantlaw Moss 

©Melissa Shaw 

Agonopterix ocellana at Sergeantlaw Moss 

©Melissa Shaw 

mailto:rmcilwrath@butterfly-conservation.org
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Conservation News 

It’s been a bumper year for Moths! 
The weather pattern through this year has been exceptional and the unusual conditions appear to have  
suited our moths. Remember the warm, dry spring with little or no rain in April and May, and on 25thMay 2017 
we had the warmest Mayday on record. Then in June the rain arrived, more than normal, and more still in 
August and September, upsetting the farmers. Finally, we enjoyed a remarkable long autumn. The effect was 
that the grass kept growing and the flowers kept flowering, right into November - until just a few days ago 
there were still leaves on the oaks and sycamores. 
 
So, how did the moths fair against this strange weather pattern? I live near Auchtertool in Fife, 4 miles inland 
from the sea with a nice view of the Fife countryside (see www/puddledubnature.com; Grid Ref. NT28). My 
two 125w MV moth traps have been in almost continual use through 2017 (no less than 196 trapping days!). 
Each morning it is a routine: all moths are quickly counted, identified and then released, away from the risk 
posed by birds. This recording provides an almost complete seasonal profile of insect abundance, reflecting 
the state of wild food plants on which the larvae depend. 
 
The striking result is that 2017 produced a record number of moths – almost 20,000 across the full year. This 
included over 200 macro-moth species. The mass count is 35% up on any previous year, since 2009 when 
the project started. There were new records for nightly catches in each month from May to October. For  
example, the exceptional warm spell in late May produced a wonderful 228 moths with 54 different macro 
species; this was nice since many of the species were new for the summer season. In August there was a 
mind-numbing 928 moths to count one morning. The notorious Large Yellow Underwings were on the wing at 
harvest time – chaotic with little space inside the traps for the insects to rest. 
 
It was not just numbers, but there were interesting new species to see. Having recorded moths on this spot 
for 9 seasons, are there any more treasures to find? – indeed yes! 2017 produced 13 new macro-moth  
species for our home list that is now approaching the magic 300 species, ‘good’ for a Scottish east coast site. 
The new moths were: Phoenix, Valerian Pug, Juniper Pug, Seraphim, Satin Beauty, Bedstraw Hawkmoth 
(see related article), Buff Footman, Dotted Rustic, Pearly Underwing, Chamomile Shark, Dark Brocade,  
Orange Sallow and Silky Wainscot. The occurrence of Silky Wainscot, and Marsh Pug for last year, is  
particularly rewarding:  it indicates that these rare moths may have colonized our wetland reserve. Also, 
there were more migratory species than normal indicating the southern winds had encouraged a global 
movement of moths in 2017. 
 
My thanks go to David Bryant and George Guthrie 
for help with the moth census work. We have been 
busy elsewhere in Scotland at Coaltown of  
Balgonie and Tentsmuir in Fife, and Coignafearn in 
Inverness-shire, and we confirmed a widespread 
abundance of moths for the year. Early in the  
season, George joined me on a memorable trip to 
the heather moorland at Moss Morran:  in our bag 
we had a pheromone lure for the Emperor Moth. 
Remarkably, from nowhere the beautiful male  
Emperor Moths started arriving – even before the 
chemical was removed from its plastic container. It 
was a spectacle of colour (see Figure 1). Moth-ing 
is like this, full of surprises. Without our beloved 
MV moth traps and other devices we could easily 
miss many fascinating events. 

 

Gerald Lincoln 

 

 

_________________________________________________________________________ 

Figure 1: Male Emperor Moths competing at a female 
pheromone lure placed in the heather at Moss Morran in 
Fife on 9th May 2017; at least 30 individuals appeared 
from nowhere making a colorful spectacle. Adult moths 
are mostly hidden from view. 
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HARK THOSE HERALDS! 
by Katty Baird and Mark Cubitt 

 

Christmas. What better time for a quick Hark about Heralds and a plea for winter records of this moth. 
 
As some of you will know, we spent many happy days last winter in the dark caverns and culverts of south 
east Scotland looking for overwintering Heralds and Tissues. We also launched a Scotland-wide Hibernating 
Herald survey to try to get records of these moths from 'everywhere in Scotland'.  Many thanks to everyone 
who contributed. In total the 2016/17 survey counted just over 2000 Heralds (which has done strange things 
to the long term abundance data of this species!).  
 
This year we are doing it all again. 
 
 

The map shows last year's data and the many parts of Scotland still with gaps (dots are Herald sites; stars 
are Tissue sites).  So, if you have the time and inclination over the next few months then we would love some  
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more records, especially from these unrecorded areas.  Basically  
anywhere dark and sheltered is worth a look. You'll need a torch,  
ideally a reasonably good one. We would be pleased to offer  
guidance/suggestions of places to try if needed.  Heralds are more 
likely, but for those seeking a greater challenge or reward, then there 
is always the chance of a Tissue... 
 
