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“FRITS ABOUT, 2014 – No. 5” 
(103 new reports in this edition)  

 

 
MF larval webs searches: volunteers searching fields at Caeau Ffos Fach, near Cross Hands on 16th Sept 

. 

 
Webs and Devil’s Bit Scabious at Seven 

Sisters in Neath Port Talbot on 11th Sept. All 
photos by RGS. 
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Dear all, 
 
As the good weather continues, the summer of 2014 seems possibly to be one to be 

remembered for making history for Fritillaries in Wales. Temperatures this week have 

been in the mid-twenties and SWFs still being seen flying in Carms last week, albeit a bit 

tatty. It contrasts strongly with summer 2012, when we may reasonably have considered 

whether, and if so how long before, our scarcer butterflies recover. For some the answers 

started in 2013, with remarkable signs of recovery for Marsh & High Brown Fritillary in 

particular. We can only try to get habitat secured and managed right, then let weather do 

the numbers, but without the first, we don’t even get to the second. 
 

This year seems mostly to be very good news. Many smaller marsh fritillary sites or indeed 

metapopulations have had long awaited increases e.g. Seven Sisters and Rhos Tonyrefail, 

whereas others have shown even further strength than previously - like Gower Commons, 

Heads of Valleys, Mynydd Mawr, Ystradgynlais, Castlemartin, Puncheston and 

Blaencleddau. Yet in North Wales, despite record webs at Harlech, there seem to be too 

many uncertainties about ensuring the right management to be confident of the longer 

term of the NW part of its Wales distribution. Hopefully, I’ll be proved wrong here! 
 

HBFs had another great year in the Vale of Glamorgan. Plans are afoot to try to expand 

habitat still further, and rise to the challenge of increasing management and even new 

sites, in a changing and challenging funding climate. 
 

As always, contributions are very welcome – but don’t forget to send in your records to 

county recorders as well.  
 

1. Pearl-bordered Fritillary (0) reports 
 

2. Small Pearl-bordered Fritillary (9) reports 
 

Most of the reports are from Gwent, where the local group’s newsletter comes out at the end of each 

month, so includes June & July, but missed last “Frits About”.  

 

Carmarthenshire (VC44) 
 

12th June: 1 SPBF - on `nice bit of M24 pasture`in Cilycwm SN740396 (Neil Matthew) 
 

Monmouthshire (VC35) 
 

1st June: 4 Small Pearl-bordered Fritillary at Blackrock Quarry, Clydach. (Martin Anthoney & Roger James) 

6th June:  8 Small Pearl-bordered Fritillary at Blaenserchan. (Rupert Perkins)  

9th June: Small Pearl-bordered Fritillary at Blaenserchan. (George Tordoff)  

9th June: 2 Small Pearl-bordered Fritillary at Cwm, above Marine Colliery site (Martin Anthoney)  

9th June: 10 Small Pearl-bordered Fritillary at Garden City, Ebbw Vale (Nadine Morgan) 

20th June: 2 Small Pearl-bordered Fritillary at Aneurin Bevan Stones, Ebbw Vale. (Martin Anthoney & Roger James) 

30th June: 6 Small Pearl-bordered Fritillary at Blaenserchan. (Rupert Perkins) 

16th July: A late Small Pearl-bordered Fritillary, flying at Balance Meadows, Varteg. (Steve Williams) 
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3. Marsh Fritillary (67 + 4) reports 
 

Late sightings of adults since last Frits About. There were late June sightings of both adults and eggs 

from Pembs. Added to earlier reports, there’s a feeling that adult numbers had been quite good compared to 

recent years. Also a singleton photographed at Blaenserchan in Gwent, presumably a stray (from 

Aberbargoed) as no obvious local habitat.    

 

Summary of recent larval web reports – although a few sites revealed larval webs in August, with first half 

of September reports in from across South Wales, there is much evidence of good to very good numbers, 

perhaps surprisingly higher than might be expected from adult counts. But then this shows the value of 

monitoring and/or surveying during web season as a more reliable indicator. Maybe also the relatively benign 

summer weather with good vegetation growth, has seen higher than usual survival rates of larvae? There are 

already several reports of 100+ webs from sites in Aberbargoed, Blaencleddau, Castlemartin, Gower, 

Heads of Valleys, Mynydd Mawr, Puncheston and Ystradgynlais metapopulations, with some of Carms, 

Ceredigion and North Wales results not yet available.    
   

