
 

 

For the first time, a report 
by BC provides solid evi-
dence that projects aimed 
at conserving butterflies 
and moths at a landscape-
scale have enabled threat-
ened species to flourish. 

A landscape-scale ap-
proach works by improving 
and connecting land for 
wildlife by the coordinated 
management of numerous 
sites across a large natural 
area. Measures to con-
serve rare Lepidoptera 
have also helped other 
threatened species and 
habitats. 

For over a decade, BC has 
adopted a landscape-scale 

approach, by conserving 
existing habitats more ef-
fectively and linking them 
with newly restored habi-
tats. This combination of 
targeted management and 
restoration has allowed 
species to flourish in each 
of the 12 landscapes cov-
ered in the report. Many of 
these are woodland land-
scapes, including Wyre 
Forest in the West Mid-

This covers a wide range 
of forest types, from  
coastal sandy forests 
(Pembrey and Harlech) 
through limestone woods 
in south-east Wales 
(Hendre and Slade 
Woods) to an upland 
spruce forest in North 
Wales (Clocaenog and 
The Alwens). 

Habitat management has 
been carried out on many 
sites and we are starting 
to see encouraging re-
sponses from the target 
species. We hope that by 
sharing these results with 
a wider FCW audience we 

will help ensure that these  
threatened insects can  
thrive in our Welsh wood-
lands.   

lands, where the number of 
Pearl-bordered Fritillary 
colonies has doubled in ten 
years thanks to targeted 
woodland management. 
The report can be downloaded 
f r o m :  h t t p : / / b u t t e r f l y -
conservation.org/files/landscape-
scale-conservation-for-butterflies-
and-moths-low-resolution.pdf 

Landscape Conservation Review published 

Welcome to the second 
issue of Forest Fliers! This 
email newsletter is about 
the joint working between 
Butterfly Conservation 
(BC) and Forestry Com-
mission Wales (FCW) to 
help conserve threatened 
butterflies and moths on 
FCW land. 

The main aim of this 
newsletter is to highlight 
progress on a number of 
FCW managed sites which 
support some of our rare 
Lepidoptera. In this issue 
we summarise the work 
which has taken place 
over the last two years. 

Issue: 2 

Forest Fliers 
Work ing  together  to  conserve  Lep idop tera  on  Fores t r y  Commiss ion  land  in  Wales  

Special points of 

interest: 

• Butterflies and moths 
are one of the most 
threatened wildlife 
groups on FCW man-
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and moths. 

• Survey and monitoring  
is the foundation of con-
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The state of Wales’s 
woodland moths 

2 

Pembrey Forest –
Partnership helps 
butterflies! 

3 

Slade Wood – return 
of the Drab Looper! 

3 

Hendre Wood – get-
ting connected! 

3 

Harlech Forest – 
Dingy Skipper 
bounces back! 

4 

Clocaenog Forest –
letting in light! 

4 

Glastir Woodlands 5 

Woodland first aid for 
Drab Looper 

5 

Website and key  
contacts 

6 

Inside this issue:  

The good work continues... 

2012/2013 

Pearl-bordered Fritillary (Tom Knight) 

Wood Tiger moth, Clocaenog Forest 



 

 

some of our Welsh woodland 
moths have increased over the 
last 40 years. Many of these are 
‘Footman’ moths, which feed on 
lichens as caterpillars and have 
benefitted from cleaner air. 
Some conifer-feeding species 

have also done well, such as 
the Satin Beauty and Spruce 
Carpet. 

The last 40 years has also seen 
an unprecedented influx of new 
moth species to Britain. Twenty 
seven species have colonised 
Britain since the year 2000 and 
some of these are now moving 
into Wales from southern Eng-
land. Climate change is seen as 
a major driver for these new 
colonisers as conditions be-
come more suitable for conti-
nental species. 

The report can be downloaded from: http://
butterfly-conservation.org/files/1.state-of-
britains-larger-moths-2013-report.pdf 

clining species are moths of 
farmland and gardens, such as 
the V-moth, which feeds on 
currant bushes. However, 
woodland moths have not es-
caped unscathed. The ‘Thorns’ 
are some of our most beautiful 
woodland moths, and three 
Welsh species, the Dusky, Lu-
nar and September Thorns, 
have declined severely. These 
species feed on broadleaved 
trees and the reasons for their 
decline are unknown. 