You can get a flavour of what we've been up to from the Hibernating 
Herald Facebook page www.facebook.com/hibernatingheralds/. 
There is also all the information you need on the East Scotland 
Branch website:  
www.eastscotland-butterflies.org.uk/mothsurveys.html   
And if you have any questions you can contact us at:  
hibernatingheralds@eastscotland-butterflies.org.uk 
 
The Hibernating Herald project is, in part, about getting others  
involved, so please spread the word and encourage friends and  
family to join in. Just imagine all the fun you could have over the  
festive period!  
 
The small print: Some of these places are dangerous so do take  
appropriate precautions.  Bats can hibernate in similar places and you should not visit a known bat  
hibernacula without a licence.  If you inadvertently come across bats, you should leave the site and the local bat group 
will be pleased to receive any records. More details can be found on Bat Conservation Trust’s  
website:  www.bats.org.uk/pages/local_bat_groups.html  

 
  _____________________________________________________________________________________ 
 

Highland Branch 
New Butterfly Recorder(s) Wanted 
After 21 years of being Highland Butterfly Recorder, David Barbour is relinquishing this position, so we are 
now looking for someone to take over as Butterfly Recorder for Highland and Moray for the 2018 season  
onwards. This voluntary post entails:  

 encouraging folk to collect and send in butterfly records  

 validating butterfly records 

 entering records onto a computer database 

sending records to BC Head Office at intervals to be included in the UK database 

If you would like to be considered for this position or wish to chat it over, please e-mail Pete Moore, Highland 
Branch Chairman at tonuptwitcher@gmail.com   If you feel that all of Highland and Moray would be too much 
to cope with but wouldn’t mind taking on one or more of the Vice Counties, then please also e-mail Pete. 

 

 

 

   ____________________________________________________________________________________ 

http://www.facebook.com/hibernatingheralds/
http://www.eastscotland-butterflies.org.uk/mothsurveys.html
mailto:hibernatingheralds@eastscotland-butterflies.org.uk
mailto:tonuptwitcher@gmail.com
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The Old Ladies of North Berwick 
by Katty Baird 

One afternoon in the beginning of August, I chanced upon twelve Old Ladies in North Berwick.   
Unremarkable perhaps, given the town’s demographics. They were nestled together in small groups and  
hiding in a dark, damp culvert. This was an exciting and thrilling find (for me at least) and according to  
available statistics, possibly the largest such gathering yet recorded in Scotland!  Of course I’m not referring 
to the sort of Old Lady that I look forward to becoming someday soon, but instead an impressive species of 
moth. Based solely on its name (as good a reason as any), it was a moth I had been wanting to see for some 
time so to discover it on my doorstep was fantastic.  
 
The name “Old Lady” is believed to derive from the wing markings that look a bit like the shawl that old ladies 
might once have worn. In Latin it is called Mormo maura: In Greek mythology Mormo was a spirit who bit bad 
children and maura probably derives from Latin or Greek words for dark.  Not necessarily a kind old lady 
then. 
 
They are on the wing in July and August and rest up by day in dark places such as outbuildings, tunnels and 
bird boxes.  The moth is found through much of the UK, usually in damp places by streams and rivers, but it 
seems it is never numerous.  This might in part be a reflection of the fact they are not readily attracted to light, 
the method most often used by moth enthusiasts to record species.  Also, I suppose not many people visit 
dark culverts; those that do almost certainly won’t be looking for moths.  As with many species of insect which 
are neither ‘of conservation concern’ nor ‘an economic pest’ I could find very little information about their  
habits or ecology.  So, using small dabs of paint to identify individuals, and visiting the culvert regularly both 
day and night, I endeavoured to learn a bit more about our North Berwick Old Ladies.  
 
Without going into too much tedious detail, I can report that females ‘called’ to attract males around dusk and 
mating also took place in the culvert around this time. Sometimes individuals didn’t go out for the night, but 
stayed in the same spot until the following night. Some individuals weren’t found in the culvert every day, so 
presumably they use other daytime roosting spots. The longest period over which I recorded one individual 
was two weeks. I found no evidence of sherry or bingo. 
 
By the third week of August it was all over, and I haven’t seen an Old Lady since.  But I look forward to ac-
quainting myself with their offspring next year.   
    