 
 

In North Wales, despite highest web count ever at Morfa Harlech, some of the important sites brought to 

my attention seem to be inflicted with inappropriate management, either actual damage or perceived risk of 

such happening at any time. This sort of taint to efforts to monitor and protect the NW part of MF range in 

Wales, can be demoralising for all involved and it is hoped that more robust solutions can be found.  
 

Anglesey 
 

Cors Erddreiniog (Anglesey) surveillance to be undertaken on 23rd & 24th Sept. 
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Brecon Beacons National Park/Heads of Valleys/north RCT 
 

RGS had reliable reports of 29 larval webs at a small site near Hirwaun Industrial Estate. As early as 6th 

August, there were 5 very small larval webs (2 on DBScabious plants that were transplanted in 2013, and 3 

on older plants).  At least 9 adult Marsh Frits were seen flying in the area on 6th June. 

 

Nick Sharp advises that Blaen Cynon SAC web numbers were 177 (counted on 3rd & 9th Sept) this year, all 

from the Cors Bryn y Gaer fields, but two webs at Woodland Park, 10 webs at one of the satellite smaller 

sites in BBNP part of SAC, but none two others.  

 

Lucy Emery has only just started searches on sites close to Hirwaun, but already one web at Heol-y-

graig, 2 webs at another small site (for first time), several at the large private site in SN9207 (where 

BC manages habitat but main count yet to be carried out – 72 webs found on 24th Sept, but a repeat count 

of a small part of a similar site nearby on 23rd found only 25% of those found originally on 11th, so real 

numbers in Sn9207 may be up to 280 webs), 122 webs at Bryncarnau Grasslands SSSI and 361 webs at 

Dderi Hir.  
 

Caernarvonshire 
 

Andrew Graham advises: “We did count three webs from the boardwalk at Cors Gyfeleog, the other day. 

This is a very wet site and even now, with it so dry, it’s too hazardous to venture more than a few steps from 

the boardwalk. However, there is Succisa visible into the distance on both sides so there could be many webs 

out there and it may be one of the best sites nowadays. This is one site where we’ll never manage a full web 

count!” 
 

Carmarthenshire 
MYNYDD MAWR AREA 

 

From Carmel Nature Reserve, Malcolm Samuels, a regular volunteer with WTSWW, writes: “On Tuesday 

(12th Sept) we did a Marsh Fritillary larval web search on the site and I found one on a south-facing 

unimproved grassland slope. It's not rhos pasture but myself and another guy have both seen adults on the 

site earlier this summer. The grid ref is SN5916.” 

  

A group of 9 of us, mostly volunteers, spent the day on 16th Sept carrying out the annual web count at BC’s 

Caeau Ffos Fach/Median Farm reserve in Cross Hands, with a total of 262 webs, much more evenly spread 

between all of the original CFF fields and the Median SSSI fields.  

On 18th Sept, a similar but smaller group of us, counted the webs at an agreement site on Black Lion Road, 

Cross Hands, finding 17 webs, which was up on last year. 

Amanda Evans carried out a survey at a site in Cross Hands with 3 volunteers on 11th Sept and found 9 larval 

webs. “We also found one web at a site in Upper Tumble.  Judith (Weatherburn) and I and a group of 

volunteers surveyed an area of Llyn Llech Owain Country Park on 10th Sept and didn’t find any, despite 

having seen adults flying there in the summer. We are going to try again later as Judith thinks they normally 

survey a bit later in the month”.  

Elen Hall has been working with Amanda Evans (Caeau Mynydd Mawr Project Officer) to monitor several 

sites in the area during the flight period and hopefully I can include these in Frits About. Meanwhile, Lizzie 

Wilberforce tells me that Rhos Cefn Bryn WTSWW reserve near Llannon, has had a relatively good year 

with 24 larval webs, the highest of several recent years.  

NW NPT & BRYNAMMAN (AMMAN & GORS VALLEYS) AREA 



Reminder: reports to Frits About are no substitute for actual records. However, county recorders are included in 
Frits About circulation list and will thus be alerted to look out for actual records in due course. Please therefore follow up 

in usual way. 
 