Moths are key indicator species 
for assessing the health of the 
environment. The declines 
could have a knock-on effect 
for plant pollination and animals 
reliant on moths for food, such 
as garden and woodland birds, 
bats and mammals. 

“The severe declines of once 
common moths are a damning 
indictment of how recent hu-
man activity has devastated our 
native wildlife”. Richard Fox, 
Butterfly Conservation Surveys 
Manager 

Thankfully it isn’t all bad news: 

The State of Wales’ Woodland Moths 

The abundance of the UK’s lar-
ger moths has crashed during 
the past 40 years, a recent re-
port has revealed. 

The State of Britain’s Larger 
Moths 2013, by Butterfly Con-
servation and Rothamsted Re-
search, revealed that two-thirds 
of common and widespread 
larger species (macro-moths) 
declined in recent decades. 
The losses in abundance were 
much greater in the southern 
half of Britain, including Wales, 
than the north. Ongoing habitat 
loss and the deteriorating con-
dition of the countryside are 
believed to be the major factors 
behind these declines. 

The study found that three spe-
cies had become extinct in re-
cent years. One of these is the 
Orange Upperwing, an oak-
feeding species last seen at a 
Ceredigion woodland in 1994. 

Many of the most severely de-
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Dusky Thorn - declining 

Lunar Thorn - 
declining 

Scarce Footman - increasing 



 

 

A three-way partnership between 
FCW, BC and The Conservation 
Volunteers is starting to bring 
benefits for butterflies at Pembrey 
Forest. Joint working is delivering 
targeted management and equip-
ping volunteers with key skills. 

Management of the ‘Butterfly Ride’ 

has continued, by coppicing 
trees and cutting grassland on 
a two-year rotation. Scrub 
clearance is also being under-
taken on remnant sand dunes 
elsewhere in the forest, to in-
crease breeding habitat for key 
butterflies. 

Annual monitoring of butterfly 
populations shows encourag-
ing signs. The Small Blue had 
been declining, but this decline 
was halted in 2012. The cater-
pillars feed on Kidney Vetch, 
which has recolonised sandy ar-
eas cleared of scrub. The popula-
tion of Grizzled Skipper is increas-
ing and Dingy Skipper is wide-

spread throughout the forest.  

Further work will help secure the 
future of these three species at 
Pembrey. 

The aim is to allow Drab 
Looper to move around the 
forest by connecting up 
breeding areas. A three-
year management plan has 
also been drawn up. 

It is too early to see 
whether Drab Looper has 
benefitted from the work, 
but butterfly orchids have 
colonised one of the 
cleared patches. 

Hendre Wood is the main 
Welsh stronghold of the Drab 
Looper. Its survival in the for-
est hinges on maintaining 
Wood Spurge growing in shel-
tered, well-connected areas.  

In 2012, over 1km of forest 
rides and tracks were man-
aged by FCW, contractors and 
BC volunteers, thanks partly to 
an Environment Wales grant. 

Slade Wood - return of the Drab Looper!  

Butterfly Conservation and Forestry Commission Wale s 
— working together 

Hendre Wood - getting connected! 

the foodplant of Drab Looper cat-
erpillars, to thrive in sheltered 
sunny conditions.   

Scrub clearance work to open up 
tracks and rides elsewhere in the 
wood are due to begin next winter. 
This will create more habitat for 
the Drab Looper, and should also 
benefit the Dingy Skipper, Grizzled 
Skipper and White Admiral butter-
flies. 

The rare Drab Looper moth has 
made a welcome return to Slade 
Wood, near Newport. Two of the 
moths were recorded during BC 
surveys in 2011, following an ab-
sence of almost 30 years! 

One of the moths was seen in an 
old quarry, where scrub has been 
cleared by Magor Explorer Scouts 
and The Conservation Volunteers. 
This has allowed Wood Spurge, 
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Pembrey Forest - partnership helps butterflies! 

Small Blue butterfly at Pembrey 

Kidney Vetch flowering on sand dune cleared of 
scrub. 

Butterfly  Orchid 

Drab Looper moth 

Ride-side bank cleared of scrub 



 

 

Our research has shown that the 
sites are linked by occasional 
movements,  which confirms the 
butterfly is operating across the 
forest landscape as a whole. BC 
and FCW are working together to 

keep this dynamic network 
functioning. 