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  _____________________________________________________________________________________                                                                                
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Some Small Heath Surprises      

On 11 May 2017 I paid my first recording visit of the year to a site with a long-standing but small and  
vulnerable colony of the Northern Brown Argus Aricia artaxerxes at Coldingham on the Berwickshire coast. It 
was too early in the year for this butterfly to be on the wing, but I was pleased to come across some Small 
Heath Coenonympha pamphilus  - unexpectedly early this far north and I took a few pictures of one of these. 
On examining the pictures later I was surprised to see that the butterfly had a double eye-spot on the  
underside of the forewing instead of the usual single spot; on the following visit (25 May) as well as some 
normal Small Heath there was a second with a double eye-spot.     
 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Small Heath aberrations - 11 May 2017 (left) and 25 May 2017 (right) 

These findings led me to seek out information on aberrations of the Small Heath. Looking through many 
printed publications going back to the late nineteenth century there is almost no mention of Small Heath  
aberrations, the only exception being South in 'The Butterflies of the British Isles' (1921 edition), where he 
devotes over half a page to the subject but does not include variations with a double eye-spot. In the revised 
and updated version of this book by T G Howarth (1973) the text remains almost identical, but a double  
eye-spot aberration is shown in one of the figures - labelled ab. bipupillata. 

My next stop was the excellent UK Butterflies website run by Peter Eeles http://www.ukbutterflies.co.uk  
which includes aberrations of all species. Here I learned that a remarkable 74 different aberrations of the 
Small Heath have been named and the website gives both very useful descriptions of these (plus the original 
references) along with several photos, three of which do have double eye-spots. The two individuals I found 
are subtly different from each other - that on 11 May has the two eye-spots fused while the later one has 
them separate. So when checking against all the definitions of the aberrations I have come to the conclusion 
that mine might be: 

 ab. bipupillata where the spots are fused together 
 ab. biocellata where they are separate 

I say might be because the three pictures on the UK Butterflies website which show double spots, along with 
my two, suggest that there is a gradation of aberrations from those with clearly separate spots to those with 
clearly fused ones. And further confusion is added when looking at specimens from the Natural History  
Museum http://data.nhm.ac.uk and elsewhere, for example http://www.britishbutterflyaberrations.co.uk where 
the labelling of specimens does not match the definitions given. 

Peter Eeles has also written a lengthy and very informative article on variation in British butterflies which can 
be found on his website and in it he poses the question 'Why should we care about variation?' The main  
reason he gives is that he believes that 'we have a responsibility to not only save threatened species, but  
also the variations that stem from the same gene pool, not least because some of these are potentially 
"species in the making" and rightly deserve our protection.' As an illustration he refers to the sub-species of 
the Large Copper Lycaena dispar ssp. dispar which was endemic to Britain but was lost by about 1865 as a 
consequence of fenland drainage and goes on to say 'This subspecies is gone for good and is never coming 
back.' 

So a couple of interesting surprises which make one think beyond just regarding them as oddities. 

Barry Prater 

http://www.ukbutterflies.co.uk
http://data.nhm.ac.uk
http://www.britishbutterflyaberrations.co.uk
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New Moth for Fife - a personal story 
This is a female Bedstraw Hawkmoth, Hyles gallii that was caught in a moth trap at Puddledub, near  
Auchtertool in Fife, on 22 July 2017. It’s a large (38mm) migrant hawkmoth from the continent seldom seen 
in mainland Scotland (Photo 1). It was possibly brought here by warm southerly winds. The rare moth was 
kept overnight in a large container with plants, and then after a visit to the Kinghorn Ecology Centre in the 
morning for viewing, was released unharmed.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
To our delight, the female obligingly laid a batch of 16 tiny green eggs on leaves of fuschia placed in its  
container (Photo 2). The larvae are said to feed on bedstraw, willowherb and fuschia. George Guthrie from 
Cardenden keenly volunteered to take charge of the 
eggs. He has reared many hundreds of butterflies and 
moths through their life cycles for conservation, so the 
eggs were in expert hands. But, what a challenge! 
 
A few weeks later the eggs hatched into the tiniest of 
transparent babies just visible to the naked eye (Photo 
3). New leaves of fuschia were provided daily, with 
care of humidity and warmth. By September, the wee  

 
 
ones were over a month old. George could now confirm 
that they were indeed Bedstraw Hawkmoth caterpillars 
with a dark body and yellow spots, and a conspicuous 
tail - the hawkmoth trait. 
 
Now in October, the nestlings have grown into giants 
with menacing red, mobile tails said to confuse bird 
predators (Photo 4, 6cm larva).  Several have already     

 

Photo 1. Adult Bedstraw Hawkmoth caught in a MV moth trap on 22 July at Auchtertool (NT28), Fife. 

Photo 2. Eggs of Bedstraw Hawkmoth laid on fuschia; note their    

tiny size for such a large moth. 