5

 

Most of SE Wales’ MF habitat potential has been systematically assessed over the last 10 years, but this 

area only received close focus late last year and this year, with 6 new 1km squares found to be occupied as 

reported in previous Frits About editions. By way of update and summary since June: 

 

One km 
square 

County MF evidence 
2014 

How many 
fields 

with MFs 

Previous 
records 

Comment 

SN6714 Carms 1 MF/SPBF in 

June  
no No Plenty of sub-optimal habitat 

SN6814 Carms no no No Plenty of sub-optimal habitat 

SN6913 Carms 2 webs 2  Yes, 1990s 5 suitable fields, 2 with webs, not 

shown on phase 1 as unimproved 

SN6914 Carms 1 web 1 2004 & 2014  

SN7010 Carms/NPT 6 webs 1 2011-14 6 webs on tiny NPT owned bit of Carms. 

(150 webs in whole site in 2013). 

SN7011 Carms/NPT 2 webs 2 2013 Occupied fields just in Carms 

SN7013 Carms/NPT 11 webs 3 1990s In 3 meadows of Ynys Dawela 

SN7014 Carms 19 webs 1 n/k South of Llandeilo Road 

SN7014 Carms 6 webs 3 n/k North of Llandeilo Road 

SN7114 Carms no no June 2014 Plenty of sub-optimal habitat 

Area Carms/NPT 47 webs 13 fields   

 

The above means 7 new 1km squares found to be occupied by MFs in 2014, around post-industrial settlements 

of Cwmgors, Gwaun-cae-Gurwen, Brynamman, Glanamman & Garnant. 

  

OTHER CARMS SITES 

 

As reported in Frits About no 4, Jen & Paul Howells saw and photographed 3 MFs on 7th June at a small 

private site, near Llanfihangel ar Arth. As a site where some BC volunteers have helped supplement their 

enthusiastic grant work for MFs and their habitat, RGS called in whilst in the area on 22nd September. 

Whilst the habitat was looking great under the conservation grazing regime, we didn’t find any webs but then 

none found earlier that day at a site nearby where 4 had been seen on 19th Sept, so probably the cold nights 

have caused larvae to hunker down tight.  

 

Our winter surveys of Brown Hairstreak eggs have led us to many chance encounters with Marsh Fritillary 

habitat over the years. Around area to north of Llandeilo, it has led us to a meadow near Penybanc and a 

private site in Taliaris in SN6629 (where Alan Clarke had a count of 6MFs on 16th June), but latest likely 

candidate was a conservation managed smallholding just 2kms to NE, near Llansadwrn in SN6831. So having 

found BH in the winter and invited back to look for MFs in June, we were delighted to be able to confirm 

11MFs, slightly past their best, across 4 fields on 13th June. We returned on 18th Sept, but were only able to 

find the remains of one larval web, after a large gang of horses had rather trampled, as much as grazed 

the habitat.  
 

Amanda Evans visited a conservation farm near Brechfa on 11th September, where there is a 6 acre field 

which has been managed as a species rich grassland for about 20 years (no nutrients, light grazing). “I found 

5 larval webs just on a quick rummage around the huge patches of Succisa growing there. We were both 

really chuffed! He is intending to graze it, as it is a requirement of his Glastir Advanced contract and will 

use 2 or 3 Shetland ponies. The field had been clobbered by about 20 cattle which broke in 2 years ago and 

hasn’t been grazed since so it was looking really nice when I saw it and I suggested that short periods of 

carefully monitored summer grazing would be best (he has a field next door which the ponies can be moved 

to if it becomes overgrazed)”. Dave Bannister did a full survey of the field on 25th Sept finding just 3 webs.  
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On the afternoon of 18th, whilst 4 of us volunteers, went to Llansadwrn, David Redhead & Dave Bannister set 

off to Alltwallis, where they were pleased to be able to report 4 webs scattered throughout the field which 

is grazed by Valli, an elephant! In case, you’re thinking otherwise, no they weren’t “Jumbo webs”, quite 

small, probably due to lateness of site where adults freshly emerged this year on 12th June at nearby 300m 

asl. 

 

 

 
 

Ceredigion (VC46) 
 

Emily Foot advises (on 25th Sept) that none found on Rhos Pil Bach L or Rhos Marion, only 2 webs found on 

Rhos Fullbrook but so far we have found 32 webs on Rhos Glyn yr Helyg and have only done half the site 

which is already a 4 fold increase on last year’s 8 webs, and in an extra field. We’ll be finishing off on 

Wednesday. 

Still awaiting reports from Rhos Llawr cwrt NNR. 
 