Management is under-
taken annually to maintain 
site quality and to keep 
the sites connected. Each 
winter, several sites within 
the network are cleared of 
invading scrub to prevent 
them getting too shady, 
and to allow the butterfly’s 
foodplant, Marsh Violet, to 
flourish. Streamside corri-
dors between the sites 
have also been cleared to 
link up some of the habitat 

patches. 

Annual counts of the butterfly 
show how well it has responded to 
management work. Populations 

have increased at all sites man-
aged since winter 2009-2010, 
whereas numbers have declined 
at sites which have yet to be man-
aged. 

These results demonstrate that it 
is critical to continue the manage-
ment work, to ensure habitat qual-
ity remains high and a robust 
population of Small Pearl-bordered 
Fritillary is maintained. 

The Small Pearl-bordered Fritillary 
butterfly has been studied for 
twelve years in this large upland 
spruce plantation, to help under-
stand how it responds to forest 
management at a landscape 
scale.  

The butterfly occurs at over 50 
separate sites in the Clocaenog 
and Alwens forest area. Most are 
streamside corridors, but a few 
clearfell areas are also occupied. 

Targeted habitat management at 
Harlech Forest is starting to reap 
rewards for the Dingy Skipper but-
terfly at its only site in Merioneth-
shire. 

Rotational trackside management, 
conifer removal and scrub clear-

ance over several years have im-
proved breeding habitat and con-
nected these areas to help the 
Dingy Skipper spread through the 
forest. In some areas, trial ground 
scarification has helped establish-
ment of the butterfly’s foodplant, 
Bird’s-foot Trefoil. 

Annual monitoring of Dingy Skip-
pers at Harlech is carried out by 
BC volunteer Helen Bantock, us-
ing a butterfly transect. In 2011, 
the total number of Dingy Skippers 
recorded was the highest since 
monitoring started in 2007. Num-
bers fell back in 2012 due to poor 
weather, but encouragingly the 
butterfly was recorded in good 
numbers in two areas where man-

agement has taken place. These 
areas formerly supported only 
small numbers of the butterfly, and 
the increase demonstrates that 
habitat management is working. 

Management and monitoring will 
continue to the future. 

Clocaenog Forest - letting in light! 

Harlech Forest - Dingy Skipper bounces back! 
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Dingy Skipper (Maggie James / Ffos Las) 

Discussing management at Harlech Forest 

Small Pearl-bordered Fritillary 

Recent tree removal along a streamside 
corridor at Clocaenog 



 

 

In 2012 Glastir, the Welsh agri-
environment scheme, began oper-
ating. One of the five aspects of 
Glastir is the ‘Woodlands Ele-
ment’, which is administered by 
FCW and is designed to support 
the management of existing 
woods, as well as the creation of 
new woodland. 

The Woodlands Element is de-
signed to benefit a range of wood-
land species, as well as habitats, 
soils and water. BC have worked 
with FCW to draw up a list of 
threatened Lepidoptera which 
should benefit from Glastir wood-
land management prescriptions. 
These include management of 
rides, glades and woodland edges, 
rotational management of wood-
land blocks (including coppicing), 

continuous cover management 
and mature tree retention. 

Many of the listed butterflies will 
benefit from opening up shady 
woodlands and through manage-
ment of the woodland edge. For 
example, the Brown Hairstreak 
lays its eggs on young Blackthorn 
growing in sunny, sheltered situa-
tions. The butterfly will benefit from 

measures to open up woodland 
rides and increase Blackthorn at 
woodland edges. This species 
also needs mature trees, as adult 
butterflies congregate in the can-
opy. Retention of these trees, par-
ticularly at the woodland edge, will 
therefore also help this species. 

Many of the Glastir moths also 
require mature trees, as well as 
management to open up the can-
opy to allow establishment of food-
plants. Species expected to bene-
fit from this continuous cover man-
agement include September 
Thorn, Dusky Thorn, Oak Lut-
estring and Centre-barred Sallow. 
Some of these were highlighted on 
Page 2 as rapidly declining spe-
cies; we hope Glastir Woodlands 
will help improve their fortunes. 

Glastir to help woodland butterflies and moths 
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Woodland first aid for rare Drab Looper moth 

Bangor University student Joel 
Walley selected a Drab Looper 
project with BCW as the focus of 
his Masters thesis in 2011. The 
aim was to help identify the type of 
conditions we need to create for 
this rare moth to prosper. 