Photo 3. Day-old Bedstraw Hawkmoth larva. 
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buried themselves beneath the soil and pupated. The 
aim is to keep them safe from frost but not to speed 
up the life cycle. We want the moths in due course to 
safely leave Fife and continue on their memorable  
migration – perhaps making it back home. 
 
In the spring we hope to be able to bring a newly 
emerged, perfect adult moth offspring, back to the 
Ecology Centre for all to see. With the complete life 
cycle recorded, George must be eligible for a special 
award. 
 
Gerald Lincoln  
Kirkton Cottages, Auchtertool, Fife, KY2 5XQ. 
www.puddledub.org 
 

 

 

 __________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

 

New Vice-county Moth Recorders 
We are very pleased to announce that the following three people; Martin Culshaw (VC86), David Bryant 
(VC87) and Alan Kerr (VC99) have kindly stepped in to take over the role of Vice County Moth Recorder for 
the three VCs formerly overseen by John Knowler, and would therefore welcome any records from their re-
spective VCs. 

 

VC86 Stirlingshire  
Martin Culshaw  
Email: martinculshaw121@btinternet.com 
 

VC87 West Perthshire 
David Bryant 
Email: wperthshire87@btinternet.com 
 

VC99 Dunbartonshire 
Alan Kerr, 29 McGregor Drive, Dumbarton, G82 3JZ 
Email: alanskerr@blueyonder.co.uk 

 
 

 

 

 ______________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

 

 

 

Photo 4. Fully grown Bedstraw Hawkmoth larva with its unique 
yellow spots and red tail - 6 larvae are now pupated under the 

soil. 

mailto:martinculshaw121@btinternet.com
mailto:wperthshire87@btinternet.com
mailto:alanskerr@blueyonder.co.uk
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New Fence for the New Forest Burnet 
 
 

 

The New Forest Burnet is only known in the UK 
from a single colony on the west coast of Scotland, 
following its extinction in England in 1927.   
Conservation efforts at the site have focused on 
excluding sheep and resulted in the population in-
creasing from c20 in the 1990’s to peak at c12,500 
in 2012.   

 
 
 
 
                                  
                                                                                                                New Forest Burnet  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Highland Branch volunteers digging out the fence in summer 2015 

However, in the winter season of 2014/2015 the fence surrounding the site was breached by land-slips and 
falling boulders that enabled sheep access to the colony.  In the summer of 2015 emergency fence repairs 
were undertaken by volunteers from BCS’s Highland Branch and the sheep again excluded, only for further 
damage to the fence and ingress of sheep the following winter.  The original fence was in very poor state with 
many loose and broken posts, snapped and brittle wires and it was deemed no longer viable to continue with 
further maintenance and repairs.  A new fence was required!  Far easier said than done, on this very remote 
and incredibly steep terrain, even finding a fencing contractor to provide a quote and willing to do the work 
proved difficult.  Until that is we found Seumas MacNeil from Acharacle!   
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Seumas bundling up 900m of fencing material ready for delivery to site by helicopter 

The materials were transported to site by helicopter in ten bundles.  The new fence has been erected on the 
inside of the existing one in the hope that it will provide some protection by catching debris from any future 
landslips.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

It is very pleasing and exciting, therefore, to be able to announce that Seumas has now completed the fence 
– a phenomenal effort given the remoteness, difficult terrain and weather conditions. 

Moth numbers increased in 2017 after two very poor seasons due to the sheep and inclement weather but 
there is still a long way to go before the highs of 2012 are reached.  Hopefully the fence will last for many 
years and thus contribute to the conservation of one of the UK’s rarest moths. 

Butterfly Conservation Scotland would like to thank Seumas for his outstanding work, as well as the co-
operation of the landowner and their neighbour.  We are also very grateful to EB Scotland who funded the 
fence via the Scottish Communities Landfill Fund and all Butterfly Conservation Scotland volunteers who 
have helped directly by repairing the fence and/or monitoring the moth, as well as those who contributed 
funding. 

Tom Prescott 
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Survey Updates 
 

2017 Orange-tip Survey 
2017 marks the 20 year anniversary of Butterfly  
Conservation Scotland’s first Orange-tip butterfly  
survey. That first survey was repeated ten years later 
in 2007 and found that Orange-tips had expanded 
throughout much of the Highlands but hadn’t yet 
reached the most northerly parts and some of the  
islands. Since then Orange-tips have been recorded 
from more islands and from the north coast, but there 
are still significant gaps.  
 
This year we ran our third Scottish Orange-tip Survey, 

both online and by asking people to return postcards 

when they had seen one.  We are delighted to have 

received almost 1000 records from this year’s survey  

so thank you very much to everyone who took part!  The records have now been sent to the Recorders and a 

Survey Report will be produced as soon as possible. 

 

 

                                            

 

 

                                                             

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

             Orange-tip by Iain H Leach 