Monmouthshire (VC35) 
 

6th June: A Marsh Fritillary sitting on a bramble leaf at Blaenserchan. There is very little foodplant in the 

area, so presumably this is a wanderer from a colony elsewhere. (Rupert Perkins)  
 

 
 

 Karen Wilkinson advises that Mark Allen had somewhere around 173 webs at Aberbargoed - It was 

definitely 170 something! They were quite well distributed too which is good news. 

Surveyors are asked to note evidence of grazing animals – in this case elephant dung! 
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North-eastern Neath Port Talbot & Powys (Ystradgynlais metapopulation) 
 

RGS reports: On 8th September, Rhos Common area - total of 222 webs of which 7 on common; 5 in SSSI 

field (cut for hay) and 210 in our BC agreement field - latter two just in Powys by a few metres!  

Seven Sisters - total of 125 webs, on 11th September, spread 47 south of track; 58 north of track; 3 in 

development plot; 16 in "Gypsy Triangle"; 1 in a new location about 200m into forestry land on north of track 

and just 3m from edge of eastern (largest) grazing unit fence. None yet in grazing units. It took me all day 

to count these, instead of usual one hour!  

George Tordoff reports finding, on 19th Sept with Steph Coates, in Ystradgynlais – 1 web at Cae Lyndon 

and 1 web at Nant Gyrlais (just outside grazing area fence).   

 

North Wales 
 

Harlech NNR Web Surveillance (26.08.14) 

Helen Bantock and Clare Williams (BCW) recorded 245 webs on the 7 standard transects inside the 

exclosure (approx. 8% of 4ha suitable habitat in 10ha exclosure searched).  Lots of old webs with extensive 

webbing present.  It’s been a very good year for the species on this site – highest web count on the 7 

transects since their establishment in 2011.  Highest Index recorded to date on the site but the 

methodology was not standardised in these early years, although search areas where known.  Site has had no 

grazing this year with average sward height at Succisa now 13.42 cm.  Fences due to come down on 1st Oct 

when new grazing agreement commences. Andrew Graham advises that Morfa Harlech had the highest ever 

web count, although problems with sheep grazing still remain to be resolved, if the MF has a long term 

future here. 

 

Tir Stent (Snowdonia) – 17.09.14 Clare Williams spent 5 hours searching various sub sites on this complex 

site.  Only 20 webs recorded despite grazing being more apparent than previous years.  Many sub sites still 

under-grazed.  Further searches to be undertaken.  

 

Cors y Wlad (Lleyn) and Cors Erddreiniog (Anglesey) surveillance to be undertaken on 23rd & 24th Sept. 
 

Pembrokeshire 
 

Pembrokeshire Marsh Fritillary Surveillance  

Stephen and Anne Coker, John Steer, David Redhead and Clare Williams (BCW) established surveillance on: 

 

Yerbeston Tops SAC: two marshy grassland fields (approx 6ha).  Being slowly brought back into suitable 

condition for Marsh Frit by pony grazing. Succisa occasional/sparse throughout. 9 webs recorded search – 

approx 20% suitable habitat sampled. 

 

Yerbeston Moors SSSI – comprises number of component sites.  Couldn’t get in touch with owner or grazier 

of best site (Copybush Moors) so got access for adjacent site to north (Shortland Moors). Three very small 

marshy grassland glades in a dense area of woodland/scrub – quite a task finding them. Full searches 

produced surprising number of webs – 68 overall.  
 

Surveillance also subsequently established on two large Pembrokeshire Commons 
 

Ambleston Common  

21ha common with approx 17ha suitable habitat. Only managed by burning until this year when got into agri-

env scheme. Lovely site, marsh grassland, wet heath/acid grass mosaic. 52 webs – approx 2.8 % suitable 

habitat searched via transects. 
 

Puncheston Common 
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36ha common. Burning is only management as no cattle grids.  Split into three sub-sites for surveillance 

purposes and one (10.5ha) searched. 94 webs -approx 5% of suitable habitat searched via transects.  

David Redhead “This morning (19th June) John Steer & I spent 2.5 hours at Jefffreyston Pastures SSSI in 

ideal conditions. I am delighted to report that we found two adult Marsh Fritillaries, so after a gap of 5 

years Jeffreyston Pastures is definitely back on the Pembrokeshire Marsh Fritillary map”. 