The study compared conditions in 
FCW’s Hendre Wood, near Mon-
mouth, with those at Haugh Wood, 
a Forestry Commission England 
site near Hereford. The manage-
ment at Haugh Wood has been 
ideal for Drab Looper, while at 
Hendre Wood emergency man-
agement work over the last two 
years has been needed to stop the 
decline of the moth at this key 
Welsh site. 

Joel did his fieldwork while living in 
a converted ambulance. This en-
abled him to take advantage of the 
best weather conditions when 
looking for this day-flying moth and 
while he measured key features of 
the woodlands to assess why 

moth numbers were better at 
Haugh Wood than Hendre Wood.  

After a considerable amount of 
fieldwork, covering 42km of wood-
land tracks and rides and seeing 
88 Drab Looper, Joel identified the 
conditions where the moth was 
most likely to be found. 

The moth favours sunny, open  
rides with a substantial scrub edge 
extending over 10 metres from the 
ride edge to the mature trees be-
yond. The larval foodplant, Wood 

Spurge, also needs to be present. 
A scrubby edge indicates a broad 
belt of rotationally-managed vege-
tation. The reason for fewer Drab 
Loopers at Hendre was that there 
is more than three times the length 
of shaded, closed canopy rides 
than at Haugh Wood.  

Joel recommends creating more 
open, sunny areas along east-
west rides at Hendre Wood, for 
example by clearing deep scallops 
on both sides of woodland rides, 
and leaving regrowth until it has 
become too impenetrable for a 
person to enter.  

Wood Spurge (Joel Walley) 

Good Drab Looper habitat (Joel Walley) 

Brown Hairstreak (Mike Clark) 



 

 

The new Butterfly Conservation website was 
launched in December 2012. The revamped web-
site contains all the information about butterflies, 
moths and their conservation which was found on 
the old website, but is easier to navigate and has 
some new features. One of these is a news blog, 
with information about the latest developments in 
butterfly and moth recording and conservation. 

The Wales section of the website now contains a 
topical feature on ’species to look for’, with infor-
mation on species you might encounter in Wales. 
This will be updated as the seasons change to 
reflect what is currently flying. There is information 
about our two reserves, Caeau Ffos Fach in Car-
marthenshire and Eyarth Rocks in Denbighshire, 
both of which are open to the public. 

There is also a section where you can download 
pdfs of our leaflets about notable butterfly and 
moth species in Wales, as well as our annual 
newsletters. 

All the information on the website will be made 
bilingual in the near future. 

 

The main Butterfly Conservation website can be 
found at: 

http://www.butterfly-conservation.org  

For further information about the work of Butterfly Con-
servation on butterflies and moths on Forestry Com-
mission land in Wales please contact: 

Butterfly Conservation Wales : 01972 642972, 
info@butterflyconservationwales.org.uk 

Forestry Commission Wales: 0300 068 0300, Iolo 
Lloyd (Iolo.lloyd@forestry.gsi.gov.uk) or Chris Tucker 
(Chris.Tucker@forestry.gsi.gov.uk)  

Forest District Contacts:  

Conservation and Heritage Managers 

Coed y Mynydd Forest District: Martin Gould 

Coed y Gororau Forest District: Iolo Lloyd 

Coed y Cymoedd Forest District: Rosalind Codd 

Coed y Llanymddyfri Forest District: James Tinney 

About Butterfly Conservation 

Butterfly Conservation is the largest conservation 
charity in Europe with nearly 20,000 members in the 
UK.  Its aim is the conservation of butterflies, moths 
and our environment. 

It runs conservation programmes on over 100 threat-
ened species of butterfly and moth as well as world 
leading recording and monitoring programmes.  Fur-
ther information www.butterfly-conservation.org  

Key Contacts for BC and FCW  

Butterfly Conservation. Company limited by guarantee, registered in Eng-
land (2206468). Registered Office: Manor Yard, East Lulworth, Wareham, 
Dorset. BH20 5QP. Charity registered in England and Wales (254937) and 
in Scotland (SCO39268). 

The Wales section of the website is at: 

http://www.butterfly-conservation.org/wales  

 

 

New Butterfly Conservation website goes live! 
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