 

David Redhead sent this info on 26th June: “Puncheston - We did search a couple of dozen of the DBS leaves 

for eggs and turned up one batch in SN0029. I have also attached a pic of the plant as a whole - the egg 

bearing leaf is the one dead centre. The leaf measured about 85mm long by 25mm wide and was by no means 

one of the largest available. For comparison I have attached pic (bottom of three) of a batch of eggs we 

found at Rhos Cefn Bryn near Llannon, in Carms, by coincidence, on 26th June 2013. At that time there were 

still at least 5 adults on the wing. But 2013 was a late year & 2014 is an early year. I have printed out blown 

up versions of both egg batches and counted the visible eggs. Puncheston = 127 and Rhos Cefn Bryn = 156. 

However, it is obvious there is at least a double layer and Jeremy Thomas says there is usually three. So the 

true batch size is probably at least a couple of times those countable. Even so I think Carms beats Pembs”.  

 

 
 

25th July: Anne and Stephen Coker spent Saturday at Linney Head, Castlemartin looking for webs. We found 

quite a few ranging for just two leaves slightly discoloured containing extremely small caterpillars to webs up 

to foot long. In total we counted 1,778 webs. It looks like the 2014 autumn web surveying season is now 

open. 

Bob Haycock comments: “The early webs of marsh frits (those at Castlemartin Range at least) are often 

quite large but with very small first instar caterpillars (Succisa is not usually in flower there much before 

mid-August). I suggested a couple of weeks ago to Stephen and Anne that it would be worth-while looking for 

early large webs – in my experience of Castlemartin Range they are much easier to find then! These large 

webs break up into smaller webs as growing caterpillars disperse and the season progresses but care of 

course has  to be taken not to record any abandoned bits of old webs that are often near the new smaller 

webs when we get into August”. 
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There is a Pembs MF monitoring group of mainly volunteers, co-ordinated by David Redhead/Stephen Coker. 

I do see various e-mails, but without local knowledge of the site locations, it’s difficult to give a 

comprehensive summary to date. In addition to 1,778 Castlemartin webs found already (see above), there 

appears to be around 320 webs found on various dates in the Puncheston Common area. There is also an 

important Mynachlogddu/Blaencleddau/Cwm Wern metapopulation, where web counts of several hundred 

appear to have been achieved in difficult conditions over this year & last and in respect of which NRW have 

just let a contract to obtain detailed habitat quality information.    
 

Rhondda Cynon Taff 
 

Rhos Tonyrefail SSSI. Ben Williams came across two very small larval webs in July in a field in site 19 

where they had not been recorded for several years. Then Ben Williams & RGS counted 38 larval webs NE 

of Tonyrefail in late August, including a part of that site where they had not been recorded since 2001. 

Overall, this is a welcome boost to larval web numbers in this metapopulation, not seen since 2008 and 2001 

before that.   
 

Swansea (Glamorgan) 
 

Deborah Sazer: “Reading Frits About No 4, I realised that I didn't let you know that Emma Douglas, Mark 

Barber & I saw at least 50 MFs at Welshmoor on 11th June, worn but active, some mating. They were even 

nectaring on buttercups & daisies. Also 8 spider victims in one patch (Adrian has ID'd them as probably 

Agelena labyrinthica (Labyrinth spider). Photo attached.” 
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George Tordoff reports from 3rd September: “Cefn Bychan on Gower - plenty of Succisa but grazed flat by 

cattle and little prospect of MF unless grazing pressure reduced. On the other hand, Mynydd-bach-y-cocs - 

the common mostly in SN5593, 2kms east of Welshmoor, where Paul, Russel and I stopped briefly last year 

and found 3 webs by the road - today I spent 3 hours looking around and found 139 webs, mostly in the 

northern part. The Succisa is very patchy and in the most sheltered areas almost every plant had a web on it. 

There are still large parts of the common further south to look at, so there will be more webs on the site. 

Clearly it's an important part of the Gower metapopulation. It seems amazing it has been undiscovered for so 

long, given it has such easy access. Or perhaps it used to be overgrazed. At present, only 2 horses are 

grazing it and the sward structure is excellent”. 

George Tordoff’s summary report up to 10th September: “It’s been a great year for Marsh Frit webs on the 

Gower Commons, with a summary of web numbers as follows: 

Fairwood Common: 151 webs (plus some extra ones which Karen Wilkinson and Dan Guest saw but I don’t 

have the data for). This only covers a small percentage of the whole common, though Karen, Julian Woodman, 

Sue Westwood, Andrew Lucas and I did make a thorough search of the bit to the north-east of the airfield. 

Pengwern Common: 125 webs (George, Karen and Dan) 

Welshmoor: 66 webs on the regular transects plus an extra 25 webs elsewhere (George, Karen, Sue, Andrew 

and Julian). The web index (webs/hectare) is double that recorded in any other year since monitoring 

started in 2009. No burning this year. 

Mynydd-bach-y-cocs (SN5593): 210 webs (full search). A bit of a surprise as we didn’t know this was an 

occupied site until 2013! 

So, with the extra data from Fairwood to come, the total will be in excess of 600 webs counted this year. 
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4. Dark Green fritillary (9 new reports) 

 

This species seems to have been seen in good numbers at many sites.   
 

Carmarthenshire 

 
Ian Morgan had two DGF sightings in early June, both of singles: below Telpyn Farm SN183074 on 12th and 

Marros Mountain SN209094 also on 12th. 

Neil Matthew had a Dark green fritillary in Cilycwm, SN751400, 2/7/14. 

 

 

Monmouthshire 
 

19th June: 10 Dark Green Fritillary at Blaenserchan (Steve Williams) 

30th June: In excess of 100 Dark Green Fritillary at Blaenserchan. (Rupert Perkins) 

10th July:  Four Dark Green Fritillary and a Silver-washed Fritillary at Blackrock Quarry, Clydach, and 

three Dark Green at the nearby Llanelly Quarry. (Martin Anthoney) 

15th July: Eighteen Dark Green Fritillary still flying at Blaenserchan. (Martin Anthoney and Roger James) 

23rd July: Dark Green Fritillary at Llandegfedd Reservoir. (Steve Williams) 

 

Neath Port Talbot 

 
Laura Palmer on 1st July: “I’ve just been out on the coast path next to The Quays office and saw a fritillary 

which given its size must have been a dark green. Didn’t manage to catch it but it was definitely a frit so 

can’t think what other species it could have been!” 

 

Vale of Glamorgan 
 

In Alun valley, the first DGFs were on the wing just after lunchtime on Monday 9th June in the warmest 

south-facing slope on site, with 4 individuals seen. Over the next 7 weeks, the number of sightings totalled 

178 across during 39 hours of recording on the Alun valley/Old Castle Down transects, peaking in the second 

half of June.  
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5. High Brown fritillary (3 new generic reports)   
 

At last issue of Frits About, HBF numbers were building and duly peaked in the last week of June, to 

a high which took the index for 2014 season to only just short of last year’s all time season record.  
 

Vale of Glamorgan 
 

Vale of Glamorgan 

 

In Alun valley, the High Brown Fritillary has had another very good year, with huge numbers of large 

fritillaries highly active over the undoubted peak weekend of 22nd June, coinciding with our members field 

visit. The only drawback was that, on that particular day, they were mostly too active to identify to species. 

However, the weekly systematic counts, which we have been running now for 18 years, clearly show a peak in 

both DGF & HBF numbers at that time.  
 

Over the 8 weeks of Alun valley/Old Castle Down transects, the number of HBF sightings totalled 706 (cf 

178 DGFs) during 39 hours of formalised recording, peaking in the second half of June. 
 

The graph below shows the overall index for HBF, at (still) it’s only known Welsh site. 

  

Old Castle Down and Alun Valley High Brown Transects 1995-2014
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We’ve completed the violet and habitat monitoring transects in May/early June and a summary follows.  
 

Trends 

• The current 26 sub-sites amount to 73.8 hectares and are spread across 254 hectares of unimproved 

potential habitat, which constitutes the current extent of the site. 
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• From 2002 to 2006 the violet percentage cover doubled to 6%, bracken litter increased slightly, grass 

reduced slightly and sward height reduced by two thirds. These positive habitat changes were reflected 

approximately by an increase in High Brown Fritillary adult sightings per hour of three to fourfold between 

summer 2002 and summer 2006. 

• From 2006 to 2010 the violet percentage cover dropped back to just under 4%, bracken litter again 

increased slightly, grass reduced slightly but sward height increased slightly. These less positive habitat 

changes in violet density and sward height were probably due in large part to a series of wetter summers 

without increasing grazing, but overall High Brown Fritillary adult sightings per hour stayed around 2006 

levels during this period to summer 2009. 

• 2010 results showed some differences between the sheep-grazed “common” (supplemented by our small-

scale patch mechanical management) and the entirely mechanically managed private land, east of the river. 

In particular, violet density in latter at 4.75% was more than double the 2% across the common. The 

emphasis in commoners’ management during this period had been regular mowing of firebreaks, a very small 

percentage of the common, rather than the required rotational patch management across the main 

common, given that grazing levels were having little effect on scrub and bracken height. 

• 2014 overall results show a slight improvement in violet density, but reduced bracken litter and increased 

grass cover, which would favour some violet-feeding fritillaries but less so the High Brown.  

• Looking at differences between common and un-grazed private land to east of river is again somewhat 

revealing. Whilst violet density is again (slightly) better east of river, the difference in bracken litter 

content and grass cover is significant, with “common” significantly less litter but much more grass 

component. In fact, in 4 years, “common” samples show a doubling of grass cover from 20% to 40%. On 

the other hand, management by commoners has started to change on Old Castle Down with a dense patch 

cut two winters ago showing positively in both habitat data for sub-site 24S (just one of 11 common sub-

sites) and as a likely component in the record breaking 2013 adult sightings numbers. 

 
Our thanks go to all volunteers who helped with habitat sampling, including Mike & Rudi Bright, Paul Gadsby, Chris Lewis and Gareth 

Tonks. The late Belinda Ashong also helped during the last few days of her working life and just weeks before she passed on.   

 

 

 



To retain and respect confidentiality of precise sites and often extremely sensitive goodwill towards conservation efforts, some site descriptions 
are such as only to be recognisable to those already aware of each site’s location. Sites only have public access to extent shown on OS maps.  

Reminder: reports to Frits About are no substitute for actual records. However, county recorders are included in Frits About 
circulation list and will thus be alerted to look out for actual records in due course. Please therefore follow up in usual way. 
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6. Silver-washed fritillary (10 new reports) 
 

Mid-September is unusually late for this species, but not this year it seems – although getting a bit tatty.  
 

Carmarthenshire 

 
Dave Bannister told me on 16th September, that he’s still getting regular SWFs across and in his garden on edge 

of Brechfa Forest.  

 

Monmouthshire 
 

29th June: 2 Silver-washed Fritillary at Highmeadow Woods, Forest of Dean. (Nick Felstead) 

24th July: George Tordoff had a sighting of a female SWF, when passing a Buddleia in the garden at Old Coal Pit 

SO291208 at Coed-y-Cerrig and noticed the SWF on one of the blooms. Martin Anthoney comments that there 

were no SWF records for Coed-y-Cerrig and that the northern limits for this species in VC35 are Forest of Dean 

in the east, Hendre Wood, the lower slopes of Sugar Loaf and the Clydach area. 

5th July: Silver-washed Fritillary at Upper Redbrook. (Nick Felstead) 

10th July:  Four Dark Green Fritillary and a Silver-washed Fritillary at Blackrock Quarry, Clydach, and three 

Dark Green at the nearby Llanelly Quarry. (Martin Anthoney) 

10th July: Silver-washed Fritillary at Ravensnest Wood, Angidy Valley. (Bill Jones) 

11th July: Silver-washed Fritillary at Pentrepiod, Pontypool. (Rupert Perkins) 

13th July: Silver-washed Fritillary at Slade Wood. (Martin Anthoney and Roger James) 

 

Pembrokeshire 

 
Ben Williams came across an SWF, whilst we were trying to photograph Brown Hairstreaks at West Williamston on 

4th September. 

 

RCT 
 

Ben Williams: “I went up to Fforest Fawr today (6th July) and did the short transect walk.  I saw 2 SWFs in a 45 

minute timed walk.  The buddliea up there is about a fortnight behind the rest of the area and there wasn't much 

in full bloom so if there are more butterflies around they could be nectaring elsewhere.  I could not sex the ones I 

saw, but they were in good condition”. 

Ben went over to Fforest Fawr today (29th July) and I saw 11 SW Frits, five were females and at least one male.  

The walk took 45 mins. 

 

This newsletter was compiled from reports received up to midnight on Tuesday 23rd September, 

but do keep reports coming in and I’ll disseminate as soon as enough received and I’ve a time 

slot! Many thanks to all contributors and apologies, if I’ve missed any out! 
 

 

 

 

Richard Smith 

26th September 2014 


